
CAMP TAJI, Iraq – The transfer 
o f  a u t h o r i t y 

ceremony held 
h e r e  D e c .  1 
was brief,  but 

s i g n i f i c a n t .  
I t  m a r k e d 
the end of a 
15-month, 

h i s t o r i c  j o u r n e y  f o r  t h e 
Special Troops Battalion, 1st 
Sustainment Brigade from 
of Fort Riley, Kan., and the 
beginning of a one year mission 
for  the  10th  Susta inment 
Brigade Troops Battalion, 10th 
Sustainment Brigade of Fort 
Drum, N.Y.  

The STB was activated and 

notified to deploy in February 
2007 and departed September 
2007. Its mission would take on 
the complexity and scope not yet 
seen by any sustainment brigade 
STB to date.

“Thank you and job well 
d o n e … y o u  t o o k  o n  f o u r 
battalions worth of work,” 
said Col. Kevin O’Connell, a 
Clinton, Md. native and the 
commander of the 1st Sust. Bde.  
“The brigade troops battalion 
15th Sustainment Brigade, 
the 15th Finance Battalion, 
the 15th Personnel Services 
battalion, and two different 
force protection battalions.”

During its time in Iraq, the 
STB processed over 587,000 
f i n a n c i a l  m a n a g e m e n t 
transactions, disbursing over 

$4.4 billion; served more than 
330,000 postal customers while 
processing over 7,000 20-foot 
containers of mail; published 
and executed more than 280 
FRAGOs; submitted over 2,400 
air movement requests moving 
more than 3,300 Soldiers 
around the battlefield; treated 
over 12,000 patients at the 
“Easy Red” clinic; and managed 
a dining facility that served over 
220,000 meals.

“ T h e  S T B ,  o f  t h e  F i r s t 
Sustainment Brigade provided 
more support to more locations 
to a higher standard while 
conducting a mission greater 
than any other Special Troops 
Battalion in the CENTCOM AOR 
(area of responsibilities),” said 
Lt. Col. Robert Brem, the STB 

commander and a Salisbury, 
Md. native.

Brem went on to thank his 
subordinate commanders and 
introduced his replacement 
Lt .  Col .  David  Jones,  the 
commander of the 10th Sust. 
Bde. Troops Bn.

“ T o d a y  m a r k s  a n o t h e r 
milestone in the history of 
the 10th Sustainment Brigade 
Troops Battalion,” said Jones.  
“We assume the mission from 
our host and teammates the 1st 
Special Troop Battalion who 
have made history and greatly 
improved operations over the 
past 15 months.”

At the conclusion of the 
ceremony, Soldiers of the two 
units enjoyed cake and soft 
drinks.  

 By Staff Sgt. 
Bryant Maude

1st Sust. Bde PAO

Special Troops Battalion passes the torch

Recommended mail-
ing dates for delivery 

by Dec. 25

From Iraq to the States:
Domestic deadlines & •	
regular mail to U.S. desti-
nations - Dec. 20

From the States to:
Iraq and Afghanistan - by •	
Dec. 4
Other military overseas •	
APO/FPO locations - 
Dec. 11
Express Mail to other •	
overseas military loca-
tions - Dec. 18
Express Mail to certain •	
U.S locations - Dec. 23
Express Mail to most ma-•	
jor cities - Dec. 24 & 25

Ensure to follow the APO/
FPO general mailing restric-
tions when shipping or receiv-
ing mail this holiday season. 

Did you know?  The Joint Base 
Balad	post	office	handles	ap-
proximately 50,000 pounds of 
mail a day for units here.  
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Page 5

Vol. 1, Issue 25www.dvidshub.net (search phrase: Expeditionary Times)

December 10, 2008

Spc. William Tack, a native of Butler, Pa., and driver with the 1st Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, shows Sgt. Antonio Serna, a gun-
ner with the 56th Brigade Combat Team and native of Corpus Christi, Texas, the engine compartment of a Caiman Mine Resistant Ambush 
Protected vehicle during the 3d Sustainment Command (Expeditionary) Convoy Security Company training at Camp Buehring, Kuwait.  
The training gave 56th BCT Soldiers the opportunity to train on the vehicles they will be operating and maintaining in Iraq during their 
deployment. 

U.S. Army photo by Spc. Michael Behlin

Pencil 
Trained
warriors

UPARs learned the ba-
sics of public affairs
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Wash Away 
Worries

Californians bring 
laundry to 

COB Normandy

Page 6

Saving Lives 

Firefighters respond in 
Iraq
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332 ESFS Blotter
27 Nov. – 03 Dec.

Vehicle Mishap:
A	Soldier	notified	security	forces	of	vehicle	damage.	SF	patrol-
men were dispatched and arrived on-scene with the Soldier. The 
patrolmen assisted the Soldier in completing a statement, and 
the Soldier stated that while his vehicle was parked, the rear 
window was shattered by an unknown source. The Soldier was 
briefed to inform his chain of command concerning the damage 
and report to security forces within 72 hours to obtain a copy of 
the statement.

Minor Vehicle Accident GOV vs. GOV:
A civilian contractor entered the Eagles Nest to report a minor 
vehicle accident. The desk sergeant assisted the contractor with 
a statement. The contractor stated that while parked at the wash 
racks he was directed by one of the employees to move forward, 
at which time his vehicle struck the vehicle parked in front of 
him. The damage consisted of dents and scratches. The contrac-
tor was directed to inform his supervisor and report back to se-
curity forces in 72 hours to obtain a copy of the statement.

Patrol Response/Suspicious Package:
Security	forces	were	contacted	by	the	fire	department	of	a	suspi-
cious package at Bldg. 9350. An SF patrolman arrived on-scene, 
reviewed the package in question, and suggested EOD respond. 
EOD personnel arrived on-scene and determined the package 
contained a voice recorder. Patrol response was terminated.

Minor Vehicle Accident GOV vs. Fixed Object:
An Air Force member contacted security forces to report a minor 
vehicle accident. An SF patrol responded and assisted the com-
plainant with a statement. The service member stated that while 
completing a u-turn, he struck a low-lying cement barrier. The 
damage to the service members’s vehicle consisted of dents and 
scratches. The service member was directed to inform his super-
visor and report back to security forces in 72 hours to obtain a 
copy of the statement.                              

NIPR- 443-8602
SIPR- 241-1171

Email- PMOdesk@iraq.centcom.mil               

Corrections to recent Expeditionary Times
We apologize for errors found in the Nov. 26, Vol. 1, Issue 23, 
'Securing the Population' article. The units were improperly named. 
The correct names of the units are: the 2nd Battalion, 320 Field 
Artillery Regiment, 101st Airborne Division and the 3rd Squadron, 4th 
Cavalry, 25th Infantry Division. 

In the Dec. 3, Vol. 1, Issue 24, page 12-13, the ‘Living in many worlds’ 
photo cutline did not list a name after Private First Class. The missing 
name is Pfc. Tiffany Willis.

Are you feeling depressed this holiday season? Stressed from working many late hours? 
Stop by or call any Combat Stress Control centers located throughout Iraq and speak to a specially-trained 

combat stress management team.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Please do a story on the status/progress of the installation of the 
AAFES wireless internet network to Soldiers housing in Balad. There 
are too many rumors going around as to when it's gonna happen and 
some saying it might not ever be completed. We would love to know 
the new timeline as to when the different housing sections are going 
to be completed. 
 
Karen 
JBB, Iraq

Dear Karen,
The Expeditionary Times appreciates your input regarding the 
status of internet on Joint Base Balad. However, the primary 
mission of the ET is to provide command information to all service 
members, partners and Families of the 3d Sustainment Command 
(Expeditionary). We will forward your input to the appropriate 
personnel or office at JBB to answer your letter. 
  
Respectfully, 
Editor, The Expeditionary Times

Who’s Living Under My CHU?
House Centipede.
Venomous to it’s prey but beneficial 
to us, this insect is eating spiders, 
termites, and roaches in the admin 
supply closet and other damp, 
dark corners of our offices.

Born with only 2 pairs of legs, 
by the time they are adult 
the House centipede has 15 
pairs, 1 per body segment

Courtesy of Maj. Randel Rogers, Al-Asad au 
Natural newsletter. For more information:
randel.rogers@aa.mnf-wiraq.usmc.mil

Staff Sgt. Kirk Fay, a Seattle, Wa. native and tech desk noncommis-
sioned officer in charge for the 3d Sustainment Command (Expedi-
tionary) is congratulated by Brig. Gen. Michael J. Lally, 3d ESC com-
manding general, for being selected this week’s “Hooah Soldier of the 
Week”. Fay said his team deserves the credit for the success of the G6 
communications and information support operations. 

U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Crystal G. Reidy

Hooah of the Week
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CAMP TAJI, Iraq – Battery B, 
1st Battalion, 
206th Field 
Artillery, 165th 

Combat 
Sustainment 
Support 
Battalion, 
1st Sus-

tainment Brigade is preparing 
to receive Company F, 949th 
Brigade Support Battalion, a 
Texas Army National Guard 
unit to take over their mission.

Following a training period 

of several days, Co. F, 949th 
BSB, is prepared to assume re-
sponsibility of convoy security 
operations as part of the 165th 
CSSB. 

A few of the top priorities 
for the outgoing unit were to 
prepare billets and put together 
a training schedule for the new 
unit. 

National Guard units typi-
cally serve about nine months 
at a time in Iraq in a deployed 
status. To make the frequent 
transitions possible, the unit 
devised plans and procedures 
to	effectively	and	efficiently	
receive incoming units.  This 
process is commonly referred 

to as the “right-seat, left-seat 
ride.”

 During this time, an outgo-
ing unit transfers its valuable 
lessons learned from their time 
in theater to their new counter-
parts to inherit the mission.

When Btry. B, 1st Bn., 206th 
FA arrived at Camp Taji last 
spring, they underwent the 
same process; and just like the 
units in rotations prior to them, 
Btry. B, 1st Bn., 206th FA, will 
take the lessons learned from 
their predecessors and improve 
upon them based on their own, 
more recent experience.  This 
is a way troops adapt to and 
improve tactics and standard 

operating procedures.
“One aspect of our transi-

tion period that could have 
been improved is having more 
time to better understand the 
vehicles we would be utilizing,”  
said Sgt. 1st Class Michael Pier-
paoli, a native of Fayetteville, 
Ark., and platoon sergeant 
with Btry. B, 1st Bn., 206th FA.  
Tips like these are part of what 
influences	the	training	plan	for	
an incoming unit, he said.

Capt. Joshua Webb of 
Greenbrier, Ark., the com-
mander of Btry. B, 1st Bn., 
206th FA, said his goal for 
Co. F, 949th BSB is to have a 
good understanding of what 

his unit does, and to “make the 
transition process as smooth as 
possible.”

Measures are being taken 
to	improve	the	efficiency	of	
this transition process.  Sgt. 
1st Class James Collier of Fort 
Smith, Ark., was chosen to 
lead a team, which was sent to 
Kuwait to meet the incoming 
unit and get a jump on their 
training.

“It’s our job to make sure 
the incoming Soldiers get the 
training they need to accom-
plish the tasks that we have 
done over the last few months,” 
said 1st Sgt. Kenneth Dempsey 
of Gillett, Ark.

CONTINGENCY OPERATING 
BASE Q-WEST, 
Iraq — Soldiers 
from the 16th 

Sustainment 
Brigade got 
the scoop 
on public 
affairs op-

erations and learned how to 
write news articles and take 
photographs here Nov. 25.

“The purpose of the unit 
public affairs representatives 
training is to make UPARs 
aware of their roles and re-
sponsibilities,” said Maj. Paul 
Hayes,	public	affairs	officer	for	
the 3d Sustainment Command 
(Expeditionary), Joint Base 
Balad. “It also helps them un-
derstand the importance of a 
UPAR program in telling the 
stories of their units.”

Hayes, who is in charge of 
the Fort Knox-based 3d ESC’s 
public	affairs	office,	instructed	
the one-day class and stressed 
the importance of the UPAR 
program to the future story-

tellers.
“What unit doesn't want 

their hometown to know what 
they are doing,” Hayes asked. 
“I would tell you it is one of the 
CG's (commanding general’s) 
and Army leadership's priori-
ties that hometowns are kept 
abreast of all that our Soldiers 
are doing on a daily basis.”

The classes will add to the 
capabilities of the unit, Hayes 
said.

“This training will provide 
the unit a Soldier who knows 
what the command is looking 
for, as far as news, who has the 
basic skills to go out and cover 
a newsworthy event, and who 
knows how to get that product 
to the right public affairs of-
fice	 so	 that	 it	 can	 be	 seen	 by	
hometown and internal audi-
ences,” he said.  

The training was orga-
nized by Sgt. 1st Class Adam 
V. Shaw, public affairs chief, 
16th Sust. Bde., to enhance 
the visibility of the unit’s mis-
sion in Iraq.

“We have to create an un-
derstanding of what we do in 
public affairs,” he said. “The 
training gives our UPARs the 

confidence	 and	 knowl-
edge they need to 
carry out the mission 
and that is to put the 
16th Sust. Bde. on the 
map.”

The 27-year-old 
Garden Grove, Ca., 
native, who is the bri-
gade’s	first-ever	public	
affairs chief, said that 
the training went bet-
ter than expected, and 
hoped that the train-
ees go back to their 
units and use their new 
skills.

“When we get sto-
ries from these UPARs, 
we send them all over, 
whether it is to the New 
York Times, Washing-
ton Post or some tiny 
paper in who-knows-
where North Dakota,” said 
Shaw. “The fact is the UPAR 
is telling their battalion’s sto-
ry and therefore, the brigade’s 
story, so it’s important for 
them to write.  Now they real-
ize how much impact they can 
potentially have.”

Many of the participants 
had never written a news story 

before,	and	felt	they	benefited	
from the training.

“I learned many things in 
the training, such as the ba-
sics of writing an article for 
a newspaper,” said Capt. Jac-
queline Baird, UPAR for the 
81st Brigade Special Troops 
Battalion. “Having no previ-
ous experience in journalism, 

which is different than just 
writing a typical paper for col-
lege, I learned many tips and 
also the minimums of what to 
include.		I	now	have	the	confi-
dence and tools to write more 
effective articles through the 
teaching and mentoring of the 
UPAR class."

story and photos by

Sgt. Keith M. AnderSon

16th SB Public Affairs Office

“Knights” learn how to tell brigade’s story

Spc. Sean Dillard, unit public affairs representative, Bravo Co., 16th Special 
Troops Battalion, 16th Sustainment Brigade reviews his notes while Maj. Paul 
Hayes, public affairs officer, 3d Sustainment Command (Expeditionary), Joint 
Base Balad explains the inverted pyramid concept in news writing during unit 
public affairs representative training for Soldiers of the 16th Sust. Bde. at con-
tingency operating base Q-West Nov. 25. 

Arkansas Army National Guard unit deployed 
to Iraq prepares to train replacements

PSD team still on the go after 15-months

CAMP TAJI, Iraq – The 
Soldiers of the 
Special Troops 
Battalion, 1st 
Sustainment 

Brigade are 
nearing the 
end of a 

15-month deployment. Their 
mission is not yet complete; 
especially for members of 
the brigade command team’s 
personal security detail.

On any given day, the Sol-
diers of the PSD can be called 
away from their regular du-
ties as mechanics, adminis-
trative specialists and supply 
specialists, to go on missions 
outside the wire.

Although the PSD has 

been performing its mission 
for about a year, the Soldiers 
on the team began train-
ing in January 2007 almost 
eight months before the unit 
deployed.

“The original team was 
put together before the unit 
deployed.   We went to Fort 
Lee,	Va.,	and	got	certified	
in combatives and close-
quarters combat. We did a 
lot of convoy preparations 

and came up with our tactics, 
techniques, and procedures,” 
said Sgt. Bryan Fadely, a na-
tive of Raymondville, Texas 
and gunner for the PSD.

In addition to the train-
ing they did in the states, the 
members of the team re-
ceived more training focused 
specifically	on	their	PSD	
mission when they arrived to 
Kuwait.
“We	were	the	very	first	

team to go through the PSD 
lanes.  It went very well.  That 
was probably the best train-
ing we ever went through,” 
said Fadely. There was a lot 
of drivers training like how 
to react to vehicles that are 
coming at a convoy and how 
to escort the package,” said 
Fadely.

See PSD, Page 10

PAGE 4 December 10, 2008ExpEditionary timEs

by 1st Lt. steve White

Battery B, 1st Bn 206th FA, 
165th CSSB, 1st Sust. Bde.

story and photo by 
spc. andrea Merritt

1st Sust. Bde.
 Public Affairs Office



JOINT BASE 
BALAD, Iraq 
– A safety 
official	of	the	

3d Sus-
tainment 
Command 
(Expedi-

tionary) reported last month 
during a quarterly safety 
council meeting, that there 
had been 51 Mine-Resistant 
Ambush-Protected vehicle 
rollovers between November 
2007 and August 2008.  This 
number could decrease in the 
near future.

While training Soldiers on 
vehicles they will be using 
in theater is important, the 
overall message and objective 
of the 3d ESC Convoy Security 
Company training was safety. 

This new training package 
is currently based at Camp 
Buehring, Kuwait. 

Traditionally, Soldiers ar-
riving in theater go through 
a “left-seat, right-seat ride” 
transition during which 
departing units spend a week 
training the incoming unit on 
its operation methods, and a 

week observing the new unit 
perform those methods.
This	is	also	the	first	time	

many Soldiers come in con-
tact with the MRAPs, M1117 
Armored Security Vehicles, 
and other various forms of 
up-armored humvees.

Although units receive 
training on numerous tasks at 
mobilization sites, there are 
no formal training programs 
on MRAPs and ASVs.

Viewing the accident rate 
in country, 3d ESC com-
manding general, Brig. Gen. 
Michael J. Lally, decided that 
something had to be done 
to mitigate this problem for 
the 56th and 81st Brigade 
Combat Teams, two incoming 
convoy security units.

The 3d ESC created a spe-
cialized training to prepare 
convoy security units to oper-
ate and maintain the vehicles 
they will use.  

Overseeing the CSC for the 
3d	ESC	is	plans	officer,	Lt.	
Col. Alexander Greenwich, 
stationed out of Fort Knox, 
Ky.  

 “This is a unique situation 
down here, because this is the 
first	time	that	a	major	sub-
ordinate element has taken 
equipment and personnel out 

of their mission to provide a 
ready and relevant force be-
fore they go into the transfer 
of authority operations and 
take over missions in Iraq,” 
said Greenwich.  “We deem 
this as really critical because 
the mission that they’re go-
ing to have is outside of the 
wire all of the time. They 

need to have the skill 
sets available to them 
before they get into 
country so that they 
can begin executing 
safely and with the 
abilities to make sure 
they get home safely 
after their tour is com-
plete.”

The CSC is com-
prised of maintenance, 
operator and training 
assistance teams, and 
designed to incorpo-
rate the tactics, tech-
niques and procedures 
from Soldiers who 
have been executing 
convoys during their 
deployment.  

These teams are 
made up of Soldiers 
from units throughout 
Iraq to include the 1st 
Battalion, 17th Field 
Artillery Regiment, 7th 
Sustainment Brigade, 
and the 1st Battalion, 
206th Field Artillery 
Regiment, 1st Sustain-
ment Brigade.  Sol-
diers from these units 
have been working to 
train their replace-
ments.

“We’ve used this op-
portunity to let these 
guys actually get into 
the vehicles and get a 

little experience with them,” 
said Staff Sgt. Michael Webb, 
a truck commander for the 
1-206th FA and a Conway, 
Ark., native.  “The troops 
have been very motivated and 
eager to train, soaking up all 
of the knowledge they could 
during this time.”

Webb said the knowledge 
has been valuable thus far 
to Soldiers participating in 
the CSC training.  During 
the training, Soldiers had 
the opportunity to learn the 
different vehicle platforms of 
the MRAP, ASV and hum-
vee, which all have varying 
requirements.

The CSC training consists 
of different phases in which 
Soldiers learn the in’s and 
out’s of the military vehicles, 
from the driver’s seat to the 
gunners hatch.  

While participating in the 
CSC training, Soldiers were 
briefed on the different capa-
bilities of each vehicle and its 
strong and weak points.  

There were also phases in 
which Soldiers were able to 
take the vehicles out on simu-
lated convoys and go through 
live-fire	exercises,	that	tested	
how they would react in a 
wartime situation.

“The training here at Camp 
Buehring has been very good 
so far,” said Spc. Phillip Man-
culic, a Killeen, Texas, native 
and a driver for the 56th BCT.  
“I’m beginning to feel com-
fortable with the MRAP and 
from what I can tell so far, 
it’s a very impressive vehicle.  
Even though I haven’t driven 
one in Iraq yet, I feel safer 
with this vehicle already.”

For the light wheel me-

chanics present during the 
training, training was avail-
able to prepare them on the 
mechanical operations of the 
different vehicles. The wheel 
mechanics came in handy 
when a vehicle in the training 
would break down, allowing 
for	an	opportunity	to	fix	a	
real mechanical problem.

According to many train-
ers of the CSC operation, 
Soldiers having the opportu-
nity to maintain and operate 
these vehicles would provide 
an added measure of safety 
throughout the BCT’s deploy-
ment.

Thus far, Greenwich has 
deemed the CSC training 
to be successful.  While the 
training will be coming to 
an end soon, he said he feels 
safer operations will occur 
for the 56th and 81st BCT 
Soldiers, especially having 
the opportunity to familiarize 
themselves with the Army’s 
current vehicles.

 “We are reaching out and 
executing the mission with 
deliberate training; Soldiers 
talking to Soldiers, NCOs 
talking to NCOs and making 
sure that they understand the 
importance of learning about 
their skill sets here,” Green-
wich said.  

“We’ve had an incred-
ible amount of success here, 
reaching out to the Soldiers, 
getting them to understand 
their mission and go north. 
With	the	confidence	that	they	
can operate their equipment 
and execute their mission,” 
he said.

3d ESC trains 56th IBCT on convoy equipment
story and photos by 
spc. MichaeL behLin

Expeditionary Times Staff

Spc. Jonathan Bennett, a native of Dublin, Texas, and a 56th Brigade Combat Team driver spends time 
getting familiar with the drivers compartment of a Mine-Resistant Ambush-Protected vehicle during the 3d 
ESC Convoy Security Company training at Camp Buehring, Kuwait. The training gave 56th BCT Soldiers an 
opportunity to train on the vehicles they will be operating and maintaining in Iraq during their deployment.
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CONTINGENCY OPERAT-
ING BASE SPEICHER, Iraq 

– California 
Guardsmen 
from the 1st 
Battalion, 

185th 
Armored 
Regi-
ment, 16th 

Sustainment Brigade, put 
on their combat patches at a 
ceremony at the battalion’s 
headquarters here Nov. 27. 

During the ceremony, each 
company	commander,	first	

sergeant and representa-
tives of the command group, 
walked the ranks congratulat-
ing each Soldier on earning 
their combat patch.

The battalion has its fair 
share of combat Veterans who 
have been deployed in either 
Operation Iraq Freedom or 
Operation Enduring Free-
dom with either the National 
Guard or active Army, but it 
also has many Soldiers who 
never before been to combat.

 “I am very proud to have 
received my combat patch 
while serving in a unit of the 
California National Guard,” 
said Sgt. Ulises Gomez, hu-
man resources noncommis-
sioned	officer,	1st	Bn.,	185th	

Armd. Regt., 16th Sust. Bde. 
“This combat patch will be 
something I will always wear 
on my uniform, and it will 
follow me throughout my 
career.”

One Soldier felt that earn-
ing the patch was a milestone 
in his life.

“Receiving that patch dur-
ing the ceremony was quite 
an experience,” said Spc. 
Juan Rivas, local area net-
work manager, 1st Bn., 185th 
Armd. Regt. “I feel proud and 
honored because I will not 
only be going back home as 
a Soldier, but Vas a eteran. 
It is a rite of passage that I 
am very proud of because it 
shows that I have been there.”

By Capt. renato roSSignoli
1st Battalion, 185th Ar-

mored Regiment

CONTINGEN-
CY OPERAT-
ING BASE 

NORMAN-
DY, Iraq – 
The 137th 
Quarter-

master	Company	first	arrived	
in April 2008, it took days for 
Soldiers to get their laundry 
back. 
     Staff Sgt. Noah Caler, the 
laundry operations non-
commissioned	officer	and	a	
Southern California resident, 
and his Soldiers created a 24 
hour turn-around laundry 
service, seven days a week. 

    They were determined to 
wash away the worries of 
dirty or lost clothes for the 
Soldiers on the camp.  

Caler says the last thing 
he wanted Soldiers to think 
about is clean clothes when 
they have so much more on 
their minds.

“Soldier’s missions vary 
from day to day,” Caler says. 
“It’s a morale booster for 
them to be able to wake up 
to a fresh uniform. We are 
all about doing what we can 
to make the Soldiers around 
here feel better.”  

The California reserve 
unit, slowly revamped the op-
erations of the only laundry 
service offered to the 1,600 

Soldiers living at the camp. 
Though there were a lot of 
changes they wanted to make, 
they had to do it step-by-step 
to ensure service to Soldiers 
wouldn’t be interrupted.

Before the 137th QM ar-
rived, Soldiers dropped loads 
of dirty clothes into a large 
bin, hoping they would get 
everything back. 

Soldiers now inventory and 
separate their own clothes 
into small mesh bags, which 
are placed into the Laundry 
Advanced Systems, or LADS.  

The LADS both washes 
and dries clothes, so Soldiers 
don’t have to transfer clothes 
from one machine to another. 
It carries and cleans up to 25 

mesh bags at a time which 
averages about ten Soldier’s 
laundry per load. 

Once everything is cleaned, 
the 137th QM folds all the 
laundry before returning it 
to each Soldier. If they aren’t 
washing or folding clothes, 
they are repairing and sewing 
clothes, also returning them 
within 24 hours. 

 Spc. Zachary Carr, of the 
3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry 
Regiment from Alaska said 
the laundry service doesn’t 
just clean your clothes in 24 
hours; they’ll also sew rank or 
fix	any	tears	on	uniforms.	He	
also said they’ll sometimes 
have everything ready quick-
er than 24 hours.  

Carr said he and the rest 
of the Soldiers in his unit 
feel relieved not having to 
sweat the little things like 
clean socks and underwear; 
sometimes it’s the smallest 
things that can make such a 
big difference in their day-to-
day life.

“To have people working 
so hard for us, makes us feel 
appreciated,” Carr said. “By 
supporting us, they are sup-
porting what we do, showing 
that we are all just here trying 
to do what we can for each 
other and for the mission.”

By SpC. Kelly anne BeCK
Expeditionary Times Staff

137 QM Washing Away Worries for Troops

CA Guardsmen christen sleeves with a patch

Capt. Gerald Mothes, commander, native of San Diego, Calif., and 1st 
Sgt. David Budek, native of West Covina, Calif., from Bravo Company, 
1st Battalion, 185th Armored Regiment, California Army National Guard 
congratulates Soldiers on receiving the combat patch during a ceremo-
ny at Contingency Operating Base Speicher Nov. 27.

U.S. Army courtesy photo
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JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq 
– In the past 

12 months, 
eight Soldier 
firefighters	

of the 8th 
Ordnance 
Company, 
3d Sustain-

ment Command (Expedition-
ary) here answered 2,000 
emergency response calls, to 
include	14	tactical	vehicle	fires,	
four	flight	line	crashes	and	six	
HAZMAT incidents. 
    They fought 16 fully engulfed 
structure	fires	and	25	smaller	
Containerized Housing Unit 
fires.	

The 8th Ord. Co. handed 
their mission over to the 23rd 
Ordnance Company Monday. 

Staff Sgt. Joshua Nordstom, 
the	noncommissioned	officer	
in charge of the Balad Fire De-

partment Station 1, from Iron-
river, Mich., said the mission of 
the department is to save lives. 
The deployment was successful 
because no lives were lost dur-
ing any of the above incidents, 
Nordstrom said. 

Nordstrom said the success 
is	due	to	trusting	other	fire-
fighters	and	having	the	equip-
ment to do the job. He said 
an example of that trust was 
displayed when they responded 
to	a	flamed	engulfed	double-
wide trailer. 
It	was	6	a.m.	and	the	fire-

fighters	made	entry	into	the	
burning structure past a porch 
overhang. The porch collapsed, 
trapping Nordstrom and other 
firefighters	inside.	

Nordstrom said he and the 
other	firefighters	kept	fight-
ing	the	fire	inside	because	they	
knew	the	firefighters	on	the	
outside would save them.
The	firefighters	on	the	

outside cut the collapsed 

overhang and got everyone out 
of the structure and were able 
to	extinguish	the	fire	without	
anyone getting hurt. 

Nordstrom said the equip-
ment they had access to during 
this deployment has been vital 
to their success. He said when 
they arrived here they did not 
have thermal imaging cameras, 
which	are	used	to	find	casual-
ties	in	a	smoke	filled	environ-
ment.

“We requested the cameras 
from 3d ESC, they approved it 
and they have been a vital asset 
to	the	fire	department,”	Nor-
dstrom said. “The 3d ESC has 
been very supportive of us.”

Another piece of equipment, 
Nordstrom said they were glad 
to have, are the M1142 Tactical 
Fire Fighting Trucks. The truck 
is a multifunctional vehicle, 
ready to deploy in almost any 
terrain to combat varying types 
of	fires.
	“We	are	the	first	firefighters	

to deploy to Iraq with the tacti-
cal trucks,” Nordstrom said. 
“They were a great asset for us.”    

It was with these trucks the 
firefighters	fought	the	six	hour	
fire	behind	the	Post	Exchange	
here in June. 

“We lost nine trailers, but 
prevented it from spreading to 
any other buildings,” said Sgt. 
Aaron	Spencer,	a	firefighter	
from Cincinnati, Ohio. 
The	firefighters	didn’t	just	

assist people here, they also 
provided medical attention to 
135 Iraqi nationals who sought 
help at entry control points. 

Nordstrom said a lot of the 
injured have severe trauma 
from burns.
“When	we	first	got	to	JBB,	

six Iraqi children were brought 
to the ECP,” said Nordstrom. 
“Three of the children didn’t 
survive. Spc. Marty Maudlin 
was able to save one girl by 
stopping the arterial bleeding 
until she could be treated at the 

hospital.” 
The	firefighters	also	treat	

Coalition forces that are within 
a 200-mile radius of JBB. 
When people call up a nine-line 
medevac requesting special 
equipment,	the	firefighters	
respond to extricate trapped 
people. 
Recently,	the	firefighters	

responded to assist a convoy 
because a road side bomb blew 
their vehicle off a bridge on 
nearby main supply route and 
into a river trapping two Iraqi 
police. 

“One guy was not able to be 
saved but we got one guy out,” 
Spencer said. “We brought him 
back to JBB for treatment.”  

Nordstrom says the deploy-
ment has been a great experi-
ence for the Soldiers.

“We will go back more con-
fident	and	more	experienced,”	
Nordstrom said. “We will take 
away a lot from this experi-
ence.” 

By Sgt. CryStal g. reidy
Expeditionary Times Staff

CA Guardsmen christen sleeves with a patch

Soldier-firefighters save lives
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JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq 
– One grew 
up in Juarez, 
Mexico. The 

other grew up 
in El Paso, 
Texas. 
Separated 
by a bor-

der and eight years in age, they 
mostly grew up apart – until 
they joined the Army.

Spc. Theresa Lujan and 
Pfc. Lilian Lujan are two 
sisters. They are close like best 
friends, sharing many of the 
same interests such as shop-
ping, food, music, and danc-
ing. 

Before the Army, Theresa 
and Lilian didn’t have the close 
relationship they have now.

“The age gap was a big dif-
ference and we wouldn’t be as 
close as we are now if it wasn’t 
for the military,” Lilian says. 
“Besides, she was married at 
the time and I was single. It 
was so different.”

The Army gave the Lujan 

sisters an opportunity to de-
velop a close relationship.

Theresa grew up with her 
father in Juarez, Mexico, 
where he had a business.  On 
weekends,Theresa and her 
father would travel across 
the border to El Paso, Texas, 
where his wife held a job and 
raised Lilian and two other 
siblings.  

Theresa, now a mother of 
three was married then to a 
Soldier.  It was his love for the 
Army that sparked her interest 
in the military.  

Lilian, also a mother 
with one child, was a college 
student working at Wal-Mart 
before enlisting.  

 “We were going to join to-
gether but I changed my mind 
at the very last minute,” Lilian 
says.  

Six months later however, 
when Lilian saw her sister suc-
cessfully make it through basic 
combat training, she changed 
her mind and enlisted.

“I saw that she (Theresa) 
made it through and thought it 
wasn’t that bad,” Lilian says.

The Lujans are assigned to 
the same platoon as members 

of the 584th Main-
tenance Ordnance 
Company, from Fort 
Campbell, Ky.  They 
are currently deployed 
to Al Asad Air Base, 
Iraq.

Theresa, who has 
been in the Army 
for a year and a half, 
went to school to be 
a supply clerk but is 
currently working as a 
parts specialist for the 
unit. Lilian has been 
enlisted for a year and 
is a supply specialist; 
ordering	office	supplies	
for the company. 

Theresa was sta-
tioned at Fort Camp-
bell when Lilian 
was going through 
advanced individual 
training school.   It 
wasn’t originally planned that 
the two would be in the same 
unit when they enlisted.  

Theresa talked to her su-
perior, 1st Sgt. Alfred O’Reily, 
senior noncommissioned 
officer	for	the	584th,	and	told	
him about Lilian, who was 
completing AIT at the time. 

Lilian was getting ready to 
graduate and on her way to 
Fort Campbell. 

“She said it would improve 
her morale if her younger 
sister could be assigned to the 
unit with her,” O’Reily said.

Lilian signed a two and a 
half-year enlistment in the 

Army and has expressed inter-
est in going back to school 
when she meets her expiration 
term of service date. 

Theresa said she is going to 
stay in the Army.

 “I love the Army because 
they gave me a job and a lot of 
opportunities,” she said.

Story and photoS By
SpC. Brian a. BarBour

Expeditionary Times Staff

Spc.Theresa Lujan and her sister, Pfc. Lilian Lujan, both from El Paso, Texas and mem-
bers of the 584th Maintainance Ordnance Company, are on their first deployment to Iraq.  
Theresa enlisted in the Army in Oct. 2007 and her sister followed six months later. The 
sisters, who grew up in different homes and 8-years in age apart, said being in the Army 
has brought them closer together.

Army brings sisters close together



“ We wanted to improve 
the foxhole for the next 

guy.”
Philip Johnson

Command Sergeant Major
2nd Battalion, 153rd Infantry Regiment 
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AL ASAD AIR BASE, Iraq – Arkansas National Guardsmen 
cased their colors and handed over their mission to a unit from 
Texas during a transfer of authority ceremony here Dec. 4.

The 2nd Battalion, 153rd Infantry Regiment escorted convoys 
– primarily fuel trucks – from the Jordanian 
border through Anbar province. More than 
40,000 trucks carrying over 99 million gallons 
of JP8 (high grade jet fuel), almost seven 
million tons of diesel fuel and other mission-
essential supplies were escorted to hubs like 
Al Asad.

“If it went in their bellies or in their (fuel) tanks, we brought 
it in from the border for them,” said Lt. Col. John Stewart, the 
commanding officer of 2nd Bn., 153rd Inf. Regt., from Searcy, 
Ark. “For nine months we sustained the service members of the 
Multi-National Forces-West,” he said, referring to all of Anbar 
province.

The 2nd Bn., 153rd Inf. Regt., was replaced by 2nd Battalion, 
142nd Infantry Regiment of the Texas National Guard.

Preparations began months ago for this moment, almost 
immediately after the 2nd Bn., 153rd Inf. Regt., completed their 
own transition, said Command Sergeant Major Philip Johnson 
from Little Rock, Ark., the battalion command sergeant major of 
the 2nd Bn., 153rd inf. Regt. “You always go through a challenge 
when you go through a RIP (relief in place), no matter who 
you’re replacing,” Johnson said. “We wanted to improve the 
foxhole for the next guy.”

Those improvements included making additions to the 
motor pool and workspaces; servicing and maintaining military 
vehicles which travelled a total of over 2.6 million miles; 
securing non-tactical vehicles and bus contracts, housing, and a 
myriad of other details so their relief, the 2-142nd, could hit the 

ground running, he said.
“The 2nd Bn., 153rd Inf. Regt. really set us up for success,” 

said Lt. Col. Mark Burkett from Canyon, Texas and the 
commanding officer of 2nd Bn., 142nd Inf. Regt. “They definitely 
took those additional steps that will make us successful.”

The 2nd Bn., 153rd Inf. Regt had to overcome several 
obstacles when they first began their deployment

“The initial challenge was just trying to equip each of the four 
line companies,” Stewart said, and that the battalion had on only 
half of the equipment they needed to accomplish their mission. 
More vehicles were eventually brought in to bring the unit up to 
strength.

Another challenge was getting an adequate number of 
personnel, he said. Soldiers from their support battalion were 
used as fillers.

“I’ve got an x-ray technician that’s a .50-caliber gunner,” 
Stewart said with a smile. “He went to school for 52 weeks to be 
an Army x-ray technician, and he ran a .50-cal. machine gun for 
nine months out here.”

The four to six-day missions could be tedious at times, but 
the supplies were essential, said Sgt. John Smith from Havelock, 
N.C., and a team commander with the 2nd Bn., 153rd Inf. Regt. 
The unit, though, would come together in the face of adversity, 
reacting to the few roadside bombs they encountered, or keeping 
each other alert on the road.

“When things happened,” he said, “we always pulled 
together.”

“I want to commend my Soldiers and the junior leadership 
here on the ground for the great things they accomplished,” 
Johnson said. “As far as the amount of equipment and supplies 
we hauled in here to Iraq, and the number of miles driven and 
vehicles escorted – truly a fantastic job.”

Story and photoS By
SpC. KiyoShi freeMan

Expeditionary Times Staff

Arkansas National Guardsmen 
handover the reins in Anbar
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 Once the unit went forward into 
Iraq, there was a period of time where 
the team didn’t conduct missions.  
During that time, they continued to 
prepare themselves for the tasks they 
knew would eventually come.

“We sat around and reviewed TTPs 
and did lots of rock drills.  A rock drill 
is basically a way to rehearse what 
you’re going to do on a mission.  They 
call it a rock drill because you grab 
a rock and it simulates your place in 
a convoy.  We used matchbox cars,” 
Fadely said.

“We practiced each and every 
scenario we could think of from IED 
detonations, complex attacks and 
small-arms	fire,	to	mechanical	break-
downs,” Fadely continued.

After a few months, the PSD team 
began operating on night missions 
alongside convoy security elements 
for deliberate combat logistics pa-
trols, which gave some team members 
their	first	real	experience	on	the	road.

Through their experience with the 
gun truck companies, they were able 
to	redefine	and	implement	the	TTPs	
they would use once they started con-
ducting missions on their own.

“It’s a learning process. Every 
mission I learn something new. By 
sitting in on the Thunderdome, I 
learned	how	to	do	a	briefing	and	in	
what order.  I learned from the gun 
truck companies by just observing 
them when they were in the Thun-
derdome,” said Sgt. 1st Class Wibke 
Griffin,	a	native	of	Hameln,	Germany	
and	the	noncommissioned	officer	in	
charge of the PSD. 

The Thunderdome is the place 
where transportation Soldiers and 
convoy security teams from the 165th 
Combat Sustainment Support Battal-
ion, 1st Sust. Bde. are briefed on their 
missions.  They discuss the routes, 
as well as, what actions they will take 
for the different scenarios that could 
arise while they are on the road.

Upon arrival of more vehicles and 
equipment for the PSD, there came 
a need for more Soldiers to operate 
them.  The team quickly grew from 
six to 13 members.

As the NCOIC of the team, it 
was	up	to	Griffin	to	interview	a	few	
Soldiers to determine who was the 
most	qualified	to	be	on	the	brigade	
command team’s PSD.  In addition 
to looking for someone with the right 

drivers training and 
weapons	qualifi-
cations, she also 
looked for Soldiers 
with the most desire 
to be a part of the 
team.

“My biggest ques-
tion was, ‘Why do 
you want to be on 
the team?’ Some-
body has to want to 
do this.  Somebody 
really has to have 
the dedication to 
say, I want to be a 
part of this team,” 
said	Griffin.

For a few Sol-
diers, there were no 
concerns about go-
ing outside the wire 
and traveling the 
roads of Iraq.

“I volunteered 
because I like it.  I 
don’t like sitting 
around	in	an	office	
all day.  We work 
very well together.  
We all get along well 
and once we start 
working together, 
things run pretty 
smooth,” said Sgt. 
Salvador Ramirez, a native of Vernon, 
Texas and driver for the PSD.

“I went out on the road a couple of 
times during my last deployment, as 
well in 2004 to 2005. A lot of things 
changed,” Ramirez added.

For other members on the team, 
there were concerns for their safety at 
first,	but	they	quickly	subsided	once	
they began conducting missions.

“As for me, the concerns were 
basically the horror stories you hear 
before coming over here about all the 
IED hits; but once you get out there, 
you realize the amount of people 
who funneled through those roads 
as opposed to the amount of people 
who actually get hit, so your chances 
of getting hit aren’t as severe as you 
think,” Fadely explained.

Throughout the deployment, the 
PSD has safely escorted the brigade 
command team and other personnel 
from within the unit to a number of 
different places such as Victory Base 
Complex, Joint Base Balad, Joint 

Security Station Rowad and a few for-
ward operating bases in and around 
Sadr City.

The team contributes a majority of 
their success to all of the training and 
research they had to conduct, know-
ing which roles to place each Soldier 
in, as well as building cohesiveness 
between team members.

“It comes from working together, 
knowing the Soldiers and their 
strengths and weaknesses. Just 
knowing and keeping each other 
safe because we all depend on each 
other.  No one person is more impor-
tant than the other whether you’re a 
driver, gunner or truck commander,” 
said	Griffin.

In order to prepare for every mis-
sion, the PSD team has to gather 
maps, route status, and intelligence 
information on enemy activity that 
has taken place in the areas they will 
travel. 

They also have to arrange the 
vehicles and make sure the communi-

cation equipment is working.  Before 
hitting the road, everyone is briefed; 
once	the	convoy	begins,	Griffin	has	
to contact battlespace owners to let 
them know they are traveling in their 
area.

 “Every mission is different.  It 
might be the same route, but you nev-
er know how many people are going 
to be on the road or if they changed 
the barriers or checkpoints around, 
or added one checkpoint or took a 
checkpoint away,” Ramirez said.
Reflecting	on	all	of	the	missions	

they have conducted, the members 
of the PSD are proud of the work 
they have done and look forward to 
returning home safely.

 “It’s been fun doing it,” Fadely 
says. “It’s an honor and a privilege.  
People don’t realize that it’s actually 
a good thing to do because it does 
help	the	time	fly	by	a	lot	quicker	as	
opposed to sitting behind a desk 12 
hours a day.”

Members of the 1st Sustainment Brigade command team’s personal security detail bow their heads in a 
word of prayer before heading out on the road Nov. 10.

PSD Continued from Page 4

Do you have a story idea?
Contact the Expeditionary Times

expeditionarytimes@iraq.centcom.mil
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DIYALA, Iraq – Local Iraqi nationals lined up and 
waited for hours to become registered 
members of the Sons of Iraq while at a 
registration station at Forward Operating 
Base Gabe, in Diyala, Iraq, Dec. 4. 

   More than 300 local Iraqis showed up for 
the registration, put together by Coalition forces and 
the Iraqi Army. 
    “It’s been a great turn out,” said Col. Burt Thomp-
son, brigade commander, 1st Stryker Brigade Com-
bat Team, 25th Infantry Division. “And it’s really 
good to see both U.S. forces and the Iraqi Army 
working together as a joint force to ensure the reg-
istration of as many local Iraqi nationals to become 
registered members of the Sons of Iraq.”
    Not too long after the registration commenced, 
local Iraqi nationals began to flood the registration 
site wanting to register themselves as SoI members.
      The SoI registration is implemented by CF lead-
ers Brig. Gen. James Boozer, Brig. Gen. James 
Nixon and Col. Burt Thompson, along with Staff 
Lt. Gen. Abdul Kareem Khalaf and 5th IA Division 
deputy commander Brig. Gen. Bayaz Ahmed Rama-
den, which they spoke about at a pre-registration 
rehearsal and meeting held Nov. 26.

BAGHDAD, Iraq – As Iraqi flags waived in the air, Iraqi 
civilian and military dignitaries broke ground 
on the Army Canal Rehabilitation Project in 
Baghdad’s Sadr City district Dec. 1. 

This ceremonial groundbreaking marked 
the beginning of a commitment by the Government of 
Iraq to spend $50 million during the next three years 
in reconstruction efforts along the Kanat Road and sur-
rounding areas, with construction slated to begin Dec. 
17.

The Army Canal, which runs a total of 25 kilometers 
spanning from Adhamiyah in northeastern Baghdad to 
Rustimiyah in southeastern Baghdad, was built in 1959 
by Abd al-Kassem Quassim the former president of Iraq. 
The canal was meant to provide fresh drinking water and 
irrigation to the people of northeastern Baghdad, but af-
ter years of damage and sediment buildup the canal has 
been unable to provide water for the people who rely so 
heavily upon it.

CONTINGENCY OPERATING BASE ADDER, Iraq 
— The Iraqi Army conducted indirect fire 
training in the Dhi Qar province, Nov. 25, 
with U.S. and Romanian counterparts.
The 10th Iraqi Army Special Operations 
unit teamed with 4th Brigade Combat 

Team, 1st Cavalry Division and the 341st Ro-
manian Infantry Battalion to develop their 
artillery and mortar capabilities. 

The troops fired rocket-assisted projec-
tile systems from contingency operating base 
Adder while an observation team from each of 
the three units observed the impacts from a safe dis-
tance.

“This was a great initial step for the Iraqi Army to 
build their indirect fire capability,” said Maj. Chris-
topher Robbins, Long Knife Brigade assistant opera-
tions officer. “They are ready to field their own artil-
lery and mortar systems.”

The training was the first piece of a foundation 
building toward a live fire exercise with the Long Knife 
Brigade and the 10th Iraqi Army Div. in December.  

BAGHDAD, Iraq – In the not too distant past, Sadr 
City was considered by many to be one 
of the worst places to live in Iraq. There 
was trash in the streets, violence through-
out the district, sewage-filled gutters that 
overflowed onto the roads and children 

played on trash piles containing concertina wire 
and rubble from houses – the remnants of the vio-
lent fighting that drove special group elements out 
of the area.

Now, when Soldiers with Company C, 1st Battal-
ion, 35th Armor Regiment, Task Force 1-6, 2nd Bri-
gade Combat Team, 1st Armored Division, attached 
to 3rd BCT, 4th Infantry Division, Multi-National 
Division – Baghdad, go on patrol they see a radi-
cally different landscape.

Parks have emerged from previously vacant lots; 
children run rampant, enjoying themselves on previ-
ously prohibited playgrounds. Trash piles disappear 
seemingly overnight and concertina wire no longer 
blocks sidewalks and passageways. The streets are 
clean. The sewers function as they are supposed to, 
eliminating not only an offensive odor, but also a 
pressing health hazard to the citizens of Sadr City’s 
Tharwa One neighborhood.

Buildings are freshly painted in bright colors and 
storefronts are redone to present a welcome appear-
ance. While some of this work has been done by pri-
vate business, much of it has been completed due 
to the efforts of Iraqis volunteering to clean their 
own sectors and neighborhoods. These local nation-
als are showing pride in their communities and it is 
beginning to show.

Recently, there was a big push to remove trash 
from the main streets and collect it into one or two 
locations for pick up by the Beladiyah, the office 
responsible for many of the public services in Iraq. 
U.S. forces have noticed and appreciated this ef-
fort.

“It is good to see the Iraqis cleaning their neigh-
borhoods. After being here for almost eight months I 
am beginning to see a real change in attitudes of the 

News arouNd Iraq

Sadr City residents take pride 
in their neighborhood

Iraqis, Romanians, 
Americans Build Artillery 
Skills Together      

Major Iraqi-led project 
begins with Army Canal 
refurbishment 

p e o -
ple,” said 
Spc. Richard 
Parr, Co. C, 1-35 
AR, TF 1-6. “The 
people are friendlier 
and while security is still 
our primary mission, I am able 
to enjoy both an educational and cul-
tural experience each time I go out on patrol. We are 
definitely seeing results of our hard work during this 
deployment.”  The overall effect of the volunteer ef-
forts is a cleaner, and safer neighborhood.  Remov-
ing trash and painting buildings means it is harder 
to hide roadside bombs in trash piles and snipers 
cannot lurk in the bombed-out shells of buildings. 
The people will also benefit from a more hygienic 
environment.

“I feel safer out in sector,” said Pfc. David Bever-
idge, Co. C, 1-35 AR, TF 1-6. “The clean streets make 
it easier to see obstacles. We can spot suspicious ob-
jects faster, saving both our own lives and any in-
nocent bystanders.” 

A member of the District Advisory Council, a 
mid-level government official, and a local shaykh 
gave their support by providing tools and labor for 
the many projects happening in Tharwa One. Their 
participation is a clear signal to the people that it 
is time to unshackle themselves from the grip of 
criminals and instead enjoy the opportunity to bet-
ter themselves and their communities.

Now, with this groundbreaking marking the begin-
ning of refurbishment to this vital lifeline, the canal will 
soon flow again with its much needed water. 

“This marks a source of hope for the Iraqi people and 
an example of what the future holds,” said Naeem Abub 
Misayd Al-Kabi, deputy mayor of Baghdad.

The Army Canal rebuilding is just the first step in an 
extensive three-year plan by the GoI to improve Bagh-
dad. 

In conjunction with this project, the Sadr al-Kanat 
pump station will be refurbished, several parks and rec-
reational areas will be built, numerous shops and stores 
will be created, and trees and plants will be sown along 
the canal to improve life not only in the area surround-
ing the canal but throughout Baghdad.

This epic project has the potential to employ more 
than 50,000 people through its lifespan and push Bagh-

dad to the next step in providing essential services to 
the people who so vitally need them.

“This project will change the face of Baghdad,” 
said current Baghdad Mayor Navet Alessawi dur-

ing the ceremony.

Sons of Iraq registration 
kicks off in Diyala

MND-B Soldiers seize 
munitions cache
BAGHDAD, Iraq –Multi-National Division – Bagh-

dad Soldiers seized a weapons cache 
northwest of Baghdad Dec. 2.

Soldiers of the Company C, 1st Battal-
ion, 14th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Stryker 

Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division, dis-
covered a weapons cache northwest of Baghdad at 
approximately 12:20 p.m. 

The cache consisted of a 68 mm rocket, a 157 mm 
mortar round, a 155 mm mortar round, 70 12.75 
mm small-arms ammunition, 89 14.5 mm small-
arms ammunition, detonation cord and two boxes 
of Dishka rounds.

An explosive ordnance team arrived on site and 
properly cleared the munitions.
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INDOOR POOL
Swim Lessons:

Mon., Wed.,- 6 p.m.
Tue., Thu., Sat.,- 

6:30 p.m.
AquaTraining:

Tue.,Thu.,- 7:30 p.m., 
8:30 p.m.

EAST FITNESS 
CENTER

Open Court Volleyball:
Sunday- 6 p.m.

Aerobics:
Mon., Wed., Fri.- 
5:30-6:30 a.m.

Yoga Class:
Mon., Fri.- 6-7 a.m.

Step Aerobics:
Mon., Wed., Fri.- 

5:30 p.m.
Conditioning Training 

Class:
Mon., Wed., Fri.- 7:15-

8 p.m.
Brazilian Jui-Jitsu:

Mon., Wed., Fri.- 
8-9 p.m.

Abs-Aerobics:
Tue., Thu., 6-7 a.m.,

5-6 p.m
Edge Weapons & Stick 

Fighting Combative 
Training:

Tue., Thur., Sat.,- 
8-10 p.m. 

EAST RECREATION 
CENTER

4-ball tourney:
Sunday- 8 p.m
8-ball tourney: 
Monday- 8 p.m 

Karaoke: 
Monday- 8 p.m.

Swing Class: 
Tuesday- 8 p.m.
Table Tennis: 

Tuesday- 8 p.m.
9-ball tourney: 

Wednesday- 8 p.m.
Dungeons & Dragons: 

Thursday- 7:30 p.m.
Poetry Night: 

Thursday-8 p.m. 
6-ball tourney: 

Thursday- 8 p.m.
Caribbean Night:

Friday- 8 p.m. 
Chess & Dominoes 

Tourney:
Friday- 8 p.m.
Salsa Class:

Saturday- 8:30 p.m.
Poker:

Saturday- 7:30 p.m.

H6 FITNESS CENTER
Spin:

Sunday- 9 a.m.
Mon., Wed., Fri.,- 2 a.m., 

8 a.m. 2 p.m., 7 p.m., 
9 p.m.

Tue., Thu., -5:45 a.m., 
9 a.m., 8:30 p.m.

Saturday- 9 a.m., 7 p.m.
Boxing:

Sunday- 4 p.m.

Tue., Thu.,- 2 p.m.
Boot Camp:

Sunday- 8:45 a.m
Tue.,Thu.,- 7 p.m.

Power Abs:
Mon., Tue., Thu., - 8 p.m.

Friday-  9 p.m.
CC Cross Fit:

Monday-Saturday- 
10:30 p.m
Cross Fit:

Mon., Wed., Fri.,- 5:45 
a.m., 7 a.m., 3 p.m., 

6 p.m.
Tue., Thu.,- 7 a.m., 

3 p.m.
Sunday- 5:45 a.m., 

7 a.m., 3 p.m.
P90x:

Monday- Saturday- 4:30 
a.m., 4 p.m., 10 p.m.

12 a.m.
Soccer:

Tue., Thu.,- 8 p.m.
Yoga:

Wednesday- 8 p.m.
MCAP Level 1:
Friday- 8 p.m. 

5 on 5 Basketball: 

Saturday- 8 p.m.

H6 RECREATION 
CENTER

Bingo:
Sunday- 8 p.m.
Texas Hold’em:

Mon., Fri.,- 2 p.m.,
8:30 p.m.

8-ball tourney: 
Tuesday- 2 a.m., 

8:30 p.m.
Ping-pong tourney: 
Tuesday- 8:30 p.m.

Spades:
Wednesday- 2 a.m.,

8:30 p.m.
Salsa:

Wednesday- 8:30 p.m.
9-ball:

Thursday- 2 a.m., 
8:30 p.m.
Karaoke:

Thursday- 8:30 p.m.
Dominos: 

Saturday- 8:30 p.m.
Darts:

Saturday- 8:30 p.m.
WEST RECREATION 

CENTER
Green Bean Karaoke:
Sun., Wed., 7:30pm

9-ball tourney: 
Monday- 8 p.m.

Ping-pong tourney: 
Tuesday- 8 p.m.

Foosball tourney: 
Tuesday- 8 p.m.

Jam Session: 
Tuesday- 7:30 p.m

8-ball tourney: 
Wednesday- 8 p.m
Guitar Lessons: 

Thursday- 7:30 p.m
Game tourney: 

Thursday- 1 p.m, 8 p.m.
Enlisted Poker:

Friday- 1 p.m., 8 p.m.
Officer Poker:

Saturday- 1 p.m., 8 p.m.
Squat Competition: 

Saturday- 8 p.m.

WEST FITNESS 
CENTER

3 on 3 basketball
tourney: 

Saturday- 7:30 p.m. 

6 on 6 volleyball 
tourney: 

Friday- 7 p.m. 
Aerobics: 

Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday- 7 p.m.

Body by Midgett Toning 
Class: 

Tue., Thu., - 7 p.m.
Dodge ball Game: 
Tuesday- 7:30 p.m.

Furman’s Martial Arts: 
Mon., Wed., Sun.,- 1 p.m.

Gaston’s Self-Defense 
Class: 

Fri., Sat.- 7 p.m.
Open court basketball: 

Thursday- 7 p.m. 
Open court soccer: 

Mon., Wed., - 7 p.m.
Zingano Brazilian Jui 

Jitsu: 
Tue., Thu.,- 8:30 p.m.

CIRCUIT GYM
Floor hockey: 

Mon., Wed., Fri.,– 
8-10 p.m

JB BALAD  ACTIVITIES

        
       

sustainer reeL tiMe theater

It’s Christmas time and 
the far-flung members of 
the Rodriguez family are 
converging at their parents’ 
home in Chicago to celebrate 
the season and rejoice in 
their youngest brother’s safe 
return from combat overseas. 
For Jesse (Freddy Rodriguez) 
, coming home has rekindled 
feelings for an old flame, 
although she can’t seem 
to forgive him for leaving. 
His older sister, Roxanna, a 
struggling actress, has been 
chasing her Hollywood dreams 
for years with little to show 
for it. And much to the dismay 
of their mother, Anna (Elizabeth Peña), eldest brother 
Mauricio (John Leguizamo) brings home a high-powered 
executive wife (Debra Messing) who would rather raise 
capital than a child. In the course of one eventful week, 
traditions will be celebrated, secrets revealed and major 
life decisions made. It all begins when Anna announces to 
her children she is divorcing their father Eduardo 

Nothing Like the Holidays

Movie Times 

Wednesday, December 10
5 p.m. The Express 

8 p.m. Australia
 Thursday, December 11

5 p.m. W
8 p.m. Max Payne 

Friday, December 12
2 p.m. Four Christmases

5 p.m. The Secret Life 
Of Bees

8:30 p.m. Nothing Like the 
Holidays

Saturday, December 13
2 p.m. High School Musical 3
 8:30 p.m. A Christmas Carol

 Sunday, December  14
2 p.m. Pride And Glory 
5 p.m. The Secret Life

 Of Bees     
8 p.m.  High School Musical 3  

Monday, December 15
5 p.m. The Secret Life

 Of Bees  
8 p.m. Four Christmases    
Tuesday, December  16
5 p.m.  Four Christmases 

8 p.m. The Secret Life
 Of Bees 

HIgh School Musical 3

Troy (Zac Efron) and 
Gabriella (Vanessa 
Hudgens) facing 
the prospect of 
separation as they 
head off in different 
directions to college. 
Joined by the rest of 
the Wildcats, they 
stage an elaborate 
spring musical 
reflecting their 
experiences, hopes , 
and fears about their 
future.

The Secret Life of Bees

When upscale, happily 
unmarried San Francisco 
couple Kate and Brad 
find themselves socked 
in by fog on Christmas 
morning, their exotic 
vacation plans morph 
into the family-centric 
holiday they had, until 
now, gleefully avoided. 
Out of obligation—and 
unable to escape—they 
trudge to not one, not 
two, but four relative-
choked fest iv it ies , 
increasingly mortified 

to find childhood fears raised, adolescent wounds 
re-opened…and their very future together 
uncertain.

The Secret Life of Bees 
stars Dakota Fanning 
as Lily, a fourteen-
year-old growing up 
in a small southern 
town in 1964. She is 
haunted by memories 
of shooting her mother 
when she was a young 
girl. Lily lives with her 
emotionally distant 
father, and her best 
friend is their African-
American housekeeper 
(Jennifer Hudson). 
After locals beat Lily 
for attempting to register as a voter, and her 
Dad goes one step too far during an argument 
with Lily, she and the housekeeper set out to find 
the place where the only picture Lily has of her 
mother was taken. 

(Schedule is subject to change)

Four Christmases
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Sudoku
The objective is to fill 
the 9×9 grid so that 

each column, each row, 
and each of the nine 

3×3 boxes contains the 
digits from 1 to 9 only 

one time each. 

                  6   3   2               9
                                   7

       1                          5

  2                         5         6
 6                                           8

       9         7                          4

            4                          3
            8

  7              9   1    8

Level: Very Hard
Ever wonder just how dumb things can be? Does your state have dumb laws? Read on and 

find out. We at the Expeditionary Times will have a series of dumb and stupid laws for each 
state.

Many of the laws have been verified, but many have been taken from sources which do not 
include law citations. The laws cited below have been taken from news groups, web sites and city 
governments. Remember, something had to have happened to get these laws passed. Some laws 
have been repealed, but not all; some are still on the books.

STUPID STATE LAWS

Tennessee
Hollow logs may not be sold.•	
Any person who participates in a duel may not hold any public office in the • 
state.
Stealing a horse is punishible by hanging.• 

New York
Women may go topless in public, providing it is not being used as a •	
business.
A fine of $25 can be levied for flirting.•	
The penalty for jumping off a building is death.•	

Upcoming sports 
on AFN

Iraq according to Opet

PVT. MURPHY’S LAW

  8  4  7    6   2   3   1   9   5

 9   3  1    8   7   5   2   4   6
  2  6   5   4   1   9   7    3   8

  1   8  4   9   6   7   3    5   2
 3   7  6   2    5   1   4    8   9

  5  9  2    3   8   4  6    7    1

 6   2  9   7    4  8   5    1    3
  4  5   3   1    9  6   8   2    7
  7  1   8   5    3  2   9    6   4

Last weeks answers

Wednesday 12/10/08
2008 Jimmy V Classic: Davidson vs West Virginia (Madison 
Square Garden, New York, NY), Live 3 a.m. AFN/sports
NHL on Versus: New York Islanders @ Philadelphia Flyers, 
Live 3 a.m. AFN/xtra
2008 Jimmy V Classic: Texas vs Villanova (Madison Square 
Garden, New York, NY), Live 5:30 a.m. AFN/sports
NBA on NBATV Fan Night: Teams TBD * Game is selected 
by fan vote at NBA., Tape Delayed 11 a.m. AFN/sports
NFL RePLAY - Game 2: Teams TBD * 90-Minute Fast-
Paced Game of the Week, Tape Delayed 4:30 p.m. AFN/
sports
New York Knicks @ Chicago Bulls, Tape Delayed 9 p.m. 
AFN/sports

Thursday 12/11/08
Academy Basketball on AFN: Army @ Penn State, Live 3 
a.m. AFN/xtra
ANBA Wednesday: Cleveland Cavaliers @ Philadelphia 
76ers, Live 4 a.m. AFN/sports
UFC Fight For The Troops, Live 5 a.m. AFN/xtra
NBA Wednesday: Phoenix Suns @ Los Angeles Lakers,  
Live 6:30 a.m. AFN/sports
TCU @ Indiana, Tape Delayed 11 a.m. AFN/sports
NFL RePLAY - Game 3: Teams TBD * 90-Minute Fast-
Paced Game of the Week, Tape Delayed 3 p.m. AFN/sports
NFL RePLAY - Game 4: Teams TBD * 90-Minute Fast-
Paced Game of the Week, Tape Delayed  4:30 p.m. AFN/
sports
Atlanta Hawks @ San Antonio Spurs, Tape Delayed 8 p.m. 
AFN/sports

Friday 12/12/08
Week 15: New Orleans Saints @ Chicago Bears, Live 
4 a.m.  AFN/sports
NBA on TNT: Boston Celtics @ Washington Wizards,  Live 
4 a.m. AFN/xtra
NBA on TNT: Portland Trail Blazers @ Utah Jazz, Live 6:30 
a.m. AFN/xtra
St. Joseph’s @ Villanova, Tape Delayed 11 a.m. AFN/sports
Week 15: New Orleans Saints @ Chicago Bears, Tape 
Delayed 9 p.m. AFN/sports 

 Saturday 12/13/08 
New York Rangers @ New Jersey Devils, Live 3 a.m. 
AFN/xtra
NBA Friday: New Orleans Hornets @ Boston Celtics, Live 
4 a.m. AFN/sports 
Chicago Blackhawks @ Colorado Avalanche, Live 5 a.m. 
AFN/prime pacific
Los Angeles Clippers @ Portland Trail Blazers, Live 6 a.m. 
AFN/xtra
NBA Friday: Houston Rockets @ Golden State Warriors, 
Live 6:30 a.m. AFN/sports
31st Annual NCAA Football Chamionship Subdivision 
Championship - Semifinal #1: Teams TBD, Tape Delayed 11 
a.m. AFN/sports
Orlando Magic @ Phoenix Suns, Tape Delayed 3 p.m. AFN/
sports
Tennessee @ Temple, Live 8 p.m. AFN/ports
Long Beach State @ Syracuse, Live 8 p.m. AFN/prime 
atlantic

Massachusetts @ Kansas, Live 10 p.m. AFN/prime atlantic
Memphis @ Georgetown , Live  10 p.m. AFN/sports

Sunday 12/14/08
Indiana @ Kentucky, Live 12 a.m. AFN/sports
31st Annual NCAA Football Championship Subdivision 
Championship - Semifinal #2: Teams TBD, Live 12 a.m. 
AFN/prime atlantic
Utah @ Oklahoma, Live 12 a.m. AFN/xtra
UFC Fight For The Troops, Tape Delayed 2 a.m. AFN/xtra
Oral Roberts @ North Carolina, Live 2 a.m. AFN/sports
Xavier @ Cincinnati, Live 4 a.m. AFN/sports
Sneak Peak: The Ultimate Fighter 8 Finale, Live  6 a.m. 
AFN/xtra
NBA on NBATV: New York Knicks @ Sacramento King, 
Live 6 a.m. AFN/sports
2008 SWAC Championship Game: Teams TBD (Legion 
Field, Birmingham, AL, Tape Delayed 8 a.m. AFN/xtra
Dallas Stars @ Nashville Predators, Tape Delayed 11a.m. 
AFN/xtra
Detroit Red Wings @ Phoenix Coyotes, Tape Delayed 1:30 
p.m. AFN/xtra
Cleveland Cavaliers @ Atlanta Hawks, Tape Delayed  2 p.m.  
AFN/sports
NFL Week 15: Teams TBD, Live 9 p.m. AFN/prime atlantic 
NFL Week 15: Teams TBD, Live 9 p.m. AFN/sports
NFL Week 15: Teams TBD, Live 9 p.m. AFN/xtra

 Monday 12/15/08
NFL Week 15: Teams TBD, Live 12 a.m. AFN/prime atlantic
NFL Week 15: Teams TBD, Live 12 a.m. AFN/sports
NFL Week 15: Teams TBD, Live 12 a.m. AFN/xtra
Columbus Blue Jackets @ Chicago Blackhawks, Live 3 a.m. 
AFN/xtra
NBC Sunday Night Football - Week 15: New York Giants @ 
Dallas Cowboys, Live 4:15 a.m. AFN/sports
Minnesota Timberwolves @ Los Angeles Lakers, Live 5:30 
a.m. AFN/xtra
50th Annual NCAA Division I Men’s Soccer Championship: 
Teams TBD, Tape Delayed 8 a.m. AFN/xtra
Week 15: Teams TBD  Tape Delayed 10 a.m. AFN/xtra
NBC Sunday Night Football - Week 15: New York Giants @ 
Dallas Cowboys, Tape Delayed 1 p.m. AFN/sports
Pac-10 Men’s Basketball: Arizona vs Gonzaga (US Airways 
Center, Phoenix, AZ), Tape Delayed 5:30 p.m. AFN/sports  
Week 15: Teams TBD, Tape Delayed 6 p.m. AFN/xtra 
NBC Sunday Night Football - Week 15: New York Giants @ 
Dallas Cowboys, Tape Delayed 9 p.m. AFN/sports

Tuesday 12/16/08
NHL on Versus: Colorado Avalanche @ Detroit Red Wings, 
Live 3 a.m. AFN/xtra
ESPN Monday Night Football - Week 15: Cleveland Browns 
@ Philadelphia Eagles,  Live 4:30 AFN/sports
San Jose Sharks @ Los Angeles Kings, Live 6:30 a.m. AFN/
xtra
ESPN Monday Night Football - Week 15: Cleveland Browns 
@ Philadelphia Eagles, Tape Delyed 1 p.m.. AFN/sports
NBA on NBATV: New York Knicks @ Phoenix Suns, Tape 
Delayed 5 p.m. AFN/Sports
ESPN Monday Night Football - Week 15: Cleveland Browns 
@ Philadelphia Eagles, Tape 
Delayed 9 p.m. AFN/sports
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Sustaining                      the Line

Soldiers of Co. E, 1st Battalion, 161st Infantry conducts first aid training dur-
ing convoy escort training at Camp Buehring, Kuwait. Sgt. Robert Mulrooney, 
native of Bellingham, Wash. and Pfc. Maximiliano Rodela, native of Fresno, 
Calif., evaluate and treat Spc. Brandon Gipson, native of Ferndale, Wash., for 
simulated injuries.  

U.S. Army photo by Sgt. David J. Isaac

Sgt. 1st Class Miguel Colon from Brooklyn, N.Y., a member of the 1179th Transporta-
tion Group, stands by a mural he painted and displayed in front of the PAX terminal at 
Joint Base Balad, Iraq, Dec. 4. Colon, who is a member of the Army National Guard 
and an art teacher in Brooklyn, worked on the mural every day for two weeks.

U.S. Army photo by Spc. Brian A. Barbour

U.S. Army photo by Spc. Brian A. Barbour

Lt. Miguel Gutierrez of Edinburg, Texas, sheriff cell battle captain for the 330th Transportation 
Battalion, monitors the radios at Joint Base Balad, Iraq, Nov 28.

Six Soldiers from the 3d Sustainment Command (Expeditionary) are presented the Ordnance 
Order of Samuel Sharpe during a ceremony at the joint operations center on Nov. 26

U.S. Army photo by Kelly Ann Beck

Military leaders from the 16th Sustainment Brigade met with Iraqi Army counterparts of the 7th 
Brigade, 2nd Division, at forward operating base Hawk, an Iraqi compound within contingency 
operating base Q-West, to get to know each other and share an Iraqi meal Nov. 29. After the 
meal, Col. Abas Abdul Jabar Iedan, commander, “Tashkil al-Sakar” or “Hawk” brigade presented, 
Col. Martin Pitts, commander of the 16th Sust. Bde., Lt. Col. Sonja Martinez, executive officer, 
16th Sust. Bde., “Chavo,” a brigade interpreter, Command Sgt. Maj. James Spencer, command 
sergeant major, 16th Sust. Bde., and other personnel from the logistics unit, commemorative 
plates and other gifts. The U.S. and Iraqi brigades at Q-West work together to support the Ninawa 
province in northern Iraq.

U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Keith M. Anderson


