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Commander’s 
Message
  It is my guidance that we will continue to assess 
our mission and strive to prevent civilian casuali-
ties when we conduct our operations.
  We are not only assigned to protect our country, 
but also the Afghan people.  
  It is also our duty to protect each other.  I charge 
you to look out for one another and keep each other 
safe as we continue to fight for our country.

     Maj. Gen. M. Raheem Wardak
     201st Corps commanding general

A regional security meeting was conducted at the 201st Corps headquarters of the Afghan National Army here 
Jan. 24.  The meeting was held to discuss security issues and stability throughout the operational area, and was 
attended by several key members of the ANA and coalition forces.  (From right to left above) Maj. Gen. Abdul 
Haleem, commanding general of the 202nd Division of the Afghan National Police, Brig. Gen. Clarence Chinn, 
deputy commanding general of Combined Joint Task Force-82, Brig. Gen. M. Akber Youldash, deputy command-
ing general of the 201st Corps, and Maj. Gen. Ghulam Heider, executive officer, 201st Corps.

Maj. Gen. Ghulam Heider, 201st Corps executive officer (center) 
prays with other members of the ANA at a funeral ceremony for 
four ANA Soldiers who were recently killed by a remote controlled 
IED in the Jughatoo Village of Midon Wardack Province.
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201st Corps hosts 
EOD seminar; 
exchange ideas 
Story by Col. Najeb-Ullah
201st Corps Engineering Officer
  The country of Afghanistan is littered with millions 
of unexploded mines as well as unexploded ordinance 
such as grenades and mortars that continue to pose a 
deadly threat to anyone coming in contact with them.
  Each year dozens of Afghans are injured or killed 
when they unknowingly come into contact with an 
unexploded mine or other explosive device.  
  Recently a young Afghan girl was killed when she 
picked up an unexploded device and began playing 
with it.
  With that danger in mind, members of the 201st 
Corps of the Afghan National Army, recently conduct-
ed an Explosive Ordinance Device (EOD) seminar at 
the 201st Corps headquarters at Camp Pol-e-Charki. 
  The goal of the seminar was to increase coordination 
of ANA and coalition forces to combat and neutralize 
the threat of EOD.  
  Participants of the seminar included members from 
the 205th, 207th and 209th Corps of the ANA, as well 
as representatives from theAfghan National Police 
and members of the International Security Assistance 
Force. 
  During the seminar, participants exchanged their 
ideas and discussed the implementation of future 
equipment, tactics and training that will assist in the 
discovery and disposal of EOD and mines.
  At the end of the seminar it was decided future 
engineering meetings would be conducted every six 
months to discuss upcoming changes in this field and 
the implementation of new equipment.
          

Col. Najeb-Ullah, engineering officer for the 201st Corps, discuss-
es the dangers of Explosive Ordinance Devices during a recent 
seminar at Camp Pol-e-Charki held to discuss tactics and equip-
ment used to combat the dangerous EOD threat on ANA forces.
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201st Corps talks with 
local elders following 
shooting incident
 Several members of the 201st Corps of the Afghan National 
Army held a meeting with local elders in the Cochey Village 
Jan. 24, to investigate and discuss a recent shooting incident that 
caused concern by both the ANA and coalition forces in the area.
  The incident involved several gunshots that were heard in the 
middle of the night near Camp Pol-e-Charki, where the 201st 
headquarters is located.   
  The village elder acknowledged the incident and apologized for 
causing alarm.  He promised that there will be no more unneces-
sary gunfire in his village.
  The meeting concluded when Brig. Gen. Muhiber Rahman,  
religious officer, 201st Corps, addressed the villagers and 
discussed peace, security and respect.  He also requested their 
continued support and cooperation with the ANA. 

  Village elder Senat Haji Janit Gul (center) meets with 
members of the 201st Corps of the ANA to discuss a 
recent incident involving gunfire from the village of Co-
chey.  The village is located near Camp Pol-e-Charki.

1st Brigade conducts 
driver’s training

  Approximately 50 members from the 1st Brigade, 201st 
Corps of the ANA recently began High-Mobility Multi-
Wheeled Vehicle (HMMWV) training at Camp Pol-e-
Charki. 
  The training consists of three-weeks of specialized 
training in various aspects of driving, such as driving in 
inclimate weather conditions and various terrain.  It also 
includes classes on maintenance.
  When the students graduate it will not only help the 
brigade to accomplish it’s missions, but it will ensure better 
trained and safer drivers as well.

2nd Brigade gets heavy 
weapons training
  Soldiers from the 2nd Brigade, 201st Corps of 
the ANA, and soldiers from the mine clearing 
company of the 201st Corps recently began train-
ing on the M2 50 Caliber Heavy Machine Gun at 
Camp Pol-e-Charki.
  The specialized training is being conducted by 
civilian instructors from Military Professional 
Resources Incorporated (MPRI).
  The current class covers two-weeks of instruc-
tion on the weapon and is designed to increase 
the students knowledge of the weapon system as 
well as their ability to employ it when needed or 
required.
  The skills aquired at the class will help the ANA 
Soldiers better protect themselves and their coun-
try against future enemy threats.

  Afghan National Army Soldiers from the 201st Corps listen to an 
instructor during a training class on the M2 50 Cal. Machine Gun.
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Test Time
Sgt. Maj. Zai-u-Haq Amanzai, command sergeant 
major for the 201st Corps (right) looks over the 
shoulder of an ANA sergeant major who is taking 
an exam.  Those who score the highest will be 
sent to the U.S. for additional specialized training.

Smoking causes health 
risks; sickness, disease 
and can lead to death
Prepared by Dr. Dad Mohmmad Akhan Zadi and 
Dr. Baredad Keshawanee
  Smoking cigarettes has become more and more accepted and 
common in countries across the world, and Afghanistan is no dif-
ferent.
  Although common, smoking is one of the biggest contributors 
to disease and death in the world today.  Diseases associated with 
smoking include emphasema, heart-disease, lung cancer, and 
many others.
  According to researchers tobacco smoke contains more than 
4,000 different chemicals, most of which are harmful such as 
carbon monoxide.
  Tobacco also contains nicotine, which is known to be a very 
addictive drug making it difficult for people to quit smoking once 
they’ve started.
  Tobacco companies encourage people to begin smoking and 
make it seem glamorous or stylish.   The reality is very different.    
  Each year thousands of people die around the world from smok-
ing related illnesses, and thousands of others are hospitalized.
  Doctors can provide assistance to anyone wishing to stop smok-
ing.  There are treatment plans and medication to help people quit.
  
    

Praying for rain, brotherhood and unity

 Approximately 500 Soldiers from the 201st Corps of the Afghan National Army gathered at the helicopter 
landing zone on Camp Pol-e-Charki Jan. 26 to pray together for rain, brotherhood and the unity of the Afghan 
people.  They also prayed for the defense of their homeland, their culture, religion and for peace for the future 
of their country.  The ceremony lasted for approximately 20 minutes and was directed by the religious leader or 
“Mullah”  from the 201st Corps.

Prepared by the 201st Corps Public Affairs Office
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