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More than 100 Comman-
dos with 3rd Company, 12th 
Iraqi Army Division, proved 
their abilities after success-
fully completing a live-fire 
exercise, which was the final 
verification in a Commando 
course given by their ‘Black-
hawk’ partners in Troop A, 
6th Squadron, 1st Cavalry 
Regiment, 1st Brigade Com-
bat Team, 1st Armored Divi-
sion out of Fort Bliss, Texas, 
at the K-1 IA base, Kirkuk 
province, June 5.  

The course was designed 
by ‘Blackhawk’ leadership 
after the Commando’s ex-
pressed their desire to learn 
to fire more accurately on 
multiple targets and develop 
some advanced U.S. infantry 
skills.

Throughout the 30-day 
course the Commandos 
learned leadership, basic 
rifle marksmanship, com-
bat lifesaving, house clear-
ing procedures, and moving 
as a squad and  as a team, 
according to Maj. Brian 
Schoellhorn, 15th Brigade 
IA, security transition team, 
operations officer-in-charge, 
and  a native of Columbia, 
Ill.  

By Pfc. Jessica Luhrs,
1BCT, 1st AD PAO

Photo by Pfc. Jessica Luhrs, 1st BCT, 1st AD PAO
An IA Commando officer, from 12th IA Div., cheers on his soldier as 
he overcomes an obstacle, which was the final verification in a Com-
mando course given by their ‘Blackhawk’ partners in  Trp. A, 6/1 Cav. 
Regt., 1st BCT, in Kirkuk province, June 5.

‘Blackhawks’ help 100 Iraqi Commandos 
complete live-fire exercise, verification

Major Schoellhorn as-
sisted Troop A with training 
the IA leadership.  All of the 
training built up to what they 
are doing today, he said to a 
crowd of IA and ‘Blackhawk’ 
officers who came to observe 
the verification.

The verification exercise 
began with the IA Com-
mando platoon leader giving 
the operation brief on a sand 
table replica of the course.

The sand table is used 
to ensure each Commando 
knows exactly what he needs 
to do while on the course 
and what they can expect 
while engaging a target, said 
Lt. Ahmed Azher Gedoge,  a 
team leader from 3rd pla-
toon, with the Commando 
company.

After the operation brief 
the IA Commandos engaged 
the targets, assessed causali-
ties, moved in teams to over-
come obstacles and cleared a 
house.

After the operation was 
completed successfully, Maj. 
Schoellhorn spoke to the 
Commandos and the leader-
ship in the audience about 
how impressed the ‘Black-
hawks’ are with the Com-
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     Throughout the United 
States Armed Forces there 
are numerous examples of 
servicemembers who are 
living proof of the strong 
impact a military father can 
have on his child’s willing-
ness to serve.
     This Father’s Day, the 
Soldiers of 3rd Stryker 
Brigade Combat Team, 2nd 
Infantry Division, reflect 
upon the influences of their 
fathers, grandfathers, and 
their shared commitment 
to protect the citizens of the 
United States.
     Of those who choose to 
serve their country, many 
attribute the road they have 
taken in life to the inspi-
ration and guidance they 
received from their fathers. 
     “Both my grandfathers 
served in World War II, and 
my father served during 
Vietnam,” said Sgt. Chris-
topher Bowles, from Salem, 
Ore., a squad leader for 
Company A, 5th Battalion, 
20th Infantry Regiment, 3rd 
SBCT, 2nd ID. “I joined the 
Army because it was always 
what I had wanted to do, 
and it was always in our 
Family.”
     Even for those who only 

have one generation to look 
back on, their fathers’ mili-
tary service was an impor-
tant factor in their decision 
to become a Soldier. 
     For one it was almost 
as though the genes were 
passed on directly to him.
     “My dad was in for a total 
of 22 years as an 11 Bravo 
[infantryman] like myself, 
and he served in the Korean 
War, earning three Bronze 
Stars while he was there,” 
said Staff Sgt. Rick Hurt 
from Cincinnati, Ohio, a 
team leader for Apache Co., 
1st Battalion, 23rd Infantry 
Regiment, 3rd SBCT, 2nd 
ID. “I tried to rebel at one 
point and say I wasn’t going 
to be exactly like him, but 
as I grew up it was almost 
like it was inevitable and 
I felt like this was where I 
belonged.”
     One of the many ben-
efits these men said they 
received was very valuable 
on an emotional level. They 
discovered a deeper connec-
tion and admiration of their 
dads commitments through 
the training, fighting, highs 
and lows.
     “After our last tour, I 
gained a better appreciation 
for what he and every other 
Vet had to go through,” said 
Staff Sgt. Hurt. “Once I saw 
what that was like, and had 
been through the lifestyle, 
it was unavoidable for us to 
become closer.”
     That type of connection 
gives these Soldiers a better 
understanding of what it 
means to celebrate Father’s 
Day.    
     Their experiences repre-
sent a bond that strengthens 
the desire to honor the men 
that inspired them to walk 
this path. 
     “This is an opportunity to 
honor your dad, or fathers 

anywhere who have stepped 
up and said, ‘this is what 
it means to be a dad, and I 
am going to do the best that 
I can’,” said Sgt. Bowles. 
“Looking back on my grand-
father and father, I wouldn’t 
trade that experience for 
the world. They’ve given 
me tremendous lessons 
and blessings and this is an 
opportunity for me to thank 
them for that and hope I can 
do the same.”
     The Soldiers from Co. 
A, are scheduled to return 
home this month, making 
the potential for Father’s 
Day activities a bright possi-
bility. Some look forward to 
the opportunity to celebrate 
with their fathers.
     “When I get home I am 
planning to get my car that 
my dad took care of while 
I was gone, and drive it 

Soldiers follow fathers’ footsteps
By Pvt. Zachary Zuber 
3rd SBCT, 2nd Inf. Div. PAO

back [to Joint Base Lewis-
McChord, Wash.] on a cross 
country trip with him,” 
said Staff Sgt. Hurt. “Even 
if we aren’t able to make it 
back in time for Father’s 
Day, that would be a great 
reunion.”
     For other Apache Co., 
Soldiers who have chil-
dren of their own to guide 
through life, the greatest 
Fathers’ Day gift will be to 
spend it with their Families.
     “This would be one of 
my kids’ first Father’s Day, 
and the second or third 
that I have actually spent at 
home,” said Staff Sgt. Justin 
Hill from Abilene, Texas, a 
platoon sergeant for Apache 
Co., 1/23 Inf. “Usually it 
would be my day to do 
whatever I want, but to get 
home to be with them would 
be really awesome.”

Courtesy Photo
Staff Sergeant Justin Hill, platoon sergeant with Co. A, 1/23rd Inf. 
Regt., 3rd SBCT, 2nd ID, plays with his two daughters during a family 
outing.

Courtesy Photo
Staff Sergeant Rick Hurt and his 
father Eugene, dine at the Space 
Needle in Seattle, prior to Staff 
Sgt. Hurt’s deployment to Iraq 
with  Co. A, 1/23rd Inf. Regt., 3rd 
SBCT, 2nd ID. 
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     The Army and Air 
Force Exchange Service 
motto is “We go where you 
go”.  The company is living 
up to that philosophy by 
taking their services on the 
road to smaller bases in 
northern Iraq that didn’t 
have access to AAFES facili-
ties. So AAFES leadership 
in northern Iraq teamed up 
with Task Force Marne’s 
G-1, Human Resources 
section, to give servicemem-
bers at remote locations the 
opportunities to pick up 
sweets and a few items to 
help them feel at home.  
     “We truly want to live 
by our motto,” said Mark 
Polczynski, of Russellville, 
Ark., and the AAFES gen-
eral manager for northern 
Iraq.  “That being said, we 
knew after establishing 
ourselves at the major [Con-
tingency Operating Bases], 
we needed to find a way of 
supporting the U.S. mili-
tary troops in the remote or 
small [Forward Operating 
Bases]”.
     So AAFES created mobile 

post exchanges that will go 
to the remote locations of 
northern Iraq so that all of 
the troops, regardless of 
where they were stationed, 
could have that luxury.
     Currently, there are five 
mobile AAFES PXs servic-
ing 8,000 troops in north-
ern Iraq at approximately 15 
different locations.  The mo-
bile PX visits the facilities 
approximately every two to 
three weeks and the facili-
ties stay at the locations for 
three to five days.
     “The mobile PX is a com-
bat multiplier for support-
ing servicemembers,” said 
Capt. Ray Krieger, plans 
officer for TF Marne G-1, a 
Detroit native.  “We bundle 
these mobile PXs with post 
offices and financial offices, 
so they can take care of 
financial issues and mail out 
packages.”
     Captain Krieger was one 
of the leaders who worked 
with AAFES to make the 
mobile PXs a reality.  He 
added that he has received 
nothing but positive feed-
back from Soldiers since the 
mobile PX began travelling 
in December.

     All of this is designed to 
help those fighting in north-
ern Iraq get a little relief 
from working in remote 
locations.
     “It definitely increases 
morale,” Capt. Krieger said. 
“They just don’t have the 
same luxuries we have here 
at Speicher.”
     Aside from the personal 
hygiene items that warfight-
ers need, the PX also sells 
magazines, DVDs, candy 
bars and other items to give 

AAFES stores set up in remote locations
By Spc. Michael Adams
TF Marne PAO

troops a little bit of home.
     “These items seem very 
insignificant until you have 
spent a few months out at 
some of these remote sites,” 
said Polczynski.  “When you 
don’t have these things for 
awhile, then they become 
special.”
     The mobile PXs have 
been so successful, AAFES 
is planning an additional 
two that will be in service 
for northern Iraq in the near 
future.  

Courtesy Photo
A TF Marne Soldier poses with items he bought at an AAFES mobile 
PX. 

mandos success.
“We came out here with the inten-

tions to train on rifle marksmanship 
and each of you are walking away with 
skills in training management, leader-
ship and basic soldier skills,” he said.

The Commando leadership agreed 
with him.

“Because of this training we all 
have more trust in each other. We now 
know the soldier to the left and to the 
right knows exactly what to do, and 
we will all protect each other,” said 
Lt. Ahmed after completing the verifi-
cation course.  “We are one now,” he 
finished.

Read more stories about Task Force 
Marne at http://www.stewart.army.
mil/tfm/homepage/default.asp.
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X Games
Where:  COB Speicher 

When: June 11, Time TBD
Where:  FOB Cobra, Warhorse

When: June 12, Time TBD
Where: FOB McHenry, Warrior 

When: June 13, Time TBD

Saloonatics
Where: COB Speicher

When: June 16, Time TBD

You are invited
Caribbean American
Heritage Ceremony

Where:  TF Marne Headquarters
When: June 18, 11:30 a.m.

DSTB Father’s Day
Prayer Luncheon

Where: Main Dining Facility
When: June 19, noon
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Task Force Marne Heroes of the North
Specialist Matthew Thiele, of Seattle, with Troop B, 3rd Battalion, 7th Cavalry, 2nd 
Heavy Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division.  He was a key contributor to the 
apprehension of suspected improvised explosive device cell members.  After the sus-
pects surrendered Spc. Thiele thoroughly searched them and then performed first 
aid on a suspect seriously injured by small arms fire.  After stabilizing the patient, he 
coordinated for a medical evacuation and continued to monitor the seriously injured 
suspect.  He led the patient transfer when the MEDEVAC helicopter arrived and then 
returned to further process evidence seized from the two uninjured cell members.  His 
detailed search efforts as part of the platoon’s cordon and search of the area uncovered 
additional hidden evidence that was critical to proving the cell members’ guilt.  Spe-
cialist Thiele’s performance during the action was critical to its success.  The care he 
rendered saved the injured cell member’s life and his detailed search efforts helped to 
neutralize the cell for an extended period.  His professionalism and outstanding perfor-
mance make him an excellent choice for today’s Task Force Marne Hero of the North.

Sergeant Joseph Czesnowski, of Pampa, Texas, is with 334th Signal Company, 
296th Brigade Support Battalion, 3rd Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry 
Division. He serves as a senior line of site operator-maintainer in the Brigade Network 
Operations Shop. Sergeant Czesnowski was selected for the Iraqi Partnership Program 
because of his communications knowledge and experience.  Sergeant Czesnowski 
worked on Forward Operating Base Lion and assisted the 5th Iraqi Army Division 
with communication classes and he instructed 18 Iraqi Army soldiers during the 
week-long course.  Sergeant Czesnowski provided the students with valuable hands-
on training and textbook knowledge.  This program marks the third partnership class 
Sgt. Czesnowski has participated in.  Sergeant Czesnowski had only high praises for 
his Iraqi counterparts, who strive to be as technically proficient as their United States 
Army instructor.  His outstanding performance make him an excellent choice for 
today’s Task Force Marne Hero of the North.

You’re invited to a summer bash that will be patriotic, energetic and entertaining. 
Task Force Marne will celebrate the Army’s 235th birthday, June 13 with a live, musical 

tribute that will give you a glimpse into American history. 

Stand proudly and honor Soldiers, both past and present, who are responsible for 
building the United States’ most powerful military force. 

The emotionally-provoking ceremony will begin at 5 p.m. in the COB Speicher Main 
Gym, and the event will conclude with a barbecue at the Speicher Stadium, beginning 
at 6 p.m. It’s not really summer until you enjoy a grilled burger with a refreshing drink. 
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Texas Church plans to build 
10-story cathedral
Dallas Morning News

     FRISCO, Texas - His is not a 
household name, yet he’s shared 
the stage with the likes of Margaret 
Thatcher, Mikhail Gorbachev and Bill 
Clinton. For the past decade, he’s been 
at the helm of an interdenominational 
church whose rapid growth has 
mirrored that of the suburb it calls 
home. 
     He’s now on a mission to build a 
sanctuary that’s expected to be one 
of the tallest buildings in Frisco once 
completed next year. 
     “In the old days, Europe especially, 
the whole purpose for a steeple was 
that it would be the pinnacle building 
in that community to point people 
toward Christ,” Craft said. 
     That’s his hope for what’s being 
called the Cathedral of Frisco, which 
will stretch about 10 stories high 
and connect with its existing church 
building on 27 acres in eastern Denton 
County. 
     The building’s Gothic architecture 
draws on the historic traditions of 
the church, but inside it will have all 
the modern-day accoutrements like 
stadium-style seating for 3,000 and 
state-of-the-art technology that come 
with megachurch status. 
     He calls the church’s design “a 
timeless paradigm. People won’t have 
to guess that this is a church.” 
     Heading up Elevate Life Church 
with his wife, Sheila, wasn’t always in 

the cards for Craft. He was a traveling 
man. 
     For years, he was among a group 
of Christian bodybuilders touring 
the world to preach the gospel while 
wowing crowds with feats of strength. 
They bent steel. They busted apart 
police handcuffs. And they crushed 
giant stacks of concrete. 
     “People are drawn to the 
spectacular,” Craft said of his reason 
for founding Strike Force. “It was a 
tool to reach people for Christ.” 
     He branched out into motivational 
speaking, meeting with corporations 
and appearing at events big and small 
alongside some of the world’s most 
renown leaders.  
     He’s also appeared regularly over 
the years with friend and televangelist 
Joel Osteen, pastor of Houston’s 
Lakewood Church, the largest in the 
nation. 
     Craft coined the term 
leadershipology - the study of 
leadership - and formed a nonprofit 
to help people develop the necessary 
traits. 
     His message spread. In 1999, a 
group from Frisco chartered a bus to 
go hear him speak. Afterward, they 
invited him and his wife to start a 
church in their town. 
     Celebration Covenant Church 
launched in January 2000 just as the 
city began its surge in population. 
As the church celebrated its 10th 
anniversary earlier this year, (Gov. 
Rick Perry spoke at its morning 
service), it also went through a rebirth. 

“Our church is very relevant, but the 
name wasn’t,” said Craft’s 22-year-old 
son, Josh, who was in charge of the 
rebranding. 
     The result was a new logo and a new 
name: Elevate Life Church. Its mantra: 
“When you elevate your thinking, you 
elevate your life.” 

Salt mix-up creates hot fries 
at Cobb restaurant
Atlanta Journal-Constitution

    COBB COUNTY, GA - A customer at 
an east Cobb County restaurant didn’t 
think his french fries tasted right June 
4.
     The man told Ted’s Montana Grill 
employees, and three others also 
tasted the fries.
     The problem? A metal cleaner had 
been used in place of salt. A call was 
placed to 911, and firefighters and 
police were sent to the restaurant.
     “It was called “fryer cleaner” and 
it looked just like Kosher salt,” said 
Officer Joseph Hernandez with Cobb 
County police. “A cup of this cleaner 
was left out, and it was mistaken for 
salt and ended up in a shaker.”
     Investigators do not think the 
mix-up was intentional and likely 
happened during clean-up June 3, 
Hernandez said.
     “It appears to be accidental,” he 
said.
     Three people were taken to 
WellStar Kennestone hospital for 
evaluation, Hernandez said. Their 
injuries are not believed to be serious.


