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KABUL, Afghanistan — Virginia 
Woolf once said, “As a woman, I have 
no country. As a woman, my country 
is the whole world.” For nearly 30 
years, Americans have celebrated the 
contributions of women throughout 
history. 

Nearly 150 soldiers, sailors, airmen, 
Marines and civilians gathered together 
to continue that tradition during a 
Women’s History Month celebration 
March 27 at Camp Eggers. 

Exelena Whitaker, assistant to the 
chief of real estate for Combined Security 
Transition Command-Afghanistan, 
started the ceremony by singing the 
national anthem.

 Army Master Sgt. Mary Jones, 
CSTC-A personnel support non-
commissioned officer in charge, 
followed with “Moments in History,” a 
runway show comprised of reenactments 
of historical women. The segment also 
showcased women from CSTC-A. 

“Today’s event was spectacular. It was 
a very good tribute to women, especially 
women in the military,” said Air Force 
Capt. Jennifer Mack, CSTC-A, morale, 
welfare and recreation officer.

During her speech, guest speaker 
Betsy Beamon, Women of Hope Project 
founder and director, talked about the 
plight of women in Afghanistan and 
while under Taliban rule. The changes 
happening today would have never been 
accepted then, said Beamon. She also 
gave a detailed account of her journey 
as an American woman living with the 
Afghan people. 

Beamon added how grateful she is to 
the service men and women who have 
helped her along the way.

 “I’m grateful for the U.S. military 

and their continued support, protection 
and friendship throughout this journey,” 
she said.

Petty Officer 1st Class Kimberly Pol, 
Integrated Logistics NCOIC, explained 
why it is important to her to observe this 
holiday. 

“It’s necessity to show great things that 
women have done in the past. Change is 
necessary to inspiration,” she said. 

The Camp Eggers Gospel Choir 
entertained the crowd with the song, 
“Blessed.” 

“When I think about women’s history 

month it reminds me of my mother and 
daughter and how important it is to 
recognize their everyday efforts in my 
absence,” said Air Force Col. Chris 
Davis, logistics director, CSTC-A.

 “Hopefully, through the program 
today, we as women and as people will 
remember how important it is to go out 
and make a positive difference in the 
world,” said Whitaker. 

Women’s History Month began as 
International Women’s Day on March 
8, 1911. Congress legally expanded the 
focus to an entire month in 1987. 

CSTC-A celebrates Women’s History Month
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Petty Officer 3rd Class Tamara Williams, enlisted aide to the Afghan Army 
Development deputy commanding general, listens to the guest speaker during a 
Women’s History Month celebration March 27 at Camp Eggers, Afghanistan.



Mission Statement
The mission of the Combined Security Transition Command-
Afghanistan, in partnership with the Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Afghanistan and the international community, is 
to plan, program and implement structural, organizational, 
institutional and management reforms of the Afghanistan 
National Security Forces in order to develop a stable Afghanistan, 
strengthen the rule of law, and deter and defeat terrorism within 
its borders.
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KABUL, Afghanistan — Coalition forces 
trained 24 Afghan National Police at the 
ANP Academy Mar. 25 in cordon procedures 
involving an improvised explosive device.

Italian explosive ordinance disposal 
and counter-IED specialists instructed the 
ANP from four Kabul City Police districts 
on clearing measures and providing public 
safety. The ANP completed about three 
hours of classroom instruction before 
undergoing practical exercises. American 
EOD specialists assisted in the training 
event.

The course is part of an ongoing effort to 
increase the ANP’s skills and capabilities, 
explained Italian Lt. Col. Renato Scudicio, 
chief engineer for counter-IEDs with 
International Security Assistance Force’s 
Regional Command Capitol. The ANP 
previously received IED awareness courses, 
but this is the first formal class in cordoning 
procedures.

The goal is to combine coalition and ANP 
resources, as well as to ensure all personnel 
involved in an IED situation are operating 
on the same page, said Scudicio.

The police officers in the cordon 
procedures class are expected to train other 
officers in their respective districts and to 
take charge of actual IED scenarios. Students 
included senior and junior police officers 
and police education officers.

“We should practice correctly now,” said 

ANP Maj. Naseer Ahmad, Kabul City Police 
deputy of operations, explaining to the other 
ANP the need to learn all they can from their 
coalition partners.

Italian Capt. Luciano Tarantino, a 
counter-IED staff officer with RC Capitol 
and course instructor, said he was inspired 
by the different levels of police in the 
class.

“Their spirit is impressive,” Tarantino 
said. “They are taking the class very 
seriously.”

For the practical exercises, police 
alternated roles as incident commanders or 
support police. They responded to different 
scenarios after an IED was reported or 
discovered. The police cordoned areas on 
the police academy grounds as they would 
during an actual event.

During the exercise, soldiers from 3rd 
EOD Battalion, Joint Task Force Paladin, 

Bagram Airfield, acted as EOD or Afghan 
National Defense Services personnel who 
would handle actual IED situations.

During one exercise, Army Command 
Sgt. Maj. David M. Puig, 3rd EOD Bn. 
command sergeant major, asked the incident 
commander for an incident update. Then he 
went through EOD personnel procedures 
for disarming the IED.

The instructors tried to make the 
scenarios as realistic as possible.

“When an event happens and there 
is confusion, it is more difficult,” said 
Scudicio.

After each exercise, the group gathered 
to discuss successes and challenges.

“I believe you can see how difficult it 
can be,” Scudicio told the class.

Scudicio said he expects to instruct 
more policemen in the coming weeks in 
managing various IED incidents.

Kabul City Police 
train for IED 
scenarios
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Afghan National Police discuss IED cordoning procedures with Italian explosive 
ordinance disposal and counter-IED specialists during a practical exercise Mar. 25 
at the ANP Academy in Kabul, Afghanistan. 


