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Chicago, Ill. Native, Spc. Gbenga Ayantade, a medic in Com-
pany A, 1st Battalion, 5th Cavalry Regiment, searches for
hidden caches in Tarmiyah during a larger warrants and

weapons cache operation in Nov.




The History of the 1st Battalion, 5th Cavalry Regiment

1st Battalion, Sth United States Cavalry Regiment was formed in 1855, From its inception, it was an elite
unit, with the Secretary of War Jefferson Davis hand-picking its members from a dozen states, In its
144-year history, the Battalion has participated in nine wars and has been awarded 62 campaign streamers.
15t Battalion, 5th Cavalry and it's companies have been awarded over 20 unit citations and boast 45
mmbeolfﬁf&hbamlbn whmhave received the nation's highest award for bravery, the Congressional
Medal

The “Black maﬁu' have SRt antioned from horseback to Bradley Fighting Vehicles, after serving
valiantly in the Semndi«oﬂd War, Korea, and Vietnam. In 1986, as the US. Army's only combined arms
balanced Task Fom’faskfauce 1-5 CAV combined the sheer guts of the Infantry, the rapid firepower of the
25mm Bushmaster, andthea\mome firepower of the M1 tank. The test of the Combined Arms
Mechanized Battalion organization came in 1990, when the "Black Knights” deployed to Saudi Arabia and

prepared to battle the lraqi Atmy 15t Battalion, Sth Cavalry was the first unit to conduct a ground attack on
the Iraqi Army on 20 February 1991 and went on to win more awards for valor than any other unit in the
Division.

15t Battalion, 5th Cavaley received the Division order to deploy to Bosnia in support of Operation Joint
Forge, The "Black Knights" trained and prepared for this mission assignment. The Battalion participated in
several training events, including gunnery, platoon and company STX, and culminated with a two week
Mission Readiness Exercise at the Joint Readiness Training Center, Ft. Polk, Louisiana. This was done while
the Battalion continued to support the no notice deployment requirement of the Division.

On October 7, 1998, The First Cavalry Division assumed authority of the Multi National Division (North)
area of operations in Bosnia-Herzegovina from the 15t Armored Division, The division was the first CONUS
based division to assume this mission, As part of the 15t Cavalry Division, 1-5 CAV's mission was to conduct
operations to enforce the military orth by d\e%opkeords

In order to conduct successful peace missior ‘-sgt\lle in them’soldiefs were extensively trained on mine
awareness, country and cultural customsand ¢ <k kpo
on all levels including individual readiness training, 'i‘l;gaff tra‘?ning, and a Mission Rehearsal Exercise

chi B\Nﬁd co%operaﬁom Training was conducted

(MRE). During the six months, squads and platcons ffdm ¢
combat patrols and escorted over 1000 convoy movemmdygfsqmof the most rugged terrain and
austere conditions,

The "Black Knights" were called upon once again to be Amentaﬂanguardas itmaintained 7 month's of
DRB status for the 1st Cavalry Division. In Nov 2001, the Black o ckCombat Team (BCT) deployed to Kuwait
asa participant in “Operation Enduring Freedom" a5 a direct ésp
on the United States. The BCT retured to Fort Hood an 4 Apr0: fénow'mg an outstandint ng deployment.

The The "Black Knights" stood combat ready when the orderto prepate to dc&qw,- Opefationragi

((‘J

Freedom" was given. Black Jack was integral in assisting the 4th fnfanﬁy Division deploy 10 Iraq aswell as
preparing our soldiers and equipment to deploy to Iraq. me Bdgade stood down for the !raq dephyment
in April 2003 and soon followed this mission with an NTC rdtat!on in July,03. -

Returning to the Middle East, “Black Knights” deployed in suppon of OIFG&-OBmd (oncemmed their

allowing the brigade to help the Iragi people with the establtshmem of essenthl
care and local markets.

Maost recently, the *Black Knights" deployed to Iraq to once agalnpmvide security and subility to the
people of Iraq as they make the transition to a free and democratk‘govemmem duringOIF 09-10. The
“Black Knights” were attached to their sister Brigade: 15t BCT in Baghdad, Aligned with the battalions rich
history, their deployment centered around a pivotal moment in the histmy of Opemion Iraqi Freedom;
that of implementation of the Security Agreement, realignment of U, Forces, and transition focusing on
civil military relationships, economic development, and partnered security operations. During the tour, the
battalion provided the foundation of a safe and secure future for three various geographic locations:
Adhamiyah, Rusafa and Tarmiyah,
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Do you have a story to share?

The Ironhorseman welcomes columns,
commentaries, articles, letters and pho-
tos from readers. Submissions should be

sent to the BCT Public Affairs office at

shejal.pulivarti@us.army.mil or

brian.f.carlin@us.army.mil. Include the

author’s name, rank, unit and contact

information. The Ironhorseman re-
serves the right to edit submissions se-

lected for the paper.

The Ironhorseman is an authorized pub-
lication for members of the U.S. Army.
Contents of the lronhorseman are not
official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S.
Government, Department of the Army,
or the 1st Cavalry Division. The appear-
ance of advertizing in this publication,
including inserts or supplements, does
not constitute endorsement by the De-
partment of the Army, the 1st Cavalry
Division, or the Ironhorseman of the
products and services advertized.
All editorial content of the Ironhorse-
man is prepared, edited, provided and
approved by the 1st Brigade Combat
Team Public Affairs Office.
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From the desk of Col. Tobin Green

To the Troopers of the Ironhorse Brigade:

As we go through the holidays of Hanukkah,
Kwanzaa, Christmas and New Years, | want every
Trooper to know that although we may be separated
from home, we can still appreciate and celebrate the Holiday season in Iraq, coming
together as a family with brothers and sisters in uniform. At the same time, our loved
ones know that even if physical presence is not possible, we are with them in spirit.
Although half way around the world, members of the Ironhorse team are a close-knit
bunch. And regardless of individual faith traditions, we can readily identify with one
another because of all the things we share.

This holiday season we are not home with our families because we volun-
teered to serve our nation, we take pride in our service, and our country has asked
us to be here in Iraq. The Iragis need us. Host nation security forces, government
officials, and the Iragi people themselves have made incredible progress. But as
events bear witness every week, the Iragis are not yet ready to stand alone.

| know how hard it is for many Troopers to be away from loved ones right now.
For some, this deployment represents their first Christmas away from home. For
others, it is the third or fourth time they have sacrificed family for this mission. Our
families miss us like we miss them — and they pay a heavy price so that Ironhorse
Troopers can remain on point when our Nation needs us here. We do not question
those orders. We do our duty — to the very best of our ability — while looking forward
to reunion with the people we care for most in this world. CSM Norman and | could
not be more sincere when we tell you how humbled we are to serve with fellow Iron-
horse Troopers.

| encourage everyone to communicate regularly with family over the holidays.
Take time to make contact with spouses and children, with parents and in-laws, with
close friends and even family pets. Remove the anxiety for those back home by let-
ting them know how we are doing in Irag. While deployed in a war zone, there is no
better gift for the people who love us than to reassure them that we are healthy,
happy, focused on the tasks remaining to complete this deployment with honor, and
committed to returning every Soldier back home. Our loved ones will also find com-
fort knowing that each of us has a support network in Iraq — a battle buddy or squad
mate or caring NCO — who provides us a sense of family and safety in MND-
Baghdad. So tell them about it. Positive communication is a morale booster for eve-
ryone.

Continued on Page 5
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IRONHORSE SIX Col.Tobin Green 1BCT COMMANDER

All of our Soldiers, and our families, are increasingly aware of our pending re-
turn to Fort Hood. There is good reason to be excited. We have accomplished in-
credible things here, and will depart having made our “slice” of Iraq a better place
now than when we found it — which is what great organizations do. But to redeploy
with the fullest sense of achievement, we must finish strong. And the period just
prior to redeployment represents the window of greatest risk for accidents and inju-
ries to our Troopers. Statistical data bears out time and time again that good units
can lose their focus during their final days in theater, take shortcuts, fail to enforce
standards, and suffer tragedy as a result. But we are not a statistic. We are a disci-
plined outfit, overflowing with dedicated and caring leaders. Our remaining time in
Iraq has no predetermined outcome. Continued success will require vigilance and
contributions from every Soldier and unit.

Have a great Holidays — and thank you for your extraordinary accomplish-
ments on behalf of the American and Iragi people. Remember - IRONHORSE
NEVER QUITS! We never quit on our mission. We never quit on our team-mates.
We never fail our Soldiers. We never leave a comrade. And we never stop support-
ing our families at home. We are responsible to each other and to our unit. We stay
in the moment, ready and able, pressing the fight, and giving our enemies no quar-
ter.

May God continue his generous blessings on our Troopers and families in the com-
ing year.

IRONHORSE!
TEAM FIRST!

TOBIN L. GREEN
COL, Cavalry
Commander, Task Force Ironhorse
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By Pfc. Bailey Jester

JSS UR, Irag — The students of the War-
rior Academy, located at Joint Security
Station Ur, conducted a foot patrol af-
ter receiving classes taught by the Sol-
diers from Company A, 2nd “Lancer”
Battalion, 5th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Bri-
gade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Divi-

sion.

“This class is really good for our Sol-
diers,’ said Capt. Moammer, the execu-
tive officer for the 2nd Battalion 44th
Brigade Iragi Army Division.“They are
training and gaining experience from
the U.S. Soldiers.The U.S. Soldiers know
what they are doing, they have done
this before, and my Soldiers respect

that.”

“The Warrior Academy is designed to
help the Soldiers from the 2-44th 1A
Division with basic soldiering skills, that
way they can teach them to their Sol-

diers,’ said San Antonio native

Staff Sgt. Marzo Rosas, the company in-
telligence support teams noncommis-
sioned officer in charge assigned to the
“Lancer” Battalion. He hopes that train-
ing events like these will make the ISF
more efficient and less dependent on

the Americans.

The Warrior Academy is a three day
course which teaches basic rifle marks-

“Lancers’” WWarrior Ac

manship,

weapon handling and safety, basic tacti-
cal movements, first aid, and combat pa-
trolling. Combat patrols are built into
the curriculum to give the Soldiers a
change to use the skills they have

learned.

“| feel the patrol is one of the most im-
portant parts of the training,” said
Moammer.“We use the patrol move-
ments, searching techniques and every-
thing else we have learned up to this
point. We can see what we need to
work on, and improve ourselves.”

On the evening of Oct. 20, one of the
Warrior Academy classes went on a pa-
trol mission to practice what they had
been taught in class. They formed up
and headed out the gates of JSS Ur.The
Iragi Soldiers led the formation, with

the “Lancer” Soldiers close behind.
“We wanted them to feel in control of
the patrol, this was their patrol,” said
Saipan native Staff Sgt. Benito Santos,
NCOIC of the Warrior Academy as-
sighed to Co. A,“Lancer” Battalion.

As the IA led the way through the
gates, they came across multiple obsta-
cles: large mud puddles, rocks, traffic
and children.

“They respected the civilians,” said San-
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ademy leads the way

tos.“This will help them build better re-
lations with them, and earn trust,from

most of them.”

Throughout the patrol the A stopped
several vehicles and searched them.The
patrol is organized so that individuals
and teams have separate tasks like

searching vehicles and passengers.

During their searches they open all
doors and scan the interior for anything
suspicious like seat covers undone,
weapons hiding under the seats, or any-

thing else out of the ordinary.

After searching the interior the 1A
move to trunk, where they thoroughly
searched boxes or other containers
found in there.

While searching civilians, they check
pockets and look for anything that
might cause harm to themselves or an-
other civilian.

When the patrol came to a temporary
halt, Soldiers used the opportunity to
kneel and scan the area.

When they had returned the instruc-
tors sat the IA Soldiers in the class-
room and started discussing what hap-
pened during the patrol, in the Army

known as an after action review.

“Your first patrol went very well,” San-
tos congratulated the IA troopers after

the patrol.

They split the class into two groups and
each team was required to determine
three negative and positive actions per-

formed during the patrol.

“Discussing what you did during your
patrol helps you for the next time you
are out there,’ Santos told the students.

“It will better stick in your mind.”

“We want the |A to become more sta-
ble,” explains Rosas, “We don’t want to
tell them how to fight, we just want to

provide them with more options.”
There are different parts of patrolling
that are already ingrained into the Iraqi
Soldiers minds such as the hand signals

they use for giving directions.
“Patrolling side-by-side with the IA
helps show them the way we do things,’
said Moore, Okla., native Cpl. Christo-
pher Cannon, basic rifle marksmanship
instructor assigned to Co. A,“Lancer”
Battalion.“We aren’t forcing the way we
do things on them, but it helps show
them that there are other options to
consider.”

“This course is helping the |IA Soldiers
advance in being Soldiers,” said Moam-
mer, “and this is helping to build a good
relationship between the U.S. Soldiers

and the |A Soldiers.”
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. rate HAaililoween. ...

By 1st Lt. Michael Neel

CAMP TAJI, Irag — As the sun rose
on Camp Taji, Irag on the 31% of Oc-
tober, the Soldiers of Annihilator
Company, 2-8 CAV, got a special Hal-
loween treat this year from their new
commander, CPT Matthew Burch.
When CPT Burch took command a
little more than a week before the end
of October, there were plans for com-
bat operations in the Taji area. But the
Soldiers of Alpha Company took to
the streets of Camp Taji looking for
targets unknown to them since they
first arrived in theater in February.
Instead of terrorists they were in
search of elusive First Sergeants and
other items during a Halloween Scav-
enger Hunt.

The plan was simple enough,
the Soldiers had just moved from their
small Joint Security Station at Aqur
Quf to the huge site of Camp Taji.
And while many of the soldiers from 2

-8 CAV had been here on previous
deployments, it was the new Sol-
diers that had no idea of where any-
thing was on a camp site this large.
So the command team of CPT
Burch and 1SG Rusty. Owens devel-
oped thgpjan\fer a scavenger hunt
on Halloween that would hot‘only
let thesoldlers know dlfferen‘f'parts
of the camp, but also conduct PT,

and bufhs:pnt de corp. | u\)}t

and compete for prizes which the
command team is putting up. Other
future events include a Thanksgiv-
ing football tournament and a talent
show.

The hunt was an overall
success in the eyes of the soldiers.
Initially hesitant to buy in to the
idea of a scavenger hunt, but as soon

as the starting pistol sounded it didn’t
take long for the Soldiers and their
leadership to realize the possibilities
and fun of the days events. Items
ranged from the common black cat, to
the sighting of an elusive First Ser-
geant from another company, to the
ridiculous of trying to fit seven Sol-
diers into a portable latrine. The rules
stated that all of the items found had to
be documented through one digital
camera, and in that same shot had to be
that units Platoon Leader. While each
of the Platoons did their best and were
very creative with some of their items,
it was the men of 3" Platoon under
1LT Russel Raikes and SFC Michael
Foote squeaked out a victory for the
day. Overall the event was a rousing
success and all of the men are looking
forward to future combat operations as
well as the many alternative exercises
their new commander has for them.
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mES NORMAN - 1BCT COMMAND Sgt. Maj.

The Free Shot!

Q & A with CSM Norman, Ironhorse BCT Command Sergeant Major

Q: Do you have dates for block leave yet?

A: Nope. All we have are tentative dates, and | would rather wait until we
have a firm date. A lot goes into consideration for this and it is not as
easy as you may think. Flight dates are just one consideration.

Q: When is the Brigade Ball, will there be one, and is it mandatory?
A: Since I am an “Old Trooper”, I thought we would bring back an old
tradition in the Army and do a Dining In instead.

Q: BDUs, ACUs, or Multicam- which is better?

A: T am still partial to OG’s. No hiding the “Fat” in that uniform. And
they hold starch a heck of a lot better and go well with “spit shined”
Jump Boots.

Q: Would you come back to Irag in 10 years on vacation?
A: | don't know. Do they have a golf course or a micro brewery some-
where?

Q: Since the Army is family oriented, why is there less time spent with
your family before deployment? What does our redeployment
schedule look like and will we be able to have more time for our
family when we aren’t training?

A: The Army is a great family oriented institution. But you have to re-
member that just prior to a deployment is when the last bit of training
and validations for that deployment take place. That is when you do the
last little bit of things to ensure as much as possible that you are ready as
a team and that you possess the skill to enable you to return to your
family.

Q: What is your favorite unofficial 1st BCT Motto?
A: That’seasy.........c...c.c..e “Ironhorse Never Quits!”

Q: What is the real reason we have to wear reflective belts?

A: Like everything else in the Army, there are things put in place because
someone else was too stupid to follow common sense rules. We have to
wear these dumb reflective belts because retarded people walk down the
middle of the street and get ran over or hit by vehicles.

Q: What do you plan on doing when you retire?
A: Relaxing and finally enjoying the company of my family.

FAN OUR PAGE ON

facebook

search for lronhorse BCT

Q: Are we authorized to have a reorganization day before redeploy-
ment?

A: What is a “Reorganization Day”? If you mean Organization day, then
you are a little late, since the Regiments in this Brigade were all consti-
tuted in July to September. Learn your unit history!

Q: After retirement, if there was a viable, safe golf course in Iraq
would you entertain the thought of coming back here to work as a
civilian contractor?

A:1don’t care if Tiger Woods himself invited me over.......

Q: Do you really believe we’ll receive 18 months dwell
time after redeployment?
A: Sure do.

Q: When will Special Recruiter Assistant Program
(SRAP) be reopened for SM to apply?

A: To be honest, | have no idea. If you stop and think about
it though, and look around at what all is going on, do we
really need this program anymore?

&

Q: What is your favorite sport? Sports team?
A: That would be “America’s Pastime”. BASEBALL. Is there another
team other than the Yankees?

Q: If you could be any animal, which would you be?
A: A cheetah.

Q: What is your favorite car?
A: The 627 horsepower Mercedes Benz SLR McLaren. But since I don’t
have $600,000 to spend on a car.....I have to settle for the C350.

Q: What is your favorite ice cream?
A: Pralines and Cream.

Q: Who shot J.R.?
A: Sue Ellen’s sister....what was her name? Kristen!

Q: Why do all of the polices and standards only seem to apply to E-6
and below? Are only E-6 and below able to be injured or assaulted?
A: No, they apply to all.

Q: Why are there more NTVs driving around than military vehicles?
A: | have no idea. | walk everywhere.

Q: Why do we have to wear eyepro to the shower trailer?
A: Ask your squad leader.

Q: Why are there so many dogs and cats roaming around?
A: T don’t know, let me see...the birds and the bees have something to do
with it.

Q: Why are there four Brigade TOC buildings? They all have the
same sign and it’s confusing.

A: It is funny that you should mention that. | am looking for someone to
paint the signs on the front of each one.

What are YOUR questions for CSM Norman?
Send them to shejal.pulivarti@us.army.mil and next month CSM
Norman will answer some more of your questions.

CSM Norman’s answers are not official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. Govern-
ment, the Department of the Army or the 1st Cavalry Division.
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Cavalry, |A-troopers earn Silver Spurs

By Pfc. Adam Halleck As a cavalryman, being inducted into the
Order of the Spur provides legitimacy in troop-

ers’ abilities and experience.

CAMP TAJI, Irag-In order for a trooper to be
inducted in the Order of the Spur, and earn the privi-

. . “A long time ago,.not.having spurs meant
lege of wearing silver spurs, he must survive a de- & 8 & sp

you were an amateur, unskilled and unproven,”

manding test of tactical and technical knowledge. said Lt. Col. Eric.Schwegler, commander of the
Known as a “Spur Ride”, the twenty four hour I'st Battalion, 82nd Field Artillery Regiment. “It
plus event is considered one of the most physically was only through trainin@j preparation, and test-
and mentally grueling Army traditions that dates back  ing did the candidate emerge as a peer among
to the beginning of the United States Cavalry. real troopers.”
On Oct. 7, ninety seven troopers of the 1st Bri- “Last night was a sort of validation,” Schwe-

gade Combat Team,1st Cavalry Division, along with gler added, during the-Order of the Spur induc-
six Iragi Army Soldiers from the 37th Brigade, 9th IA tion ceremony. “You qualified yourselves to

Division, challenged themselves for their chance to stand among a lot of great cavalry troopers that
earn the coveted silver spurs. have earned the right to wear these silver
In the former days of the cavalry the uninitiated spurs.”
Soldiers were called “shave tails”, a reference to the Maintaining the tradition of the Order of
shaved tails of their horses which symbolized that the  the Spur is one way that Soldiers here connect
troopers inexperience and unproven skills. to the history of the United States Army. Shar-
During the event, candidates are pushed to their ~ing their traditions with their Iragi counterparts
physical limits during a ten mile road march. The ex- leaves a lasting impact and strengthens camara-
perience is conducted by the troopers’ peers, superi-  derie between both security forces.
ors and subordinates, all of whom earned their silver “It was a great experience to do this with
spurs during a previous spur ride. our American friends,” said Pfc. Ayad Madhloom
“Come on ops! You know you want this,” Husain, an |IA Soldier who earned his spurs dur-
shouted spur holder 1st Sgt. William Aimes to the ing the event. “I hope that we in the Iraqi army
battalion operations sergeant major, Sgt. 1st Class can one day have our own traditions as well.

Ward Wright, who was participating in hopes of re-
ceiving his induction.

“You can’t task me out here, but | can make you
low crawl,” joked Aimes.

The spur holders pull no punches when testing
the candidates. The basis behind a “Spur Ride” is to
test the versatility of a cavalryman to work as a mem-
ber of a team under extreme levels of stress and fa-
tigue.

“They [the spur holders] make it very tough to
earn your spurs,” said Spc. Phillip Hobbs. “Not only
do you have to road march ten miles, you have to
survive the physical and mental stresses the spur
holders put on you,” added the Louisville, Ky. native. ['c\\ioTaj irag-Los Angeles, Calf. Native Sgt. Jose Martinez (left) and
“It’s a great feeling when you’re done though, because | sgt. John Noval, both assigned to 1st Battlaion. 82nd Field Artillery Regi-

you and your team have proven yourselves as Caval ry_ ment, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division, sing the Army
Song during a “Spur Ride” on Camp Taji Nov. 7.

”»

men.
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enhance education opportunities in Adhamiyah

Story By 2nd Lt. Robert Kelly

BAGHDAD, IRAQ— Soldiers of Com-
pany D, 2nd Battalion, 5th Cavalry Regiment,
1st Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion and the 1479th Civil Affairs Army Re-
serve Company from Queens, N. Y., are
working around the clock to provide civil
capacity support to the Adhamiyah area of

Baghdad.

“The Civil Affairs team is currently the
main effort of how we support the Iraqis”
said Colorado Springs, Colo. native, Capt.
Daniel Lichlyter, commander of the Company

D, 2nd Bn., 5th Cav. Regt.

This support comes in many forms,
from projects to rebuilding local schools, to
providing monetary grants to local businesses

in the area to promote economic growth.

The civil affairs team is at the center of
improving the quality of life in Adhamiyah.
The team consists of Chief Warrant Officer
Joseph Berdis, Staff Sgt. Abel Torres and Staff
Sgt. Frank Halstead, all natives of Queens, N.
Y.

Since hitting ground in Adhamiyah in
August 2009, and incorporating with the 42nd
Super Military Transition Team, this civil af-
fairs team has completed over 20 projects
and processed 42 micro grants in the Ad-
hamiyah, Su leik, and Sha’ab areas.

14

Every week, the civil affairs team at-
tends the Adhamiyah District Council meet-
ings, alongside security forces representatives
and local sheiks, developing ideas and courses
of action to improve civil capacity in the area.
The Adhamiyah Project Working Group
sends a list of possible candidates for civil

affairs projects.

The civil affairs team conducts site as-
sessments and develops scopes of work, then
bids out the projects to local contractors.
They will then run the packet through their
chain of command for approval and receive
funding. The civil affairs team frequently visits
the respective project sites to conduct quality
assessments or quality control of the work.
When the work is complete, they coordinate
and conduct opening ceremonies and pay the
contractor.

Many of the larger projects are schools
being remodeled to accommodate a more
modern classroom or building new schools to
increase the opportunities for the younger
population to actually take advantage of the

educational benefits.

“Doing these projects and working with
the local leaders in the area really allows us
to help make a difference in the Adhamiyah

area” said Berdis, the sMiTT team leader.

Micro grants, small money grants given
to local businesses in the area that are strug-
gling to stay afloat, are also a big part of the
civil affairs work in Adhamiyah. There are
several ways to find candidates for micro
grants, anything from getting suggestions from
local sheiks, Sons of Iraq leaders or just walk-
ing down a crowded market area and talking

with the local population.

After going through an interview and
selection process, the money is given to the
business owner to make improvements on
their business or hire new employees. Em-
ploying more locals provides alternate means
of making an income, rather than resorting to
terrorist activities for money. It also shows

that the U.S. Forces are here to help.

These micro grants and projects allow
the Soldiers of Co. D to interact with the

local population in a positive manner.

“I think without the dedication and
persistence of our civil affairs team here in
Adhamiyah, civil capacity would almost be
non-existent, and the local population knows
that, and even the 42nd Iragi Army Brigade is
catching on to how important civil capacity is
in their area of operation,” summed up Eagle
River, Al. native, Maj. Sidney Topf, chief of

the 42nd MIiTT team.
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“Black Knights,”’ |A patrol to discourage criminals

JSS TARMIYAH, Irag— Chin-
A R coteague Island, Va. native,
JSS TARMIYAH, Irag— Holly Hill, Pfc. David Hill, a driver for
S.C. native, Staff Sgt. Gerald Company A, 1st Battalion,
Bush, a squad leader for Com- 5th Cavalry Regiment, at-
pany A, 1st Battalion, 5th Cavalry tached to 1st Brigade Com-
Regiment, attached to 1st Bri- bat Team, 1st Cavalry Divi-
gade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry sion, walks through Tarmi-
Division, searches through dried yah during a cordon and
reeds for weapons and ammuni- knock in Tarmiyah Nov. 11.
tion during a cordon and knock (Photo by Sgt. Shejal Puli-
in Tarmiyah Nov. 11. (Photo by varti)
Sgt. Shejal Pulivarti)

JSS TARMIYAH, Irag— Holly Hill, S.C. native, Staff Sgt. Gerald Bush, a
squad leader for Company A, 1st Battalion, 5th Cavalry Regiment, at-
tached to 1st Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division, clears an
AK-47 that was found at a house in Tarmiyah during a combined cor-
don and knock conducted with Iragi Army counterparts Nov. 11. The
search was conducted to eliminate the possibility of insurgents resid-
ing in the neighborhood and rid the area of any illegal weapons.
(Photo by Sgt. Shejal Pulivarti)
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“Centurions” conduct small arms training with IA

mr 7"‘?""3 MU T g

JSS WAREAGLE, Irag- Soldiers from the 1st Brigade Special
Troops Battalion, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry
Division, instruct and train Iragi soldiers from the Field Engi-
neering Regiment, 11th Iraqi Army Div. as they fire the M16
rifle on Joint Security Station WarEagle Nov. 21. (Photo by
Spc. Bryce Ponce)

JSS WAREAGLE, Irag— Soldiers from Headquarters
and Headquarters Company, 1st Brigade Special
Troops Battalion, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cav-
alry Division, provide instructions to their partners
from the Field Engineering Regiment, 11th Iragi Army
Div. during small arms training on Joint Security Sta-
tion WarEagle Nov. 21. This is the third training event
between the 11th IA soldiers of the FER and the Sol-
diers from HHC, 1st BSTB, 1st BCT, 1st Cav. Div.
(Photo by Spc. Bryce Ponce)

JSS WAREAGLE, Iraq— Fort Lauderdale, Fla. native Sgt.
Loretta Saint-Remy, a trainer assigned to Headquarters
and Headquarters Company, 1st Brigade Special Troops
Battalion, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division,
inspects the gear and armor of an 11th Iragi Army soldier
before he fires on the range during a session of small arms
training conducted with their partners from the Field Engi-
neering Regiment, 11th Iragi Army Div. on Joint Security
Station WarEagle Nov. 21. (Photo by Spc. Bryce Ponce)
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| ISS ISTIQLAAL, Irag— Compton, Calif. Native Comman(ﬂ
Sgt. Major James Norman, command sergeant major for ;
the 1st Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division, carves = -
the turkey for Thanksgiving Dinner at Joint Security Station
Istiglaal Nov. 26. (Photo by Sgt. Shejal Pulivarti)

-

»

JSS ISTIQLAAL, Irag— Leaders from the 1st Squadron, 7th Cavalry Regiment,
Thanksgiving Dinner at Joint Security Station Istiglaal Nov. 26. (Photo by Sgt.

y &

| —_ 4 ™y L4 A P
JSS TARMIYAH, Irag— Soldiers from Company B, 2nd Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Brigade Com-

bat Team, 1st Cavalry Division, play a friendly game of touch football during their Thanksgiving celebra-

tions on Joint Security Station Tarmiyah Nov. 26. (Photo by Sgt. Shejal Pulivarti)
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-ates Than ksgiving

Cold Springs, Texas native, Spc. Dewayne Holmon, cook |
assigned to Troop D, 1st Squadron, 7th Cavalry Regiment,
1st Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division, in a festive
mood, wears Thanksgiving decorations while serving the

- | traditional meal he helped prepare for Thanksgiving Dinner

at Joint Security Station Istiglaal Nov. 26. (Photo by Sgt..

Shejal Pulivarti)

1st Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division, serve Soldiers a special .
Shejal Pulivarti) ' \

.

JSS MUSHADA, Irag— Soldiers from Company A, 2nd Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat
Team, 1st Cavalry Division, compete with each other in a pie eating contest during their Thanksgiving

celebration at Joint Security Station Mushada Nov. 26. (Photo by Pfc. Bailey Jester)
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