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Greetings to the Soldiers of the Arctic Wolves
and to the entire team in support of opera-
tions here in Diyala Province, Iraq. It is hard
to believe that it has been two months since our
deployment ceremony on 11 September 2008.

If you were like me, I was so ready to get out of
Kuwait that I would have walked the 360 miles from
Kuwait to Diyala. The good news is that the Arctic
Wolves team is set here in Diyala Province and we are
getting settled in at our COPs and FOBs. You may not
be able to tell from your vantage point, but I assure you
all that we are doing great things here in Diyala and
we are already making a difference with our security,
governance and economic development lines of effort.

We must all continue to assist our new Iraqi
Army, Police partners with maintaining a safe and
secure environment, which is essential to get at
one of the most important efforts we have — to en-
sure governance, justice and the rule of law for all
citizens of Diyala. Our Provisional Reconstruction
Team (PRT) partners are essential to our success and
I am grateful for their dedication to make Diyala a
safe, vibrant and prosperous place for her citizens.

On 18 November 2008 we will begin our Environ-
mental Leave Program (“mid”-tour leave); we decided
to start no later than the 18th so those who chose to go
on leave during this period of time would have a good
chance to be home in time for anice Thanksgiving meal
with the family. For the rest of us back here in Diyala,
no worries, we will eat very well on Thanksgiving Day.

Laterthismonth, the CSM andIwillflyaroundtoeach
FOBandconductaPatch Ceremony,awardingeachbat-
talionwiththeir25th Infantry Division CombatPatches.

As most of you know, one of our most sig-
nificant missions in the coming year will be
the facilitation of elections in Diyala and Iraqi
National elections later in 2009. These will be monu-
mental events for both Diyala and Iraq and will cer-
tainly set conditions for the future of this country.

In Diyala we have plenty to keep us busy. We
are, and will continue to be, involved in assisting
the PRTs and the government of Diyala with: im-
provements in agriculture, voting, computer au-
tomation, business management, drip irrigation
systems and water management projects, human
rights, medical care, law enforcement, rule of law
and justice, and we are even helping the Iraqi Po-
lice with starting a Military Work Dog program.

On 16 October 2008 we had a rocket attack on
FOB Warhorse. Twelve of our warrriors were in-

Call of the Wolf, November 2008 2

Col. Burt “The Wolf” Thompson

jured in the attack. SPC Heath Pickard and PFC
Cody Eggleston, both assigned to Charlie Company,
1-5 Infantry, departed our ranks as a result of wounds
sustained during the attack. We memorialized our
two heroes, in two separate Memorial Services, here
at FOB Warhorse. Hundreds of Soldiers and our
Iraqi Army and Police partners attended the service
which was a great tribute to two American Warriors
who will be missed by all of us. Memorial servic-
es were also held at Fort Wainwright for both SPC
Pickard and PFC Eggleston, providing our family
and friends back home the opportunity to pay trib-
ute and honor our fallen heroes. I would humbly ask
that we all continue to pray for the Pickard and Egg-
leston families, our wounded warriors and for all of
the great Soldiers and Families of the Arctic Wolves.

I thank you all for what you have done over the past
23 months of our lifecycle, and for what you are doing
and will continue to do here in Diyala Province, Iraq.

Take care of each other and stay focused on the task.
I look forward to seeing you out in the battle space.

With great respect and admiration for your dedica-
tion and service!

The Wolf &%
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o the Family and Friends of the Arctic Wolves,
Greetings from Diyala Province, Iraq. [

ask that you pause for a moment and say a si-
lent prayer for SPC Heath K. Pickard and
SPC Cody J. Eggleston and their loved ones.
It has been a busy first month. The movement
of a Stryker Brigade, with its equipment and 4,200
personnel, does not just happen. It requires the ef-
fort of every leader on the team to ensure every Sol-
dier is at the right place at the right time with all
his/her equipment moving from Fort Wainwright
through seven different hubs before reaching their
Combat Out Posts or Forward Operation Bases in
Iraq. Col. Thompson and I continually brag of the
Arctic Wolves and their loved ones. We are very
proud of all of you and we are blessed and hon-
ored to be part of such a great group of Soldiers.
I would also like to thank the 2nd Stryker Cav-
alry Regiment Dragoons for a great transition. The
accountability of all equipment left behind and the
improvements made to all the COPs and FOBs in
their short five month stay in the Diyala Province
is a testament to a great organization. Their man-
tra was, “Let’s make it better for the next unit.”
2SCR is in our prayers as they make their jour-
ney back to Vilseck, Germany to reunite with their
loved ones. We wish them the best and God speed.
We will continue to reinforce an inspiring and posi-
tive attitude through recognition at all levels. Posi-
tive, can-do attitudes are contagious, especially when
reinforced with recognition. The same way every
Soldier is empowered to prevent complacency, ev-
ery Soldier is empowered to recognize and recom-
mend recognition of another. Enthusiastic leaders
understand the power of recognizing performance.
There are several programs to recognize perfor-
mance. To name a few: Hero of the Day/Week at all
levels, Battle Field Promotion and Safety Awards.
As we begin our year-long journey, whether you
are a Soldier in Iraq or a Family member in Alaska
or somewhere in the lower 48, I ask and encour-
age all of you to set goals that will improve your
life: from spiritual, educational and physical, to fi-
nancial health. I will personally improve my spiri-
tual health by reading scripture daily to enrich and
nourish my soul. I will eat healthy and exercise
daily to have the health and strength required to per-
form my duties 100% and then some. For Soldiers
of FOB Warhorse, the Brigade Unit Ministry Team
(UMT) will soon begin a fellowship covering the

»*

Command Sgt. Maj. Gabriel Cervantes

book, “Lead Like Jesus,” by Ken Blanchard. All of
you are invited to participate. Learning and always
trying to be better is a never ending process that is
tied to, “PREPARE, POLITE, PROFESSIONAL!”

Reminder: let’s all maintain the Battle Buddy con-
cept. It’saboutlooking out for each other--never allow-
ing a fellow Wolf'to become complacent. For example:

» Use the Stryker driver’s hatch safe-
ty bar when driving with the hatch open.
e Use the buddy team when clear-
ing weapons. Drop the magazine first.

* Slow down - speed does not equal security in this
environment; there is no need to rush to failure.

Complacency is represented in small acts of un-
safe, undisciplined and substandard behavior, which
leads to bad things and, at times, gets Soldiers hurt.

Finally to the families and friends of the Arc-
tic Wolves: thank you for your prayers and con-
tinued support. Be proud of your Soldier for
protecting the American way of life and for
giving the Iraqi people hope for a better life.

Very Respectfully,
Wollc 7

“ARCTIC WOLVES”
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2-8 FA:

Story and Photos by
Pfc. Alicia Torbush
20th Public Affairs Detachment

oldiers from the 2nd Battalion,

8th Field Artillery, 1st Stryker
Brigade Combat Team, 25th
Infantry Division fired M777A2
howitzers, at Camp Buehring,
Kuwait, Oct. 2, 2008.

Calibrating the artillery piece

and improving accuracy, the firing
crew used an M94 chronograph

Two Soldiers from 2nd Battalion 8th Field Artil-
lery, 1st Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infan-
try Division use an M94 Chronograph to measure the
muzzle velocity of the M777 A2 howitzer in order to

to measure the muzzle velocity of
the weapons, explained, Maj. Jon
Sowards, executive officer, 2-8
FA.

“The crew then subtracts that
measurement from the standard
velocity and makes adjustments
to improve the accuracy of the
weapon,” added Sowards.

The SBCT is assigned to Fort
Wainwright, Alaska, and was at
Camp Buehring to complete train-
ing, while adjusting to the envi-

calibrate and improve the

ronment.

The equipment had to undergo
a thorough maintenance when it
arrived in country, said Sowards,
a Bowling Green, Ky., native. The
fluid and nitrogen levels had to be
adjusted because of the condition.

Safety is also important when
firing a weapon of any kind.

Having a forward observer,
while firing the howitzers, is

-
- - i a

Soldiers from 2-8 FA fire an M777 A2 howitzer,
Oct. 2, 2008. The calibration took place at Camp
Buehring, Kuwait, and was the last requirement
for the SBCT complete before heading into Iraq.
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accuracy of the weapon.

a requirement so that safety is
ensured, said 1st Lt. Drew Maney,
platoon leader.

In Alaska, the unit had to deal
with a hard, frozen ground and
work with bulky gloves, added
Maney. In Kuwait, the Soldiers
had to deal with the sand and dust,
which gets into the equipment.

“The weather also has a lot of
impact on firing,” said Maney.
“The wind picks up the sand and
that limits visibility.”

Despite adjusting to the differ-
ent conditions, the 2-8 FA accom-
plished the mission in preparation
for their movement up north.

“We’ve been doing some pretty
good training,” said Maney, a
Shalimar, Fla., native, whose unit
has also conducted various train-
ings at Camp Buehring, includ-
ing close quarter marksmanship,
counter improvised explosives
device and HMMWYV Egress As-
sistance trainings.

The calibration was the last re-
quirement for 2-8 FA to complete
before the 1-25th SBCT heads
into Iraq. @



Lt. Col. James R. DeMoss and Command Sgt. Maj. Kyle W. Crump, commander and
command sergeant major of Task Force 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry Regiment, dur-
ing a transfer of authority ceremony at Forward Operating Base Normandy Oct. 22.

3-21 IN gains new area of operations

Story and Photo by Capt. William D. Boisvert
HHC, 3-21 IN, 1st SBCT, 25th In. Div.

A:)ransfer of authority ceremony took place
etween 3rd Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry
Regiment and Task Force 3rd Battalion, 21st Infan-
try Regiment at Forward Operating Base Normandy,
located in the Diyala Province of Iraq, Oct. 22.

The ToA marked the transition of responsibility
of an area of operations from 3-2SCR to TF 3-21 In.
Regt.

The ceremony began with comments from the
Commander of 3-2 SCR, Lt. Col. Rod A. Coffey. He
discussed the many things that the squadron had ac-
complished over the past 15 months of their deploy-
ment and announced that he was in receipt of orders
to redeploy the unit to Vilseck, Germany, to reset
and prepare for future operations.

After Coffey’s remarks, the official party, which
included Command Sgt. Maj. Everett O. Clark of
3-2SCR, Lt. Col. James R. DeMoss and Command
Sgt. Maj. Kyle W. Crump of TF 3-21 In. Regt. as
well as Coffey, exited the stage and moved to their

respective colors.

The 3rd Squadron commander and command ser-
geant major cased their colors and officially ended
their operations in support of Operation Iraqi Free-
dom. As they did so, the squadron flag came down
from the flag pole. The TF 3-21 In. Regt. command-
er and command sergeant major then uncased their
colors, which signified the start of their combat tour
in support of OIF. Simultaneously the TF 3-21 In.
Regt. flag rose to fly proudly above FOB Normandy.

The TF 3-21 In. Regt. commander, Lt. Col DeM-
oss, thanked 3-2 SCR for the amazing progress that
they had achieved while working out of FOB Nor-
mandy. He then set his sights on the proud journey
that TF 3-21 In. Regt. has ahead of them.

Confident of the strength and abilities of the
Soldiers, Lt. Col. DeMoss outlined their plan for
success in assisting the local governments and Iraqi
Security Forces to restore security and prosperity to
the people of the Diyala Province.

The ceremony ended with the singing of the Arc-
tic Warrior March and the Army Song, a tradition of
3-21 In. Regt. and the entire Arctic Wolf Brigade.
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Story and photos by Pfc. Alisha Nye
14th Public Affairs Detachment

Staff Sgt. Yvonne Smith and her staff of three are
the unsung, crucial assets to 1st Stryker Brigade
Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division. Whether a
group needs something from the brigade commander
or command sergeant major, or the commander and
sergeant major need something to occur, Smith and
her team are the people that make it happen.

“We really do become a Jack-of-all-trades,” said
Smith, the command group chemical, biological,
radiological and nuclear noncommissioned officer,
Headquarters and Headquarters Co., 1st SBCT, 25th
In. Div., acting as the brigade adjutant.

For Smith, this job is nothing new, having done
the same job while deployed with the 172nd Stryker
Brigade Combat Team. However, having a staff
working with her is something new.

“This is an interesting role because I worked in
the command group on my last deployment and I
did that on my own,” Smith said. “This is different.
I have a staff of three now. We’re doing a little of
everything.”

When Smith says “everything,” she means it.
Together, the quartet is the head
of for the protocol and administra-
tive responsibilities for the entire
brigade, which encompass much
more then they let on.

“We do a lot of facilitating for
any group that needs something
from the brigade commander or
sergeant major and along with that
goes anything that the command
group wants to make happen,
from life support to transporta-
tion,” Smith said. “We do anything
to make sure we can take care
of them so they can take care of
Soldiers.”

While this Jack-of-all-trades
role is one she is now used to,
Smith admits being ‘a little lost in
the sauce’ the first time around.

“The first time I deployed, I
didn’t know what to expect,” she
said. “Everything was brand new

Staff Sgt.
Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Divi-
sion, helps coordinate the organization and execu-
tion of the first of 1st SBCT, 25th In. Division’s me-
morial ceremonies while on the current deployment.
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Yvonne Smith,

BEHHNDTHE-SCENES

to me. Certainly, the role I had in garrison, which
was purely administrative, took a huge turn and I got
more involved. I actually went out on patrols and I
was part of a lot of engagements.”

One of the biggest roles Smith took on, she said,
was that of a record-keeper.

“I took the role of a historian and passed on a lot
of my records to the 172nd when it was deactivated
and I sent out all that information to museums,” she
said. “I think I served well in that capacity. I still
hold those records and I still keep in touch with a lot
of the people, a lot of the leadership.”

Smith’s experiences from her last deployment
have been dutifully carried over to her current de-
ployment.

“It’s sort of helped on this deployment because
now I have a bigger role,” Smith said.

Smith said of the many hats she wears, her favor-
ite is of a behind-the-scenes employee.

“I’m not one of those folks who likes to take a
lot of credit for anything that I do, but I like just
the little things that I do that help Soldiers and their
families out,” Smith said.

The most meaningful cases are when Smith helps
to facilitate in memorials, she said.

brigade adjutant, 1st
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Staff Sgt. Yvonne Smith, brlgade
smiles kindly out at a passersby
and get to work at anything and

“We had our first memorial reunion, I guess you
could call it, for the 172nd at Fort Wainwright,”
Smith said. “A lot of those records I maintained and
I was able to make sure that family members had all
those records. From pictures, memorial programs,
anything like that so that the families could keep
them as a memory.”

The detail-oriented Smith believes that it is the
little things that count and takes pride in insuring
that every little thing is done to perfection, especially
for a memorial.

“I was able to ensure the little things, like that
their names were spelled correctly or we let people
know who were the 172nd pure Soldiers, who was
attached to us, what role they played in the brigade if
they weren’t part of our unit, but still made it known
that they were fallen comrades, Brothers in Arms,
Sisters in Arms,” Smith said. “As small a role as that
may seem, | think having someone’s name or birth
date or date that they were killed in action is very
important for their family.”

No matter what amount of experience Smith has
brought to the table for this deployment, she still

5’-*

adjutant, 1st SBCT, 25th In, Div,,
as she readies to enter her office
everything with the command group.

credits two of her Soldiers, Spc. Joe Keller and Spc.
Stanley Jacobson as not just the on-the-job entertain-
ment, but also as working class heroes.

“They’re funny,” Smith said. “But Specialist
Keller is our Photoshop guru and he really played a
big role in our psychological operations detachment
while we were at the National Training Center. He
really, really contributed to our rotation there. He
does a lot of our artistic work, which is just great.”

Jacobson helps Smith with a little bit of every-
thing, she said.

“Specialist Jacobson helps me a lot,” Smith said.
“We both assist the commander in anything he may
need. We’ll go out with him whenever he needs us to
go out with him and right now we’re filling in wher-
ever we’re needed.”

Despite the long hours they are required to work
and their consistent role-changing, Staff Sgt. Smith
is confident that she and her workforce of three can
handle anything that comes their way.

“As we evolve, as we get a little more involved,
our roles will change and we’ll just adapt,” Smith
said. “We’ll just be whatever we’re needed to be.”
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1-25 Takes over hattlespace

Story and Photo by
Pfc. Alisha Nye
14th Public Affairs Detachment

transition of authority cer-
mony took place Oct. 27,

at Forward Operating Base War-
horse, located in the Diyala Prov-
ince of Iraq, signifying the end of
a 15 month tour of duty for the2nd
Stryker Cavalry Regiment Dra-
goons and the start of a year-long
tour of duty for the 1st Stryker
Brigade Combat Team, 25th In-
fantry Division Arctic Wolves.

“It’s a very important day
because the Arctic Wolves are
coming in — a very good orga-
nization,” said Maj. Gen Mark
Hertling, commander of 1st
Armored Division and Multi-Na-
tional Division-North. “They’re
coming at a very historic time
in Diyala. There’s still a lot of
clearing-out of enemies to do, but,
more than that, they’re going to be
forced to meet the big challenge
of reconstruction, improvement
of economic capabilities and the
assistance of the government in a
time where we’re about to head
into elections.”

Hertling said he’s seen Col.
Burt Thompson, commander of
1st SBCT, 25th In. Div., and his
Arctic Wolves rise to the chal-
lenge of taking over the bat-
tlespace.

“I’'m very much looking
forward to working with Col.
Thompson and his group because,
what I’ve seen so far, they have
come right into the province and
have really taken charge from the
first day,” Hertling said.

The biggest thing Hertling
hopes to accomplish with 1st
SBCT, 25th In. Div.,, is setting the
conditions for the Diyala Provin-
cial Elections.
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25th Infantry Division,

commander

Ga-
and command ser-
geant major of 1st Stryker Brigade Combat Team,

uncase the brigade colors

during a transition of authority ceremony Oct. 27.

“That’s going to take continued
economic improvements because
the governor has very distinct
plans for what he wants to do for
agriculture, infrastructure and
helping people of the province,”
Hertling said.

The mission for 1st SBCT, 25th
In. Div., doesn’t stop there, how-
ever.

“We want to get at making Di-
yala a better place for the citizens
in the province, but also we want
to get at establishing security as
a primary line of effort for us and
we are doing that,” said Thomp-
son. “We want to improve eco-
nomics, prosperity for the people
of Diyala. All of this together, this
is our mission here. It’s to fight a
counter-insurgency fight and pro-
pel Iraq, Diyala for us specifically,
forward.”

Thompson said 2SCR set st
SBCT, 25th In. Div, up for suc-
cess and the transition from the
regiment to the brigade has been

going smoothly so far.

“The operative word there is,
‘transition,”” Thompson said. “It
is a change from one brigade com-
bat team, or regiment, to a new
one and, certainly, the most vola-
tile time for any organization is
during a period of transitions. So
we have to make sure, which we
have done here, that it is smooth.”

Despite the huge undertaking,
Thompson said he has no doubt
in his mind that his SBCT will ac-
complish the mision ahead.

Hertling agreed.

“They have a good training
background, they know what
they’re getting into, they all have
a very good feel for what they
have to accomplish very quickly,”
Hertling said. “They’re ready
for it. There are some very sharp
soldiers in every single one of the
battalions. It’s good to have that
new energy here to bring new
things to the province. They’ve
come just at the right time.”@
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it. I never knew where he got that desne from
The whole thing started while the two
were driving around in a car one day.
“He was telling me all his friends canned
him,” Ward said. “Things came up and they
wouldn’t be able to do it before we deployed.”
That was when Ward started thinking about climb-
ing a mountain for the very first time in his life.
“I told him, ‘You know what? It sounds like an
awesome ghallenge and, if you want, I’1l be your part-
ne ”’Wg;d said. “He didn’t really beheve me at ﬁrst

the summit, but not be ore'?'getthgn speciz
mission from their respective battalion com-
manders as well as the brigade commander.

“The battalion commander thought it’d be cool, I

guess, totell the brig er,” Ward said. “Kee-

lan went in and sa Colonel T hompson said,

‘Hey, best of luck and here’s a bag of coins,” He gave

us 10 bn)de coins and told us to take them to the top.”

:_.::__-_‘ This ~ was  just part of the  deal
© ~ZThe deal was, I had the battalion flag and Kee-

~. _lan bhad the coins,” Ward said. “We brought them
" wwall the way to t“h‘ﬁéusummit. One of the things people
.~ do is leave something at the top. We got the idea
. because one our buddy’s gOOd friends died so he
h left a lammated picture of her up at-the top. So, we
Lo o 1411;0ught the coins all the way to the top and took one

~ out and burle 'ht nex:c_‘to th

th: akmg

Vgélon marker.”.
"-vﬁ&SﬁL

moun’t?un thro
“It ended up belng pretty Mas
said. “We were just those guys that,
erywhere ~we went, just had
Of the groups
Nulty as the climbed, it was Ward and Mc-
Nulty themselves that usually woke wup first
and made the climb to the next elevation goal.
“As we climbed the mountain, we’d beat every-
body else up there and, as they’d come up, we’d be
there ringing cowbells and cheering,” Ward said.
Despite the fact that some of these climbers were
from different countries and didn’t speak a word of
English, Ward said they all seemed to understand.
The cowbells and the cheering got everybody in-
volved with one another and motivating one another.
“From the get-go, as we climbed, we were like
a big family,” Ward said. “Always climbing, al-
ways pushing each other up. It also helps because
when you’re that high and it’s that cold, screaming
doesn’t do anything. But you can hear that cowbell.”
After sleeping in one day, Ward and
woke to find that they were the onl
climb to the next elevation goa :
one else waiting with the-motivational ct
“Now the whole camp was cheering us on, welcom-
ing us in,” Ward said. “It was one of the best feelings.”
The feeling from the familial atmosphere Ward and
McNulty helpedto create withasimple cowbellwasone
topped only by the feeling of finally making it to the top.
__“I was speechless,” Ward said. “It ended up be-
ﬁlg an awesome adventure. -From start to fin-
ish, it was definitely=a mile-marker in my life.”
n-though elimbing Mount McKinley was
“the first ti Wardyhas ever seriously eclimbed,
he cant vs;anll‘o h'awem kind of adventure again.

ev-
cowbells.”
mirroring Ward and Mec-

W Ay Pe at’s the thing apout mountainee ‘__'_nng,” Ward

. 1 1 1d. “It’s your own adveénturesNo two climbs are ever

out 400 made it to the t’op.;-fhe. ame. Just like no two_days.are ‘ever the same.”
- _‘. il Y
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When separated by oceans and international boundaries, communications between
troops and their families and loved ones' are of the utmost importance to morale.
When babies are born, medicallemergencies arise, or other accidents occur, the
American Red Crossiis there to/helpi=itoibridgeithe gap of boundaries to ensure
Soldiers receive Emergency. Communicationsiaboutiimportant events happening on
the home front. Sending EmergencyaCommunications toithrough the American Red
Cross is even preferablebecauseifensuiieskthafSeldiersiieceive an accurate and
verified message, gegdlinfoimatienkiiomisemecnelheydknovaittalso provides com-
manders betteninsighffintoktheYiVesiofitheidSoldiersH nisemelcasesya Red Cross
WEEEEENNEY cven prove e & ess ier seneling) 21 Selclier on leeve.

liwenty=four hours altday; seven days a week; the 1/25th Stry%&igade Combat
llcam’, S-1 Sectionfisionicall tormonitor phone lines and receivelEmergencies Caimz
mumnications foSeldiersifromithe American Red Cross. Initheleventief,an emer-
gency involyinglseverelor minor medical issues, birth, and deathjofiloved. ones,

the AmericaniRed €ross gathers information from friends andifamily/members to
Validate andicommunicate information forward for Soldiers stationedfatineme and
abroad. JinelBrigade Sl section transcribes the information, verbatim sends it
to unit commanders;and first sergeants to ensure Soldiers receivelimpontantimes-
sages, nelmattewhere they are.

If you haveranfimpoertant message toisend tora member of the/ArmediSenvices or

Branch'efisenvicel (Army; Navy, Air Force, Marines; CoastiGuard

Social Security/mumberior date of birth

Military address

Information aboltitheldeployediunit:and home base}mit for deployedISEWCE]
enly) : :

It is highly recommendedktha{EamilyAmemperswitekthislinfeimation down and keep
it in an easy to find'location¥suchiasipesicdlonfaliefiigeratoror carried in a wallet
so that they are prepared torsendfafmessagetifineeded- The Red Cross may gather
specific information surrounding details of'thelemergency: for confirmation purposes.
Once sent, the American Red Crossiwilliconfirmithelinformation and send it through
chapters until they contact the unit to: whichithat'Seldier or Service Member is as-
signed, as well as monitor the status of that message until it is confirmed that the
message is received, from a responsible member of that unit, in person.

For more information about the many services provided by the American Red Cross,
go online to www.redcross.org .



We’'re always training and I’'m looking forward to

training for the real thing. helping the people out
Well, thisistherealthingand @M@F here and getting to know

now we get to do our jobs. their culture a little better.

I’'m looking forward to I’'m looking forward to

gaining new life experi- helping the Iraqgis so
ences on this deployment. M® they can feel a little more
= safe and develop more.
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Photo by
Sgt. 1st Class Robert Sullivan
HHC, 1-5 IN, 1SBCT, 25th In. Div.

Lt. Col. Shawn Reed, 1st Battalion, 5th Infantry Regiment, 1st Stryker Brigade Com-
bat Team, 25th Infantry Division, and Command Sgt. Maj. James Herbert, 1st Bn. 5th
In. Regt., 1st SBCT, 25th In. Div., unfurl the 5th In. Regimental colors during an un-
casing of colors ceremony held at Forward Operating Base Warhorse, Iraq, Oct. 18.
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prter. It has a total
frequent checks.
ttle damaged
he Bison Herd perations. These
order to ensurg | times.
terrupted logistical y, (FMC,) com-
all of the Theater P nered with the
top condition first. ce of all mission
2nd Stryker Cavalry R and Tuesday.
bat tested, but not Bison Scipline is going to be
Soldiers from Distributi@ . Div. Soldiers’ survival.
port Battalion, Ist Stryker Br dicated to ensuring all of
25th Infantry Division, conducted ome safely. @
rodeo on the biggest and most critical 98

Contributed by 1s
25th BSB, 1st SB

A Soldier from Distribution Co. 25th Brlgade Support Battalion, 1st Stryker Bri-
gade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division, takes part in vehicle maintainance.
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Run to the hills

Story by Pfc. Alisha Nye
14th Public Affairs Detachment

he Equinox Marathon held

in Fairbanks, Alaska, annu-
ally is one of the most difficult
marathons in the United States. It
is bested only by the Pike’s Peak
Marathon. This fact still didn’t
stop Chief Warrant Officer Wil-
liam “Chip” Steele from mak-
ing it the first marathon he ever
ran. Even at the age of 40. It also
didn’t stop him from running it
again.

“I ran it last year and I had so
much fun,” said the 1st Stryker
Brigade Combat Team, 25th
Infantry Division lethal targeting
officer.

When he finished, he finangled
a promise out of two of his bud-
dies, 1st. Lt. Michael Ward and
Sgt. 1st Class Aaron Anthony, to
run the next one with him.

Courtey Photo

1st Lt. Michael Ward,
1st SBCT, 25th ID assis-
tant fire support officer,
paces himself while run-
ning the Equinox Mara-
thon in Fairbanks, Alaska.
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“It’s funny,” said Ward, 1st
SBCT, 25th Inf. Div., assistant
brigade fire support officer. “I
promised my battle buddy, Chief
Steele, that I would run it with
him. My wife and I had a trip
planned that weekend but we
ended up cancelling the trip and
we thought we’d be moving out,
coming over to Iraq.”

All Steele heard was his battle
buddy chickening out.

“I think he told me he would
run it thinking we wouldn’t be
there and we’d be deployed,”
Steele said. “That’s my take on
it.”

So, what do you do when a man
goes back on his word? You tell
on him.

“Chief Steele wouldn’t lay off
me about not running it,” Ward
said. “He called my wife and
called me out on it.”

“Yeah,” said Steele. “I called
his wife and told her that he was
a Nancy Boy and he’s not a real
man and stuff like that.”

So, Ward caved.

“As reluctant as [ was, I just
woke up one morning and was
like, ‘Hey, why not?’”

Steele and Ward both agreed
once you run one marathon, you’ll
find yourself wanting to run more.

“I even tried to plan my leave
around one in Memphis,” Ward
said. “I hope that’ll all pan out.”

As addicting as marathon run-
ning is, it still doesn’t come easy.
Especially not when you wake
up two weeks before a 26.2-mile
marathon through rough terrain
and just decide you want to run it,
Ward said.

“About nine or 10 miles into it,
it’s all straight uphill,” Ward said.
“It’s about a 2,500 to 3,000-foot
elevation change. So when you
get to the nine or 10-mile mark,
you shoot straight uphill.”

Courtesy Photo

Chief Warrant Officer Wil-
liam “Chip” Steele, 1st
Stryker Brigade Combat
Team, 25th Infantry Divi-
sion lethal targeting officer,
runs the Equinox Marathon
forthe second yearin a row.

But, the hills were only part of
the challenge.

“In all honesty, it got pretty de-
pressing around mile 21,” he said.
“It’s like, ‘Ah, I only have five
miles left!” And then around mile
six or seven | got stung by bees.”

Also difficult to Ward was a
straight, downhill drop for about
a mile. To Steele, however, jsut
starting the marathon was the
most difficult part.

“Starting, | think, is the hardest
part. You’re thinking, ‘Am I really
about to run 26.2 miles?’”

Despite the challenges of the
rough Alaskan terrain, both Steele
and Ward agree that it is some-
thing they are glad to have done.

“There’s a few of us guys who
like to run it each year,” Steele
said. “It’s kind of a fun thing, to
challenge yourself.”

“It was a lot of fun,” Ward said.
“It’s definitely something worth-
while.”



Swap

Story by Pfc. Alisha Nye
14th Public Affairs Detachment

eparate battalions within 1st Stryker Brigade

Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division traded one
unit for another after recently deploying to Iraq. The
units making the swap were 2nd Battalion, 8th Field
Artillery Regiment and 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry
Regiment.

“Bravo Battery, from 2-8, was switched with
Bravo Company from 3-21,” said 1st Lt. Justin
Geen, 4th Platoon leader, Company B, 3rd Bn., 21st
In. Regt., 1st SBCT, 25th In. Div. “It was mostly due
to a personnel issue.”

An artillery battery contains fewer Soldiers than
an infantry company, Geen said.

“The sector for 2-8 was a little more active that
they originally thought it was going to be,” Geen
said. “So they wanted an infantry company with
Strykers in the area in order to augment the other
two batteries.”

Geen believes swapping the two units out was a
good move and that it will help the two battalions
complete their missions to the fullest extent, espe-
cially 2-8 FA.

“It gives 2-8 another asset to work with,” Geen
said. “Obviously not to take anything away from
artillery, but we’re a little more trained at what the
Army is doing here in Iraq. So, it gives the 2-8 com-
mander a little something more to work with.”

Geen said one of the biggest assets the infantry
company supplies the artillery battery with is Stryker
vehicles, where the artillery unit would otherwise
only have Mine Resistant Ambush Protected Ve-
hicles.

“We have Strykers, which are an excellent vehicle
for the type of warfare in Iraq,” he said.

So far, Geen said, the swap is going well.

“As far as our company is concerned, I think it
is going very well,” he said. “It is never easy, as far
as personnel and property go, to detach and attach
a unit, but we did the best we could and things are
starting to fall into place, so I think it will work out
well.”

At first, however, it was a little difficult for some
of the Soldiers to get used to.

“It was a little strange for some of the Soldiers
really to understand what was going on,” Geen said.
“It was difficult for them to understand why things

Meer

were happening the way they were.”

Geen said despite the initial confusion, it is always
good to get the chance to work with different people.

“I think, for the senior noncommissioned officers
and officers, it is always good to work with different
people and a different command,” he said. “It’s al-
ways a good thing to experience and now everybody
is starting to get used to it.”

After a careful approach of one another, Geen
said, from what he’s seen, Soldiers from both units
have started working with each other.

“Working side by side at the staff level and also
sharing living conditions has helped to get people
to start working together,” he said. “Half of Bravo
Company is living out at the Diyala Media center
with Alpha Battery from 2-8. So, living out together
out there has also helped people get used to one an-
other and start working together.”

Despite the initial friction, both units have started
to work cohesively with one another and Geen be-
lieves it will turn out to be a binding experience that
will help Soldiers in both units grow.

“When you stick two different units with each
other out in the middle of nowhere, there’s going to
be some friction at first,” he said. “But after a while,
things will start coming together and people will
start working together. They’ll make things happen;
for the better of both units.” @)

Courtesy Photo

A Soldier from 2nd Battalion, 8th Field Artil-
lery, 1stStrykerBrigade CombatTeam, 25th
Infantry Division, stands prepared for any
mission that comes at him while deployed
to the Diyala Province of Iraq. The battal-
ion recently swapped a battery to 3rd Bat-
talion, 21st Infantry Regiment, 1st SCBT,
25th In. Div., for one of their companies.
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Chaplain’s Corner

Coach Wooden's First Fundamentl
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While attending Graduate
Business School, one principle
manifested consistently in orga-
nizational behavior cases over the
years. Conflict and leadership
challenges emerge in team rela-

ionships when leaders or team
embers fail to see the world
rom the perspectives of those
around them.

In our Strong Bonds mar-
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I saw love once, I saw 1t clear.
It had no leash, It had no fear.
It gave 1tself without a thought.
No reservation had it brought
It seemed so f'r.e.ego demonstrate.
It seems obsessed ‘to orchestrate.
R symphony de31gned tos feed:

Composed to lift: the one’in: need:
Concern,for, others wasyitsigoal:
No_matter: what the, toll.
*It’s strange_just how, much: carelitfstores:
' To, recognize}its SOIES.
And! doesn’t: rest: until' the day.”

It's to. take, the sores; away:
Its' joy; retains; and' does: not: run.
Until the hlessing’s job. i 1S done
I saw love once. [
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PFC Cody Joel Eggleston
C Company 1st Battalion, 5th Infantry Regiment
1st Stryker Brigade, 25th Infantry Division
Born 17 September, 1987, Eugene, OR
WIA 16 October, 2008, Diyala Province, Trag
Died 24 October, 2008, National Naval Medical
Center, Bethesda, MD, USA

On 16 OCT 2008 at 12:20, while returning from mission,
PFC Eggleston was involved in a 107mm rocket attack on FOB
Warhorse, Iraq. SPC Eggleston sustained life threatening wounds
from the attack and later died while receiving medical attention.
PFC Eggleston’s bravery, patriotism, and service will NEVER BE
FORGOTTEN for he gave all in support of the United States of
America and the people of Iraq. 1-5 Infantry held a memorial
service for PFC Eggleston on 27 October 2008 at FOB Warhorse.
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FALLEN

They who give all, will never be forgotien.

SPC Heath Kayne Plckard

C Company 1st Battalion, :uh Infantry Regiment
Ist Stryker Bnigade, 25th Infantry Division
Born 18 September, 1987, Palesting, TX
KIA 16 October, 2008, Diyala Province, Traq

On 16 OCT 2008 at 12:20, while returning from mission,
SPC Pickard was involved in a 107mm rocket attack on FOB
Warhorse, Iraq SPC Pickard sustained life threatening wounds
from the attack and later died while receiving medical attention.
SPC Pickard’s bravery, patriotism, and service will NEVER BE
FORGOTTEN for he gave all in support of the United States
of America and the people of Iraq. 1-35 Infantry held a memorial
service for SPC Pickard on 21 October 2008 at FOB Warhorse.
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The Arctic Warrior March .

nter’s bitter cold!
Alaska Soldiers! Arctic Warriors!
Sentries of the North!

50 pick up your weapons and your
snowshoes!
- We're ready to fight and to defend!
The finest Soldiers! Arctic Warriors! From

the last Frontier!




