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U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Brent Williams, 1st BCT PAO, 4th Inf. Div.
Sgt. Keith Fosmire, a team leader assigned to Company B, 2nd Battalion, 4th Infantry Regiment, attached to the 4th Brigade Combat

Team, 1st Infantry Division, takes point April 5 during a combined patrol with the 3rd Battalion, 9th Brigade, 3rd Iraqi Army Division.

Raider Bde. Soldiers provide security, stability
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By Staff Sgt. Brent Williams
1st BCT PAO, 4th Inf. Div.
BAGHDAD — The Raider Brigade Combat Team has a new ally in its
mission to help the Government of Iraq and Multi-National Division
— Baghdad Soldiers build upon the Doura beladiya, a predominately
Sunni neighborhood located in Baghdad’s Rashid district.

The 2nd Battalion, 4th Infantry Regiment “Warriors,” will be at-
tached to the 1st Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, next
week, as part of its mission to assist the Government of Iraq and the
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Sports 26 Iraqi people.

“It is our intent to create a safe and stable living environment for
the people of the Doura district,” said Lt. Col. Timothy Watson, com-

mander of the 2-4 Inf. Regt., which is part 4th BCT, 10th Mountain
Division, which is based out of Fort Polk, La.

The battalion’s current mission is to work with Iraqi Security
Forces and the local district councils responsible for the community,
which is home to the Doura Market, a social, cultural and economic
center in southern Baghdad, explained Watson.

“This area has all the potential to flourish economically and con-
tribute to the proud cultural heritage of the Iraqi nation,” Watson said.
“Much of our time and effort has been devoted to facilitating the
growth of the market complex while providing a non-intrusive yet
highly effective security presence.”

See Raiders Pg. 9

IA, MND-B secure checkpoints, patrol markets ensure safety of local citizens

By Sgt. James Hunter

2nd BCT PAO, 101st Abn. Div.

BAGHDAD - Prior to fighting breaking out in Kadhamiyah,
there were no signs of the possibility of Special Group cells
targeting Iraqi Security and Coalition Forces. The biggest
threat at that time appeared to be vehicle-borne improvised-
explosive devices.

However, once violence began in Basra and east Baghdad,
local citizens in the area began acting differently themselves.
Apparently, criminal elements began spreading the word to
the local Iraqis to go into their homes and not come out.

These criminals even marched in Kadhamiyah chanting,
“Death to Maliki. Death to Maliki.”

Coalition Forces even received a tip March 28 that ISF
checkpoints would come under attack, said 1st Lt. Sam
Rosenberg, a native of Fort Myers, Fla., platoon leader for

2nd Platoon, Company D, 1st Battalion, 502nd Infantry Reg-
iment. In response, three platoons pushed out into sector and
took their positions to help reinforce the checkpoints — where
they sat for a few hours until it was determined there would
not be an attack.

“The streets were empty, but it was quiet and the (Iraqi
Army) was doing what they were supposed to be doing,”
said Capt. Brad Henry, a native of Andover Township, N.J.,
who is the commander of Co. D, 1-502nd Inf. Regt. “It was
weird, but nothing was out of the ordinary.”

Once Henry got back to the base, he received another tip
that 20 — 25 men were massing in Kadhamiyah. He ordered
the company’s 4th Platoon to investigate the tip. As soon as
the platoon came to the intersection, they were ambushed by
special group criminals.

“The entire area basically blew up,” Rosenberg said.

EED)

“They called out ‘we are in contact; we are in contact.

Fighting broke out throughout the area. The platoon was
attacked with rocket-propelled grenades and PKCs, and im-
mediately started laying down fire on positively identified
enemy combatants, said 1st Lt. Paul Brown, a native of Can-
field, Ohio, who is the platoon leader for 4th Platoon. “As
soon as my gunner was able to PID a guy, he just started
engaging him. They did an awesome job.”

“We weren’t running from the fight,” said Henry. “We
were going to secure the intersection and engage targets of
opportunity.”

With Brown’s platoon under contact and decisively laying
down the enemy, Rosenberg sent his platoon forward to sup-
port the Soldiers in their engagements.

See Strike patrol pg. 11
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Department of the Army press release

complete their scheduled deployments.

full-range of missions."

cumstances.

Following President Bush's announcement April 10, and as directed by
the Secretary of Defense, the U.S. Army will reduce deployment lengths
from 15 months to 12 months for all active Army Soldiers deploying to
the CENTCOM area of operations, starting on Aug. 1, 2008.

Today's announcement does not affect Soldiers currently deployed
and those who will deploy prior to Aug. 1, 2008. Those Soldiers will

"We recognize the selfless service and unwavering commitment of
America's courageous Soldiers, and are profoundly grateful for the sac-
rifice and support by Army Families," said Army Secretary Pete Geren.

"This announcement is another step in our effort to restore balance to
our Army," said Army Chief of Staff Gen. George W. Casey, Jr. "Return-
ing to our 12-month policy-combined with the growth in our force-will
allow us to gradually reduce the stress on the force and prepare for the

The modified policy does not affect current dwell policies. Upon re-
turn from deployment, units will not be deployed again for at least 12
months. There may be exceptions to this policy given unforeseen cir-

Army deployments to CENTCOM return to 12 months

To Our Soldiers and Families:

tion thank you.

Pete Geren
Secretary of the Army

Kenneth O. Preston
Sergeant Major of the Army

April 10, President Bush announced his decision to return to twelve-month deployments in the CEN-
TCOM theater for active Army units. The President's decision reflects the improved security situation in
Iraq — one made possible by your unwavering commitment and willingness to sacrifice — as well as the
recognition of the impact of extended deployments on Army Families and our readiness. Today's policy
changes will help reduce that strain as we continue to grow the Army and restore balance.

The Army will reduce "Boots on the Ground" time to no more than twelve months for all active com-
ponent Soldiers deploying to CENTCOM area of operations after Aug. 1, 2008. Soldiers deploying prior
to Aug. 1 will complete their scheduled deployments.

The return to twelve-month deployments does not change the Army's dwell time policy. This policy is
intended to give units time to properly reset and allow Soldiers, Families, and friends to reconnect.

You have chosen a most noble profession. With your Families standing with you in support, you have
borne the increased stress and burden of this war for our Army and our Nation. A grateful Army and Na-

George W. Casey, Jr.
General, United States Army
Chief of Staff

Regenerative medicine seen as
means to help wounded warriors

By Gerry Gilmore

Army News Service

WASHINGTON - The Defense Department launched a five-
year, Army-led cooperative effort to leverage cutting-edge
medical technology to develop new ways to assist service-
members who've suffered severe, disfiguring wounds during
their wartime service.

The newly established Armed Forces Institute of Regen-
erative Medicine, known by the acronym AFIRM, will serve
as the military's operational agency for the effort, Dr. S. Ward
Casscells, the assistant secretary of defense for health affairs,
told reporters at a Pentagon news conference yesterday.

A key component of the initiative is to harness stem cell
research and technology in finding innovative ways to use a
patient's natural cellular structure to reconstruct new skin,
muscles and tendons, and even ears, noses and fingers, Cass-
cells said.

Just more than 900 U.S. servicemembers have undergone
amputations of some kind due to injuries suffered in wartime
service in Afghanistan or Iraq, Casscells said. Other troops
have been badly burned or suffered spinal cord injuries or
significant vision loss.

"Getting these people up to where they are function-
ing and reintegrated, employed, (and) able to help their
Families and be fully participating members of society" is
the task at hand in which AFIRM will play a major role,

Casscells said.

AFIRM will fall under the auspices of the U.S. Army
Medical Research and Material Command, based at Fort De-
trick, Md., and it also will work in conjunction with U.S.
Army Institute of Surgical Research, in San Antonio.

The Medical Research and Material Command is the Ar-
my's lead medical research, development and related-materi-
al acquisition agency.

It comes under U.S. Army Medical Command, which is
led by Lt. Gen. Eric B. Schoomaker, the Army's surgeon gen-
eral. Schoomaker accompanied Casscells at the news confer-
ence.

"The cells that we're talking about actually exist in our
bodies today," Schoomaker pointed out.

"We, even as adults, possess in our bodies small quanti-
ties of cells which have the potential, under the right kind
of stimulation, to become any one of a number of different
kinds of cells.

For example, Schoomaker said, the human body routinely
regenerates bone marrow or liver cells.

AFIRM will have an overall budget of about $250 million
for the initial five-year period, of which about $80 million will
be provided by the Defense Department, Schoomaker said.

Other program funding will be provided by the National
Institutes of Health, in Bethesda, Md., the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and local public and private matching funding.

Rutgers University, in N.J.; Wake Forest University, in
N.C.; and the University of Pittsburgh also will participate
in the initiative.

Dr. Anthony Atala, a surgeon and director of the Institute
for Regenerative Medicine at Wake Forest, also attended the
news conference.

Atala's current research keys on growing new human cells
and tissue.

"All the parts of your body, tissues and organs, have a
natural repository of cells that are ready to replicate when an
injury occurs," Atala told reporters.

Medical technicians now can select cells from human do-
nors and, through a series of scientific processes, can "re-
grow" new tissue, Atala said.

"Then, you can plant that (regenerated tissue) back into
the same patient, thus avoiding rejection," Atala said.

Special techniques are being developed to employ re-
grown tissue in the fabrication of new muscles and tendons,
Atala observed, or for the repair/replacement of damaged or
missing extremities such as noses, ears and fingers.

Continued advancement in regenerative medicine would
greatly benefit those servicemembers and veterans who've
been severely scarred by war, Schoomaker said.

The three-star general cited animals like salamanders that
can regrow lost tails or limbs. "Why can't a mammal do the
same thing?" he asked.
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Ask Dr. Feel Good

MND-B surgeon's office

BUT THERE'S NO

WAY I'M GETTING

PROMOTED AFTER
THAT PERFORMANCE!

Phew!
I'M GLAD
THAT'S OVER!

What's up Doc? I am a 29 year old
Soldier who has been expe-
riencing the formation of
“boils” in the genital area
since arriving to Iraq. Is this
because I am using a commu-
nity toilet, or is it because of
sweating in that general area?
Signed: Boiling over in Baghdad

Dear Boiling Over:

What you are describing is folliculitis, which is a
common infection of the hair follicles and oil glands.
This often occurs in areas of friction (where irrita-
tion causes debris to collect and swelling to close the
pore), and then the natural bacteria on the skin cause
an infection. Sometimes, the infection looks like a
zit and other times the infection is deeper and can
cause boils that may need further medical attention.

The best thing to do is to keep your skin clean by
bathing often and using an antibacterial soap in the
areas of concern (body wash). If you have a problem
that lasts more than a few days, then you should see
your healthcare provider to be sure you get proper
evaluation and treatment.

To ease your mind, this is not something you pick
up from the toilet, shower or the Soldier sitting next
to you. Remembering GO#1 will keep you from
picking up those infections.

HE GOT OFF TO A ROCKY START, BUT
ALL IN ALL I THINK HE DID WELL.
S0... WHAT'S THE VERDICT?

I MADE A
TOTAL FOOL
OF MYSELF
IN THERE.

I RECOMMEND
FROMOTION.

PROMOTE

What's up Doc? I heard that we must drink up
to 8 glasses of water per day. The other night I was
watching TV, and I saw a news story which said
that we don’t need to drink,8 glasses because we
also get water in our food.

I like water, but drinking so much of it, even
when I am not thirsty, is making me not want to
drink any at all. Besides, it makes me have to use
the latrine more often, and when we are out on mis-
sions, this can be bothersome.

Which is true?

Signed: 8 is Enough

Word on the Street:
What NBA player will win this

year’s most valuable player?

ttKobe (Bryant)
because he reminds
me of (Michael)
Jordan, and he’s one
of the best all-around
players we have right

Dear 8 is Enough;

This is a great question and the advice is pretty
clear (no pun intended). There is no magic amount
of water that will be right for all occasions. The most
important thing to remember is to look at your urine.
If it is dark, then you should drink more. Ifit is light
(like lemonade), then you are probably doing OK at
that time. Make sure you are urinating every 3 hours
or so — any less than that and you are likely dehy-
drated as well.

Many Soldiers have said they like to run “a quart
low” if they are going on patrol so they don’t have to
urinate while out. Given the summer conditions, that
can be dangerous. Remember that body armor can
add up to 10 degrees to the ambient temperature and
does not allow proper cooling so staying hydrated to
avoid heat injury is very important.

Another fact — by the time you feel thirsty, you

B - 2 /
Pfc. Kawmi Robinson
Brooklyn, N.Y.

cavalry scout
HHC, 2nd BCT, 101st Abn. Div.

Sgt. 1st Class John Nagy

Clarksville, Tenn.

ktKobe (Bryant).

are already 5 percent dehydrated, and you lose 20 y PSYOP planner
percent in aerobic performance capacity. At 10 per- He S been 2nd BCT, 101st Abn. Div.
cent dehydration, cooling gets affected and the risk . . (44

for heat stroke becomes a real problem. So, there is dom I natl ng Lebron James’

not much room for error. Bottom line, watch your g ames. hel p| ng because he
urine color and how long it has been since you were ) ’ . .
in the bathroom. Be careful to ensure that you don’t h IS team secure IS SO phyS|Ca|

get behind on your fluids because the consequences
could be deadly.

Letters for Dr. Feel Good should be placed in the
“Doc Box” located in the D-Main entrance, or email
to mndb_pad@mnd-b.army.mil.

'] .'| "
o S RRY
Spc. Terrence Muller
Marshall Islands
paralegal
2nd BCT, 101st Abn. Div.

the number one

seed in the west.”

and dominates
the court and
the flow of the
game.”
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MND-B engages
criminals, seize
weapons in Sadr City

MND-B PAO

BAGHDAD — A Multi-National Division —
Baghdad aerial weapons teams killed seven
criminals and Soldiers seized weapons in
separate incidents in eastern Baghdad April
19.

The aerial weapons team engaged with
a Hellfire missile and killed two criminals
transporting weapons at approximately 6:30
p-m. in the Sadr City district of eastern Bagh-
dad. The AWT also destroyed two machine
guns in the attack.

At approximately 8:27 p.m., Coalition
Forces were attacked by criminals with small-
arms fire. They returned fire killing one.

Shortly after at approximately 8:39 p.m.
in another section in the Sadr City district,
Coalition Forces engaged attacking crimi-
nals, killing another.

At approximately 9:40 p.m, an aerial
weapons team identified four weapons crates
in an open field of the Sadr City district. The
AWT engaged destroying all four weapons
crates.

In a separate incident, three criminals with
weapons were identified driving a truck at ap-
proximately 10:13 p.m. in the Sadr City dis-
trict of eastern Baghdad. An AWT engaged
with a Hellfire missile, killing the criminals.

“We are making a statement with these
engagements,” said Lt. Col. Steve Stover,
MND-B and 4th Infantry Division spokes-
man. “Criminals violating the rule of law by
committing violent acts or with the intent of
committing violence will be targeted.”

Earlier in the day, Soldiers from 2nd Stryk-
er Cavalry Regiment seized weapons in a fire
station at approximately 8:50 a.m. while con-
ducting clearance operations in the southern
portion of the Sadr City district. The weap-
ons included 20 AK-47 rifles with 40 loaded
magazines, one PKC machine gun with three
magazines, 3,100 loose rounds as well as var-
ious miscellaneous weapons parts.

Aerial weapons team
kills 9 criminals

MND-B PAO

BAGHDAD - An aerial weapons team from
Multi-National Division — Baghdad killed
nine Special Groups criminals who attacked
Iraqi Army soldiers with rocket-propelled
grenades in Baghdad at approximately 8
a.m. April 6.

After they were observed firing rocket-
propelled grenades at the Iraqi Army sol-
diers, the air weapons team engaged the
attackers by firing a Hellfire missile killing
three.

The team identified four more criminals
fleeing the scene and attempting to their
hide weapons in a vehicle. The AWT fired
a missile and destroyed the vehicle, killing
six criminals.

No Coalition forces or civilian casualties
have been reported.

“Iraqi Security Forces and MND-Bagh-
dad and will continue to target the enemies
of this city with precise and decisive action”
said Lt. Col. Steve Stover, Multi-National
Division — Baghdad spokesman.

Eyes In the sky

BAGHDAD — A UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter flies over the skies of Baghdad April 2 during sunset while on mission. The heli-
copters continue to play a vital role in Iraq by transporting Soldiers to and from forward operating bases for missions throughout

Iraq.

U.S. Army photo by Spc. Joseph Rivera Rebolledo, 3rd BCT, 4th Inf. Div.

MND-B Soldiers Kkill
13 criminals

MND-B PAO

BAGHDAD - Multi-National Division
— Baghdad Soldiers killed 13 criminals in
separate engagements in Baghdad April 9.

At approximately 8:35 p.m., Soldiers
from 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infan-
try Division, manning a combined check-
point with Iraqi National Policemen from
3rd Battalion, 4th Brigade, 1st National Po-
lice Division, were attacked by criminals
with small-arms fire from a rooftop nearby
in northeastern Baghdad. Soldiers returned
fire and killed one criminal.

Soldiers from 2nd Brigade Combat
Team, 101st Airborne Division (Air As-
sault), killed four criminals in northwestern
Baghdad at approximately 9:40 p.m. after
they were attacked with rocket-propelled
grenades at a checkpoint.

An aerial weapons team provided secu-
rity for Soldiers emplacing concrete barri-
ers at a joint security station in northeastern
Baghdad who were attacked with small-
arms fire at approximately 11:10 p.m. The
AWT engaged the criminals with two hell-
fire missiles and killed four.

At approximately 11:45 p.m., Soldiers
from 2-101 Abn. Div. killed four criminals
after being attacked with small-arms fire
from two different locations in northwest-
ern Baghdad.

MND-B Soldiers
defend themselves,
kill 6 criminals

MND-B PAO

BAGHDAD — Multi-National Division—
Baghdad soldiers killed six criminals af-
ter they were attacked in eastern Baghdad
at approximately 10:30 p.m., April 13.

Soldiers from 3rd Brigade Combat
Team, 4th Infantry Division, were at-
tacked by rocket propelled grenades
while conducting a patrol in their M1A2
Abrams tank. A rotary-wing air weapons
team was called in to assist the soldiers
on the ground.

The aircrew witnessed armed crimi-
nals hiding behind a parked vehicle and
another in an open field. The air weapons
team engaged and killed the lone individ-
ual. Moments later, soldiers in the M1A2
identified additional armed criminals on
the rooftop of a nearby building.

The criminals then attacked the sol-
diers with RPG fire. In self defense, the
tankers engaged the armed men, killing
five criminals.

“Coalition forces will continue to de-
fend themselves against criminals who
ignore the rule of Iraqi law,” said Lt. Col.
Steve Stover, MND-B spokesman.

“We will do so with precision and de-
finitive force.”

Soldiers detain suspected criminal ringleader

1st BCT PAO, 4th Inf. Div.

BAGHDAD - Multi-National Division —

Baghdad Soldiers captured a suspected crim-

inal leader in southern Baghdad April 12.
The criminal suspect is accused of con-

ducting crimes against Iraqi Security and

Coalition forces operating in the Rashid dis-

trict of Baghdad.

Soldiers from the 1st Brigade Combat
Team, 4th Infantry Division, conducted the
search and seizure operation based upon a tip
provided by a concerned local Iraqi.

The Soldiers also detained eight others
with links to the suspected ringleader.

UAV Kills 6 heavily
armed criminals

MND-B PAO

BAGHDAD - Coalition forces from
Multi-National Division — Baghdad op-
erating an unmanned aerial vehicle ob-
served a large group of criminals with
rocket-propelled grenade launchers and a
mortar tube in northeast Baghdad at ap-
proximately 9:30 p.m. April 10.

The UAV fired a Hellfire missile kill-
ing six heavily armed criminals at ap-
proximately 9:45 p.m.

“U.S. Soldiers and their Iraqi partners
are always vigilant in our efforts to pro-
tect the Iraqi people from criminals,” said
Lt. Col. Steve Stover, Multi-National Di-
vision — Baghdad.

“We remain committed to their safety,
welfare and well-being.”

MND-B Soldiers
find emplaced IED

1st BCT PAO, 4th Inf. Div.

BAGHDAD - Multi-National Division
— Baghdad Soldiers unearthed an impro-
vised-explosive device while acting on a
tip from a concerned Iraqi citizen April
10 in the Rashid district of southern
Baghdad.

Soldiers from Troop A, 7th Squad-
ron, 10th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Brigade
Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, at-
tached to the 4th Brigade Combat Team,
Ist Infantry Division, received a tip that
a possible IED was buried within their
area.

Upon their arrival, the “Ghost Squad-
ron” Soldiers found and disposed of 20
pounds of homemade explosives buried
under the surface of the road.
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MND-B Airmen pass reigns during ceremony

By Sgt. Mark Matthews
MND-B PAO

CAMP LIBERTY, Iraq — Air support from the Air Force
is essential for the Army to safely and accurately accom-
plish its mission, but just like all service members in Iraq,
there is a time to serve and a time to return home.

A transfer of authority ceremony was held at the Multi-
National Division — Baghdad headquarters building for
the outgoing and incoming Airmen with the 11th Expe-
ditionary Air Support Operation Support Squadron April
17.

Maj. Gen. Jeffery Hammond, a Hattiesburg, Miss., na-
tive, who serves as the commanding general for the 4th
Infantry Division and MND-B, was present at the cer-
emony and said the Airmen leaving did a great job, and
they will remember their time in Iraq for years to come.

“I think years from now when you are old, like me,
you’ll thank God for the Air Force and the opportunity to
serve in Iraq,” Hammond said. “You all are a tremendous
group of men and women and most people wouldn’t be-
lieve what you all have done here.”

During the ceremony, awards were presented to each
of the outgoing Airmen, including two Bronze Stars and a
host of Army Commendation Medals.

“It’s hard to describe in words what I feel when I see
the support from the 4th Inf. Div.,” said Air Force Lt. Col.
Michael Reed, a native of Harker Heights, Texas, who
serves as the outgoing commander for the 11th EASOS. “I
would not be anywhere else. I can say from the bottom of
my heart, as I represent my Airmen here, they have really
done a great job throughout the whole MND-B.”

What made this group of Airmen unique was the fact
the unit was made up of Airmen from many different
units, who were brought together and successfully ac-
complished the mission, said Air Force Senior Master
Sgt. Mark Ericson, a native of Hershey, Pa, who serves as
the squadron superintendent with the 11th EASOS.

“At our height, we had a maximum of 114 people rep-
resented by 15 different units back at home,” Ericson said.
“In the Army, you are used to seeing that now with the
modular Army.

Well, in the Air Force, with a smaller unit of 114 people,
modulated by 15 different units at home — that’s a lot. [ was
very amazed at how well they performed.”

Another big accomplishment for the unit during its six-
month rotation was the successful transition between two
divisions — 1st Cavalry Division and the 4th Infantry Divi-
sion, Ericson said.

L &
U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Mark Matthews, MND-B PAO

Air Force Lt. Col. Michael Reed, a native of Harker Heights, Texas, who serves as the outgoing commander of the 11th
Expeditionary Air Support Operation Support Squadron, presents Army Commendation Medals to his Airmen during a
transfer of authority ceremony held at the Multi-National Division — Baghdad’s headquarters building April 17.

Hammond also expressed his specific appreciation for
the work the 11th EASOS did with the air support and
management of the Sadr City District in Baghdad.

Due to the limited air space and the number of aircraft
in the area, it was difficult to ensure each specific aircraft
had the space available to conduct its mission.

“Sadr City is a very tight air space,” Ericson said.
“There are helicopters flying in there, Army (unmanned
aerial vehicles), larger UAVs, like the predators, and fight-
ers all flying in that very tight air space.”

“So what they did was work up a way to separate those
aircraft,” Ericson added. “So that everyone can work in the
same air space, at the same time, or in conjunction right

after each other, and still be able to engage targets.”

The outgoing Airmen seem to have paved the way for
the new Airmen of the 11th EASOS to continue to build
and develop new ways to more efficiently conduct air op-
erations in Baghdad.

“It was an honor and privilege to serve with the Maj.
Gen. Hammond and the Soldiers of the 4th Inf. Div.,” Reed
said. “We will most definitely be thinking of them all when
return home.”

Although the unit’s flag will stay in place, the faces will
change, as the new group of Airmen with the 11th EASOS
settles in and begins to continue the mission their prede-
cessors started.

MND-B deputy commander stops to smell flowers, flour

By Maj. Al Hing

2nd SBCT PAO, 25th Inf. Div.

CAMP TAIJI, Iraq — Brig. Gen. Mike Mila-
no, deputy commanding general, Multi-Na-

Brig. Gen. Milano visits local Taji
greenhouse project, flour mill

ultimately provide support in the rest of the
Baghdad community,” Skotnicki said.

The grain was moved by high-pressure
air from silos to the main building’s grind-

tional Division — Baghdad, visited the Taji
Qada, northwest of Baghdad, to see a local
greenhouse project and the Taji flour mill
April 5.

It was an opportunity to see parts of the
agricultural progress in the rural area and a
chance to stop and smell the roses.

Lt. Col. Harvey Fitzgerald, from Hermosa
S.D., provided insight on the visit. Fitzger-
ald serves as the senior agricultural advisor
of the embedded Provincial Reconstruction
Team — Baghdad 5, attached to 2nd Stryker
Brigade Combat Team “Warrior,” 25th Infan-
try Division, MND-B,

“Working with our Inma partners, we are
identifying areas that are critical areas of the
value chain.” Inma, or growth, teams are
contracted to assist Coalition Forces and the

Government of Iraq in developing agricul-
tural programs across Iraq.

Fitzgerald further defined the network as
parts of the agricultural levels that are needed
to provide food for the Iraqi people.

“It starts with soil and seeds to get the
right product,” he said.

“Whether you want vegetables for the
Families, or grains for bread or animal feed,
you have to start at the soil.”

What was shown in the greenhouses was
the product from the soil. The tomatoes, egg-
plants, beans and other vegetables were all
part of the chain.

“The next step is to get packing houses,
where we can cool down the vegetables so
they don’t ripen all at the same time and
we can allow the Iraqi people to have fresh

tomatoes across a longer period of time.”
Fitzgerald continued. “When that happens,
we’ll move closer to achieving a sustainable,
profitable system (growing vegetables) for
the Iraqi people.”

In the fields outside the greenhouses were
barley and wheat, still green and growing.
When ripe, the wheat will be harvested and
taken over to the flour mill. The next step of
the grain is the subject of the visit at the Taji
flour mill, showing the process of grinding
the grain through the mill to flour bags for
distribution.

“This is a great opportunity for the general
to come see the agriculture process in Taji,”
said Dan Skotnicki, from South Fork, Penn.,
and agricultural advisor for 2nd SBCT. “The
stability of the agricultural community will

ers through an array of tubes. From there,
the grain was roughly ground to remove the
husk, which was also air separated and the
heavier grain dropped into the grinders.

Three floors of pipes and grinders led to
the final packing level of the flour, where
workers busily manned baggers. The 70-
pound bags of flour dropped through a belt
system onto the trucks and were driven off to
local bakeries, shops and markets.

“We know that (Brig. Gen.) Milano un-
derstands that ePRTs have the knowledge to
shape the agricultural region. That ultimately
will assist the stability in jobs and providing
food for the Iraqi people,” said Fitzgerald.

With the tour complete, there were a cou-
ple rose bushes of bright red and white blos-
soms. Milano paused to smell the roses.
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Field Artillery Soldiers build hope in Assriya

By Spc. Andrea Merritt

1st Sus. Bde. PAO

ASSRIYA, Iraq — The Soldiers of
Battery A, 1st Battalion, 143rd Field
Artillery Regiment, a California
National Guard unit attached to the
1103rd Combat Sustainment Support
Battalion, 1st Sustainment Brigade,
spend most of their nights conduct-
ing convoy security missions.

Although they have a job that re-
quires them to be nocturnal, a few of
the Soldiers have chosen to use their
daylight hours to work in a village
located outside of Camp Taji.

Since February, Soldiers of 2nd
Platoon, Battery A, 1st Bn., 143rd
FA Regt., use their personal time be-
tween missions to deliver supplies
and make repairs to schools in the
village of Assriya.

“When we first started, we started
with volunteers, but everybody vol-
unteered so it ended up 100 percent
participation,” said Sgt. 1st Class
Richard Weaver, a Greenville, Ca-
lif., native, and the platoon leader
for 2nd PIt., Battery A, 1st Bn.

“It’s a good cultural awakening
for these guys. It gives them a side
of Iraq that they normally don’t get
to see and a chance to interact with

“I’m just real glad to be on this. I
don’t get to go on a lot of missions
as an armorer, but this definitely
would have been the one I chose if
I had my choice of missions,” said
Sgt. Brent Courtney, a Hesperia, Ca-
lif., native, and armorer for Battery
A, 1st Bn.

“The kids make my day when I
go out there. As bad as things are,
they still have a good attitude about
everything,” added Courtney, who
was asked to get involved with the
project because of his background as
a general contractor.

The platoon is mostly made
up of combat engineers, so doing
the work at the schools was not a
problem. Courtney did much of the
construction around the unit’s area
of operations and was asked to run
the work crew for the mission at the
school.

The children bonded with the
2nd Platoon Soldiers and even try to

U.LS. Army courtesy photo
Soldiers of 2nd Platoon, Battery A, 1st Battalion, 143rd Field Atrtillery, a California National Guard unit
attached to 1103rd Combat Sustainment Support Battalion, 1st Sustainment Brigade, unload concertina
wire to place around the wall of a girls’ school in Assriya, Iraq, a village located outside of Camp Taji.
Since February, the Soldiers have delivered school supplies and made some repairs to the schools in
the village.

help them with some of the projects
as they work. The village sheikh,
Sheikh Lugman Raheem, is very
grateful for the work that has been
done in his area.

“Thank you so much for what
you do. You have done more for my

the Iraqi people,” said Weaver.

Weaver, who is a teacher in the civilian world, organized
a drive at his school back in California to collect school sup-
plies after he saw the need Iraqi schools had for basic materi-
als during a previous deployment to Iraq in 2005.

After he was given clearance to go into Assriya, the pla-
toon distributed the initial packages, which were filled with
notebook paper, pencils, colored pencils, crayons, chalk and
staplers.

“When we first came in, they only had one stapler for the
whole school, and keep in mind there are about 450 students.
There were no computers, no copiers,” Weaver explained.

“I have a $1 million budget to run my school back home

and here they only had one stapler. It’s an extreme situation
over here,” said Staff Sgt. Richard Martinez, a squad leader
in the platoon and a gun truck commander for the unit, who is
also a principal at Washington School in Cloverdale Unified
School District in California.

Once the supplies were delivered, the platoon asked if
there was anything else they could assist with.

The platoon has also placed concertina wire around the
wall of the girls’ school and worked on repairing a leaky
roof.

Working on the school house in Assriya has been hard
work for the Soldiers, but it is a task that many of them find
rewarding, especially because of the children in the village.

village than anyone else has done,” said Sheik Lugman.

The unit is scheduled to return home in April and the work
they have done will leave a lasting impression on the villagers
in Assriya as well as the Soldiers of 2nd Platoon.

“It’s been an eye opener. It’s a totally different experience
that nobody could ever understand unless they came here
and were a part of it themselves,” said Spc. Shane Miniger, a
Hughson, Calif., native, and a gun truck driver for 2nd Plt.,
Battery A, 1st Bn.

“Maybe they will have a little bit of a different opinion
about troops in this country and know that we’re here to help
out and affect them in some positive ways,” Miniger con-
cluded.

Sus. Bde. commander meets with Taji base general

By Staff Sgt. Bryant Maude

1st Sus. Bde., PAO

CAMPTAIJI, Iraq—Itstarted with ahandshake
March 29 between Col. Kevin O’Connell, a
Clinton, Md., native, and the Ist Sustain-
ment Brigade commander, and Iraqi Staff
Brig. Gen. Abdul Mahady Sharaque Sabah,
a native of Diyala, and the Taji base com-
mander.

“Today was the first meeting between the
1st Sustainment Brigade commander and the
base commander of Taji,” said Lt. Col. Mark
Meyer, a native of Neillsville, Wis., and the
senior advisor to the Logistics Military As-
sistance Team for Coalition Army Assistance
Training Team, Multi-National Security
Transition Command — Iraq, and the person
responsible for setting up the meeting. “It
was important to put a face to the Coalition
side of Taji,” stated Meyer.

The two leaders sat down in Sabah’s of-
fice with some of their key staff and shared
chi, discussed needs, and got to know one
another. Sabah is a 27-year veteran of the
Iraqi Army and was assigned to the role as

base commander of Taji six months ago.
“We look forward to a partnership with
Gen. Sabah to improve the support he gives
to his customers, the Iraqi units on Taji and
in the surrounding area,” stated O’Connell.
Taji is the largest Iraqi Army base in Iraq,
with maintenance depots, supply depots,
the 9th Iraqi Army Division, and all their
schools; Sabah’s span of control and respon-
sibility is huge and his resources are scarce.
“I have so many challenges: water, ice,
fuel for power,” stated Sabah, “but I am
hopeful. I am looking forward to working
with my counterparts in the 1st Sustainment
Brigade.”
O’Connell also looks toward a brighter
future.

kEThe Iraqi Soldiers work with very little, but
they do a good job. They do their very best.

They love their country.”
Iraqi Staff Brig. Gen. Abdul Mahady Sharaque Sabah

Taji base commander

“We’re here in a partnership role to assist
in teaching, coaching and mentoring Gen.
Sabah’s staff in identifying their shortcom-
ings, and then, through training, to help de-
velop a plan to improve their mission-readi-
ness posture,” declared O’Connell.

“We’re trying to synergistically use the
resources that the Iraqi Army has inherent to
what they are doing and what they’ve built
up for themselves over the last five years,
and then linking Col. O’Connell and the st
Sustainment Brigade’s Soldiers, resources
and expertise in an effort to marry these two
groups up; again, with the goal of increasing
Gen. Sabah’s capabilities,” said Meyers.

“It’s a great team effort here — if only to
help the base commander move forward with

things that we can do to help with capabilities
where we have expertise, like supply, main-
tenance, distribution, medical and things
that we share in our comparison roles,” said
O’Connell.

The meeting lasted a little more than two
hours and already there are plans for more
meetings with the two respective command-
ers and their staffs in an effort to get the part-
nership moving and producing results.

“The 1st Sustainment Brigade was like a
breath of fresh air coming in here to help.
They are partnering with their Iraqi neigh-
bors here on Camp Taji. Everyone from the
brigade commander to the specialist I’ve run
into has been totally team-oriented,” stated
Meyer.

“The Iraqi soldiers work with very little,
but they do a good job. They do their very
best. They love their country,” stated Sabah.

“It is my hope that our Army will be
equipped to the same level as the rest of the
good armies of the world, and that we will be
powerful enough to protect our people and
our country.”
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By Sgt. Zach Mott

3rd BCT PAO, 4th Inf. Div.

BAGHDAD - Spotting irregularities is a tactic that is
drilled into the minds of Multi-National Division — Bagh-
dad Soldiers throughout training and in practice while in
Iraq.

Soldiers recently watched as a car pulled up to an entry
control point at Forward Operating Base Callahan in north-
ern Baghdad. They continued to watch as a woman stepped
out of the car holding a bag. Once the woman dropped the
bag near the gate, internal alarms were ringing and a care-
ful search was called for and conducted.

That search yielded a newborn baby wrapped tightly in
several cloths. Soldiers raced to the bag, retrieved the child
and brought him to the aid station to be examined.

“We unwrapped it to make sure he was alive — and he
wasn’t sick, he wasn’t dead, he wasn’t injured,” said Staff
Sgt. Paul Briscoe, the Aid Station NCOIC at FOB Calla-
han. “He was a perfectly healthy baby. I’'m guessing three
to seven days old. He was in perfect health. There wasn’t a
scratch on him.”

This unlikely sight brought images of the Las Vegas na-
tive’s two children to mind.

“It was like my kids were newborns again,” said Bris-
coe, who serves with Headquarters and Headquarters Com-
pany, 1st Combined Arms Battalion, 68th Armor Regiment,
3rd Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, Multi-
National Division — Baghdad.

After the medics were satisfied the baby, who by this

time had drawn the nickname “Alex Callahan” after the
Soldier who found him and the name of the base, was in no
need of immediate medical attention, the focus shifted to
what they would do with the child.

An interpreter working at the base volunteered to go to
a nearby store to buy diapers and formula while another
interpreter took care of Alex. Briscoe said the aid station
became a hub of activity as word spread throughout the
small base of the new arrival.

“I’ve fed him twice, just holding him, watching him,
making sure that he’s alright,” said Doreen Haddad, an in-
terpreter with 1-68 AR, who helped care for Alex. “I’ve
changed his diapers twice. I wanted to give him a bath, but
I wasn’t able to.”

While a forward operating base isn’t the ideal location
for a baby, Soldiers and those working at FOB Callahan
ensured that Alex’s stay there was as comfortable as pos-
sible.

The baby is to be adopted by the brother of a local na-
tional, who works at the base. The brother, and his wife,
have been married five years and have been unable to have
a baby of their own. The interpreters at FOB Callahan have
taken a collection to donate to the Family to help care for
the baby.

Despite the thousands of miles that separates the Sol-
diers from their Families in Colorado, one constant remains
with this baby and those they left behind.

“He’s sleeping and pooping — just like a regular baby,”
Briscoe said.

U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Zac ott, 3rd BC PAO, 4th Inf. Div.
An Iraqgi baby boy, nicknamed “Alex Callahan,” after the Sol-
dier who found him and the base that he was left at, sleeps
on a bed April 5 at Forward Operating Base Callahan in
Baghdad.

U.. Army photo by Spc. Joseph Rivera Rebolledo, 3rd BCT PAO, 4th Inf. Div.
Spc. Michael Passeretti, a native of Saint Paul, Minn., cuts a piece of wood with an electric
saw while helping to build a new headquarters building for the 3rd Brigade Combat Team,
4th Infantry Division, at Forward Operating Base War Eagle.

Engineers construct
3rd BCT headquarters

By Spc. Joseph Rivera Rebolledo
3rd BCT PAO, 4th Inf. Div.

BAGHDAD - Soldiers from the Minne-
sota National Guard’s 851st Vertical Engi-
neer Company, attached to Multi-National
Division — Baghdad, are constructing a
three-story structure that will soon become
the headquarters building for the 3rd Bri-
gade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division,
at Forward Operating Base War Eagle in
northern Baghdad.

“The structure consists of more than
10,000 square feet of construction, what
would be considered in the United States
as a commercial site,” said Spc. Michael
Passeretti, a native of Saint Paul, Minn.,
who serves as a carpenter and noncommis-
sioned officer in charge of the project with
the 851st VEC.

Thus far, the crew has torn down and re-
built most of the internal structure — in little
more than 2.5 weeks, he said.

Passeretti, who has more than 20-years
of experience in the field as a civilian gen-
eral contractor, along with his team, was
given the responsibility to deliver this proj-
ect before April 10.

The project is “a high profile mission,”
said Ist LT. Josh Savage, a native of Saint
Paul, Minn., who serves as a platoon leader
for the 851st VEC.

“This is the first three-story building we
have ever built,” Savage said.

On the economy, a construction of this
kind would cost an estimated $600,000 to

$1 million in the United States, Passeretti
said, adding that most of the Soldiers of
the 851st VEC working on the project have
military occupational skills other than verti-
cal engineers.

The project, he said, has provided him
the opportunity to teach the Soldiers how
to use the tools and deal with the measure-
ments.Even though the Soldiers may not
have the school-trained skills for working
on this type of a project, the team is run-
ning ahead of schedule and is projected to
be meet its April 10 target date.

“We are fortunate to have the leadership
we have,” said Passeretti. “They allow me
to do my job based on my 20 years of ex-
perience.”

The Soldiers have managed to keep up
with the pace and demands of the given jobs
while down-range, as evidenced by the fact
they have constructed more than 100,000-
square feet of floor in little less than the six
months they have had “boots on ground,”
he added

“I’m highly impressed,” said Savage. “I
feel like a coach — coaching a pro team.”

For the Soldiers of the 851st VEC, the
construction of the brigade headquarters is
merely one of numerous projects the team
will face together. Next up for them will be
building a Morale, Welfare and Recreation
facility at War Eagle, which, of course,
will be followed by various other mis-
sions throughout Multi-National Division
— Baghdad.
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Construction crew works
on Rusafa courthouse

Photos by Air Force Staff Sgt. Jason Bailey
1st Combat Camera Sqdn., 4th BCT PAO, 10th Mtn. Div.

4 BAGHDAD - A construc-
tion worker repairs the dome
of the courthouse building in
the Rusafa province of east-
ern Baghdad April 6.

P BAGHDAD - Construc-
tion workers pour concrete
at the Rusafa courthouse
construction site in eastern
Baghdad, April 6. Inspectors
noticed significant progress
at the site since their last
visit in February, and lIraqi
engineers who supervise the
project say it will be complete
in June.

<« BAGHDAD - A con-
struction crew works on the
outside of the Rusafa court-
house building in eastern
Baghdad April 6. Inspectors
noticed significant progress
at the site since their last
visit in February, and lIraqi
engineers who supervise
the project say it will be
complete in June.
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U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. William Greer, Combat Camera, MND-B

Joint brothers in arms

BAGHDAD —An Iragi Policeman, along with 2nd Lt. Stacy Bixler (left), who hails from East Berlin, Pa., and Staff
Sgt. Christopher Gronli, who is from Madison Wis., patrol local neighborhood near a Joint Security Station in
the Meshahadah Province, north of Baghdad, April 8. Bixler and Gronli are both MPs from 411th Military Police
Company, 716th Military Police Battalion, 18th Military Police Brigade, Multi-National Division — Baghdad.
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MND-B Soldiers field MRAPs

New vehicle provides troops
added protection against IEDs

By Spc. David Hodge

1st BCT PAO, 4th Inf. Div.

BAGHDAD — Multi-National Division — Baghdad
Soldiers are patrolling the streets of the Rashid Dis-
trict in the Department of Defense’s latest defensive
measure to defeat the Improvised Explosive Device,
the number one threat against Soldiers in Iraq.

Soldiers from the 1st Brigade Combat Team, 4th
Infantry Division, stationed at Forward Operating
Base Falcon, are trading their up-armored gun trucks
for the Mine Resistant and Ambush Protected vehi-
cles recently issued to U.S. Armed Forces in support
of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Pfc. Shaun Landers, personnel security detach-
ment, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment,
Ist BCT, 4th Inf. Div., said he prefers the MRAP
over the humvee.

“The MRAP was built around the Soldiers,” stat-
ed Landers, a cavalry scout from Anchorage, Alaska.
“I feel very safe and confident operating this vehicle.
It gives us that tight turning radius we desperately
need.”

In October 2007, the 4th Brigade Combat Team,
Ist Infantry Division, became the first unit in Iraq
to receive the MRAP vehicles, said Sgt. Marquis
Dawkins, a mortarman assigned to the PSD, Head-
quarters and Headquarters Company, 4th BCT.

“I’'m impressed with the MRAP,” said Dawkins.
“The first time I saw it, it was intimidating. It was
striking.”

During the last six months, Dawkins said the
MRAP has proven itself effective in the war on ter-
rorism.

“If a bad guy sees the MRAP coming down the
road, he would probably turn and go in the opposite
direction,” said Dawkins, who hails from Brooklyn,
N.Y.

The better the protection, the better Soldiers can
pay attention to the mission at hand, said Spc. Chris-

tian Schmidt, an infantryman assigned to the PSD,
HHD, 1st BCT.

“The MRAP makes it easier for us to focus on the
mission outside the wire,” said Schmidt, who hails
from Ponce, Puerto Rico.

Sgt. Michael Banaszak, infantryman assigned to
the PSD, HHD, Ist BCT, 4th Inf. Div., is the truck
commander for the 1st “Raider” BCT’s brigade com-
mand sergeant major, Command Sgt. Maj. Michael
1. Bobb.

According to the International Mine-Protected
Vehicle student guide the v-shaped hull of the MRAP
is designed to deflect the force from explosions that
originate underneath the vehicle, which increases
the survivability for Soldiers.

“The Army has adapted to the ever-changing war
climate here in Iraq,” stated Banaszak, a native of
Roseville, Calif.

The height of the MRAP is substantially higher
so Soldiers must be safety conscious when operating
the vehicle on the battlefield.

“The drivers and gunners have to consistently
communicate,” Banaszak explained.

The gunner is the only Soldier in the vehicle with
a 360-degree view, he added. The driver and gunner
must effectively communicate to successfully navi-
gate low-hanging obstacles on the road.

“Overall in a combat zone, the MRAP should
stand the test of time,” explained Banaszak.

Banaszak said that the fielding of the MRAP ve-
hicle shows the U.S. Army’s commitment to protect-
ing its Soldiers and the 1.2 million residents of the
Rashid district.

“As long as the vehicles are safer and prevent
Soldiers from sustaining injuries, I’d have to say it’s
a definite improvement,” Banaszak said.

The Raider Brigade will take responsibility of the
MRAPs while simultaneously assuming command
from the 4th BCT, st Inf. Div., in April.

U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Brent Williams, 1st BCT PAO, 4th Inf. Div.

Pfc. Shaun Hoffman, an infantryman attached to the 4th Brigade Combat
Team, 1st Infantry Division, exits a Mine Resistant and Ambush Protected
vehicle in southern Baghdad April 5.

Warriors Bn. works daily to help Doura citizens reclaim freedom, security, stability

From Raiders Pg. 1

The units of the 2-4 Inf. Regt. have partnered with the lo-

cal Iraqi Army and Iraqi Police forces, as well as the Sons of
Iraq (Abna al-Iraq), to better secure the Doura mulhallas, or
neighborhoods, from criminal and terrorist activity.

Soldiers maintain a presence in Doura 24 hours a day to
better assist local ISF in providing security for the approxi-
mately 5,000 homes in the local community, said 2nd Lt. Jay
Parsons, a platoon leader assigned to Company B, 2-4 Inf.
Regt.

Units conduct joint and platoon-sized operations with their
Iraqi counterparts every day, operating out of combat outposts
and joint security stations in Doura, he explained.

“I try to ensure that we conduct some type of combat op-
eration every day,” said Parsons, who calls Wichita, Kan., his
home. “Be it cordon and search, or dismounted and mounted
patrols, it’s a constant thing. There are still a small group of
criminal elements within the district that we are weeding out,
but I do not see a major threat.”

Security is not the platoon’s only function, said Parsons, a
graduate of Wichita State University with a bachelor’s degree
in history and criminal justice. He said his Soldiers also con-
duct daily atmospherics meetings with the Doura residents
and visit local community businesses.

“There is still a lot of potential for growth in there,” Par-
sons said. “There is a need for community services, and there

U.S. rmy photo by Staff Sgt. Brent Williams, 1st BCT PAO, 4th Inf. Div.
Sgt. Keith Fosmire, a team leader assigned to Company
B, 2nd Battalion, 4th Infantry Regiment, attached to the
4th Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division, Multi-
National Division — Baghdad, registers a Doura resident
with a Biometric Automated Toolset System April 5.

are definitely capable people within the district to run all
that.”

Company commanders of the 2-4 Inf. Regt. are also work-
ing to stimulate the local economy and assist local business
owners with micro-grants, a small business loan to help revi-
talize areas such as the Doura Market, he added.

Sgt. Keith Fosmire, a native of Cloversfield, N.Y., and a
team leader in Parsons’ platoon, said that in the short time
since his unit began working with the Doura residents, he has
seen an improvement in the quality of life and an increase in
the people’s respect for their community.

“We had a big problem with garbage,” said Fosmire, who
describes himself as being devoted to the military and the
mission. “Now we’re actually seeing the guys in the yellow
jump suits and garbage trucks going around picking up the
trash. And, we’re seeing more jobs and more activity in the
area than before.”

Fosmire, who is on his fifth deployment of his 11-year ca-
reer, said that he accredits the unit’s success to the squared
away and dedicated Soldiers of the 2-4 Inf. Regt., as well as
the extensive training the battalion conducted last year prior
to its deployment.

He also attributed the progress made in Doura to the co-
operation between the Iraqi people and Coalition Forces, as
well as the work accomplished by previous units, such as the
2nd Bn., 12th Inf. Regt., 3rd BCT, 4th Inf. Div., from Fort
Carson, Colo.

The Warrior Battalion arrived at Baghdad in December to
become part of the 4th Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry
Division.

The 2-4 Inf. Regt. will attach to the 1st BCT, 4th Inf. Div.,
as the Raider BCT bids farewell to the outgoing unit and as-
sumes responsibility of the Rashid district.
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IA, Warrior Soldiers hand out toys, school supplies

By Sgt. Waldemar Rivera

2nd SBCT PAO, 25th Inf. Div.

CAMP TAIJI, Iraq — Multi-National Division — Baghdad Soldiers from
225th Brigade Support Battalion, 2nd Stryker Brigade Combat Team
“Warrior,” 25th Infantry Division, and Iraqi Army Soldiers from 1st Bat-
talion, 34th Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, handed out school supplies
and toys April 13 to the children at the Asim Bin Omar School in Sab al
Bour, northwest of Baghdad.

The purpose of Operation Bounty Hunter Pencil was to bring school
supplies and toys to students of two schools near the city of Taji, said
2nd Lt. Lauren Bowen, a native of Roscoe, Ill., and platoon leader with
Company A, 225th BSB.

The convoy left in the morning toward the Asim Bin Omar School,
near Taji, where they were joined by a group soldiers from the [A.

After a short conversation with the school administrator, the group
was led into classrooms to hand over school supplies and toys to the
children of the school.

“These toys were sent to you, children, with lots of love from the
American people,” said Bowen, from the front of the classroom to the
children.

Soldiers from the U.S. Army and the IA group both helped with the
distribution of the toys and school supplies among the rows of children
in the classrooms. After the distribution of gifts was done, and after a sig-
nal from the teacher, the children said out loud: “thank you very much,”
as a token of friendship.

Sgt. 1st Class Yvonne Barnes, a Lane, S.C., native, said it was an
honor to deliver American goods from our American children to the Iraqi
children.

“It was my first contact with Iraqi children, and I was impressed of
how well the children verbalized English phrases such as ‘thank you
very much,”” said Barnes, the operations sergeant for Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 225th BSB.

Then the convoy headed toward the That Al Natakhein School, also
at the town of Sab Al Bour, where phase two of the mission took place.
Toys and school supplies were distributed among the students by Soldiers
from both armies once again under the supervision of school officials.

U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Waldemar Rivera, 2nd SBCT PAO, 25th Inf. Div.

The event was closed with a promise from Bowen to return to both Second Lt. Lauren Bowen, a native of Roscoe, lIl., and platoon leader with the 2nd Stryker Brigade Combat

schools with more gifts from the American people.

Team, 25th Infantry Division, hands out school supplies northwest of Baghdad April 13.

U.S. Soldiers teach IA soldiers valuable skills for route-clearance missions

By Sgt. Jerome Bishop

2nd SBCT PAO, 25th Inf. Div.

CAMP TAII, Iraq — Multi-National Division
— Baghdad Soldiers take to the roads daily
around Camp Taji, northwest of Baghdad, to
search for improvised-explosive devices to
ensure the safety of Iraqi Security and Co-
alition Forces and the people of Iraq.

The Soldiers from the 66th Engineer
Company, 2nd Stryker Brigade Combat
Team “Warrior,” 25th Infantry Division,
MND-B, who conduct route-clearance mis-
sions, took steps April 5 and 6 to teach their
Iraqi Army counterparts what it takes to
make their own roads safe.

“We're incorporating the Iraqi engineers
into our engineers, and we're showing them
the basics of what we do on a route-clear-

ance mission on a dismounted level,” said
Ist Sgt. Jonathon White, a San Francisco,
native, who serves with the 66th Eng. Co.
“We're responsible for the route-clearance
mission for the entire (2nd SBCT, 25th Inf.
Div.), so our goal is to integrate the Iraqi
Army into our route-clearance packages and
have them take part in our route-clearance operations.”

The end goal is to train the IA soldiers to assume full con-
trol of route clearance, White added.

The two-day course, which incorporated 10 IA engineers,
taught the basics of route-clearing operations, with the end
goal of having the ISF join MND-B engineers on the roads
during missions.

“We took the engineer's from the IA and brought them out
here to a training site and showed them ways to identify spe-
cific types of IEDs and indicators that surround them,” said
Sgt. John Yost, a Greeley, Colo., native, who serves as a team
leader with the 66th Eng. Co. and a course instructor.
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First Sgt. Jonathon White, a San Francisco native, talks to an Iragi Army engineer April
5 about leadership practices as part of on-going training teaching the Iraqi Soldiers
about route-clearance operations northwest of Baghdad. White serves as the com-
pany first sergeant for the 66th Engineer Company, 2nd Stryker Brigade Combat Team
“Warrior,” 25th Infantry Division, Multi-National Division — Baghdad.

Iraqi soldiers also learned how to determine the location of
IEDs based on changes in the environment and how to prop-
erty react when one is found.

The crucial instrument of the training was its in-depth
physical atmosphere. Soldiers from the 66th Eng. Co. took
available land and r