
JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq – Local workers 
from the Iraqi-owned, Miran 

Village Company, received 
certifi cates from offi cials on 
behalf of Iraq’s Ministry of 

Labor and Social Affairs 
during a ceremony at the 
container repair yard 
here July 27.

With the certifi cates, Miran Village Com-
pany workers will be able to use the skills ob-
tained at the container repair yard anywhere 
in Iraq to fi nd work, long after U.S. troops 
leave.

 The Miran Village Co.’s owner, Hashim 
Abd Al-Amir Mahdi, was proud of his work-
er’s accomplishments, while acknowledging 
his company will give them the opportunity to 

provide for their future.
 “My workers now have certifi ed skills that 

they can use outside of these gates,” said Mah-
di.  “I’m happy to know that we can help Iraqis 
have a better future now that they have the 
necessary skills.”

Miran Village Co. workers are paid a stan-
dard monthly salary, but their salary increases 
if they exceed certain performance standards.

During the ceremony, Mahdi explained the 
process by which his workers earn their pay, 
acknowledging those workers who have ex-
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Soldiers from the 1st Battalion, 161st Infantry Regiment (Washington Army National Guard) and 1st Bn., 155th Inf. Regt. (Mississippi Army National 
Guard) salute during the playing of the National Anthem during a transfer of authority ceremony at Joint Base Balad, Iraq July 29. The 1st Bn., 161st 
Inf. Regt.’s primary mission was escorting logistics convoys and executing force protection missions around Iraq. 
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Lt. Col. Christopher O. Mohan, the 80th Ord-
nance Battalion commander and Carthage, 
N.C., native, presents a certifi cate to a Miran Vil-
lage Company worker during a ceremony July 
27. Miran Village Co. workers were presented 
certifi cates from Iraq’s Ministry of Labor and 
Social Affairs.
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THEFT OF SECURE PROPERTY: 
A complainant telephoned the law enforcement offi ce (LED) 
and reported a larceny had occurred.  Security forces were 
briefed and dispatched.  SF arrived on scene and made con-
tact with the complainant who stated via AF IMT 1168/State-
ment of Complainant she was approached by a witness who 
had seen an individual take property. The complainant stated 
when they approached the individual who verbally stated to 
them, “he took it because the PX does not sell single drinks 
and he did not want to pay for all four.” The witness at ap-
proximately 1400 hours said he observed a Soldier open a box 
of Myoplex and place one of the drinks inside of his bike hel-
met. The witness stated he followed the subject out and asked 
him if he had a receipt for property in which he stated no. The 
witness stated he escorted the individual back into the loca-
tion and contacted the complainant. 

THEFT OF PRIVATE PROPERTY:
A complainant telephoned the law enforcement offi ce (LED) 
and reported a larceny had occurred. Security forces were 
briefed and dispatched. The complainant stated at approxi-
mately 0815 hours, July 27, he was cleaning in preparation for 
redeployment and left his personal property containing uni-
forms and electronics outside of his residence. A complainant 
stated he heard a noise come from outside while he was clean-
ing inside. He went outside and noticed his medical kit on the 
ground and his property missing from where he left it. The 
complainant conducted a search of the immediate area with 
negative fi ndings and then telephoned the LED.     

THEFT OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY: 
A complainant telephoned the law enforcement offi ce (LED) 
and reported a larceny had occurred. The complainant stat-
ed via AF IMT 1168/Statement of Complainant, she secured 
her property in two tri-walls in the motor pool bay prepar-
ing for shipment at Joint Base Balad at 1600 hours, July 17.  
On July 28 at 1100 hours, a complainant arrived to account 
for her property and noticed it had been strewed, and post-
ers had been placed in the case. The complainant stated after 
conducting a thorough check she noticed all of her property, 
containing military equipment, was missing.  

NIPR: 443-8602
SIPR: 241-1171
Email: PMOdesk@iraq.centcom.mil               

332 ESFS Blotter
July 23 - July 29

hooah of the week

U.S. Army photo by Spc. Brian A. Barbour

Sgt. 1st Class Aaron T. Loos is congratulated by Brig. Gen. Michael J. Lally, 3d Sustainment 
Command (Expeditionary) commanding general, for being selected this week’s Hooah of 
the Week at Joint Base Balad, Iraq July 30.  Loos, from Brandenburg, Ky., is the inspector 
general non commissioned offi cer in charge for the 3d ESC and is being recognized for 
organizing and conducting the command supply discipline program for the 3d ESC.

Are you feeling depressed? 
Stressed from working 
many late hours? 
Stop by or call any Combat 
Stress Control centers located 
throughout Iraq and speak to 
a specially-trained combat 
stress management team.



Congratulations for a job well done!  Your enthusi-
asm, initiative and expertise made us successful.  
Often, when caught up in the duties and grind of 

each long day we lose perspective on the gravity of our ac-
complishments.  As you head home—take time to reflect 
on our mission, its impact on Iraq, and the legacy you have 
created.

 When we arrived in June of 2008, I challenged each 
and every member of the command to take ownership of 
the mission.  I asked, “When you leave Iraq—what will you 
leave behind?  What will history say of the 3d ESC’s contri-
butions to the war in Iraq?”  Today, you should be proud 
to know you have more than honored the legacy, history, 
and traditions of the Soldiers that came before you.  Your 
professionalism, incredible teamwork, commitment to the 
mission, and dedication to our Army Values ensured the 3d 

ESC’s place in history.  Take time to reflect and be proud 
of this fact—you’ve earned it!

Our leaders asked much of the command and we deliv-
ered.  We provided world-class sustainment and distribu-
tion to Coalition forces enabling them to establish a safe 
and secure Iraq.

We helped to build a more competent and professional 
Iraqi military through ISF partnership and coaching.  We 
improved Iraqi civil capacity through our efforts with Iraqi 
National distribution and the Iraqi-Based Industrial Zone.  
Take pride in the fact that you helped make hope and pride 
the norm—rather than the exception on Iraqi faces young 
and old during our tour.  

 But hope and progress have a price.  Let us also not 
forget to remember those who paid the ultimate sacrifice 
during our tour.  Keep these ten fallen warriors and their 
Families in your thoughts and prayers.  Let us remember 
that their service and sacrifice lives on as part of the his-
tory and honors of our 3d ESC.  We will not forget them.

 To the over 20,000 Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and civil-
ians of the 3d ESC I want to thank each of you for your ser-
vice.  It was a privilege to serve with you and I am honored 
to be counted among the ranks of the finest, most adapt-
able force the world has ever known.  I’m incredibly proud 
of you and your Families for your sacrifice and service.  
Stay safe, best of luck and as always—Sustaining the Line!
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The current Expeditionary Times 
staff deployment has ended as well. 
The ET staff public affairs (print) jour-
nalists from the 3d Sustainment Com-
mand (Expeditionary), a Fort Knox, 
Ky., unit and the 123rd Mobile Pub-
lic Affairs Detachment from Phoenix, 
Ariz., will hand over their responsibil-
ities to the 13th ESC from Fort Hood, 
Texas and 139th MPAD from Chicago, 

Ill., at Joint Base Balad, Iraq Aug. 7.  
Our success was possible while 

working as a team with our subordi-
nate sustainment brigade public af-
fairs office and unit public affairs rep-
resentatives. 

Many thanks to our fellow team-
mates: Sgt. 1st Class Adam Shaw and 
his team from 16th Sustainment Bri-
gade in COB Q-West; Sgt. 1st Class 
Mike Brantley and his team from the 
10th Sust. Bde. in Camp Taji; Maj. 
Timothy Ohlhaver, Master Sgt. Carl 
Mar and team from the 287th Sust. 
Bde. in COB Adder; Lt. Col. Renee 
Rouse from 304th Sust. Bde., and 1st 
Lt. Mary Kennedy from the 321st Sust. 
Bde., in Al Asad. 

Sustaining the Line!

It is a 15-month deployment, not 1 
year plus 90 days. For the record 
over 35,000 Soldiers, Airmen 

and Sailors have entered the 3d Sus-
tainment Command (Expeditionary) 
formation throughout our 15-month 
period. These service members are 
truly the best Troops our great nation 
has to offer.  Soldiers in combat really 
ask for only two things in order to be 
happy while away from Family and 
friends in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom 08-10: (1) a Hooah mission 
and (2) Hooah leaders that care about 
them.

Our great Soldiers traveled the 
Main Supply Routes (MSRs) each day 

delivering supplies and equipment 
throughout Iraq not knowing if they 
were going to return to their beds 
at night.  Thank you all for not say-
ing “NO,” but for saying, “when is the 
next mission, Sir.”

As I visited with our Soldiers, I 
was especially proud of the techni-
cal skills and outstanding leadership 
I saw in our noncommissioned offi-
cers, especially throughout this “Year 
of the NCO.”  The 3d ESC has raised 
the bar of excellence regarding lo-
gistic operations, convoy operations, 
weapons proficiency, drivers train-
ing, and many thousands of hours of 
volunteer work as well as improving 

relationships as we partner with the 
Iraqi people.

As your deployment ends, you will 
have the opportunity to go home, rest 
and reset.  While you do that, I hope 
you will hug your Family and thank 
them for supporting you during this 
deployment.  

Lastly, I hope you will remember 
the things you learned in Iraq, culti-
vate the skills you gained here and use 
all of that to build upon the accom-
plishments you achieved as you move 
forward in your career and continue 
to serve our great Nation.

We are, and will always be, 3d ESC!  
Sustaining the Line!

Farewell From Sustainer 6

Farewell From Sustainer 7

Great work, Team. Job Well Done!
One last message from the Expeditionary Times Staff

On the WebOn the Webhttp://www.army.mil/3rdeschttp://www.army.mil/3rdesc

Command Sgt. Maj. Willie C. TennantCommand Sgt. Maj. Willie C. Tennant
33d d ESC command sergeant majorESC command sergeant major

Brig. Gen. Michael J. LallyBrig. Gen. Michael J. Lally
33d d ESC commanding generalESC commanding general

The outgoing ET staff (from left to right): 
Maj. Paul R. Hayes (ESC PAO), back row: 
Spc. Michael T. Behlin, Sgt. Alex N. Sny-
der, Spc. Mario A. Aguirre, Spc. Kiyoshi 
C. Freeman, Spc. Brian A. Barbour, Maj. 
Christopher A. Emmons (MPAD com-
mander), front row: Spc. Amanda D. 
Tucker, Spc. Kelly Anne Beck, Sgt. Crys-
tal G. Reidy, Staff Sgt. Tonya Gonzales. 
Not pictured: Capt. Jeffrey R. Johnson 
(MPAD PA)

“Let me top off your canteen.”“Let me top off your canteen.”



JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq - Deployments can 
certainly enrich a military career, but many ser-
vice members don’t realize how much they can 
enrich in a bank account. Many deployed per-
sonnel supporting Operations Iraqi and Endur-
ing Freedom are eligible to take part in the Sav-
ings Deposit Program.

“The SDP is a unique fi nancial option available 
to deployed service members through which they 
can receive up to 10 percent annual interest on 
deposits, compounded at 2.5 percent quarterly,” 
said Staff Sgt. Kevin Smith, 332nd Air Expedi-
tionary Wing Financial Management customer 
service technician. “The average for most fi nan-
cial institutions is 2.4 percent interest. So, SDP 
is a great short-term fi nancial investment with a 
guaranteed return on the dollar.” 
Who is eligible?

Airmen serving in a designated combat zone 
location for over 30 days and receiving hostile 

fi re pay are entitled to participate in SDP. The 
program is also available for those who serve at 
least one day in eligible locations for three con-
secutive months.
How do I make deposits?

Service members can direct-deposit allot-
ments into the SDP, make a one-time lump-
sum deposit not exceeding $10,000, or make 
monthly deposits, which may vary in amount 
monthly. 

“Making deposits through allotment may be 
convenient for the person who can’t come to the 
fi nance offi ce every month to give us the deposit 
paperwork,” said Smith. “But, allotments can 
take about two or three pay periods to begin. 
The interest doesn’t start until then. For receipt 
of the current month’s interest, which begins 
the 10th of each month, one would need to go 
the monthly route.”

Deposits made on or before the 10th of the 
month accrue interest from the 1st of the month, 
and deposits made after the 10th of the month 
accrue interest from the fi rst day of the follow-
ing month.

 “I put some money in when my wife tells me 
too,” said Staff Sgt. Scott Richard, 332nd Air 
Expeditionary Wing Flight Safety non commis-
sioned offi cer in charge of ground safety and 
SDP participant. “This money is for a vacation 
to Ireland when I get home.” Whether by al-
lotments or monthly deposit, members cannot 
begin making deposits until 30 days into their 
deployment, made with the Eagle Cash stored-
value card or a personal check.
When can I withdraw my money?

Members can withdraw their interest quar-
terly if they have deposited over $10,000. Oth-
erwise, the money stays in the SDP for the dura-
tion of the deployment and can only be accessed 
early in an emergency, with squadron com-
mander’s approval.

Interested JBB servicemembers must bring a 
personal check or Eagle Cash SVC, their com-
mon access card and a copy of their CED orders 
to the fi nancial management customer service 
offi ce in building 8272. For more information 
on any fi nancial services at JBB, call 332nd 
AEW/FM at DSN 443-7482.
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Team JBB aids fi rst sergeant during heart attack

Airman Jeffery McCarty of the 332nd Expeditionary Security Forces Squadron and volunteer referee provided 
aid to 1st Sgt. Eric Colvin, fi rst sergeant of the 699th Maintenance Company, when he suffered a heart attack at 
the west side gym July 14. Members of the fi rst sergeant’s team applied critical life-saving maneuvers to keep 
Colvin alive until medics arrived. 

U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Chris Hubenthal

BY SENIOR AIRMAN 
ANDRIA J. ALLMOND 

332nd AEW Public Affairs

JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq - Whether service-
members at JBB have a “wingman” or a “battle 
buddy,” the ethos of helping a comrade in need 
arose during a basketball game here July 14.

Headed by their coach, Sgt. 1st Class Antho-
ny Jones of the 699th Maintenance Company, 
a basketball team compiled of Airmen and Sol-
diers aided their fellow team member, 1st Sgt. 
Eric Colvin of the 699th Maint. Co., after he 
showed heart-attack symptoms during a game 
at the west side gym. 

“I knew he had a heart attack years ago,” said 
Jones, a member of Colvin’s unit. “Actually, it 
was four years ago that day. When I saw him 
slumping over in a chair, I knew he wasn’t just 
kidding around. I knew he was having another 
heart attack.”

Jones wasn’t the only one to take notice to 
the Covin’s collapse. Airman Jeffery McCarty 
of the 332nd Expeditionary Security Forces 
Squadron and referee during the game, reacted 
immediately when Colvin appeared to be chok-
ing.

“I ran to get a phone to call for help and was 
yelling that we needed a medic,” he said. “The 
(third-country national) working at the gym 
found a phone and I dialed 9-1-1.”

Sgt. 1st Class Kenneth Hartley of the 582nd 
Sustainment Brigade, Staff Sgt. Cedric Hughes 
of the 532nd ESFS, and Jones attempted to 
keep Colvin alert. His breathing became in-
creasingly labored, and his condition wors-
ened. 

“We knew things were going badly when his 
hands started to curl and his jaw locked,” said 
Jones. “A nurse, who was working out in the 
gym at the time as well as a few combat-medic 
trained Soldiers in the area, arrived and began 
(cardiopulmonary resuscitation).”  

Realizing the urgency of the situation, 
Hughes left the gymnasium hoping to find help 
from someone at the outdoor pool, approxi-
mately one-quarter mile away from the bas-
ketball court. There he found Andrea Walters, 
lifeguard and aquatics coordinator. 

“We were doing some training with our se-
nior lifeguard instructor when Hughes ran up 
to the pool and got our attention,” said Wal-
ters. “Two other lifeguards and I followed him 
to the basketball court where there was a crowd 
of people gathered. They parted like the Red 
Sea when they saw us run in.”

She found Colvin lying on his back on the 
floor and began assisting with rescue breath-
ing, attempting to bring life back to his body. 
After multiple rounds of CPR in conjunction 
with the automatic external defibrillator -- 
there was still no pulse

“I started reciting Psalm 23 in his ear and 

told him to keep fighting,” she said. “I could 
hear everyone praying around us. God was our 
autopilot that day.”

Eventually, medics arrived and stabilized 
Colvin, who was flown to Landstuhl Regional 
Medical Center, Germany. He is now at Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center, Warrior Transition 
Unit, Washington, D.C.

“I just talked to him on the phone,” Jones 
said with a smile. “He’s doing great and rest-
ing up, but he expressed that he wants to come 
back (to JBB). He is a Soldier -- he wants to 
come back to the fight.”

Savings program makes more ‘cents’ of deployments
BY SENIOR AIRMAN 
ANDRIA J. ALLMOND 

332nd AEW Public Affairs



JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq – Lt. Gen. Jack C. Stultz, 
commanding general, U.S. Army Re-

serve Command, visited Soldiers 
here July 28.

Stultz spoke with Army Reserve 
and National Guard Soldiers 
during a town hall meeting and 
talked of his experiences grow-
ing-up as a Soldier in the Army 

Reserves, while sharing his cares and concerns.
“It was a great morale booster to see that the 

commander of the Army Reserves cares about us, 

cares about what we do,” said Cpl. Donald C. Cline, 
movement control coordinator for 542nd Quarter-
master Company out of Lock Haven, Pa.

Stultz opened the floor for comments and an-
swered questions concerning information such as 
medical care and college tuition assistance.

The men and women in uniform are by far more 
respected than any other career field, Stultz said 
during his address to the large gathering.

CONTINGENCY OPERATING BASE Q-WEST, Iraq 
— Washington Guardsmen handed off 

mayoral and base defense operations 
to Mississippi Guardsmen during a 
transfer of authority ceremony here 

July 27.
Soldiers of the 81st Brigade 

Special Troops Battalion, head-
quartered in Everett, Wash., and 

the 181st Brigade Support Battalion, headquartered in 
Seattle, Wash., cased their unit fl ags and passed their 
duties and responsibilities, to the newly-arrived 2nd 
Battalion, 198th Combined Arms Battalion, a Mis-
sissippi Army National Guard unit headquartered in 
Senatobia, Miss.  

“To the Soldiers of both the 181st and 81st, we wish 
you all the best in your future endeavors,” said Col. 
Martin B. Pitts. “Your friends and family anxiously 
await your safe return to Washington.  Your mission 
here is complete, job exceedingly well done!” said 
Pitts, commander, 16th Sust. Bde., congratulating the 
Washington Guardsmen for their steadfast work and 
mission accomplishment.

The two Washington units, sister battalions in the 
81st Heavy Brigade Combat Team, headquartered in 
Seattle, Wash., performed different but complimen-
tary roles at Q-West.  

The 81st BSTB oversaw base defense operations, 
such as fi elding a quick reaction force, conduct-
ing presence patrols, manning the main gate, and 
maintaining and improving defenses.  The 181st BSB 
sustained basic “life support” for Q-West, including 
supervising all public works projects, managing busi-
ness operations, and building an active Morale, Wel-
fare, and Recreation program.  

“Our most signifi cant accomplishment is that we 
completed our force protection mission with no seri-
ous incidents or injuries,” said Lt. Col. Ken S. Garri-
son, commander, 81st BSTB.  “We kept COB Q-West 
secure during our tenure and we are all returning 
home together.”  

The 81st accomplished nearly 200 force protec-
tion projects, installing and improving walls, bun-
kers and sandbags.  The battalion’s force protection 
company conducted more than 1,000 combat patrols.  
Hundreds of those provided security during missions 
to water pumping stations which supply water to Q-
West and villages in the Ninawa Province, enabling 
other base Soldiers to make necessary repairs and 
renovations, and to monitor the water system.

“To do this job well, you have to keep a long-term 
perspective, looking beyond your time here, which is 
brief-just a season in your life,” said Garrison, a native 
of Vancouver, Wash., to the formation of Soldiers. 
“You have to build for the future, plan improvements 
that following units help achieve.”

The Mayor Cell Soldiers also performed well, said 
Lt. Col. Alan K. Dorow, commander, 181st BSB and 
Q-West Mayor, a municipal appointment overseeing 
basic life-support on the base.

“I am proud of how well my guys and gals came to-
gether as a team,” said Dorow, a native of Roy, Wash.  
“They forged a bond with our higher headquarters, 
the 16th Sust. Bde., and with the civilian contractors 
who help sustain quality of life.”

The 181st BSB delivered more than 140 million gal-
lons of water to the base, perhaps its most important 
accomplishment.  The battalion’s department of busi-
ness operations initiated an Iraqi hiring program that 
employed hundreds of Iraqis and its badging section 
issued thousands of identifi cation badges to contrac-
tors and others entering the base.  The Soldiers in the 
battalion’s department of public works oversaw hun-
dreds of projects across Q-West, such as constructing 
the education center classrooms and numerous of-
fi ces, installing street lighting, pouring sidewalks, and 
repairing roads and buildings.  

“My goal was for us to make a difference, to leave 
this place in better shape than when we arrived,” said 
Dorow. “We achieved this goal through teamwork, 
building solid relations with everyone involved.”

The Soldiers of the 2nd Bn., 198th CAB, took over 
the missions of the two units, but also added a third 
mission. They have taken responsibility of securing 
the bulk of convoys fl owing in and out of Q-West, with 
four convoy security companies.  One battalion will 
now do the job of three.

Lt. Col. Kerry W. Goodman, commander, 2nd Bat-
talion, 198th CAB, accepted the challenge, but he 
foresees long days and nights for his Soldiers.

“We’ll do our part, which is to do more with less,” 
said Goodman, a native of Meridian, Miss.  “We will 
continue to improve the security and basic life sup-
port of Q-West, as our predecessors have done, and 
we will safely escort all sustainment missions to and 
from the base.  Ultimately, the goal is to return this 
base to the Iraqi people, to leave them a secure coun-
try.  We’ll do our part.”

Lt. Col. William B. Smith, Jr., a native of Hatties-
burg, Miss., and the incoming Q-West Mayor, echoed 
Goodman’s sentiment. 

“We will build on the success of our predecessors 
with the ultimate goal of turning this base over to the 
Iraqi people as part of a secure nation,” said Smith.
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IRAQI MINISTRY
Continued from page one

Washington Guardsmen hand 
off mission to Mississippi Guard

BY CAPT. MURRAY SHUGARS
UPAR, 2ND BN., 198TH CAB, 

16TH SUST. BDE.

ceeded performance expectations.  
“We have a set standard for the number of containers 

we expect our workers to meet monthly, but some work-
ers manage to repair more than others,” Mahdi said.  
“When this happens, I pay them more for every extra 
container they repair and they work harder to provide 
for themselves and their families because of it.”

With the Miran Village Co. workers now having a 
marketable skill, they will be able to provide for their 
families and contribute to the country’s economy after 
the U.S. troops responsible drawdown.

Iraq’s Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs is one of 
the oldest Iraqi ministries, which provides services and 
benefi ts to Iraq’s most needy citizens.

Stressed?

Relax and go 
see a movie.

See page 20 for
 movie  schedule

USAR Lt. Gen. Stultz visits ESC Soldiers
STORY AND PHOTO BY

 SPC. AMANDA TUCKER
EXPEDITIONARY TIMES STAFF

Lt. Gen. Jack C. Stultz, the commanding general of the 
U.S. Army Reserve Command, speaks to Soldiers at 
Joint Base Balad, Iraq July 28.



Certain relationships between Soldiers of dif-
ferent ranks are a violation of the Army Command 
Policy, Army Regulation 600-20. The policy not 
only applies to relationships between Soldiers but 
also applies to the relationships of Soldiers with 
members of the other uniformed services. 

Fraternization is an unduly familiar personal re-
lationship between Soldiers that does not respect 
the difference in rank or grade.  Such conduct is de-
structive to the unit, breeds contempt among Sol-
diers, is injurious to the leadership, and diminishes 
unit effectiveness.

AR 600-20 states that relationships between Sol-
diers of different rank are prohibited if they:

Compromise, or appear to compromise, the • 
integrity of supervisory authority or the 
chain of command.

Cause actual or perceived partiality or un-• 
fairness.
Involve, or appear to involve, the improper • 
use of rank or position for personal gain.
 Are, or are perceived to be, exploitative or • 
coercive in nature.
Create an actual or clearly predictable ad-• 
verse impact on discipline, authority, mo-
rale, or the ability of the command to ac-
complish its mission.

All military personnel share the responsibility 
for maintaining professional relationships.  How-
ever, in any relationship between Soldiers of differ-
ent grade or rank, the senior member is generally in 
the best position to terminate or limit the extent of 
the relationship.  Nevertheless, all members may be 
held accountable for relationships that violate this 
policy. Commanders should seek to prevent inap-
propriate or unprofessional relationships through 
proper training and leadership by example.
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By Sgt. 1st Class Danilo Egudin
3d ESC assistant Inspector General

Safety Topic of the WeekSafety Topic of the Week
Courtesy of PS Magazine. For service members using Army 
equipment needing more information for on-going equip-
ment issues and challenges, visit PS Magazine online: 
https://www.logsa.army.mil/psmag/psonline.cfm

“The Weekly Standard”

Q-West (16th SB):  DSN 827-6115
LTC Kyle Peterson
Taji (10th SB):  DSN 834-3079                                       
SFC Tamera Wynn
Adder/Tallil (287th SB):  DSN 833-1710    
LTC Melanie Meier
Al Asad (321st SB):  DSN 440-7049
LTC Timothy Norton

Joint Base Balad (304th SB):  DSN 433-2125                       
MAJ Lee Kemp (Command Inspector General)              
MAJ Scott Peters (Deputy)                                         
SFC Aaron Loos (NCOIC)                                             
SFC Danilo Egudin                                                         
SFC Javier Cruz

Our organization is comprised of nine In-
spectors General dispersed throughout the 3d 
ESC area of operations with fi ve offi ces; each 
one co-located with a Sustainment Brigade in 
order to provide the command with the best 
possible support.



VICTORY BASE COMPLEX, Iraq – 
Spc. Maria Sidatt, a na-

tive of New York City 
and supply specialist as-

signed to Headquarters 
and Headquarters 
Company, 10th Sus-
tainment Brigade 

Troops Battalion, 10th Sustainment 
Brigade recited the oath of allegiance 
during a naturalization ceremony at 
Al Faw Palace July 4, becoming a U.S. 

citizen along with 237 service members 
representing 59 countries around the 
world. 

Gen. Ray Odierno, commanding 
general of Multi-National Force-Iraq, 
quoted the famous inscription from 
the scroll of the Statue of Liberty, “Give 
me your tired, your poor, your huddled 
masses yearning to breathe free.  If I 
had to write a description of these soon 
to be citizens I would say, give me your 
brightest and your bravest.  Give me 
your warriors and your heroes who will 
enhance our great Nation.”

Attending the ceremony was U.S. 
Vice President Joseph R. Biden, guest 

speaker, who shook hands with each 
new citizen service members.

Sidatt described her experience by 
saying, “My experience at the ceremo-
ny was wonderful and very touching.  I 
felt honored that I got to shake the vice 
president’s hand and watch the video 
called “The Faces of America”  that was 
played to remind me how important 
our dreams are, my American Dream.”

Sidatt was born in Ecuador and 
came to the United States at age 17 on 
a tourist visa.  After seeing the beauty 
of freedom of this country, Sidatt de-
cided to change her status to an inter-
national student and began college to 

study English.  
“Coming to the U.S. has changed 

my life,” said Sidatt. “Even though I 
lived in Ecuador until I was 17, most 
people would assume that my customs 
and political point of views come from 
Ecuador. I strongly believe that I iden-
tify myself with Americans.  I believe 
strongly in democracy and human 
rights as Americans do.”

Sidatt joined the U.S. Army in 2008 
to expedite her goals of becoming a 
U.S. citizen. She continues to pursue 
a college degree in international rela-
tions with a concentration in interna-
tional and trans-national security.  

JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq – The 2nd Battalion, 
402nd Army Field Support Brigade’s 
Mobile Retrograde Property Assis-
tance Team celebrated the opening of 

their new facility during a ceremony 
here May 28.  

The MRPAT, consisting of Sol-
diers and civilians, has the respon-

sibility of relieving redeploying units of their equip-
ment and sending broken equipment to be repaired 
in the United States. 

The MRPATs use the Army Readiness Manage-
ment tool to account for all property they assume 
control of from redeploying units. The MRPAT takes 
responsibility of approved items that are on the Ar-
my’s reset induction items list. Some examples of the 
Army reset induction items include: generators, air 
conditioners, night vision goggles, power supplies 
and tracked vehicles.

During the ceremony, Lt. Col. Joe L. Hart Jr., 2nd 

Bn., 402nd AFSB commander, spoke briefl y about 
their new facility and the professionalism of his Sol-
diers and civilians. 

“It is not this enormously large structure that you 
see before you that makes this building great,” Hart 
said. “It is the highly diversifi ed trained profession-
als that brings the character, dedication, (and) drive 
… that truly make the members of the 2nd Battalion, 
402nd AFSB the great Family we are.”

Prior to moving, MRPAT members were scattered 
across several different locations throughout JBB.  
With the opening of their new facility they are now 
centralized in one location.

The MRPAT teams consist of two components: 
Automatic Reset Induction, which is responsible 
for rolling and non-rolling stock, and the Small 
Arms Readiness Evaluation Team – Repair Annis-
ton, which is responsible for crew served weapons 
such as the M-249 Squad Automatic Weapon or the 
M240B machine gun.

Before arriving at their mission assignment, teams 
consisting of inventory management specialists and 
data management personnel prepare the units for 

their visit to make the process quick and effi cient.
The wholesale responsibility offi cer researches the 

mission, determines equipment requirements and 
corresponds with the unit approximately one month 
prior to visiting a site. 

“We take as much equipment as we can,” said Ed-
ward L. Smith, the 402nd AFSB wholesale respon-
sible offi cer and McAlester, Okla., native.

After arriving at the site, the WRO briefs unit 
leaders site layout, the documentation processes 
and how the equipment should be prepared for turn 
in. The WRO leads the team on ground, coordinates 
with the units, oversees the mission, and ensures the 
unit is ready at the site.

 “I am in awe of their level of professionalism and 
the amount of responsibility that rest upon their 
shoulders day in and day out,” Hart said. “They do it 
effortlessly like a fi nely tuned piece of machinery.”

“(MRPATs) speed up the whole process for every-
body,” Smith said. “Get the Soldier home quicker and 
get their equipment refurbished sooner and (they) 
can start training quicker to prepare for their next 
deployment.”
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Flyaway teams make redeployment a little easier

Ecuadorian native becomes a U.S. citizen in IraqEcuadorian native becomes a U.S. citizen in Iraq
BY SGT. EDWARD MONELL
UPAR, HHC, 10TH SBTB, 

10TH SUST. BDE. 

Power strips are free of debris 1. 
and clothing
Electrical devices not in use are 2. 
unplugged
Power strips and outlets are not 3. 
overloaded
Smoke detector is operational4. 
Fire extinguisher is serviceable 5. 
(in the green)
Room is neat and orderly6. 

BY SPC. AMANDA TUCKER
EXPEDTIONARY TIMES STAFF

Balad Sustainers 
become U.S. citizens
JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq - Two Soldiers from the 

910th Quartermaster Company, from Fort 
Lewis, Wash., became U.S. citizens in a 
ceremony held at Al-Faw Palace, Bagh-
dad, Iraq July 4. 

Spc. Jesus Valles, born in Mexico 
City, Mexico and Pvt. Jose Perdormo, 
born in San Pedro Sola, Honduras, 
both residents of Oklahoma City, 

Okla., became U.S. citizens. 
Valles stated, “I waited twelve years for this to happen 

and that day has fi nally come.”  

Valles and Perdormo were also honored with a small 
ceremony by their unit leaders and Soldiers. 

Capt. Darrin T. Husmann, company commander and 
native of Edmond, Okla., said, “I felt like they were al-
ready American citizens and this just makes it offi cial.”  
He also said he was proud of the Soldiers and to be part of 
such a grand celebration honoring two great Soldiers. 

Command Sgt. Maj. Kenneth H. Tincknell, 80th Ord-
nance Company command sergeant major presented 
the Soldiers with his military coin and said, “I don’t give 
these out that often but I thought this was as good a time 
as any, to present these coins and to say congratula-
tions.” 

This was something these Soldiers and their leaders 
will never forget.

BY SGT. 1ST CLASS TESSIE RANDLE
UPAR, 910TH QM CO., 304TH SUST. BDE.



JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq – Staff Sgt. 
Jason C. Russo, the Land-

stuhl Regional Medical 
Center patient liaison of-
fi cer, was awarded the 

Meritorious Service 
Medal at the 3d Sus-
tainment Command 
(Expedi t ionary) 

headquarters here July 22.
An Army Reservist from Deltona, Fla., 

Russo spent the last two years as an LNO 
at LRMC, fi rst for the 316th ESC and then 
the 3d ESC.

Brig. Gen. Michael J. Lally, command-
ing general, 3d ESC, commended Russo 
on his dedication in supporting injured 
Soldiers and their Families. Since the 
3d ESC arrived in theater in June 2008, 
Russo assisted more than 970 patients 
and nonmedical attendees as they re-

ceived treatment at LRMC.
“The fi rst job of any noncommissioned 

offi cer is taking care of Soldiers, and that’s 
been my job as an LNO—taking care of 
wounded warriors,” Russo said.

A military police offi cer and a correc-
tions offi cer back home, Russo said he 
had to quickly adjust to a new, unfamiliar 
mission, admitting he didn’t know what 
an LNO did until he was assigned to the 
task. 

An LNO, Russo explained, serves as “a 
facilitator—a bridge between the 3d ESC, 
the patient and the hospital.”

Russo said he assisted patients with 
records, fi nance and administrative 
functions. He arranged travel for Family 
members, provided timely identifi cation 
and accountability of patients, updated 
units and, when necessary, served as a 
patient advocate.

The biggest challenge was maintaining 
communications with units in Iraq, but 
the 3d ESC and its subordinate brigades 
did a great job supporting him, he said. 

Everyone knew “providing consistent, 
compassionate care for Soldiers (was) the 
right thing to do,” he said.

After two years of service as an LNO, 
Russo said the opportunity to 
take care of wounded Soldiers 
had been one of the most re-
warding assignments of his 
career.

“It’s been a tremendous 
experience to be able to fa-
cilitate the needs of those 
Soldiers,” he said. 

The LRMC, which is lo-
cated in Germany, is the larg-
est American hospital outside 
the continental United States 
and the principal medical 
center for Soldiers wounded 
in Iraq or Afghanistan.

The Meritorious Service 
Medal is awarded to mem-
bers of the Armed Forces 
who distinguish themselves 
through outstanding non-

combat service to the United States. Pre-
vious recipients include Arizona Senator 
John McCain, Gen. Wesley Clark (ret.) 
and Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf (ret.).

JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq – Mr. William 
Solis, the Director of U.S. 
Government Account-
ability Offi ce, and several 
colleagues visited Joint 

Base Balad July 24-
25.

 During his visit 
to one of the largest 

logistical hubs in Iraq, he toured several 
critical logistics nodes within the 3d Sus-
tainment Command (Expeditionary).

Solis visited and received briefi ngs 
at the Central Receiving and Shipping 
Point, Convoy Support Center and Corps 
Distribution Center to see how plans 
for the withdrawal and redeployment 
of forces, and equipment from Iraq has 
been handled since the Security Agree-
ment signing Nov. 17.

“Drawdowns are tough,” said Brig. 
Gen. Michael J. Lally, commanding gen-
eral for the 3d ESC, from Fort Knox, Ky. 
“We have units redeploying all the time.”

At the CRSP, Soldiers with the Fort 
Eustis-based 155th Inland Cargo Trans-
fer Company, briefed Solis of their mis-
sion. The CRSP processes more than 
3,000 pieces of inbound and outbound 
cargo a month.

At the CSC, Lt. Col. Peter Haas, the 
commander for the 49th Transportation 
Battalion, briefed Solis of his unit’s mis-
sion, key tasks, staging lanes and move-
ment control team missions. The CSC 
manages an average of more than 30 
convoys or 1,000 trucks daily. During 
Solis’ visit at the CSC he was also briefed 
on how the CSC uses radios, Blue Force 
Tracker and other systems to maintain 
communication with Soldiers traveling 
Iraqi’s roads.

During Solis’ last stop at the CDC, 
Soldiers with the 80th Ordnance Battal-
ion briefed him on their missions, such 
as the joint distribution center, forward 
redistribution point and mobile redistri-
bution team. CDC improvements include 
contracts awarded for power genera-
tion consolidation and Mine-Resistant 
Ambush-Protected vehicle consolidating 
warehouse operations.
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Command Sgt. Maj. Frank A. Grippe, command ser-
geant major for Multi-National Corps-Iraq, congratu-
lates Staff Sgt. James A. Russo, of Deltona, Fla,, at 
Joint Base Balad, Iraq July 22. Russo, a reservist who 
served for two years as a liaison offi cer at the Land-
stuhl Regional Medical Center in Germany, received a 
Meritorious Service Medal. 

GAO Director visits critical logistics nodes 

every Thursday at 0830 IZ
every Saturday at 1430 IZ

www.dvidshub.net

Telling the Sustainer Story from all across Iraq

Or log on to

keyword: Balad and Beyond

Now airing on the 
Pentagon Channel 

NCO looks after Soldiers, Families in Germany

First Lt. Spencer Taylor, accountable offi cer for the forward redistribution point and 
attached to the 910th Quartermaster Company, from Ardmore, Ok., and Tupelo, Miss., 
native, briefs Mr. William Solis, the director of U.S. Government Accountability Of-
fi ce, on operations at the corps distribution center at Joint Base Balad, Iraq July 24.

STORY AND PHOTO BY 
SPC. AMANDA D. TUCKER

EXPEDITIONARY TIMES STAFF

STORY AND PHOTO BY 
SPC. KIYOSHI C. FREEMAN
EXPEDITIONARY TIMES STAFF

U.S. Army photo by Spc. Brian A. Barbour



BAGHDAD – The 3rd Platoon, 566th 
Postal Company, 271st 
Human Resources 
Company, the “Union 

III Postal Team,” ex-
cels at accomplish-
ing their mission 
here providing 
post office opera-

tions service to Coalition forces and 
civilian contractors. 

One aspect of the postal team is 
conducting mobile postal missions to 
surround camps and forward operat-
ing bases to provide Army Post Office 
services.

The MPM team consists of Sgt. 
Daryl Thompson, a native of Phila-
delphia and squad leader; Sgt. Kevin 

Adams a resident of Detroit, Mich., 
team leader; Spc. Kenya Felix a native 
of Passaic, N.J. and finance clerk; and 
Spc. Stephen Williams from Tacoma, 
Wash., and is a technical inspector.  

Together, the group of Soldiers 
take their expertise of postal service 
to units like the 10th Combat Support 
Hospital, FOB Shield and Freedom 
Rest.

Despite their hard work and long 
hours, the team continues to remain 
professional as well as show great 
customer service and discipline. 

JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq – A mo-
bile container repair 

team consisting of sev-
eral Soldiers from the 
699th Maintenance 

Company travel to 
bases in Iraq ensur-
ing containers are 
capable of trans-

porting equipment overseas during 
the responsible drawdown of forces.

Before MCRTs were formed, bases 
across Iraq lacked container repair 
capabilities, so damaged containers 
were usually sent to the container 
repair yard on Joint Base Balad. The 
699th Maint. Co. MCRT and others 
save time and money by traveling to 
other bases to conduct basic repairs 
on site. 

“With the drawdown, the impor-
tance of the (repair) of containers is 
getting a lot of high visibility because 
all military units are going to need 
these containers to effectively ship 
their equipment,” said Warrant Offi-
cer Jeremy C. Allen, an allied trades 
technician from the Fort Irwin, Calif., 
699th Maint. Co. MCRT and Treze-
vant, Tenn., native.

The 699th Maint. Co. MCRT had 
only 10 days to get their equipment 
together and train their personnel be-
fore scheduled to arrive at their first 
base. The nine team members from 
the 699th Maint. Co. MCRT went 
through a convention for safe con-
tainers inspection course, allowing 
them to certify containers are ready to 
be shipped. They also toured the JBB 

container repair yard 
to get a general idea on 
the process.

MCRTs begin work-
ing on containers with 
an initial inspection to 
identify the level of re-
pair needed. Level one 
repairs, such as inden-
tions, minor welding 
or forklift damage are 
simple. Level two re-
pairs have parts that 
need to be cut off of 
the container and re-
placed. Level two con-
tainers are sent to the 
JBB container repair 
yard. Level three con-
tainers are containers 
with deficiencies that 
label them almost un-
usable.

When the 699th 
Maint. Co. MCRT first 
started doing repairs 
at Forward Operating 
Base Warhorse in May, 
there wasn’t a contract 
to repair triple con-
tainers, a container 
for military transpor-
tation. The MCRT went above their 
usual level of repair and beyond their 
scope of duties by repairing level two 
and level three containers. During 
their time at FOB Warhorse, they re-
paired 20 containers.

Working out of two 20 foot contain-
ers and a welding trailer, the MCRT 
uses equipment like grinders, sledge-
hammers and plasma cutters safely to 
finish the job.

“We haven’t had any accidents so 
far,” said Spc. Marlon S. Ubungen, a 
metal worker for the 699th Maint. Co. 
MCRT, and Sacramento, Calif., native. 
“We have been working safely (and) 
all the noncommissioned officers do a 
safety briefing every day.” 

The MCRT repaired approximately 
20 containers, or roughly one a day, 
while working alongside Marines at 
Camp Taqqadum from June 28 to 

July 16.
“We showed them a couple of 

tricks,” said Sgt. Samuel B. Irones, 
a metal worker for the 699th Maint. 
Co. MCRT and Nixa, Mo., native. “We 
have more experience and we know 
how to get the job done.”

“We have a very good environ-
ment,” Ubungen said. “Everybody 
works together and it is like a family. 
This is a nice bunch.”
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Soldiers provide repair support

10th Sustainment Brigade, Camp Taji http://www.taskforcemuleskinner.army.mil/mm.asp
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Union III - Postal operations
STORY AND PHOTO BY 
SGT. KEVIN ADAMS 

UPAR, 271ST HRC, 10TH SUST. BDE.

Pfc. Nikolaos Rattray and Pfc. Caleb Cloud preping  a conex, wheeled mechanics, working as welders 
for the 699th Maintenance Company, from Fort Irwin, Calif. are heating the locking bar bracket on a con-
tainer at Camp Taqqadum July 18. 

U.S. Army photo by Sgt. 1st Class Michael Francis

Sgt. Daryl Thompson, a native of Philadel-
phia, Pa., a postal team specialist for the 
3rd Platoon, 566th Postal Company, 271st 
Human Resources Company, helps sort 
the mail into tri-walls to transit at Baghdad, 
Iraq. 



JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq – The 402nd 
Army Field Support Bri-

gade’s Mobile Parts Hospi-
tal section saves time and 

money by fabricating 
parts and tools for Sol-
diers here every day.

Three civilians work 
with the 1st Battalion, 402nd AFSB to 
support emergency fabrication of metal 
repair parts and tools for Soldiers. The 
purpose of the MPH section is to make 
anything Soldiers need from pins, nuts 
or screws to keep their mission going. 

 “The Soldiers get a part in minutes 
here that normally takes 60 days to get 
if ordered from the states,” said Lt. Col. 
Andris M. Ikstrums, the support opera-
tions offi cer for 1st Bn., 402nd AFSB 
and resident of Huntsville, Ala. “This 
shop makes a big difference and allows 
Soldiers to get back on the road and fo-
cus on the mission.” 

One example, of the 11,300 parts 
the MPH produced last year was the 
front door latch for a Mine-Resistant 
Ambush-Protected vehicle which was 
snapping.  They made a new locking 
mechanism that is thicker and doesn’t 

break.
“When we make a replacement part 

because the old one broke, we try to 
redesign it - take the failure out of it 
-make the part better so it won’t break 
again,” said Kevin S. Leis, a machinist 
and a civilian contractor. 

The MPH makes the parts based on 
mission necessity like the time they 
made a coupler off of a cement truck 
because the replacement part could not 
be shipped for two months. 

“The cement mixers are used to fi ll 
up holes on the roads so they cannot be 
used for future improvised explosive 
device locations,” Leis said. “A vehicle 
that prevents IEDs can’t wait. We feel 
proud to be part of the solution that 
saves Soldiers’ lives.” 

Soldiers call, e-mail or walk into the 
shop and ask if the MPH can fabricate 
a much needed part. The shop requires 
only the broken piece to make and re-
place. 

“Basically, Soldiers just give us a 
part and the quantity,” Leis said. “We 
reverse engineer and make a comput-
er aided design and then produce the 
product here in our shop.”

The MPH not only makes parts, they 
also but produce tools for Soldiers. One 
Soldier developed an idea for a special 
tool to put bar armor on MRAP vehi-
cles.

 “Since the Soldier came up with the 

idea, we named the tool after him,” 
said Leis. “So now when people want a 
duplicate of the tool, we give them the 
Wolf Bar Armor tool because the Sol-
diers’ last name is Wolf.”

Leis said there is no way to gauge 
how much money they have saved the 
Army, but he knows it is a lot. 

One example, Leis gave, was a nut 
on an Apache transmission that no one 
had a tool to remove. Units were hav-
ing to ship the transmission back to the 
states with a price tag of $290,000 per 
round trip. 

The MPH shop made a tool for re-
moving the nut and has saved at least 
one trip back to the states each month; 
saving millions of dollars every year on 
just one part, Leis said. 

“I’ve been a machinist for 33 years 
and this is the most fulfi lling job I have 
ever had because Soldiers are so appre-
ciative of what we do,” Leis said.

JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq – A Fort 
Hood transportation 
unit hosted a 
noncommissioned offi cer 

induction ceremony 
to recognize the 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s , 
courage and dedication 

of new NCOs in units stationed here 
July 15.

The 49th Transportation Battalion 
welcomed 53 new sergeants and 
corporals into the NCO Corps in a 
traditional ceremony emphasizing the 
pride of and service of NCOs. 

“What a wonderful day in today’s 
Army when we get 53 new inductees 
into the NCO Corps,” said Command 
Sgt. Maj. Willie C. Tennant Sr., the 
senior NCO for the 3d Sustainment 
Command (Expeditionary). “It is 
an honor and privilege to welcome 
new NCOs from across JBB into the 

Corps.” 
Tennant described sergeants as the 

ultimate weapon here because the Iraq 
war is primarily executed by sergeants 
and staff sergeants on the ground. 
The war is being fought at the squad, 
platoon and company level, he said. 

“Sergeants are the difference 
between success and failure on the 
battlefi eld,” Tenant said.

Sgt. Blair R. Fuller, a communications 
NCO with the 266th Military Police 
Company said he liked the ceremony 
because it instilled a lot of pride in the 
inductees. He said to be an NCO means 
a lot to him because he can follow in 
the footsteps of his leaders.

“My mentors taught me respect 
and motivation, they were always 
motivated, no matter what,” Fuller, a 
native of Saginaw Mich., said. “To be 
an NCO means to motivate Soldiers 
every day, to love the Army and treat 
soldiers with respect.”

Tennant told the new NCOs that to 
be good Soldiers; they have to fi rst be 

a good people.
“Are you going to improve the lives 

of Soldiers? Make them better people 
to make them better Soldiers,” he asked 

the crowd, “because it’s your duty and 
responsibility now to take care of your 
Soldiers.”
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The Joint Base Balad Mobile Parts Hospi-
tal saves time and money by fabricating 
parts and tools (as pictured above and 
on right) for Soldiers to keep missions 
running.

Transporters host NCO induction ceremony
BY SGT. CRYSTAL G. REIDY
EXPEDITIONARY TIMES STAFF

16th Sustainment Brigade “Knights” at COB Q-West
http://www.16sustainment.army.mil/http://www.16sustainment.army.mil/
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U.S. Army photo by Spc. Kelly Anne Beck

Soldiers from Riverside, Calif.’s 304th Sustainment Brigade reciting the oath of the 
non commissioned offi cers during an NCO Induction Ceremony hosted by the 49th 
Transportation Battalion at Joint Base Balad, Iraq July 15.

Mobile Parts Hospital saves equipment 
STORY AND PHOTOS BY 

SGT. CRYSTAL G. REIDY 
EXPEDITIONARY TIMES STAFF



BAGHDAD – “Can I get fi fty bucks in 
Iraqi dinar?” That may 

sound like an odd request 
from an American Sol-

dier at a fi nance offi ce 
in Baghdad, but in the 
next few months it 
will be as natural as 

buying DVDs or energy drinks from the 
Iraqi shops here. 

However, the Army and Air Force Ex-
change Services run shops and the mili-
tary postal services will still only accept 
U.S. dollars, explained Maj. Timothy 
Lancaster, the commander of the 208th 
Financial Management Company, 10th 
Sustainment Brigade Troops Battalion.

“The goal is to migrate from using 
primarily U.S. dollars to primarily Iraqi 
dinar by Oct. 1, 2009,” said Lancaster. 
He stressed that October isn’t a dead-
line, but a reasonable goal.

Lancaster, from Mannheim, Ger-
many, is in charge of six fi nance de-
tachments from all over the world that 
support fi nances in the Multi-National 
Division – Baghdad area.

“Iraq is their own country and sover-
eign,” Lancaster added. “Their currency 
is the Iraqi Dinar, so we need to respect 
that and start adopting what we can to 
support them.”

As Coalition forces have left the cit-
ies and Iraqi Security Forces have taken 
over security, Army fi nance is trying 
to transition the economy back to the 
shoulders of Iraqis using the Dinar to 
lessen CF visibility here, according to 
Lancaster.

“The advantage of switching over is 
we inject their economy and that makes 
the Dinar stronger,” said Capt. Jason 
Hempstead, the 828th FM Detachment 
commander, 208th FM Co. The Penn-
sylvania Army National Guard Soldiers 
from the 828th run the Camp Liberty 
Finance Offi ce. 

“It helps us accomplish our mission 
and it helps Iraqis become more eco-
nomically stable,” added Hempstead, 
who hails from Richmond, Va.

In theory, the goal to lessen the CF 
footprint, help stabilize the Iraqi econ-
omy and spend more local currency in 
markets in Baghdad should be easy, but 
that isn’t the case, said Lancaster.

“The switch from the dollar to the di-
nar has been harder than expected be-
cause it’s been so ingrained in Iraqi ven-
dors,” explained Lancaster. “Vendors are 
so used to seeing cash and U.S. dollars; 
there have to be a mental shift.”

That shift is already starting to take 
place around bases in Baghdad as more 
and more local shop owners don’t bat an 
eye when asked if they take dinar, said 
Lancaster.

“It shouldn’t be a problem, the ven-
dors usually accept local currency,” add-
ed Hempstead.

Though many Soldiers come in to 
request money from their Eagle Cash 
card, the need for U.S. currency is most-

ly coming from paying agents that pay 
their contractors, added Hempstead.

“We issued about four million U.S. 
dollars from this offi ce last month,” said 
1st Lt. Donald Warren, a disbursing 
agent from Indiana, Pa., assigned to the 
828th FM Det. “But for every day opera-
tions, we have both types of currency to 
fulfi ll the need for the mission.”

In the market, the price of the Iraqi 
dinar fl uctuates daily, but for the past 
seven months the military exchange rate 
has held at 1,170 Iraqi dinars to one U.S. 
dollar, explained Lancaster. Differences 
in on base and off base exchange rates 
can lead to black market currency prices 
and fear of counterfeit currency coming 
into circulation.

“We have guaranteed currency from 
trusted sources, like the National Bank 
of Iraq, so it’s safe to get your dinar from 
our fi nance offi ces,” said Lancaster. 
There are also security measures that 
Lancaster’s offi ces take that check for 
watermarks among other things.

Using the dinar will also cut out steep 
costs of transitioning cash from the Unit-
ed States to Iraq with Soldiers carrying it 
every step of the way, added Lancaster.

“Is it a simple fl ip of a switch? No, 
it really isn’t,” said Lancaster. “We will 
always be here for the Soldiers, but we 
want the banks here to do the banking 
for the Iraqis.”

As word spreads and more Soldiers 
start to take advantage of the dinar, the 
easier it will be to transition out of Iraq 
when the time comes, the easier it will be 
to get a better deal on those DVDs and 
energy drinks at the markets.
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STORY AND PHOTOS BY 
STAFF SGT. MARK BURRELL 

MND-B PAO

Dollar to Dinar? Coming sooner than you think

Sgt. 1st Class Anthony Smith (left), an operations noncommissioned offi cer from 
Shreveport, La., assigned to the 39th Military Police Company, takes out money from 
his Eagle Cash card with the help of disbursing cashier, Spc. Christopher Cuomo 
(right) from Harrisburg, Pa., assigned to the Pennsylvania Army National Guard, 
828th Financial Management Detachment, 208th FM Co., 10th Sustainment Brigade, 
at Camp Liberty fi nance offi ce, Baghdad, Iraq July 15. 

Spc. Myra Vance (left), a casualty liaison specialist from Perry, Ga., assigned to the 510th Human Resources Company, Division 
Special Troops Battalion, 1st Cavalry Division, gets help with a fi nancial issue from Spc. Charles Yurtin, a customer service spe-
cialist assigned to the Pennsylvania Army National Guard 828th Financial Management Detachment, 208th FM Company, 10th 
Sustainment Brigade, at Camp Liberty Finance Offi ce, Baghdad, Iraq July 15. 



JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq – Wash-
ington Guardsmen 

cased their colors 
and handed over 
their mission to an 

Army National 
Guard unit from 
Mississippi dur-
ing a transfer of 

authority ceremony here July 29.
Soldiers of 1st Battalion, 161st 

Infantry Regiment (Washington 
Army National Guard) escorted 
supply convoys around Iraq, travel-
ing over 1.7 million miles since ar-
riving Oct. 2008. During 1,800 con-
voy missions, the unit ensured the 
safe delivery of 110 million gallons 
of fuel, 600,000 tons of supplies 
and 120 million gallons of water 
while supporting the 3d Sustain-
ment Command (Expeditionary) 

logistics mission in Iraq.
“It was a complete honor to serve 

with some of the fi nest junior offi -
cers, NCOs and junior enlisted that 
the Army has to offer,” said Lt. Col. 
Gregory J. Allen, commanding offi -
cer, 1st Bn., 161st Inf. Regt.

Allen, a Spokane, Wash. native, 
said the escort mission, especially 
for infantrymen, was a diffi cult ad-
justment to make at fi rst. Most of 
the Soldiers were unfamiliar with 
convoy operations or the Army’s 
new Mine Resistant-Ambush Pro-
tected vehicle. However, his Sol-
diers quickly realized the impor-
tance of the mission, trained and 
made it their own, he said. 

Allen, who commanded a special 
forces company during the initial in-
vasion of Iraq in 2003, said security 
has improved considerably across 
the country. Even in the 10 months 
of their deployment, which saw the 
withdrawal of Coalition forces from 
cities, Allen said things changed for 

the better with Iraqi police manning 
more checkpoints and more people 
out on the roads.

According to fi gures released by 
Multi-National Forces-Iraq, na-
tionwide, attacks are at their lowest 
levels since August 2003, and the 
weekly average is 70 percent lower 
than it was last year. 

“When we fi rst got here, it was 
just us and the Stryker (brigade 
combat teams) out on the road at 
night,” Allen said.

The situation was still dangerous 
at times, he cautioned. The Wash-
ington Guardsmen were attacked 
more than 50 times by small arms 
fi re, rockets or roadside bombs, and 
14 Purple Hearts were awarded for 
Soldiers wounded by enemy action.

Lt. Col. Norman B. Green, com-
manding offi cer, 304th Sustainment 
Brigade, praised the Washington 
Guardsmen for their professional-
ism and proven ability under fi re.

“Your accomplishments and ser-

vice to the nation is commendable,” 
Green said.

Although a National Guard unit 
attached to an Army Reserve sus-
tainment brigade, which in turn 
fell under the command of an ac-
tive duty Corps-level headquarters, 
Green said everyone seemed to 
work well together.

“Once we arrived in theater, we 
really didn’t see a lot of differences 
in mentality between Guard, Re-
serve or Active Duty,” Allen said. “It 
truly is one Army.”

The Washington Guardsmen 
were relieved and replaced by 1st 
Bn., 155th Inf. Regt. of the Missis-
sippi Army National Guard.

This is the 1st Bn., 161st Inf. 
Regt.’s second tour of duty in Iraq. 
In 2004, the unit provided security 
for the Green Zone, as well as con-
ducted combat operations and civil 
affairs reconstruction projects in 
southeast Baghdad.
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Washington Guardsmen return to Evergreen StateWashington Guardsmen r

Guidon-bearers from 1st Battalion, 161st Infantry Regiment (Washington Army National Guard) and 1st Bn., 
155th Inf. Regt. (Mississippi Army National Guard) wait for a transfer of authority ceremony to begin at Joint 
Base Balad, Iraq July 29. Primarily, the Washington guardsmen escorted logistics convoys and executed force 
protection missions during their tour. 

STORY AND PHOTOS BY 
SPC. KIYOSHI C. FREEMAN
EXPEDTIONARY TIMES STAFF
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Lt. Col. Gregory J. Allen, commanding offi cer, 
1st Battalion, 161st Infantry Regiment (Washing-
ton Army National Guard), and Command Sgt. 
Maj. David Windom, both of Spokane, Wash., en-
case their unit’s colors during a transfer of au-
thority ceremony at Joint Base Balad, Iraq July 
29. Since arriving Oct. 2008, the Washington 
guardsmen performed more than 1,800 convoy 
escort missions around Iraq.

Washington Guardsmen return to Evergreen Statereturn to Evergreen State

Gen. Michael J. Lally, commanding general, 3d Sustainment Command (Expeditionary), and Com-
Sgt. Maj. Willie C. Tennant congratulate Soldiers of 1st Battalion, 161st Infantry Regiment (Wash-
Army National Guard) during a transfer of authority ceremony at Joint Base Balad, Iraq July 29. A 
unit, 1st Bn., 161st Inf. Regt. served under the 304th Sustainment Brigade, a reserve unit, and the 

C, an active duty, Corps-level headquarters.
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FORWARD OPERATING BASE GHA-
LIBIYAH, Iraq – Soldiers of Joint Task 

Force Eagle partnered 
with their Iraqi Army 
Engineer counterparts 
as they build an En-

gineers Castle and 
apply their skills to 
symbolize a joint 
engineers venture 

and future operations here July 21.
JTF Eagle’s mission is centered on 

partnership while enhancing the IA 
Engineers technical skills. JTF-Eagle 
Military Transition Team and the 5th 
Iraqi Army Field Engineer Regiment 
used the symbol of the Engineer Corps 
to establish an opportunity for dia-
logue between two commanders who 
share a similar vision for the future of 
Iraq.

Col. Ra’ad, the 5th IA FER com-
mander, JTF-Eagle 37th Engineer 
Battalion’s Lt. Col. Paul Huszar, com-

mander and from Seabring, Fla., and 
Command Sgt. Maj. Wayne Durham 
from Norlina, N.C., discusses engi-
neering support as Huszar’s main con-
cern was potential projects that could 
affect one of the top two issues for the 
Diyala province: waste management. 
There are four landfi ll projects waiting 
to be contracted and Huszar has taken 
the lead on one that JTF-Eagle and the 
5th IA FER could build in partnership. 
Part of the JTF-Eagle relationship with 
the 5th IA is to begin reconstruction 
missions, assisting them with develop-
ing and executing sustainable opera-
tions in their province.

Ra’ad said he appreciated all of the 
support JTF-Eagle was willing to pro-
vide.  Ra’ad articulated his opinion on 
how the Diyala government needed to 
decide where the landfi lls would be lo-
cated and making it known to the pub-
lic for their use.  Ra’ad also mentioned 
that he wanted the 5th IA FER to be 
involved in the contracting process, 
which Huszar said would be a very 
good thing. 

MiTT, 5th IA FER offi cers and non 

comissioned offi cers gathered around 
the castle listening as 1st Lt. Chad Liv-
ingston, the MiTT team leader from 
Tempe, Ariz., spoke on the meaning of 
the project.

“The Castle was built by the Soldiers 
of the 37th and the 5th,” said Livings-
ton. “It represents our relationship 
and our future success for the upcom-
ing year.”  

At the base of the castle, the Soldiers 
had fresh concrete ready for the com-
manders to place their hands in.  Both 
IA and Coalition leaders placed the 
37th Eng. Bn. coin in the center.  The 
group posed for photos, shook hands 
and talked about the project and the 
uniqueness of the castle. 

The dialogue between the two part-
ners continued with conversations 
about family and sports, and the soc-
cer game between JTF and the 5th IA 
FER. 

In addition to the landfi ll project, 
Huszar also mentioned other poten-
tial partnership missions that would 
increase both the vertical and horizon-
tal construction capabilities of the 5th 

IA FER.  The primary mission of JTF-
Eagle is to join efforts with the 5th IA 
FER in order to improve the quality of 
life for the local populace, doing what 
engineers do best.

Huszar expressed hope to key lead-
ers and that the partnership does not 
stop at the MiTT. Partnership, with the 
JTF, will take the initiative and go be-
yond that. 

“I encourage you all to meet this 
challenge head-on and establish a re-
lationship with your counterpart, the 
company commander for the 5th IA 
FER Headquarters and Headquarters 
Company or fi rst sergeant for example” 
said Huszar.  “I want, by the time we 
leave, for everyone to be working with 
a counterpart from the 5th IA FER.”

The intent is to develop respect be-
tween the forces, a greater competence 
in basic leadership, the NCO support 
channel and daily operations that are 
essential for a functioning unit.  JTF 
Eagle is determine to meet this chal-
lenge and leave Iraq knowing their 
footprint lies in the capabilities of the 
5th IA FER. 
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Iraqi Army Engineers, JTF Eagle Soldiers partner to engineer castle
BY 1ST LT. MEGHAN E. KEEFE

UPAR, 37TH ENG. BN., 
555TH ENG. BDE.



CAMP LIBERTY, Iraq - With only 
two months left before 
redeployment, leaders 
of the 89th Transporta-

tion Company continue 
to conduct mission-
focused training to 
ensure Soldiers keep 

their head in the game.  
Sgt. Philip Bousson of Killeen, Tex-

as said, “To keep Soldiers from getting 
complacent, we have to constantly re-
mind them that other Soldiers are get-
ting wounded or killed along the routes 
we travel every day.  There is always an 
indirect threat.  As Soldiers, we cannot 
afford to get relaxed and comfortable.  
We can relax and get comfortable when 
we get on the bird to go home.”

Several Soldiers admit it is hard to 
focus on the mission when redeploy-
ment is so close.  

Spc. Craig Hunter of Newport News, 
Va. said, “It’s hard to keep your mind 
right when you know that you’re going 
home.  Sometimes all you can think 
about is just getting out of here.”  

However, some Soldiers under-

stand the importance of maintaining 
the right frame of mind and ensuring 

everyone remain profi cient on military 
equipment.  

Spc. Donald Blandini of Boston, 
Mass. said, “Even though it is hard to 
stay focused, I know that I have to stay 
sharp so that I can make it home in one 
piece.”

Besides providing continuous train-
ing on basic Soldier skills, leaders 
ensures Soldiers are refreshing their 
skills related to their military occupa-
tional specialty and equipment.  

Sgt. Jeremy Berry from Kansas 
City, Mo. says, “At all times you must 
be aware of your surroundings.  When 
conducting truck operations, know 
what is behind you before movement.  
Outside the wire, you must continuous-
ly monitor your surroundings.”  Berry 
said as a leader he routinely trains his 
Soldiers on proper backing procedures 
and ground guiding.

Sgt. Marshall Lindsay, native of 
High Point, N.C., and maintenance 
platoon sergeant, said he is aware and 
ensures that every truck needs to be 
in mission capable condition so he in-
stills a sense of pride and discipline in 
his mechanics, to understand how im-
portant they are to the mission.

First Sgt. Jennifer Callicutt, a na-
tive of Bradley, Wis., said “I remind 
Soldiers each day that we are not done 
until our plane lands at Langley with 
everybody onboard.”  

CAMP STRYKER, Iraq – Soldiers of 
the Montana Army Na-

tional Guard, 639th 
Quartermaster Compa-
ny, from Havre, Mont. 

began preparing for 
deployment in Janu-
ary 2008 and ar-
rived here in Febru-

ary 2009.
Initially, the training began with the 

pre-mobilization training assistance 
element. This program was developed 
to minimize the reserve component’s 
deployment time.  Mobilization site 
training was shortened by utilizing 
regular drill weekends and annual 
training to conduct Soldier tasks, bat-
tle drills, and to complete the numer-
ous deployment briefs in order to meet 
requirements one year in advance.

The unit spent 25 days performing 
pre-mobilization tasks in Montana, 
and then 45 days at Fort Lewis, Wash. 
At Fort Lewis the unit accomplished 
several mobilization stations and train-
ing requirements set by the PTAE pro-
gram.  Training included foreign lan-
guage orientation, convoy operations, 
map reading and escalation of force 
scenarios to challenge the Soldiers as 
well as meet requirements.

Once all requirements were met, the 
unit continued onto Camp Buehring, 
Kuwait before entering Iraq.  There, 
the unit refi ned its Soldiers’ skills to 
include more training on close quarter 
marksmanship, combat lifesaver and 
convoy operations.

Upon arrival, the unit assumed re-
sponsibilities from the 62nd QM Com-
pany and executing various logistics 
assistance supporting the 10th Sus-
tainment Brigade and its subordinates 
units; one mission is the management 
of the Class I yard using equipment by 
loading and unloading containers and 

material handling of all classes of sup-
plies; other missions are is conducting 

inspections of Jordanian truck driver’s 
commercial trucks at Camp Liberty.
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Many phases of OIF mobilization 
accomplished by Montana Guardsmen

STORY AND PHOTO BY
1ST LT. WALTER W. WOODS III

UPAR, 639TH QM CO, 
10TH SUST. BDE. 

Pfc. Aaron Sample, a Des Moines, Iowa native, and a Soldier from the 89th Trans-
portation Company, conducts preventive maintenance on a vehicle in preparation for 
movement at Camp Liberty, Iraq.  Keeping the vehicles in good condition is just one 
of the many ways the Soldiers of the 89th Trans. Co. are staying away from becoming 
complacent.

Sustainers fight complacency with additional training
STORY AND PHOTO BY 

1ST LT. JONATHAN MCGUIRE
UPAR, 89TH TRANS. CO., 

10TH SUST. BDE.  

Staff Sgt. Edward Krause, a fuel operator and a Conrad, Mont. native, assigned to the 
639th Quartermaster Company replaces a port cover after downloading a tanker of 
fuel at Camp Liberty, Iraq. 

287th Sustainment Brigade, COB Adder
http://www.287susbde.com/
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CONTINGENCY OPERATING BASE Q-WEST, Iraq 
— A company of Soldiers here took the 

initiative in turning in more than $1 
million in excess Army equipment in 

advance of timelines for the with-
drawal of equipment from Iraq.

Soldiers of the reverse osmosis 
water purification unit (ROWPU) 

platoon, 574th Quartermaster Company, 395th 
Combat Sustainment Support Battalion, 16th Sus-
tainment Brigade, returned excess containers, 
pumps, hoses and other end-items and basic issue 
items valued at $1.1 million dollars to the bottled 
water plant June 19.

“This whole project was a team effort, and I am 
very proud of my Soldiers for their hard work,” said 
Staff Sgt. Shane Hatton, platoon sergeant, ROWPU 
platoon.

Hatton, a native of Newton, Kan., and Sgt. Juan 

Lopez, ROWPU platoon noncommissioned officer, 
led the project.

“I love working with Soldiers and getting down 
and dirty with them,” said Lopez, a native of Mi-
ami, Fla. “We all worked hard on this, and I am very 
proud of these guys.”  

Some of the end items turned in included 22 
“ISU 90s,” four-door containers sized for travel on 
aircraft; two “MILVANs,” military owned 20-foot 
demountable shipping containers; more than sev-
enteen 500-foot hoses associated with the Tactical 
Water Distribution System; two pumps; 40 miscel-
laneous water hoses and one Forward Area Water 
Production System.

Soldiers completed the turn-in of excess equip-
ment at the end of their mission with the Oasis In-
ternational Waters, Inc., water bottling facility on 
base. The platoon assisted by providing filtered wa-
ter to the plant, a business operated by Al-Morrell 
Development, a Utah-based corporation, for the 
past 13 months and the platoon’s mission ended 
July 17. 

“You know that nice bottled water the Army gives 
you?” said Hatton. “It used to be Iraqi pond water 
and now it’s the nice, clean water we all drink every 
day.” 

Much of the leg work was accomplished by Spc. 
Kizzy Hopkins, a native of Newark, N.J., and Spc. 
Kenneth Arnold, a native of Soddy Daisy, Tenn., 
said Hatton.

“Neither one of them holds a leadership position, 
but both of them are natural leaders and always 
take initiative in their duties,” Hatton said. 

The turn-in of excess equipment also added 3,500 
cubic feet of storage space to the ROWPU site, and 
garnered the company some extra recognition. The 
574th QM Co. was recognized as the best company 
inspected by the 3d Sustainment Command (Ex-
peditionary) during a command supply discipline 
program. 

“No one could be more proud of these Soldiers 
and their service to their comrades and country,” 
said Hatton. 
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Water purification Soldiers take initiative on equipment turn-in
BY CAPT. TRAVIS STREET

UPAR, 395TH CSSB, 16TH SUST. BDE.
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Sudoku
The objective is to fill 
the 9×9 grid so that 

each column, each row, 
and each of the nine 

3×3 boxes contains the 
digits from 1 to 9 only 

one time each. 

                        6   8   5
            3   4   9
  2              5              4
  3              7         9   6         8
 8                    3                    5
 4         6   8         2               7
            5               6               4
                        7    5   1
            2   9   8

Level: Medium

  9   5   8   3   7   2   4   1    6
 1   2   7   6   4  8    9   3   5
 3   6   4   9   5   1   8   2   7

 2   4   1   5    9  6   3    7   8
 7   8  9   2    3  4   6    5   1
 6   3  5    8   1   7   2    4   9
 4   7  6    1   2   9   5   8   3
 8   1   3   4   6   5   7   9   2
 5   9  2    7   8   3   1   6   4

Last weeks answers

Test your 
knowledge

What S-word is defined as “a lateral curvature of the 1. 
spine”?
Who became the NFL’s all-time touchdown leader in 2. 
1994?
What type of ads were banned in 1971, costing TV 3. 
networks $200 million?
What organ is inflamed when one has encephalitis?4. 
What body part was most frequently covered with 5. 
lard and roasted over a fire as a torture during the 
Spanish inquisition?

1.Scoliosis   2. Jerry Rice   3. Cigarette ads   4. The brain   5.  The foot

JOINT BASE BALAD 
WORSHIP SERVICES INDOOR 

POOL
Swim Lessons:
Mon., Wed.,- 6 

p.m.
Tue., Thu., 

Sat.,- 
6:30 p.m.

AquaTraining:
Tue.,Thu.,- 

7:30 p.m., 8:30 
p.m.

EAST FIT-
NESS 

CENTER
Open Court 
Volleyball:

Sunday- 6 p.m.
Aerobics:

Mon., Wed., 
Fri.- 

5:30-6:30 a.m.
Yoga Class:

Mon., Fri.- 6-7 
a.m.

Step Aerobics:
Mon., Wed., 

Fri.- 
5:30 p.m.

Condition-
ing Training 

Class:
Mon., Wed., 
Fri.- 7:15-

8 p.m.
Brazilian Jui-

Jitsu:
Mon., Wed., 

Fri.- 
8-9 p.m.

Abs-Aerobics:

Tue., Thu., 6-7 
a.m.,

5-6 p.m
Edge Weapons 
& Stick Fight-
ing Combative 

Training:
Tue., Thur., 

Sat.,- 
8-10 p.m. 

EAST REC-
REATION 
CENTER

4-ball tourney:
Sunday- 8 p.m
8-ball tourney: 
Monday- 8 p.m 

Karaoke: 
Monday- 8 

p.m.
Swing Class: 
Tuesday- 8 

p.m.
Table Tennis: 

Tuesday- 8 
p.m.

9-ball tourney: 
Wednesday- 8 

p.m.
Dungeons & 

Dragons: 
Thursday- 
7:30 p.m.

Poetry Night: 
Thursday-8 

p.m. 
6-ball tourney: 

Thursday- 8 
p.m.

Caribbean 
Night:

Friday- 8 p.m. 
Chess & 

Dominoes 
Tourney:

Friday- 8 p.m.
Salsa Class:

Saturday- 8:30 
p.m.

Poker:
Saturday- 7:30 

p.m.

H6 FITNESS 
CENTER

Spin:
Sunday- 9 a.m.

Mon., Wed., 
Fri.,- 2 a.m., 8 
a.m. 2 p.m., 7 

p.m., 
9 p.m.

Tue., Thu., 
-5:45 a.m., 
9 a.m., 8:30 

p.m.
Saturday- 9 
a.m., 7 p.m.

Boxing:
Sunday- 4 p.m.
Tue., Thu.,- 2 

p.m.
Boot Camp:

Sunday- 8:45 
a.m

Tue.,Thu.,- 7 
p.m.

Power Abs:
Mon., Tue., 

Thu., - 8 p.m.
Friday-  9 p.m.
CC Cross Fit:

Monday-

Saturday- 
10:30 p.m
Cross Fit:

Mon., Wed., 
Fri.,- 5:45 

a.m., 7 a.m., 3 
p.m., 

6 p.m.
Tue., Thu.,- 7 

a.m., 
3 p.m.

Sunday- 5:45 
a.m., 

7 a.m., 3 p.m.
P90x:

Monday- Sat-
urday- 4:30 
a.m., 4 p.m., 

10 p.m.
12 a.m.
Soccer:

Tue., Thu.,- 8 
p.m.

Yoga:
Wednesday- 8 

p.m.
MACP Level 

1:
Friday- 8 p.m. 
5 on 5 Basket-

ball: 
Saturday- 8 

p.m.

H6 RECRE-
ATION 

CENTER
Bingo:

Sunday- 8 p.m.
Texas 

Hold’em:
Mon., Fri.,- 2 

p.m.,
8:30 p.m.

8-ball tourney: 
Tuesday- 2 

a.m., 
8:30 p.m.
Ping-pong 
tourney: 

Tuesday- 8:30 
p.m.

Spades:
Wednesday- 2 

a.m.,
8:30 p.m.

Salsa:
Wednesday- 
8:30 p.m.

9-ball:
Thursday- 2 

a.m., 
8:30 p.m.
Karaoke:
Thursday- 
8:30 p.m.
Dominos: 

Saturday- 8:30 
p.m.

Darts:
Saturday- 8:30 

p.m.
WEST REC-
REATION 
CENTER

Green Bean 
Karaoke:

Sun., Wed., 
7:30pm

9-ball tourney: 
Monday- 8 

p.m.
Ping-pong 
tourney: 

Tuesday- 8 
p.m.

Foosball 
tourney: 

Tuesday- 8 
p.m.

Jam Session: 
Tuesday- 7:30 

p.m
8-ball tourney: 
Wednesday- 8 

p.m
Guitar Les-

sons: 
Thursday- 
7:30 p.m

Game tourney: 
Thursday- 1 
p.m, 8 p.m.

Enlisted Poker:
Friday- 1 p.m., 

8 p.m.
Offi cer Poker:

Saturday- 1 
p.m., 8 p.m.

Squat Compe-
tition: 

Saturday- 8 
p.m.

WEST FIT-
NESS 

CENTER
3 on 3 basket-

ball
tourney: 

Saturday- 7:30 
p.m. 

6 on 6 vol-
leyball 

tourney: 
Friday- 7 p.m. 

Aerobics: 
Monday, 

Wednesday, 
Friday- 7 p.m.
Body by Midg-

ett Toning 
Class: 

Tue., Thu., - 7 
p.m.

Dodge ball 
Game: 

Tuesday- 7:30 
p.m.

Furman’s 
Martial Arts: 
Mon., Wed., 
Sun.,- 1 p.m.

Gaston’s 
Self-Defense 

Class: 
Fri., Sat.- 7 

p.m.
Open court 
basketball: 

Thursday- 7 
p.m. 

Open court 
soccer: 

Mon., Wed., - 7 
p.m.

Zingano 
Brazilian Jui 

Jitsu: 
Tue., Thu.,- 
8:30 p.m.

CIRCUIT 
GYM

Floor hockey: 
Mon., Wed., 

Fri.,– 
8-10 p.m

NDOOR 
POOL
m Lessons:
n., Wed.,- 6 

Tue., Thu., 6-7 
a.m.,

5-6 p.m
Edge Weapons 
& S i k i h

Friday- 8 p.m.
Chess & 

Dominoes
Tourney:
d 8

Saturday- 
10:30 p.m
Cross Fit:

Mon., Wed., 

p.m.,
8:30 p.m.

8-ball tourney: 
Tuesday- 2 

Tuesday- 8 
p.m.

Foosball 
tourney:

d 8

Aerobics: 
Monday, 

Wednesday, 
Friday- 7 p.m.

d b id

JB BALAD  ACTIVITIESJB BALAD  ACTIVITIES

upcoming sports 
on afn

Wednesday 8/5/09
Colorado Rockies @ Philadelphia Phillies, Live 2 a.m. AFN/
sports
New York Liberty @ Detroit Shock, Live 2:30 a.m. AFN/xtra
Atlanta Braves @ San Diego Padres, Live 5 a.m. AFN/xtra
Chicago Cubs @ Cincinnatti Reds, Tape Delayed 10 a.m. AFN/
sports
Los Angeles Angels @ Chicago White Sox, Tape Delayed 3 p.m. 
AFN/sports

Friday 8/7/09
Boston Red Sox @ New York Yankees, Live 2 a.m. AFN/sports
Arizona Diamondbacks @ Pittsburgh Pirates, Live 2 a.m. AFN/
xtra
New York Mets @ San Diego Padres, Live 5 p.m. AFN/xtra

Tuesday 8/11/09
Detroit Tigers @ Boston Red Sox, Live 2 a.m. AFN/xtra
Tampa Bay Rays @ Los Angeles Angels, Live 5 a.m. AFN/
xtra
Los Angeles Dodgers @ San Francisco Giants, Tape Delayed 
5 p.m. AFN/sports

Monday 8/10/09
Boston Red Sox @ New York Yankees, Live 3 a.m. AFN/
prime atlantic 
Florida Marlins @ Philadelphia Phillies, Tape Delayed 5 a.m. 
AFN/xtra 
Tampa Bay Rays @ Seattle Mariners, Tape Delayed 3 p.m. 
AFN/sports

Sunday 8/9/09
Oakland Athletics @ Kansas City Royals, Live 2 a.m. AFN/
prime atlantic
UFC 101 - DECLARATION: Penn vs Florian, Live 5 a.m. 
AFN/xtra
Columbus Crew @ San Jose Earthquakes, Tape Delayed 8 
a.m. AFN/xtra 
Atlanta Braves @ Los Angeles Dodgers, Tape Delayed 4 p.m. 
AFN/xtra

Saturday 8/8/09
Boston Red Sox @ New York Yankees, Live 2 a.m. AFN/xtra
Milwaukee Brewers @ Houston Astros, Live 3 a.m. AFN/sports
Texas Rangers @ Los Angeles Angels, Live 5 a.m. AFN/xtra
Real Madrid @ Toronto FC, Tape Delayed 10 a.m. AFN/sports
NASCAR Nationwide Series: Zippo 200, Live 10 p.m. AFN/
xtra

Thursday 8/6/09
Boston Red Sox @ Tampa Bay Rays, Live 2 a.m. AFN/xtra
Texas Rangers @ Oakland Athletics, Live 5 a.m. AFN/xtra
New York Yankees @ Toronto Blue Jays, Tape Delayed 10 a.m. 
AFN/sports
Baltimore Orioles @ Detroit Tigers, Live 8 p.m. AFN/sports
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Wednesday, August 5
5 p.m. Year One         

8 p.m. Th e Hangover 
   

 Th ursday, August 6
5 p.m. Th e Hangover     

 8 p.m. G-Force  
  

Friday, August 7
2 p.m. Th e Proposal   

5 p.m. My Sister’s Keeper 
8:30 p.m. Aliens In 

Th e Att ic  

Saturday, August 8
2 p.m. My Sister’s Keeper 

5 p.m. Aliens In 
Th e Att ic    

8 p.m. Th e Proposal  

Sunday, August 9
8 p.m. (Concert) 

Chris Baren And 
Th e Spin Doctors  

Monday, August 10
5 p.m. My Sister’s Keeper  

8 p.m. Aliens In 
Th e Att ic 

Tuesday, August 11
8 p.m. Lonewolf 
Comedy Show   

Movie Times 

PVT. MURPHY’S LAW

Iraq according to Opet

(Schedule is Subject to Change)

Conceived as a marrow donor for her gravely ill sister, 
Anna Fitzgerald (Abigail Breslin) has undergone countless 
surgeries and medical procedures in her short life. Though 
their older daughter’s life has no doubt been prolonged, 
the unorthodox decision of Anna’s parents has cracked the 
entire family’s foundation. When Anna sues her parents 
for emancipation, it sets off a court case that threatens to 
destroy the family for good. 

PP

Upcoming Movies

My Sister’s KeeperMy Sister’s Keeper
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PHOTOS AROUNDPHOTOS AROUND         
IRAQIRAQ                                         

U.S. Army Maj. Christopher Shaffer, right, from Clearwater, Fla., with the 945th Forward Surgical Team, 
and Dr. Naseer K. Jawad, left, general surgeon at Wasit Medical School, perform a skin graph proce-
dure, at Al Karama Hospital, Al Kut, Iraq.

U.S. Army photo by Spc. David M. Sharp

U.S. Army Spc. Brandon Crawford and Spc. Joesph Biddle, with the 
856th Engineers, 1st Battalion, 108th Field Artillery, 56th Stryker Bri-
gade Combat Team,  pull security during a convoy maneuver on a 
route clearing mission near Camp Taji, Iraq July 20.  Route clear-
ance operations help to make normal life possible for Iraqis, without 
the fear of improvised explosive devices.

An Airman with the 721st Air Expeditonary Advisory Squadron, inspects his machine gun, on an 
Iraqi Mi-171 helicopter, prior to a mission at Taji Air Base, Iraq July 12.  The squadron assists the 
Iraqi Air Force with many functions, including helicopter pilot training, aerial gunner training, and 
night-vision goggle fl ights.

U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Thomas Coney

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Michael B. Keller

U.S. Army photo by Spc. David M. Sharp

U.S. U S. SS. S. S.SS. SS AAAir FAAir FAir FAir oorcorcorcee orcee ppphhotootphotoot  by by Sy SSby SSSy y SSSttafffftafftaff aaftafta f Sgtt. S Michah elel B.el B.Bel B.B  Ke KellKellKelllKeeKe eer

U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Thomas Coney

U.S. Soldiers attached to Bravo Company, 445th Civil Affairs Bat-
talion, participate in tactical range training using M-9 handguns, 
at Normandy Range Complex, Basra, Iraq July 15.

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Chrissy Best



KIRKUK REGIONAL AIR BASE, Iraq – Earlier this 
month, Iraqi and U.S. Air Force personnel 
squared off here in the first weapons-load 
competition. 

The contest pitted the newly certified 
lead-weapons crew from Iraqi Air Force Squadron 3 

against advisors from the U.S. Air Force’s 521st Air 
Expeditionary Advisory Squadron. 

The Iraqis won a coin toss to determine which 
crew would load first and were determined to show 

their advisors just how much they’ve learned. Seventeen 
minutes and fifteen seconds later the Iraqis finished – 2 
Hellfire missiles hung on the wings of an AC-208B Cara-
van with no discrepancies. 

Next were the advisors, consisting of the U.S. Air 
Force’s Tech. Sgt. Shawn Mullins, Staff Sgt. Eric Hunt 
and Staff Sgt. Phillip Ball. They said they were confident 
in their abilities and were ready to show their rivals that 
the Iraqis still had a little bit more to learn.  

The advisors began in earnest, with confidence and 
skill, and sixteen minutes later they finished.  The advi-
sors thought they had won, but the Iraqis pointed out 
a critical mistake made in the last seconds of the load, 
which proved costly. As a result, the Iraqi load team won 
the competition and beat their advisors, a testament to 
their hard work, attention to detail and dedication. 

Regardless of the outcome, however, the competition 
was a win for both sides. It showed that Iraqi Air Force 
Squadron 3 load crews are truly ready to move forward 
on their own.

Two days later, in front of their squadron mates and 
advisors, the winning crew accepted certificates from 
Brig. Gen. Robert Kane, commanding general, Iraq 
Training Advisory Mission- Air Force, Multi-National 
Security Transition Command, and 321st Air Expedi-
tionary Warfare commander

FORWARD OPERATING BASE WARRIOR, KIRKUK, 
Iraq – Several hundred Sons of Iraq came to 
receive payment during a SoI payday, July 23, 
at the headquarters of the 4th Battalion, 15th 
Iraqi Army Brigade, near Patrol Base Doria, 
Rashad, Iraq. 

Local officials are working with the GoI to resolve 
the issue of payment delays since responsibilities for 
SoI payment transitioned to the Government of Iraq in 
Kirkuk in April.  

“This payment is for May,” said Lt. Col. Arifan, the 
15th IA Bde’s training officer who was present to oversee 
the payments in July. “We [GOI] have to work on solu-
tions to the pay problem.”

Maj. Ian Palmer, operations officer, 4th Squadron, 
9th Cavalry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 1st 
Cavalry Division, was present during the payday and said 
the SoI program is now under a centralized cash-based 
system in Baghdad.  Until the transition, U.S. forces paid 
contractors who managed all of a region’s SoI electroni-
cally, who then paid each of the SoI in cash.

“One of the issues during the SoI transfer was get-
ting the right list of names of SoI to the IA,” Palmer said.  
During the April transition, many of the packets filled 
out by SoI were transliterated into Arabic, which led to 
minor discrepancies in the names.

Capt. Jesse Prince, A Troop, 4th Squadron. 9th Cav-
alry Regiment commander, operates out of PB Doria 
and is partnered with 4th Battalion, 15th IA Battalion., 
says this hasn’t disrupted SoI operations in his area. 

“They [SoI] are always where they are supposed to be 
when they are supposed to be there,” Prince said.

Prince explained that the first few SoI payments re-
solved many problems, even if some continue to occa-
sionally appear.  Prince’s Soldiers augmented IA secu-
rity forces during the recent payment.  

“The IA rarely asks for anything, so I was happy to 
help,” Prince said. “We provided a small security de-
tachment to augment IA security during the payment.”

All 8,801 SoI registered in Kirkuk are still under the 
SoI payment program; however, the GoI plans to transi-

AR-RUSTAMIYAH, Iraq  – On July 26, 36 mem-
bers of the United Kingdom force protec-
tion Platoon from the 3rd Battalion of the 
Yorkshire Regiment (Duke of Welling-
ton’s) were awarded the NATO Medal for 

serving in Iraq. The simple yet significant ceremo-
ny was held here at this military base, home to the 
Iraqi Joint Staff College and Military Academy.

UK Lt. Gen. Chris Brown, MNF-Iraq deputy com-
mander, and Maj. Gen. Giuseppe Spinelli, NTM-
Iraq deputy commander, attended the event which 
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BAGHDAD – The first Cultural Awareness course was 
held at the Ministry of Defense Ministerial 
Training and Development Center here July 
26. 

While the two-day Advisor School provides 
new coalition advisors the essential skills and 

confidence necessary to become effective advisors, this 
one-day version was designed differently. The course 
was conducted under the direction of Multi-National 
Security Transition Command-Iraq. It fulfills a key ele-
ment of the U.S.-Iraq Security Agreement that calls for 
strategic partnerships in fields such as culture.

“This course is designed specifically for people at 
MNSTC-I who aren’t assigned to advisor positions, but 
who nevertheless want to learn more about the culture 
and history of Iraq,” said U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Sandra 
Kolb, chief, Training and Development Branch, Iraq 
Training and Advisory Mission-Ministry of Defense.  
“We feel that if you are serving in Iraq with MNSTC-I, 
you should have the opportunity to receive some for-
mal instruction in its culture and history, and from 
teachers who are Iraqi.”

“I think that Americans want to learn Iraqi culture 
and history from Iraqis as opposed to other Americans,” 
said Dr. Cassidy Craft, superintendent of MTDC. 

The curriculum for the course was prepared through 
a collaborative effort of the instructors, who are all 
MOD/MTDC employees. 

“The information presented features parts of the 
culture of Iraq that the staff wanted us to know more 
about.” Craft said. 

The class opened with a lesson in the basic geogra-
phy of Iraq, including a look at the unique features of 
each province. A section on the notable rulers of Iraq 
and the Iraqi mindset took a look at past leaders from 
Hammurabi and Nebuchadnezzar II to Saddam Hus-
sein. 

“In the class on notable rulers of Iraq, the instructor 
asked us who our heroes are,” said Maj. Patrick Swan, 
a NSTC-I staff officer who took the class. “Upon reflec-
tion, I nominate the instructors themselves. At great 
risk to their own security, they teach at the MTDC. 
These instructors do this despite the threats to their 
lives from terrorists who want the Iraq Republic to fail. 
These instructors do this for the benefit of Iraqi stu-
dents who will be a future generation of Iraqi leaders 
in the various ministries. This meets the definition of a 
hero in my book.”

The basic Arabic language-and-phrases section al-
lowed students to engage in basic dialogue and even 
introduced some common Iraqi slang phrases.

The topic of marriage and family allowed students to 
see the whole process of an engagement and marriage 
in Iraqi Islamic society. One MOD/MTDC instructor 
brought first -hand experience to the subject by shar-
ing that he was currently going through the lengthy 
marriage process.

The marriage and family sections and the lessons 
on gender issues in Iraq brought the greatest exchange 
of ideas between students and instructors. Instructors 
and students did not shy from inquiring about the sen-
sitive subjects of the cultural differences between the 

NEWS AROUND IRAQ

Sons of Iraq receive 
pay, despite obstacles 

Cultural Awareness 
Course Informs, 
Educates U.S. Troops

Medal Parade marks 
missions’ end for 
UK Platoon at Ar-
Rustamiyah 

US and Iraqi Airmen 
Square Off in Weapons 
Load Competition

tion 20 percent of SoI into the Iraqi Security forces like 
the army or police.  

“We must transfer them to the IA and Iraqi Police 
because they need jobs,” Arifan said. “Even though this 
transfer has begun, it will take time.”

West and the 
Islamic culture of 
Iraq. 



MOSUL, Iraq – Three joint security stations within 
the city of Mosul were transferred to the 
government of Iraq July 26, in accordance 
with the U.S-Iraq Security Agreement.

Joint security stations Hotel, Castle 
and Mountain were originally agreed upon by U.S. 
and Iraq officials to remain open past the June 30 
deadline; however, stable security and increased 
capability by Iraqi Security Forces allowed for the 
additional closures.

JSS Hotel was the first base of the day to be 
transferred. The mayor of Mosul, 3rd Federal Police 
Division commander, Mosul Brigade commander, 
and U.S. military leaders from 3rd Battalion, 8th 
Cavalry Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 1st 
Cavalry Division, presided over the ceremony. 

“Today is a day that all Iraqis should be proud 
of because the efforts and success of the Iraqi army 
and police are such that transfers like these are 
possible,” said Lt. Col. Phil Brooks, commander of 
3rd Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 3rd Brigade 
Combat Team. “We look forward to our continued 
relationship with 3rd Battalion, the other units in 
2nd Iraqi Army Division, and the Zanjili District 
Iraqi Police as we maintain vigilance in our efforts 
to protect Mosul residents.”

After a few short speeches, Lt. Col. Brooks and 
the Receivership Secretariat, Sameer Alhaddad, 
signed papers officially transferring the property to 
the government of Iraq.

Immediately after the transfer ceremony at JSS 
Hotel, the Secretariat went to JSS Castle, where the 
Gogjali District IP commander, Col. Sheet Admeer, 
and Maj. Scott Carpenter, operations officer for 3rd 
Brigade Special Troops Battalion, awaited his ar-
rival.

Behind closed doors, only a few men sat together 
inside the IP commander’s office and went over the 
paperwork prior to signing over the property. There 
were no formal speeches or special ceremony. Maj. 
Carpenter and the Secretariat spoke briefly then 
signed the paperwork.

JSS Castle was home to the Gogjali District Iraqi 
Police Transition Team from the 351st Military Po-
lice Company. The 351st MP Company is now mov-
ing to Forward Operating Base Sykes and focusing 
on a new mission with 6th Battalion, 9th Cavalry 

DIYALA, Iraq – As a sign of Iraq’s growing self-con-
fidence and sovereignty, the walls around 
the Diyala Governance Center are being 
moved closer to the building and out of the 
street, July 25.

To reduce the “bunker” appearance of the Diyala 
GC, engineers of the 887th Engineer Support Com-
pany, 37th Engineer Battalion, used two large cranes 
and shear manpower to move the more than 30 one-
ton, concrete barriers and guard towers closer to the 
buildings of the Governance Center and out of the 
street, allowing traffic to flow more freely.

The work is being done at the request of Diyala’s 
Governor, Abdul Nasser al-Mahdawi, to reduce the 
“fortress-like” appearance of the Governance Center 
and reduce the footprint of the area without jeopar-
dizing security of those who work within the walls, 
said Col. Burt Thompson, commander of the 1st 
Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Divi-
sion, the unit that operates across Diyala Province. 

“We are working to assist the Governor and the 
Diyala Operations Center commander in their ef-
forts to continue to improve security and stability in 
Diyala. We have been working this deal for several 
weeks now. The provincial Governor wants to make 
changes to the footprint here,” said Thompson. “He 
wants to send a signal showing things are different 
now, showing sovereignty while maintaining secu-
rity and looking less intimidating and bunkered and 
get back to normal.”
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Simulator allows AH-
64 Apache Longbow 
pilots to train on the 
ground 
CONTINGENCY OPERATING BASE SPEICHER, Iraq 

– Whether new to flying, new in theater or 
a seasoned pilot, flying the AH-64 Apache 
Longbow on combat missions can present a 
variety of challenges.

For pilots of the 1st Attack Reconnaissance Battal-
ion, 10th Combat Aviation Brigade, 10th Mountain Di-
vision, deployed to the Iraqi desert, the Apache Long-
bow Crew Trainer — a highly-realistic simulator used 
for individual and multi-ship-operations training — 
levels the playing field.

According to Chief Warrant Officer 4 Steve Dona-
hue, battalion master gunner and standardization in-
struction pilot, the LCT is one of the most important 
pieces of equipment the 10th CAB has on ground. With 
it, he can familiarize pilots new to the combat zone on 
sudden weather changes, possible equipment failure 
and unexpected combat situations, all within the safety 
of the COB.

“The simulator helps pilots prioritize required tasks 
while engaging targets in a fluid environment,” Dona-
hue said. “I can watch how they maintain the safety of 
the aircraft and crew and do everything they need to 

U.S. Army helps 
improve traffic 
flow around Diyala 
Governance Center 

do.
Inside the cool darkness of the simulator, which is 

housed in a container near the flightline, conditions are 
preset. The pilot sits at the controls in front of three 
large screens where the scenario is played out. Time 
can be stopped, backed up and re-played. Fuel and am-
munition can be in abundance or short supply.

“The LCT is used as a stepping stone for new avia-
tors when they first come into country,” Donahue ex-
plained. “We can give an aviator unlimited amounts of 
fuel and ammunition and targets. We can freeze time 
without slowing range time or risking crew or equip-
ment while they are in the learning stage.”

Donahue said, no matter what the level of experi-
ence a pilot has, no matter how skillful a pilot thinks he 
is, the bottom line is they can always learn something 
more.

“Challenging a bad decision here isn’t anything more 
than a discussion in a safe, controlled environment,” 
Donahue said. “That’s better than the alternative.”

also marks the end of mission for the UK unit, who 
are due to leave Iraq by the end of the month.

Both generals had warm words of appreciation 
for the soldiers who performed impeccably through-
out their tour of duty. 

Spinelli personally pinned the medals on their 
chests and said: “I am aware of the difficulties you 
have faced during your duty while serving here at 
Ar-Rustamiyah. You have had the challenging task 
of ensuring security for this compound and for 
all the training activities performed within IMAR 
(Iraqi Military Academy in Ar-Rustimaiyah) com-
plex. Despite this, your overall performance has 
always been outstanding…You demonstrated great 
professionalism and strong and remarkable sense 
of duty.”

UK Capt. Nick Spicer, the platoon commander, 
also commented: “It has been a very rewarding mis-
sion and it has been a privilege to serve with other 
NATO countries. We are sad to leave but we know 
what we have done ensuring security to the Acad-
emy.”

NTM-I has being training, mentoring and advis-
ing officers in the Iraqi Security Forces since 2004, 
in order to assist the Government of Iraq resume 
its important place in the international community 
and to improve the security of all Iraqi people with 
democratic security forces.

NTM-I mentors and supports the INDU, INDC 
and the Defence Strategic Studies Institute. Oth-
er cooperation projects for NATO in Iraq are out 
of country training courses for Iraqi nationals at 
NATO schools as well as National Police training 
led by Italian Carabinieri and at Ar Rustamiyah the 
Iraqi Military Academy along with the Joint Staff 
College and Command College.  

NTM–I officers also provide mentoring and ad-
vice to the Prime Minister’s National Operations 
Centre, the Iraqi Ministry of Interior Command 
Centre and the Iraqi Ministry of Defence Joint Op-
erations Centre.

U.S. forces transfer 
3 joint security 
stations in Mosul 

Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team.
“Since 30 June the IP in Mosul haven’t asked for 

our help,” said Sgt. Guy Weber, a platoon sergeant 
with 351st Military Police Company. “So now we’re 
going to conduct security operations with the IP 
along the Syrian border.”

The final transfer of the day was that of JSS 
Mountain, located in the neighborhood of Judaydat 
Al Mufti.  Mountain had been used to conduct op-
erations in east Mosul with the Iraqi Army by 2nd 
Battalion, 82nd Field Artillery Regiment, 3rd Bri-
gade Combat Team since January.  

The U.S. Soldiers living at JSS Mountain finished 
packing early in the morning and loaded the last of 
Mountain’s belongings onto one Heavy Expanded 
Mobility Tactical Truck.  Both the U.S. and Iraqi 
forces jointly put together a ceremony to mark the 
day that USF would hand over Mountain to the 
ISF.  

Maj. Fred West, executive officer of 2nd Bat-
talion, 82nd Field Artillery Regiment, greeted the 
Secretariat as he entered JSS Mountain.  The two 
had a cordial discussion in the reception area on the 
future of the JSS.

After West and the Secretariat officially signed 
over JSS Mountain to the Iraqis, the U.S. Soldiers 
said their goodbyes to their Iraqi Army counter-
parts.  The IA were grateful of the help that the unit 
had provided them and expressed a desire to con-
tinue their relationship in the future. 

To date, 3rd Brigade Combat Team has closed or 
transferred seven joint security stations within Mo-
sul since Jan. 1. Only three joint security stations 
now remain in the city
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Spc. Edwards Nova, a Soldier assigned to the 21st Inland Cargo Transfer Company from Fort 
Lewis, Wash., prepares to move a vehicle with a 10K forklift at Sather Air Base, Iraq July 18. 

SSustaining                                                                        Linethethe                               

Brig. Gen. Michael J. Lally, 3d Sustainment Command (Expeditionary) 
commanding general, accepts an award from Hashim Abd Al-Amir Mah-
di, owner of the Miran Village Company, as a symbol of appreciation for 
his leadership involving the container repair yard during a ceremony at 
Joint Base Balad, Iraq July 27.  The ceremony celebrated the certifi ca-
tion of the Miran Village Co.’s workers by Iraq’s Ministry of Labor and 
Social Affairs. 

U.S. Army photo by 2nd Lt. Nathaniel Hause

Capt. Edward S. Angle, a native of Austin, Texas and 1st Sgt. Clinton Petty, a native from Irving, 
Texas, (left) presents an Army Physical Fitness certifi cate to Spc. Melissa Marichalar (right), a 
resident of Midland, Texas, for her hard work and motivation to scoring 293 points out of 300 
at Camp Taji, Iraq July 11. 

U.S. Army photo by 1st Lt. Saiyont S. Francis

U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Jamie NovaU.S. Army photo by Sgt. Jamie Nova

U.S. Army photo by 2nd Lt. Nathaniel Hause

U.S. Army photo by 1st Lt. Saiyont S. Francis

U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Keith M. Anderson

Command Sgt. Maj. James Spencer, senior enlisted leader for the 16th 
Sustainment Brigade, opens a duct-taped present on his birthday at 
Katar Restaurant, Contingency Operating Base Q-West, Iraq July 16. 
This day also marked the two-year anniversary of the standing up of 
the 16th Sust. Bde., at Bamberg, Germany. Seated to Spencer’s right 
is Col. Martin B. Pitts, 16th Sust. Bde., commander.


