www.taskforcemountain.com

Soldier Edition

March 26, 2009

An issue

dedicated

to

Soldiers’

stories

U.S. government seeks justice in Iragi court

(Top Left to Right) Sgt. 1st Class James D. Connell, 40, a native of Lake City, Tenn.; Cpl. Christopher E. Murphy, 21, a native
of Lynchburg, Va.; Spc. Daniel W. Courneya, 19, a native of Nashville, Mich.; Spc. Byron W. Fouty, 19, of Waterford, Mich.
(Bottom Left to Right) Sgt. Anthony J. Schober, 23, a native of Reno Nev.; Staff Sgt. Alex R. Jimenez, 25, a native of New
York; Cpl. Joseph J. Anzack, Jr., 20, a native of Torrence, Calif. All seven Soldiers were from 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry
Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division and were Killed as a result of an ambush near Yuisfiyah, Iraq,
May 12, 2007. Anzack’s remains were positively identified by the Department of Defense after his body was recovered from
the Euphrates River in Iraq May 23, 2007. Initially reported missing, Jimenez's and Fouty’s remains were recovered July 9,
2008 approximately 20 kilometers south of the site of the ambush.

CAMP VICTORY — Representa-
tives from the U.S. Army filed a for-
mal complaint in the Central Crimi-

ScT. FRANK VAUGHN
MND - C

nal Court of Irag March 11 in an effort
to bring 12 captured suspects to jus-
tice for their roles in an ambush near
Yusifiyah, Irag, on May 12, 2007 that
resulted in the deaths of seven Amer-
ican Soldiers.

Lt. Col. Richard Ruffcorn, director

of intelligence and officer-in-charge
of the Missing and Captured Opera-
tions Cell for 10th Mountain Divi-
sion, appeared at the CCCI to file the
complaint.

See JUSTICE, page 3
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Cowboy Mouth pays last
visit to MND-C Soldiers
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Photo by Pfc. Tyler Maulding
Rigina Zernay, bassist for Cowboy Mouth, a native of Los
Angeles, gets into the band’s final concert in Iraq at Vic-
tory stage March 11 after a 10-day tour playing at nearly a
dozen coalition bases. Zernay, one of the band’s newest
members, joined two years ago.
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JUSTICE: U.S. gov-
ernment seeks justice
in Iragi court

From Page 1

“According to lragi law, someone
must be present to file the complaint in
person before suspects can be formal-
ly charged,” said Ruffcorn, a native of
Omabha, Neb. “After all of our efforts to
locate (the missing Soldiers), | consid-
ered it an honor to stand on behalf of
their families.”

According to an earlier report, a ter-
rorist group known as the Islamic State
of Iraq, suspected of ties to al-Qaeda in
Iraq, claimed responsibility for the am-
bush on elements of 4th Battalion, 31st
Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Com-
bat Team, 10th Mountain Division.

Three of the seven killed - Staff Sgt.
Alex Jimenez, Spc. Byron Fouty and
Pfc. Joseph Anzack - were reported
captured by insurgents in the after-
math of the attack.

The body of Anzack, of Torrance, Ca-
lif., was recovered from the Euphrates
River on May 23, 2007. Jimenez and
Fouty remained missing for more than
a year following the recovery of the re-
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mains of Anzack.

After an exhaustive investigation in
which MISCAP cooperated with mul-
tiple U.S. government agencies, includ-
ing the Federal Bureau of Investigation
and the Defense Intelligence Agency,
as well as analysts from U.S. Central
Command, the remains of Jimenez
and Fouty were discovered on July 9,
2008 after Coalition forces were led by
al-Qaeda leaders to a location approxi-
mately 20 kilometers south of the site
of the 2007 ambush.

“Finding these Soldiers would not
have happened without the coopera-
tion of many different agencies and
people,” said Ruffcorn. “It took every-
one involved to make this happen.”

Now that the missing Soldiers have
been recovered, efforts are now focused
on bringing their attackers to justice.

Lt. Col. Mike Ryan, staff judge advo-
cate for 10th Mountain Division, said
the Iragi government has been very co-
operative in this effort.

“The new security agreement be-
tween Irag and Coalition forces places
suspects detained by us under lIraqi
jurisdiction,” said the Oklahoma City
native. “However, we are allowed to file
formal complaints with the Iraqi court
system to start the process of prosecu-
tion.”
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Ryan said that the Iraqi judicial sys-
tem works similarly to that of the U.S.

“The process begins with an investi-
gative judge who hears the complaint
and evaluates evidence to determine
if the case warrants prosecution,” said
Ryan. “This is similar to what a magis-
trate does in the U.S.”

If an investigative judge determines
there is enough evidence to proceed
with a case, it is referred to a trial court
for further disposition.

Under Iragi law, a panel of three
judges presides over trials and exam-
ines witnesses personally, Ryan said.

Now that the 12 suspects in this case
have been formally charged, they must
await trial.

The date for trial has not been set,
but Ryan said he expects it to start
sometime in the next several months.

Ruffcorn said this process is a tre-
mendous sign of cooperation between
Coalition forces and the Iraqgi govern-
ment.

“After spending so much time, effort
and, frankly, emotion finding Jimenez
and Fouty, I'm proud to see the lraqi
government stepping up to bring their
killers to justice,” he said. “There are
definitely people in the Iragi govern-
ment who are dedicated to seeing their
government succeed.”
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Courtesy photo

(Left) Lt. Col. Mike Ryan, staff judge advocate, 10th Mtn. Div. and native of Oklahoma City, leaves the Central Criminal Court of
Iraq March 11 following an investigative hearing charging 12 insurgents in a May 2007 ambush on elements of 4/31, 2nd BCT,
10th Mtn. Div. The attack resulted in the deaths of seven Soldiers, including three that were initially reported missing. (Right)
Lt. Col. Richard Ruffcorn, director of intelligence and officer-in-charge of MISCAP for 10th Mtn. Div. and native of Omaha, Neb.,
leaves the Central Criminal Court of Iraq March 11.
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AROUND THE
COMMUNITY

Fishbowl Gym

March 27

Relay for Life HOPE Ceremony
@ 8 p.m.

March 28

Cancer awareness 5K/10K walk
run. Free t-shirt and
continental breakfast. Race
begins @ 7 a.m.

April 11

Pirate’s Cove Run 5K/10K.
Registation begins @ 7 a.m.,
race begins @ w8 a.m.
T-shirts awarded to top
finishers.

Freedom Chapel

Sundays

Protestant (Traditional) @ 10
a.m.

Roman Catholic Mass @ 12 p.m.

LDS service @ 2 p.m.

Eastern Orthodox @ 4 p.m.

Protestant (Contemporary) @ 12
p.m.

Mondays

A History of Christianity @
7p.m.

Tuesdays

God & the Military @ 6:30 p.m.

Wednesdays

Guitar Lessons @ 7 p.m.

Thursdays

Catholic Choir practice @ 5:30
p.m.

Fridays

Catholic hour @ 6:30 p.m.

The Norris Roundhouse

“Chuck Norris has never won an Academy Award for
acting... because he’s not acting.”




