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Merry Christmas 



As if to pave the way for 
Santa, Soldiers of the 2nd Brigade 
Combat Team, 3rd Infantry 
Division, Fort Stewart, Ga., were 
visited on Christmas Eve by four of 
his little elf helpers.

Sgts. Tania Nieto, San Juana 
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Santa’s little helpers deliver gifts this year
Sgt. Kevin Stabinsky
2nd BCT PAO

Arreola, Anna Hernandez and Pfc. 
Christina Cordova, all got into the 
holiday spirit by getting into elf 
costumes.

The costumes were built out of 
materials like smocks, overshoes 
and spare cloth provided to the 
girls from the medical clinic on 
Forward Operating Base Kalsu, 

Maj. Douglas Brockhard, 2nd Brigade Combat Team battle major, is stuck in an elf sandwich by Giggles, Jingles, Shy, and 
Smallz (left to right) Christmas Eve. The elves were played by Sgts. Tania Nieto, Anna Hernandez, San Juana Arreola, and Pfc. 
Christina Cordova respectively.

said Hernandez. 
As for the motivation, it came 

from Sgt. Maj. Willies Jones, 2nd 
BCT, 3rd Inf. Div. operations 
sergeant major, who joked that the 
foursome were short enough to be 
elves.

Photo by Sgt. Kevin Stabinsky
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Although Nieto 
originally thought it was a 
joke, the group mulled it 
over and decided it would 
be a good way to get into 
the Christmas spirit and 
help boost the morale of 
their fellow Soldiers.

“I hope it brightened 
up Christmas even though 
we’re away from family,” 
Nieto said.

Besides dressing 
up like Santa’s helpers, 
the group also played 
Santa, handing out gift 
bags to Soldiers. The 
bags were all donated 
by organizations such as 
Soldiers’ Angels.

They contained a 
variety of treats such as 
candy, hygiene items like 
tooth paste, toothbrushes, 
and other goods, though 
small, did big things for 
the Soldiers’ morale.

“It brightened my 
day,” said 1st Lt. Crystal 
Little, 2nd BCT, 3rd Inf. 
Div. human intelligence 
officer. “It is good to see 
people dress up. They 
must have spent a lot of 
time on the costumes.”

The elves visit 
2nd BCT deputy 
commander Col. 
James Adams (far 
left) and Staff Sgt. 
Jason Kelley (center), 
personnel security 
detail, while delivering 
gifts Christmas Eve. 
“I hope it brightened 
up Christmas even 
though we’re away 
from family,” Nieto 
said. 

The costumes took 
about a week to make, 
Hernandez said. Each 
day after work she would 
spend at least three hours 
cutting, stitching and 
sewing the garments into 
new clothes. The two 
days prior to Christmas 
Eve, she said she also 
brought them into work 
for the group to work on 
jointly in their free time.

“They were just 

so cute,” said Warrant 
Officer Shirley Goodman, 
2nd BCT, 3rd Inf. Div. 
property book officer, 
of the costumes. “That 
one of my Soldiers 
(Cordova) was one made 
it exciting.”

Besides exciting for 
some, the act of kindness 
was also inspiring. 

Little, who is 
spending only her second 
Christmas in the Army, 

Sgts. San Juana Arreola and Tania Nieto, Pfc. Christina 
Cordova and Sgt. Anna Hernandez (in elf costumes left 
to right) visit the 2nd Brigade Combat Team S3 office to 
deliver presents and some holiday cheer Christmas Eve. 
Pictured are Maj. Stephen Lutsky, 2nd BCT S3, 2nd BCT fire 
support officer Warrant Officer Houston Burke (standing left) 
and Capt. Shawn McNutt, Headquarters and Headquarters 
Company, 2nd BCT battle captain (right). 

the first deployed, said 
seeing the effect it had on 
her fellow Soldiers made 
her want to do something 
similar once she takes 
command of a unit.

“I’ll definitely make 
it a point to do something 
special when my people 
are away from their 
family,” she said.

The costumes and 
goodies aren’t the only 
thing special these 
four have planned. For 
Christmas the group 
created two piñatas for 
Soldiers to break during 
the brigade Christmas 
party. 

Hernandez also said 
if they get support again 
for future holidays, they 
would consider making 
themed costumes for 
other holidays.

Until the next big 
holiday, the group hopes 
the Soldiers just focus on 
enjoying their Christmas 
and are proud to have 
done something unique 
for their comrades.

“Merry Christmas,” 
said the four elves.

Photos by Sgt. Kevin Stabinsky
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Dining facility delivers meal, 
home-cooked for Soldiers

See FEAST page 5

Sgt. Kevin Stabinsky
2nd BCT PAO

Photo by Sgt. Kevin Stabinsky

A Soldier walks 
by and passes a 
glance at a candy 
cane village display 
at Rocky’s, the 
Forward Operating 
Base Kalsu dining 
facility. The facility 
was decorated 
with a variety of 
decorations to 
help bring in the 
holiday spirit. The 
decorations, which 
took nearly the 
whole month to 
build, were built 
out of available 
resources and were 
designed based 
on ideas dining 
facility manager 
Alan Graves said 
he encountered 
during his tour in 
the Navy on ship 
deployments. 

Soldiers woke up 
Christmas morning to 
discover a few presents 
waiting at Rocky’s, the 
Forward Operating Base 
Kalsu dining facility.

Like Santa making a 
secret delivery of toys, 
the staff worked through 
the night to add a little 
bit of holiday cheer by 
decorating the facility in 
a variety of Christmas 
decorations.

“For troops, 
Christmas is the loneliest 
holiday,” said Tonya Hall 
Lowry, dining facility 

administrator. “Because 
troops are over here, not 
at home, we wanted to 
make it homely.”

Ironically, much of 
the homeliness aspect 
of the decorations came 
from the deployment 
experiences of dining 
facility manager Alan 
Graves, who spent much 
of his time in the Navy at 
sea on ships.

During this time, he 
said he saw many ideas 
that fueled his inspiration 
for the Christmas 
decorations used at the 
dining facility. Still, 
implementing those ideas 

was a lot of work.
The entire 

construction of the 
decorations took nearly 
a month, with a staff of 
40 working on them, said 
Graves, a native of Los 
Angeles.

The work began at the 
beginning of December 
and utilized resources 
readily available at the 
dining hall: flour, water, 
Styrofoam from fruit 
containers, cardboard and 
low dollar food items like 
fruits and candy.

Although hard work, 
when Soldiers offered 
their compliments the 

process turned out to be 
very rewarding.

“We had so many 
compliments,” said 
Lowry, a native of 
Hinesville, Ga. “Soldiers 
were delighted with all 
decorations.”

Graves shared similar 
sentiments, saying he 
received a compliment 
on the dining facilities 
overall appearance from 
2nd Brigade Combat 
Team commander and 
command sergeant major, 
Col. Terry Ferrell and 
Command Sgt. Maj. 



Page 5Spartan Chronicle: Vol. 2,  Issue 6

FEAST cont. from page 4

See FEAST page 6

Above: Santa Claus may live at the North Pole, but he vacations at the Forward 
Operating Base Kalsu dining facility, Rocky’s. Santa, played by Sgt. 1st Class 
Aaron Bennett, food service advisor, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, was there to have 
photos taken with Soldiers during dinner.

Right: Santa’s sleigh, lead by Rudolph, sat parked right in front of the ice cream 
stand. The sleigh and Santa’s village were the two favorite decorations of dining 
facility manager Alan Graves.

Photos by Sgt. Kevin Stabinsky
Low-cost items such as expired fruits were carved into holiday greeting displays, 
which also included ice sculptures (center right). All of the decorations were 
created from items on hand at the dining hall: flour, water, Styrofoam from fruit 
containers and cardboard.

Gabriel Berhane.
Hopefully the compliments will 

continue from higher command as 
well, Graves said. He took pictures 
of all the decorations and sent them 
up to his superiors in Baghdad for 
entry into the best decorated dining 
facility in Iraq competition. 

No matter the outcome, it will 
not affect Graves’s commitment to 
the troops for following years.

Next year he plans to add more 
decorations as well.

To reduce work load, the 
favorite decorations of the staff 
made of non perishable items will 
be kept for next year, allowing the 
staff to work on new decorations, 
Graves said.
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Although Soldiers of 
the 2nd Brigade won’t 
be around to see them, 
comrades from their 
sister brigade, the 4th 
BCT, Vanguard, will 
be able to see the new 
improvements next year.

Soldiers can continue 
to enjoy the works of 
this year though through 
Jan. 1. Although the 
decorations will come 
down throughout the day, 
Soldiers will be able to 

Photos by Sgt. Kevin Stabinsky

“We have a wonderful time doing 
decorations. Its a special treat for people 
doing a special job.”

-Tonya Hall Lowry
Rocky’s dining facility dining facility administrator

revel in the special dinner 
planned that day, Graves 
said.

While the dining 
facility will return to 
its normal state Jan. 2, 
Soldiers won’t have to 
wait too much longer for 

new decorations to pop 
up. 

On Feb. 3, Super 
Bowl Sunday, Rocky’s 
will be decorated with 
football memorabilia and 
will broadcast the Super 
Bowl pregame show and 

game on the big screen 
TVs in the building, 
Graves said.

Although the gesture 
is small, Graves said it is 
just a little something he 
hopes he can do to make 
life seem more normal 
around the base for the 
Soldiers.

“We have a wonderful 
time doing decorations,” 
Lowry said. “It’s a special 
treat for people doing a 
special job.”

Above: The Christmas story, taken from 
the gospel of Luke, presented in a new 
medium: cake.

Left: Rocky’s dining facility, dining 
facility administrator, Tonya Hall 
Lowry’s favorite decoration, the Nativity 
scene, was built from cardboard, 
Styrafoam and empty boxes. “It is the 
reason behind Christmas,” she said.

Above: A blank table is left in memory for all missing 
Soldiers. 

Right: Sgt. 1st Class Michael Smith, aviation operations 
sergeant, enjoys his meal of Turkey, stuffing and vegetables.
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See GOV’T page 8

Soldiers give Iraqis gift of government
Sgt. Jason Stadel
2nd BCT PAO

Photos by Sgt. Luis Delgadillo

The Arab Jabour governance center 
officially opened Dec. 27 with a 
large ceremony on the grounds of 
the center. More than 250 people 
were in attendance. 
     The center will function similar 
to a city hall for Arab Jabour. It 
will be the headquarters for the 
Arab Jabour Governance Council, 
and the Concerned Local Citizens; 
there is also a meeting room, 
kitchen, reception room, and 
offices for area officials. 
     Local Iraqis will be able to bring 
infrastructure and political issues to 
Arab Jabour leaders at the center.
     Lt. Col. Kenneth Adgie, 1st 
Battalion, 30th Infantry Regiment, 
2nd Brigade Combat Team, said 
the opening of the governance 
center is symbol of the progress in 
security that has been made in Arab 
Jabour during the last six months. 
     “This symbolic building is 
where people can get problems 
solved.”
     He said this is a step forward in 
the political progress being made in 
Arab Jabour.
     Six months ago, Arab Jabour 

had almost no Coalition Force 
presence and al Qaeda in Iraq used 
the community as a safe-haven and 
imposed a strict Islamic law on the 
residents. 
     With the arrival of 2nd BCT, 
the fifth and final surge brigade, 
1-30th Inf. Regt. was able to move 
into the area and push al Qaeda out 
of the area, a long-time insurgent 
stronghold. 
     The battalion also started the 
CLC movement in Arab Jabour 
that has grown to more than 800 
local Iraqis from the area. The 
CLCs will provide security for the 
Arab Jabour governance center.
     Adgie and his battalion began 
conducting offensive combat 
operations against al Qaeda in 
June. CLCs began guarding the 
community’s infrastructure about 
four months ago.

     “This is Iraqis working with 
Iraqis to improve the basic needs of 
their people,” Adgie said.
     Local Iraqis in attendance 
praised the opening of the center 
and the overall improved security 
in Arab Jabour.
     “Today is a great day for our 
region and for all of Baghdad,” said 
Majid Hamad Yasien al’ Jabouri. 
“This is a great day for all of the 
Iraqi people.”
     Majid added he was happy to 
be a part of the celebration at the 
governance center but the best part 
of the day was seeing the people of 
Arab Jabour being free to live their 
lives without the over watch of a 
dictator or al Qaeda.
     “The real happiness is outside 
with the farmers working and the 

Lt. Col. Ken Adgie (left), 1st Battalion, 30th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat 
Team, commander, and Yacoob Yuosif, Rashid District Council Chairman, walk 
through the new Arab Jabour Governance Center that opened Dec. 27.

A local Iraqi plays trumpet during the 
celebration of the opening of the Arab 
Jabour governance center Dec. 27.
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* Wires are present everywhere throughout the 
country.
* Flying at lower altitudes subjects aircraft to 
an increased risk of hitting wires, especially at 
unimproved landing areas.
* If possible, fly at higher altitudes and land only 
at surveyed HLZs.
*  If mission dictates flying at lower altitudes or 
landing at unimproved / surveyed areas, conduct 
a thorough map recon prior to mission execution.
* If mission allows, perform a high and low recon 
of the intended landing area prior  to making an 
approach.
* When conducting AWT or SWT operations, do 
not become fixated on a target, especially when 

Wires, Towers, Flight Hazards
at lower altitudes.
* Always keep an active scan of the area, 
watching for wires and obstacles.

File PhotoFile Photo

GOV’T cont. from page 7

children going to school. 
This didn’t happen 
before,” Majid said.
     Many high-level 
Coalition and Iraqi 
officials were at the 
ceremony. The guest 
list included Col. 
Terry Ferrell, 2nd BCT 
commander, Col. James 
Adams, 2nd BCT, deputy 
commander, Lt. Col. 
Kenneth Adgie, 1-30 Inf. 
Reg. commander, Gen. 

Abu Karim, 7th Iraqi 
National Police brigade 
commander, retired Iraqi 
Army general Mustafa 
Kamel Hamad Shabib 
al’ Jabouri, leader of 
the Arab Jabour CLCs, 
Sheikh Tomah Hamad Ali 
Shabib al’Jabouri, Arab 
Jabour community leader, 
Sheikh Ali Majid Mushir 
al-Dulaymi, CLC leader 
in Hawr Rajab, Yacoob 
Yuosif, Rashid District 

Photos by Sgt. Luis Delgadillo

“Today is a great day for our region and for 
all of Baghdad. This is a great day for all of 
the Iraqi people.”

-Majid Hamad Yasien al’ Jabouri
Arab Jabour resident

Council Chairman, and 
Hamash Kadom, Rashid 
Nahia Council Chairman.
     The governance center 
has been refurbished with 
new furniture, computers, 

Internet and offices for 
Arab Jabour and CLC 
council members. It is but 
one more step to a safe, 
secure new Iraq that can 
govern and care for itself.

Above: Moustafa Kamel Hamad Shabib al’ 
Jabouri, leader of the Arab Jabour Concerned 
Local Citizens, speaks with a member of the Iraqi 
media Dec. 27. 

Left: Concerned Local Citizens celebrate by 
dancing. 



Page 9

Courtesy photos

Spartan Chronicle: Vol. 2,  Issue 6

Georgian dentists ensure patients 
receive proper treatment for teeth
     December 8 was a good day for 
the 948th Forward Surgical Team 
and the Georgian Army. A few 
days prior, a Georgian Soldier was 
brought to the hospital with a major 
oral infection affecting multiple 
teeth, and an extreme phobia of 
procedures involving his mouth.

With the medical support 
provided at the Company C, 26th 
BSB, medical facility the Soldier 
was able to return to duty in hours 
instead of days or weeks.

Capt. Jeff Scott, Company C, 
26th BSB, dental officer, 1st Lt. 
Ramos Gelashvili, Georgian Army 
dental officer, and the 948th FST, 
prevented the Soldier’s evacuation 
to the 86th Combat Support 
Hospital in Baghdad, located 
60 minutes by air from Forward 
Operating Base Delta.

Scott worked on the Georgian 
Soldier in the 948th FST operating 
room. In order to overcome the 
patient’s fear of surgery the patient 
was put under general anesthesia. 
As soon as the patient was under, 
Scott began to operate. With 
Gelashvili watching over Scott 
performed the operation.  “It is 
a nice feeling to be able to help 
someone who has been in a great 
deal of pain,” Scott said.  

As the only U.S. Army dental 
asset on FOB Delta, Scott and 
dental technicians routinely serve 
as the last stop for many Coalition 
Force Soldiers struggling with 
infections and trauma of the mouth 
and face from places such as the 

Spcs. Kristen Colby and Krista Ceretti
26th Brigade Support Battalion

Republic of Georgia, El Salvador, 
and Kazakhstan.  

“Through the use of better 
facilities, technology, and training, 
the Company C, 26th BSB dental 
team prevents (many of the) 
medical evacuation flights to the 
CSH every month.  The Company 
C Dental Team is a real force 
multiplier for the effort in Wasit 
Province,” said Capt. Bradley 
Hudson, Company C commander.   

In the remote and austere 
operating environment of FOB 
Delta, the ability to defeat ailments 
as common as the toothache 
keeps many Coalition Force 
soldiers engaged in their mission 
and preserves precious limited 

MEDEVAC resources for only the 
most serious cases.  

In another display of the team’s 
skill Scott’s crew also delivered 
care to the commander of the Iraqi 
Police in the Wasit Province, Gen. 
Hanin.  In this particular instance, 
Hanin was experiencing an acute 
and painful condition, and the 
Company C dental team was able 
to help.

In a continued effort to foster 
better relationships between the 
U.S. Army and its Iraqi partners, 
other Coalition Force medics 
will arrange medical care with 
Company C 26th BSB when 
specialized medical expertise is 
required.

Dental Soldiers from Company C, 26th Brigade Support Battalion, 2nd Brigade 
Combat Team, and the 948th Forward Surgical Team, work on the mouth of a 
Georgian Army Soldier Dec. 8 at Forward Operating Base Delta. The Soldiers were 
able to help the Soldier overcome his mouth infection and get him back to duty. “It 
is a nice feeling to be able to help someone who has been in a great deal of pain,” 
said Capt. Jeff Scott, Company C, 26th BSB, dental officer.

Courtesy photo 
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Soldiers draw 
away boredom 

with artwork

See ART page 11

Sgt. Kevin Stabinsky
2nd BCT PAO

It is all what you make of 
it. For some Soldiers of the 
2nd Brigade Combat Team, 
3rd Infantry Division they are 
spending some of their free time 
making something out of nothing 
at all. 

For several budding artists, 
doodles are being transformed 
into works of art.

Pfc. You Lee, Headquarters 
and Headquarters Company, 
26th Brigade Support Battalion, 
2nd BCT, 3rd Inf. Div. supply 

specialist, said she finds solace in 
her drawings whenever the woes 
of boredom or stress invade.

“I do it for fun, in my free 
time or when I’m bored,” said 
the Ellicott City, Md., native.

Like Lee, Pfc. Justin Duff, 
fire support element office, said 
he turns to his notebook to help 
pass the time.

Although he doesn’t follow 
a regular schedule, saying some 
days he feels like drawings and 
others he doesn’t, one consistency 
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ART cont. from page 10

for Duff is the amount of 
improvement he sees in 
his work.

“I just keep doing it, 
getting better over time,” 
said the Braselton, Ga., 
native.

Duff, who has a 
family full of artists 
- both his mother and 
younger sister are 
proficient drawers - 
ironically said his talent 
was not motivated by his 
family, but by his friends.

His friends would 
draw and then sell 

Left: Pfc. Justin Duff displays a drawing of Future Trunks, 
a cartoon character from the Japanese anime Dragonball 
Z. Duff, who has been drawing for seven years, draws 
characters from his favorite anime cartoons.

Above: Another of Duff’s drawings, once again of a 
Dragonball Z character, this time Gohan. Duff’s mother and 
younger sister are also proficient artists.

Previous page: The entrance to the 2-3 Brigade Troops 
Battalion is flanked by paintings done by 2-3 BTB S3 
noncommissioned officer and artist Staff Sgt. Gregory 
Goforth. Goforth also helped create several wooden plaques 
and unit crests inside the building with the help of Sgt. 
Michael Zimmerle, 2-3 BTB commander’s security detail. 

Photos by Sgt. Kevin Stabinsky

their drawings, often to 
Duff. Motivated by his 
entrepreneur friends, he 
took up the craft.

Although he took 
up their drawing skills, 
he did not take up their 
salesmanship. 

“I just do it for 
myself,” he said. “It is 
something to pass time 
and get my mind off of 
things.”

Like Duff, Staff 
Sgt. Gregory Goforth, 
operations non 
commissioned officer, 2-3 

Brigade Troops Battalion, 
said he works mainly for 
himself. However, despite 
trying to be low key, his 
talents were recognized 
by his superiors, who 
asked him to begin work 
to beautify the battalion’s 
office building.

The project led him to 
paint the battalion’s motto 

on the tactical operation 
center entranceway, as 
well as paint and help 
construct wood carvings 
in the building. Along 
with Sgt. Michael 
Zimmerle, 2-3 BTB 
commander’s personal 
security detail, he helped 

“I just do it for myself. It is something to pass 
time and get my mind off of things.”

-Pfc. Justin Duff
Fire Support Element specialist, 2nd BCT
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carve, sand and paint the carvings 
hanging in the building.

Although he said his work is 
no “Mona Lisa,” and that his art is 
mainly a hobby, it hasn’t stopped 
people from complimenting his 
work.

While such praise might be on 
an individual level, the fruits of his 
labor are something all Soldiers 
can take pride in, said Master Sgt. 
Michael Howle, chief of training, 
Forward Operating Base Kalsu 
NCO Academy.

“It makes Soldiers feel they got 
home away from home,” he said. 
“It gives them something they can 
take pride in, something they can 
look at and know it was nothing 
at the start but ended as a product 
they were proud of.”

Although many people may 

To spice up the atmosphere outside the 26th Brigade Support Battalion tactical 
operations center, a group of barriers were painted with the unit’s motto and unit 
crest. “It makes Soldiers feel they got home away from home,” said Master Sgt. 
Michael Howle, chief of training, Forward Operating Base Kalsu non commissioned 
officer Academy. “It gives them something they can take pride in, something they 
can look at and know it was nothing at the start but ended as a product they were 
proud of.”

Photos by Sgt. Kevin Stabinsky

Art found its way into the 2-3 Brigade Troops Battalion TOC. The unit crest and 3rd Infantry Division patch were carved, 
sanded and painted by Staff Sgt. Gregory Goforth, 2-3 BTB S3 NCO, and Sgt. Michael Zimmerle, 2-3 BTB commander’s 
personal security detail. 
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 Brigham Young University
 Buffalo Sabres    
 Chicago Bears Shouts
 Denver Broncos Shouts 
 Detroit Pistons 
 Houston Texans
 Kansas City Chiefs
 Minnesota Timberwolves
 NAVY       
 New Orleans Saints
 NY Giants 
 NY Islanders 
 NY Jets 
 Pittsburgh Penguins 
 St Louis Rams 
 Tennessee Titans 
 University of Florida
 University of Maryland 
 University of Minnesota 
 Washington Redskins
 Wright State University 

All you need to say is your: Name, Rank, Where you 
are stationed in Iraq, Where you are from, and add a 
message to the team.

*All interviews are taped and can be shared over the 
Web with your family – and it’s free! See www.dvidshub.
net for more details and to see what the world’s finest 
Soldiers have been up to. 

To participate, e-mail 1LT Kalen Smith at: kalen.marie.
smith@2bct3id.army.mil
 

1. We have another request for HOCKEY Shout outs!!! 
The Pittsburgh Penguins are playing the Buffalo Sabres 
on Jan 1st. They are giving free tickets to military 
personel and we would love to get some troops saying 
high to the teams and the Soldiers/Marines watching the 
game for free! 

2. We are interested in getting some Shout outs for the 
Armed Forces Bowl. This will be for the people in the 
stadium. Some could be a general Happy New Year 
to those at the Armed Forces Bowl or home. We really 
need some shout outs from Army soldiers/Officers. 
Record them ASAP and we will get them to ESPN. 

3. This year DVIDS will be working the US ARMY ALL 
AMERICAN BOWL in San Antonio, TX from January 
1st till January 5th with live interviews and B-Roll 
distribution. We would love to get some “Shout outs” for 
the US ARMY ALL AMERICAN BOWL from the Troops 
in the Middle East. 

4. Also, we are looking for some Dallas Cowboys fans to 
talk about the cowboys in front of the camera. The local 
battalion would like to get some soundbites with North 
Texas Soldiers about the Dallas Cowboys.  They would 
specifically want them to talk about Tony Romo, Jason 
Whitten, and/or Coach Phillips.  

Questions like: 
Are they watching the games? 
Does it help with Morale? 
What do they think of Romo? Whitten?  The Cowboys 
as a team this year? 
Does it get them excited to watch? 
5. TEAM SHOUT OUTS NEEDED FOR:
 Baltimore Ravens   

We Want YOU! Shoutout for DVIDS shoutouts

ART cont. from page 12

never see their work like Goforth’s 
paintings, both Lee and Duff take 
pride in their skills, improvements 
they are seeing in their work and 
new techniques learned.

“I keep improving,” said Lee, 
who learned her skill initially from 
friends when she was young and 
honed in high school art classes. 
“I’m adding details.”

Likewise, Duff, who draws 
characters from anime, or Japanese 

cartoons, said he is perfecting and 
adding new techniques such as 
shading to his pencil drawings.

The improvements have 
garnered Lee some fans. She said 
some of her friends have asked for 
her drawings and that she often has 
to draw several copies for people.

The passing on of her work is 
a minor motivation for her. Even if 
no one wanted her art, it would still 
be a hobby she would engage in 

just to pass the time, she said.
With seven months left in the 

2nd BCT’s deployment, there is 
plenty of time for all the artists to 
continue to work on their skills, 
fill their notebooks and more 
importantly their time.

“It’s something I like,” said 
Goforth, a native of Belle Glads, 
Fla., who took art classes in high 
school as well. “It’s something to 
pass a minute.”



     On Christmas day, there was no 
sleigh for runners in the Forward 
Operating Base Kalsu “10 K.”

The holiday Jingle Bell Run, 
sponsored by the base Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation Center, 
was designed to motivate Soldiers 
and get them into the festive spirit, 
said 1st Lt. Andrew Shadley, MWR 
coordinator.

Despite the chill, the turn 
out was a record for the run: 130 
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SPORTS

Jingle bell, jingle bell, jingle bell run
Runners gather at the starting line of the Forward Operating Base Kalsu Jingle Bell Run Christmas Day. One-hundred-and-
thirty Soldiers showed up to run the 10-km race.

Photo by Sgt. Kevin Stabinsky

See RUN page 15

Sgt. Kevin Stabinsky
2nd BCT PAO

Soldiers.
“This was a good turn out,” 

Shadley said. “Last run we had 
about 50 people.”

Like the last run, the Turkey 
Trot, held on Thanksgiving, 
Soldiers who participated received 
a T-shirt. Medals were awarded 
to the top three male and female 
competitors.

Although she wasn’t running 
for a medal, 1st Lt. Charmaine 
Lett, executive officer, Company 
A, 26th Brigade Support Battalion, 

2nd Brigade Combat Team, 
ended up narrowly beating out 
fellow 26th BSB Soldier, 1st. Lt. 
Quinalin Green, Headquarters and 
Headquarters Company.

The two were separated by a 
mere second; Lett finished in 48 
minutes, 2 seconds.

“I have a competitive streak,” 
Lett said, adding she likes to run, 
having run 10-km races in college. 
“I’ve been practicing.”
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RUN cont. from page 14

     She has also been 
competing in the previous 
runs, having run the July 
4 and Memorial Day runs.
     There will be other 
runs in the future for her 
and other competitors 
to test their skills and 

Top three finishers: 
Male

1) Spc. Michael Bogner                                             39:42
Company G, 703rd Brigade Support Battalion, 4th 
Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division
2) Capt. Andrew Jones
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2nd 
Battalion, 502nd Infnf. Reg, 3rd BCT, 101 st Airborne 
Div.
3) Pfc. David Mengon
HHC, 2nd Battalion, 502nd Inf. Reg, 3rd BCT, 101 st 
Airborne Div.

Female
1) 1st Lt. Charmaine Lett                                       48:02
Company A, 26 BSB, 2nd BCT, 3rd Inf. Div.
2) 1st Lt. Quinalin Green
HHC, 26 BSB, 2nd BCT, 3rd Inf. Div.
3) Staff Sgt. Loyra Folmor
Company B, 703rd Brigade Support Battalion, 4th 
BCT, 3rd Inf. Div.

“I ran 6 miles around FOB Kalsu and all I got is this T-shirt,” 
said Capt. Jeffrey Prokopowicz, Company A commander, 2-3 
Brigade Troops Battalion, 2nd Brigade Combat Team.

abilities at. 
     Due to the success of 
the run, more runs are 
scheduled for the future, 
Shadley said.
     The next run is 
scheduled for President’s 
Day, Feb. 18.

First Lt. Charmaine Lett (right), executive officer, Company A, 
26th Brigade Support Battalion, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 
reaches out to narrowly beat out fellow 26 BSB Soldiers 1st 
Lt. Quinalin Green, physician assistant, Headquarters and 
Headquarters Company charge during the Christmas Jingle 
Bell 10 km run at Forward Operating Base Kalsu. 

Photo by Sgt. Kevin Stabinsky

Spc. Savonne.Standfield, 2nd BCT, 3rd Inf. Div., S2 
intelligence analyst, (left) is motivated toward the finish line 
by Staff Sgt. Lloyd Hughart, 2nd BCT S2 Operations non 
commissioned officer in charge.

Photo by Sgt. Kevin Stabinsky

Photo by Pfc. Amanda McBride



Sgt. Kevin Stabinsky
2nd BCT PAO

Page 16 Spartan Chronicle: Vol. 2,  Issue 6

MWR
Fresh face brings fresh ideas to MWR

First Lt. Andrew Shadley, Forward Operating Base Kalsu 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation Officer, prepares to fire a 
blank round to start off the Jingle Bell Run Christmas Day. 

Photo by Sgt. Kevin Stabinsky

Despite being a 
first lieutenant, 
Andrew Shadley 

is responsible for nearly 
2,500 Soldiers.
     Shadley is the new 
Morale, Welfare and 

Recreation Officer for 
Forward Operating Base 
Kalsu.
      As MWR coordinator, 
Shadley’s job entails 
helping Soldiers have fun 
while deployed.
      Fun can come in a 
variety of forms. There 

are external ways, such 
as having celebrities and 
sports figures come by, 
as well as internal ways, 
such as talent shows and 
morale runs.
     “We love to get 
celebrities, the big 
names,” said the San 
Antonio, Texas native.
     Between big acts 
coming to visit, Shadley 
said he works on internal 
events he can run with 
base resources.
     Currently Shadley is 
focusing these resources 
on the next three big 
special days: New Year’s 
Day, Super Bowl Sunday 
and President’s Day.
     For New Year’s Eve, 
the MWR Center will 
host a New Year’s Eve 
Party. On New Year’s 
Day, the base will host a 
talent show.
     On Feb. 3, Super Bowl 
Sunday, the base will 
host the championship 
game, the Kalsu Super 
Bowl, for the base’s flag 
football tournament, with 
3rd Infantry Division 
commanding general, 
Maj. Gen. Rick Lynch, 
awarding the winner team 
with an award.
     The dining facility will 
also host a special meal 
and run the Super Bowl 
and pregame show on the 

big screen.
     For President’s Day, 
Feb. 18, another run 
similar to the Christmas 
Day Jingle Bell Run will 
be held, with T-shirts and 
medals given out.
      Regular events are 
also held daily at the 
MWR center. Soldiers 
can view these events on 
the calendar on the last 
page of each edition of 
the Spartan Chronicle.
     Commanders and 
front-line leaders can also 
help raise awareness of 
the events by letting their 
Soldiers know about the 
events, Shadley said. He 
said he sends blast emails 
to commanders and 
senior non commissioned 
officers for distribution.
     Soldiers can also 
look for flyers posted in 
high traffic areas like the 
dining facility, gym and 
MWR Center.

Thinking of activities for 
Soldiers is part of the job 
for MWR officer, 1st Lt. 
Andrew Shadley.



Unless otherwise stated, all events begin 
at 1930. Times and events are subject to 
change. Special events are in red italics.

             5
Texas Hold’em

R&B music 
night

7
Checkers

Chess

14
Ping Pong

Chess

21
Checkers

Chess

31
NEW 

YEAR’S EVE 

           8
Monopoly
Spades

          15
Checkers
Spades

         9
Salsa music 

night

        11
Movie Night

Spades

          25
Movie Night

Hip hop music 
night

        10
Pool

Dominoes

          17
Pool

Dominoes

          12
 Texas Hold’em
Country music 

night

           19     
Texas Hold’em

R&B music 
night

          26 
Texas Hold’em
Country music 

night
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Word on the street
“What did you get for Christmas this year?”

“WWE 
Smackdown for 
the Wii.”

“Some PSP 
games.”

“A coffee mug 
and pictures of 
my son.”

 1
NEW 

YEAR’S 
Talent Show

2nd Lt. Shannon Brusseau   
Company B, 26th BSB

Maj. John Brock
2nd BCT Information Officer

Pfc. Steven Littleton
Company A, 2-3 BTB

Spartan Chronicle: Vol. 2,  Issue 6

           30
Halo 2

Oldies music 
night

           2
Salsa music 

night

           3
Pool

Dominoes

           4
Movie Night

Spades

        24
Pool

Dominoes

         16
Salsa music 

night

         23
Salsa music 

night

           18
Movie Night

Spades

             6
Halo 2

Oldies music 
night

           13
Halo 2

Oldies music 
night

           20
Halo 2

Oldies music 
night

          27   
Halo 2

Oldies music 
night

22
Monopoly
Spades

28
Ping Pong

Chess

          29
Checkers
Spades

January


