
March 2008

Security ensured in Meullha  
Mission fosters local support, 

collects valuable intel
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NEWS BRIEFSCOALITION

Wolfhounds capture 
brigade’s 

1 high-value individual

1,000 landmines      
unearthed

FORWARD OPERATING BASE KALSU, Iraq– One 
thousand landmines were unearthed in a weapons cache 
Feb. 3.

Coalition forces and Iraqi army soldiers found a total 
of six weapons caches during the joint operation north-
east of Iskandariyah.

The operation was designed to locate weapons caches 
and deprive al-Qaeda in Iraq of their ability to attack Iraqi 
and coalition forces.

In addition to the 1,000 landmines, a substantial amount 
of munitions was found in two other caches, including 
24 57 mm rounds, nine 130 mm artillery rounds and 60 
pounds of unknown bulk explosives.

The other three caches contained lesser amounts of 
munitions and improvised explosive device-making ma-
terials. CC

CC

CC
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CAMP TAJI, Iraq – Elements of 1st Battalion, 27th 
Infantry Regiment, 2nd Stryker Brigade Combat Team 
“Warrior,” 25th Infantry Division, Multi-National Divi-
sion – Baghdad, detained the brigade’s number-one high-
value individual and his brother early Feb. 14. 

The two are suspected al Qaeda in Iraq as improvised-
explosive device facilitators and are allegedly linked to a 
fatal IED attack Jan. 29. 

“The capture of these individuals will greatly contrib-
ute to a safe and secure Iraq,” said Col. Todd McCaffrey, 
commander, 2nd SBCT.

Five others suspected of facilitating improvised-explo-
sive device activity in Taji Qada, northwest of Baghdad 
were also detained. All seven suspects are being held for 
further questioning.CC

BAGHDAD – Coalition forces capture four suspected  
al-Qaeda in Iraq leaders in the Baghdad Feb 24.

The suspects are accused of being associated with nu-
merous terrorist attacks in the Baghdad area, to include 
vehicle-borne improvised-explosive attacks, suicide 
VBIEDs and suicide vest IED attacks.

A series of recent terrorist attacks is believed to have 
been actively targeting innocent Iraqi civilians and Sons 
of Iraq.

“We are actively pursuing the criminals behind these 
indiscriminant attacks,” said Brig. Gen. Mike Milano, 
the deputy commanding general for Multi-National Di-
vision – Baghdad and the 4th Infantry Division. “Cap-
turing these four terrorists will have a significant impact 
on terrorist elements in Baghdad.  Along with our Iraqi 
security forces partners, we will continue to bring these 
criminals to justice.” 

Coalition forces 
capture

four key AQI leaders

BAGHDAD – Soldiers with Multi-National Division 
– Baghdad detained a suspected special groups criminal 
in Saab al Bour, northwest of Baghdad, Feb. 21.

Soldiers with 2nd Battalion, 14th Cavalry Regiment, 
2nd Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Divi-
sion, detained the suspect, who is accused of gathering 
weapons and storing caches in abandoned houses in Saab 
al Bour. He is also suspected in an explosively formed 
penetrator attack Jan. 3. 

The suspect is being held for questioning.
“The extension of al-Sayyid Muqtada al-Sadr’s cease-

fire pledge has re-emphasized that those who choose to 
dishonor the pledge are criminals operating outside the 
Sadr Trend,” said Lt. Col. Neil Harper, MNC-I spokes-
man. “Iraqi and coalition forces will continue to disrupt 
the networks of these criminals who target innocent Iraq-
is, and we will bring them to justice.”

MND-B Soldiers de-
tain suspected special 

groups criminal
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FORWARD OPERATING BASE DELTA, Iraq – U.S. 
military doctors began the process of repairing a potentially 
life-threatening condition for baby Noor, an 8-month-old Iraqi 
infant, Feb. 8.

Doctors from the 948th Forward Surgical Team,  Shelbyville, 
Ind., performed the first of three procedures to reverse Noor’s 
prolapsed rectum. The procedure involved manually reducing 
the swelling in the rectum and manipulating it back inside the 
body. Once the rectum returned to its normal location, the area 
around the rectum was injected with a highly concentrated 
dextrose solution. The solution causes scarring that will keep 
the rectum in its normal position, said Col. Robert Monson, 
from Provo, Utah, 948th FST commander. 

Baby Noor was born with eight inches of her rectum outside 
of her body and bladder exstrophy, a rare congenital disease in 
which the bladder opens on the abdominal wall. The condition 
occurs once in every 30,000 births. 

Surgery to repair bladder exstrophy is usually performed 
within 48 hours after birth. Separation of the pelvic bones also 
accompanies the condition and can complicate the repair. 

The prolapsed rectum had begun to lose its blood supply; if 
left untreated, the rectum could perforate, resulting in death. 
The bladder exstrophy can progress to bladder cancer, said Lt. 
Col. Paul Brisson, an Albany, N.Y., general and pediatric sur-
geon with the 948th FST. Both conditions are rare in the U.S., 
said Brisson, and the causes are unknown.

“She is healthy other than these two problems,” Brisson 
said. “Her prognosis could be excellent if we fix these prob-
lems, but if we don’t there is a good chance she will die of can-
cer or infection.”

 “We can fix the rectum here safely, but we do not have the 
resources for the bladder surgery,” Brisson said, adding he is 
trying to locate an urologist in Baghdad to repair the bladder 
exstrophy.

On the morning of her procedure, Brisson noted a change 
in the color of the rectum that he said indicated a reduction in 
blood flow to the area making the procedure urgent. 

Noor was not treated earlier because the doctors in the 
province lacked equipment to perform the surgery, said Nese-
er Jemeel, Noor’s father. Jemeel brought her to coalition forces 
because he heard they cared about children.

“It’s hard to describe how I feel and how happy I am,” he 
said about Noor receiving treatment from the military doc-
tors.

The day of her procedure both parents were a bit apprehen-
sive about the procedure.

“I have mixed feelings,” said Zainab Najy, Noor’s mother. 
“I am worried because this is my baby, but I recognize they 
have the knowledge and are capable of doing the procedure 
safely.

“This is the solution for one of two problems,” she said. “I 
will definitely be happy to 
have the problem fixed, 
but I am still worried 
about the other …I hope 
they will do something 
about her bladder.” 

Jemeel was concerned, 
but confident in the care 
Noor would receive. “I 
also worry about her be-
cause she is my baby, but 
I am sure she is in good 
hands and will be taken 
care of,” he said.

Hope for  little one 
unit begins lifesaving 

procedures on Iraqi baby

Story and photos by 
Sgt. 1st Class Stacy Niles, 214th FB PAO

Capt. Mike Mullaly, 948th Forward Surgical Team carries 
Noor into the operating room as her mother, Zainab Najy, 
looks on. 

Zainab Najy holds her daughter.



Zainab Najy holds her daughter.
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FORWARD OPERATING BASE 
KALSU, Iraq – After just six days 
of operations out of Patrol Base 
Meade, Soldiers assigned to the 2nd 
Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infan-
try Division began to see results of 
their cooperation with community 
leaders in Sayafiyah, south of Bagh-
dad, Jan 27.

During the operations, Troops 
B and C, 5th Squadron, 7th Cav-
alry Regiment, 1st Brigade Com-
bat Team, 3rd Inf. Div., established 
security in villages near the patrol 
base leaving one troop, Troop A, to 
handle security further south. 

Troop A, accompanied by Lt. Col. 
Clifford Wheeler, 5-7 Cav. Regt. 
commander, was to establish a foot-
hold in Sayafiyah, on the banks of 
the Tigris River approximately 15 
kilometers southeast of Patrol Base 
Meade. 

As the route clearance team 
marked improvised explosive de-
vices, Troop A cleared buildings 
and together made their way to the 
town, a suspected terrorist haven.  

Opening the road to Sayafiyah 
was no small feat. Residents of Say-
afiyah, who had volunteered to as-
sist coalition forces locating IEDs 
were out in front of route clearance 
vehicles, looking for tell-tale signs 
of the deadly traps.

The local volunteers came for-
ward to assist earlier in the month 
when Sayafiyah community lead-
ers met with the commander of 
2nd BCT, 3rd Inf. Div., Col. Terry 
Ferrell. In that meeting, Ferrell as-
sured Sayafiyah leaders his Soldiers 
would be conducting operations to 

establish a long term presence.
With the assurance, the regional 

leaders agreed to assist clearing 
vital roads, which would eventu-
ally be used to deliver supplies and 
equipment to troops staying in the 
city.

1st Lt. Robert Seiter, platoon lead-
er with Troop A., said that he and 
his fellow Soldiers recently came 
from an area with a completely dif-
ferent security situation. 

Seiter, a native of Fort Mitchell, 
Ky., said in the unit’s previous loca-
tion, west of Fallujah, the Soldiers 
established a rapport with neigh-
boring villagers which enabled 
troops to employ a less aggressive 
security plan.

Spc. John D. Gilga, a cavalry scout 
with Troop A and native of DuBois, 
Pa., said though he was focused on 
the mission venturing south, he was 
still nervous heading into unfamil-
iar territory.

The foot patrol was slow and de-
liberate. Along the way the Troop 
A Soldiers encountered two corrod-
ing IEDs.

While the danger of pressure 
plate IEDs remains, residents said 
that most, if not all, insurgents in 
the area had fled.

It was close to noon when Troop 
A and its commander reached their 
destination, a lively rustic farming 
community. 

To the Soldiers’ surprise, com-
munity residents and local leaders 
were on hand to greet them. 

Wheeler and the leaders spoke at 
length on issues facing the region 
and the future of Coalition Forces 
in the area.

Wheeler was able to secure a 
building for Troop A’s observation 
post and the residents were assured 
that a son of Iraq group would be 
established.

As night fell, a crowd of local res-
idents gathered to watch their new 
neighbors dismantle the front gate 
of their new post. 

Regiment watches 
community transform

Story and photos by  
Sgt. Luis Delgadillo, 

2nd BCT, 3rd Inf. Div. PAO

Soldiers of Troop A, 5-7th Cav. Reg., kneel during a security halt as they walk to 
a nearby town southeast of Patrol Base Meade Jan. 27. 

An Iraqi man prepares a meal during a 
meeting between Soldiers and commu-
nity leaders in Sayafiyah.
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FORWARD OPERAT-
ING BASE KALSU, Iraq 
– The distinctive sounds 
of four Black Hawks echo 
as sand and dust swirl 
around the aircraft. U.S. 
Soldiers and Iraqi police 
scramble across the once-
empty lot and secure a 
seat inside the chopper. 
Minutes later, as the sand 
and dust begin to settle, 
the Black Hawks are off; 
destination – the Meullha 
area of Iraq.

More than 60 Soldiers 
from Company D, 2nd 
Battalion, 502nd Infantry 
Regiment, teamed up with 
a squad of Iraqi police, 
who work in the unit’s 
area of operation, and 

conducted a raid Feb. 16 in 
Meullha.

The purpose of Opera-
tion Dodge City was to de-
tain a specific al-Qaeda in 
Iraq cell leader along with 
other members in his cell, 
who happened to be his 
brothers and cousins. The 
unit previously conducted 
three raids and a couple 
of clearance operations in 
that specific area, but no 
males were there.

This time, the unit was 
hoping to have the ele-
ment of surprise on the 
high value target and 
AQI cell members, which 
is why air assets were 
brought in to support the 
raid, said 1st Lt. Stephan 
Yen, 1st Platoon leader, 
Company D. 

In addition to the coali-
tion forces and the IPs, 
some local residents from 
the area went along to give 

the unit information and 
show them where some 
of the cell’s hiding places 
were.

“They have different 

hiding places they use 
throughout the fields, ca-
nals and even around their 
own houses,” said Yen.

Although the AQI cell 

Air assault opens door to more info 

Story and photos by 
Sgt.1st Class      

 Tami Hillis, 4th BCT, 
3rd Inf. Div. PAO

Soldiers from 2nd Platoon, Company D, 2nd Battalion, 502nd Infantry Regiment, run to a Black Hawk during Operation Dodge City, an air assault raid Feb. 16 in the Meullha area of Iraq. During the operation, Soldiers captured one detainee.

Aircraft from 4th Battalion, 3rd Aviation Regiment, partici-
pate in Operation Iron Boston Jan. 27 in Iraq.
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leader wasn’t there, the 
unit did detain one male 
and recovered various ob-
jects of intelligence value.

“We found some al-
Qaeda propaganda, IDs, 
paperwork, cell phones 
and a secret room,” said 
Capt. Kaiwan Walker, 
from Detroit, Company D 
commander.

The one suspect who 
was detained had three 
draft intelligence reports 
on him, meaning an in-
formant or another source 
had gone in and filed a 
case against the local na-
tional; a DIR is like a war-
rant in the United States.

“I feel the outcome of 
the mission was a com-
plete success,” Walker 
said. “Even though we 
didn’t actually seize the 
HVT, I think the subse-
quent success will come 
from the forensics that we 

did on the objective.”
Additionally, Walker 

said the raid in Meullha 
showed that coalition 
forces are willing to go 
in and do these kinds of 
operations, not just with 
Humvees but by air as 
well. 

“This was our first 
opportunity to do an 
air assault within the 
Meullha area and I think 
this will show the people 
that we are dedicated to 

the security of that area,” 
Walker said. “We went 
in there with the IPs and 
that shows the local people 
that we’re working hand-
in-hand with them. It 
shows that we’re willing 
to go after AQI cells in the 
Meullha area and we’re 
dedicated to ridding the 
area of al-Qaeda in Iraq.”

The unit is also hop-
ing the show of force will 
bring more credible infor-
mation from informants.

 “Right now even 
though the people in the 
Meullha area are work-
ing with us, I think a lot 
of people are reluctant to 
actually give credible in-
formation because they’re 
scared of this particular 
family,” Walker said. “By 
us showing we’re willing 
to go in and try to seize 
these individuals I think 
that will open the door for 
more informants to come 
forward.”

Air assault opens door to more info 

Soldiers from 2nd Platoon, Company D, 2nd Battalion, 502nd Infantry Regiment, run to a Black Hawk during Operation Dodge City, an air assault raid Feb. 16 in the Meullha area of Iraq. During the operation, Soldiers captured one detainee.

Spc. Goodwin Dan-
iel and Spc. James 
Berry, from Com-
pany D, 2nd Bat-
talion, 502nd In-
fantry Regiment, 
escort Iraqi wom-
en and children 
from one house to 
another. Feb. 16 
in Meullha, Iraq.
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Freedom
’s Focal Point
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A CH-46 E Phrog, from Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 268 (HMM-268) flies over 
the skies of Al Taqqadum on February 24, 2008. HMM-268 is deployed with Multi Na-
tional Force - West in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom in the Al Anbar province 
of Iraq to develop Iraqi security forces, facilitate the development of official rule of 
law through democratic reforms, and continue the development of a market based 
economy centered on Iraqi reconstruction. (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl Jason 
W. Fudge)
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Iraqi army soldiers lead the way 
along with U.S. Soldiers from 2nd 
Battalion, 12th Artillery Regiment 
during Operation Fierce Thrasher, 
a mission aimed at returning dis-
placed Iraqis to their homes. Burah, 
Diyala Province, Iraq, Feb. 13.(U.
S. Navy photo by Petty Officer 1st 
Class Sean Mulligan)

U.S. Army Capt. Rich Thompson 
(right), Commander of Baker Com-
pany, 1st Battalion, 15th Infantry 
Regiment, 3rd Heavy Brigade Combat 
Team, 3rd Infantry Division, scans for 
enemy personnel as 1st Lt. Ivan Eno 
(left) radios in a situation report while 
searching a field for hidden weapons 
caches near a village southeast of 
Salman Pak, Iraq, Feb. 15. The village 
is known to have recently been oc-
cupied by al-Qaeda members.  (U.S. 
Army photo by Sgt. Timothy Kings-
ton)



Freedom
’s Focal Point
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Three 
U.S. Army 
Soldiers from 
Alpha Company 
climb a stairway leading 
to the roof while searching a 
house used as a suspected Al-Qae-
da strong hold while conducting a joint 
clearing operation with local Abna’a Al Iraq 
(Sons of Iraq) through a group of small villages, 
south of Salman Pak, Iraq, Feb. 16. Alpha Company Sol-
diers are from 1st Battalion, 15th Infantry Regiment, 3rd 
Heavy Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division. (U.S. Army 
photo by Sgt. Timothy Kingston)

U . S . 
Army Soldiers 

from A Company take a 
knee and scan for enemy 

personnel while waiting to 
conduct a joint clearing op-

eration with local Abna’a Al Iraq 
through a group of small villages, 

Feb. 16.  (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. 
Timothy Kingston)

Corporal Anthony J. Morales, 
1st Battalion, 7th Marine 
Regiment, stands guard with 
members of the Iraqi army at 
a ceremony where Marines 
will transfer authority to the 
Iraqi security forces in Hit, 
Iraq, on February 14.
(U.S. Marine Corps photo by 
Corporal Seth Maggard)
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U.S. Army Spc. Brad Cook, an infantryman from C 
Company, 1st Battalion, 27th Infantry Regiment 
Wolfhounds,” 2nd Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 
Warrior, 25th Infantry Division, provides security 
during a mission through Taji market, Iraq on Feb. 8. 
(U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. William Greer)

U.S. Army Spc. Ca-
nales and Sgt. Can-
ada, 3rd Platoon, 
C Company, 1st 
Battalion, 504th 
Parachute Infantry 
Regiment, provide 
security during a 
patrol of Rusafa, 
Baghdad, Iraq, 
Feb. 17. (U.S. Air 
Force photo by 
Staff Sgt. Jason 
T. Bailey)

Coalition Forces along with Iraqi po-
lice clear and patrol the town of As-
wad in the Diyala Province, Iraq, Feb. 
19. (U.S. Navy photo by Petty Officer 
1st Class Sean Mulligan)
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Two V-22 Ospreys from Marine Medium Tilt-Rotor Squadron 263 (VMM-
263) taxi on the flight line at Al Asad, Iraq January 31.  VMM-263 is de-
ployed as a part of Multi National Forces-West in support of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom in the Al Anbar province of Iraq to develop Iraqi Secu-
rity Forces, facilitate the development of official rule of law through 
democratic reforms, and continue the development of a market based 
economy centered on Iraqi reconstruction. (U.S Marine photo by Lance 
Corporal Kelly R. Chase)

U.S. Army Spc. Hospedales shares his last piece of candy 
with a little Iraqi girl who’s father was killed by Al Qaeda 
Insurgents last year in Muqdadiyah, Iraq on Feb. 7. The 
Soldier is from B Company, 2d Battalion, 23rd Infantry Reg-
iment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division. 
(U.S. Army photo by Spc. Shawn M. Cassatt)
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FORWARD OPERATING BASE 
DELTA, Iraq – The soldiers of the 
El Salvadorian army wrote a song – 
one about the changing of uniforms 
from woodland to desert camou-
flage upon deploying and becom-
ing a part of the esteemed, 280-man 
Cuscatlán Battalion.

On Feb. 22, the newest group of 
soldiers to be in the battalion had 
that opportunity when they took the 
lead as the 10th rotation, Cuscatlán 
Battalion, during a transfer of au-
thority ceremony at Forward Oper-
ating Base Delta.  

The outgoing ninth rotation 
served sixth months in the Al Kut 
area in which FOB Delta is located.  
The soldiers completed numerous 
civil projects during their time here, 
and that didn’t go without notice, 
said Brig. Gen. Edward Cardon, 
deputy commander, Multi-National 
Division – Center.

“You continued the building of 
and completed 25 civic-action proj-
ects,” he said.  “You’ve distributed 
more than 700 tons of humanitarian 

items, built schools and clinics, and 
the list goes on.  You are true team 
players in this truly national base.”

As Cardon noted the accomplish-
ments of the ninth rotation, incom-
ing commander Col. Walter Mau-
ricio Arevalo Gavidia did likewise, 
noting that his rotation will continue 
the work .

“We extend our respect and admi-
ration to each member of the ninth 
rotation,” Gavidia said.  

“We know we have many chal-
lenges here,” he continued.  “We 
know that there are many families 
in many different countries wishing 
that every one of their loved ones 
will do their best for this noble cause; 
for our common objectives to gain a 
better life for the Iraqi people.”

The battalion is comprised of four 
companies, its soldiers hand picked 
from the El Salvadorian army.  In-
fantry, engineer, combat service 
support and special forces soldiers 
round out the unit.  All of whom 
take great honor in serving in the 
battalion.

“We take great pride in com-
ing to Iraq and serving in the Cus-
catlán Battalion,” said Tech. Spec. 
2nd Class Julio Eduardo Castro, the 
ninth rotation’s interpreter.

Being in Iraq hasn’t been without 
peril though.  The unit has lost five 
soldiers to combat, with several se-
riously wounded. This will also be 
the second or third deployment for 
several of the unit’s soldiers, Castro 
said.

As the ninth rotation soldiers re-
deploy to their parent units, they 
leave knowing they will always be 
able to wear the Cuscatlán Battalion 
unit patch on their uniforms as a 
badge of honor, Castro said.

They did their best, said outgoing 
commander, Col. Jose Atilio Benitez 
Parada, and upheld the creed in 
which they live by.

“We live by the creed that the Sal-
vadorian soldier is a warrior who 
doesn’t take out his sword without 
a reason, nor does he put it away 
without honor,” Parada said.  “For 
all you soldiers of the Cuscatlán Bat-
talion, ninth rotation, my recogni-
tion, congratulations and thankful-
ness for carrying out an excellent job 
helping the Iraqi people.”

Since coming to Iraq, the battalion 
has completed 277 civil projects, for 
a sum of $25.6 million in financial 
aid.  They have helped more than 
seven million people in different 
provinces to date, Parada said. 

Regiment works to erode 
insurgent resources

El Savador’s Cuscatlán Battalion welcomes 
its newest rotation

Photos and  story by 
Sgt. Jeremy D. Crisp

MNC-I PAO

The El Salvadorian soldiers of the Cuscatlán Battalion, 10th rotation, stand at parade rest during the unit’s transfer of 
authority ceremony Feb. 22 at Forward Operating Base Delta
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FORWARD OPERATING BASE KALSU, Iraq – Near-
ing the end of their 15-month tour, Soldiers from Troop C, 
5th Squadron, 7th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat 
Team, 3rd Infantry Division continue to conduct patrols 
providing security to residents of Al Sur Village and the 
surrounding area.

The Crazy Horse Troopers have denied insurgent forc-
es access to weapons, ammunition and explosives that 
target both Soldiers and civilians.

Prior to the arrival of the 5-7 Cav. Regt., Al Sur village 
was an insurgent safe haven. Extremist forces operated 
freely in the area, with multiple bed-down locations and 
numerous cache sites.

Both have drastically decreased due to the efforts of 
Soldiers working with local residents.

Local sources, recruited by tactical human intelligence 
teams, recently led Coalition Forces to known insurgent 
cache sites. The sites, located in orange and date palm 
orchards, contained multiple munitions and components 
for improvised explosive devices. Weapons found in-
cluded several pipe bombs, AK-47s and ammunition, nu-
merous rocket-propelled grenade rounds and launchers. 

Two patrol explosives detection dog teams worked 
with the platoon to assist with the operation.

“The use of dog teams, in conjunction with local na-
tional informants, has allowed our Soldiers to find a 
number of large caches,” said Capt. Melvin Lowe, Troop 
C commander, from Pittsburgh, Pa. “The capture of these 
munitions will greatly degrade the enemy’s ability to 
conduct operations against us.”

Members of Troop C, 5th Squadron, 7th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, work with dog 
teams to find weapon caches in Al Sur.

Regiment works to erode 
insurgent resources

BAGHDAD – Spc. Ahmed Ahmed, a na-
tive of Buffalo, N.Y., who serves as an  
Army interpreter with Headquarters 
Headquarters Company, 4th Infan-
try Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infan-
try Division, Multi-National Division 
– Baghdad, is swarmed by children 
on 60th Street in southern Baghdad 
while Christopher Prentiss, the British 
Ambassador to Iraq, toured southern 
Baghdad – Iraq Feb. 7
U.S. Army photo by Cpl. Ben Washburn, 
4th BCT PAO, 1st Inf. Div., MND-B

2nd BCT, 3rd Inf. Div. PAO
5-7th Cav. Regt. UPAR

Swarm
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CAMP VICTORY, Iraq – The third 
contingent of Royal Tongan Marines 
to deploy to Iraq took security con-
trol of the 46,000 square-foot Al-Faw 
Palace here during a transfer of au-
thority ceremony Feb. 28. 

The 55-man contingent is replac-
ing an equal number of their coun-
terparts from Tonga and will be 
responsible for the internal and ex-
ternal security of the palace and its 
members.

“You should all be proud of your 
selfless service,” said U.S. Marine 
Corps Maj. Gen. George J. Flynn, 
deputy commander, Multi-National 
Corps – Iraq, as he addressed the 
departing second contingent during 
the ceremony at Al-Faw Palace. “You 
have truly set a standard of perfor-
mance, professionalism and soldierly 

virtue for others to emulate.”
The ceremony was conducted 

in typical military fashion, marked 
with the atypical,  choir-like sing-
ing of the Tongans as they belted 
“Amazing Grace,” which gave gath-
ered soldiers the chills, according to 
some at the ceremony.  

The second Tongan contingent 
set a standard by singing at vari-
ous MNC-I ceremonies during its 
tour here, and the third contingent 
proved to be just as harmonious as 
the Marines sang along side their 
brothers-in-arms for the occasion

Taking all this in on a special trip 
to witness and speak at the event was 
one of Tonga’s senior-most ranking 
commanders, Brig. Gen. Tau’Aika 
‘Uta’atu, commander of the Tongan 
Defense Services.

‘Uta’atu thanked the second con-
tingent Marines for their hard work 
and professionalism during their 
tour, while also showing his appre-
ciation to the American command-

ers.
“I personally thank the command-

er, officers and men of the second 
contingent  for a job well done,” he 
said. 

“And thanks to all of you [the co-
alition] for the trust you bestow my 
officers and men as they conduct this 
very challenging, satisfying and most 
prestigious of jobs,” ‘Uta’atu contin-
ued. “The Tongan Defense Services 
is very privileged to have such a 
strong and firm ally and friend like 
America, with military leaders that 
are tough and at the same time gen-
erous; defined by wit and determi-
nation.”

He concluded by saying that the 
third contingent “comes armed to 
write another page in the history of 
the Tongan Defense Services.”

Following the speeches and bene-
diction was the highlight of the cer-
emony as the Tongans performed a 
traditional war challenge known as 
Sipitau.

MNC-I welcomes Royal Tongan 
Marines’ third contingent to Iraq 

The Tongan Marines of the old guard (second contingent) perform the ritual of Sipitau – in which they challenge the new 
guard (third contingent) on their readiness to fulfill their duties – during the unit’s transfer of authority ceremony

Photos and story by 
Sgt. Jeremy D. Crisp

MNC-I PAO



 Sipitau is a Polynesian warrior’s ritual performed 
before battle, proclaiming their strength and prowess in 
order to intimidate the opposition.

The challenge consisted of guttural yelling, beating of 
chests and stomping of the ground.  Some of those in the 
palace which weren’t attending the ceremony quickly 
came out of cubicles and offices to see what was going 
on.  

The old guard performed the ritual first, challenging 
the new guards on their readiness.  The new guards re-
turned the challenge, showing the old guards that the  
Tongan forces are always ready to accept any duty.  

These challenges concluded the ceremony, as Tongans 
from both sides laughed and embraced each other.

“We are very proud to be here as ambassadors to Tonga 
and act as good representatives for our defense forces,” 
said 2nd Lt. Kiu Kaho of the third contingent.

Approximately one-fifth of Tonga’s military might was 
represented at the ceremony.  

The first Tongan contingent to Iraq deployed in June of 
2004 to support operations in Iraq’s Al-Anbar Province.

The Tongan Marines of the new guard (third contingent) re-
turn the challenge of Sipitau to the old guard (second con-
tingent) – letting them know they are ready to take on their 
duties – during the unit’s transfer of authority ceremony.

2nd Lt. Kiu Kaho (left), Royal Tongan Marines third contin-
gent, takes the unit colors from 1st Lt. Mosese Vakasiuola, 
Royal Tongan Marines second contingent, during the unit’s 
transfer of authority ceremony at the Al-Faw Palace, Camp 
Victory, Iraq.  Vakasiuola said of being a Marine, “you live 
it, and you love it.”

Tongan Marine Cpl. Nafetalai Siolaa of the outgoing second 
Tongan contingent stands at parade rest during his coun-
try’s transfer of authority ceremony

Capt. Tau Ahoelei, commander, Royal Tongan Marines sec-
ond contingent, renders a salute during the Royal Tongan 
Marines Transfer of Authority Ceremony
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CAMP STRIKER, Iraq – Rath-
er than moving Soldiers on the 
ground through difficult terrain 
sometimes littered with impro-
vised explosive devices, many in-
fantry units in the rural areas south 
of Baghdad opt to use helicopters 
to reach their targets.

“Air assaults extend the abilities of 
the ground units,” said Capt. Joshua 
Karkalik, commander of Company B, 
4th Battalion, 3rd Aviation Regiment. 
“A lot of times the purpose of an air 
assault is the element of surprise, or 
the target is not reachable by ground 
either because of the terrain or be-
cause of IEDs,” Karkalik said. 

When the call comes for these air 
assaults, the Black Hawks of 4-3 Avn. 
Regt. take the lead role in transport-

ing the troops to their destinations, 
but getting Soldiers from Point A to 
Point B is a complicated process.

The ground troop commander 
prepares the mission, decides what 
targets to hit and then works with 
his aviation representative to cre-
ate an initial concept of the opera-
tion where they lay out what they 
want, how many people they are 
trying to move and where they are 
trying to go. 

The first meeting with the avia-
tors is called the “aviation mission 
coordination meeting.” During this 

Air assaults  

Story and Photos by
Pfc. Monica K. Smith
3rd Combat Aviation 

Brigade

providing security,   
collecting intel
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Since deploying to Iraq, 4-3 Avn. Regt. has conducted 
more than 160 air assaults with Company B. The sheer 
numbers mean they’ve gained experiences they can ap-
ply to other missions. 

“With the experience we learned out there with oth-
er units, we are able to apply them to new missions,” 
Karkalik said. “The ground units have come to expect 
(aviators) to provide input on the aviation side such as 
with landing heading and which way they should exit 
the aircraft.”

The aviators’ expertise helps the infantry Soldiers take 
their enemies unaware.

“It gives the ground troops the element of surprise. 
It doesn’t give the enemy a chance to run because we’re 
there and they have nowhere to go,” said Spc. Rolando 
Rodriguez, Company A, 4-3 Avn. Regt., from Barstow, 
Calif. 

They’re being blocked off to the north and south 
and we have Lighthorse (Kiowa Warriors from 
3rd Squadron, 17th Cavalry Regiment), and Vipers 
(Apaches from 1st Battalion, 3rd Aviation Regiment) 
keeping watch overhead. We’re there and we’re 
quick; there’s nothing really to it,” Rodriguez said.

Despite the hard work involved, many aviators say air 
assaults are the most enjoyable of their missions.

  “(Air assaults) might get tough but you never get 
bored,” said Chief Warrant Officer Joel Fonseca, Co. B, 
4-3 Avn. Regt., from Salem, Mo. 

“Everything happens quickly and the missions are so 
different you are always doing something new… and it’s 
not as mundane as VIP missions,” Fonseca said. 

Gunter says he enjoys air assaults because of the direct 
impact they make on the enemy.

“They know that at any given night we can land in 
their backyard and snatch them,” he said. “It’s got to be a 
humbling experience to be ‘Mr. Big and Bad’ and then it 
changes really fast.”

meeting, aviators look at the ground commander’s intent 
and try to create an arrangement that would facilitate his 
plan. 

With a plan in place, the aviators present it to the 
ground commander during an air mission brief. 

“This is the ‘good idea’ cutoff point,” said Chief War-
rant Officer Joshua Gunter, Co. B, 4-3 Avn. Regt., from 
River Fall, Ala. “This is where we tell the ground units, 
‘This is what the aviation unit can give you,’ and we fi-
nalize the plans,” he said.

Finally there is an air crew brief, a detailed brief de-
scribing all events and actions down to the second, in-
cluding show times, landing times and even who calls 
for refueling when the aircraft return. 

“We get detailed because air assaults are the most dif-
ficult,” said Karkalik, a Jasper, Ind., native. 

“There are so many variables included. Everything 
can change. There are a lot of elements, a lot of moving 
pieces. What seems to be a simple mission can become 
complex,” Karkalik said. 

A conditions check is performed on the night of the 
mission which includes weather reports and a preflight 
inspection of the aircraft and equipment. The infantry 
unit is picked up, and an operations and intelligence re-
port is conducted to keep all Soldiers, both aviation and 
infantry, on the same page.

“Sometimes the information is three or four days old 
and we need a refresher to make sure we all have the 
same information based off the current and correct de-
tails,” Karkalik said. 

During the mission each person has an assigned job. 
The flight leaders get the Soldiers to the target on time, 
while the air mission commander looks at the big picture 
and makes decisions in case of contingencies. 

“With multiple aircraft trying to land and take off in 
one area, it can be very difficult,” said Karkalik. “That is, 
unless you’re Bravo Company.”

Soldiers load 
an Aircraft from 
4th Battalion, 
3rd AviationRegi-
ment, participate 
in Operation Iron 
Boston Jan. 27 in 
Iraq
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Infantry regiment hunts for caches

Pfc. David Deshotel, from Oakdale, La., an infantryman in 3rd pla-
toon, Company D, 1st Battalion, 15th Regiment, provides security 
while his fellow Soldiers search a house in Jisr Diyala.

Infantrymen in 3rd platoon, Company 
D, 1st Battalion, 15th Regiment, pre-
pare to breach a gate during a search 
for weapon caches.

Photos by Spc. Ben Hutto,
 3rd HBCT, 3rd Inf. Div. PAO



Infantry regiment hunts for caches

Infantrymen in 3rd platoon, Company D, 1st Battalion, 15th Regiment, search 
through rusted scrap metal and old engine parts for insurgent weapon caches 
during a search operation in Jisr Diyala, Iraq, Feb. 9.

Sgt. Christopher Morro, from Queens, N.Y., 
3rd platoon, Company D, 1st Battalion, 15th 
Infantry Regiment, search a warehouse for 
weapon caches during an operation in Jisr Di-
yala, Iraq,

Spc. Jimmy Fincher, from Dadeville, Ala., an infantry-
man in 3rd platoon, Company D, 1st Battalion, 15th 
Infantry Regiment, searches for caches under sheet 
metal at an abandoned warehouse 
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FORWARD OPERAT-
ING BASE KALSU, Iraq 
– A local citizen led Coali-
tion forces conducting a 
foot patrol near the village 
of Minori in southern Arab 
Jabour to a massive weap-
ons cache Feb. 8.

 The cache, recov-
ered by Soldiers from Troop 
B, 5th Squadron, 7th Cav-
alry Regiment, 1st Brigade 
Combat Team, 3rd Infantry 
Division, consisted of 59 
rocket-propelled grenades, 
eight rockets, 128 propel-
lant charges, 32 ammuni-
tion canisters with a variety 
of rounds and five 57 mm 
mortar illumination rounds. 

First Lt. Levi Lenon said 
Coalition forces are work-
ing with citizens to make 
the community safe and 
secure. 

Spc. Kevin Sands, from 
Irrigon, Ore., said results 
are beginning to show. 
“Hard work pays off; this 
is a big find for us,” Sands 

Troop B, 5th Squadron, 7th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division discovered a large cache 
while on patrol near Minori Village in southern Arab Jabour Feb. 8. (Courtesy photo)

Story and Photos
courtesy of  2nd 

BCT, 3rd Inf.Div. PAO
5-7th Cav. Regt. 

said.
The 5-7th Cav. Regt. 

is conducting operations 
under 2nd BCT, 3rd Inf. 
Div. during Operation 
Marne Thunderbolt, which 
began in early January and 
is aimed at disrupting al-
Qaeda in Iraq activity in the 
area.

large cache discovered while 
on patrol near Minori Village in 
southern Arab Jabour Feb. 8. 

Pvt. Jose Nunez, from Ft. 
Myers, Fla., Troop B, carries 
munitions from the site. 

Staff Sgt. Jason Gamble, from Mobile, Ala., Troop B, 
removes a rocket-propelled grenade from a cache site

Large cache discovered

22



In Memoriam
Names of coalition service members who died while serving in 

Operation Iraqi Freedom between January 16 and  March 15, 2008

January 16, 2008
Spc. John P. Sigsbee
1/32 Cav., 1st Bde., 

101st Abn. Div.
Pfc. David H. Sharrett II

1 /32 Cav., 1st Bde., 
101st Abn. Div.

Pfc. Danny L. Kimme
1/32 Cav., 1st Bde., 

101st Abn. Div.

January 19, 2007
Staff Sgt. Justin R. Whiting

3rd Bn., 5th S.F. Group
Spc. Jon M. Schoolcraft III
1/27th Inf. Reg., 2nd Bde.,
Lance Cpl. James M. Gluff

1st Bat. 8th Marine Reg., 2nd
 Marine Div.

Spc. Richard B. Burress
1/30th Inf. Reg., 3rd Inf. Div.

January 22, 2008
Sgt. Michael R. Sturdivant

431st Civil Affairs Bat.

January 25, 2008
Pfc. Duncan Charles Crookston

2/16th Inf. Reg., 1st Inf. Div.
Sgt. Tracy R. Birkman

626th BSB,  101st Abn. Div.

January 26, 2008
Staff Sgt. Robert J. Wilson

1/502nd Inf. Reg., 101st Abn. Div.

January 27, 2008
Maj. Alan G. Rogers

MTT, 1st Bde., 1st Inf. Div.
Sgt. Mikeal W. Miller

3/61 Cav. Reg., 2nd Inf. Div.

January 28, 2008
Pvt. Joshua A. R. Young

1/8 Inf. Reg., 4th Inf. Div.
Pfc. Brandon A. Meyer

1/8 Inf. Reg., 4th Inf. Div.
Spc. Evan A. Marshall

1/8 Inf. Reg., 4th Inf. Div.
Staff Sgt. Gary W. Jeffries
1/8 Inf. Reg., 4th Inf. Div.

Sgt. James E. Craig
1/8 Inf. Reg., 4th Inf. Div.

January 31, 2008
Spc. Matthew F. Straughter

1138th Eng. Co., 35th Eng. Bde., 
Missouri National Guard

1st Lt. David E. Schultz
3/73 Cav. Reg., 82nd Abn Div.

Cpt. Michael A. Norman
MTT 1st Bde., 1st Inf. Div.

February 2, 2008.
Staff Sgt. Chad A. Barrett

64BSB, 4th Inf. Div.

February 4, 2008
Spc. Christopher J. West

1/73 Cav. Reg., 82nd Abn. Div.
Chief Petty Officer Michael E. Koch

East Coast-based SEAL team     

February 4, 2008
Chief Petty Officer Nathan Hardy

East Coast-based SEAL team

February 5, 2008
Sgt. Timothy R. Van Orman 
2/22 Inf. Reg., 10th Mtn. Div.

Sgt. John C. Osmolski 
2nd BST Bat., 82nd Abn Div.

Spc. Miguel A. Baez
2nd BST Bat., 82nd Abn Div.

February 6, 2008
Sgt. Bradley J. Skelton

1138th Eng. Co., 35th Eng. Bde, Mis-
souri Army National Guard

February 7, 2008
Petty Officer 1st Class Luis A.

 Souffront, Navy SEAL

February 8, 2008
Sgt. Gary D. Willett 20th Eng. Bn., 

1/21 Inf. Reg., 25th Inf. Div.
Staff Sgt. Jerald A. Whisenhunt

1/21 Inf. Reg., 25th Inf. Div.
Pfc. Jack T. Sweet

2/22 Inf. Reg., 10th Mtn. Div.
Sgt. Timothy P. Martin

2/22 Inf. Reg., 10th Mtn. Div.
Spc. Michael T. Manibog

1/21st Inf.Reg., 25th Inf. Div.

February 10, 2008
Sgt. Corey E. Spates 

2/3rd Armored Cav. Reg.

February 11, 2008
Staff Sgt. Javares J. Washington

6th Bat., 101st Avn. Reg. 

Greater 
love hath 

no man than 
this: that 
a man lay 
down his 

life for his 
friends.

John 15:13



“Let your plans be dark 
and as impenetratable 
as night, and when you 
move, fall like a 
thunderbolt.” 
Sun Tzu


