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Pvt. William Sullivan from Alpha  Com-
pany, 181st BSB, does some laundry
at building 26 (photo by Sgt. Emily
Suhr)

More than 3,200 Soldiers
from the 81st Heavy Bri
gade Combat Team are now

calling Fort McCoy, Wis. their tem-
porary home.

Fort McCoy has many amenities
that may assist them with making
their time there as comfortable as
possible.

There are two free, self-operated
laundry facilities available in build-
ings 2658 and 2662. At both places
Soldiers can either bring their own
laundry soap or  purchase it from
vending machines.

Between the two, there are a to-
tal of 43 washers and 36 dryers
available.  In building 2662, there
is a waiting area with arcade games

and vending machines.  There is
also a barber shop available to Sol-
diers doing their laundry, which is
open from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Another barber shop and a beauty
shop are offered at the Post Exchange
located in building 1538.  In addi-
tion to the beauty and barber shop,
there is a cleaner and alterations
shoppette and food court attached to
the PX.

Other than the seven chow halls
provided to the 81st Brigade, there
are other places on post to satisfy
their hunger. There are two restau-
rants in the PX food court, Anthony’s
Pizza and Robin Hood Sandwich
Shoppe. The Rustic Inn, located in
building 2000 next to the Commu-
nity Recreation Center, has a full

By Col. Ronald Kapral
Commander 81st HBCT

Brigade Commander's Message

81s t  HBCT
Commander

Co l .  Rona ld   Kapra l

Welcome to
Fort McCoy.
I hope that

everyone got to enjoy
some quality time
with their families
and friends before
shipping out.  We
must now focus on
preparing ourselves
and  our squads for our
future mission.

The training you
are about to conduct
is designed to build our team.  Our
people are responsible for the suc-
cess of our mission.  Each Soldier
must focus on their individual tasks
and responsibilities to ensure the
squad and platoon are capable to
complete its mission.  Every Soldier
has an essential part to play and
must be proficient in their duties.

Leaders must continue to enforce
the standards.  Do not take short-

cuts.  Use the SOPs and
checklists.  I am still
questioning Soldiers
who do not know where
the power steering
pump is located on the
vehicle.  If the Soldier
conducted PMCS using
the -10 manual, he
would know the an-
swer.

This demonstrates
the lack of leader super-
vision.  We cannot af-
ford to circumvent the
standards.  Take the

time to do things right.  It will pay
off in the end.

Also, don’t forget about safety.  Our
stringent safety standards help en-
sure the well being of our people.  Fol-
low and enforce them, now and while
deployed.  It will save lives.

Training is the foundation for ev-
erything we do.  Train hard and train
safe.  This is a long road and we have
just begun our journey.
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Soldiers from the California
based 1-185th Armor Battal-
ion arrived at Fort McCoy,

Wis. Sunday in order to attend re-
quired training prior to flying over-
seas to participate in Operation
Iraqi Freedom.

In addition, two companies from
the 1-184th Infantry Battalion, also
based in California, were mobilized
and attached to the 185th prior to
their trip to Wisconsin.

The California Soldiers con-
ducted approximately four weeks of
individual Soldier skills training at
Camp Roberts, Calif. just prior to
their departure from their home
state.

“We learned a lot during our
training at Camp Roberts during pre
mobilization and I am confident
that the next phase of training will
assist us in ensuring that our Sol-
diers are prepared for any mission
that we might receive while in
Iraq,” said 1-185th Executive Officer
Maj. Jeffrey W. Roach.

The 22-year infantry officer vet-
eran and active Guard and Reserve
member, Roach, said that some of
his battalion’s focuses while at Fort
McCoy will be improving their small
unit leader’s skills, pre-combat
checks and pre-combat inspections
along with individual tasks.

California  attached Soldiers
from the 184th Infantry Battalion
during the pre-mobilization phase
so that 185th Armor Battalion would
have the necessary personnel to
complete their anticipated combat
missions while in Iraq.

“The Soldiers of the 1-184th are
part of the 185th now and all our
Soldiers will train as a unit.  They
are all part of the 81st Brigade
Team,” said 81st HBCT Commander
Col. Ronald Kapral.

  Roach said, “Everyone has
learned a lot since the mobilization
began and morale is great.” 

Calif. 81st HBCT Soldiers Arrive At Ft. McCoy

By Command Sgt. Maj. Robert Sweeney
Command Sgt. Maj. 81st HBCT

Command Sergeant Major's Message

Finally the team is all together!
Over 3,200 Soldiers from
Washington, Cali-

fornia and Texas have
come together at Fort
McCoy.  The time is now
to put together all of the
individual training we
have been working on
over the past several
months and come to-
gether as a team.  Even
though we want you to
train hard, we still want
you to train safely!

I am still accepting de-
signs for our deployment
coin which every Soldier
within the brigade will
receive for this deployment.  In ad-
dition, I am also accepting designs
for the Brigade Commander and
Command Sergeant Major Coin for

By Maj. James Scott Taylor
81st HBCT, Public Affairs Officer

81 st HBCT
Command Sg t .  Maj .
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Excellence which will be awarded
to exceptional Soldiers for their
outstanding performance.  Cutoff
date for submission of the coin de-

signs is Sept. 15, 2008.
Once I have all the de-
signs I will publish
them on a coin ballot
and the Soldiers of the
brigade will vote on
which design they
would prefer to have.
The top voted coin will
be our design.  The Sol-
dier with the winning
design will receive a
four-day pass to Qatar!

Within the next two
weeks we will finalize
our formal deployment
ceremony and our four-

day pass policy which will allow you
to make appropriate plans for a
well-deserved break. 

Sgt. Richard Aller, Sgt.
Felix Flores and Sgt.
Gustavo Gutierrez, all
3rd platoon squad
leaders for Alpha Co 1-
184th Inf., take a break
outside their office
Aug. 25. (Photo by Sgt.
Emily Suhr)

Sgt. 1st Class Ronald
Mays offers guidance
to Sgt. Michael Blaz,
Staff Sgt. Eric Dunham
and Pvt. Brian Seminar
in the S-4 shop of 1-
185th Ar. Aug. 24.
(Photo by Sgt. Emily
Suhr)
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By Lt. Col. Carl Steele
81st HBCT Chaplain

Scripture is filled with
people who are on jour
neys. It talks about the

movement of individuals and
groups as they make their way
across new land and settle
down.  We have been and con-
tinue to be on a journey to pre-
pare for and arrive in Iraq. We have moved from annual
training in Washington, California and Texas to Fort
McCoy, Wis. Most of us were familiar with the places
where we conducted our annual training. It was almost
as if we had not left home yet.
     Now we find ourselves in a new place. For some, the
mornings are cold; for some, there is no mountain to
give us our bearings. For many, through all of this it will
stay the same. Training will be done that will get us pre-
pared for new positions in squads that may be new. Train-
ing will prepare us for our duty in Iraq. There will be
some long days and short nights. We will stand in lines
at chow, SRC, RFI, CIF and we will speak a foreign lan-
guage. This again prepares us for our service in Iraq.
     Your family will want to hear from you while you are
here. Make sure you contact them and let them know
how things are going. Make sure they have your address.
Your name
Your Unit
1868 Regiment Ave.
Ft. McCoy, WI 54656
Thanks for serving.

Services
Barber shop, B1664 ....................22366/23690
Chaplain, B2672 ....................................24203
Clothing Sales, B1538 ...........................23220
Commissary, B2134 ..............................23542
Post Exchange, B1538 ...........................24134
Post Office, B1654 .................................23825
Red Cross .............................. 1-800-837-6313
Western Union, B1668 .....................269-5420

Recreation
Equipment rental, B8053 ......................22619
Fitness Center, B1122 ......................... 22290
Library, B2000 .......................................22410
Recreation Center, B2000 ....................23213
Recreation Hotline ................................24300

Food
McCoy's, B1571 ..................................... 22065
Rustic Inn, B2000 ................................. 24968
PX Foot Court, B1538 ....................... 269-5603

Useful Fort McCoy Numbers

Chapel Services
Sunday:
Protestant Worship Chapel 1 (B 2672)
9:30 a.m.
Roman Catholic Mass Chapel 10 (B 1759)
9:30 a.m.
Fel lowship fol lowing services Chapel
Center (B 2675) 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday:
PWOC 9:00 a.m.
Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Thursday:
Alcoholics Anonymous [B
2675]  7:00 p.m.

Friday:
Prayer And Praise Worship
Chapel 1 (B 2672) 7:00 p.m.

For information or chaplain sup-
port, call the installation chaplain's office. Infor-
mation on other faith services are also available,
388-3528 Building 2675.

Chapel 1, building
2672.(Photo By Sgt.
Amanda Gauthier)

Don't know what to make of those bugle calls?  Here's
some guidelines to help you while on Fort McCoy.

5:50 a.m. First call
6:00 a.m. Reveille
5:45 a.m. Assembly
7:00 a.m. Mess call - breakfast
12: 00 p.m. Mess call - lunch
5:00 p.m. Retreat / To the Colors
5:45 p.m. Mess call - supper
10:30 p.m. TATTOO
11:00 p.m. Taps

The only two bugle calls that require action from
the Soldiers are 6:00 a.m. Reveille and 5:00 p.m. Re-
treat/ To the Colors.

Fort McCoy Bugle Calls

Fort McCoy Reminders
~ PT Shirts must be tucked in.
~ PT socks must be white without logos on them and
   cover the ankle bone.
~ Reflective belt must be worn with any uniform
   between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. and
   always worn with the PT uniform
~ There is no smoking in the tents

The Raven, Friday, August 29, 2008



Page 4

What do you think
of the new OCIE
and RFI gear?

Approximately 400 Soldiers from
the 81st Heavy Brigade Combat
Team will be participating in

individual pre-mobilization tasks as
part of the Warrior Training Platoon
at Fort McCoy, Wis. starting this
week.

The WTP is an intensive
weeklong program encompassing a
wide variety of training necessary
for all Soldiers to deploy.

“We have two seven-day week pe-
riods to train those Soldiers who are
40 percent or less on the required
individual training necessary for us
to deploy,” said Lt. Col. Bryan
Grenon, 81st HBCT Fire Support Co-
ordinator.

Training will be conducted Thurs-
day to Sept. 3 and Sept. 4 to Sept. 10
by the181 Training Support Brigade,
the onsite training command avail-
able for mobilizing units.  81st HBCT
will be lending 40 Soldiers to sup-
port the event.

Three hundred Soldiers, or 12
groups of 25, will go through train-
ing the first week.

Training days will be long and de-
manding covering everything from
individual weapons, crew served
weapons and hand grenades to first
aid, communications and media
awareness.

Soldiers will also cover a wide va-

riety of combat skills including im-
provised explosive devices and
unexploded ordnance awareness,
land navigation, urban warfare and
individual movement training.
Classes are taught through briefings
as well as hands on exercises.

“The only way to ensure these Sol-
diers know how to use their equip-
ment and understand the combat
load a Soldier carries in Iraq is to
have them wear it and walk through
realistic lanes in it,” said Staff Sgt.
Adam Yoest, an electronic warfare
and targeting noncommissioned of-
ficer for Headquarters, 81st HBCT
who is serving as the WTP assistant
NCO in charge.

Though Soldiers have basic train-
ing and understanding, what many
lack is experience.  Classes dealing
with detainee operations, battle
mind and combatives are designed
to make up for that lack of experi-
ence.

“These briefings aren’t intended
to give the Soldier black and white
answers, but to give them a thought
process and help them understand
deductive reasoning,” said Yoest.

Of the 400 Soldiers who will be in
the WTP, 200 are new additions to
the 81st HBCT from other units.

“We didn’t get to go to annual
training with the rest of the Soldiers
so we need to catch up and get the

Sgt. Alisha
W i l l i a m s ,
Headquarters
1-303rd Cav-
alry.

“I think that’s it ’s pretty excellent.
The first deployment it was really
cold and we didn’t have the right
gear, so when we were out on patrol
or in the towers all night we were
freezing.  I’m thinking this gear is
going to protect us a little bit bet-
ter.”

1st Lt. Vince
Makiling, Head-
quarters and
Headquarters,
1-185th Armor
Battalion.

“I was really surprised by the qual-
ity of the equipment.  It ’s one less
thing I have to worry about.  I feel
more confident for our deployment
to Iraq.”

Sgt. Jerrod
Potter, Head-
quarters 1-
303rd Cavalry.

“It ’s a lot different than the last
time.  We got some tighter fitting
stuff and some better cold weather
gear, just some better all around
gear.  Hopefully it will  keep me
from getting shot.”

 By Sgt. Emily Suhr
HQ, 81st HBCT, Public Affairs

Spc. Krystal J. Austin from H otelTrp., 1-303rd conducts training on the M4 .50
Caliber Machine Gun during annual training  in July.  (Photo by Sgt. Amanda
R. Gauthier)

Crash course preps troops for Iraq

See WTP on page 6
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Rachel C. Taylor sings the National Anthem dur-
ing a departure ceremony for HQ, 81st HBCT and
181st BSB at the Seattle Armory Aug. 19. (Photo
by Melinda Lambert)

Cashier  Stacey Miller signs members of the 81st HBCT
into the DFAC Aug. 24.  When asked about how she's
handling the influx of Soldiers she responded by say-
ing, "To me, the more the merrier." (Photo by Sgt. Emily
Suhr)

New Soldiers to the 81st HBCT await their flight to Fort
McCoy at McChord AFB, Wash. Aug. 22. (Photo by Sgt.
Blayden D. Wall)

Command  Sgt. Maj. Robert Sweeny, the 81st HBCT com-
mand sergeant major, addresses new Soldiers joining
the 81st HBCT at Camp Murray, Wash. Aug. 21Soldiers from HQ, 81st HBCT received training on

the standardized command post system (SICPS).
(Photo By  Sgt. Maj. Andrew Knowles)
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Photos need to be in a JPEG or TIFF format.
Please include a  Microsoft Word document.

identify who is in the photo,  who took the
photo, when and where.

( Identification = full name, rank, unit, duty
position and hometown).

Editor's Notes:Editor's Notes:Editor's Notes:Editor's Notes:Editor's Notes:
In the last issue, we regrettably left off

the credit for "The Challenge of getting there."
The story was written by Lt. Col. Theresa Wetzel.

We incorrectly credited Sgt. 1st Class
Kearny with writing the" Shadow" story. It was
actually written by 1st Lt. Robert Theriault.

skills needed for Iraq so we’ll be safer,” said Spc. Teila
Thompson,  an S-1 clerk for HQ 81st HBCT who joined
less then a month ago from  66th Aviation.

While Thompson didn’t know a lot about the upcom-
ing training, she was excited to learn there would be
language and culture training.
“I like learning different languages and I think it would
be cool to know a little bit of what they are saying,” she
said

Soldiers will be required to learn a set of Arabic
phrases and recite them from memory.  Those who fail
any part of the WTP will have an opportunity to try again,
either during the training or later with their unit.

The Brigade’s focus is to ensure all Soldiers are
trained effectively and quickly.

“It is important for these Soldiers to get done with
their individual training so they can join their units to
do collective training,” said Grenon.

“Every Soldier has to be at 100 percent before we de-
ploy,” he added.

breakfast menu and burgers and fries. Primo’s Express
serves pizzas, subs, burgers, and more. Primo’s deliv-
ers to a limited area.

When Soldiers are feeling a craving for something
in particular they can stop by the commissary and pick
up cereal, crackers, milk, cases of soda, or even a fresh
pineapple. It is located next to the PX.

McCoy's has an eight lane bowling alley, arcade,
sports bar and Primo’s Express. While Soldiers in the
81st HBCT may enjoy the facilities of the bowling alley
and arcade, there is still a strict no alcohol policy.

The Community Activity Center, in building 2000,
offers pool tables, board games, pingpong tables, movie
and video game rentals, cable television, information
tickets and travel, a library and a computer lab. There
is a rental fee for the movies, games and use of the
computer lab. There is an
assortment of musical in-
struments also available
for Soldiers to get their
rock  on at the center.

Soldiers can make a
free call home on one of
five cell phones, however,
there is a fifteen minute
time limit while others
are waiting.  Upstairs,
there is a free movie the-
ater with couches and
five big screen televi-
sions.

“If they have some
downtime this is the place
to come,” according to
Otto Peterson, a recre-
ation assistant for 22
years at Fort McCoy. “We
have this available to
make the Soldiers feel at
home away from home.
Recreation is just some-
thing they deserve.”

The activity center is currently open from 11:00
a.m. to 9:00 p.m. seven days a week.

“We have extended our hours until the end of Octo-
ber for seven days a week to have a place open for
mob and de-mob Soldiers,” said Peterson.

Two free computer labs are also on Fort McCoy.
They are open from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. to check
e-mail, leave and earnings statements, or browse the
news. Building 2558 has 60 computers available and
building 2711 has 21 computers.  There are fax and
copy machines available as well. Access to Facebook,
MySpace and streaming video are prohibited at these
facilities. Cell phones and other personal electronics
must be checked in at the front desk, however, USB
storage devices are allowed.

“MWR facilities allow Soldiers the opportunity to es-
cape and unwind from the rigors of deployment train-
ing,” said Command Sgt. Maj. Robert Sweeney, the
81st HBCT command sergeant major.

Spc. Mark Cartier of Bravo
Company 1-184 Infantry
Battalion, enjoys a game of
pool at the Fort McCoy Com-
munity Activity Center.
(Photo By Sgt. Amanda
Gauthier)
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