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Cpl. Billy McCoy, with 
Company D, 2nd Battal-
ion, 4 Infantry Regiment, 
10th Mountain Division, 
launches an RQ-11B Ra-
ven at Joint Security Sta-
tion Joura, Baghdad, Aug. 
25.  The Raven is a small 
unmanned aerial system 
which provides intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnais-
sance. (Photo by Navy Pet-
ty Offi cer 2nd Class Joan E. 
Kretschmer.)
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Since the Vietnam War, 
the CH-47 Chinook Cargo 
Helicopter has provided 
troops on the ground 
with vital supplies 
necessary for sustaining 
combat operations all 
over the world.
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New CH-47 Chinook
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Combat tested, aviator approved

Story, photos by Army Sgt. 
Jason Dangel

Combat Aviation Brigade 
PAO, 4th Inf. Div., MND-B
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n today’s 
battlefi eld, 
the aviation 
logistics 

mission hasn’t changed; 
however, with the 
integration of the newest 
version of the dependable 
aircraft, the CH-47F 
Chinook Improved Cargo 
Helicopter, missions 
are being successfully 
completed faster and more 
effi ciently than ever before.

Upon deploying 
from Fort Hood, Texas, 
approximately two months 
ago, the Combat Aviation 
Brigade, 4th Infantry 
Division, Multi-National 
Division – Baghdad, 
became the fi rst aviation 
unit in the Army to bring 

O the upgraded cargo 
helicopter into combat and 
has since reported great 
success as they continue to 
provide logistical support 
to ground forces operating 
all over Iraq.

“It’s a challenge to be 
the fi rst ones out here 
with it (CH-47F), and 
we’re still learning a lot 
of its capabilities and still 
developing how we are 
using the aircraft,” said 
Chief Warrant Offi cer 2 
Randolph Hay, a pilot with 
2nd Battalion, 4th Aviation 
Regiment, CAB, who is 
from Seattle.

“As far as its enhanced 
capabilities, it gives us 
great situational awareness 
of where we’re at and 

makes our jobs a lot easier. 
It really enhances our 
performance and so far it 
has been great,” he said.

The CH-47F is a 
remanufactured version 
of the 20-year-old D 
model, featuring new 
4,868 horsepower engines 
that enable the aircraft to 
reach speed in excess of 
175 mph and reach fl ying 
altitudes up to 20,000 feet, 
depending on the load.

Other enhancements 
include a newly designed 
digital crew station to 
include a digital map, glass 
cockpit and enhanced 
communications and 
navigation equipment.  

Despite being the 
primary asset for MND-

Chief Warrant Offi cer 2 Jeremy Vance, a native 
of Muncie, Ind., who is a CH-47F Chinook Improved 
Cargo Helicopter pilot with Company B, 2nd Battalion, 
4th Aviation Regiment, Combat Aviation Brigade, 4th 
Infantry Division, Multi-National Division – Baghdad, 
looks over his fl ight checklist prior to departing from 
Camp Taji, Iraq for a late night mission Aug. 20.
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B’s airspace, the CAB’s 
2nd Bn., 4th Avn. Regt.’s 
logistical support mission 
isn’t limited to the greater 
Baghdad area of operations 
and, in fact, encompasses 
virtually the entire country. 

During any given six-
hour mission, it isn’t 
uncommon to see the 
Chinook crews dropping 
off supplies throughout the 
Iraq theater of operations. 

“We provide a service 
you can’t get anywhere 
else,” said Spc. Josh Miller, 
a crew chief with Co. B, 
who is from San Antonio. 
“In a heavy lift capacity, 
we can move more 
cargo, more effi ciently 
and a lot safer than it 
takes to ground haul the 

equipment. There are 
small forward operating 
bases and contingency 
operating bases out there 
that need small parts, 
pieces and whatever we 
can take them, and it is our 
responsibility to get them 
what they need.”

Miller, who is now on 
his second deployment 
in support of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom, said 
despite the improved 
security situation in Iraq, 
his battalion continues 
to provide about the 
same amount of general 
aviation support that they 

were tasked with in 2006. 
The primary difference 
between past and present 
is that the current missions 
are easier on both the crew 
and pilots.

“The biggest difference 
with the aircraft is the 
avionics,” Miller said. 
“Once the pilots are 
trained and profi cient, it 
takes a lot of the mission 
planning and simplifi es 
it. Essentially, the entire 
aircraft has been upgraded 
to incorporate the newest 
digital systems, and 
because of these systems, 
the management of our 

missions is incredibly 
easy.” 

Only time will tell 
of how successful the 
aircraft’s fi rst taste 
of combat will be as 
the CAB continues to 
provide aviation logistical 
support to the hundreds 
of thousands of Soldiers 
and their coalition forces 
partners serving in Iraq.

“Our mission is to move 
people and cargo from 
one place to another,” said 
Hays. “This encompasses 
the movement of coalition 
troops, resupplying various 
forward operating bases 
– just about anything the 
Soldiers need, we will 
bring to them.”

Our mission hasn’t 
changed,” he added. “We 
are still pushing cargo to 
the troops on the ground, 
and as long as we’re here, 
we will continue to do so.”

Passengers on a CH-47F Chinook Improved Cargo Helicopter take their seats and prepare to 
take off from Baghdad International Airport Aug. 20. The Combat Aviation Brigade, 4th Infantry Divi-
sion, Multi-National Division – Baghdad, is the primary aviation asset for the Baghdad area of opera-
tions and carries passengers as well as cargo to destinations throughout the country.
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– just about anything the 
Soldiers need, we will 
bring to them.”

Our mission hasn’t 
changed,” he added. “We 
are still pushing cargo to 
the troops on the ground, 
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changed,” he added. “We 
are still pushing cargo to 
the troops on the ground, 
and as long as we’re here, 
we will continue to do so.”

The CH-47A Chinook entered 
service in Vietnam with the 

U.S. Army’s 1st Cavalry Division 
in late 1965.
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FORWARD OPERATING BASE 
RUSTAMIYAH, Iraq – An estimated 
2,250 Iraqi citizens witnessed a step 
toward a return to normalcy as local 
offi cials reopened Jadriya Lake Park 
in the Karadah District of eastern 
Baghdad, Aug. 22. 

Government offi cials, security    
force  leaders, contractors and  Soldiers 
who all worked together to restore 
the lake and surrounding grounds 
joined the people in celebrating the 
successful lake reopening.

Karadah District Council 
Chairman, Dr. Mohammed Al Rubeiy, 
other council members and local 
leaders organized and conducted the 
reopening of Jadriya Lake Park. They 
planned the event to coordinate with 
a “Karadah Day” celebration, which 
infused food and activities, including 
art displays, emergency-responder 
demonstrations, a fun run, swimming 
and riding Jet Skis. 

The Jadriya Lake Park grounds 
encompass approximately 400,000 
square meters, and the lake itself is 

Refurbished Jadriya Lake Park reopens in Karadah

about 300,000 square meters – more 
than one-tenth of a mile around, 
explained Capt. Sean O’Brien, the 
effects coordinator for 5th Battalion, 
25th Field Artillery, 4th Brigade 
Combat Team, 10th Mountain 
Division, Multi-National Division – 
Baghdad.

Originally, the lake opened in 
January 2003, said O’Brien, 

“It is a very large water park,” 
said Sgt. 1st Class Raymond 
Allen, a noncommissioned offi cer 
assigned to the 5th Bn., 25th FA 
effects cell. “It’s a good place for 
families to go to and just relax 
and enjoy family time.” 

Before the park closed, about 
50,000 people visited the water 
park on weekdays and about 
250,000 Iraqis enjoyed Jadriya 
Lake on weekends, O’Brien 
said. 

A lot of people worked 
extremely hard to reopen the 
water park;  a project which had 
several phases, Allen said. 

The  fi rst phase was cleaning 
the water park, clearing rubble, 
beautifying and getting water fl owing. 
Phases two and three mostly involved 
adding accents to the park area, which 
included installing basketball poles 
and benches, painting and making 
more beautifi cation measures. During 
this phase of the process, 5th Bn., 

An Iraqi army band member plays his bag-
pipes during  the opening of Jadriya Lake in 
Baghdad, Aug. 18. The opening was the cap-
stone event of Karada Day, and hosted by the 
Karada District Advisory Council

4th Brigade Combat Team PAO, 10th Mountain Division 
Story by Army Sgt. Grant Okubo

Photos by Army Staff Sgt. Brian D. Lehnhardt.
55th Signal Company (Combat Camera)
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Refurbished Jadriya Lake Park reopens in Karadah

25th FA Soldiers approached local 
small-businessmen about opening 
shops and stands in the water park. 
There will be small shops opening 
and adding economic stimulus in 
the area, Allen said, adding that he 
was impressed with the effects of the 
project.

“The results of the project have 
been phenomenal,” said Maj. Robert 
Machen, battalion executive offi cer, 
5th Bn., 25th FA. 

“The project isn’t fi nished, with 
only two of three phases complete, so 
there are still plenty of great things to 
come from this project,” said Machen, 
a College Station, Texas native. 

Upcoming projects in phase three 
include restaurants, a boat ramp and 
paddle boats, he said.

The reopening of the lake park 
brings with it hope for and a hint of 
a return to normalcy, particularly 
for members of the Department of 
Tourism. Eventually, Iraqi tourism 
offi cials  hope to use a project such 
as this one to send the message to the 

rest of the world, explained Machen. 
The message is that Iraq has 

something to offer, just like other 
major cities such as Paris, London and 
New York City, Machen said, adding 
that hopefully this will positively 
affect commerce in the region.

“I am very happy about this 
successful event,” said Rose Hadag, 

an Iraqi woman who attended the 
event. 

Other Iraqi citizens openly 
expressed their happiness about 
the Jadriya Lake Park reopening 
and shared their hopes that Iraq 
will continue to grow and improve 
as it emerges from the shadows of 
terrorism and fanaticism.

A senior National Police leader of the Korada Political District of Baghdad (right) 
speaks to Gen. Kasim Ata of the Iraqi army at the opening of Jadriya Lake Park 
in Baghdad, Aug. 18. The Jadriya Lake Park grounds encompass approximately 
400,000 square meters, and the lake itself is about 300,000 square meters.
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AMARAH, Iraq – Building an Army 
base from scratch is a diffi cult task. 
Just ask the Airmen who completed 
major construction at Forward 
Operating Base Garry Owen, the 
closest American base to the Iraq-
Iran border.

Lt. Col. Edward Bohnemann 
and Command Sgt. Maj. George 
Zamudio, the commander and senior 
noncommissioned offi cer of 2nd 
Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment, 4th 
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry 
Division, presented golden combat 
spurs to the U.S. Air Force personnel 
who worked for a month-and-a-half 
on construction of the FOB.

“The scope of work was challenging, 
but our outstanding craftsmen made 
quick progress on all tasks,” said Air 

Airmen earn combat 
cavalry spurs

Force Senior Master Sgt. Brian S. 
Loisel, the noncommissioned offi cer-
in-charge of the construction team. 
“This is a true testament of today’s 
Airmen, because they came from 
16 different bases throughout the 
United States and quickly became 
one outstanding unit, accomplishing 
something that for most will be a 
once in a career opportunity.”

The 25 Airmen worked with 
Soldiers assigned to the 1st Battalion, 
535th Equipment Support Company, 
along with troops from the 2nd Bn., 
7th Cav. Regt., to build the base from 
nothing.

The team built the base’s perimeter, 
a dining facility, mobile showers, a 
laundry facility and air-conditioned 
sleeping tents for approximately 

Building forward operating base brings high 
praise from Army’s 1st Cavalry Division

1,000 troops.
Bohnemann’s troops started their 

deployment working on an Iraqi army 
compound called Sparrow Hawk, 
but the American forces quickly 
developed their own base next door 
to the compound.

The Airmen are already working 
on their next project: construction 
of FOB Hunter for the Long Knife 
Brigade’s 1st Battalion, 9th Infantry 
Regiment.

Story, photo by Army 1st 
Lt. Dave Collins

4th Brigade Combat Team, 
1st Cavalry Division

Command Sgt. Maj. 
George Zamudio, the 
enlisted leader of 2nd 
Battalion, 7th Cavalry 
Regiment, 4th Brigade 
Combat Team, 1st Cav-
alry Division, and Lt. Col. 
Edward Bohnemann, 
commander 2nd Bn., 7th 
Cav. Reg., issue combat 
spurs and thanks to the 
25 Airmen of 1st Bn., 
535th Equipment Sup-
port Company, during a 
combat spur ceremony 
at Forward Operating 
Base Garry Owen, near 
Amarah, Iraq, Aug. 8.



FORWARD OPERATING BASE DELTA, Iraq — 
Iraqi and U.S. Army mechanics worked in tandem on IA 
vehicles as part of a three-day project here nicknamed 
Grease Monkey.

Coalition forces designed Grease Monkey to provide 
IA mechanics the advanced skills needed to keep their 
vehicles rolling.

“We’re teaching them how to technically inspect 
vehicles; to look at them from top to bottom and fi nd 
every little problem,” said Staff Sgt. Stephen Berndt, of 
Company B, 589th Brigade Support Battalion.

“They already do the basics,” he said. “We’re going to 
teach them higher level maintenance.”

The IA mechanics look forward to working with the 
American mechanics for a variety of reasons.

“We already have experience,” said Cpl. Adel Husien, 
a mechanic with the 1st Battalion, 32nd IA Brigade. 
“We know stuff and wanted to fi x the Humvees at our 
battalion but don’t have the equipment to fi x them.”

Berndt looks forward to getting the Iraqi vehicles up 
to speed.

“This will be a great learning experience for Soldiers 
of both countries,” he said. “We’ll help them out and 
bring their trucks up to standard so by the time they 
leave here, all these trucks will be 100 percent mission 
capable.”

Grease 
Monkey 

project 
trains Iraqi 

army 
mechanics

Cpl. Andrew 
Oquendo, Com-
pany D, 2nd Light 
Armored Recon-
naissance Battal-
ion, Task Force 
Mech, Multi-
National Force - 
West, arm wres-
tles two members 
of the Sons of Iraq 
during a meeting 
near Balad Iraq, 
Aug. 6. (Photo by 
Marine Lance Cpl. 
Albert F. Hunt.)

Story, photo by Army Sgt. Daniel T. West
41st Fires Brigade PAO

Iraqi army soldiers push a Humvee off a trailer before beginning ‘Grease Mon-
key,’ a project designed to increase the readiness of IA maintenance personnel.
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El Salvador’s Cuscatlán Battalion
Demonstration sets standard for 
El Salvador’s newest Iraq rotation  

FORWARD OPERATING BASE 
DELTA, Iraq – Leaders from El 
Salvador’s Cuscatlán Battalion, 
Rotation X and XI, gathered at 
Bunker 7 for a quick reaction force 
demonstration, Aug. 23.

The  demonstration  gave 
the soldiers on  Rotation X  the   
opportunity to show the incoming 
soldiers and Salvadoran media the 
high level of training they achieved 
in their six months here and 
what Rotation XI should strive to 
accomplish.

A fake explosion initiated the 
training demonstration. Soldiers 
reacted rapidly, establishing security 
and caring for the wounded. The 
soldiers displayed the importance 
and success of their training in Iraq 
with each task performed.

The Salvadorans don’t have 
armored vehicles to train on before 
deployment, said Capt. Alejandro 
Gutierrez, assistant operations 
offi cer, Cuscatlán Battalion, Rotation 
X. The Salvadoran soldiers train 
in unarmored Jeeps and use the 
knowledge gained and standards 
developed by previous rotations to 
make their training more effective.

The soldiers train extensively 
in theater to adjust to                                           
differences between El Salvador’s 

and Iraq’s environments.
“The important thing is 

what they learned in Iraq,” 
said Capt. Jose Escalante, 
Rotation XI assistant human 
resources offi cer. He said the 
demonstration was a good way 
to see what they learned in the 
classroom.

“It was very clear and 
according to the highest 
standards of training,” said Capt. 
Jose Moraga, who supervises 
transfer of authority operations.

Gutierrez said he and his 
fellow Rotation X leaders were 
given a similar demonstration 
when they arrived in February. 
Rotation X completed more 
than 100 missions safely, but 
he said the troops realized the 
threat was always there. 

“There were no major 
incidents, but we were ready at 
all times,” he said.

Story, photos by Army Spc. Allison 
Churchill

41st Fires Brigade PAO

A Salvadoran soldier pulls guard as part of a quick 
reaction force demonstration by the Cuscatlan Bat-
talion, Rotation X. The 10th rotation put on the 
demonstration for their replacements Aug. 23 
to show them the skills they have learned 
during their six-month deployment to Wa-
sit Province, Iraq. Rotation X received 
a similar demonstration from the 
previous rotation.

A Salvadoran soldier dresses 
wounds in an improvised explosive 
device scenario as part of a demon-
stration near Bunker 7 on Forward 
Operating Base Delta, Iraq, Aug. 23.
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El Salvador’s Cuscatlán Battalion

Aid to 
Shaikh 

Sa’d
Photos by Army Sgt. Daniel T. West

41st Fires Brigade PAO

A girl sits next to her new 
backpack fi lled with school 
supplies and clothing after a 
humanitarian assistance distri-
bution Aug. 24 by El Salva-
dor’s Cuscatlán Battalion in 

a village near Shaikh 
Sa’d, Iraq.

A soldier with 
El Salvador’s 
Cuscatlán Bat-
talion passes out 
school supplies 
to Iraqi children 
during a humani-
tarian assistance 
drop in a village 
near Shaikh Sa’d, 
Iraq, Aug. 24. 

A woman receives shoes for her child from an El Sal-
vadoran soldier during a humanitarian assistance distri-
bution Aug. 24 by El Salvador’s Cuscatlán Battalion, X 
and XI rotations, in a village near Shaikh Sa’d, Iraq. 
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British Piper, Cpl. Richard Grisdale and members of the Highlanders, 4th Battalion, 
the Royal Regiment of Scotland, warm up their pipes prior to performing for the grand 
opening ceremonies of the Iraqi Joint Operations Center, 14th Division Headquarters, at  
Camp Wassam, Basra, Iraq, Aug. 31. (Photo by Army Pfc. Rhonda J. Roth-Cameron.)
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Sgt. 1st Class 
Christopher Rus-
sell, operations 
noncommissioned 
offi cer, 2nd Stryker 
Cavalry Regiment, 
releases informa-
tional leafl ets dur-
ing an information 
drop mission in 
Iraq Aug. 21. The 
leafl ets provide 
a communication 
path with residents 
of smaller Iraqi vil-
lages, allowing for 
an increase in lo-
cal informational 
awareness. (Photo 
by Navy Petty Offi -
cer 1st Class Mario 
A. Quiroga.)

A member of the personal security detail for Iraqi 
Maj. Gen. Othman Ali Farhood, commander, 8th Division 
Iraqi army, takes  his 8th Division Iraqi military police 
partner down by administering a strangle hold during a 
combatives training exercise Aug. 19, at Camp Echo, Iraq. 
(Photo by Air Force Airman 1st Class Matthew Plew.)

Iraqi children sit in the waiting area of a 
clinic located in al-Kut, Iraq, during a com-
bined medical engagement Aug. 21. One 
boy sits with a U.S. Soldier’s kevlar helmet 
on his much smaller head. (Photo by Army 
Spc. Tiffany Dusterhoft.)
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U.S. Army National Guardsmen Lt. Col. Jodi Padavana, Joint 
Force Headquarters, Camp Lincoln, Springfi eld, Il. engages her tar-
get Aug. 23 at Camp Echo, Iraq, while conducting a move and 
shoot drill during a refresher course in combat weapons training 
from U.S. Soldiers from Operational Detachment Alpha Team 0362 
to prepare for her re-deployment to Afghanistan later this year.    
(Photo by Air Force Airman 1st Class Matthew Plew.)
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Sgt. Joshua Robbins, a native of Dickson, Tenn., serving with the 66th Engineer Company, 
2nd Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division, Multi-National Division-Baghdad, 
torches an area with a fl ame thrower Aug. 30 in an effort to deny terrorists concealment, and 
give coalition forces at Joint Security Station Mushada East a clear line of sight along a road.
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A Soldier with 2nd platoon, Charlie Troop, 1st Squad-
ron, 32nd Cavalry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division,  pulls 
security as his unit visits villagers of Abu Awad, Iraq and 
questions them about al-Qaeda activity Aug. 17. (Photo by 
Air Force Staff Sgt. Micky M. Bazaldua.)

Senior Airman Sean Sweeney marks a crack found on the rear bearing support 
on a C-130 Hercules engine at Joint Base Balad, Iraq, Aug. 22. A routine post-
fl ight inspection revealed a small crack on the rear bearing support. Sweeney, an 
aerospace propulsion technician with the 777th Expeditionary Aircraft Maintenance 
Squadron, is deployed from Little Rock Air Force Base, Ark. His hometown is Colum-
bia, N.J. (Photo by Air Force Airman 1st Class Jason Epley.) 
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Staff Sgt. David Wenger, with the Iraqi Army’s 3rd 
Battalion, 5th Brigade, 2nd Division, Military Transition 
Team, has his uniform inspected by a young Iraqi boy 
during a cordon and search for weapons in Mosul, Iraq, 
Aug. 23. (Photo by Army Pfc. Sarah De Boise.)

Members of the 
8-2 Iraqi national 
police conduct a 
demonstration dur-
ing the grand opening 
ceremony of Jadriya 
Lake in Jamia, Bagh-
dad, Aug. 30. The 
grand opening of the 
lake was the capstone 
event of Karada Day, 
and hosted by the 
Karada District Advi-
sory Council. (Photo 
by Army Staff Sgt. 
Brian D. Lehnhardt.)
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CAMP TAQADDUM, Iraq – Iraqis 
are no longer just patients in operating 
rooms; they are now scrubbing-in 
alongside their U.S. counterparts to 
participate in surgeries.

Camp Taqaddum Surgical, 
1st Supply Battalion, 1st Marine 
Logistics Group, has partnered with 
Iraqi medical personnel at Camp 
Habbaniyah and brought them into 
the operating room 
for the fi rst time 
Aug. 21.

Lt. Cmdr. John 
A. Lynott, senior 
orthopedic surgeon 
with TQ Surgical, 
worked with Iraqi 
army Maj. Tahseen 
Muallah, medical 
offi cer from Camp 
Habbaniyah, to 
remove  fragmentation from the leg 
of an Iraqi policeman.

Mohammed Ali, the 33-year-old 
IP, was injured from an improvised 
explosive device in 2006. Since then, 
his injuries have prevented him from 
being a policeman and keep him up 
at night.

  Iraqi parntership extends 
                    to operating room

Less than two hours after beginning 
surgery, the fragmentation was 
removed and Ali was recovering.

“It’s the fi rst time we’ve scrubbed 
in with any Iraqis,” said Lynott, who 
felt confi dent in Muallah’s abilities 
and noticed how well-trained he was 
in the operating room.

With progress like this, it’s only 
a matter of time before the new 

medical facility at 
Habbaniyah is up 
and running, staffed 
with well trained and 
experienced Iraqi 
surgeons.

Both sides see 
the benefi ts as 
the relationship 
continues between 
the two forces.

“Anything we do 
to help build their medical capacity is 
a good use of our time and facilities,” 
said Brig. Gen. Robert R. Ruark, 
commanding general of 1st MLG.

Given a little more time and some 
experience with the facilities here, 
the Iraqis will soon be treating their 
own, thanks to this partnership.

CAMP TAQADDUMCAMP TAQADDUM
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Habbaniyah and brought them into Habbaniyah and brought them into 
the operating room the operating room 
for the fi rst time for the fi rst time 
Aug. 21.Aug. 21.

A. Lynott, senior A. Lynott, senior 
orthopedic surgeon orthopedic surgeon 
with TQ Surgical, with TQ Surgical, 
worked with Iraqi worked with Iraqi 
army Maj. Tahseen army Maj. Tahseen 
Muallah, medical Muallah, medical 
offi cer from Camp offi cer from Camp 
Habbaniyah, to Habbaniyah, to 

“It’s the fi rst 
time we’ve 

scrubbed in 
with any Iraqis,”
Lt. Cmdr. John A. Lynott
Senior Orthopedic Surgeon

Camp Taqqadum Surgical

Story, photos by Marine Cpl. Tyler B. Barstow
1st Marine Logistics Group PAO

Lt. Cmdr. John A. Lynott, senior or-
thopedic surgeon with Camp Taqaddum 
Surgical, 1st Supply Battalion, 1st Marine 
Logistics Group, points out the embed-
ded fragments in an Iraqi policeman’s 
leg to Iraqi army Maj. Tahseen Muallah, 
medical offi cer from Camp Habbaniyah, 
before their operation to remove the 
fragmentation Aug. 21. 

Lt. Cmdr. John A. Lynott, senior orthopedic surgeon with Camp Taqaddum 
Surgical, 1st Supply Battalion, 1st Marine Logistics Group, and Iraqi army Maj. 
Tahseen Muallah, medical offi cer from Camp Habbaniyah, surgically remove 
fragmentation embedded in the leg of an Iraqi Policeman, Aug. 21. 
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  Iraqi parntership extends 
                    to operating room

fa•la•fel also  fe•la•fel 
\fə-lä-fəl\: a spicy 
mixture of ground veg-
etables (as chick-peas 
or fava beans) formed 
into balls or patties 
and then fried.

ulti-National Division —  
Baghdad Soldiers operating 
out of Combat Outpost 

Apache now have another choice 
for meals in addition to the dining 
facility: the Falafel King. 

Ronnie, an Iraqi citizen who 
operates the small stand outside 
of the gym at this base in northern 
Baghdad, got the 
idea after being 
approached 
by Soldiers 
interested in 
eating Iraqi food.

“They would 
always ask me, 
or other Iraqis 
working here, 
if they would go out to the city and 
buy food to prepare traditional Iraqi 
meals,” said Ronnie. “My uncle is 
a translator, so we contacted a few 
people to see what kind of setup we 
would need, what equipment and 
things like that, and we got started.”

Ronnie, who runs the stand with 
his cousin, Kirk, serves basic staples 

Iraqi entrepreneur helps break the grind for troops at Apache

Ronnie serves up a falafel kabob with fries at the Falafel King stand at Combat Outpost Apache, Iraq, Aug 26. Ronnie and his 
cousin operate the stand, which serves Iraqi and American meals, as well as offers a place for Soldiers to relax.

of Iraqi food, like falafels and kabobs, 
but has also expanded their menu to 
include American favorites, such as 
cheeseburgers and french fries. 

“Business is good,” Ronnie said. 
“We have been set up since Aug. 11, 
serving breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
However, since we are always here, 
we also feed Soldiers when they come 
back from a mission and might have 
missed meal time. Instead of eating 
a Meal Ready-to-Eat, we will cook up 
something for them.” 

Another positive 
result of the Falafel 
King is that it allows 
Soldiers to relax 
after a mission. 
It also provides 
the Soldiers the 
opportunity to spend 
time with local 
citizens and make 

new friends over a cup of chai.
“For an Iraqi, if you sit down to 

talk, it is always done over a cup of 
chai, so we do the same here with our 
American friends,” Ronnie said. 

For Staff Sgt. Jimmy Martinez, 
a section leader with Company 
A, 1st Combined Arms Battalion, 
68th Armor Regiment, 3rd Brigade 

Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, 
MND-B, the Falafel King offers a 
break from the typical lunch time 
meals.

“Usually lunch here is just self-
serve sandwiches, but coming here 
breaks up the monotony of meal 
times; and whether I eat a falafel 
or have a burger and fries, it’s nice 
to have an option for something 
different,” Martinez said.

“It is also nice around his stand,” 
said Martinez, an Orosi, Calif., 
native.  “We have a little deck and 
some picnic tables, so it is a nice 
place to unwind.”

Ronnie said he is happy that 
the Soldiers seem to enjoy the 
opportunity to try a different venue 
for their chow and relaxation, 
adding that he also hopes that he can 
eventually use his new experience 
to springboard into something even 
more signifi cant.

“I hope that one day I can go to 
America and open a restaurant that 
serves both Iraqi and American 
meals, and then I can serve 
customers both genuine Iraqi food 
and American food and, through 
food, bring our two cultures closer 
together,” Ronnie said. 

M

Story, photo by Army Sgt. Philip Klein
3rd Brigade Combat Team, 
4th Infantry Division PAO
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Raven takes flight

Cpl. Taylor Jew-
ett with Company 
D, 2nd Battalion, 
4th Infantry Regi-
ment, 10th Moun-
tain Division, gets 
the bearings down 
for the RQ-11B Ra-
ven at Joint Secu-
rity Station Doura, 
Baghdad, Aug. 25. 
The Raven is a small 
unmanned aerial 
system that pro-
vides intelligence, 
surveillance and re-
connaissance. 

Photos by Navy Petty Offi cer 2nd Class 
Joan E. Kretschmer

Spc. Jared Freeman, with Company D, 2nd Battalion, 4th Infantry Infantry Regiment, 
4th Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division, observes instruction for an RQ-11B 
Raven at Joint Security Station Doura, Baghdad, Aug. 25. The Raven is a small unmanned 
aerial system that provides intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance.

Name: RQ-11B Raven
Dimensions: Length 3 
feet, Wingspan 5 feet 
Weight: 4.2 lbs.
Flying Speed: 28-60 mph
The Raven can be fl own 
automatically via GPS 
or by remote operation.

Staff Sgt. Tashir Hasan,1st Brigade Com-
bat Team, 4th Infantry Division, instructs 
Soldiers with 4th BCT, 10th Mountain Div., 
on the workings of the RQ-11B Raven un-
manned aerial vehicle at Joint Security Sta-
tion Doura, Baghdad, Aug. 25.  
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Raven takes flight

Spc. Jared Freeman, with Company D, 2nd Battalion, 4th Infantry Infantry Regiment, 
4th Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division, observes instruction for an RQ-11B 
Raven at Joint Security Station Doura, Baghdad, Aug. 25. The Raven is a small unmanned 
aerial system that provides intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance.

Staff Sgt. Tashir Hasan, with 1st Brigade Combat 
Team, 4th Infantry Division, instructs instructs Soldiers 
with 4th BCT, 10th Mountain Div., on the workings of 
the RQ-11B Raven unmanned aerial vehicle at Joint 
Security Station Doura, Baghdad, Aug. 25.  

Cpl. Billy McCoy, with Company D., 2nd Battal-
ion, 4th Infantry Regiment, 10th Mountain Divi-
sion, launches an RQ-11B Raven at Joint Security 
Station Joura, Baghdad, Aug. 25.  The Raven is 
a small unmanned aerial system which provides 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance. 
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CAMP TAQADDUM, 
Iraq – Marines and Sailors 
gathered around the 
burning Southwest Asia 
Hut, but instead of feeling 
the scorching pain of 
disdain, they felt the warm 
blaze of education.

The burning of the 
building was a project 
coordinated by Base Safety 
and Environmental, 1st 
Marine Logistics Group, 
and the Marines of Aircraft 
Rescue and Firefi ghting 
Company of Marine Wing 
Support Squadron 374, 3rd 
Marine Aircraft Wing. The 
project demonstrated the 
threats the buildings pose 
when exposed to fi re in  
desert conditions and the 
rapidity in which they can 
become engulfed in fl ames.

“The reason we burned 

Marines burn down 
hut for education

this  SWA hut was in the 
name of fi re safety and fi re 
prevention,” said Gunnery 
Sgt. Mark E. Dumdie, the 
staff noncommissioned 
offi cer- in-charge of ARFF, 
MWSS-374. “It makes 
(service members) aware of 
how quick these things can 
go up.”

Leaving behind a mass 
of charred beams and 
metal sheets from the 
roof, the remains of the 
once inhabitable structure 
displayed a warning sign 
for all to see.

Dumdie explained to 
the visitors the problems 
SWA huts pose after they 
have been left in the desert 
conditions. From old dry 
wood to exposed wiring, 
Dumdie touched on several 
factors that pose fi re safety 
hazards.

“The  air  conditioners and 
lights can be overworked, 
which leads to power 
surging,” he said.

The demonstration 
was educational to the 
commanders who viewed 
the blaze.

“It’s a big value 
for training for the 

servicemembers out here,” 
said Lance Robinson, Base 
Safety and Environmental 
offi cer for 1st MLG. 

Tapping into the duty 
experts provided a wealth of 
knowledge for the Marines 
at BSE.

“It puts common sense 
and it puts knowledge from 
Marines who do what they 
do best - straight to the 
Marines on the ground,” 
Robinson said. 

Most of the SWA huts 
on Camp Taqaddum have 
been sprayed with a fi re-
retardant foam to help 
contain fi res that may start. 
It also helps insulate the 
buildings, which will help 
take the electrical strain 
off of air conditioners and 
other appliances often 
overworked in the Iraqi 
landscape.

Marines Cpl. Timoteo Hernandez and Pfc. Sergio Rene 
Alarcon, both with Aircraft Rescue and Firefi ghting Company, 
Marine Wing Support Squadron 374, control the fi re on a South-
west Asia Hut at Camp Taqaddum, Iraq, Aug. 30. 

Photos by Marine Lance Cpl. Gabriela Garcia

U.S. Marines from Marine Wing Support Squadron 374 and 1st Marine Logistics Group 
burn a Southwest Asia Hut at Camp Taqaddum, Iraq, Aug. 30. 

Story by Marine Cpl. Tyler B. Barstow
1st Marine Logistics Group 

PAO
55th Signal Company (Combat Camera)
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Names of coalition servicemembers who died between August14 
and September 9, 2008 while serving in Operation Iraqi Freedom

In Memoriam

Pvt. Janelle F. King, 23.

Aug. 17
Lance Cpl. Travis M. Stottlemyer, 20.

Aug. 19
Sgt. 1st Class George Stanciel, 40.

Aug.  26
Spc. Carlo E. Alfonso, 23.

Spc. Steven J. Fitzmorris, 26.

Aug. 27
Sgt. David K. Cooper, 25.

Aug. 28
Spc. Jorge L. Feliz Nieve, 26.
Spc. Michael L. Gonzalez, 20.

Sept. 2
Pfc. Patrick W. May, 22.

Sept. 4
Pfc. Bryan R. Thomas, 22.

Staff Sgt. Kenneth W. Mayne, 29.

Sept. 5
Pvt. Jordan P. P. Thibeault, 22.

Pvt. Janelle F. King, 23.Pvt. Janelle F. King, 23.
Aug. 28Aug. 28

Spc. Jorge L. Feliz Nieve, 26.

Greater love hath no man than this: that a man lay 
down his life for his friends.

John 15:13



Maj. Gen. John Kelly, commanding 
general, I Marine Expeditionary Force, 
Multi National Force — West, signs Pro-
vincial Iraqi Control documents during 
the al-Anbar PIC ceremony at the Pro-
vincial Government Center in Ramadi, 
Iraq, Sept. 1. (Photo by Marine Lance 
Cpl. Grant T. Walker.)


