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Col. Ted Martin, commander, and
Command Sgt. Maj. Michael Bobb, 1st
Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry
Division, unfurl the “Raider” BCT colors
during a Transition of Authority ceremony
April 13, officially assuming responsibil-
ity of Forward Operating Base Falcon and
coalition operations in the Rashid district
of southern Baghdad in support of Multi-
National Division - Baghdad.
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Col. Ted Martin

Motivated Raider Brigade
Soldiers!

We have occupied
Forward Operating Base
Falcon, located in the Rashid
district of southern Baghdad
and have begun operations
to provide a safe and secure
environment for the people
of Baghdad and Iraq.

Soldiers, I must say, we
are off to a great start!

On April 13, the Raider
Brigade, 1st BCT, officially
joined Multi-National
Division -- Baghdad, taking
command from the 4th
Infantry Brigade Combat
Team, 1st Infantry Division,
in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom. Thank you,
Dragon Brigade! The honor
is ours!

We have accomplished
this feat, only after spending
much needed time to
acclimate and train, honing
our skills and preparing our
equipment for our new home
away from home.

Since arriving in Baghdad,
we have completed a
textbook transition into this
operating environment as
the Raider Brigade Combat
Team conducts a wide array
of security and civil-military
operations in support of the
Baghdad Security Plan and
the Iraqi people.

The Soldiers of the Raider

Brigade are wo
alongside the local
national gove
the Iraqi Army, the
and National Police
the Sons of Iraq, or
al-Iraq, to better prc
security for the more
one million people 1
in Rashid.

The Iraqi Security F
prove to us daily that
are 100 percent capab
providing a better fi
for the people of Iraq.

The Raider B
currently has orders
15-month rotation to

and as such, the So
of this BCT will clos
legacy of 2008 in Irag
open a new chapter in 2

We have many miles
to look forward to this ye
include provincial elect
which will pave the wa
national elections next
and we will be ready!

In the days ahead we
focus our attention or
many needs of this di
and work to mai
the levels of security
stability that the Iraqi pe
enjoy today.

We are working wit
local Iraqi leaders i
mubhallas, or neighborh
and beladiyas,
communities to make 1
needed improvements
progress towards rebui
an infrastructure deci
from decades of abuse
negligence.

And all this in the
30 days of arriving
Baghdad!

All the while, I
forward to the
knowing that we have
just begun!

Finally, to the Famili
the Raider Brigade ani
Rear Detachment:
you! Your support
home keeps us going.

RAIDER

To the men and women
serving in support of the Ist
Brigade Combat Team and
Multi-National  Division
— Baghdad from Forward
Operating Base Falcon:

To date, we have done
an excellent job; from the
deployment, to staging
in Kuwait; through the
movement into Baghdad
and the brigade’s transition
into the current mission
to better the lives of the
estimated 1.2 million
Iraqi people of the Rashid
District.

We are operating .
from Combat Outposts comr‘and 2eis LGl
. . ; chael Bobb
and Joint Security Stations
throughout southern Baghdad. We are conducting combined
operations in support of Iraqi Security Forces, and we are
sustaining the fight at every level.

Remain focused! Leaders ensure that your Soldiers have
situational awareness of their mission and the importance
that each and every Soldier plays in helping the 4th Infantry
Division and Multi-National Division — Baghdad achieve its
mission.

Stay vigilant! We will continue in our mission to assist the
Iraqi people by providing security and stability. The Soldiers
of this brigade will remain steadfast examples for the ISF to
follow as they serve by our side.

Noncommissioned officers, set the example, and kill
complacency before it starts. NCOs are the standard by
which all Soldiers will be measured, and we will be held
accountable.

Soldiers maintain over watch in all that you do. Ensure
that someone has line of sight on you at all times. This is not
the place to find oneself all alone. I want safety incorporated
into all that we do — Raider Safe!

I also want to acknowledge the 2nd Battalion, 4th Infantry
Regiment, part of the 10th Mountain Division’s 4th Brigade
Combat Team, stationed at Fort Polk, La.; as well as the 4th
Bn., 64th Armor Regt., 3rd Infantry Division, deployed from
Fort Stewart, Ga.

I look forward to this opportunity to work with these units
and am proud to add them to our brigade combat team.

At the same time, I want us to remember the 1st Bn., 66th
Armor Regt., operating at FOB Rustamiyah, attached to the
4th BCT, 10th Mountain Div.; and the 4th Bn., 42nd Field
Artillery, attached to the 2nd BCT, 101st Airborne Div. at
FOB Prosperity. We will not forget!

Lastly, Soldiers make the time to let your loved ones know
that everything is going well. Make use of the amenities that
the Army provides. Write a letter, send an email or get on the
phone. Let your Families and friends know that you love and
support them just as much as they love and support you.

Enjoy this publication. Hold onto it, and know that we
are the RAIDER BRIGADE — Steadfast and Loyal!



Spc. David Hodge
1st BCT PAO, 4th Inf. Div.

€¢€ pon the completion  of

I / distinguished service for Multi-

National Division — Baghdad,

the 4th Infantry Brigade Combat

Team, 1st Infantry Division, is released from
attachment ...

“The st Heavy Brigade Combat Team,

4th Infantry Division, from Fort Hood, Texas,

is hereby attached to MND-B in support of

Operation Iraqi Freedom effective 13 April
2008, signed Maj. Gen. Jeffery Hammond,
MND-B, 4th Inf. Div., Commanding.”

Amidst the many changes that have taken
place across Iraq’s capital last year, there was
one more change left to complete for MND-
B Soldiers and the 1.2 million citizens of the
Rashid district in southern Baghdad.

MND-B said “mission complete” to the
4th BCT, 1st Inf. Div., and welcomed the 1st
“Raider” BCT, 4th Inf. Div., to its ranks April
13, during a Transfer of Authority ceremony at

U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Brent Williams

Sgt. Jose Moreno (left) and Spc. Frederick
Gregory, both infantrymen assigned
to Headquarters and Headquarters
Detachment, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 4th
Infantry Division, run up the brigade col-
ors April 13, in front of the Raider Brigade
Headquarters located on Forward Operating
Base Falcon. The act was Col. Ted Martin,
commander of the 1st BCT, first order dur-
ing a Transition of Authority ceremony for
the “lvy” Division’s latest BCT to join Multi-
National Division -- Baghdad in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom. The Raider BCT
replaced the 4th Brigade Combat Team,
1st Infantry Division, as it completed its 14-
month mission to provide a safe and secure
environment for the 1.2 million people of
the Rashid district in southern Baghdad.

Forward Operating Base Falcon.

“The 4th Bde. of the Ist Inf.
Div. has Soldiered long and hard
these past 15 months,” said Col.
Ted Martin, commander, 1st BCT,
4th Inf. Div. “The Soldiers in the
Raider Brigade salute you for all
that you have done.”

During the ceremony, the 1st
BCT uncased its brigade colors
signifying the beginning of its
mission in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom 07-09.

The incoming brigade replaced
the 4th Brigade Combat Team, 1st
Infantry Division, which officially
ended its 14-month rotation when
Col. Ricky Gibbs, commander of
the 4th BCT, cased the “Dragon”
Brigade’s colors.

During the ceremony, Gibbs
thanked the Dragon Soldiers, who
arrived in southern Baghdad at a
turning point in the nation’s history
and performed their mission
with the utmost competence,
professionalism, enthusiasm, and
valor.

“Finally to the Soldiers of Task
Force Dragon: your performance
here was absolutely magnificent,”
said Gibbs, who hails from Austin.
“You truly made a monumental
difference here. You will be
remembered by generations of
Iragis, and U.S. citizens alike;
for your bravery, compassion and
many accomplishments.”

Since February 2007, the
4th BCT, Ist Inf. Div., worked
with the Iraqi Army, Iraqi Police
and National Police to reduce
violence in the Rashid district by
approximately 90 percent, and
worked with government and
community leaders to improve
quality of life for the 1.2 million
citizens in southern Baghdad, said

Gibbs.

“You are all the living embodiment of
the division’s motto you proudly serve: ‘No
mission too difficult, no sacrifice too great...
DUTY FIRST,”” Gibbs said about the Dragon
Soldiers.

Gibbs also recognized the Dragon Soldiers
and the Families who have made the ultimate
sacrifice in helping the light infantry brigade
complete its mission.

Martin, a native of Jacksonville Beach,
Fla., extended his gratitude to the outgoing
unit for its professionalism during the
brigade’s relief in place.

“The Soldiers of the Raider
Brigade know and acknowledge
the sacrifices of your Soldiers,
and we will endeavor
to uphold the high
standards that you
set in Rashid,” he
said.

Raider
Brigade
Soldiers
arrived at
FOB Falcon
in late  March,
weeks  before
TOA ceremony, and
immediately began
integrating into the 4th BCT’s
operations through a transition
process, commonly referred to by
Soldiers as a “Left Seat/Right Seat
Ride.”

“The purpose is so the outgoing unit can
show the incoming unit how they have been
operating,” said Sgt. 1st Class Paul Nice, a fire
support noncommissioned officer assigned to
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1st
Battalion, 22nd Infantry Regiment, 1st BCT,
4th Inf. Div., MND-B. “Soldiers have to gain
an understanding of how the outgoing unit
conducts its mission, and then they can apply
that to their own way of doing things.”

For approximately two weeks during
the Right Seat Ride, the Soldiers observe
how the veteran unit conducts its missions
and standard operating procedures, said
Nice.

“Also the Right Seat Ride gives
the incoming party time to set up their
equipment so that when the switch occurs,
they are fully operational,” said Sgt.
Ist Class Loyd Rhoades, a fire support
NCO assigned to Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, Ist Battalion,
28th Infantry Regiment, 4th BCT, 1st Inf.
Div.

the
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Col. Ricky Gibbs, commander, and Command
Sgt. Maj. Jim Champagne, 4th Brigade Combat
Team, 1stInfantry Division, case the 4th “Dragon”
Brigade colors during a Transition of Authority
ceremony April 13 at Forward Operating Base
Falcon. The 4th BCT will return to Fort Riley,
Kan., having completed its 14-month deploy-
ment to the Rashid district in southern Baghdad
in support of Multi-National Division -- Baghdad
and Operation Iraqi Freedom.

“The outgoing Soldier then
begins to relinquish his duties
to the incoming (Soldiers),”
Rhoades explained.

The Raider Brigade Soldiers
arrived in Baghdad eager to
assume their mission, having
trained for the deployment during
the last 15 months and completed
multiple major training events.

The Raider Brigade takes
on its current mission as it has
many times throughout history,
said Martin to the distinguished

guests in attendance.

“The Raider Brigade is
present for duty and prepared
for combat. We will always be
STEADFAST AND LOYAL, the
Raider Brigade!” Martin said to
the 4th Inf. Div. Command Sgt.
Maj. John Gioia, and then turned
to Command Sgt. Maj. Michael
Bobb, 1st BCT, to give his first
order.

“Sergeant major, run up the
colors!”
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Spc. David Hodge
1st BCT PAOQ, 4th Inf. Div.

he Soldiers of the 1st Brigade Com-

bat Team, 4th Infantry Division,

pitched their tents at Camp Bueh-
ring, Kuwait, during the month of March,
in preparation for their 15-month rotation
with Multi-National Division — Baghdad.

Raider Brigade Soldiers used this short
time in Kuwait’s Udairi Desert to hone
their combat skills in preparation for the
missions that will become a daily routine
for the units that are deploying in support
of Operation Iraqi Freedom, said Lt. Col.
Paul Hossenlopp, deputy commander, 1st
BCT, 4th Inf. Div.

“The training here in Kuwait gives the
Soldiers a chance to get acclimated to the
theater and climate change,” Hossenlopp
said. “Also, it allows Soldiers to be suc-
cessful at the personal and crew-levels be-
fore they enter combat operations.”

Hossenlopp said that he believes the
valuable training is a critical piece in en-
suring the overall combat readiness for the
Raider Brigade, and will better prepare the
Soldiers to fight as a unit in Baghdad.

The latest round of training for the Sol-
diers incorporated the most recent tech-
niques, tactics and procedures used on
today’s battlefield and served as refresher
for some of the veteran Soldiers.

“We have had some new training this
time,” said Spc. Jario Calidonio, a scout as-
signed to the Scout Platoon, Headquarters
and Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion,
22nd Infantry Regiment, 1st BCT. “The
(Improvised Explosive Device) training
was good; it was a refresher for my mind.”

Calidonio, who hails from Los Angeles,

said that the Soldiers of his Scout Platoon
arrived in Kuwait combat-ready and look
forward to the challenges of the future op-
erations.

The training in Kuwait varied from hip-
pocket training on the rules of engagement
and laws of land warfare and instruction
on the Humvee Egress Assistance Trainer
to three-day training events for the Army’s
newest combat vehicle, the Mine Resistant
and Ambush Protected vehicle.

Among the new training the Soldiers at-
tended during their first two weeks in camp
was a medical treatment-based class de-
voted to teaching Soldiers how to stabilize
wounds until a higher echelon of medical
treatment is available, said Mike Haight, a
training facilitator and instructor at Camp
Buehring’s Medical Support Training Cen-
ter.

“The training has evolved into more
of a combat-casualty care and combat life
saver course for Soldiers,” Haight said.

This four-hour class has already paid
dividends on the battlefield since its start
in May 2006, explained the retired Special
Forces medic with more than 15 years of
service.

“Soldiers have said that the material
taught in the class is what’s working on the
ground,” said Haight, a native of Seattle.

Since its inception, the class has dou-
bled in size and is on the verge of doubling
its numbers again, said Haight. The number
of Soldiers trained at the class since its last
expansion has multiplied four-fold.

Raider Brigade Soldiers attending the
class said it was educational, but lacked the
usual classroom characteristic: boredom.

“The advanced combat life saver course
was very informative,” said Pfc. Jensen

Buller, a medic from Oshkosh, Wis., as-
signed to the personnel security detach-

U.S. Army photo by Spc. David Hodge

Pfc. Jason Baker, a human resource
specialist assigned to Headquarters
and Headquarters Detachment, 1st
Special Troops Battalion, 1st Brigade
Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division,
inserts a nasopharyngeal airway
into the tracheal tube of a training
mannequin during combat trauma
casualty care training conducted by
Raider Brigade Soldiers, March 17, at
the Medical Services Training Center
located in the Coalition Forces Land
Component Command at Camp
Buehring, Kuwait.



ment, Headquarters and Headquarters De-
tachment, 1st Special Troops Battalion, 1st
BCT, 4th Inf. Div. “It was very good train-
ing.”

The 1st BCT has added all the training
of Kuwait to its repertoire, and with the rig-
ors of combat operations inside Baghdad
on the horizon, Raider Brigade Soldiers
will be given the opportunity to adapt to a
similarly harsh environment, said Sgt. Maj.
Ronald Smiley, operations sergeant major,
1st BCT, 4th Inf. Div.

“In Kuwait, the training builds the Sol-
diers’ confidence on their weapons and
hones other necessary combat skills,” Smi-
ley said.

Upon arriving in Baghdad, the 1st BCT
Soldiers can expect to be busy learning
their new area of operation from the outgo-
ing unit, so it is important that the Raider
Soldiers make the best of the training envi-
ronment in Kuwait, said Smiley.

“We want to make Iraq a safer place
for its citizens and security forces,” Smi-
ley said. “Also to make sure the unit re-
placing us is better situated in regards to

training and the environment on the

ground.”
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With their boots on the ground, the
Soldiers continue their reception into the
Central Command Theater with orientation
briefs and several periods of classroom
training while allowing their bodies to ac-
climate before conducting rifle and gun-
nery ranges.

“The Soldiers have met the standards,”
said Smiley, who hails from Lake Village,
Ark. “Overall, Soldiers are achieving all
the training goals, and in fact, are ahead of
schedule.”

Soldiers of the Raider Brigade contin-
ued to conduct pre-combat checks and in-
spections to ensure that they are ready to
assume their upcoming mission in Bagh-
dad’s Rashid District.

1t Bettelion, G8ih Armmer Regfiment, 1st Brigace Comlbel: Teeim,
A2 Norerms Vel [fainks 16,
Uckiir [Remge Cemmplez, Cammp Kuwelt The Seldiers ef the Relder

For more photos and video of Multi-
National Division - Baghdad and the 4th
Infantry Division visit:

https://www.dvidshub.net.
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bank opens in Doura’s center of commerce

ight months ago opening a bank in the Rashid
district of southern Baghdad sounded like a good
way to stir up trouble.
Fast forward to the grand reopening of the
Rashid Commercial Bank April 20 in Doura.

A crowd of excited faces and Soldiers from both
the 2nd Battalion, 4th Infantry Regiment, attached to the
Ist Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, Multi-
National Division — Baghdad, and Iraqi Security Forces,
assembled around a doorway secured only by a strand of
ribbon.

With a snip of the scissors, the crowd of Iraqi citizens,
which had amassed hours earlier, began filing inside to use
the banks services.

“Today is a historic day for us,” explained Zuhair
al-Jumaily, bank manager. “We are pleased to reopen this
branch and provide services to the residents of Doura.”

With tellers already in position to begin work, the
residents of this center of commerce known by many as the
Doura Market trickled inside through the taut security.

“In the past, Doura’s situation was very bad,” Jumaily
explained. “Today, the area is safe and secure. The bank
will serve a large number of residents, and we are very
pleased with the efforts of the Coalition Forces.”

Capt. Daryl Carter, commander, Headquarters
and Headquarters Company, 2nd Bn, 4th Inf. Regt., 4th
Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division, works
with the residents of Doura and patrols the streets daily.

“The place was basically desolate until about eight
months ago,” Carter explained. “Now, if you walk down
Market Road, it’s a gold mine. We can barely drive through
this area without being surrounded by people.”

When the community was at its worst, many of the
residents abandoned their homes and businesses to seek
refuge some place else, said Carter.

The lead contract manager for the opening of the
Rashid Community Bank, Ahmed al Hadad, knew that the
residents would be surprised when the rumor of the bank
reopening spread around.

“All the people are very happy,” Hadad said. “We

U.S. Army photo by Spc David Hodge
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invited everyone that lives in the community to the
opening.”

“It was a pretty monumental event,” said 1st Lt.
Justin Chabalko, mortar platoon leader, HHC, 2nd Bn.,
4th Inf. Regt., 4th BCT, 10th Mtn. Div. “Since security has
been good, there has been a lot of progress in the area.”

“Monumental” because it shows there is stability
in the region, and also that the government can provide
for its people, stated Chabalko, who hails from Hazleton,
Penn.

In the afternoon, when the bank’s business hours
were near completion, a nearby vehicle’s loudspeaker
announced the bank would stay open until all the customers
outside had been served.
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Prominent Sheik meets with RAIDERS

Local leader encourages progress, unity and peace

Staff Sgt. Brent Williams
1st BCT PAO, 4th Inf. Div.

key figure in the community and a respected local
leader for the Iraqi people living in the Rashid district
of southern

service members deployed to Baghdad in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom.

Jabouri, a figurehead in the predominately Sunni populated
Doura community with a reputation for standing up against
terrorists and criminals, said that he believes that security has

improved enough

Baghdad, Sheik
Jabbar Maaluf Al
Jabouri arrived at Joint
Security Station Doura
with a procession
of local leaders and
family members.

The Sunni leader
called for a meeting
with Col. Ted Martin,
the commander of the
Ist Brigade Command
Team, 4th Infantry
Division, Multi-
National Division
— Baghdad, to offer
his gratitude April 22
for the Coalition and
Iraqi Security Forces’
ongoing efforts to
bring stability and = photo by Staft S

in the area to bring
families back into
the  neighborhoods,
regardless of their
differences.

“Doura was once
a very bad area and a
very dangerous area;
so I will tell you, Abu
T’shir and Doura are
like brothers,” Jabouri
said to Martin. “The
joining of these two
is like reuniting
brothers.”

Jabouri also said
that he would like
to create a support
committee that

would work with the
t. Brent Williams, 1st BCT PAO, 4th Inf. Div. Government of Iraq to

progress to the people  Prominent local community leader, Sheik Jabbar Maaluf Al relocate Iraqi citizens
of the Doura and Abu Jabouri (left) met with Col. Ted Martin, commander of the 1st displaced by years of
T’shir beladiyas. BCT, 4th Inf. Div., MND-B, April 22 at the Joint Security Station violence.

Jabouri spoke Doura. Brig. Gen. Karim Hoseinee (right), the commander of the “I have 40 families
directly to the senior 7th Brigade, 2nd National Police Division, coordinated and host- invited to move back
leaders gathered in the ed the event that brought the leaders together for the very first to Doura,” he said.
room and said that the time. Jabouri acknowledged the ongoing progress occurring in  “These families need
quality of life that the the Doura areas and called for Martin to help facilitate a reconcili- support financially to
people of Al Doura ation between the communities of Doura and Abu T’shir. help them stand up

enjoy today is due to
the hard work and the sacrifices made by both the American
and Iraqi people.

“Thank you for helping with all the Iraqi forces and
American Forces who have made this area safer,” Al Jabouri
said to the brigade commander. “We’re also happy that people
are trying to reduce the military and work on providing
community services for the people.”

Ongoing projects to repair roads and recent business
endeavors, such as the opening of the Al Rashid Commercial
Bank in Doura, signify a much needed improvement for the
local community, said Jabouri.

Brig. Gen. Karim Hoseinee, the commander of the 7th
Brigade, 2nd National Police Division, coordinated and
hosted the event that brought the leaders together for the very
first time.

“It is always a good indicator of progress and more
important, things to come, when leaders bring issues to the
table, look for solutions and act for the common good of their
people,” said Martin, a native of Jacksonville Beach, Fla.

“We are committed to assisting the people of Rashid in
making this community a better place in which the Iraqi
people can carry on their work and build upon their futures,”
Martin said.

Al Jabouri personally thanked Martin, who attended the
meeting as the new MND-B representative for coalition
operations in Rashid and the commander of more than 3,900

and get back on their
feet. It should not matter that they are Shia.”
The leaders concluded the meeting with a
meal and hot chai to affirm their newfound
relationship and to further discuss
the future of Rashid and
Baghdad.

gt. Brent Williams

Iragi National Police Officers of the 7th Brigade, 2nd
National Police Division, come together for a special
meal at the Joint Security Station Doura April 22. The
meal signified the start of a new relationship between
a local community leader, Sheik Jabbar Maaluf Al
Jabouri and Col. Ted Martin, commander of the 1st
Brigade Combat Team, 4th Inf. Div., MND-B.






Spc. David Hodge
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Pfc. Shaun Hoffman, an infantryman as-
signed to Company B, 2nd Battalion,
4th Infantry Regiment attached to the
4th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 1st
Infantry Division, exits the Mine Resistant
and Ambush Protected vehicle, April 5,
during a patrol in the Rashid District of
Southern Baghdad. The MRAP vehicle
is the Department of Defense’s latest
technological achievement to defeat the
Improvised Explosive Device threat in Iraq.
The 1st Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry
Division, will assume responsibility of the
new vehicles as they join Multi-National
Division — Baghdad.

ULS. Ay pleto by St Sgt Brent Wilkms, 1t BET
PA), 4(fh [ Diivi, DIND-B
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U.S. Army photos by Staff Sgt. Brent Williams, 1st BCT PAO, 4th Inf. Div.

Stryker Infantry Soldiers of Company F, 2nd Squadron, 2nd Cavalry Regiment, attached to the 1st Brigade
Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, Multi-National Division -- Baghdad, search a pool hall for evidence that
could lead to the apprehension of high-profile terrorists and criminals operating in Baghdad’s Abu T’shir and
Saha communities in the southeastern Rashid District April 17. The MND-B Soldiers deployed out of Vilseck,
Germany, last year as part of “surge forces” called to reinforce the Baghdad Security Plan, detained several
suspects April 17 to include a suspected cell leader believed to be one of MND-B’s most wanted individuals
responsible for committing crimes and acts of violence in Baghdad. The pool hall was one of many objectives
Iraqi Security and Coalition Forces raided during clearing operations April 16-17.

Staff Sgt. Brent Williams
1st BCT PAO, 4th Inf. Div.

nocking on doors; greeting the

family; talking about politics, the

neighbors, or just the weather, over
a hot cup of overly sweet chai — a pleasant
side of business for Multi-National Division
— Baghdad Soldiers who have operated in
the southeastern Rashid district for the past
eight months.

For Soldiers of “Fox,” Company
F, 2nd Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry
Regiment, attached to the 1st Brigade
Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division,
MND-B, interpersonal relations, consensus
information and the pictures they create are
the biggest contributors to the safety and
security of the citizens living in the Saha
and Abu T’shir communities of southern
Baghdad.

“We want to build a relationship to
give the people a normal life — to bring
the resources into the community,” said
Lt. Col. Myron Reineke, commander, 2nd
“Cougars” Sqdn., 2nd Stryker Cav. Regt.,
MND-B.

“This is about building relations in
Abu T’shir and Saha,” said Reineke to
his commanders and staff officers during

the unit’s final rehearsal for a three-phase
operation that began April 16 in support of
1st BCT’s Operation Raider Typhoon.
Stationed at Vilseck, Germany, and
deployed as part of the “surge” force sent
to reinforce security in support of MND-B
and Operation Iraqi Freedom, the Stryker
infantry unit, will handover their areas of

Iraqi Police from the Bilat Police
Station with Multi-National
Division — Baghdad Soldiers,
conduct combined patrols
within the Saha neighborhood
of Baghdad’s southeastern
Rashid district April 17.

responsibility to the troops of 7th Sqdn.,
10th Cav. Regt., 1st BCT, 4th Inf. Div., in
May.

In the meantime, the Soldiers of Co. F,
occupying a Combat Outpost in northeast
Rashid, want to take a few more bad guys
off the streets before they leave Baghdad,
even if they have to kick in a few doors to
make it happen.

“We are conducting point raids to
improve security for the people of Iraq,”
said Capt. Kevin Ryan, commander, Co.
F, 2nd Sqdn., 2nd Stryker Cav. Regt.
“Once security improves, we can focus on
improving the quality of life for the people
of Abu T’shir and southeastern Rashid.”

The ongoing clearing operations are
part of 1st “Raider” BCT’s first effort since
assuming its mission April 13 to deny
terrorists and criminal elements a safe haven
in the area that is home to approximately
1.2 million citizens in Baghdad.

The three-phased operation is
reminiscent of the same work that the
squadron has undertaken since the unit
assumed responsibility for the area in
August, said Ryan, a native of Quincy,
Mass., and a graduate of the Citadel
Military College, S.C.

Soldiers conducted pinpoint raids April




16-17, acting on military intelligence and
information from concerned Iraqi citizens,
to capture some of MND-B’s most wanted
terrorists and criminals, said Ryan, who is
on his third deployment to Iraq.

The units then transitioned into
the second phase of their operations,
conducting ongoing atmospherics in the
neighborhoods, working with the Sons
of Iraq (Abna al-Iraq), the sheiks, and
members of the local community, to gather
data with the intent to build better relations
with the predominately Shia and mixed
Sunni-Shia communities, he explained.

“People who are sitting on the fence,
and don’t know which way to go, will go
our way just because we talked with them,”
Ryan explained. “If we do this right, we
will build relationships with the people
which will empower them to be able to
keep these bad guys from coming back into
their neighborhoods.”

Conducting census operations,
checkpoint inspections, joint patrols,
combined operations and traffic control
points with Iraqi Security Forces is nothing
out of the ordinary for the Stryker Soldiers,
said Sgt. 1st Class Roberto Huie, a platoon
sergeant assigned to Co. F, 2nd Sqdn., 2nd
Stryker Cav. Regt.

“Uswalking through the neighborhoods
— that is an everyday thing,” he explained.

Early morning raids hunting down 1st
BCT’s most wanted criminals is just an
added bonus for the Fox Soldiers, said Huie,
a 19-year veteran, who hails from Brooklyn,
N.Y.; and is the company’s acting first
sergeant while his senior noncommissioned
officer is on environmental leave.

“Our preferred method is to knock,
and 90 percent of the people are more
than willing to let us in,” stated Huie.
“Conversely, if we find a house that looks
suspicious to us, or a family that looks
suspicious to us, and they don’t want to let
us in their house, sometimes we have to cut

St Sgit. Koke Pomeles, an infantry squad leader assigned to Company
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“We may not see the results in the next
three weeks, but I think this (operation)
is going to generate a lot of tips and a lot
more leads ... and eventually we will get
them,” added Huie. “Whether the people
like it or not, we are coming through their
whole neighborhood to get these criminals
off the streets.”

The company’s mission has varied
greatly during their time as a “surge unit”
operating in southern Baghdad since
August of 2007, said Huie.

The Fox Soldiers have worked
throughout Saha and Abu T’shir in
southeastern Rashid to assist with essential
services, force protection for Iraqi
contractors to fix sewage or electricity issues
in the Iraqi muhallas (neighborhoods),
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as well as providing over watch for ISF
and SOI manning checkpoints, providing
security for the local communities, he said.

Staff Sgt. Scott Campbell, squad
leader, Co. F, 2nd Sqdn., 2nd Stryker
Cav. Regt., said that he hopes to see more
changes for the better as the unit prepares
to leave Baghdad for its future mission in
Ba’qubah.

“There’s a better peace now, than there
was before the ‘surge,”” said Campbell, a
native of Orlando.

Campbell a veteran of 11 years, said
that in three deployments in support of
OIF, from 2003 to today, he has seen many
changes, especially in the security situation
around southern Baghdad.

“I think that when we go around and
meet the locals and get to know them better
on a personal basis, they become more at
ease with us,” he explained. “The more we
get to talk with them the better they trust
us; the more they like us.”

“I am not going to say that I have
figured out how to make a permanent peace
—it’s not my job to, but I think that whatever
we’re doing, it is working,” he added.

Campbell said that in addition to
improving security, units must continue to
work to improve the infrastructure to better
meet the needs of the Iraqi people.

“They need to improve faster,” he said.
“Iraqis need to start pushing a lot more
effort into rebuilding their infrastructure;
power, water, medical treatment, jobs, ways
to create jobs. Stuff that could be making
them money is not making them money
right now, and I believe that we need to
pursue those endeavors more.”

The Cougars will begin their third
phase of the operations in May, as they
begin to transition the Abu T’shir and Saha
neighborhoods to 7th Sqdn., 10th Cav.
Regt., Ist BCT, 4th Inf. Div., MND-B.




https://www.dvidshub.net.




Sgt. Keith Fosmire, a team leader as-
signed to Company B, 2nd Battalion, 4th
Infantry Regiment, attached to the 4th
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry
Division, part of Multi-National
Division -- Baghdad, registers a




Seventeen Soldiers from_.the 4th Bn., 64th Armor
Regt., 4th BCT, 3rd Inf. Div:, recite their Oath of Re-
enlistment April 18 before Maj. Gen. Rick Lynch,
commander, 3rd Inf: D|v and Mult| Natlonal Division
v Y a& Forward
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C ommanded by Lt. Col. Johnnie Johnson and Command Sgt.
Maj. Rodney Greene, the 4th Battalion, 64th Armor Regiment,
4th Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, stationed
out of Fort Stewart, Ga., deployed in October 2007 in support
of Operation Iraqi Freedom. The 4th Bn, 64th Armor Regt.
became attached to the 4th Infantry Brigade Combat Team,
Ist Infantry Division, Multi-National Division — Baghdad. In
April, the 1st Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, as-
sumed responsibility of southern Baghdad, but the/Tuskers”
Battalion’s mission of securing the Sadiyah and Bayaa areas of
the Rashid district has stayed the same.

Lt. Col. Johnnie Johnson, commander, 4th Bn., 64th
Armor Regt., 4th BCT, 3rd Inf. Div., and Command
Sgt. Maj. Rodney Greene, command Serg eant major
4th| Bn., 64th) AR, proudiyfd ¢t pos-
session, al 3rd Inf! DivA cem el o ﬁh@m 57
Maj. Gen. Rick: Lynch Inf. Dive, amn
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Operating BasegEalcon
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ApLilgii8=at-Forward-Operating
Base'Falcon, Baghdad.

Pogue, a tanker assigned to Headquarters
HeadguarntersiCompany, 4th Bn., 64th Armor Regt.,
Ath 3rdl Inf. Div:, receives a pat on the back from
MajMGen. Rick:Lynch, commander, 3rd Inf. Div., and
Mullti-National Division - Center, after reenlisting April
fI87at|Forward\Operating Base Falcon, Baghdad.
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arrant Officer Juan Sala, battalion
maintenance officer, Company B,
4th Support Battalion, 1st Brigade

Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, Multi-
National Division — Baghdad, teaches Iraqi
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executive officer, Company B,

4th SB, 1st BCT, 4th Inf. Div.,
MND-B.

“It is our goal to make
them able to get supplies and
parts in a quick manner,”
said Canceran, a native of
Chicago.

Canceran’s lead instructor,
Warrant Officer Juan Sala,
battalion maintenance officer,
Co. B, 4th SB, 1st BCT, 4th
Inf. Div., MND-B, teaches a
different maintenance topic
each week with the help of
two other Soldiers.

“Today our mission was
to get the police trained on
the principals of braking
systems for their different vehicles,”
said Sala, who hails from Corpus
Christi, Texas. “If they are familiar
with the systems, it will improve the

4th Support Battalion, 1st Brigade
Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division,

pc. Vicente Ayala, a com-
bat medic from San Antonio
assigned to Company C,

Spc. David Hodge

alat
[Christi) alnrmglq othe

cRitrent: procedures
everypvisith

mechanic’s productivity.”

“With this training, we are trying
to set up a maintenance program for
the (Iraqi) police so they can maintain
themselves efficiently,” he added.

Multi-National Division — Baghdad,
instructs a class on proper medi-
cal trauma care to policemen from
the 7th Brigade, 2nd Iraqgi National
Police, Divisi April_15_at_Joint

1st BCT PAO, 4th Inf. Div.

oldiers from the 4th Support
S Battalion, 1st Brigade Combat

Team, 4th Infantry Division, Multi-

National Division — Baghdad, know
that the key to success in Iraq lies within
well-trained Iraqi Security Forces.

These Soldiers take great pride in
their duties of training the National Police
in some of the areas necessary for self-
sustainment.

“Ireally enjoy teaching the Iraqi Police
because they are always really motivated,”
said Spc. Vicente Ayala, a medic assigned
to Company C, 4th SB, 1st BCT, 4th Inf.
Div., MND-B. “I believe the best way to
get the Iraqi people on their feet is to teach
them.”

“Packhorse” Soldiers conductconvoys
to different Joint Security Stations weekly
to train Iraqi policemen, referred to by the
locals as shurtas.

Soldiers currently provide instruction
in three areas; basic medic course,
weaponry, and mechanical maintenance.

“I really believe in this mission down
to my very bones,” said Ayala, who hails
from San Antonio. “Deep down in my heart
it’s what I want to do.”

The Iraqi policemen have not yet
developed a reliable supply and parts
system, said 2nd Lt. Gabby Canceran,

To accomplish this, Sala and his
team must ensure the police are able to
sustain a functional motorpool.

Sala said the maintenance team
frequently checks to ensure parts are
ordered, inoperable vehicles are repaired,
dispatching procedures are followed,
and units maintain property book
accountability.

This training is something the ISF can
build upon until they can start running their
own systems, said Sala. Then they will gain

ISecurityj

confidence in themselves to continue the
mission.

The policemen, with aid from Coalition
Forces, continue to accomplish their
mission in Iraq by providing a safe and
secure environment for the 1.2 million
residents of southern Baghdad.

apt. Jim Silverstrim,
‘ commander, Company

C,4th Support Battalion,
1st Brigade Combat Team,
4th Infantry Division, Multi-
National Division — Baghdad,
completes a walk-through in-
spection of a pharmacy April 15

at Joint Security Station Doura
located in southern Baghdad’s

Rashid district. Silverstrim
heads a group of medics offer-
ing medical trauma training to
Iragi National Police medics.

U.S. Army photos by Spc. David Hodge,
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ergency medical services arrived, Blake assisted
medical service workers with the spine board and

days that followed, Blake consistently visited the
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the guy had a damaged aorta valve,” Blake said.
Every Soldier should take the Army’s Combat Lifesaver
raining, said Blake.
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U.S. Army photo by Spc. David Hodge, 1st BCT PAO, 4th Inf. Div.

Staff Sgt. Michael Blake, a scout section sergeant from
Martha’s Vineyard Island, Mass., assighed to Troop
A, 7th Squadron, 10th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Brigade
Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, Multi-National
Division — Baghdad, provided life-saving emergency
medical treatment, March 25, after a head-on collision
left a Department of the Army Civilian critically injured
outside of Camp Arifjan, Kuwait.




Raidery Soldiers; maint am, physicall and|
mentallfitness;atyFOB FALCON 0N/ Baghdad)

Spc. David Hodge
1st BCT PAO, 4th Inf. Div.

s the Ist Brigade
Combat Team, 4th
Infantry Division,

arrived at Forward Operating
Base Falcon in Baghdad’s
Rashid District, the U.S.
Army’s greatest asset, Soldiers,
are forced to adhere to a new
standard in living conditions.

The “Raider” Brigade
joined forces with Multi-
National Division — Baghdad in
March for its mission to assist
the Government of Iraq and
provide security and stability
for the 1.2 million residents in
the district. Soldiers on and off
the base work hard to achieve
this by staying physically and
mentally fit during their 15-
month deployment.

U.S. Army photo by Spc. David Hodge

“There are a number of
measures Soldiers take to
stay safe in this new, harsh
environment,” said Bob
Topolewski, Raider Brigade
Safety Officer.

“I call it mastering the
environment,” he  added.
“Because if Soldiers don’t,
the environment will master
them.”

Iraq is a dusty, hot
environment, and Soldiers must
make every effort to maintain
situational awareness in this
climate, said Topolewski.

Soldiers can achieve this
by following a few rules, such
as eating properly, staying
hydrated, and getting the
appropriate amount of rest.

“I don’t give Soldiers
tips regarding safety,” stated
Topolewski, a native of
Savannah, Ga.
“I give them the
standard operating
procedures. This is
the best way, based
on our experience, to
keep Soldiers safe in
this environment.”

Topolewski
said that many
Soldiers lose
attentlveness at
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he Raider Brigade is one month

into its deployment and our safety

record has been excellent.
Now begins the process of transition-
ing from tenants to owners; accepting re-
sponsibility for all that is right or wrong
with our area of operation and making it
better.

Everyday each of us needs to ask our-

selves three basic questions:

T

1. What does right look like?
What needs to be made safer?

What can I do to make it safer?

Bob Topolewski
Raider Safety Officer

In many cases the answer is a simple
adjustment that any of us can make inde-
pendently; in other cases it will require a
report through the chain of command and
engineer support. Each case starts with
the individual asking himself the right
questions. We all know what right looks
like regarding safety whether it involves
preventing electrical fires or removing
slip, trip and fall obstacles. In the end it
takes the pride of ownership to do some-
thing about it.

We have started a 15-month marathon
not a training exercise sprint. Everyone
must take the time to do what is required
to go the distance; this means eating a

proper diet, exercising five days each
week, personal hygiene and rest. Without
taking this marathon type approach you
will become an accident looking for a
place to happen.

Safety is about creating a cumulative
effect; making small adjustments every-
day and not waiting for someone else to
make it happen.

Continuous safety improvement must
be one of the daily missions of every
member of the Raider Brigade. If we
each embrace this attitude we will grow
stronger and safer as our deployment
progresses.

Chaplan's Cormer

Maj. Trenton E. Lewis Raider Brigade Chaplain

ed me into a new reality. A reality I had only known no-

tionally from the train up at the National Training Center.
The initial attack on the chopper we flew in on, and the sub-
sequent bombing attacks on Forward Operating Base Falcon,
proved beyond the shadow of a doubt that I was in the throes
of war, with no recourse but to endure and exercise prudent
judgment in seeking cover from incoming rounds the enemy of
human freedoms launched our way.

As I made the necessary adjustment to appreciate the dan-
ger that surrounded our FOB, my resolve to minister out of con-
fidence and not fear was steeled by the words from a verse in
Psalm 23: “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy
staff they comfort me (Psalm 23:4).”

My fellow Soldiers, I offer these same words to you as you
steel your resolve to soldier out of confidence and not out of
this atmosphere of war. To successfully navigate through this
atmosphere of war requires placing your trust in GOD and con-
comitant with your warrior skills and training GOD will help
you to soldier with confidence and not out of fear as you jour-
ney through this valley of the shadow of death.

From the Leaves of Gold 1 leave you with an additional
thought.

C oming into our present area of operation a month ago jolt-




U.S. Army Spc. Lester Colley, ooth Signal Company (Combat Camera)

Lt. Col. Myron Reineke, commander, 2nd Squadron,
2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment gives a backpack to
an Iraqgi orphan April 8 in Abu T’shir area of south-
ern Baghdad.

An lIraqi girl looks on
as U. S. Army Soldiers
speak with her parents
about insurgent activity
in Abu T’shir community

in the Rashid district of
Baghdad on April 19.

U.S. Army Spc. Lester Colley, 55th Signal Company (Combat Camera)

U.S. Army Spc. Lester Colley, 55th Signal Company (Combat Camera)

An Iragi National Police Officer reviews pa-
per work at a check point on April 19 in the
Rashid district of southern Baghdad.






