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Notes From Arrowhead 6 and 7
Dear Family and Friends of 

the Arrowhead Brigade,
Greetings once again from the 

Diyala Province of Iraq.  We’re a 
few days late on this update.  We 
apologize upfront for that.  Things 
are really hopping here in beautiful 
Diyala.  We promise to do better.  
We finally had our first significant 
rain this week – great news for 
the local population.  Although 
transportation (driving and walking) 
becomes more challenging in the 
mud, there is a real need here for a 
wet winter.  Days are reaching the 
low 90s; nights are dipping into 
the high 60s and low 70s.  Dare we 
use the word pleasant to describe 
weather in Iraq?

So much has happened since our 
first update, nearly all of which is 
very positive and encouraging.  As 
you will remember, we have three 
major themes to our mission here.  
The first is supporting the continued 
growth and development of the Iraqi 
Security Forces (ISF).  That will be 
the theme of this month’s update.  
The bottom line up front is this: 
Your Soldiers have absolutely been 
“getting after it” in this area…so 
much so that the Corps and Theater-
level commands have taken notice 
and  have pointed to the Arrowhead 
BCT as the example for partnership 
success.  We have come so far from 
the days of US-centric operations 
where we planned and rehearsed 
the mission, then drove by the ISF 
compound to pick up a squad of 
Iraqis on the way to the objective.  
The ISF are now planning their own 
operations (with our help) and then 
asking us to come along and support 
them.  This change is profound, 

because helping the ISF develop 
enduring capabilities is the key to 
the long-term security of Iraq after 
US forces leave.  There are already 
countless examples of success, but 
here are a few highlights.

The Patriots of 2-3 IN have 
integrated themselves into their 
ISF Brigade to such a degree that 
Brigadier General Farhan, the 
Brigade Commander, calls them his 
5th Battalion (he really only has four).  

Col. David Funk

There is literally no operation that 
BG Farhan does without consulting 
and coordinating with Patriot 6 
and his staff.  This coordination 
is made easier by the recently-
completed Combined Operations 
and Intelligence Center (COIC) that 
the 37th Engineer Battalion (ABN) 
built for them, which allows US 
and Iraqi staffs to sit side by side 
to plan and control operations.  It 
has reached the point that when the 
enemy attacks a Patriot patrol, BG 
Farhan is offended and chastises 
his own forces to find and arrest the 
perpetrators.  The Patriots have also 
made incredible strides in improving 
the Iraqi Police (IPs), a group that 

has long suffered from perceptions 
of corruption and ineptitude.  It is no 
exaggeration to say that both Army 
and Police forces are getting better 
every day because of the presence 
and influence of the Patriots.

Similarly, the Sykes’ Regulars 
of 5-20 IN have fully embraced the 
role of partnering with the ISF.  In 
fact, because they operate around 
the Provincial Capital of Baquba, 
their ability to influence the IPs is 
especially critical.  And this they 
have done.  The Regulars have 
conducted numerous combined 
patrols with IA and IP units, and 
like the Patriots, they monitor all of 
these operations from the COIC they 
have built.  Just a few weeks ago, 
the Iraqi Provincial Chief of Police 
specifically asked the Regulars to 
join in conducting a combined patrol 
with IPs and an Iraqi Commando 
unit, resulting in the discovery of a 
sizeable cache.  As a reward for their 
outstanding performance, we’re 
challenging the Regulars with even 
more partnership responsibilities 
in the next week.  As the Black 
Knights of 3-66 Armor prepare for 
their well-deserved trip back home, 
the Regulars will expand their 
battlespace and pick up another 
entire IA brigade with which to 
partner.  Many more successes lie 
ahead for Sykes’ Regulars.

The Tomahawks from 1-23 IN 
also have an Iraqi Army Brigade 
and numerous IPs as their partners.  
And just like our other battalions, 
they have embraced the opportunity 
to make the ISF better.  Two weeks 
ago, the Tommies planned and 
executed an NCO-led train-the-
trainer course for Iraqi junior NCOs.  

It was such a success, the Iraqis 
begged for another course.  This will 
now become a recurring program 
that actually includes ISF NCOs as 
instructors.  On the operations side 
of the house, the Tommies recently 
conducted a combined air assault to 
conduct a clearance operation in a 
suspected insurgent area.  Although 
the mission didn’t result in any large 
finds, Tomahawk 6 is spot on in his 
assertion that the important part of 
this mission was actually doing it 
in the first place.  Last year at this 
time, such a complex operation 
would have been impossible.  The 
Tommies are teaching the Iraqis 
what “right” looks like every day.

Because of their location on the 
battlefield, the Soldiers of 1-14 
CAV - Task Force Warhorse - have 
the most intricate and complex 
partnership responsibilities in all 
of Diyala.  They are responsible 
for two Iraqi brigades, one Pesh 
Merga (Kurdish) brigade, a Kurdish 
Police force, and numerous IPs.  On 
top of that, the FOB from which 
Warhorse operates is, shall we say, 
“less well-developed” than most 
of our other FOBs.  Such immense 
responsibilities coupled with 
Spartan living conditions might 
intimidate a lesser unit, but the great 
Warhorse Squadron is no ordinary 
unit.  In typical CAV fashion, the 
Soldiers of Warhorse have embraced 
the challenge.  They are out there 
every day in full support of their 
ISF partners.  While dodging the 
occasional IED and mortar attack, 
the men of Warhorse still find time 
to make a difference every day for 
the ISF in northern Diyala.

Given their massive support 

requirements, it would seem 
improbable for 296 BSB to have 
ISF partnership responsibilities.  
Yet they do.  In fact, the Frontline 
Support Battalion may have the 
biggest partnership challenge 
of all: teaching the ISF how to 
conduct logistics operations and 
maintenance.  If you’ve been here 
you know the ISF approach to 
maintenance:  “use it until it breaks, 
then ask the Americans to buy a new 

one.”  This is not totally their fault.  
They have a very antiquated supply 
system, and they do not possess 
a culture of good stewardship of 
equipment.  The Frontline team is 
working feverishly to change that.  
They run a ten-day maintenance 
course that teaches Iraqi Soldiers 
how to operate fix their wheeled 
vehicles.  For the last two classes, 
at least two of the instructors 
were themselves Iraqi.  Frontline 
also recently conducted an NCO 
induction ceremony where Iraqi 
NCOs stood alongside ours to be 
welcomed into the NCO Corps – a 
powerful event.

You’ll notice we haven’t 

addressed the Red Lions of TF 
1-37.  That’s not because they don’t 
partner.  They do…and they do it 
very well.  It’s just that their partners 
are the members of the Provincial 
Reconstruction Team (PRT) and 
the Iraqi Government.  Their many 
exploits will be the focus of the next 
update.  Suffice it to say their tasks 
are multi-layered, complex, never 
boring, and crucial to the long-
term success of our mission here.  
The Red Lions are indeed “On the 
Minute.”  Tune in next month for 
details.

In closing, let us once again 
express how amazed we are at the 
great job your Soldiers are doing 
each day.  What we have written 
here is but a thumbnail sketch of 
their remarkable exploits.  It would 
take an entire book to do justice 
to what these American heroes are 
accomplishing here.  The fact that 
they do it in such harsh conditions, 
with an enemy bent on attacking 
them daily, speaks volumes about 
their character and patriotism.  
We are honored and humbled to 
command such dedicated men and 
women.  Finally, thank you all for 
your love and support.  Know that 
we derive our strength from you, 
our friends and families.  Until next 
month we are humbly

--Arrowhead 6 and 7.

ARROWHEAD

SECOND TO NONE

 AMERICA’S CORPS!

Command Sgt. Maj. Alan Bjerke
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Guideon bearers of the nine companies under the 296th 
Brigade Support Battalion, 3rd Brigade, 2nd Infantry 
Division render honors during the playing of the Star 
Spangled Banner during the Battalion's tranfer of authority 
ceremony where the Battalion took over the support and 
logistics mission in Diyala Province from the 25th Brigade 
Support Battalion, 1st Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 
25th Infantry Division, Sept. 3. (U.S. Army photo by Spc. 
Anthony Jones, 145th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment)

On the Cover
A combined color guard representing the 3rd 
Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry 
Division; 1st Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 
25th Infantry Division; Iraqi Police and the Iraq 
Army stands at attention during the transfer 
of authority ceremony marking the change 
between the two U.S. Army brigades, Sept. 
12. (U.S. Army photo by Spc. Anthony Jones, 
145th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment)
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Capital: Baqubah
Size: 17,685 sq. Km

Population: 
Estimated 1,505,000 

Other Major 
Cities: Muqdadiyah,  

Khanaqin

Key Leaders
Governor:

Abudl Naser Al-Mahdiwi

Diyala Operations Center Commander:
Staff Maj. Gen. Tariq

Provincial Director of Police:
Staff. Maj. Gen. Damook
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Ethnicities and 
Religion:

Shia -- 45%
Sunni -- 39%

Kurdish -- 16 %

Tomahawk Medic Saves Iraqi Boy’s Life
Story and photo by
Spc. Anthony Jones
145th MPAD

A n  U . S .  A r m y  m e d i c 
w i t h  3 r d  S t r y k e r  B r i g a d e 
C o m b a t  Te a m ,  2 n d 
I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  s a v e d 
t h e  l i f e  o f  a  y o u n g 
I r a q i  b o y  a f t e r  t h e  c h i l d 
r e c e i v e d  s e v e r a l  g u n s h o t 
w o u n d s  f r o m  a n  u n k n o w n 
a s s a i l a n t ,  S e p t .  2 0 .
S p c .  A d a m  O ’ K r e n t , 
C o m p a n y  A ,  1 s t  B a t t a l i o n , 
2 3 r d  I n f a n t r y  R e g i m e n t , 
3 / 2  S B C T,  a  n a t i v e 
o f  L i t t l e t o n ,  C o l o . , 
p r o v i d e d  t h e  c a r e  w h i c h 
s a v e d  t h e  y o u n g  c h i l d ’ s 
l i f e .
O ’ K r e n t ’ s  u n i t  w a s 
p a t r o l l i n g  n e a r  t h e 
v i l l a g e  o f  B i w a n i y a h , 
n o r t h  o f  t h e  D i y a l a 
p r o v i n c i a l  c a p i t o l  o f 
B a q u b a h ,  w h e n  t h e y 
r e c e i v e d  s m a l l  a r m s  f i r e , 
s t r i k i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e i r 
S t r y k e r  v e h i c l e s  a n d 
r i c o c h e t i n g  o f f  a  n e a r b y 
w a l l ,  s a i d  2 n d  L t .  Te r r e n c e 
N o l a n ,  O ’ K r e n t ’ s  P l a t o o n 
L e a d e r .  S i n c e  t h e r e  w a s 
n o  p o s i t i v e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
o f  a  s h o o t e r ,  T h e  S o l d i e r s 
d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  f i r e  i n 
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  s t a n d a r d 
o p e r a t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s ,  h e 
a d d e d .
O ’ K r e n t  s a i d  h e  k n e w 
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w a s  s e r i o u s 
w h e n  h i s  s q u a d  l e a d e r , 
S t a f f  S g t .  D a v i d  H i l l , 
c a l l e d  f o r  h i m .
“ I  k n e w  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e 

r a m p  d r o p p e d  a n d  h e 
c a l l e d  f o r  m e  s o m e t h i n g 
h a d  h a p p e n e d .  W h e n 
h e  t o l d  m e  t o  b r i n g 
m y  b a g ,  s o m e t h i n g 
d e f i n i t e l y  s o m e t h i n g 
h a d  h a p p e n e d , ”  s a i d 
O ’ K r e n t ,  r e c a l l i n g  h i s 
f i r s t  m o m e n t s  o u t  o f  t h e 
v e h i c l e  b e f o r e  r e a c h i n g 
t h e  c h i l d .
H e  s a i d  w h e n  h e  r e a c h e d 
t h e  b o y ;  h e  w a s  l a y i n g 
f a c e  d o w n  w i t h  s o m e 
b l e e d i n g  u n d e r n e a t h  h i m 
b u t  n o  w o u n d s  i n  h i s 
b a c k .
“ W h e n  I  r o l l e d  h i m  o v e r 
I  s a w  h e  w a s  s h o t  i n  t h e 
c h e s t  a n d  l a t e r  I  f o u n d  h e 
w a s  s h o t  i n  t h e  p e l v i s , ” 
h e  s a i d .
 A f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  c h e c k 
o f  t h e  b o y ’ s  w o u n d s , 
O ’ K r e n t ’ s  t r a i n i n g 
k i c k e d  i n  a n d  h e  w e n t 
t o  w o r k  t o  s a v e  t h e  b o y s 
l i f e .  “ Yo u ’ r e  n o t  t h i n k i n g 

Spc. Adam O’Krent

a b o u t  a n y t h i n g  a t  t h a t 
p o i n t .  I t ’ s  i n s t i n c t u a l 
a t  t h a t  p o i n t ;  y o u  k n o w 
w h a t  t o  d o . ”  O ’ K r e n t 
s a i d .
O n c e  O ’ K r e n t  s t a b i l i z e d 
t h e  b o y ,  t h e  S o l d i e r s 
l o a d e d  h i m  i n t o  o n e  o f 
t h e  S t r y k e r  v e h i c l e s .  A s 
t h e y  w e r e  l o a d i n g  t h e 
b o y ,  h i s  f a t h e r  a r r i v e d 
o n  t h e  s c e n e  a n d  w a s 
h u r r i e d  i n t o  t h e  v e h i c l e 
w i t h  h i s  s o n . 
 “ F r o m  t h e  t i m e  t h e  s h o t s 
w e n t  o f f  t o  t h e  t i m e  w e 
e v a c u a t e d  h i m .  I  c o u l d n ’ t 
h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  t h a n  t e n 
m i n u t e s , ”  s a i d  N o l a n .
T h e  S o l d i e r s  t r a n s p o r t e d 
w o u n d e d  b o y  a n d  h i s 
w o r r i e d  f a t h e r  t o  t h e 
F o r w a r d  O p e r a t i n g  B a s e 
Wa r h o r s e  m e d i c a l  c e n t e r 
a n d  f r o m  t h e r e  t h e  p a t i e n t 
w a s  f l o w n  t o  J o i n t  B a s e 
B a l a d .
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Arrowhead Brigade Takes Charge of Diyala

Lt. Col. Harry Hungerford (LEFT), commander, 296th 
Brigade Support Battalion, 3rd Stryker Brigade Combat 
Team,  and Command Sgt. Maj. Steven Winters (RIGHT) 
command sgt. maj., 296th BSB, "uncase" the Battalion's 
colors during a transfer of authority ceremony, Sept. 3.

Lt. Col. Chuck Hodges, 
commander, 1st Battalion, 
23rd Infantry Regiment, 
unviels a large wooden 
sign bearing the crest 
and nickname of the 
“Tomahawk” Battalion 
signifing the transfer of 
authority between the 
“Tomahawks” and  the 
1st Battlion, 24th Infantry 
Regiment, 1st Stryker 
Brigade Combat Team, 25th 
Infantry Division, Sept. 5.

Lt. Col. Joseph Davidson (LEFT) unfurls 
the 1st Squadron, 14th Cavalry Regiment 
colors with the assistance of Squadron 
Command Sgt. Maj. Andrew Connette at 
Forward Operating Base Caldwell, Sept. 7.

(Above) 2nd Battalion, 3rd Infantry Regiment, 
3rd Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry 
Division commander, Lt. Col. Adam Rocke spreads 
apart battle streamers earned by the battalion in 
previous wars and conflicts during a transfer of 
authority ceremony on Forward Operating Base 
Normandy, Sept. 9.

(Above) Lt. Col. Jon Moore, commander, 1st Battalion, 
37th Field Artillery Regiment speaks during his unit’s 
transfer of authority ceremony where they replaced the 
2nd Battalion, 8th Field Artillery Regiment, Sept. 11. 
In a change of mission the 1-37th did not assume any 
battle space and underwent a mission change, becoming 
the Provincial Reconstruction Team escort ensuring 
the State Department officials are properly protected as 
they work with local government offices across Diyala.

Lt Col. Mitchell Rambin (Right), 
commander, 5th Battalion, 20th 
Infantry Regiment and Command 
Sgt. Maj. William Gentry stand 
proudly in front of their Battalion 
colors on FOB Warhorse. 
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Patriots “take out” tanks
Story and photos by
Spc. Anthony Jones
145th MPAD

Soldiers of the Combat Repair Team, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Infantry Regiment, 
3rd Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division use a M88 
heavy equipment recovery vehicle to lift a tank hull, preparing to load in 
onto a heavy equipment trailer in the city of Muqdadiyah, Iraq, Sept. 18. 

Soldiers of the 2nd Battalion, 3rd Infantry Regiment, 3rd Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 
2nd Infantry Division and workers of Kellogg, Brown and Root, load an abandoned 
tank hull onto a heavy equipment trailer in the city of Muqdadiyah, Iraq, Sept. 18.

“T here is  no reason 
why these kids 

should have to  grow up 
with a  tank in  their  f ront 
yard,”  said 1st  Lt .  Kenneth 
Hatcher,  point ing to  a  group 
of  chi ldren watching U.S. 
Soldiers  preparing to  l i f t  the 
massive hul l  of  an abandoned 
tank in  the s t reet  that  runs in 
front  of  the chi ldren’s  homes 
in  Muqdadiyah,  I raq,  Sept . 
18.

Hatcher,  a  logis t ical  and 
support  team leader  with 
2nd Bat tal ion,  3rd Infantry 
Regiment ,  3rd Stryker 
Brigade Combat  Team, 2nd 
Infantry Divis ion,  is  ta lking 
about  the f i rs t  of  three tank 
hul ls  to  be removed from the 
s t reet  by U.S.  Soldiers  in  a 
combined operat ion with 
Iraqi  Securi ty  Forces.

Soldiers  of  2nd Bn. ,  3rd 
Inf .  Regt .  Combat  Repair 
Team, using an M-88 heavy 
equipment  recovery vehicle , 
operated in  a  narrow street 
between houses to  load 
the tank hul l  onto a  heavy 
equipment  t ra i ler  provided 
by the Kellogg,  Brown and 
Root  contract  company.

The process  to  remove 
the tank hul ls  began when 
the 2nd Bn. ,  3rd Inf .  Reg. 
arr ived in  Diyala  province 
in  mid-September and began 
working with local  leaders . 

“During our  reconnaissance 

of  this  area,  the mayor and 
I  ident i f ied the three rel ic 
tanks.  They were previously 
placed here to  block al-Qaeda 
from coming into this  area,” 
said Lt .  Col .  Adam Rocke, 
commander,  2nd Bn,  3rd Inf . 
Regt .  “They are  destroyed, 
they’re  in  front  of  people’s 
homes,  and they are  blocking 
the roads and are  remnants  of 
the past .”

Si t t ing beside Rocke and 
watching the f i rs t  tank being 
l i f ted off  the ground,  Zaid 
Ibraham Hassam, the mayor 
of  Muqdadiyah said,  “These 
tanks are  a  reminder  of  when 
al-Qaeda was here,  and 
by removing them, we are 
opening a  new page.”

During the work,  safety 
of  the local  c i t izens was 
paramount .  Hassam arranged 
for  I raqi  Pol icemen to 
secure the s i te .  The IP’s  set 
up checkpoints  a long the 
s t reet  to  restr ic t  access  and 
redirect  foot  t raff ic  to  ensure 
residents  did not  enter  the 
worksi te .

One resident ,  Muhammad 
Hamza,  watched the work 
from his  home.  Hamza has 
been l iving in  the same house 
for  nine years  and remembers 
when the tanks where placed 
on his  doorstep. 

“All  the ci t izens of  the area 
are  real ly  happy and sat isf ied 
with the removal  of  the tanks. 
The joint  effor t  is  good and 

wil l  benefi t  the ci t izens.  In 
order  for  us  to  win we must 
be uni ted,”  said Hamza.

Two of  the three hul ls  were 
removed by Sept .  22,  and 
plans to  remove the third are 
in  the works.  Work has been 
hal ted due to  the end of  the 
Ramadan hol iday.

“This  is  a  ‘good news’ 
s tory for  the people of  I raq. 
This  shows a  wil l ingness  of 
progress ,  of  cooperat ion and 
support  of  U.S.  Forces and 
for  the people,”  said Rocke. 
“No longer  are  we put t ing 
up T-walls ;  instead,  we are 
breaking down barr iers  and 
removing tanks in  order  for 
the local  populous to  see a 
bet ter  way of  l i fe .”
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"This is a celebration 
of the beginning of 

a new partnership," Lt. Col. 
Chuck Hodges, commander, 
1st Battalion, 23rd Infantry 
Regiment, said about a dinner 
his battalion hosted for its 
Iraqi Army counterparts, Sept. 
30.

The new partnership Hodges 
spoke of was that between his 
battalion and the 19th Brigade, 
5th Iraqi Army Division, 
commanded by Brig. Gen. 
Hadayet. 

Hodges' "Tomahawk" Bn. 
recently assumed responsibility 
for the partnership between 
U.S. forces and 19th Bde., 5th 
IA. 

"My battalion has worked 
with Gen. Hadayet back 
in 2006 and 2007 during 
operations here in Diyala," 
said Hodges. "This has been 
a chance to reunite with him, 
and he has been as helpful 
now as he was back then. He 
is a very conscientious officer 
and puts the needs of the Iraqi 
people before his own."

Hadayet, who has worked 

Tomahawk Battalion Take Iraqi Partners to Dinner
Story and photos by
Spc. Anthony Jones
145th MPAD

with U.S. forces since the 
beginning of the war said this 
phase of partnership may be 
new, but it comes as part of 
a longer, larger partnership 
between the Iraqi and American 
armies.

"We have very strong 
relations with [U.S. forces]. 
This partnership is very old, 
and as our commander directs, 
we maintain our relationships 

with [U.S. forces]. I consider 
all soldiers, whether Iraqi 
or American, as my sons and 
brothers," said Hadayet.

Hodges said it 's good to 
work with a commander who 
already understands how U.S. 
forces operate. He knows 
how to implement U.S. troops 
as combat multipliers to 
complement his brigade with 
maintenance programs and 
logistical assistance. 

"It 's good to have a guy 
who understands what our 
capabilities are, so when he 
comes to us, he comes with an 
education of what we can really 
do for him," said Hodges.

Under the current partnership, 
each of the companies under 
1st Bn., 23rd Inf. is partnered 

with a battalion from the 19th 
Brigade, which operates in 
northwestern Diyala province.

During the partnership 
dinner, each Iraqi Army 

Command Sgt. Maj. Stanley 
Sobiech, command sgt. maj., 
1st Battalion, 23rd Infantry 
Regiment greets his Iraqi Army 
counter part Command Sgt. 
Maj. Mohammed Hashim of the 
19th Brigade, 5th Iraqi Army 
Division, at the Tomahawk 
partnership dinner, Sept. 30.

Lt. Col. Chuck Hodges commander, 1st Battalion, 23rd Infantry 
Regiment, 3rd Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry 
Division, looks on as his Iraqi Army partner, Brig. Gen. Hadayet, 
commander, 19th Brigade, 5th Iraqi Army, cuts a cake representing 
the U.S. - Iraqi partnership during a dinner held to honor the 
partnership at Forward Operating Base Grizzly, Sept. 30

Lt. Col. Chuck Hodges commander, 1st Battalion, 23rd Infantry 
Regiment, 3rd Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division, 
presents his Iraqi Army partner, Brig. Gen. Hadayet, commander, 
19th Brigade, 5th Iraqi Army, with a tomahawk representing the 
toughness of the partnership between the U.S. and Iraqi Armies during 
a partnership dinner at Forward Operating Base Grizzly, Sept. 30

battalion commander sat with 
his U.S. Forces partner and 
joined in an American style 
meal of steak and shrimp.

"Iraqi hospitality is 

unlimited. Every time we go 
to one of their headquarters, a 
meal is always offered," said 
Hodges. "This was a chance 
for us to reciprocate and give 
them some good old American 
steaks. 

After the dinner, Hodges 
presented Hadayet with a 
tomahawk, a representation 
of the Native American 
heritage each of the 1st Bn., 
23rd Inf. companies is named 
for: Apache, Black Hawk and 
Comanche. Each of the Iraqi 
Army battalion commanders 
was also presented a tomahawk 
by their U.S. partner.

"The Native Americans 
had great, strong warriors 
dedicated to their cause and a 
good brotherhood together," 
said Hodges. "The symbolism 
of our giving the Iraqi leaders 
a tomahawk is that they are 
our brothers in arms. While 
we are separated by the flag 
we fall under, we still have the 
strong brotherhood of being 
soldiers." 

Served for dessert after the 
partnership dinner a cake 
bearing the names of each 
partner unit and flags of the 
two countries was prepared. 
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Field Artillery Honing Skills on FOB Warhorse
Story and photos by
Sgt. Jeremy Pitcher
145th MPAD

T h e  a b i l i t y  t o  p u t 
r o u n d s  d o w n  r a n g e 

p r e c i s e l y  o n  a  t a r g e t  i s 
e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  f i e l d 
a r t i l l e r y  m i s s i o n .   M e m b e r s 
o f  1 s t  B a t t a l i o n ,  3 7 t h  F i e l d 
A r t i l l e r y  R e g i m e n t ,  3 r d 
S t r y k e r  B r i g a d e  C o m b a t 
Te a m ,  2 n d I n f a n t r y 

D i v i s i o n  k n o w  h o w e v e r , 
t h a t  t h i s  a b i l i t y  d o e s  n o t 
c o m e  w i t h o u t  e x t e n s i v e 
p r e p a r a t i o n .

R e c e n t l y  2 n d P l a t o o n ,  1 - 3 7 
FA c o n d u c t e d  a  c a l i b r a t i o n 
o n  t h e i r  M 7 7 7  h o w i t z e r s .  
T h e  c a l i b r a t i o n  c o n s i s t e d 
o f  s h o o t i n g  l i v e  r o u n d s 
d o w n  r a n g e  t o  t e s t  t h e 
v e l o c i t y  o f  t h e  p r o p u l s i o n 
t h e y  a r e  e q u i p p e d  w i t h .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  S g t .  J a h n 
V l i e g e r ,  1 - 3 7  FA F i r e 

C o n t r o l  S e r g e a n t ,  t h e  n e e d 
t o  c a l i b r a t e  t h e  h o w i t z e r s 
t o  t h e  v e l o c i t y  o f  t h e 
p r o p u l s i o n s  i s  d u e  t o  t h e 
f a c t  t h a t  e a c h  b a t c h  o f 
p r o p u l s i o n s  i s  m a d e  a t 
d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  a n d  m a n y 
i n  d i f f e r e n t  p l a n t s .

T h e s e  d i s p a r i t i e s  c a n 
c a u s e  a  r o u n d ’s  t r a j e c t o r y 
t o  c h a n g e  s l i g h t l y  a n d 
t h e r e f o r e  n o t  b e  c o m p l e t e l y 
a c c u r a t e ,  s a i d  V l i e g e r.

2 n d  L t .  J a s o n 

Va n d e r h e y d e n ,  1 - 3 7  FA F i r e 
D i r e c t i o n  O f f i c e r  s a i d  t h a t 
t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  c a l i b r a t i o n 
u s e s  p r o p u l s i o n  f r o m  e a c h 
b a t c h .   T h e  v e l o c i t y  i s 
m e a s u r e d  f o r  e a c h  r o u n d  a s 
i t  i s  f i r e d .   T h i s  v e l o c i t y  i s 
t h e n  r e c o r d e d  a n d  c a n  b e 
u s e d  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  w e a t h e r 
d a t a  a n d  t e m p e r a t u r e  o f 
t h e  p r o p u l s i o n  a t  t h e  t i m e 
o f  f i r i n g  t o  c a l c u l a t e  t h e 
e x a c t  a n g l e s  n e e d e d  t o  h i t 
a  t a r g e t .

T h e  p r o c e s s  t o  t h i s 
c a l i b r a t i o n  b e g i n s  w i t h  t h e 
a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  a  s u i t a b l e 
a r e a  i n  w h i c h  t h e  h o w i t z e r s 
c a n  f i r e  t o  a c c o r d i n g  t o 
C a p t .  M a t t  K u h l m a n ,  1 - 3 7 
FA F i r e  C o n t r o l  O f f i c e r.

“ T h e  a r e a  i s  a s s e s s e d 
f o r  p o s s i b l e  c o l l a t e r a l 
d a m a g e .   O n c e  i t  i s  c l e a r e d 
b y  u s  i t  t h e n  g o e s  t h r o u g h 
a  p r o c e s s  o f  v e r i f i c a t i o n 
a n d  a c c e p t a n c e  b y  o t h e r 
g r o u p s , ”  s a i d  K u h l m a n .

T h e  p r o c e s s  i n c l u d e s 
g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e 
C o m b i n e d  A i r  O p e r a t i o n 
C e n t e r  w h i c h  t a k e s  s a t e l l i t e 
i m a g e r y  o f  t h e  a r e a  t o 
e n s u r e  t h a t  n o  s t r u c t u r e s 
o r  w a t e r  c a n a l s  w i l l  b e 
d a m a g e d .   T h e  p r o c e s s  t h e n 
g o e s  t h r o u g h  b o t h  U . S .  a n d 
I r a q i  l e a d e r s h i p  t o  s i g n  o f f 
o n  t h e  f i r i n g .

F o r  t h e  r e c e n t  c a l i b r a t i o n 
f o r  t h e  1 - 3 7  FA t h e  p r o c e s s 
b e g a n  m o r e  t h a n  a  m o n t h 
a g o .

O n c e  c a l i b r a t i o n  m i s s i o n 

i s  c l e a r e d  t h e  f i r i n g 
m i s s i o n  b e g i n s  t o  t a k e 
s h a p e .   T h e  r o u n d  a n d 
s i z e  o f  t h e  p r o p u l s i o n  i s 
s e l e c t e d  t o  r e a c h  t h e  t a r g e t 
a r e a  a n d  a  t i m e  i s  s e l e c t e d 
f o r  f i r i n g .

F o r  a  n o r m a l  c a l i b r a t i o n , 
1 0  r o u n d s  a r e  f i r e d 
t h r o u g h  e a c h  o f  t h e  t h r e e 
h o w i t z e r s .   E a c h  r o u n d  i s 
o b s e r v e d  a n d  c o n f i r m e d  b y 
a  f o r w a r d  o b s e r v e r  a t  t h e 
i m p a c t  p o i n t .

T h e  f i r i n g  m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e 
1 - 3 7  FA u s e s  a n  e i g h t  m a n 
s e c t i o n  w h o  c o n t i n u o u s l y 
t r a i n  a n d  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e 
B r i g a d e ’s  f i r i n g  m i s s i o n s .  

P l a t o o n  S e r g e a n t  S g t .  1 s t 
C l a s s  F r a n k l i n  o v e r s e e s 
e a c h  s h o o t  t o  e n s u r e  e a c h 
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  s e c t i o n  i s 
d o i n g  t h e i r  j o b  c o r r e c t l y 
a n d  s a f e l y.

“ S a f e t y  c o m e s  f i r s t  h e r e .  
I t  i s  a l l  a b o u t  p r o c e d u r e .  
S p e e d  w i l l  c o m e  t h e  m o r e 

y o u  d o  i t ,  b u t  y o u  m u s t 
d o  i t  r i g h t  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e 
s a f e , ”  s a i d  F r a n k l i n .

T h o u g h  f i r i n g  h o w i t z e r s 
i s  b e c o m i n g  s c a r c e r  a s  t h e 
s e c u r i t y  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e s , 
t h e y  a r e  s t i l l  o f t e n  u s e d  t o 
i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d 
a n d  a s  h a r a s s m e n t 
i n t e r d i c t i o n  f i r e  ( H I F ) .  
T h e  H I F  o f t e n  i n v o l v e s 
s t r i k i n g  p r e v i o u s  i n d i r e c t 
f i r e  p o i n t s  o f  o r i g i n .

Wi t h  m a n y  S o l d i e r s  b e i n g 
t a s k e d  w i t h  u n c o n v e n t i o n a l 
j o b s  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f 
D i y a l a  P r o v i n c e ,  m e m b e r s 
o f  t h e  h o w i t z e r  t e a m  t a k e 
s o l a c e  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y 
a r e  s t i l l  d o i n g  t h e  j o b  t h e y 
w e r e  t r a i n e d  t o  d o .  

“ We  h a v e  t o  b e  r e a d y  f o r 
w h a t e v e r ,  b u t  i t  i s  g o o d 
t o  b e  d o i n g  w h a t  t h e y 
t r a i n e d  u s  f o r , ”  s a i d  S p c . 
R o g e r  P r i n c e ,  t h e  R a d i o , 
Te l e p h o n e  O p e r a t o r  f o r  t h e 
s e c t i o n .

Soldiers of the 1st Battalion, 37th Field Artillery Regiment fire an M777 in 
order to calibrate the howitzer on Forward Operating Base Warhorse,  Oct. 12 

The Soldiers fire a shot as they work to calibrate the howitzer.



16        ON POINT, November 2009 ON POINT, November 2009        17

Operation Warhorse Reaper 
Story and photos by
Spc. Anthony Jones
145th MPAD

Beneath the golden light of 
an eastern Iraqi morning, 

Soldiers of two nations gathered 
together to make last minute 
plans and take the first steps 
toward a sleepy Iraqi village.

The Soldiers, of the U.S. 
Army’s 1st Squadron, 14th 
Cavalry Regiment, 3rd Stryker 
Brigade Combat Team, 2nd 
Infantry Division and their Iraqi 
counterparts, the 4th Brigade, 1st 
Quick Reaction Force Division, 

were embarking on Operation 
Warhorse Reaper; the U.S. name 
for the Iraqi planned mission.

“This was the IA Brigade’s 
mission, we went with their plan, 
we met with them and formed 
our plan based on the way they 
were going to do things,” said 
2nd Lt. Brandon Frei, a platoon 
leader with Crazy Horse Troop, 
whose part of the combined 
operation was to conduct clearing 
operations through five small 
villages north on the Hamreen 
Reserve in north-central Diyala.

Crazy Horse Troop was not 
the only company of the 1st 
Squadron, 14th Cavalry Regiment 

which took part in the operation.
Apocalypse Troop worked 

with 4th Battalion, 4th Brigade 
to clear along the Diyala River. 
Bronco Troop, who partners with 
1st Battalion, 4th Brigade, cleared 
the area around the village of 
Halawiyah.

 “Our job during the operation 
was to follow the Iraqi Army and 
provide an over watch and offer 
advice when asked,” said Frei, 
who was one of the U.S. Soldiers 
who walked house to house with 
the Iraqi Army.

The village clearing began 
at daybreak and lasted until 
approximately two o’clock in 

the afternoon. The operation 
was lead by Iraqi Army officers 
and non-commissioned officers, 
who directed their soldiers as 
they moved house to house and 
searched the homes.

At each house the Iraqi soldiers 
would speak with the residents 
and search the outside of the 
building and any outer buildings 
before entering the main home.

“The IA did a great job,” said 
Frei. “Even at the last house, 
when everyone was tired, they 
found two magazines with 
ammunition and after searching 
further found an old rifle the 
family was not allowed to have 
and confiscated it.”

After the Iraqi and U.S. 
Soldiers completed the job of 
clearing the villages the U.S. 
Forces pulled back to allow the 
Iraqi soldiers to provide the 
villages with humanitarian aid 
supplies.

Maj. Scott Schumacher, 
operations officer, 1st Squadron, 
14th Cavalry Regiment, said it 
is highly important for the U.S. 
Soldiers to step back and allow 
the villagers to see the Iraqi 
Army taking charge of missions 
and providing the humanitarian 
assistance.

“It has to be the Iraqi Security 
Forces gaining the trust and 
respect of the local population,” 
said Schumacher. “That’s why 
it’s important for the IA to be in 
the lead. They want to help their 
people.”

Schumacher, with two 
previous deployments to Iraq, 
added the Iraqi Army of today 

is highly improved over those 
deployments.

“The Iraqi army has made 
leaps and bounds since I was 
here in 2003 and 2006, they 
are better equipped and better 

trained. The senior leadership 
understands what it means to 
take care of soldiers and they are 
all about protecting the people 
and are marking every stride to 
protect the people.”

Sgt. Mat Vance, Crazy 
Horse Troop, 1st Squadron, 
14th Cavalry Regiment, 3rd 
Stryker Brigade Combat 
Team, 2nd Infantry Division 
and an Iraqi Army soldier 
provide security outside a 
home in the Iraqi village of 
Abu Gaed as other Iraqi 
Army soldiers are inside 
searching the home, early 
the morning of Oct. 18.

An Iraqi Army soldier 
jokes with an elderly Iraqi 
woman as he inspects 
her identification cards 
and ask her about her 
home as other soldiers 
search the outer courtyard 
around the home, Oct. 18.
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C r e a t i n g  a  s t a b l e 
e c o n o m y  i n  I r a q  i s 

a  g o a l  o f  t h e  U . S .  F o r c e s . 
To  h e l p ,  U . S .  F o r c e s  a r e 
p r o v i d i n g  s m a l l  g r a n t s  t o 
l o c a l  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  t o  s t a r t 
a  b u s i n e s s  a n d  e m p l o y 
o t h e r s .  T h e  m i c r o  g r a n t s 
a l l o w  s o m e o n e  w i t h o u t 
w o r k i n g  c a p i t a l  t o  s t a r t  a 
b u s i n e s s  a n d  h a v e  a  l o n g 
t e r m  j o b . 

T h e  p r o g r a m  a l s o  a l l o w s 
U . S .  F o r c e  m e m b e r s  t o 
h a v e  a n  i m m e d i a t e  p o s i t i v e 
i m p a c t  i n  t h e  a r e a s 
t h e y  w o r k .  T h e  g r a n t s 
a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  c r e a t e 
s u s t a i n a b l e  e c o n o m i e s  o n 
a  l o c a l  l e v e l .

1 s t  L t .  D a n i e l  S h o e m a k e r 
i s  a  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  i n  B  C o . 
5 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  2 0 t h  I n f a n t r y 
R e g i m e n t ,  3 r d  S t r y k e r 
B r i g a d e  C o m b a t  Te a m , 
2 n d  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n . 
H e  h a s  b e e n  h a n d i n g  o u t 
m i c r o  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s 
t o  p e o p l e  i n  s m a l l  t o w n s 
a n d  v i l l a g e s  f o r  s e v e r a l 
m o n t h s .  S h o e m a k e r  w o r k s 
w i t h  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s , 
I r a q i  P o l i c e ,  I r a q i  A r m y 
a n d  l o c a l  l e a d e r s  t o  f i n d 
b u s i n e s s  m e n  a n d  w o m e n 
w h o  a r e  m o s t  l i k e l y  t o 
s u c c e e d  i n  s e t t i n g  u p  a n 
e n d u r i n g  b u s i n e s s .  H e 
b e l i e v e s  t h e  m i c r o  g r a n t s 
p r o v i d e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e 

e c o n o m y.
“ I  t h i n k  t h e y  a r e  o n e  o f 

t h e  a n s w e r s  t o  f i x i n g  t h e 
e c o n o m y  h e r e , ”  S h o e m a k e r 
s a i d .  “ I  d o  t h i n k  t h i s  w i l l 
h e l p  t h e  c o m m o n  m a n  o n 
t h e  s t r e e t . ”

T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  t h a t 
S h o e m a k e r  h a n d s  o u t  p o s e 
b a s i c  q u e s t i o n s  t o  t h e  n e w 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s  l i k e  t h e i r 
n a m e ,  b u s i n e s s  l o c a t i o n  a n d 
d e s c r i p t i o n .  I t  a l s o  a s k s  t h e 
a p p l i c a n t  f o r  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s 
e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  w h a t  t h e 
b u s i n e s s  w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e 
t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y.  A l l  o f 
t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  o n  t h e 
a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r m  a  b a s i c 
b u s i n e s s  p l a n .

C a p t .  C h r i s t i a n  I n c r e m o n a 
i s  t h e  5 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  2 0 t h 
I n f a n t r y  R e g i m e n t ’s  F i r e 
S u p p o r t  O f f i c e r.  H i s  j o b 
i s  t o  c o l l e c t  a l l  t h e  m i c r o 

g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a n d 
t h e n  s u b m i t  t h e m  t o  h i g h e r 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  f i n a l 
a p p r o v a l .  A l a r g e  p a r t  o f 
h i s  j o b  i s  c o n f i r m i n g  a 
n e e d  f o r  t h e  b u s i n e s s  a n d 
m a k i n g  s u r e  t h e r e  a r e  n o t 
o t h e r  b u s i n e s s e s  p r o v i d i n g 
t h e  s a m e  s e r v i c e s  n e a r b y.

“ F o r  i n s t a n c e  i f  t h e r e 
i s  o n e  t r a s h  p i c k u p  f o r 
a  v i l l a g e  o f  4 0  p e o p l e , 
y o u  p r o b a b l y  d o n ’ t  n e e d 
f o u r  m o r e  t r a s h  p i c k u p s , ” 
I n c r e m o n a  s a i d .  “ A l t h o u g h 
w e  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  p r o v i d e 
a  m i c r o  g r a n t ,  w e  w a n t  t o 
m a k e  s u r e  a n d  p r o v i d e  i t  t o 
s o m e o n e  w h o  i s  w o r t h y. ”

I n c r e m o n a  s a i d  t h e  i d e a 
o f  e a c h  m i c r o  g r a n t  i s  t o 
e m p l o y  t h r e e  o r  m o r e  p e o p l e 
a n d  c r e a t e  a  b u s i n e s s  t h a t 
w i l l  s u s t a i n  i t s e l f .  A f t e r 
t h e  m i c r o  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n 

Regulars Work to Provide Microgrants to Local Citizens
Story by Spc. Christopher Bruce
145th MPAD
Photos by MC1 Kirk Worley
Joint Combat Camera

i s  a p p r o v e d ,  U . S .  F o r c e s 
w i l l  m e e t  w i t h  t h e  g r a n t e e 
a n d  a w a r d  h a l f  o f  t h e  g r a n t 
m o n e y,  u p  t o  $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h e n 
a  t i m e  w i l l  b e  s c h e d u l e d , 
u s u a l l y  a r o u n d  3 0  d a y s 
a f t e r ,  t o  c o m e  b a c k  a n d 
s e e  t h e  p r o g r e s s  m a d e .  I f 
t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  p r o g r e s s 
a n d  t h e  m o n e y  w a s  s p e n t 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s 
p l a n ,  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  i s 
t h e n  g r a n t e d .

“ I f  t h e y  h a v e n ’ t  m a d e 
a n y  p r o g r e s s ,  t h e n  w e  c a n 
i d e n t i f y  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  w o r t h 
p a y i n g  t h e  r e s t , ”  I n c r e m o n a 
s a i d .  “ O u r  h o p e  i s  t h a t  i t ’s U.S. Army Soldiers attached to B Co., 5th Battalion, 

20th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Stryker Brigade Combat 
Team, 2nd Infantry Division, conduct a joint patrol of the 
village of Imam Ways in the Diayala Province, Sept. 30.

U.S. Soldiers attached to B Co., 5th Battalion, 20th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Stryker 
Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division, work with local citizens in order 
to follow up on applications for micro grants in the village of Sanajar, Oct. 22

a b s o l u t e l y  w o r t h  p a y i n g 
t h e  r e s t  a n d  w e  p a y  t h e 
s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  t h e  m i c r o 
g r a n t  a n d  c o n t i n u e  t o  l o o k 
f o r  m o r e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o 
f u n d  t h e  l o c a l  e c o n o m y. ” 

N o t  a l l  b u s i n e s s 
a p p l i c a t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  a r e 
a p p r o v e d .

“ I t ’s  a  g o o d  p r o g r a m  b u t 
y o u  h a v e  t o  b e  c a r e f u l  o n 
h o w  y o u  e m p l o y  i t  a n d 
t h e n  y o u  h a v e  t o  m o n i t o r  i t 
v e r y  c l o s e l y  t o  m a k e  s u r e 
m o n e y  i s  g o i n g  t o  t h e  r i g h t 
p l a c e s , ”  I n c r e m o n a  s a i d .

P o p u l a r  c h o i c e s  i n  t h e 
D i y a l a  P r o v i n c e  h a v e  b e e n 

c h i c k e n  f a r m s ,  c o f f e e  s h o p s 
a n d  i n t e r n e t  c a f e s .  T h e s e 
l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s  e m p l o y 
o t h e r s  a n d  c r e a t e  i n c o m e 
f o r  t h e i r  o w n e r s .  T h i s  i n 
t u r n  b u i l d s  t h e  e c o n o m y 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  I n c r e m o n a .

“ P r o v i d i n g  c a p i t a l  t o  t h e 
l o c a l  e c o n o m y  a l l o w s  t h a t 
l o c a l  e c o n o m y  t o  g r o w 
s t r o n g e r  a n d  b e  a b l e  t o 
s u s t a i n  i t s e l f , ”  I n c r e m o n a 
s a i d .  “ T h e y  d o n ’ t  n e e d 
t o  m o d e l  w h a t  w e  d o ;  w e 
j u s t  h o p e  w e  c a n  f a c i l i t a t e 
w h a t e v e r  g o o d  s y s t e m  t h e y 
h a v e  s e t  u p  a n d  s e t  i t  u p 
f o r  s u c c e s s . ”
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Iraqi Veterinarians and U.S. Animal 
Disease  Exper t  Hold Conference
Story and photo by
Spc. Anthony Jones
145th MPAD

In a blue and white conference 
room at the Diyala Governance 

Center in Baqubah, Iraq, more 
than 40 veterinarians from across 
Diyala Province gathered for a 
teleconference to discuss issues 
which have been nearly eradicated 
in the U.S., Sept. 28.

The focus of the teleconference: 
Foot and Mouth Disease. Capt. 
Eddie Neal, the 25th Infantry 
Division veterinarian, said Foot 
and Mouth is a contagious disease 
especially of cloven-footed animals 
and is marked by ulcerating vesicles 

in the mouth around the hooves.
“Foot and Mouth Disease has a 

low mortality rate, but it is highly 
infectious,” said Neal. “It hurts the 
Iraqi cattle industry.” 

The disease hurts the Iraqi cattle 
industry by preventing cattle to be 
exported outside Iraq, which could 
potentially spread the disease to 
countries that have previously 
eliminated it. 

The guest speaker for the 
teleconference was Dr. Samia 
Metwally, with the Foreign Animal 
Disease Diagnostic Laboratory at 
the Plum Island Animal Disease 
Center; a research center located 
small island off the coast of New 
York state where researchers work 
to prevent outbreaks of potential 

“economic crippling” diseases.
Dr. Heshmet Mohammed Yaas, an 

Iraqi veterinarian from Qazainayh 
in Diyala Province who has been 
practicing veterinary medicine 
since 1976 said this meeting was 
a perfect opportunity to learn 
important information and keep up-
to-date on the latest techniques to 
treat diseases.

According to Neal the 
teleconference is the first of its kind 
and is using a “shoe-string” budget 
to set a precedence the Iraqi’s can 
follow after U.S. Forces depart.

“We are using Skype, a commercial 
internet voice chat product, for the 
audio provided by Dr. Metwally and 
we’ve downloaded the slide show 
to avoid the high cost of video-
teleconference equipment,” said 
Neal. “We are hoping to use this as 
a model for future conferences with 
Iraqi and U.S. veterinary experts.”

However, the teleconference 
didn’t work as well as planned. 
Due to issues with audio equipment 
the veterinarians present in Diyala 
could not understand exactly what 
was being said. The presentation 
was stopped after a brief discussion 
on Foot and Mouth Disease and 
plans where made to hold another 
meeting sometime in October, 
taking the lessons learned at this 
initial meeting and putting them 
into place.

“We are still planning our 
October meeting, which will focus 
on Rabies,” said Neal. “Some of our 
vets couldn’t hear very well so we 
are learning from our mistakes and 
we will be better prepared for our 
next meeting.”

Dr. Heshmet Mohammed Yaas, a veterinarian in the Iraqi 
village of Qazainayh in Diyala Province, listens to a video-
teleconfernce where Dr. Samia Metwally, with the Foreign 
Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory at the Palm Island 
Animal Disease Center, spoke to more than 40 Diyala Province 
veterinarians about Foot and Mouth Disease, Sept. 28.

Task Force 296 works to keep the 
Iraqi Army “on the move”

Story by Spc. Christopher Bruce
145th MPAD
Photos by 2nd Lt. Jennifer Palmeri
3-2 SBCT Public Affairs Officer

I r a q i  A r m y  s o l d i e r s 
c o m p l e t e d  a  1 0 -

d a y  m a i n t e n a n c e  c o u r s e 
i n s t r u c t e d  b y  U . S .  F o r c e s 
h e l d  a t  F o r w a r d  O p e r a t i n g 
B a s e  Wa r h o r s e ,  S e p t .  1 9 .

T h e  e i g h t  I r a q i  s o l d i e r s 
o f  t h e  3 r d  R e g i m e n t ,  1 8 t h 
B r i g a d e ,  5 t h  I r a q i  A r m y 
D i v i s i o n  c o m p l e t e d 
t r a i n i n g  i n  h u m v e e 
m a i n t e n a n c e  s u c h  a s 
c o o l i n g ,  e l e c t r i c a l  f u e l ,  a i r 
i n t a k e ,  e x h a u s t  s y s t e m s , 
a i r  c o n d i t i o n e r  s e r v i c e s 
a n d  b a s i c  w e l d i n g .  E a c h 
s u b j e c t  w a s  t a u g h t  i n  a 
c l a s s r o o m  w i t h  A r a b i c 
t e x t b o o k s .  T h e n ,  a  h a n d s -
o n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u r s e 
w a s  a p p l i e d .

T h e  t r a i n i n g  w a s 
a r r a n g e d  b y  Ta s k  F o r c e 
2 9 6 ,  B r a v o  C o m p a n y 
L o g i s t i c s  T r a i n i n g 
A d v i s o r y  Te a m  o r  LTAT.

S t a f f  S g t .  D a v i d  B o u c h a t , 
LTAT  N o n - C o m m i s s i o n e d 
O f f i c e r  i n  C h a r g e  s a i d  t h e 
I r a q i ’s  a l s o  a s k e d  t o  l e a r n 
a b o u t  t r a n s m i s s i o n  t r o u b l e 
c o d e s ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
e l e c t r i c a l  c o m p o n e n t s 
a n d  l e a r n i n g  t h e  U . S . 
m a i n t e n a n c e  s t r u c t u r e . 
H e  s a i d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  t h e 
c o u r s e  w i l l  b e  t a u g h t  b y 
I r a q i ’s  a n d  n o t  U . S . 

“ We  a r e  g e t t i n g  t h e 
o f f i c e r s  a n d  N C O ’s  f r o m 
t h e  I r a q i  s i d e  i n v o l v e d 
t e a c h i n g  c l a s s e s , ” 
B o u c h a t  s a i d .  “ T h a t ’s 
s o r t  o f  t h e  b i g  p a r t  o f  t h e 
w h o l e  p r o g r a m  f o r  u s ,  i s 
t o  b e  a b l e  t o  c r e a t e  a  s e l f 
s u s t a i n i n g  I r a q i  A r m y, 
n o t  j u s t  t e a c h i n g  t h e m 
a  c o u p l e  o f  l i t t l e  t h i n g s 
h e r e  a n d  t h e r e .  We  a r e 
t r y i n g  t o  t e a c h  t h e m  h o w 
t o  d o  i t  t h e m s e l v e s . ”

L t .  G a z e e  N a s e r ,  l e a d e r 
o f  t h e  I r a q i  m a i n t e n a n c e 
t e a m  t h a t  i s  a s s i g n e d 
t o  3 r d  R e g i m e n t ,  1 8 t h 
B r i g a d e ,  5 t h  I A D i v i s i o n , 
s a i d  t h e  t r a i n i n g  w i l l 
h e l p  h i m  a n d  h i s  t e a m  t o 
r e p a i r  a n d  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r 
v e h i c l e s .

After graduation from the humvee maintenance 
class the eight Iraqi Army soldiers proudly 
pose with thier cirtificates of completion.
The  soldiers are with 3rd Regiment  
18th Brigade, 5th Iraqi Army Division

“ I  h a v e  l e a r n e d  a  l o t  o f 
t h i n g s  f o r  t h e  h u m v e e , ” 
N a s a r  s a i d .  “ T h e  h u m v e e 
i s  a  n e w  t r u c k  i n  o u r  a r m y, 
w e  n e v e r  h a d  i t  b e f o r e . ”

N a s e r  w a s  t h e 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  H o n o r 
G r a d u a t e  f o r  t h e  c l a s s .

L t .  C o l .  H a r r y 
H u n g e r f o r d ,  c o m m a n d e r 
o f  t h e  B r i g a d e  S u p p o r t 
B a t t a l i o n ,  g a v e  o p e n i n g 
r e m a r k s  f o r  t h e  c e r e m o n y. 
H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h a t  t h e 
t r a i n i n g  w o u l d  h e l p 
i m p r o v e  o v e r a l l  a b i l i t y  o f 
t h e  I A .

“ T h e s e  s k i l l s  w i l l  a l l o w 
e a c h  o f  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t 
y o u r  u n i t  a n d  i t s  a b i l i t y 
t o  d e f e n d  t h e  n a t i o n  o f 
I r a q  a n d  i t s  p e o p l e , ” 
H u n g e r f o r d  s a i d .



Chaplain’s Corner May those fallen 
Never be forgotten

Staff Sgt. Todd W. Selge
Company A, 5th Battalion, 

20th Infantry Regiment
June 22, 1984

September 3, 2009

Sgt. Jordan M. Shay
Company A, 5th Battalion, 

20th Infantry Regiment
April 3, 1987

September 3, 2009

Chaplain (Maj.)
Patrick Basal 
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A Life Purposed By Divine Design

W h e n  M i c h e l a n g e l o 
s c u l p t e d  h i s 

m a g n i f i c e n t  m a r b l e  s t a t u e 
o f  D a v i d ,  h e  c l a i m e d  t h a t 
h e  s i m p l y  c h i p p e d  a w a y 
u n t i l  D a v i d  e m e r g e d 
f r o m  h i s  s t o n y  c a p t i v i t y . 
M i c h e l a n g e l o  b e l i e v e d 
t h a t  t h e  i m a g e  o f  D a v i d 
“ h a d  b e e n  t r a p p e d  i n s i d e 
t h e  b l o c k  o f  m a r b l e . ” 

T h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h a t 
i m a g e  w a s  s e t  f r e e  f o r 
a l l  t h e  w o r l d  t o  v i e w.  
M i c h e l a n g e l o  w r o t e  i n 
h i s  d i a r i e s  “ i t  t o o k  f o r t y 
m e n  f i v e  d a y s  t o  m o v e  i t . 
O n c e  i n  p l a c e ,  t h e  s t a t u e 
w a s  a  w a r n i n g . . . w h o e v e r 
g o v e r n e d  F l o r e n c e 
s h o u l d  g o v e r n  j u s t l y 
a n d  d e f e n d  i t  b r a v e l y . . . ”  
M i c h e l a n g e l o ’s  m e s s a g e 
i n  s t o n e  w a s  t h a t  t h o s e 
w h o  w o u l d  p r e s u m e  t o  l e a d 
a  p e o p l e  a r e  a c c o u n t a b l e 
t o  b o t h  G o d  a n d  m a n . 

T h i s  t i e s  u s  i n t o  t h e 
l a r g e r  s t o r y  o f  D a v i d , 
a  s t u d y  o f  f a i t h  a n d 
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  o f  a  m a n 
w h o  w a s  a  s h e p h e r d  a n d 
K i n g ,  a  s o n  a n d  a  f a t h e r , 
a  h u s b a n d  a n d  f r i e n d ,  a 
w a r r i o r  a n d  a  w o r s h i p p e r . 
D a v i d ,  t h e  m a n  a f t e r 
G o d ’s  o w n  h e a r t ,  w a s  a 
l i f e  p u r p o s e d  b y  d i v i n e 
d e s i g n !

To  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d 
D a v i d  w e  m u s t  r e m e m b e r 
t h e  s t o r y  o f  h i s  g r e a t -
g r a n d m o t h e r ,  R u t h ,  a 
M o a b i t e  w o m a n  o f  f a i t h .  

R u t h  t e a c h e s  u s  t h a t 
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  t o  G o d 
b e g i n s  b y  w a l k i n g  i n 
o b e d i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  L o r d , 
W h o  b r i n g s  u s  f r o m  f a m i n e 
t o  f e a s t ,  f r o m  f a i l u r e  t o 
v i c t o r y ,  f r o m  a l i e n a t i o n 
t o  f a m i l y .

We  l e a r n  t h a t  f a i t h  i n  G o d 
s h a p e s  o u r  f u t u r e s  w i t h 
u n i m a g i n e d  p o s s i b i l i t i e s . 
We  a r e  l i b e r a t e d  f r o m  t h e 
p r i s o n s  o f  d o u b t ,  l o w  s e l f 
e s t e e m  a n d  u n c e r t a i n t y 
w h e n  t h e  S c u l p t o r  o f  o u r 
d e s t i n y  i s  t h e  l i v i n g  G o d ! 

B e c a u s e  t h e  E y e  o f  t h e 
S c u l p t o r  s e e s 
s o m e t h i n g 
i n  e a c h  o f 
u s ,  w h a t 
‘ c o u l d  b e , ’ 
o u r  l i v e s  a r e 
o p e n  e n d e d ! 
We  w a l k  w i t h 
t h e  p r o m i s e 
t h a t  G o d  c a n 
d o  s o m e t h i n g 
w o n d e r f u l 
w i t h  o u r  l i v e s 
i f  w e ’ l l  s i m p l y 
l e t  H i m !

H o w e v e r , 
t h i s  r e q u i r e s 
t h a t  H i s 
s k i l l e d  h a n d s 
c h i p  a w a y  t h e 
u n n e c e s s a r y 
s t o n e  t h a t  s o 
o f t e n  t r a p s 
a n d  h i n d e r s 
o u r  p o t e n t i a l . 
S u c h  p r o c e s s e s 
a r e  a l w a y s 

d i f f i c u l t  a n d  o f t e n 
p a i n f u l .  B u t  t h e  p o l i s h e d 
r e s u l t  b e c o m e s  a  w i t n e s s 
t o  t h e  u n i v e r s e .

F r o m  d u s t  a n d  s t o n e  i s 
b o r n  a  c h i l d  o f  t h e  S p i r i t ! 

A s  w e  s e a r c h  f o r 
S c r i p t u r a l  t r u t h s  a b o u t 
t h i s  b e l o v e d  s h e p h e r d 
k i n g  n a m e d  D a v i d  w h i l e 
w e  a r e  h e r e  i n  t h e  d e s e r t , 
l e t ’ s  a l s o  s e a r c h  o u r  o w n 
h e a r t s  a n d  s t a n d  r e a d y 
f o r  t h e  t o u c h  o f  G o d ,  o u r 
h e a v e n l y  S c u l p t o r !



3rd Stryker Brigade Combat Team

2nd Infantry Division

“America’s First Stryker Brigade”


