"ﬁ * m p & instCoff s B 0., VT

A | et 1\:"'-‘ I.
NOLs, Conilva, Bl
Woluin ok, Tece N

Wings of Destiny

Moot R Bl R ot Do
E‘ Masiaiaie b Bmeie b Juna DR

| |
Wings of Désti

W' et s, 8 -
‘r Tabnma L, e 1 ¥

%

DownN THE LINE

- . PATWIDERS SF AU CONLCT FRES TRANG

—
—




PAGE 2 WinGs OoF DESTINY

Table of Contents ‘

Commander and CSM - Comments

TF Oui Froni Award Ceremony 4
Pilot, Father Receive Silver Star Awards 56
Task Force Na Mercy

96th ASE Motor Pool Keeps Vehicles Rolling 3
Soldier Profile: CWS Wayne Price o
Legal Advice: Using Your VA Loan 1
Thanksgiving 2008 11-12
Visions of Destiny 13

A compilation with 9 of the 10 previous covers

of Winaos of Destiny Magazine.

Wings of Destiny

Published by Task Force Destiny Public Affairs

This Army newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the Department of Defense. Contents

of Wings of Destiny are not mecessarily official views of, or edited by, the U.S5. Govermment, De-

partment of Defense of Department of the Amny. The editorial content of this monthly publication is
the responsibility of the Task Force Dastimy Public Affairs Office, APO AE 09354,

Commander Col. James Richardson
Command Sgt. Maj. Command Sgt. Maj. Mark Herndon
Public Affairs Officer Master Sgt. Antony Joseph

Public Affairs Specialist Spec. George Welcome




WINGE OF DESTINY

PAGE D

©©MMN DER'S COMMENTS

radepmgmhukm Fort Campbell. Our
brethren from the 159" Combal Avation

Brigade are ariving in force; we received
the first of their adreraf), fnther evidence
that our Relef in Place is fully underway.
Soldiers will begin working with their coun-
terparts. . specifically sharing a year’s worth
of experience and knowledge to improve
their situntional awareness, Our focus now
15 on mamtaining tactical operations, whale
simultaneously facilitating a smooth fransi-
tion for TF Thunder.

This past week we celebrated Thankegiv-
ing here in Afghanistan, Cm the night prior,

1 walked through the DFAC around mid-
night. . where 1 found every cook in the
Brigade feverishly slicing, dicing, and pre-
paring for the big day. cakes, ice sculp-
ures, shrimp cockiail, and all the traditional
fuvorites...these dedicated professionals
worked all might to ensure our Soldiers e
joyed a meal commensurate with those
we're aecuslomed to in the stales. T was
truly a special event.

While our thoughts and prayers were with
distant families and friends on this special
day, we were hlessed to enjoy it with a sec-
ond famity, our brothers and sisters in arms
with whom we have served over the past
vear. The honds of selfless service are
uique and lasting, and I'm confident this
vear's experience will be remembered by
the Destimy team for years fo come,

As the deploviment begins o come (o a
close, CSM Hemdon and T have been visit-

ing our Task Forces to participate in mimer-
ous wwards ceremonies, The level of skill
and professionatism the Soldiers in this
brigade demonstrate on a daily basis never
ceases to amnze me. During the past vear,

they have performed every mission asked of
them, and they have truly raized the bar for
avistion operations throughout the Army,

We could not have sccomplished our jobe
over here without the unwavering support of
the families at home. What vou are doing
back there i=n’t ensy...and your efforts do
not go unnoticed.  Tovou, 1 again send mmy
sincerest thanks.

As the reundons begin, please be caufions
of the risks that exist back at Fort Campbell,
In many regards, these riske outweigh thoze
experienced during the last vear of combat,
Stay alerl, consider the consequences of
your decisions, and fake care of each other!

Tt i= &n honar to serve alongside our na-
tion"s best and brightest, and T am extremely
prroid to be viour commancder,

Wings of Destiny, Adr Assanlt!
Col. James Richardson

A MESS#GE FROM CSM HERNDON

depart. By
time you read this, they will already be at
Ft. Campbel and maore will be following.
Cur replacements from 159" CAR are si-
ther in route or on the pround here. amy
confainers are packed with equipment and
are waiting for shipment. Soon the entire

Erigade will be home.

The holiday seazon is upon us, Thanks-
Eiving has just passed and Christmas is
soon to follow. Ax many of you know,
many of the brigade®s Soldiers will be
hotme or in route to FL Camphbell as Christ-
tmas approaches, This ime of vear is espe-
cially imporfant as we celebrate and thank
each ofher and our families for the things
we have and those special things we are
thanbkdful for. 1 would ask that vou keep the

Soldiers of TF Destiy and our families in
your thoughts. This is time of year that the
families are missed the most.

The brigade’ s redeployment is moving
along. Although the process is a daunfing
task, we still have a mizsion to accomplish
here, professionally and safety, T ask that
vou help me as always to keep our soldiers
focused on the mission at hand, The rede-
plovment will happen with planning and
rehearzing, but our most imporant mission
1 here in Afghanistan. Our follow on mis-
gion to that i3 to ensure that we prepare TF
Thunder for a successfil velief in place and
s every bit of knowledge that we can to
them.

When we depart here and amive at FL
Camphell, our misgon will not end. T will
tuke all of us; Soldiers and families together
to ensure our soldiers remain safe and bemin
the reset process and train up for whatever
the future holds, The most important thing
ofice 'we rehum iz bo preserve our force and
take care of our families.

Ag abways, thank you for your support.
We could not do this mizsion without each
and every one of the TF Destiny families.
You keep us motivated, I azk you to re-
member, that the initial 90 divs after de-
plovment are the most critical. Femember,

we canmod caich up over night, We must
remain very caufions and deliberate on
those things we do o let off the steam and
energy that has grown during the past 12
months. We will have clusses, brefs and
training to help us do that. Many of these
claszes are pvailable bo you the families s
well. Your assistance and understanding
will facilitate a smooth transition back to
Fit. Camphbell.

1 perzonally want to thank each and every
ofe of vou for the support thal vou contiie
o provide every day. This deplovment is
almost over, and von are an integral part of
the success we have every day.

Wings of Destiny, Afr Assanlt!
CSM Mark Herndon




0 phvsical foot print for future units
te from here at Jalalabad,” eaid Lt
o John Lynch, Task Force Out Front com-
ﬂm:l:r. “Home detailed planming on facilities
" combined with priority from the Brigade
combat feans made it (infrastructure pro-
jeets) all come together. Operationally, we

s, McConville
s being ready Lo

pral by weldl,"
itations for all the
heme; when your broth-
ble, vou came to their
rithout regard for your
it the cavalry in aviation is all
4
emony was a way to honor the hard
ication of the Soldiers of Tazk Force
‘o are conducting aviation operations in
il the surrounding areas on a much larger
: an previous units have attempted. Due to their
eressfinl efforts, successive units will not only have
gvastly improved infrastrecture, but a proven model

':'t.hfhl: specific of supporting the brigade

eived awards, the

~ success that the ta_-.k f‘nn:e has achieved during the course of the

ﬂnph]ﬂnml was the result of every member of the team doing

“The success of the task force is a team effort, with evervone
pllll cther in the same direction, with the same goal of
pri ?H]m'ﬁnat class aviation support to the ground Solider,”
mid.fI.-mcl'L ‘Our success is a direct reflection of the hard work

. v sand dedication of each Soldier.”
n the ground, and




BAGRAM AIRFIELD, Alzhanistan—Thirly years separate
the conclusion of the Vietnam War and the start of the Global
War on Terroriam. While time, tactics and technology have
made taday’s military vastly different from the one which
fought in the jungles of Vietnam, the commeon denominator in
the two conflicts i3 the American service member, whose brav-
ery and sacrifices secure peace and freedom for America and
itz allies.

It is a rare ocoumence when a Soldier receives a Silver Star
for courage under fire. Chief Warrant Officer 2 Tonathan Harris
became cne of the few Soldiers to receive the prestigious award
on the evening of Movernber 28, during a ceremony at Com-
bined Joint Task Force-101 Headguarters, but the fact that his
father, former Staff Spt. Gary Harrig, was also presented with a
Silver Star made the event all the more special,

Through the magic of video teleconferencing. the Harris fam-
iy zot to watch as the vounger Harris was presented the Silver
Star by Maj. Gen. Jeffrey Schloeszer, CITF-101 commanding

: .| when as a squad leader in Vietnam, hiz company which was

eRRECEIVE
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general, from the conference room at Fort Campbell, Ky,
Meanwhile, Soldiers from CITF-101 watched the video screen,
as the elder Hamris was pinmed with not only the Silver Star, but
a Bronze Star he earned as 8 Soldier serving in Vietriam, which
were never formially presented to him.

“It*s wery rare that we present the Silver Star,” Schloesser
explained to those in attendance at both Fort Campbell and
Afghanistan, “We have a very high standard and we make sure
that the few who do earn it have done so through selfless sacri-

| fice. It's clear that Mr. Harris did that, and it i also clear that

the nation owes a debd to Stafl Sgr. Gary Harris, it was almost
40 years ago that he earned it, and [ hope in some small way

| that we can pay back that detn by presenting him his award

with his son’s today.”

Personal courage and selfless service run deep in the Harris
family bloodling, as both father and son reacted similarly in
their encounters with enemy forces; by risking their lives to
ensure the safety of their comrades,

The elder Harris displayed this courage on August 15, 1969

patrolling the outer perimeter near Gol Ree, was attacked with
mortar and rocket fire. He quickly directed the members of his
squad to return fire on the enemy, As the attack died down, he
moved his squad closer to
the perimeter, which had

been weakened during the

barrage, As the enemy re-

surned its assault, he di-

rected his squad to retum

fire once again, breaking the )
enetny attack. During the
engagermnent, he risked his
life by helping medics aid
wounded Soldiers and
helped bring them to safety.

The younger Harris also
displayed bravery in the face
of danger by exposing him-
self o enemy fire, On July
2, 2008, Harms, who 12 a UH



' 60 Black Hawk pilot assigned to Company C, 5™ Battalion,
101% Combat Aviation Brigade, landed his helicopter at a land-
ing zone near Gardez, Afghanistan to pick up infantry Soldiers
 for transport, when his aircraft came under attack by enemies
using rocket propelled grenades, a heavy machine gun and vari-
ous assault rifles.

With the aircraft on fire, Harris and crew manage to fly it a
short distance before putting it down again, After safely exiting
the burning helicopter, the entire crew took up a defensive pos-

re, They managed to contact 8 CH-17 Chinook which was in
the area to help extract them from the battlefield. As the Chi-
nook landed, the enemy resumed fire. It was then that Harmis,
who was helping one of his wounded crew chiefs to the heli-
copter, exposed himself to fire by engaging and killing an ap-

proaching enemy
combatant. He en-
tered the helicopter
only after ensuring
that the members of
| his crew, the ground

forces and the quick
reaction force were
safely aboard,

“Mr. Harris has been
| great since the inci-
dent,” said Sgt. Dee-
Tay Morby, a crew
chief who waz also
invelved in the action
at Gardez. “He didn’t
gel down or anything
afterward; he went right back to business doing his job. It's
really awesome getting to fly with a great group of pilots and
crew chiefs™”

This was not the first award that Harris received during the
deplovment; he was also presented with the Air Medal with
Valor device.

In his shoot address, Harris thanked his flight crew and the
crew of the Chinook that performed the rescue operation.

“I'm o lucky to serve with so many great heroes,” said Har-
ris. “Without them, the outcome might not have been so good.” [|
He also gave a heartfelt thank you to his father, whoee life

anid service sef the example for him.

“Every time people thank us for our service, 1tell them to
thank a Vietnam vet, so dad [ want to
thank vou today.™ ¢




Cash fForee o #lerey

e [

Photos Courtesy of Sgt. Brian Price




o

| ]
m ALSB mn w_




SUBIECT: (g prat e  Noe ric
COMPANY: HHC BDE

{a3 D (UH-60 Pilot)

Most pecple don't get the chance to
do the thing they love most for a liv-
ing. When Chief Warrant Officer 5 Wayne
Price says that he loves flying for a
living, there isn’t any doubt that he
mesans it.

Price serves as the 101* Combat
Aviation Brigade's UH-80 standardization
instructer pilot, and as Brig. Gen.
Jamas McConville’s (Combined Joint Task
Force-101* s Depity Commanding General-
Support) pilet. His path to becoming a
pilot was slightly different than that
of most of the Soldiers who get to =it
behind flight contrals. A native of
Clarksville, Tn.
become a pilot while he was a student at
Austin Peay State University.

Price learnsd he could

¥

"I was very fortunate because I had a
friend who was already a pilot., I got to
know him when I was in college,” Price
“He told me about the warrant

officer flight training program and was

explained.

fortunate encugh that his old first ser-
geant was my recruiter, soc I didn't get
the run arcund like a lot of guys do.”™

After completing Basic combat Train-
ing and Warrant Officer Candidate School
he attended flight schosl at Feort
Rucker, AL in 1987.
three combat deployments in support of
Operations Iragi Freedom and Enduring
Fraadom,
ments to Korea
also part of a
in Venezusla.

In addition to his

Price has had year-long assign-
and Henduras. He was
landsglide relief effort
Cf all the places he has
flown, he says that Afghanistan is by

far the most challenging.

“As far as flying goes, nothing com-
pares to this,” he said. “Everything
elze everyone has done up until now was
basically their high school and college
flying; flying here in Afghanistan is
This
is soma of the most demanding terrain
you' re ever going to see. The brigade
did the best job it could to get every-
body prepared for this.”

definitely graduate lewvel flying.

In addition to
his duties as one

of the senior pilots in the brigads, he
alsc takes pride in being able to offer
professional and practical advice to
junior pilots.

*I always try to be a good counselor
for the guys in their careers and point
tham down the right career path. I also
try to instill upon them flying tech-
nigies when they are flving with ma;
mainly things like power management and
staying ahead of the aircoraft.”

Price says that while flying here is
really challenging due to the weather
and terrain, he enjoys getting to work
with so many talented young pilots.

“The best thing about the jcb is the

” “These are some of

flying,” said Price.
the most phencmenal young pilots that I
have ever been arcund. They are so far
ahead of where I was when I was a young
CWZ2. They understand things about power
management that we didn't worry too much
about prior to Afghanistan. We didn't
pay a lot of attention to power manage-
ment for the Black Hawk in the old days
becsuse we thought we had all the power
in the world. It's not something you had
to worry about flying around Kentucky or
down at Fort Rucker, but here itz an
everyday issue; aven Chinock guys have

to worry about power in this country.”

During the course of his career,
Price has enjoyved a wide variety of as-
signments. He lists working for wvarious
commanders and his time as the stan-
dardization pilot for 5 BRattalion,
101" Aviation Regiment as some of the

highlights of his time in the Army.”
“"The Army has been absolutely fantas-
tic,”

tire, but I was ocfferad CW5,

said Price. "I was going to re-

I decided
to stick around because I love what I do
and I love being arocund the peocple.” ’
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Capt. David Thorneloe
TF Destiny Trial Counsel

Owning vour own home 15 the American Dream.  1t’s also
the biggest purchase most peaple will ever make. For many
Americans, the cost is unaffordable. Fortunately. as Sol-
diers, we can take advantage of VA Loans that bring the
American Dream within our reach.

What is a VA Loan?

A Veteran's Administration (W A) “Loan™ 19eeallyjust a
mortgage that is guaranteed by the VA, ¥our loan cartactu-
ally come from nearly any lender. With a few specialized
exceptions, the VA doesn’t make loans itself. Tt just guaran-
tees to your lender that if you default, it will make good on
the loan.

What are the advantages of a VA Loan?

The biggest advantage of a VA Loan is that you can avoid
making a dovwn payvment. In the past, zero down payment
mortgages were commmon even outside of the VA, Bulnow,
in response Lo the recent financial crisis, lenders are tighten-
ing their eredit requiremnents and often forcing borrowers to
make down payviments of 2096 on l:clrmcnliurmi 30 vear Nxed
rale mortgages. Without the VA, you might need $20,000
in cash or more upfront,

WA Loans can also be cheaper once you are in your home,
Most people are aware that their monthly mortgaze payment
consists of principal, interest. home owner's insuranee and
taxes. But for millions of Americans, there’s another pay-
ment they are making every month too. 1t°s called Private
Mortgage Insurance, more commenly knovwnas “PML™
PMI 1sn°t insurance that benefits you though, It protects the
lender in case you default on your loan. PMI rates vary, but
for a $1000 monthly mortgage it could add as much as $100
to your monthly payment. Very thoughtful of vou to buy
insurance for vour lender, but don’t expect a Christmas card,
S0, here’s where VA Loans shine: since VA Loans are al-
ready gonaranteed, vou do not pay PML This can save you
thousands of dollars over the life of vour mortgage.

What are the disadvantages of a VA Loan?

VA Loans do require an initial funding fee that you will

| Advice

siig Your VA

have to pay up front along with all other closing costs. This
fee can be rolled up into the loan. Active duty Soldiers all
have topay this fee. Only discharged disabled veterans
receiving VA disability compensation or unmarried surviv-
ing spouses of veterans are exempt.

Who is eligible Tor a VA Loan?

Active duty Service Members and Veterans are eligible.
Service Members become eligible after 90 days on active
‘duty. Once discharged, a Veteran is eligible if he or she
completed 24 months of continuous active duty and re-
ceived any type of discharge other than a dishonorable dis-
charge. Some special eireumstance exceptions to the 24
month mile do exist.

Aspiring borrowers can certify their eligibility to their
lender by giving them a VA Certificate of Eligibility. ¥ou
can obtain this certificate from the VA by filling out a VA
Form 26-1880, Request for a Certificate of Eligibility.

Many lenders also have access to the ACE ( Automated Cer-

lificate of Eligibility) systern and can generate your certifi-
cate for you instantly.

Happy Borrowing

Not evervone is eligible and not everyone needs the protec-
tions of a WA Loan, Wise borrowers will closely examine
all their potential lending sources and select a home within
theirmeans. For more information, visit
wirihomeloans vl gov.
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