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U.S. Army Photo by Staff Sgt. Keith M. Anderson

Lt. Col. Dennis Dockery, commander, 395th Combat Sustainment Support Battalion, U.S. Army Reserves, and Command Sgt. Maj. Gerry-Jay
James, command sergeant major, 395th CSSB, uncase their battalion colors during a transfer of authority ceremony at Contingency Operating
Base Q-West, Iraq July 11. Soldiers from the 395th CSSB, based out of New Haven, Conn., took operations command and control from the 30th
CSSB, from Humbolt, Tenn., who wrapped up a 12-month deployment after conducting over 1,000 convoys-more than 2.9 million convoy miles
stretching from Habur Gate, in northern Iraq, all the way to Camp Buehring, Kuwait.
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Portland Soldiers participate in new
MRAP training, prepare for lraq roads

STORY AND PHOTOS BY
SGT. ALEX SNYDER
ExPEDITIONARY TIMES STAFF

CAMP BUEHRING, Kuwait
.~ — Soldiers from
=~ . Battery A, 2nd

,I Battalion,
“t . 218th Field Ar-
" tillery Regi-
. ment, 4ist

- Infantry
* Brigade

Combat Team, an Army Na-

tional Guard unit from Port-

land Ore., are participating
in special drivers training
in Kuwait in advance of the
unit’s convoy security mis-
sion in Iraq.

The training is designed

.

to get the Oregon Soldiers
familiarized with vehicles
which are not readily avail-
able for training in the
states.

The training was imple-
mented by the 3¢ Sustain-
ment Command (Expe-
ditionary) in June and is
intended to help reduce ve-
hicle rollovers in Iraq.

“These MRAPs are a new
ball-game for all of us,”
said Sgt. Brandon C. Chris-
topherson, a driver with
Btry. A, and a resident of
The Dalles, Ore. “Everyone
is doing a really good job
learning them.”

The training is broken

See MRAP TRAINING,
Page 5

A Mine-Resistant Ambush-Protected vehicle rolls down the highway dur-
ing vehicle training near Camp Buehring, Kuwait July 8. In June, the 3¢
Sustainment Command (Expeditionary) initiated special vehicle training
for two brigade combat teams deploying to Iraq.



PAGE 2

ExPeEDITIONARY TIMES

July 22, 2009

332 ESFS Blotter

July 9 - July 15

911 CALL/FIRE RESPONSE:

A reporting party notified the law enforcement office of a
fire via 911. Security forces were briefed and dispatched
along with the base fire and medical team. SF arrived
on scene and made contact with Fire Rescue-10 and re-
quested back-up to assist with evacuation. SF relayed
the LEO all military working dogs were evacuated from
the location and accounted. SF initiated evacuation of
all non-essential personnel in law enforcement office
and the ambulatory station. Fire investigators termi-
nated response. Investigation revealed the cause of the
fire to be an electrical malfunction from an air condi-
tioning unit.

LARCENY OF PERSONAL PROPERTY:

A victim entered the law enforcement office and reported
his bicycles missing. The victim stated that he secured
them together, but did not secure them to a stationary
object. The victim further stated a Ugandan Guard had
seen two personnel load the bicycles into a truck.

LARCENY OF UNSECURED PROPERTY:

A victim telephoned the law enforcement office and
reported she was missing her iPod and other personal
effects. Security forces arrived on scene, made contact
with the victim and assisted her in completing an AF
IMT 1168 /Statement of Complainant. The victim stated
as she set her property on top of her backpack with a pair
of blue surgical scrubs. The victim was dispatched to as-
sist with a surgical procedure, placed her dirty scrubs
in a laundry bag and closed her backpack. The victim
noticed her property was missing when she returned to
her housing unit.

NIPR: 443-8602
SIPR: 241-1171
Email: PMOdesk@iraq.centcom.mil
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Chaplaivw s Corner

“Courage is almost a contradiction in terms. It means a
strong desire to live taking the form of readiness to die.”

-G.K. Chesterton

Acts of courage are not limited to those who serve in the military.
In fact, every day, ordinary people demonstrate great bravery in
thousands of unseen ways. Standing up for the truth, speaking out
against injustice, reaching out to the homeless, caring for someone
with HIV/AIDS, putting on the uniform of a police officer or fire-
man - all these actions are examples of courage under fire.

The essence of courage is overcoming our fears. A coward when
confronted with fear will turn and run away. A hero faces his or her
fears and does what needs to be done, no matter what the cost. In
a physical sense, this could mean facing the possibility of serious
injury or death. But, there is also moral courage. And sometimes
this is even more challenging.

It has been said that it is easier to die for a cause you believe in
than to live for it. Moral courage is rooted in a strong belief system.
When a person speaks out or takes a stand, we admire them for
having the “courage of their convictions.”

Every person should be ready to die for something. This could
be for your spouse; for your children; for your principles; for your
nation. At the same time, every person should be ready to live
for something as well. Noble ideals such as freedom, justice, and
equality should stir our hearts with passion.

Courageous people have integrity. They have conviction. And
most of all they have the ability to stare death in the face and not
blink.

Prayer for Courage
Dear God, give me the courage to be like David and stand up to
the Goliaths in my life. Amen.

Submitted by CH (MAJ) Peter Strong
Brigade Chaplain for 304th Sustainment Brigade

HOOAH OF THE WEEK

U.S. Army photo by Spc. Brian A. Barbour

Sgt. Juan S. Pastrana is congratulated by Brig. Gen. Michael J. Lally,
3¢ Sustainment Command (Expeditionary) commanding general, for
being selected as this week’s “Hooah of the Week.” Pastrana, from
Orlando, Fla., and property book noncommissioned officer in the 3¢
ESC G-4, is recognized for his work in making sure the unit prevention
leaders were properly trained and urinalysis quality control was met
to standard.

PAGE 3

How to nominate a “Hooah of the Week”

Nominations must be turned in to Sgt. 1st Class Caprice Walker
by 1:00 p.m. on Wednesdays.
For any questions, to request a nomination form or to submit a ser-
vice member’s name for nomination,
e-mail: caprice.walker@iraq.centcom.mil.

LU

s

“The Week!

dress. The governing regulation, Inspector General Activities, AR
investigate or conduct investigative inquiries into allegations when

Soldier was afforded due process.

r

| Our organization is comprised of nine In-
spectors General dispersed throughout
the 39 ESC area of operations with five of-
fices; each one co-located with a Sustain-

| ment Brigade in order to provide the com-
mand with the best possible support.

SFC Danilo Egudin
SFC Javier Cruz

Joint Base Balad (304th SB): DSN 433-2125
MAJ Lee Kemp (Command Inspector General)
MAJ Scott Peters (Deputy)

SFC Aaron Loos (NCOIC)

T

y Standard”

Evaluations and the Redress Program

Inspectors General often receive complaints regarding evaluation matters. During the preliminary analysis of every complaint, the IG
must determine if the matter is appropriate for action. Normally, complaints concerning evaluations are not appropriate for the IG to ad-

20-1, paragraph 8-3b (3) states “Inspectors General will not normally
the Army has an established means of redress.” Soldiers must use the

prescribed redress method before the IG can help. Once that occurs, the IG is limited to reviewing the redress process to ensure that the

AR 623-3, Evaluation Reporting System, paragraph 6-3, requires the commander to look into alleged errors, injustices, and illegalities
of evaluation reports. The issues can be brought to the commander’s attention by the rated individual or by anyone authorized access to
the report. The regulation provides regulatory guidance on two specific avenues of redress. The first is the Commander’s Inquiry which is
normally done before the evaluation is filed into the rated Soldier’s OMPF. The second avenue of redress is the Evaluation Appeal which is
done after the evaluation is filed and is both more difficult and time consuming. Once the evaluation is filed in the OMPF it is considered to
be administratively correct, prepared by the proper rating officials and an objective judgment of the rated individual by the rating chain.

Take interest in your evaluation. That includes the initial and follow-up counselings to ensure you and your rater know what is expected.
If you perform up to and exceed expectations the evaluation will take care of itself.

By Sgt. 1st Class Tamera Wynn
3¢ ESC Inspector General

—_— — — — —_— _— — - — _ — = = = 4
Q-West (16th SB): DSN 827-6115 |
LTC Kyle Peterson
Taji (10th SB): DSN 834-3079 |
SFC Tamera Wynn
Adder/Tallil (287th SB): DSN 833-1710 |
LTC Melanie Meier
Al Asad (321st SB): DSN 440-7049 |
LTC Timothy Norton r
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A hero’s angel

STORY AND PHOTOS BY
STAFF SGT. DILIA AYALA
332nd AEW Public Affairs

The emergency-room trauma call and the
medical staff's immediate action upon his ar-
rival is only a memory to her now; sitting qui-
etly at the bedside of her brother-in-arms, she
carefully takes his hand, thanking him for his
service and assuring him she will not leave his
side until he's ready to go home. He is a criti-
cally injured combat casualty, and she is Army
Sgt. Jennifer Watson, noncomissioned officer in
charge of the casualty liaison team here.

Although a somber scene, it is not an uncom-
mon one for the Peru, Ind., native, who in addi-
tion to her primary duties throughout the last 14
months, has taken it upon herself to ensure no
U.S. casualty passes away alone. Holding each
of their hands, she sits with them until the end,
no matter the day or the hour.

"It's unfortunate that their Families can't be
here," said Watson, who is deployed here from
Fort Campbell, Ky. "So I took it upon myself to
step up and be that Family while they are here.
No one asked me to do it; I just did what I felt
was right in my heart. I want them to know they
are heroes.”

"I feel just because they are passing away does
not mean they cannot hear and feel someone
around them," she continued. "I talk to them,
thanking them for what they have done, telling
them they are a hero, they will never be forgot-
ten, and I explain my job to them to help them
be at ease knowing the family will be told the
truth."

In general, Watson explains to the patients
that the CLT works within the patient adminis-
trative department here, acting as a liaison for
all military and civilian patients in-theater and
initiating the casualty notification process to the
patient's next-of-kin.

Upon their arrival at the Air Force Theater
Hospital, Watson speaks with each combat ca-
sualty getting as accurate information as pos-
sible about the incident. Once the doctor gives
their diagnosis and severity of the patient's in-
juries, Watson and her team complete and send

- 7 J__.-r

[HERO'S HWY |

a Defense Casualty Information Pro-
cessing System folder report to the
Department of the Army or the pa-
tient's respective service so that their
next-of-kin can be notified.

“I make sure we tell their Family
everything they want to know, so they
know everything that's going on,"
said Watson. "We'll tell the Families
everything that is going on with their
family member ... so that they don't
have any questions. "

Furthermore, once the initial re-
port has been sent, the CLT and Wat-
son make hourly rounds to the inten-
sive-care ward or unit to check on the
patient's well-being, or, for the more
critical patients, to check on their sta-
bility.

"We are constantly communicating
and making sure the Family knows ev-
erything we know," said Watson. "We
want to put the Families at ease and
let them know that everything is be-
ing done for their loved one. From the
moment a service member is brought
in through Hero's Highway, they are
never alone."

Each month, the AFTH, the equiva-
lent of a U.S. Level-1 trauma center,
treats more than 539 patients; more
than 101 are trauma cases in the
emergency department. Although
Watson can never predict if and when
her fellow brothers or sisters in arms
may need her, she is always available
here.

"The hospital staff is wonderful,"
said Watson. "They know how impor-
tant it is for me to be there with them
and if they know it's time, someone
will come and get me no matter where
I'm at.”

"I see it as a form of closure, not
just for me, but for the Families so that they
know that somebody was there with their son
or daughter," she added. "My heart goes out to
every patient that comes into the hospital, espe-
cially my wounded in action Soldiers. I feel like
everyone who comes through the door is my
brother or sister."

Not surprisingly, Watson's dedication to
duty and her hard work have not gone un-
noticed. She has touched the lives of all she
has come in contact with, to include the
332nd Expeditionary Medical Group com-
mander, Col. Mark Mavity.

"Sergeant Watson's story is one of the
most compelling here in the med group,"
said Mavity. "She is a Soldier's Soldier who
combines an unparalleled level of compas-
sion and commitment to our most grievous-
ly wounded warriors with amazing profes-
sionalism each and every day.

"What is truly in-
credible is that she is a
personnelist by train-
ing, but with the heart
of a medic who has

Army Sgt. Jennifer
Watson, noncomis-
sioned offider in
charge of the casu-

alttyn p "ais_g" Hte:m?, taken it upon herself to
stands 1 €%S  hold the hand and keep
Highway. Patients

a bedside vigil with ev-

brought via helicop-
g P ery mortally wounded

ter to the Air Force

Theater  Hospital Soldier who has spent
passes through He- their last hours within
ro’s Highway. the AFTH," contin-

Army Sgt. Jennifer Watson reflects on her last 14 months of ser-
vice as the noncomissioned officer in charge of the casualty li-
aison team. The CLT works within the patient administrative de-
partment, acting as a liaison for all military and civilian patients
in-theater and initiating the casualty notification process to the
patient’s next-of-kin. In addition to her regular duties while de-
ployed here, Watson has held the hand of each critically wounded
U.S. casualty, sitting at their bedside to ensure that if they passed
away, they would not pass away alone or without knowing their
sacrifice and service would never be forgotten.

ued Mavity. "She will not let her brave broth-
ers or sisters pass alone. This is a heavy burden
to bear and at great personal emotional cost to
Sergeant Watson, but she is unwavering in her
final commitment to these Soldiers. You don't
have to look any further than Sergeant Watson
to find a true hero."

"Angel" and "hero" are only two of the many
titles Watson has been given since arriving at
JBB; although she is appreciative of the kind
words, she remains humble.

"I am far from an angel," said Watson with
a smile. "I just do what is in my heart. I guess
for me, I think about the Family and the closure
of knowing the Soldier did not pass away alone.
To say I'm a hero ... no. The heroes are my guys
who come in (through Hero's Highway)."

Reflecting on her time here, Watson said she
is extremely thankful for the opportunity she has
had to work side-by-side with the Air Force.

"The staff of the 332nd Expeditionary Medi-
cal Group has done an amazing job since I have
been here," she said. "They are incredible. They
have done procedures and saved the lives of the
most critically injured Soldiers, and have been
some of the most professional people I have
ever worked with.”

"I want the Families to know that their service
member was a hero," Watson concluded. "They
made the ultimate sacrifice, but before they
passed on, they received the best treatment, and
the staff did everything they could -- they were
not in pain and they didn't die alone."
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Sexual Assault Prevention and Response
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Soxudal Assault Repoming Points of Contact

CW3 Dana AHL, 30458
dana ahl@irag.centcom.mil
433 2935

SFC Raul Garza, TF 445
raul, garzaE rag centeom, mi
AH3-2T22

CPT Alison Bergstram, 49th Trans
Lnit Victim Advocate
Mg h_l.'lgr.ln::u:n@ rafcenteom. mil

433-2321

LTC Yalerie Bvans ar SFC Turshandah
Cole, 402 AFSH,

(3120875130 Opt 1 ext. 6432 /3561
waleri e poeveEnsE mmes . army.mil or
(4T :._hdur.!.nh -;,l;‘:!ll;-@MME 5 A 10}y il

\s
s

Capt Vanessa Vandes Bout
332 AEW SARC

va nessy vandenbouté blabafcent atmil

A43- 2 P2 Pager 433-9007 Ext 159

PSG Rita Cossio, 3d ESC
rita.cossinE rag. centoom.mil

A33-2527, Pager 4135000 Ext 122

FASEG Lance Gross, 555" Eng Boe
|@AnCE Hlu-*._:._g:l'|4..14.|_.-:..|:|||:-i..|:_;|||1-||1i|
dR3-2503

554 Damon Walker, S51st ESB.

damon wal ker@irag.centcom.mil
LA.M STRONG

318-483.721 4
INTERVENE! ACT! MOTIVATE!

HE‘|P ellminate sexual assault Trom our milltary

M RAP TRAI N I N G Continued from page one

Soldiers of Battery A, 2nd Battalion, 218th Field Artillery Regiment, a National Guard unit from Portland, Ore.,

wait to move out during MRAP drivers training at Camp Buehring, Kuwait July 8. The training is designed to
familiarize Soldiers with the vehicles they will use for their mission in Iraq.

into three phases and allows Soldiers to become
familiar with the vehicle gradually. The final
phase of training takes place on a 22-kilometer
stretch of road outside Camp Buehring.

As part of the training, Btry. A is receiving
instruction from the 3¢ ESC noncommissioned
officers brought to Kuwait from throughout
Iraq. Many of the NCOs conducting the train-
ing are in units completing missions very simi-
lar to what Soldiers of Btry. A will be perform-
ing.

Christopherson said the training is a good
opportunity and will result in a smoother tran-
sition to the mission than what he experienced
on his last deployment.

“It’'s a big confidence booster,” Chris-

topherson said about being able to train with
MRAPs.

“I feel pretty comfortable so far with all the
instruction they’ve given us,” said Spc. Travis
M. Brunner, a driver with Btry. A and a resi-
dent of Forest Grove, Ore. “The instructors
have a lot of knowledge on it (the MRAP).”

While Brunner said he has experience driv-
ing large vehicles, he sees many of his fellow
Soldiers benefiting from the training.

Overall, Christopherson said he believes his
unit is ready to assume its mission in Iraq.

“We’re practicing for the big game right here.
Everyone’s anticipating it. Everyone’s excited,”
Christopherson said. “This unit is very confi-
dent in its abilities.”

The patch of the 41st Infantry Brigade Combat Team,
headquartered in Tigard, Ore., as seen on the shoulder
of a Soldier from Battery A, 2nd Battalion, 218th Field
Artillery Regiment, an Army National Guard unit from
Portland, Ore., at Camp Buehring, Kuwait July 8.

""h‘ o ————y|

On the Web

3[) SUSTAINMENT COMMAND
(EXPEDITIONARY)
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DVD Classroom now at Barron Network University

BY Spc. SEAN DILLARD
UPAR, 16710 STB, 167H SUST. BDE.

CONTINGENCY OPERATING
BASE Q-WEST, Iraq —The Soft-
_ ware Engineering Insti-
tute of Carnegie Mellon
University donated DVDs

to Barron University to

- enhance the Soldier’s

learning experience.

The videos are interactive class-
rooms which allow students to fol-
low established lesson plans. Stu-

*

dents can write notes, take quizzes,
interact with labs and even review
picture lessons.

“The DVDs are a great source of
information. They give you more of
a hands-on approach when doing
the demos and labs. It also helps
that I can hear the lecture instead of
just reading it,” said George Galla-
way, outside plant technician.

The DVDs were essential due to
the speed of the internet in Iraq.

“Computer emergency response
team provides courses free of charge
through the internet,” said Chief

Warrant Officer 3 Dannie Wal-
ters, Bravo Company, 16th Special
Troops Battalion, 16th Sustainment
Brigade. “The only problem is that
in this bandwidth challenged en-
vironment at Q-West, the courses
often took a long time to download
to the point of utter distraction for
students,”

Lessons on the disks cover train-
ing in networks, security and Cisco
certified network associate routing
and switching. Soldiers and Depart-
ment of Defense civilians are able to
use these DVDs to pursue certifica-

tions in various networking careers.

Students mayreceive afree copy of
these video classrooms at no charge,
valued at more than $5,000.

Signal corps warrant officers are
encouraged to participate. There
are a number of courses available
for warrant officers to advance in
their line of work to include officers
outside the signal branch.

For more information on Barron
University and the test center con-
tact Walters at dannie.walters@
iraqg.centcom.mil.

Coalition leaders, Al Ghizi Shaykhs met to discuss CMO

BY SGT. HEATHER WRIGHT
28711 SUsT. BDE. PUBLIC AFFAIRS

CONTIGENCY OPERATING BASE

ADDER, Iraq — Kansas based Army

_ National Guard com-

mand and civil military

operation leadership

introduced four Al

- Ghizi tribal shaykhs

to incoming Coalition

CMO leaders during a luncheon
here June 30.

Lt. Col. Clint Moyer, 287th Sus-
tainment Brigade CMO chief and
Master Sgt. Alexander Parker, 287th
Sust. Bde., CMO noncommissioned
officer in charge invited Shaykhs Ali
Mohammed Mansheead, Tayseer
Mohammed Mansheead, Nabeal
Mohammed Mansheead and Mah-
moud Abdullah Hacheam to meet
the new CMO leaders to streamline

*

the 287th Sust. Bde., transition and
allow Coalition units to sustain re-
lationship with the tribe.

Representing the new COB Ad-
der command team were Lt. Col.
Alan Shumate, 4th Brigade Combat
Team, 1st Armored Division Spe-
cial Troops Battalion commander,
COB Adder garrison commander
and Command Sgt. Major Lau-
ro Obeada, and CMO chief Maj.
Gretchen Decker.

The luncheon began with intro-
ductions and pleasantries. After-
wards, Shaykh Ali presented Col.
Robert Schmitt, 287th Sust. Bde.
commander and Shumate with gold
necklaces and rings as a sign of “en-
during friendship.”

During lunch, the discussion in-
cluded the withdrawal of troops
from Iraqi cities and keeping with
the Security Agreement, Iraqi Po-
lice and Iraqi Army troops will now

escort all future CMO missions. The
group also discussed the possibility
of future CMO missions.

“We hope to do many more mis-
sions,” Lt. Col. Michael Eastman,
229th FA Regt., 4th BCT, 1st Armd.
Div., deputy commander and CMO
chief said to Tayseer. With a few
hundred troops to supply the man-
power and access to the necessary
finances, Eastman looks forward to
assisting COB Adder’s Provincial
Reconstruction Teams in economic
development, governance and hu-
manitarian relief.

Towards the end of lunch, Shaykh
Ali expressed his pleasure with be-
ing invited to dine with Schmitt and
meeting the new CMO leadership.
“On behalf of my family and my
tribe, you and I are one,” he said to
Schmitt. “We look forward to work-
ing with you,” Ali said to the rest of
the group.

Pear EdiBor:
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“This has been a great opportuni-
ty to visit, have lunch and introduce
the newcomers to our friends from
the Al Ghizi tribe,” said Schmitt. “I
know they will continue to main-
tain the positive relationship we
have with them.”

Eastman and Shumate expressed
similar sentiments. “This has been
a great opportunity to continue the
relationship we have with our Iraqi
partners,” Eastman said.

“The luncheon went very well,”
Shumate said. “It was good to have
the opportunity to build relation-
ships and maintain the friendship
the 287th leadership began.”

Other Coalition partners present
were from the 229th Field Artillery
Regiment who will manage all CMO
operations in Maysan, Dhi Qar and
Muthanna provinces. Those leaders
included Eastman and Command
Sgt. Major Hector Font.
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Tennessee Guardsmen hand reins to Connecticut Reservists

BY STAFF SGT. KEITH M. ANDERSON
1671 SUst. BDE. PUBLIC AFFAIRS

CONTINGENCY OPERATING

BASE Q-WEST, Iraq — Soldiers of

the 3oth Combat Sustain-

" ment Support Battalion,

Tennessee Army Nation-

al Guard, wrapped up

a 12-month deploy-

~ ment cycle here and

welcomed  Soldiers

of the 395th CSSB, an Army Reserve

unit based out of New Haven, Conn.,

during a transfer of authority cer-

emony here at the Morale, Welfare

and Recreation base complex July
11.

The “Conquer” Soldiers of the
3oth CSSB, based out of Humbolt,
Tenn., a subordinate unit of the 16th
Sustainment Brigade, an active duty
unit based out of Bamberg, Germa-
ny, will assist in logistics operations
in northern Iraq.

“This transfer of authority dem-
onstrates the continuing commit-
ment of the United States to achieve

%

a free, democratic and secure Iraq,”
said Col. Martin B. Pitts, command-
er, 16th Sust. Bde. “Command Sgt.
Maj. (James E.) Spencer, (command
sergeant major, 16th Sust. Bde.), our
‘Knight’ Warriors and I are honored
to have had the opportunity to serve
with the ‘Conquer’ Soldiers. We
welcomed you into our brigade last
October, and it is our pleasure to be
able to see you off.”

“Your battalion’s achievements
during this rotation have been ab-
solutely remarkable,” Pitts said. “I
would just like to say, job exceed-
ingly well done!””

Lt. Col. Tommy H. Baker, com-
mander, 3o0th CSSB, thanked his
Soldiers for the work they had done
during the deployment.

“Providing command and control
for the largest battalion within the
16th Sust. Bde., and the 3d Sustain-
ment Command (Expeditionary),
has been both tough and challeng-
ing,” Baker said. “We have conduct-
ed over 1,000 convoys spanning
more than 2.9 million miles and

stretching from Habur Gate (on the
Turkish border in northern Iraq) all
the way to Camp Buehring, Kuwait.
We have sustained the entire Multi-
National Division — North with vital
logistics for the past ten months. We
could not have done this without the
dedication of all the Soldiers stand-
ing here today.”

Sgt. Don Burkeen, driver, 3oth
CSSB, and native of Sharon, Tenn.,
received a combat action badge dur-
ing the deployment after his convoy
came under small arms fire during
an enemy attack in January.

Burkeen said that he was proud of
all he’d learned during the deploy-
ment, but he was proudest that all
his Soldiers and that member of his
team were coming home.

“I'm going home, my gunner is
going home, and the two Soldiers...
are going home,” Burkeen said.

Burkeen’s gunner, Staff Sgt. Pat-
rick Reilly, a native of Clarkesville,
Tenn., agreed with Burkeen.

“It means we did our job,” Reilly
said.

Baker and Command Sgt. Maj.
Larry L. Tidwell, command sergeant
major, 30th CSSB, cased their battal-
ion colors during the ceremony and
formally relinquished authority to
Lt. Col. Dennis Dockery, command-
er, 395th CSSB, and Command Sgt.
Maj. Gerry-Jay James, command
sergeant major, 395th CSSB.

“goth CSSB, you have left us big
shoes to fill, and we are honored to
step into them as your successors,”
said Dockery. “When each of us took
our oath to join the Army, we start-
ed on an individual course, a course
that has led us here, to Q-West, as
a family, an Army of one. We have
been called upon to complete the
next part of our nation’s mission in
Operation Iraqi Freedom. The 30th
CSSB’s mission is complete and
their footprints will guide us and al-
low us to improve upon the founda-
tion they’ve built.”

The “Rock Steady, Support
Ready,” Soldiers of the 395th CSSB
will begin their 12-month deploy-
ment to Q-West.

JTF Eagle Soldiers earn Combat Patch

BY CAPT. VANESSA R. BowMaN
37t EnG. BN. PAO, 55511 ENG. BDE.

JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq — Holiday celebrations
gained additional significance for
- Joint Task Force Eagle service mem-
bers after receiving their combat
patches for Operation Iraqi Free-
dom in a ceremony here July 4.
Coalition members assigned
to the 37th Engineer Battalion
(Combat) (Airborne) from Fort Bragg, N.C., 887th
Engineer Company (Support) from Fort Campbell,
Ky., and Air Force 732d Expeditionary Civil Engi-
neer Squadron Detachment 6 earned their combat
patches. The JTF Eagle is authorized to wear the
20th Eng. Brigade (Combat) (Airborne) patch, a
higher headquarters of the 37th Eng. Bn., and the
887th Eng. Co. (Support).
Receiving the combat patch on the 4th of July
held special meaning to those in the ceremony.
JTF Eagle Chaplain (Capt.) Tim Behnke from Fort

Bragg, N.C. shared his feelings on the occasion.

“It was neat that the day that we celebrate our
nation’s independence is the same day we donned
the combat patch that symbolizes our commitment
to the fight for freedom,” said Behnke.

Donning the combat patch is familiar to many
members of JTF Eagle who are Veterans of Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom or Operation Enduring Free-
dom, or both.

“Even though this is my third combat patch the
ceremony had meaning for me again,” said Capt.
Aaron Williams, commander of Headquarters
and Headquarters Company, 37th Eng. Bn. “I was
proud to be a part of the formation with the Sol-
diers of my company.”

While there are a number of returning Veterans
participating in the ceremony, for many, this cer-
emony is still their first. To these service members
the combat patch denotes the wearer has met, first-
hand, the challenge of having their abilities and
training tested in the reality of deployment.

“The combat patch shows those with who has

experience,” said Spc. Matthew D. Butler, HHC,
37th Eng. Bn. from Looneyville, W. Va. “It shows
who has met challenges of deployment and can ef-
fectively teach from first-hand experience not just
training experiences.”

In his address to the Soldiers of JTF Eagle, Lt.
Col. Paul Huszar, commander of JTF Eagle — 37th
Eng. Bn., a native of Akron, Ohio and Sebring, Fla.,
describes why this milestone of deployment is so
significant.

“That patch represents the Soldiers who have
come before you, some who gave the ultimate sac-
rifice. It represents the sacrifices that you, your
friends, and families willingly undertake on behalf
of a grateful nation,” he said. “It represents your
battle buddies to your left and right with whom you
will form bonds that may very well last a lifetime.
And it represents the blood, sweat, and tears you
will devote to the success of our mission and care of
each other, that we now dedicate ourselves to over
the course of this next year together.”

Sgt. Maj. branch manager briefs senior NCOs

BY Spc. KivyosHr C. FREEMAN
ExPEDITIONARY TIMES STAFF

JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq

— Sgt. Maj. Ga-

" briella Russum

v . briefed senior

=~ noncommis-

sioned offi-

_. cers on the

“changes

to the ser-

geant major/command ser-

geant major management
system here June 23.

The sergeants major
branch assignment manager
from the Army’s Human Re-
sources Command, Russum
discussed with a roomful of
senior enlisted leaders the

transformation the sergeants
major branch was under-
going in order to meet the
changing needs of the Army.

“I came over to talk to
senior leaders about future
concepts about command
sergeant major manage-
ment,” Russum said. “We
want them to be aware of the
constant changes to the en-
vironment that we’re in.”

The information was par-
ticularly important for pro-
motable master sergeants,
she said, who are the most
affected by the new manage-
ment system.

The biggest change—and
the most controversial, she
admitted—was the initiative
to drastically alter the pro-

motion system itself. Previ-
ously, a promotion board
selected senior NCOs for
promotion and identified
others as alternates to at-
tend the United States Army
Sergeants Major Academy at
Fort Bliss, Texas.

The former strategy of
Train — Select — Promote
will transform into a new
Select — Train — Promote
strategy starting with Ser-
geants Major Course Class
60, which is slated to begin
in August 2009. Under this
system senior NCOs must be
selected and then success-
fully complete training and
a background screening at
the academy before they are
eligible for promotion, she

explained.

In addition, Russum dis-
cussed an initiative to change
the selection process for
command sergeants major.
The Army, she said, wants
to place a greater emphasis
on experience in a command
position, as opposed to ad-
ministrative.

It’s a particularly touchy
subject, she said, especially
for those senior NCOs who
were planning to attend the
academy soon. While SMC
Class 60 will be filled by the
existing  brigade/battalion
command selection process,
the qualifications are dif-
ferent. Only command ser-
geants major and sergeants
major who possess the req-

uisite skills and experience
to fill an operations sergeant
major or command sergeant
major position will be select-
ed.

However, she said that
once this strategy was fully
implemented, command ser-
geants major who finish their
time in a certain position
will become a sergeant ma-
jor again, and can compete
again for another command
sergeant major position.

Russum regularly makes
trips like this one to visit and
speak with senior noncom-
missioned officers. She said
it was important for them to
stay informed on the chang-
es to the future management
of their career field.
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Iraqi, Coalition Engineers’ Partner for Bridge Training

BY CAPT. VANESSA BowMAN
36tH ENG. BN. PAO,
55511 ENG. BDE.

JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq — Presi-

. dent John F. Kennedy

‘= _once said, “There

Y . are risks and costs

dpcna ¢ to a program of ac-

. tion, but they are

3 | far less than the

. .~ long-range risks

" and costs of com-

fortable inaction.” Nearly 50 years

later, the Soldiers of 50th Multi-Role

Bridge Company (MRBC) embody

these words by performing tasks pre-

viously untried by engineer bridge
units in Iraq.

During the last six years of Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom, United Stated
Army Corps of Engineers, Coalition
and U.S. Armed Forces Engineers
have built and maintained the bridg-
es that enable Iraqis to work toward
leading normal lives.

When the 50th MRBC from Ft.
Leonard Wood, Mo., arrived in Iraq
in December 2008 they faced a less
familiar war than their predecessors.
Increased security and stability in
the country enables the Operational
Environment Owners to center their
focus on improving the strength of
Iraqi Security Forces through part-
nerships. Because of this the 50th
MRBC knew they could not spend
the next 12 months building bridges
without also focusing on training the
ISF as well.

In April 2009, a group of 20 Army
Engineers spent 10 days teaching
construction and maintenance of
Mabey and Johnson Bridge to Iraqi
Army Soldiers from the 5th IA Field
Engineer Regiment. The two weeks
of instruction culminated in a joint

bridge repair. One month later, an-
other group of Soldiers from the 50th
MRBC set out to teach more Iraqis,
but this time near Tikrit with the 4th
IA FER.

Led by Staff Sgt. Jason Peace, sec-
tion sergeant with the 50th MRBC
‘Pirates’ Soldiers moved to Tikrit
with two interpreters and three Sol-
diers from the 5th IA FER who were
educated during the first block of in-
struction.

“We taught them everything, from
site layout, construction, and decon-
struction,” explained Peace. “Our
goal is to teach them everything we
know.”

Fighting through the heat and
several sand storms, IA Soldiers con-
structed a 40 meter stretch of bridge
within their joint compound.

“We gave them several classes and
were hands on during the first days of
the build. But, near the end the Iraqi
Officers and NCOs were in the lead of
the operation,” said Sgt. Mootaz Al-
Sultani, 50th MRBC.

During the course of constructing
the bridge, Soldiers from both armies
shared opportunities to bond. Many
50th MRBC Soldiers sat down to
breakfast and lunch meals with their
Iraqi counterparts each day. In addi-
tion to Soldiers sharing meals, leaders
from the 50th MRBC were invited to
dine in the Officers Mess Hall. Meals
included rice, chicken, flat bread, and
ended with tea and stories of bridges
built in the United States and across
Iraq. Many Iraqi Officers were Vet-
erans of the Iran Iraq War, and had
many stories to tell about their expe-
rience building improvised bridges.

At another point in the training,
the crane and hydraulic excavator,
used to move extremely heavy steel I-
beams called transoms, experienced

U.S. Army Photo by 2nd Lt. John Cook

The Mabey and Johnson bridge was constructed for training for Soldiers from the 4th
Iraqi Army Field Engineer Regiment and 50th Multi-Role Bridge Company, who gath-
ered to commemerate and celebrate the accomplishment by “proofing the bridge.”

mechanical trouble. Immediately,
the operation became a hands-on
mission.

“The IA were really driven and our
Soldiers were excited for the training
too,” said Staff Sgt. Stephen Collier,
50th MRBC. “We wouldn’tlet broken
equipment stop work so we used all
the Soldiers on site, Iraqi and Ameri-
can, to move bridge pieces by hand.
It was a great team building moment
for the entire group out there.”

Once the bridge was constructed
Soldiers, from both sides, celebrat-
ed the accomplishment by proving
the bridge’s strength by driving the
heaviest vehicle available over it; a
practice called proofing the bridge.

Training with the Soldiers from

the 4th IA FER culminated in a joint
mission to the Al Fatah Bridge. Once
on site, TA officers and leaders from
the 50th MRBC inspected the bridge
for any deficiencies.

Second Lt. John Cook, a 50th
MRBC platoon leader said “IA Sol-
diers performed the routine repairs
American Soldiers do and replaced
some broken pieces of deck on the
bridge.”

The 50th MRBC plans to continue
their partnership with the 4th and
5th TA Field Engineer Regiments.
By including Iraqis during missions,
they hope to prepare them to suc-
cessfully maintain their own bridges
and eventually their own bridge unit.
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Fiscus takes reins of the 1st Bn, 402nd AFSB

BY SUMMER BARKLEY
402np AFSB PAO

JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq -- Lt.

----,. Col. Paul R. Fiscus

e . assumed command

* 7 of the 1st Battalion,

s’ 402nd Army F1e1d

. Support Brigade

- in a ceremony

= here July 8, pre-

sided by Col.

Brian R. Haebig, the 402nd AFSB
commander.

Fiscus assumed command from
Lt. Col. James S. Moore, who held
command for one year.

Moore thanked Maj. Gen. Robert
M. Radin, Army Sustainment Com-
mand commander and Haebig for,
“having the trust and confidence in
me and giving me the opportunity
to command.”

Moore also thanked the battal-
ion leadership, staff, Soldiers, ci-
vilians and contractors.

“We have been down a challeng-
ing road this year,” Moore said.
“We have a long list of dedicated
military, DA (Department of the
Army) civilians and contractors
who have provided unwavering
support to the Warfighters in this
theater.”

Haebig said that by his count,
Moore commanded the largest bat-
talion in the United States Army
and said that one of Moore’s great-

U.S. Army Photo by Spc. Brian A. Barbou
Col. Brian R. Haebig, 402nd Army Field
Support Brigade commander, passes the
colors to incoming 1st Battalion, 402nd
AFSB commander, Lt. Col. Paul R. Fiscus
during a change of command ceremony
July 8, at Joint Base Balad, Iraq.

est qualities is his ability to visual-
ize and plan for the future.

Haebig praised the “historical
mark” Moore has made for the
battalion and cited the recent bat-
talion’s recognition of the Distin-
guished Units of the Quartermaster
Regiment presented by Brig. Gen.
Jesse R. Cross, the Quartermaster
Center and School commanding
general and the 50th Quartermas-
ter General, just three weeks ago.

“It [the DUOR] is a legacy you
and your team shall cherish for
the rest of your life.” Haebig said.
“James, you've done well!”

Haebig said Fiscus is a warrior

U S. Army Photo by Spc. Brian A. Barbour

Leaders from the 402nd Army Field Support Brigade conducted a change of a com-
mand ceremony for the 1st Battalion, 402nd AFSB between Lt. Col. James S. Moore to
Lt. Col. Paul R. Fiscus at Joint Base Balad, Iraq July 8. Other senior logisticians present
were from the 3¢ Sustainment Command (Expeditionary): (From left to right) Brig. Gen.
Michael J. Lally, 3¢ ESC commander; Moore, outgoing 1st Bn., 402nd AFSB commander;
Command Sgt. Maj. Willie C. Tennant Sr. 3¢ ESC command sergeant major; and Col.
Cheri A. Provancha, 3¢ ESC support operations officer in charge.

who is experienced in training and
combat; Fiscus last assignment
was Army G-4 where he gained
experience and understanding of
sustainment logistics.

“And, most importantly, he un-
derstands what great capability
the Army Materiel Command has
as the beginning and end-all of the
Materiel Enterprise,” he said.

Vietham veteran re-enlists in Iraq

BY CAPT. NATALIA
MERCEDES-WILLIAMS
UPAR, 18t CSSB, 161H
SuUsT. BDE.

CONTINGENCY OPERAT-

ING SITE MAREZ-EAST,

Iraq — Sgt. 1st Class Her-

+, shel L. May-

=9k " field, a native

7 of Tallassee,

. Ala,, has

. been serv-

- ing in the

= Army for

39 years;

thirty-seven have been with

the 158th Maintenance

Company, Alabama Army
National Guard.

Mayfield decided that it
was time again to re-enlist
the Guard and continue to
serve his country for two
more years.

“Everything I do today is
done with the next genera-
tion in mind and how I can
influence them to do the
same for their nation,” said

Mayfield.
Mayfield joined the
Guard, re-classifying as

a light-wheel vehicle me-

chanic with a desire to con-
tinue serving his country
as a Soldier. He thanks
his wife of 30 years and
his children for supporting
him throughout his mili-

tary career.

“It is a way of life and
they’ve learned to live in it,”
said Mayfield. His Family
has dealt with his absence
due to three deployments

and numerous training
events.

“I joined the military
because the base was adja-
cent to my home, and in or-

der to have freedom, some-

U.S. Army Photo by Staff Sgt. Martonio Patterson

one has to do the job,” said
Mayfield. “It also provided
me with benefits that no
other civilian job has.”

Mayfield re-enlisted to
serve for another two years
while deployed in support
of Operation Iraqi Freedom
08-10.

Mayfield has served a to-
tal of 39 yearsin the service;
two years as an infantry-
man on active duty and 37
years with the Alabama Na-
tional Guard. During this
period, he was deployed to
Vietnam in 1969, Kosovo in
1996, and most recently to
Mosul, Iraq in 2008.

Capt. Irvin Morris presents Sgt.
1st Class Hershel L. Mayfield,
158th Maintenance Company,
18th Combat Sustainment Sup-
port Battalion, 16th Sustain-
ment Brigade, with a certificate
of re-enlistment at Contingency
Operating Site Marez-East, Iraq
July 7. Mayfield, a native of Tal-
lassee, Ala., has been serving in
the Army for 39 years - 37 have
been with the 158th Maint. Co.,
Alabama Army National Guard.
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5th IA Field Engineer Regiment and JTF Eagle
partner to complete Diyala project

STORY AND PHOTO BY
CaAPT. VANESSA R. BowMAN
371H ENG. BN. PAO

FORWARD OPERATING
BASE GHALIBIYAH, Iraq
4 — As Iraq com-

" . memorated
ig’ Sovereign

w3 Day, Iraqi

-, Army Sol-

- diers and

= Coalition

" members

of Joint Task Force Eagle
partnered and completed
the joint construction of a
new operations center in
Diyala province.

JTF Airmen from 732d
Expeditionary Civil Engi-
neer Squadron Detachment
6, Soldiers from the 555th
Engineer Brigade and the
5th IA Field Engineer Regi-
ment trained on carpentry
skills during interior reno-
vation of two hard-stand

structure and building of
two additional Southwest
Asia huts that serve as office
and living space at the new
Diyala Operations Center.
The 1st Stryker Brigade
Combat Team, 25th Infan-
try Division ‘Arctic Wolves’
Commander Col. Burdett

K. Thompson and Lt. Col.
Paul S. Sarat, deputy bri-
gade commander recog-
nized Coalition Soldiers
with certificates of achieve-

Airmen from 732d Expeditionary Civil Engineer Squadron Detachment 6, Joint Task Force Eagle pre-
pare to receive their certificates of appreciation at Joint Base Balad, Iraq July 3.

.,_.t

16™ SUSTAINMENT

BRIGADEy &
16th Sustainment Brigade “Knights” at COB Q-West
http://www.16sustainment.army.mil /

ment for their part in the
construction project. Sarat
presented the certificates in
a ceremony at Joint Base
Balad July 3. The ‘Arctic
Wolves’ serve as the opera-
tion environment owners
for the area.

“For dedication and sup-
port to your superb con-
struction efforts on Forward
Operating Bases Lion and
Cruz,” read Thompson’s ci-
tation. “You are recognized
for performing your duties
in an exceptional manner
and your skills were instru-
mental in the construction
successes on both FOBs.”

Since the security agree-
ment directed drawback
of Coalition forces from
specified Iraqi cities, en-
gineer Soldiers have been
engaged in construction
efforts to create work and
living spaces outside city
areas to continue partner-
ship operations. The DOC
supports the intent of the
security agreement and is
tangible evidence of contin-
ued successful partnership
between U.S. and Iraqi Se-
curity Forces.

The first phase of con-
struction on at the DOC
started Jun. 7. This phase
included renovation of the
interior of existing build-
ings to improve electrical
wiring, build interior par-
titions for office space and
construct meeting rooms.
Immediately upon comple-
tion of the first phase on

Jun. 15 IA Soldiers were
able to occupy the build-
ings.

The second phase that
was finished Jul. 1 resulted
in the construction of the
two SWA huts. Designed to
serve as either open bay of-
fice areas or living space the
SWA huts provided the op-
portunity for 5TH IA FER
Soldiers to train on carpen-
try, a building skill that is
less common than masonry
in Iraqi construction.

U.S. Air Force Maj. Mark
S. Donnithorne, command-
er of Det 6, from Elmendorf
Air Force Base, Alaska and
assigned to the 3rd Civil
Engineer Squadron said
the DOC construction was a
good challenge for the Det
6 team.

“Twenty Det 6 Airmen
worked on the project,”
said Donnithorne. “At this
site the Detachment had
to make sure the materials
were right for the project
and finalize layout to ensure
that the needs of the DOC
were met by coordinating
through the multi-national
partners.”

Facilities such as the
DOC increase operational
capabilities and integration
of the IA with their coalition
partners as well as with lo-
cal efforts such as the Sons
of Iraq. These dedicated
facilities are critical as the
ISF expand their lead in se-
curing peace and stability
in Diyala.
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Soldier,

STORY AND PHOTO BY
Sec. KivosHi C. FREEMAN
ExPEDITIONARY TIMES STAFF

JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq
- A splash of
¢ green. It’s the

* 7 first thing

7 . that strikes

v a visitor
. when they
see Chief

Warrant Officer 3 David M.

Craig’s containerized hous-

ing unit—a splash of green

in a sea of uniformity.

Everyothercontainerized
housing unit, or CHU, looks
the same: whitewashed,
little rooms entombed by
walls of crumbling green
and brown sandbags, dirt
and concrete t-walls. But
Craig’s CHU is different,
flanked and surrounded by
verdant gardens—a splash
of green.

A support operations of-
ficer with 3¢ Sustainment
Command (Expeditionary)
from Fort Knox, Ky., Craig
said he took up gardening
in Iraq for the challenge,
and to help cope with stress

=

civilian united by green thumbs

from work and the deploy-
ment, which is the fifth of
his mlhtary career.

“Evaporation’s going to
be your biggest enemy,”
said the native of Big Clifty,
Ky. The soil here is not very
good at retaining water
due to the heat, a challenge
Iraqi farmers must contend
with, he said.

Taking a cue from his
Iraqi counterparts, Craig,
who was gardening since
he was a child, designed
and built his own pots with
an underground irrigation
system—PVC pipes with
holes drilled at intervals. A
layer of rocks and sand at
the bottom helped to drain
water when it did rain.

Craig said he went
around the base looking for
decent soil, and eventually
found it when someone was
digging out trenches.

“And believe it or not,
the soil underneath where
the trash collects is rich in
nutrients,” he said. Lettuce,
coffee grounds and banana
peels were layered into the
soil to provide even more
nutrients for the plants.

Chief Warrant Officer 3 David M. Craig, a support operations of-
ficer, 3¢ Sustainment Command (Expeditionary), poses with part
of his garden at Joint Base Balad, Iraq July 10. The native of Big
Clifty, Ky., grew approximately 20 different kinds of vegetables in
his gardens during his 15-month deployment.

Squash, green beans,
radishes, cucumbers, car-
rots, corn, peppers and wa-
termelon were just some of
the vegetables Craig said he
was able to grow. Aside for
sunflowers, though, deco-
rative flowers proved too
delicate to the heat.

Craig spent an hour and
half every day watering his
plants, he built nets to keep
away birds, and used soap

dish water and water mixed
with cayenne pepper to kill
insects.

John and Densie Allred
of Harriman, Tenn., pro-
vided many of the garden-
ing tools Craig needed. A
veteran of the Navy, John
said he knows the impor-
tance of a personal con-
nection to America, espe-
cially for a deployed service
member.

“We're very proud to
have made friends with
[Craig], and we plan to
continue staying in contact
and supporting him in the
future,” John wrote in an
email.

The couple, who has their
own garden, plans to sup-
port another service mem-
ber when Craig returns to
the U.S.

The most rewarding as-
pect of his garden, Craig
said, are the vegetables he
was able to grow and eat.
He plans to harvest his
corn and grill them during
the 4th of July.

A civilian contractor will
take custody of Craig’s gar-
den. A vegetarian, the civil-
ian will use the plants to
supplement his own diet.
Craig said he couldn’t hope
to find a better person to
bestow his garden to, and
he’s glad to see it will still
be in use after he leaves
Iraq.

“We hope other service
members will follow his
example and do the same,”
John wrote. “Gardening is
rewarding and relaxing.”

‘Dark Knights’ make firing range a safe place

STORY AND PHOTO BY
1671 SUST. BDE.
PUBLIC AFFAIRS

CONTINGENCY OPERAT-

ING BASE Q-WEST, Iraq —

Soldiers from the 16th Spe-

cial Troops Battalion, 16th

+, Sustainment

S r Brigade, qual-

¢ ified on their

T . Mu6 rifles at

 Sykes range

. here June
22-24.

The three-day train-

ing event was the last M16

qualification in Iraq before

their redeployment to Bam-

berg, Germany.
The “Dark Knights” of
Headquarters and Head-

quarters Company, 16th
STB, assumed range re-
sponsibilities. Capt. Rus-

sell Matusiak, range offi-
cer in charge, and Sgt. 1st
Class Nancy Fisher, range
noncommissioned officer
in charge led Soldiers from
HHC to help ensure the
16th STB Soldiers qualified
on their assigned weapons.

In a three-day period, 78
Soldiers from the battalion
qualified, as well as sev-
eral Soldiers from attached

Soldiers from 16th Special Troops Battalion, 16th Sustainment Brigade, take aim at their targets during
a qualification range at Contingency Operating Base Q-West, Iraq June 22.

units. Qualification con-
sisted of the new standards
of the prone supported,
prone unsupported and the
kneeling unsupported posi-
tions.

“The elements posed a
challenge formany Soldiers”
said Staff Sgt. Natasha Du-
mig, tower NCO. “But even
with all the gear, new shoot-
ing positions, and heat, the

Soldiers
qualified.”
The range began at 4:30
a.m., avoiding the sum-
mer Iraqi heat. Each day
the temperature reached

persevered and

over one-hundred degrees.
Range safeties ensured the
Soldiers at the range had
shade as well as ice water,
sports drinks and snacks to
prevent any heat injuries.

“There was great feed-
back during the after action
review that were conducted
daily,” said Fisher. “Soldiers
said that they felt more con-
fident in their firing capa-
bilities after having a coach
with each firer during the
zeroing phase of the range.
Several firers mentioned
that the range was well or-
ganized and proficient.”

There was one safety for
every three firers to en-
sure everyone remained in
the complete uniform and
practiced muzzle awareness
at all times.

“Overall, the qualification
range was a success since
there were no injuries or
heat casualties and Soldiers
improved their skills with
their individually assigned
weapons,” said Fisher. “But
mostly, the Dark Knights
would never quit until the
mission and task was com-
plete.”
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Texas Guardsmen

STORY AND PHOTOS BY
Sec. KiyosHr C. FREEMAN
ExPEDTIONARY TIMES STAFF

AL ASAD AIR BASE, Iraq — Texas
Guardsmen here are
set to return home

" in August following
_a nine-month tour
of duty escorting

. logistics convoys

- around Iragq.

Task  Force
Avalanche, 2nd Battalion, 142nd
Infantry Regiment (Texas Army
National Guard) primarily escort-
ed fuel trucks from the Jordanian
border to Coalition bases like
Victory Base Complex in Bagh-
dad. The Soldiers drove over 2.5
million miles escorting 55,000
trucks, which delivered 70 mil-
lion gallons of fuel to support Co-
alition operations.

“We had a large part in keeping
all the vehicles and generators
running while we were here in
Iraq,” said Lt. Col. Mark L. Bur-
kett, 2nd Bn., 142nd Inf. Regt.
commander.

Many of the Soldiers deployed

*..

to Iraq before. Burkett, a native of
Canyon, Texas who was stationed
in 2005 at Tallil, said the best
part of this deployment was see-
ing all the positive changes which
took place in Iraq.

“In 20035, it was the wild west.
It was very difficult to move any-
thing in from Jordan and to get it
here in one piece,” he said. “It’s
not quite like driving I-10 back in
the States, but it’s getting closer.
It’s getting a lot closer.”

Sgt. 1st Class Jose M. Orozco,
a platoon commander with Bravo
Company, said the difference is
like night and day compared to
his first deployment to Iraq.

“In 2004 and 2005 we were
bombed nearly every day, every
time we were outside the wire we
found a (roadside bomb),” said
the native of Hillsboro, Texas.

According to figures released
by Multi-National Forces-Iraq,
nationwide, attacks are at their
lowest levels since August 2003,
and the weekly average is 70 per-
cent lower than it was last year.

The improvement in security
affects how units like Task Force

Avalanche execute their mission,
which Orozco said was the big-
gest adjustment Veterans such as
him had to make.

“During previous deployments,
pretty much, we owned the road,”
said Capt. David Alderman, com-
manding officer, Co. B, in a pre-
vious interview. Coalition forces
would often take control of inter-
sections and not allow unknown
vehicles to stray too close to their
convoys, which was an unfortu-
nate but necessary precaution at
the time, he said.

Now Coalition forces share the
road with Iraqis, not unlike how
military convoys work in any oth-
er host nation.

“As we're traveling, we’ll move
over, allow them to bypass our
convoys when it’s safe,” Alder-
man said. “In that way, we’re not
hindering their movement and
they’re not hindering our move-
ment.”

Another facet of sharing the
road with Iraqis includes partner-
ing with the Iraqi Highway Patrol
and the Iraqi Police, Burkett said.
Task Force Avalanche worked

Base, Iraq.

Battalion,

Sergeant 1st Class Jose M.
Orozco, from Hillsborough,
Texas, takes a swing at a
pinata during a Cinco de
Mayo celebration at Al Asad
Air Base, Iraq May 5. Every
month, the Soldiers of 2nd

Regiment celebrate a differ-
ent cultural holiday.

with police along their routes,
provided medical care to Iraqi
civilians injured in an accident,
and even invited Iraqi Army offi-
cers to a Texas-style barbeque.

A police officer from Hillsboro,
Texas, Orozco said he took par-
ticular pride in mentoring and
getting to know his Iraqi coun-
terparts. He said he had a lot of
respect for what they did to help
make Iraq more safe and secure.

Burkett enjoyed meeting Iraqis
like the chief of police for Hit, a
city in Anbar province. “He is the
type (of person) that’s going to
make Iraq a success,” he said.

The Soldiers of Task Force
Avalanche, 2nd Bn., 142nd Inf.
Regt. were mobilized with the
56th (Infantry) Brigade Combat
Team in August 2008. Falling un-
der the 36th Infantry Division of
the Texas Army National Guard,
the unit’s insignia is a distinctive
olive drab “T” on a blue arrow-
head.

They will transfer their mis-
sion to units from the Missis-
sippi Army National Guard next
month.

A Texas guardsman with Bravo Company, 2nd Battalion, 142nd Infantry
Regiment refuels a humvee on a highway in western Iraq Feb. 15. The unit
escorts fuel convoys from the Jordanian border to hubs such as Al Asad Air

142nd Infantry
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Texas Army National Guardsmen take a moment to sit and eat during a Cinco de Mayo celebration at Al
Asad Air Base, Iraq May 5. Every month the Soldiers of 2nd Battalion, 142nd Infantry Regiment celebrate
a different cultural holiday.

1 as guards h 2nd Battalion, 142nd Infantry Regiment re-
L 2= lax hile waiting for a mission briefing to start at Al Asad Air Base,
g Feb. 13. Thewunit is responsible for escorting fuel convoys

y Y b - : from the Jordanian border to hubs such as Al Asad, where the fuel
s f - f_ ¥+ is then dispensed to smaller bases.
y b =
| : 5 o di—

First Sgt. ari, Bravo
Company, on, 142nd
Infantry Regiment, shakes hands
with an Iragi policeman during a
convoy from Camp Korean Vil- |
lage, Iraq, to Trebil Gate along
the Jordanian border. Scholari

remembered Iraqi from a
traffic accid oldiers from |
his unit 2 irst respond-—|

ers atithe scene, treating injured |
Ira X -_ N

ATexas guardsma

get at a range outside Ca
rean Village, Ira 14. Later ir
the day, Bedouin tribesmen were |
drawn by the sounds of gunfire,
eager to scrounge for the brass in
discarded shell casings.
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Northwestern ‘Neighbors’ partner for medevac training

BY SGT. Davip IsaAc
UPAR, Ist BN., 161sT INF. REGT.,
304711 Sust. BDE.

JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq — Re-
~ cently, two Pacific
B - Northwest-based
* £ Army National
"% Guard units part-
» nered in Iraq for
1 medical evacu-
~ ation  training
at the Air Force
Theater Hospital here.

Soldiers from the Seattle based
Washington =~ Army  National
Guard’s 1st Battalion, 161st Infan-
try Regiment and Oregon Army
National Guard’s Charlie Compa-
ny, 7th Battalion, 158th Aviation
Regiment from Salem, Ore., met
far from their evergreen home sta-
tions in the sandy Iraqi desert to
conduct the training.

Sgt.Brandon Names, a crew chief
from Albany, Ore., called the train-
ing, “MEDEVAC 101.” Names said
the classes change and are tailored
to the train based upon the unit’s
needs and requests. The training

typically includes aircraft famil-
iarization and operation, loading
and unloading patients from the
aircraft and landing zone/pick-up
zone set-up and operations.

On this night, the 1st Bn., 161st
Inf. Regt.’s Highlanders reviewed
the 9-line MEDEVAC request, in-
formation that flight medics need
to know to prepare for receiving
patients while en-route to the LZ,
how to prepare a patient for move-
ment on the aircraft, and loading
and unloading of patients on the
aircraft.

“People get excited when a he-
licopter shows up,” said Sgt. Ja-
son Westlund, a flight medic from
Corvalis, Ore., borrowing a phrase
from his platoon sergeant. He
said the training was important
and helps the flight crews and Sol-
diers on the ground work better
together.

He added, “On one mission, we
landed and the crew chief hadn’t
even opened the door when the
litter team had the patient at the
aircraft.”

Names said the familiarization
training helps avoid that kind of

confusion on the ground during
actual missions.

Westland added that the train-
ing exposes Soldiers who don’t
normally work around aircraft
with what to expect — rotor wash,
blowing dust and a lot of noise.

Sgt. Merissa Merlin, a flight
medic from Portland, Ore., said
the better ground medics and other
Soldiers understand how to work
around the aircraft the quicker the
patient is taken care of.

Names agreed and said work-
ing together before the mission “is
better for the patient.”

“Because of this training, we're
more in sync with the flight med-
ics and know how they like to see
patients prepped,” said Spc. Matt
Moeser, a Spokane, Wash., medic
from Headquarters and Headquar-
ters Co., 1st Bn., 161st Inf., Regt.

“Our missions take us outside
the wire and between forward op-
erating bases, so aero medevac is a
very real possibility,” said Sgt. 1st
Class Chad Bennett, the Highland-
er medical platoon sergeant from
Rathdrum, Idaho, who coordinat-
ed the training.

Bennett, who attended some
military courses with Co. C, 7th
Bn., 158th Aviation’s senior flight
medic said, “It’s important to train
with assets we’ll see in a combat
zone and at home in the state area
of operations.”

Names agreed, saying, “There’s
a good chance we could end up
working together when we’re at
home.”

“There’s a definite Northwest
personality that we identify with
and it feels like working with
home,” said Westlund.

That Northwest personality in-
cludes an affinity for well-made
coffee. To help bring a bit of home
to Iraq, the Oregon Soldiers built
a ‘Cascade Coffee’ in their morale,
welfare and recreation area.

Merlin, an instructor, said work-
ing with other Guard Soldiers from
the Pacific Northwest made it “feel
like we’re not so far from home.”

Soldiers from C Co, 7th Bn.,
158th Aviation Regt., arrived
here in May; as the 1st Bn., 161st
Inf. Regt., will redeploy in a few
weeks.

Knight brings Ohio elementary school a special gift

BY C4PT. NATALIA MERCEDES-
WiLLiams
UPAR, 18t CSSB, 16t1H SUST. BDE.

CONTINGENCY OPERATING
SITE MAREZ-EAST, Iraq —For
, one Soldier of the

ke - Headquarters and

- Headquarters Com-

“#z ., pany, 18th Combat

. Sustainment Sup-

1 port  Battalion,
16th Sustain-
ment  Brigade,

going back to her hometown on
a rest and recuperation break in-
volved more than visiting Family
members and relaxing.

First Lt. Jennifer Dyrcz, commu-
nication officer, 18th CSSB, visited
Rock Creek Elementary School in
Ohio, where she was a former stu-
dent, in order to give third-grade
students and her fourth-grade
teacher Brenda Headley a special
American flag. The flag was flown
for one day at Contingency Oper-
ating Site Marez-East.

The Rock Creek, Ohio, native
thanked the students for sending

care packages and correspondence
during the holidays and for her
unit support during the unit’s de-
ployment to Operation Iraqi Free-
dom.

“It was heartwarming to see how
interested the students were about
me and my Soldiers,” said Drycz.
“I was able to give back to the stu-
dents in the elementary school I
attended when I was younger.”

The students were able to watch
a slide show presentation depict-
ing how Soldiers live, interact and
perform their duties and missions
at Marez-East. The students also
had the opportunity to interview
Dyrcz and ask questions about her
experiences in Iraq. After the pre-
sentation, the third-graders fol-
lowed Dyrez out to the flagpole to
help raise the new flag.

“I was amazed how proud the
students were of their country and
the service members that protect
our freedom. It is nice to see that
there are people back home who
care about Soldiers and who took
interest in writing to us while de-
ployed,” said Dyrcz.

Courtesy photo

First Lt. Jennifer Dyrcz, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 18th Combat
Sustainment Support Battalion, 16th Sustainment Brigade, presented an American
flag to the students at Rock Creek Elementary School students at Rock Creek,
Ohio. The flag was flown over Contingency Operating Site Marez-East in Mosul,

Iraq May 27.

1 Uth Sustamrment Brigade

10th Sustainment Brigade, Camp Taji http://www.taskforcemuleskinner.army.mil/mm.asp
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JTF Eagle engineers constructs Bridge
Training at Iraqi Army Engineer School

BY CAPT. VANESSA R. BowMaN
371H ENG. BN. PAO,
5551w ENG. BDE.

CAMP TAJI, Iraq — Soldiers from
. the 4th, 5th and Head-

. quarters Iraqi Army

- Field Engineer Regi-

«k ' ments partnered with

. Coalition Soldiers

. from the 5oth
- Multi-Role Bridge
Company, Joint

Task Force Eagle to train on Mabey
and Johnson Bridge emplacement
at the Iraqi Army Engineer School
here July 3 to 13.

The IA Engineer School trains
400-500 IA Soldiers each rotation.
The 50th MRBC ‘Pirates,” a subordi-
nate of the 555th Engineer Brigade,
assist and instruct groups of ap-
proximately 20 to 30 IA Engineers
during a ten-day classroom and
hands-on bridge training.

“The 4th and 5th IA FER Soldiers
we trained with before are helping
to teach the Soldiers of Headquar-
ters IA FER,” said Staff Sgt. Jason
Peace, 50th MRBC from Felic-
ity, Ohio. “Teaching helps progress

Are you

their knowledge.”

The combined IA and U.S. train-
ing team instructs, advises and as-
sists the new class of IA Engineers
on site layout, bridge set parts iden-
tification, bridge emplacement, in-
spection, repair and maintenance.

“During this block of instruction
we are teaching them how to do the
bridge site set-up,” said Staff Sgt.
Fernando Villa, 5o0th MRBC from
Tucson, Ariz. “We are showing them
how to do all the measurements for
the pickets, rolling and leveling the
site, and placing the ground beams
that will support the bridge.”

Facilitating the partnership con-
sist of translating course materials,
technical manuals, and training site
instructions is by Sgt. Mootaz Al-
Sultani, 50th MRBC crew chief and
bridge park noncommissioned of-
ficer in charge. Al-Sultani, resident
of Arlington, Texas, emigrated from
Baghdad with his parents in 2000.

“During the classroom portion we
pass out hand-outs that have been
translated,” he said.

Al-Sultani also coordinates lo-
gistics and scheduling with the IA
FERs and the IA Engineer School.

feeling

depressed? Stressed
from working many late

hours?

Both Peace and Villa describe Al-
Sultani as a critical part to the suc-
cess of their mission.

“This training would not have
happened without Al-Sultani,” said
Villa.

IA FER Platoon Leader 2nd Lt.
Mohammed, another co- instructor,
said the IA Engineer School’s short-
age of translated technical manu-
als and classroom aids requires the
constant presence and assistance of
translators. Al-Sultani’s ability to
simplify and translate the language
and meaning of the material helps
mitigate the challenge of teach-
ing TA Engineer Soldiers, many of
whom have very limited reading
and writing skills.

“The classroom portion is the
hardest because so many have trou-
ble with reading and writing,” said
IA FER 2nd Lt. Hader, IA FER pla-
toon leader and co-instructor.

Because of the challenges in the
classroom the hands-on part of
training is what both the instructors
and students find the most useful.

“The hands-on part is much eas-
ier and when the Soldiers learn the
most,” said IA FER platoon leader

2nd Lt. Retha, who previously served
as an enlisted Air Defense Engineer.
“Even if the concepts that we are
training are new, they are picked up
very easily by the Soldiers when we
get to the hands-on portion.”

Peace, Villa and Al-Sultani get
the IA Soldiers together at the end
of the day to review the training and
outline what the Soldiers can expect
from the next day.

“Good job today getting the site
laid out and the ground beams set,”
said Peace. “Remember what you
did today because tomorrow you
will see it in class.”

The goal of the ten-day training
is to enable the students to learn
all the skills necessary to emplace,
maintain, inspect, repair and re-
move a 15-meter span of Mabey and
Johnson Bridge by themselves.

“It’s amazing how fast they've
caught on to the training,” said
Capt. John Davis, 50th MRBC com-
mander, watching the IA Students
take the lead on the independent
practical exercise portion of the
instruction. “It’s great to see the
IA Engineer Soldiers doing this on
their own.”

Be Willing to Listen

Stop by or call any Combat

Stress Control

centers

located throughout Iraq and
speak to a specially-trained
combat stress management

team.

Not all Wounds are. |- '
Prevent Suicide. |
it is your responsihility to get help for a fellow Soldier

[k to your Chaplain or a Behavioral Health Professional or Call Military OneSource 1-800-342-9647
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Transportation Soldiers make time for fun

BY 1ST LT. CHARLES YORK
UPAR, 233rD Trans. Co.,
167H SUST. BDE

CONTINGENCY OPERATING
BASE SPEICHER, Iraq —Soldiers
from the 233rd Trans-

I S - portation Company,
7 264th Combat Sus-
T . tainment Support

, Battalion, 16th Sus-

. tainment Brigade,

~ took a break from

their daily work load to participate
in a company organizational day.

The Soldiers of the 233rd Trans.
Co., drive heavy equipment trans-
portor missions weekly. Finding
time to participate in a company or-
ganizational day allowed the trans.
Soldiers a chance to rest and take
the opportunity to partake in team-
building events.

The organizational day was a pla-
toon versus platoon competition,
which consisted of volleyball, kick-
ball and ultimate football. The pla-
toons battled their way in each event
in order to obtain the most points

to ultimately become the company
champions. Out of the events, kick-
ball seemed to be the favorite, as
the platoons talked a big game and
taunted one another while showing
their team spirit and motivation to
win.

“I think that it is great that we
found time to bring the company to-
gether for a little competition,” said
2nd Lt. James Crump, maintenance
platoon leader, 233d Transporta-
tion Co., and native of Glasgow, Ky.
“Now we will definitely know who
the kickball champions really are.”

Kickball was not the only event
that had the Soldiers talking. There
was a mine field that had to be ne-
gotiated while blindfolded and also
a challenge called the three-meter
wall.

The three-meter wall was a test
consisting of a piece of rope held
by two Soldiers at chest height. The
goal for one team was to pass over
the rope from one side to the other.
The task seemed easy, but at the end
of the day only one team was is suc-
cessful at conquering the challenge.

The day ended at the main Mo-

Sgt. Joshua Garner, 233d Transportation Company, 264th Combat Sustainment Sup-
port Battalion, 16th Sustainment Brigade, negotiates the “mine field” during the unit’s
organizational day.

rale, Welfare and Recreation Center
where the winners were announced.
Out of the six platoons in the com-

pany, 4th platoon emerged victori-
ous by beating every platoon they
went up against in every event.

Sustainment Maintenance Companies exchange reins

STORY AND PHOTO BY
MaJ. TiMmoTHY OHLHAVER
28711 Sust. Bpe. PAO

CONTINGENCY OPERATING
BASE ADDER, Iraq — The 542nd
5 Maintenance Compa-
‘v ny from Fort Lewis,
¢ Wash., and the 546th

_ Maintenance Com-

%  pany from Fort

- Polk, La., conduct-

e ed a transfer of
authority here July 10.

The 542nd Maint. Co.’s history
dates back to 1941 during World
War II. Since 1941, the unit has
moved to many posts within the
United States. To include this tour,
the unit has been involved in sever-
al operations in Southwest Asia, to
include Operation Desert Storm/
Shield (1991) and Operation En-

—-—

s

urlng/Iraql Freedom (2003) OIF
08-10 is the first time in history
all Soldiers assigned to the 542nd
Maint. Co., deployed as a whole
since 1941.

The incoming unit, the 546th
Maint. Co., constituted in 1927, de-
activated in 1945 and reactivated
in 1947. Over the years, this unit
has been designated intermittently
as a maintenance, quartermaster
and ordnance unit.

Lt. Col. David Whaling, 157th
Combat Sustainment Support Bat-
talion commander, said that the
“542nd led the way in their field
and Soldiers knew they could be
counted on to do their jobs well.”
He reinforced the expertise of the
542nd and challenged the 546th to
“raise the bar even higher” during
their tour.

The 542nd Maint. Co., complet-
ed a 15-month deployment.

Capt. Ondrea I. Albert, 542nd Maintenance Company commander and 1st Sgt. James
B. Rowell roll their unit guidon as a symbol of the completion of their duties at Contin-
gency Operating Base Adder, Iraq July 10.
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Texas unit at home in Iraqi wilderness

BY STAFF SGT. JASON KENDRICK
56t BCT PUBLIC AFFAIRS

BAGHDAD - For the second time
in four years, troops

- from a Texas National

Guard unit finds them-

* selves in the full time
. service to their state
- and nation support-
ing Operation Iraqi
Freedom.

For some Soldiers of 2nd Battal-
ion, 142nd Infantry Regiment, 56th
Infantry Brigade Combat Team, de-
ployment to the Middle East bares
a close resemblance to home sta-
tion.

Known as the “High Plains In-
fantry”, the companies that com-
prise the battalion are primarily
found in the high plains area of the
panhandle of northwestern Texas.
This part of Texas has terrain that
is mostly flat with moderate eleva-
tion and has high winds and tem-
peratures during the summer; no
different than many parts of Iraq.

This time around, they secure
and escort convoys of critical sup-
plies, everything from beans and
bullets to water and fuel across
western Iraq in the famed Anbar
province.

“Every single widget we use, from
a slice of bread at chow to the fuel
that runs our generators is brought
in by ground convoy, and Texan
Soldiers are the ones protecting it,”
said Lt. Col. Christopher Link, 56th

Topic of the Week

IBCT operations officer of Mans-
field, Texas.

These convoy missions can take
several days to complete and when
rolling on the road, can stretch for
several miles from the lead vehicle
to the truck pulling up the rear.

“This mission normally puts
about 1,000 miles on each of our
trucks,” explained acting platoon
sergeant, Staff Sgt. Richard Shaver,
of Arlington, Texas.

For Shaver, most missions nor-
mally last about four or five days,
depending on execution times and
cooperating weather. That’s five
days of living out of a backpack,
sleeping irregular hours, operating
under the starry nights of western
Iraq and sleeping in makeshift huts
under the blaring desert sun.

Rolling out of the sprawling Vic-
tory Base Complex on the western
edge of Baghdad, Soldiers escort
more than 30 tractor trailer trucks
and start heading west in Mine
Resistant Ambush Protected Ve-
hicles.

“I like driving the MRAP be-
cause civilians [in smaller vehicles]
tend to stay clear when they see a
25,000 pound truck coming,” said
Spc. Timothy Stewart, a vehicle
driver from Rock Port, Texas.

The convoy traveled more than
250 miles during the night, often
times barely crawling along due to
sub-standard road conditions.

Along the way, a vehicle break-
down increases the timeline and

prompts Shaver to say, “We might
see daylight before we finish to-
night boys.” Once everyone has
pulled into their destination, they
refuel all vehicles and prepare for
another mission the next day.

After some rest and dinner,
many of the Soldiers begin to pre-
pare once again for a mission on
the Iraqi roads.

Like any mission, it requires flex-
ibility and capacity. On this night,
the Soldiers are put on standby
because of unfavorable road sta-
tus, only to be given a “Go,” after
many had relaxed and settled in for
a nights rest on the camp.

“You absolutely have to be flex-
ible in this mission, said Shaver.
“We can go from being stood down
and not moving to hitting an [start
point] within an hour.”

Like the rest of the convoy, the
platoon travels in elements: a se-
curity element for added safety and
to warn fellow Soldiers on the mis-
sion, another element escorts the
bulk of the semi-trucks with the
supplies, and another team acts
as maintenance recovery for vehi-
cles that may experience problems
ranging from transmission prob-
lems to something as innocuous as
a simple flat tire.

“We operate in elements. Each
element operates semi-indepen-
dently of each other. Their tasks
being completed can make or break
a mission,” Shaver explained.

Alongtheroute the recovery team

got a chance to exercise their skills
as a fuel tanker had a tire blowout.
The blowout caused the loss of two
tires and both had to be replaced
before the mission could continue.

On this night however, this would
not be the only maintenance issue
that these Soldiers would be faced
with. A separate trailer had tire is-
sues as well, including the loss of
some of the highly important lug
nuts used to keep the wheels on
and rolling down the supply routes.
After some controlled substitution
amongst the contracted drivers of
the fuel tankers, the mission, once
again continued towards the Iraqi
capital. There would be, however,
one more breakdown.

This final breakdown happened
along the supply route to Baghdad
near Fallujah. This incident would
test the patience of the recovery
Crew.

Un-able to self-recover, Shaver’s
Soldiers wait hours on the outskirts
of Fallujah in searing heat while
maintaining security, protecting
the vital fuel in the tanker and wait
for addition recovery assets.

After the additional assets arrive,
the convoy moves as they finally
continue towards Victory Base
Complex for some well deserved
rest after hours on the road. Even
on the most inhospitable terrain in
Iraq and scorching temperatures,
the High Plains Infantrymen com-
plete their tasks with a unique pride
of accomplishment.

Courtesy of PS Magazine.
Soldiers using Army equip-
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Mastzer Light Switch

ment needing more informa-
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Sudoku

Level: Medium

The objective is to fill

the 9x9 grid so that
each column, each row, 4 5(6]|1
and each of the nine 1 62 9
3x3 boxes contains the
digits from 1 to 9 only 519 114
one time each. 6 | 1

Last weeks answers

9
sTilz[816 12l 1213 836 World\/\{a.rII. . .
518137 1(zl6 (o2 4. What British second lieutenant got the idea to fill a
4|76l 5[3][o] 8][1]2 34 canister shell with musket balls and a charge of gun-
3|2|5]of7|1]4]|6]8 powder?
o ; : 2 : 2 3; 2 6|7 8[1 5. What two countries claim two-thirds of the world’s
6l3lalil2l7l5(8]9 1 6|2 9 2,000-plus registered saints?
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TEST YOUR
KNOWLEDGE

1. What track favorite donned golden shoes to cap-
ture gold in both 200- and 400-meter 1996 Olympic
sprints?

2. What country boasts the largest number of Catho-
lics?

3. What was the B-17 long-range bomber nicknamed in
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1B;BALAD) ACTIMITIES;

INDOOR Tue., Thu., 6-7  Friday- 8 p.m. Saturday- Tuesday- 8 Aerobics:
POOL a.m., Chess & 10:30 p.m 8: 30p m. p.m. Monday,
Swim Lessons: 5-6 p.m Dominoes Cross Fit: 8-ball tourney: Foosball Wednesday,
Mon., Wed.,- 6 Edge Weapons Tourney: Mon., Wed., Tuesday- 2 tourney: Friday- 7 p.m.
p.m. & Stick Fight-  Friday- 8 p.m. Fri.,- 5:45 a.m., Tuesday- 8 Body by Midg-
Tue., Thu., ing Combative Salsa Class: am., 7am., 3 8:30 p.m. p.m. ett Toning
Sat.,- Training: Saturday- 8:30 p.m., Ping-pong Jam Session: Class:
6:30 p.m. Tue., Thur., p.m. 6 p.m. tourney: Tuesday- 7:30  Tue., Thu., - 7
AquaTraining: Sat.,- Poker: Tue., Thu.,- 7 Tuesday- 8:30 p.m p.m.
Tue., Thu.,- 8-10 p.m. Saturday- 7:30 a.m., p.m. 8-ball tourney: Dodge ball
7:30 p.m., 8:30 pm. 3 p.m. Spades: Wednesday- 8 Game:
p.m. EAST REC- Sunday- 5:45 Wednesday- 2 p.m Tuesday- 7:30
REATION H6 FITNESS a.m., a.m., Guitar Les- p.m.
EAST FIT- CENTER CENTER 7 a.m., 3 p.m. 8:30 p.m. sons: Furman’s
NESS 4-ball tourney: Spin: P90x: Salsa: Thursday- Martial Arts:
CENTER Sunday- 8 p.m  Sunday- 9 a.m.  Monday- Sat- Wednesday- 7:30 p.m Mon., Wed.,
Open Court 8-ball tourney: Mon., Wed., urday- 4:30 8:30 p.m. Game tourney:  Sun.,- I p.m.
Volleyball: Monday- 8 p.m  Fri.,-2am., 8  am., 4p.m., 9-ball: Thursday- 1 Gaston’s
Sunday- 6 p.m. Karaoke: am.2pm., 7 10 p.m. Thursday- 2 p.m, 8 p.m. Self-Defense
Aerobics: Monday- 8 p.m., 12 a.m. a.m., Enlisted Poker: Class:
Mon., Wed., p.m. 9 p.m. Soccer: 8:30 p.m. Friday- 1 p.m., Fri., Sat.- 7
Fri.- Swing Class: Tue., Thu., Tue., Thu.,- 8 Karaoke: 8 p.m. p.m.
5:30-6:30 a.m. Tuesday- 8 -5:45 a.m., p.m. Thursday- Officer Poker: Open court
Yoga Class: p.m. 9a.m., 8:30 Yoga: 8:30 p.m. Saturday- 1 basketball:
Mon., Fri.- 6-7  Table Tennis: p.m. Wednesday- 8 Dominos: p.m., 8 p.m. Thursday- 7
a.m. Tuesday- 8 Saturday- 9 p.m. Saturday- 8:30  Squat Compe- p.m.
Step Aerobics: p.m. a.m., 7 p.m. MACP Level p.m. tition: Open court
Mon., Wed., 9-ball tourney: Boxing: Ml Darts: Saturday- 8 soccer:
Fri.- Wednesday- 8  Sunday- 4 p.m.  Friday- 8 p.m.  Saturday- 8:30 p.m. Mon., Wed., - 7
5:30 p.m. p.m. Tue., Thu.,-2 5 on 5 Basket- p.m. p.m.
Condition- Dungeons & p.m. ball: WEST REC- WEST FIT- Zingano
ing Training Dragons: Boot Camp: Saturday- 8 REATION NESS Brazilian Jui
Class: Thursday- Sunday- 8:45 p.m. CENTER CENTER Jitsu:
Mon., Wed., 7:30 p.m. a.m Green Bean 3 on 3 basket- Tue., Thu.,-
Fri.- 7:15- Poetry Night: Tue.,Thu.,- 7 H6 RECRE- Karaoke: ball 8:30 p.m.
8 p.m. Thursday-8 p.m. ATION. Sun., Wed., tourney:
Brazilian Jui- p.m. Power Abs: CENTER 7:30pm Saturday- 7:30 CIRCUIT
Jitsu: 6-ball tourney: Mon., Tue., Bingo: 9-ball tourney: p.m. GYM
Mon., Wed., Thursday- 8 Thu., - 8 p.m.  Sunday- 8 p.m. Monday- 8 6 on 6 vol- Floor hockey:
Fri.- p.m. Friday- 9 p.m. Texas p.m. leyball Mon., Wed.,
8-9p.m. Caribbean CC Cross Fit: Hold’em: Ping-pong tourney: Fri.—
Abs-Aerobics: Night: Monday- Mon., Fri.,- 2 tourney: Friday- 7 p.m. 8-10 p.m

£3 UPCOMING SPORTS

Sunday 7/26/09
Atlanta Braves @ Milwaukee Brewers, Live 2 a.m. AFN/

prime atlantic

San Francisco Giants @ Colorado Rockies, Live 3 a.m. AFN/
sports

D.C. United @ San Jose Earthquakes, Live 5:30 a.m. AFN/

ON AFN

Chicago Cubs @ Philadelphia Phillies, Live 2 a.m. AFN/xtra

Tampa Bay Rays @ Chicago White Sox, Live 3 a.m. AFN/sports

Minnesota Twins @ Oakland Athletics, Live 5 a.m. AFN/xtra
Seattle Mariners (@ Detroit Tigers, Tape Delayed 3 p.m. AFN/
sports

Baltimore Orioles @ New York Yankees, Live 8 p.m. AFN/
sports

Thursday 7/23/09
Seattle Mariners (@ Detroit Tigers, Live 2 a.m. AFN/xtra

Boston Red Sox @ Texas Rangers, Live 3 a.m. AFN/sports
Cincinnati Reds @ Los Angeles Dodgers, Live 5 a.m. AFN/xtra
Los Angeles Angels @ Kansas City Royals, Tape Delayed 3
p-m. AFN/sports

San Francisco Giants @ Atlanta Braves, Live 8 p.m. AFN/sports

Friday 7/24/09
Chicago Sky @ Washington Mystics, Live 2 a.m. AFN/xtra

Minnesota Twins @ Los Angeles Angels, Live 5 a.m. AFN/xtra
Pittsburgh Pirates @ Arizona Diamondbacks, Live 3 p.m. AFN/
sports

Cinncinati Reds @ Chicago Cubs, Live 9 p.m. AFN/sports

Saturday 7/25/09
Baltimore Orioles @ Boston Red Sox, Live 2 a.m. AFN/xtra

New York Mets @ Houston Astros, Live 3 a.m. AFN/sports
San Francisco Giants @ Colorado Rockies, Live 4 a.m. AFN/
prime pacific

Cleveland Indians @ Seattle Mariners, Live 5 a.m. AFN/xtra
Florida Marlins @ Los Angeles Dodgers, Tape Delayed 2 p.m.
AFN/sports

Cincinnatti Reds @ Chicago Cubs, Live 8 p.m. AFN/prime
atlantic

xtra
Chicago White Sox @ Detroit Tigers, Tape Delayed 12 p.m.
AFN/xtra

Monday 7/27/09
Chicago White Sox @ Detroit Tigers, Live 3 a.m. AFN/sports

Florida Marlins @ Los Angeles Dodgers, Tape Delayed 10
a.m. AFN/xtra

Indy Car Racing Series: Rexall Edmonton Indy, Live 7 p.m.
AFN/xtra

Quick Pitch: A Compilation of all the Great Fielding and
Scoring Plays from Today’s Games, Live 7 p.m. AFN/sports

Tuesday 7/28/09
New York Yankees @ Tampa Bay Rays, Tape Delayed 10

a.m. AFN/sports
Los Angeles Dodgers @ St. Louis Cardnials, Tape Delayed 5
p-m. AFN/sports
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Movie Times

Wednesday, July 22
S p.m. Land Of The Lost
8 pm. Up
Thursday, July 23
Spm. Up
8 p.m. I Love You Beth Cooper
Friday, July 24

2 p.m. My Life In Ruins
S p.m. Harry Potter And The
Half Blood Prince
8 p.m. Harry Potter And The
Half Blood Prince

Saturday, July 25
2 p.m. Harry Potter And The
Half Blood Prince
S p.m. Imagine That
8 p.m. The Hangover
Sunday, July 26
2 p.m. Imagine That
5 p.m. The Hangover
8 p.m. Harry Potter And The
Half Blood Prince
Monday, July 27
S p.m. My Life In Ruins
8 p.m. Imagine That

Tuesday, July 28
S p.m. Imagine That
8 p.m. The Hangover

(Schedule is Subject to Change)

HARRY POTTER AND THH
HALF BLLOOD PRINCE

Voldemort is tightening his grip on both
the Muggle and wizarding worlds and
Hogwarts is no longer the safe haven it
once was. Harry suspects that dangers = K :
may even lie within the castle, but | : _ » 1
Dumbledore is more intent upon preparing ; = g =il o : .

him for the final battle that he knows is l : A THGUS-'-HD FEI:'T ﬂF EHAI-ETE UHDERhI:'-lTH
fast approaching. Together they work s S

to find the key to unlock Voldemort's
defenses and, to this end, Dumbledore
recruits his old friend and colleague, the
well-connected and unsuspecting bon
vivant Professor Horace Slughorn, whom
he believes holds crucial information.
Meanwhile, the students are under attack
from a very different adversary as teenage
hormones rage across the ramparts. Harry
finds himself more and more drawn to
Ginny, but so is Dean Thomas. And Lavender Brown has decided that Ron
is the one for her, only she hadn’t counted on Romilda Vane’s chocolates!
And then there’s Hermione, simmering with jealously but determined not to
show her feelings.

;ﬂj

SENIOR DRILL SERGEANT CONVICTED -
OF TRAINEE ABUSE REDIED OMNE

s e -WH um,.."*
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PHOTOS AROUND

] U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. James Selesnick
An Iraqi soldier from 20th Brigade, 5th Iraqi Army Division, maintains security during a mortar

demonstration, showcasing his combat skills on a live fire range in the Diyala province, Iraq U.S. Navy Photo by Mass Communications Specialist 2nd Class Edwin L. Wriston
July 8. U.S. Soldiers from Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry A U.S. Air Force Airman of the 732nd Expeditionary Security Forces
Regiment, 1st Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division, train Iraqi soldiers to use the Squadron, attached to the 93rd Military Police Battalion, conducts

120mm mortar system.

U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communications Specialist 1st Class Carmichael Yepez

U.S. Army Staff. Sgt. Robert Fischer, of San Diego, Calif., assigned
to Bravo Field Maintenance Company, 215th Brigade Support Bat-
talion, 3rd Heavy Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division, is
accompanied by Army Spc. Michael Detrick, of Detroit, Mich., left,
and Spc. Nathan Ergenbright, of Linden Mich., outside the bat-
talion’s welding shop at Forward Operating Base Marez, Mosul,
Iraq July 9. Fischer and his team are responsible for performing
all metal work on the battalion’s tactical vehicles.

counter sniping operations in Abu Ghraib District, Baghdad, Iraq
July 9.

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Ali E. Flisek

Iraqi soldiers from 20th Brigade, 5th Iraqi Army Division, secure a mock prisoner during a demonstra-
tion, showcasing their combat skills on a live fire range in the Diyala province, Iraq July 8. U.S. Soldiers
from Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry Regiment, 1st Stryker Bri-
gade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division, train Iraqi soldiers.
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NEWS AROUND IRAQ

Iraqi military,
government officials
tour Camp Bucca TIF

CAMP BUCCA, Iraq — A delegation of 20 local Iraqi
military and government officials visited
and toured the Camp Bucca Theater In-
ternment Facility July 9 to observe the
care and custody of detainees.

During the afternoon tour, the delega-
tion from the area surrounding the facility had the
opportunity to see where the detainees eat, sleep,
learn and recreate.

The objective of the tour was to familiarize the
Iraqi officials with the Bucca detention facility and
inspect the care and custody provided to detainees.

In accordance with the Security Agreement,
Multi-National Force-Iraq is scheduled to close the
Camp Bucca TIF in mid-September. In anticipation
of the closure, detainees are in the process of be-
ing transferred to the Camp Taji and Camp Cropper
TIFs.

Some of the programs available to Bucca detain-
ees include computer instruction, education courses
in civics, math, Arabic and English, and the Islamic
Discussion Program.

According to Maj. John Oakley, executive offi-
cer of the 2nd Battalion, 127th Infantry Regiment
stationed at the camp, the delegation was very im-
pressed with the facility and its programs.

Among the items of interest to the local officials
also was the water purification, pumping stations
and power generation plants at the camp. Those
facilities are scheduled to be handed over by MNF-I
to the local government in the future. Actions are
currently ongoing to allow the citizens of Umm Qasr
and Safwan to use the plants until the property is
given to back to the Government of Iraq.

In accordance with the Security Agreement, Joint
Task Force-134 is releasing or transferring all de-
tainees in a safe and orderly manner. Many of the
3,890 detainees who have been released since Jan.
1, participated in the educational and vocational
programs at the U.S.-run detention facilities and
are better equipped to become a productive mem-
ber of Iraq’s growing and prosperous future.

Camp Bucca is a forward operating base along
the Kuwaiti border near the port city of Umm Qasr,
Iraq’s southernmost city.

Leaders Attend
Irag Human Rights
Conference

BAGHDAD, Iraq — A 10-day conference on human
rights began here July 12 to educate lead-
ers in Iraq’s military and government of
the importance of human rights.

The conference is being attended by

members of the Ministry of Defense, Min-

istry of Interior, Ministry of Human Rights, Minis-

try of Justice and the Red Crescent Organization,
and is being held at the NATO headquarters.
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Italy’s Am-
bassador to Iraq,
Maurizio Melani,
told the crowd partici-
pation in the workshop is
the best way to validate Iraq’s
human rights vision.

“In a country where hatred and revenge used to
rule the day, a human rights law is a valuable guide
with which to move forward,” Melani said. “Human
beings can’t forget past mistakes and will remem-
ber for generations the suffering that was endured.
Respect for human rights will help to reduce the
bitterness.”

U.S. Army Lt. Col. Jeff Julum, senior advisor
to Iraqi Army on ethics and leadership develop-
ment, said, “Our goal is to see Iraqis comfortable
in growing their ethics practices. Increasing their
professionalism in human rights will help to build
a strong society.”

“I couldn’t be more proud of the work that the
Center for Military Principles, Values and Leader-
ship has done on this important topic,” Julum add-
ed. “The purpose of this conference is to deepen the
understanding of human rights in a civil society.”

Melani spoke about the history of human rights
around the world and the importance of Iraq com-
mitting itself to fully implementing the internation-
al standards set forth in The Hague in 1970.

Iraqg Human Rights Minister, Wijdan Salim, also
attended the opening ceremonies of the confer-
ence and is part of a larger focus on human rights
throughout Iraq. She will be leading a symposium
focusing on human rights here at the MoD July 20.

U.S. Army Mechanics
Train Iraqis on Humvee
Maintenance

BAGHDAD, Iraq — U.S. military advisors provided
training in vehicle operation and maintenance
with 22 new humvees purchased through the
Iraqi Security Forces Fund program.

U.S. Army mechanics Sgt. Brian Coots and

Spc. Jarrod Reinhardt, expertly explained the

operations of the humvee to drivers and mechanics of

the Warrant Service Team, which is part of Internal Af-
fairs in the Iraqi Ministry of Interior.

The training was arranged by Rule of Law advisors

to the Ministry of Interior from Iraq Training and Ad-
visory Mission of Multi-National Security Transition
Command-Iraq. The mechanics who conducted the
training are assigned to Headquarters and Headquar-
ters Company, 1-5 Cavalry, 2nd Brigade Combat Team.

The hands-on training was well-received, as Warrant
Service Team members Sabah Salim and Murdhadha
Nadhim both expressed appreciation for the training
and gained new understanding about the vehicle.

Lt. Habeeb Majeed Dawood, deputy commander of
the unit, said the training was very good since the ve-
hicles were new to them. He said he appreciated having
expert trainers instruct his officers.

Sgt. Coots said his students had very little knowl-
edge at the beginning of the training, but now their
knowledge is much broader. “Now they can talk to the
mechanics and get things taken care of,” he said.

Warrant Service Team members Mohammed Sa-
beeh and Alaa Fadhil thanked service members for giv-
ing the course that provided such in-depth training
and information.

The ITAM advisors and the military mechanics
plan to continue the Warrant Service Team’s train-
ing with classes on how to maneuver the vehicles in
high stress situations.

Micro-grants
assist growing
economy

FORWARD OPERATING BASE WARRIOR,

KIRKUK, Iraq — As security improves in Kirkuk,
the business community is better able to
grow, but some small businesses need a
little help.

U.S. forces issue micro-grants in sums
of up to $5,000 to assist Iraqi small business own-
ers build or revitalize their businesses. Approxi-
mately 30 days after the micro-grants are issued
U.S. troops follow up to assess the progress of these
businesses.

First Lt. Daniel Braud, 4th Squadron, gth Cav-
alry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cav-
alry Division, set out to review several micro-grants
in the Iraqi city of Daquq, Kirkuk province July 7.

“After the micro-grants are issued, that isn’t the
last step,” Braud said. “We need to verify the funds
are being used in the manner that they [Iraqi busi-
ness owners] stated on their applications and also
check on the progress their businesses have made.”

The first shop Braud stopped at was owned by
Salar Ghazi Fauzi, who owns an automotive repair
shop. According to Salar, the funds helped him pur-
chase equipment to better run his business.

“I was able to buy an air compressor and genera-
tor,” Salar said.

Salar explained the compressor allows him to use
an impact socket wrench that helps remove bolts
faster, which improves efficiency, and means more
business. Additionally, the generator allows him to
stay open longer because he is less reliant on public
electricity.

Gahandai Kyiani Ghiden works as a real estate
sales agent in Daquq. He was able to purchase fax
machines and laptops in order to list the homes he
sells.
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“Now that the homes are advertised there is a
better chance to reach potential buyers,” Gahandai
said.

A cell phone store owner, Ali Abbas Muhsin,
displayed cell phones and accessories from wall-
to-wall. Ali used his grant to add a new floor and
ceiling, and to purchase laptops used to activate the
cell phones.

Ali explained that before receiving a grant his
customers had to wait for him to get to a computer
and activate their phones.

Micro-grants have helped shop owners in Daquq
open shops ranging from shoe repair to window
makers. “Getting the local economy up and run-
ning is an important part of stability in this region,”
Braud explained.

While Braud was conducting his assessment,
several Daquq residents approached him about ap-
plying for their own micro-grants.

“Many times they [Iraqis] will see the progress of
their fellow citizens and want to take part as well, so
we get approached about how they can take part in
the program,” Braud said.

Braud said he will be accepting applications for
micro-grants in a week or two.

Military Academy Instills
Leadership, Ethics,
Values in New Officers

AR RUSTAMIYAH, Iraq — The Iraqi Military Acad-
emy here graduated 281 Iraqi Army and 86
Iraqi Air Force cadets July 14 from Basic Of-
ficers Commissioning Course 99.
The 12-month commissioning course
paid special attention to leadership and eth-
ics training while instilling the values and standards
required of the future leaders of the Iraqi military.
Additionally, the course syllabus covered tactics,
weapons training, physical fitness, first aid, current
affairs and geography.

The ceremony was attended by numerous Iraqi
military dignitaries, including the Minister of De-
fence, Mohammed Abdul Kader Al Obeidi, the Iraqi
Army Chief of Staff Gen., Abu Bakr Zebari, the Chief
of Staff for Training, Staff Lt. Gen. Hussein Dohi and
the Commander of the Academy, Maj. Gen. Majeed
Hassan Zgaat. Many proud families were also present
to witness the achievement.

In his speech, the Minister of Defence stressed that
the future of the country is in the hands of the gradu-
ating cadets.

The new officer course starts in January 2010, and
in light of lessons learned from the current curricu-
lum, it will be three years in duration and specifically
designed for cadets to get university degrees.

The academy was founded in 1924 by British forces.
It was based on the Royal Military Academy in Sand-
hurst, England and graduated its first class of Iraqi
officers in 1927.

NATO Training Mission-Iraq has supported the
academy since 2005. During the past four years, more
than 2,500 cadets have graduated.

Since 2004, NTM-I has been training, mentoring
and advising officers in the Iraqi Security Forces in
order to assist the Government of Iraq in resuming its
important place in the international community and
to improve security of all Iraqi people with democrat-
ic security forces.

NTM-I mentors and supports the Iraqi National
Defence University, Iraq National Defence College,
and the Defence Strategic Studies Institute. Other
cooperation projects for NATO in Iraq are out-of-
country training courses for Iraqi nationals at NATO
schools as well as Federal Police training led by Ital-
ian Carabinieri and at Ar Rustamiyah, the Iraqi Mili-

tary Academy along with the Joint Staff College and
Command College.

NTM-I officers also provide mentoring and advice
to the Prime Minister’s National Operations Centre,
the Iraqi Ministry of Interior Command Centre and
the Iraqi Ministry of Defence Joint Operations Cen-
tre.

MINC-I reaches out to
audience with Facebook,
other social media

CAMP VICTORY, Iraq — Multi-National Corps — Iraq,
the headquarters command for Coalition
forces operating in Iraq, has forayed into
social networking, with Facebook, Twitter,
YouTube and TroopTube accounts.

MNC-I’s Facebook page includes inside stories
from around Iraq, as well as Soldier-produced nar-
ratives and videos about their daily lives and work.

MNC-I's Web masters also solicit reader responses

to questions about the military, and they plan in the

future to feature key leaders’ answers to reader-pro-
vided inquiries.

Links to MNC-I’s social networking sites are all ac-

cessible on its public Web page, www.mnc-i.com/

connect.

MNC-I social media links

YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/MNClIraq
Facebook: www.facebook.com keyword: Multi-Na-
tional-Corps-Iraq

Twitter: www.twitter.com/MNClraq

TroopTube: www.trooptube.tv

MNF-| Commander
meets with Iraqi,
Kurdish forces in
Diyala

DIYALA, Iraq — Members of both Iraqi and Kurdish
security forces met with Multi-National
Force — Iraqg Commander Gen. Ray Odi-
erno, July 8, on Combat Outpost Cobra in
the Diyala Province.

The meeting allowed all partnered forces to come
together and discuss the current issues facing the
province.

During the meeting, Army and Police command-
ers from both the Iraqi and Kurdish security forces
discussed the significant progress being made in
the area and the strong cooperation developing be-
tween all three forces.

Most recently, Soldiers and policemen from the
different forces came together to conduct “Opera-
tion Glad Tidings of Benevolence II,” a combined
military operation that began in May, and lasted
well into June. The operation was the first time
Iraqi Forces and Kurdish Forces joined together to
plan and conduct a major operation.

Immediately after the meeting, Odierno received
a briefing from the 5th Battalion, 1st Cavalry Regi-
ment, 1st Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 25th In-
fantry Division, the U.S. Forces unit that operates
out of the outpost and surrounding area.

Before leaving, Odierno presented coins to a few
hand-selected Soldiers for their contributions to
the mission and spoke to others on the importance
of the region in which they work.

Treating Trauma,
Mission for Medical
Training Course Grads

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Fourteen Iraqi physicians and
nurses graduated July 12 from the Trauma
Training Course at Ibn Sina Hospital in the
International Zone.

The Coalition, in coordination with
the Ministry of Defense, has developed the Trauma
Training Course for Iraqi Security Force physicians
and nurses to better ensure high-quality medical care
for Iraq’s security forces.

This course is designed to improve the ISF’s readi-
ness to perform emergency medical care in the event
it is needed.

“The Coalition would like to see continued success
for the medical professionals at Ibn Sina Hospital as
they continue this vital training. The medical exper-
tise they’ve acquired from this course supports their
efforts to provide expert medical care to the brave
men and women of the ISF and ultimately to Iraq’s fu-
ture security,” said U.S. Army Col. Bernard Dekoning,
chief for Health Affairs with Multi-National Security
Transition Command-Iraq.

U.S. Air Force builds
new Diyala Operations
Center

BAGHDAD ( DIYALA), Iraq — After years of coopera-
tion between Iraqi and U.S. security forces
at the Diyala Operations Center, local ISF
leaders and senior leaders of the 1st Stryker
Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Divi-

sion agreed to move the DOC to a new location outside

Baqubah’s city limits.

In conjunction with the June 30 deadline for U.S.
combat forces to move out of Iraq’s cities, the DOC, a
combined Iraqi — Coalition base located within the Di-
yala Governance Center, needed to be moved outside
the provincial capital. The relocation allows the CF to
continue build relationships and work alongside the
Iraqi Security Forces against insurgents and violent
extremists.

“We had to move the DOC from its previous location
to Forward Operating Base Lion, and we couldn’t get
the infrastructure set up fast enough,” said Lt. Col Paul
Sarat, the 1-25 SBCT’s deputy commander.

In order to rapidly build the much needed infra-
structure for the new, combined, facility, the 1-25 SBCT
looked to the U.S. Air Forces’ Detachment Six, 732nd
Expeditionary Civil Engineering Squadron. Personnel
assigned to Det. Six are attached to the Army’s 73rd
Engineer Battalion and Joint Task Force Eagle, at Joint
Base Balad.

“The Airmen came in and in a matter of days had
everything set up to be fully operational, [and] with-
out any loss in continuity. They literally stepped in and
took a bunch of empty buildings and turned [them]
into a fully functional operations center.”

For their hard work and help keeping operations in
Diyala running smoothly and maintaining the ability
co-locate and cooperate between Iraqi and Coalition
leaders, the Airmen of Det. Six, currently stationed and
located at JBB, were presented with certificates of ap-
preciation from Sarat on behalf of the 1-25 SBCT.

Addressing the Airmen before presenting them with
their certificates, Sarat said, “It wasn’t just the buildings
themselves you were building, it was the infrastructure
of the Iraqi Army itself as it stands on its own feet and
we fall into much more of a mentor role.”
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U.S. Army photo by Spc. Brian A. Barbour
Spc. Ezekiel J. Farley from Sneads, Fla., a member of the 37th Engineer Company from Fort
Bragg, N.C., briefs Air Force Maj. Gen. Brian P. Meenan, director of CENTCOM Deployment
and Distribution Operations Center, on the RG-31 Mine-Resistant Ambush-Protected vehicle
at the 402nd Army Field Support Brigade at Joint Base Balad, Iraq July 14. Meenan visited
JBB tenant units, like the 3¢ Sustainment Command (Expeditionary) headquarters and the
Redistribution Property and Assistant Team (RPAT) yard, for an orientation on Army logis-
ticn missions. f
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U.S. Army photo by’ Maj. othy Ohlhaver

The 157th Combat Sustainment Support Battalion, 287th Sustainment Bri-
gade conducted a noncommissioned officer induction ceremony at Con-
tingency Operating Base Adder, Iraq July 1, after promoting 24 Soldiers.

U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Beau Stefka

Sgt. Maj. Aurelio Santiagocuevas, a native of
Quebradillas, Puerto Rico and the senior logis-
tics operations distribution noncommissioned
officer with the 10th Sustainment Brigade par-
ticipates in the 4th of July 10K Command Chal-
lenge Fun Run at Camp Taji, Iraq July 4.

U.S. Army Photo by Spc. Brian A. Barbour
Brig. Gen. Michael J. Lally, 3¢ Sustainment Command (Expeditionary) commanding general, and Command Sgt. Ma;j.
Willie C. Tennant Sr., 3¢ ESC command sergeant major, stands among Soldiers from 3rd Platoon, Company A, 181st
Brigade Support Battalion, Washington Army National Guard, at Joint Base Balad, Iraq July 15, after working together
for nine months, captured one last group photo before the end of their deployment to Iraq. The platoon’s mission was
to serve as the personnel security detail for the 3¢ ESC as well as protecting distinguished visitors to JBB.



