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WTh e RANGLER
Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen Mourn One of 
Their Own By Spc. John Ortiz

Public Affairs NCO

CAMP ARIFJAN, Kuwait – Several hundred 
service members filled the chapel here, April 15 to pay 
their last respects to Staff Sgt. Jesse A. Ault, who died of 
injuries sustained when an improvised explosive device 
struck his vehicle April 9. 

Tears fell from the eyes of Soldiers, Sailors and 
Airmen who knew Ault, as they gathered to listen to 
several speakers at the memorial.

The ceremony began with a short prayer from 
Capt. Erik Grambling, the Joint Logistics Task Force 28 
Battalion Chaplain, “[God] knew us before we were born, 
he knew our lives before we lived a single one of them.”

“We are not left alone in our grief and sorrow, but 
are confident [of God’s] desire to be with us now,” said 
Grambling.

CAMP ARIFJAN, Kuwait – The centerpiece for Staff Sgt. Jesse A. Ault stands at the center of the 
stage before the memorial service at the chapel April 15. Ault died as a result of injuries sustained 
when an improvised explosive device struck his vehicle Apr. 9 while on convoy in Central Baghdad. 
Photo by Spc. John Ortiz

Chaplain Grambling then introduced 
the JLTF 28 Battalion commander, Lt. Col. 
Christopher Benoit. 

 “I did not have the opportunity to 
know Staff Sergeant Ault beyond his firm 
handshake and smile,” said Benoit. “His 
death again reminded me of the great 
sacrifice we are prepared to make for one 
another, our families and our country.”

Ault, a native of Dublin, Va., was a 
husband, father and son. He previously 
deployed in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom twice. 

Ault, after being notified that his 
comrades from a previous deployment were 
mobilizing again, pledged his services once 
more to the Virginia National Guard to 
take his wife’s place for deployment.  

After, Lt. Col. Benoit’s comments, 1st 
Lt. Steven Thompson, Staff Sgt. Ault’s 
platoon leader, rose to the podium and 

SEE Memorial · Page 5

CAMP ARIFJAN, Kuwait – Chaplain Erik Grambling, the Joint Logistics Task 
Force 28 Battalion Chaplain renders a prayer, as members of his company bow 
their heads during the memorial service for Staff Sgt. Jesse A. Ault, April 15.          
Photo by Spc. John Ortiz
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Our BTB Commander’s Word

LTC Kevin Stevens
Brigade Troops Battalion Commander

On behalf of the Soldiers and 
Families of the 4th Sustainment 
Brigade,  Brigade Troops Battalion 
(BTB), I would like to welcome our 
newcomers, their Families and the 
9th Financial Management Company 
to the ‘Wolfpack’ formation. The 
Soldiers of the ‘Wolfpack’ Battalion 
live by the motto ‘Hem Perficite’ 
which translates to ‘Just Get It Done.’  
Our motto exemplifies the integrity, 

honor, and excellence in all that we do. 

I would like to share a little about 
the ‘Wolfpack’ Battalion. Th e Soldiers 
of this distinct formation hail from Fort 
Hood, Texas. Th e 4th Sustainment 
Brigade, Brigade Troops Battalion was 
established on 16 December 2004.  So 
far, the Brigade Troops Battalion has 
served in Operation Iraqi Freedom 
05-07 in Taji, Iraq, and is currently 
deployed to Kuwait in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom 08-10. Th is 
battalion is currently task organized 
with a Headquarters and Headquarters 
Company,  Signal Company, and a 
Finance Company.  Th e ‘Wolfpack’ 
battalion is the primary life support 
for the 4th Sustainment Brigade 
Headquarters, and is conducting 
operations for the 4th Sustainment 
Brigade, focusing on logistical support, 
tactical communication, organizational 
maintenance, Level I Medical Support, 
combat medical support, fi nancial 
management support, and food service 

support. To all of the subordinate 
battalions, the BTB is committed to 
providing you with responsive mission 
support and customer service. 

To the Soldiers of the ‘Wolfpack’ 
Battalion, I recognize the commitment 
and increasing sacrifices that you and 
your Families are continuing to make.

 
Our foundation for success is 

derived from your strength and ability 
to be flexible and open for changes. 
One of the key elements for managing 
change and stress is maintaining a 
positive attitude. Find the silver lining 
in the challenges you are facing and 
turn them into opportunities. 

I charge to the ‘Wolfpack’ Battalion, 
that the journey has just begun, let’s 
continue to press for excellence, drive 
for improved performance and value in 
all that we do.

Wolfpack 6, out.
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CSM C.W. Mitchell, Jr.
Brigade Troops Battalion 

Command Sergeant Major

Welcome to all of our newcomers 
and their Families and 9th Financial 
Management Company. Thank you for 
quickly assimilating into the ‘Wolfpack’ 
routine. 

It’s my experience that nothing 
is more important than keeping our 
Soldiers and Families safe!  This boils 
down to discipline and enforcing 
standards, so the junior leaders are 

the first order of business.  You have 
the most important job at any level in 
the Army – and if we get this right, 
most of our challenges will either 
never appear or disappear.  

“ Taking care of Soldiers” is a 
tough course in Leadership 101, 
and identifies who wants to fish 
and who wants to cut bait!  Awards, 
NCOERS and Retention, are leader 
responsibilities.  

Generally, our Soldiers will 
maximize these opportunities directly 
proportionate to their leadership’s ability. 

The Army is a people-based 
organization and comprised of 
numerous types of Family units.  
Our formation has Soldiers who 
range from single with close Family 
members: Mother, Father, siblings, 
children, etc. to married Soldiers 
with their Families (and extended 
Families), stationed with them – often 

times married Army couples both 
have their duffle bags packed.

I challenge all Soldiers to establish 
some educational and financial goals.  

For those who’ve secured a 
formal education and the power of 
compounding interest, encourage 
another Soldier to do the same.  

Some Soldiers are moving at the 
speed of light, others are receiving 
information with the speed of 
sound, and the Wolfpack Battalion 
is continuing to grow the best 
Noncommissioned Officers in the 
world.  

Leaders presence is important - 
“Competence is my watchword…” this 
requires work and a team effort to 
attain!

Wolfpack 7, out.
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Chaplain’s Corner

Equal Opportunity

MISSION: The Equal Opportunity 
Program formulates, directs, and
sustains a comprehensive effort to 
maximize human potential and to 
ensure fair treatment for all persons 
based solely on merit, fi tness, and 
capability in support of readiness. 

    EO philosophy is based on 
fairness, justice, and equity.  
Commanders are responsible for 
sustaining a positive EO climate 
within their units. Specifi cally, the 
goals of the EO program are to:

    -- Provide EO for military 

personnel, and Family members, 
both on and off post and within 
the limits of the laws of localities, 
states, and host nations.

    -- Create and sustain effective 
units by eliminating discriminatory
behaviors or practices that 
undermine teamwork, mutual 
respect, loyalty, and shared 
sacrifi ce of the men and women of 
America’s Army.

POLICY: The policy of Equal 
Opportunity is to provide equal 
opportunity and fair treatment 

for military personnel, Family 
members without regard to race, 
color, gender, religion, or national 
origin, and provide an environment 
free of unlawful discrimination and 
offensive behavior.

The policy:

    --  Applies during duty and non-
duty hours.

    --  Applies to working, living, 
and recreational environments.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROGRAM AND POLICY

ETHNIC OBSERVANCES/SPECIAL COMMEMORATION

I Sgt 1st Class James, Chalon as the 4th Sustainment Brigade Equal Opportunity Advisor would like to thank 
all the Soldiers and civilians of the community in advance for their support of all the ethnic events that we 
conduct throughout the year!! 

                                             Asian/Pacifi c Islander Month Luncheon
                                                                      29 May 2008, 1130-1300 
                                                                      The TAAC Bldg Zone 6

“You will surely forget your trouble, recalling it as waters gone by. Life will be brighter 
than noonday, and darkness will become like morning. You will be secure, because there is 
hope; you will look about you and take your rest in safety. You will lie down, with no one 

to make you afraid, and many will count your favor.” 
Job 11:16-19

We have a variety of services for all your viewing and listening pleasure. So come on by or give us a call. We 
would love to hear from you. You can call Chaplain Ramon Pena at 786-4504 or the Chaplain’s assistant SPC 
Brian Henry at 964-1471.
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Memorial Continued from Page 1 

stated that “Ault was a very squared-away 
non-commissioned officer by the way he 
presented himself and the appearance he 
portrayed as a professional Soldier.”

“One day, Staff Sgt. Ault approached 
me and asked to be considered for the lead 
vehicle commander,” said Thompson. “It 
was apparent with his prior experience in 
Iraq, determination, ability to navigate, and 
his desire to be in front; he was [the right 
person for the job.]”

“He was truly a family man,” said 
Thompson. “He was always there to help 
members of his platoon and did whatever 
had to be done to standard and without any 
hesitation.”

Ault was a motor transport operator, 
who was born Feb. 18, 1980. He graduated 
from high school in 1998 and enlisted into 
the Army Delayed Entry Program.

He finished his active duty tour in 
2002 and volunteered to serve with the 
Virginia National Guard.  Ault’s tour was 
nearly complete, when he volunteered to 
lead his fellow Soldiers again into Iraq. 

“[Ault] had a dry sense of humor, 

but always knew when 
to throw in a joke to 
lighten up the mood,” 
said Staff Sgt. Jarrett 
Souza, Ault’s platoon 
sergeant. “It was an 
honor to have served 
with him and a privilege 
to call him a friend,” 
said Souza.

Two members of 
his company, Spc. David 
Teakell and Spc. Jeffrey 
McDaniel stood up and 
sang “Amazing Grace” 
leaving the chapel in 
somber thought. 

Following the hallowed singing of 
“Amazing Grace”, Chaplain Grambling 
stood back up and said the memorial 
meditation. “One theme stood out from all 
the [stories] you’ve shared,” he said, “Staff 
Sgt. Ault raised the bar for many of us, he 
had served his time, done a deployment, but 
rejoined the Army to be with his buddies.”

“ Though his unit’s time was short, he 
was doing his duty that night. Because he 
was there, one of you did not have to be. 
Jesse truly laid down his life for another,” 
said Gambling.

“May his sacrifice be a reminder of a 
God who didn’t just teach us, but showed 
us; that greater love has no one than this, 
that he lay down his life for his friends,” he 
said.

Once completed, Sgt. 1st Class Frank 
Mitchell, the fi rst sergeant for Echo Company, 
stood and said the role call. Th e fi nal one did 
not reply.

Seven Soldiers, each shooting three 
times, honored Staff Sgt. Jesse Ault. One 
Soldier played “ Taps,” the sound to lay the 
deceased to  REST.

CAMP ARIFJAN, Kuwait – Members of Echo Company, 429th Forward Support Battalion of the Virginia National Guard salute the memorial centerpiece for Staff Sgt. Jesse A. 
Ault. The Soldiers served together in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. Photo by Spc. John Ortiz

CAMP ARIFJAN, Kuwait – The fi ring squad pays its last respects to Staff Sgt. Jesse 
A. Ault, by fi ring a volley of 21-shots during his memorial service at the chapel 
April 15.  Photo by Spc. John Ortiz
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Medic’s Advice

Before selecting a supplement, do your 
own research on available supplements 
and the conditions for which they may be 
effective.  However, never diagnose yourself 
or use a supplement instead of a proven 
medical treatment.

DO NOT start using a supplement 
until you have discussed your desire to use 
a supplement with your medical provider.  

If you decide in consultation with your 
health care provider to use a supplement, 
be sure to read product labels, and closely 
follow directions for use.  Start with a 
single product, and take the lowest dose.  
Increase the dosage gradually to no more 

than the recommended amount.

Stop taking the supplement if you feel 

worse after taking it or if you develop new 

symptoms.  

If you are pregnant, breastfeeding, 

or taking prescription or FDA-reviewed 

over-the-counter medication(s), check 

with your health care provider first.  Some 

supplements can interact negatively with 

certain drugs and/or foods. 

Purchase supplements from the most 

reliable producers.  Established manufacturers 

and major companies are more likely to 

produce a quality product.  Terms such as 

“natural” do not assure safety.

Be wary of sensational claims.  Remember 

the adage “If it sounds too good to be true, it 
probably is.”

If you experience an adverse effect 
or illness that you think is related to 
supplement use, immediately contact your 
health care provider.

Check the FDA website for consumer 
warnings and general information.  http://
vm.cfsan.fda.gov/~dms/supplmnt.html. 

If you think you have experienced a 
serious reaction to a dietary supplement, 
please go to https://www.accessdata.fda.
gov/scripts/ medwatch/ to complete the 
Online Reporting Form.  If you would 
prefer to report the adverse experience by 
telephone, please call the FDA Office of 
Emergency Operations at 301-443-1240.

Guidelines for Using Supplements  

CAMP BUEHRING, Kuwait 
– In any dangerous situation, the 
right training can help Soldiers stay 
calm and save lives and Soldiers 
of the 4th Sustainment Brigade 
are providing that training in the 
HMMWV Egress Assistance 
Trainer.

“We go over the steps several 
times on what they need to do 
once they are inside the vehicle, 
how to get outside, and what to 
do once they [are] outside the 
vehicle,” Lucatorta said. “ Then we 
bring them over to the simulator. 
We simulate critical angles to 
show how far a HMMWV will 
go before it rolls over. Then we 
simulate a rollover and have them 

Rollover Trainer Saves Lives
By Staff  Sgt. Jacob A. McDonald

50th Public Affairs Detachment

CAMP BUEHRING, Kuwait -- Sgt. Matt Lucatorta, HEAT instructor, 
4th Sustainment Brigade, rolls the HEAT simulator during 
training at Camp Buehring, Kuwait, April 24. The simulator allows 
servicemembers to experience a rollover, and teaches them how to 
safely exit a fl ipped HMMWV in a controlled training environment. 
Photo by Staff Sgt. Jacob A. McDonald

[get outside].”

Participates in the class say they feel 
the training was relevant and would help if 
they were caught in a rollover. 

“ The training was outstanding,” said 
Sgt. 1st Class Robert Jobe, 2nd Battalion, 
43rd Air and Missile Defense Regiment, 
and a native of Burlington, N.C. “It gives 
a good idea of what to expect if this does 
happen. The instructors are very well 
qualified and informed on the material.” 

Lucatorta said previous students have 
told the instructors how the training helped 
them get out of a potentially bad situation.

SEE Rollover · Page 7
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Do you want to  highlight someone or something going on in your unit or section? Have 
a photo that you want posted? Please send all submissions via email to Sgt. Myers at 
angienne.l.myers@kuwait.swa.army.mil. In the body of the email, please include the 
following: Full Name, Rank, Unit and Duty Position. Attach your submissions as a Word 
Document and limit to 300 words. Submissions subjected to edits.  For photo submissions, 
please include a cutline describing the photo (Who, What, When, Where and Why).  

Submissions
THE WRANGLER  wants to hear from you

Contact Sgt. Myers for more information.

CAMP BUEHRING, Kuwait -- Sgt. Matt Lucatorta, HEAT instructor, 4th Sustainment Brigade, goes over the training paperwork with Sgt. 1st Class Robert Jobe, 2nd Battalion, 
43rd Air and Missile Defense Regiment following training at Camp Buehring, Kuwait, April 24. Photo by Staff Sgt. Jacob A. McDonald

“I know Soldiers are leaving the class 
with good knowledge,” said the Pal Cedro, 
Calif., native. “We just had a rollover on one of 
the ranges. [Th e Soldiers involved] had been 
through the class and they said [the training] 
helped them.”

Rollover Continued from Page 6 

“We hear back from Soldiers,” Lucatorta 
said. “Th ey take the time to write us or e-mail 
us and let us know they were involved in an 
accident, and that the training helped save their 
lives; helped them calm down, keep control and 
get out fi ne.”

Lucatorta said he feels the training he 
provides to Soldiers going into Iraq adds to 
the success of the mission. “[Th e training] 
minimizes injuries and potential casualties,” 
he said. “I feel like I am contributing to saving 
Soldiers’ lives.”
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Working And Playing Hard 

Sgt. 1st Class Oran Spradley, a member of the prestigious 
Audie Murphy Club stands ready to direct audience members 
to their seats at the Audie Murphy Induction Ceremony.

The honor guard from 2nd Battalion, 43 Missle and 
Air Defense Regiment render honors during an Audie 
Murphy Induction Ceremony in which Command Sgt. 
Maj. C.W. Mitchell was the guest speaker.

Col. Terence Hermans, the 4th SB commander briefs 
Maj. Gen. Charles Anderson on the capabilities of the 
‘Wrangler’ Brigade.

Maj. Gen. Charles Anderson, the deputy commanding 
general for Army Central Command talks with LTF 28 
commander Lt. Col. Christoper Benoit and Command 
Sgt. Maj. Gilbert Adkins.

Maj. General Charles Anderson talks with LTF 10 
commander Lt. Col Robert Ling during a site visit to 
the 4th Sustainment Brigade.

Maj. Mario Torrez, the brigade 
communications offi cer talks with 
CW5 Andrew Barr, the regimental 
chief warrant offi cer of the Signal 
Corps. 
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Spc. Barnes, a medic with the 4th Sustainment 
Brigade prepares to swing during a softball game 
against EMF-K-O

Master Sgt. Eric Young, the dinning facility noncommissioned 
offi cer-in-charge hands a bat off to a member of the BTB 
softball team after scoring a run against EMF-K-O. 
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Spc. Rommel S. Roldan, a unit supply specialist came into the Army, Feb. 9, 2006. 
He went to Fort Jackson, SC., for basic training and to Fort Lee, VA., for advanced 
individual training. Once completed, he was assigned to Fort Hood, Texas, to the 4th 
Sustainment Brigade. 

Roldan, entered the military to provide help for his Family, and a stepping stone 
in his life. “ The military has helped me in some ways,” said Roldan. He is getting to do 
things that he would not be able to do as a civilian. His decision to make the military a 
career is still undecided. 

His advice to the new Soldiers is “no matter what obstacles you may come across in 
the military or civilian life, always keep your head up and stay safe,” said Roldan. 

 Private 1st Class Charles A. Thomas, a unit supply specialist came in to the 
military Feb. 2, 2006. He went to Fort Jackson, SC., for basic training and Fort Lee, VA., 
for advanced individual training. His first duty station is Fort Hood, Texas with the 4th 
Sustainment Brigade.

Thomas decided to join the Army, because of his brother, “my brother is an 
inspiration to me,” he said. Other reasons were for self-discipline, personal courage, a 
better work ethic, and career advancement. Thomas has served in the military for over 
two years.  He is undecided on whether he will make a career out of military service. His 
father served in the military, as well. 

 His advice to new Soldiers is “if people are going to join the military, don’t do it for 
someone else’s reasons, do it for your own ambitions.”

Private 1st Class Charles A. Th omas
Supply Specialist 

4th Sustainment Brigade

Spc. Rommel S. Roldan
Supply Specialist

4th Sustainment Brigade

WHY I SERVE

Spc. Keith E. Mravlja
Signal Support Systems Specialist

4th Sustainment Brigade

By PV2 James Hemingway
Public Affairs Specialist

Spc. Keith E. Mravlja, known as ‘MJ’  a prior-service cavalry scout and now is a signal 
support systems specialist with the 4th Sustainment Brigade.  Mravlja went to Burke Co. High 
and graduated in June of 2000 and entered the military two weeks later. 

Mravlja wanted a stable job, good benefi ts, and wanted to serve stranger, family and friends 
alike. “Back then when I fi rst enlisted, I did not know of the travel or education and benefi ts 
that were available,” said Mravlja.

Mravlja said he would not make the military a career because he wants to work at the 
corporate level as soon as he gets the education to make it happen.” I am hoping for that to 
happen during this deployment,” said Mravlja.

Th is seems to be a good deployment, mind the dust storms, living conditions and the 
food. “Enjoy your time, in an exotic country, that you would probably never go to regularly,” said 
Mravlja. 
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Hemingway’s Sports Highlights By PV2 James Hemingway
Public Affairs Specialist

CAMP ARIFJAN, Kuwait— The 
Brigade Troops Battalion’s softball team, 
nicknamed ‘Wolfpack’ now with a 3-1 
record, beat the Expeditionary Medical 
Facility-Kuwait’s softball team, 11-9, 
leaving them with no wins after the fourth 
game of the season, at the softball field, 
April 16.

The ‘Wolfpack’ was hungry and 
anxious for the win, riding the momentum 
from last week’s 10-run win against the 
109th Transportation Company, into the 
game.

The game was a close one with the 
winless, EMF-K-O looking for its first win 

of the season. They played well and made 
the ‘Wolfpack’ realize they have to prepare 
for the underdog. 

The 2nd inning was tied, 2-2, but the 
‘Wolfpack’ took the lead in the 3rd inning, 
4-2, and EMF-K-O rallied to take the lead 
back in the 4th inning, 7-4. 

After several tense moments, in which 
‘Lady Luck’ was falling for EMF-K-O, the 
‘Wolfpack’ looked deep inside and started 
making plays.

Spc. David Stout, a combat medic 
and Master Sgt. Eric Young, the non-
commissioned officer-in-charge of food 
services, made several crucial outs that 
turned the tide in favor of the ‘Wolfpack.’ 

The ‘Wolfpack’ rallied with almost 
no time left on the clock to win the game, 
improving the ‘Wolfpack’s’ record and 
keeping EMF-K-O winless.

The ‘Wolfpack’s’ next game is April 
21 at the Zone One softball field. With 
only 6 more games until the playoffs, 
the Wolfpack hopes to make it to the 
championship game.          

CAMP ARIFJAN, Kuwait-- The players of the ‘Wolfpack’, get fi red up for the game against EMF-K-O at the Zone 
One softball fi eld. ‘Wolfpack’ went on to overcome errors in the game to win 11-9. 
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SUDOKU
The rules are simple. All you 
have to do is fi ll in the grid 
so that every row, column, 
and 3x3 square contains the 
number 1 through 9 and the 
same goes for each column. 
In addition, each 3x3 square 
must also contain the numbers 
1 through 9. Remember, each 
puzzle has only one solution.

Puzzle # 1: Beginner
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SEE Mothers Day · Page 12

CAMP ARIFJAN, Kuwait -- Mothers 
of deployed servicemembers all over the world 
now have a reason to celebrate; they can see 
their sons and daughters on television wishing 
them a happy Mother’s Day.

Happy Mother’s Day to All

The 4th Sustainment Brigade’s Public 

Affairs, from Fort Hood, provided a venue 

for Soldiers and Airmen to broadcast their 

love and wishes to their moms, wives, and 

significant others.

Sgt. 1st Class Erick Ritterby, the chief 

of Public Aff airs for the brigade, spearheaded 

the eff ort. 

“I feel we’re providing a great service to 

the Soldiers of [the 4 Sus Bde] by helping 

them deliver greetings back home to their 

loved ones,” he said. “It might be a small part, 

but it’s a part. At the end of the day, if one of 

those greetings play on TV back home and 

a mother, wife or significant other sees it, it 

has all been worth it.”

Recording greetings and sending them 

back home isn’t a new idea. Th e armed services 

have given service members overseas a chance 

to send greetings home for the past 24 years.

Yet the 4th Sus Bde is doing something 
new and improved.

 “Th e idea to do shout-outs is something 
the last public aff airs group did. Th e idea 

was passed 
on to [the 4th 
Sustainment 
Brigade Public 
Aff airs] while 
conducting the 
transition to 
take over the 
PA mission in 
Kuwait,” said 
Ritterby.

“ The 
last group 
had success, 
especially 
during major 
holidays, but [4 

Sus Bde PA] is taking it one step further by 
focusing on smaller holidays and exposing 
[the 4 Sus Bde] Soldiers and Airmen to 
more local TV stations,” said Ritterby.

By Spc. John Ortiz
Public Affairs NCO

CAMP ARIFJAN, Kuwait -- Sgt. Angiene Myers with the 4th Sustainment Briagde Public 
Affairs places a mic on Spc. Keith E. Mravlja, a signal support specialist with the brigade, 
as he prepares to tape a video greeting to this mother.  Photo by Spc. John Ortiz

CAMP ARIFJAN, Kuwait -- Sgt. 1st Class Erick Ritterby, the Public Affairs Chief with the 4th Sustainment Brigade 
tapes Spc. Keith E. Mravlja conducting his Mother’s Day Shout-out to his mom. Photo by Spc. John Ortiz

“Saying a greeting brings me closer to 
my mom and gives her peace of mind,” said 
Sgt. Sheila Rivera, an administrative sergeant 
under the 4th Sus Bde . “It allows my mom to 
see me and see that I’m doing ok,” said Rivera, 
a member with Joint Logistics Task Force 28 
from Manheim, Germany.

“ I think it’s great,” said Lt. Col. 
Christopher Benoit, the commander of JLTF 
28,” it’s important for Soldiers to communicate 
with their families, it gives them something to 
talk about when their loved ones tell them they 
seen their [service member] on TV.”

“It feels good to be able to send a shout-
out to my mom,” said Spc. Keith Mravlja, a 
native of Plythe, Ga., and a signal support 
systems specialist with the 4th Sus Bde, “I 
didn’t expect to be able to do [a greeting] 
while deployed. I’m glad I did it, because it’s 
a surprise gift for my mom and really, it’s just 
another way for them to see me and for me 
to communicate with my parents.”  
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Mothers Day Continued from Page 11

CAMP ARIFJAN, Kuwait -- Members of the 4th Sustainment Brigade Public Affairs Team conduct a Mother’s Day 
Shout-out for Sgt. Sheila Rivera, a command group secretary for Task Force 28. Photo by Spc. John Ortiz

The 4th Sus Bde’s unique mission 
of supplying the war fight in the Central 
Command Area of Operations, allows all 
services to participate in this unique way of 
reaching back home to their family.

“I’ve never done this before,” said 
Airmen 1st Class Jose Sanchez, a native of 

Freemont, Calif., with the 60th Security 
Squadron from Travis Air Force Base, “I 
was nervous but I wanted my mother to see 
my face, to show her that I’m doing ok.”

“ This is a first for us. The 4th Sus 
Bde has never had a public affairs section 
quite like it has right now, and it has never 

had the capability to reach the amount 
of Americans back home that [the 4 Sus 
Bde] can reach now through shout-outs 
and through Dept. of Defense marketing 
efforts,” said Ritterby.

“ The public affairs capability used to 
end at the internal audience, but now [4th 
Sus Bde Public Affairs] has the capability 
to reach any audience worldwide, especially 
back home in America,” he said.

“When a family sees the service 
member on TV, it’s a huge morale boost 
for the family and especially the [service 
member]because he knows now that he 
can do more than just call, it’s good for 
the American populace to see the service 
member in a positive light,” said Ritterby.  

 “It helps public affairs promote and 
support the armed services. When the 
American public sees our (4th Sus Bde) 
Soldiers doing greetings, it’s nothing but 
good things for the 4th Sus Bde and the 
Army,” he said.

CPT Duncan, Corby    2 May 
SGT Martin, Undra    2 May 
SSG Gibson, Rhonda    3 May 
SFC Grant, Jordan    3 May
SPC Dela Fuente, Michael   4 May 
SSG Ferguson, Larry    4 May
PV2 Carlisle, Ryan     5 May 
SGT Hogan, Ebony    5 May
MSG Perry, Barbara    8 May 
SGT Bennett, Shaun    9 May 
SGT Hogan, Matthew    10 May 
SFC James, Gregory    11 May  

SPC Cross, Daniel     12 May 
COL Hermans, Terence   12 May 
SSG Hooper, David    13 May   
SPC Johnson, Linwood   20 May 
MAJ Murphy, James    21 May 
SGT Puffenbarger, Sarah   24 May 
SGT Ortiz, Desiree    25 May
SPC Ruiz, Juan    26 May
SPC Fenelus, Minouche   27 May 
SPC Henry, Brian    28 May  
SSG Coger, Rosielani    29 May 
SPC Chavarria, Angela   30 May

May Birthday  “Shout Outs” for 4th SB 


