
MEDDAC holds change of command
BY LORRAINE SANDERS
Logistics Support Team
Supply Management Specialist

United States Army Medical Department 
Activity held its change of command ceremony, 
with Col. Judith Bock relinquishing command 
to Col. Michael Kiefer, at the parade field, 
June 4. Maj. Gen. Philip Volpe, commanding 
general, Western Regional Medical Command, 
handed over the guidon from Bock to Kiefer, 
officially handing over the command to the 
new commander. 

Col. Kiefer entered the U.S. Army in 1986 
and served five and a half years at Fort Ord in 
various positions including medical platoon 
leader for 5th Battalion, 21st Infantry, 7th In-
fantry Division (Light) where he was deployed 
to the Sinai Peninsula in Egypt as part of the 
Multinational Forces and Observers monitor-
ing the provision of the Camp David Accords. 
Col. Kiefer was an administrative branch 
chief in the Clinical Support Division, and 
company commander at Silas B. Hayes Army 
Community Hospital, Fort Ord, Calif. After 
attending the Army Medical Department’s Of-

ficer Advanced Course at Fort Sam Houston,
Texas, he attended graduate school.

Col. Kiefer completed the didactic phase 
of the U.S. Army-Baylor University Graduate
Program in Healthcare Administration in 1993, 
and performed his administrative residency at 
Tripler Army Medical Center in Honolulu, Ha-
waii. After completing residency, Kiefer spent 
the next yeas the Administrator, Department
of Surgery at Tripler. He was reassigned as the 
executive officer at the 43rd MASH in South
Korea. After Korea, Kiefer served two years as 
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We salute, honor

Memorial Service
A memorial service will be held for 

‘Electric’ Etric Smith, NTC media relations 
officer and KNTC radio station host of 
‘Wednesday Newsmakers’ at the Post Cha-
pel, 2:30 p.m., Friday/tomorrow. Smith, 
who is also a U.S. Army veteran, passed 
away at Silver Lakes/Helendale on June 5. 
Read page 3 for commanding general’s com-
ments and more on Etric Smith. 

Army Birthday Celebration
Today, Fort Irwin will celebrate the U.S. 

Army’s 235th birthday celebration with a 
post run and cake-cutting ceremony. The 
run will begin at the Multi-purpose Field at 
7 a.m. Cake-cutting ceremony will be held 
at Dining Facility No. 1 at 12 noon. Brig. 
Gen. Robert “Abe” Abrams, commanding 
general, National Training Center and Fort 
Irwin will speak at both events. Come cel-
ebrate as Fort Irwin’s youngest and oldest 
Soldier cut our Army’s birthday cake.

College Graduation Ceremony
Fort Irwin Army Education Center will 

hold its 14th Annual Consolidated College 
Graduation Ceremony at the Main Post Cha-
pel, 6-7 p.m., today. A reception will follow at 
Sandy Basin Community Center. The gradu-
ation will honor graduates from the on-post 
colleges: Barstow Community College, Park 
University, and Webster University. 

Civilian Job Openings
The Fort Irwin Civilian Personnel Advisory 

Center (CPAC) has been piloting a new soft-
ware program and because of this, some Fort 
Irwin job vacancy announcements are ONLY 
posted on www.usajobs.gov and not on the 
CPOL Web site. CPAC is using USAJOBS 
to announce the following types of positions: 
0203-Human Resources Assistance, 0346-Lo-
gistics Management, 0301-Miscellaneous Ad-
ministration and Program Series, 0560-Budget 
Analysis, 0671-Health System Specialists, 
0679 Medical Support Assistance, 2005 Sup-
ply Clerical and Technician Series, and 2210 
Information Technology Management. CPAC 
currently has several announcements on the 
USA Jobs Web site. These announcements 
can be located by searching by title and/or by 
searching Fort Irwin or San Bernardino County 
as the locations. For more information, contact 
Brian Bennett at brian.j.bennett1@us.army.mil.
Share the news on using USAJOBS.

Memorial Service
Memorial service was held for Pvt. 2nd 

Class Verjilla Beasley, 21, at the Post Cha-
pel, June 3. The Soldier, assigned to Supply 
and Transportation company, Regimental 
Support Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry 
Regiment, died from injuries she sustained 
when she was hit by a car last month. Beasley 
joined the U.S. Army in February 2009 and 
was stationed at Fort Irwin since July 2009. 
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See MEDDAC, page 3

SGT. GIANCARLO CASEM

The incoming U.S. Army Medical Department Activity, Fort Irwin, commander, Col. Michael Kiefer, left, receives the guidon 
from Maj. Gen. Philip Volpe, the Western Regional Medical Command commanding general, during a change of command
responsibility between Kiefer and the outgoing MEDDAC commander, Col. Judith Bock, right, on Fort Irwin, Calif., June 4. 
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NEWSPAPER AWARDS 
2nd Place, 2009 U.S. Army IMCOM-West

Newspaper Competition — Tabloid Category

Honorable Mention, 2008 Dept. of the Army
Maj. Gen. Keith L. Ware 

Newspaper Competition — Tabloid category

3rd Place, 2007 U.S. Army IMCOM-West
Newspaper Competition — Tabloid Category

HIGH DESERT WARRIOR 
High Desert Warrior, a civilian enterprise newspaper, 

is an authorized publication for members of the United 
States Army and Fort Irwin community. Contents of 
this newspaper are not necessarily offi  cial view of, or 
endorsed by, the U.S. Government, Department of 
Defense, Department of the Army or Fort Irwin and 
the National Training Center. High Desert Warrior is 
prepared weekly by the Public Aff airs Offi  ce, National 
Training Center and Fort Irwin, P.O. Box 105067, Fort 
Irwin, CA, 92310-5067. Telephone: 380-4511 or DSN 
470-4511. FAX: 380-3075. 

High Desert Warrior is distributed every Thursday 
50 weeks per year. It is produced at Aerotech News and 
Review, 456 East Avenue K-4, Suite 8, Lancaster, CA, 93535, 
(661) 945-5634. Printed circulation is 6,500. Aerotech 
News and Review is a private fi rm in no way connected 
with the Department of the Army and is responsible 
for the commercial advertising found in this publica-
tion. Everything advertised in this publication will 
be made available for purchase, use or patronage 
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national 
orientation, age, marital status, physical handicap or 
political affi  liation of the purchaser, user or patron. A 
confi rmed violation of this policy of equal opportunity 
by an advertiser will result in refusal to print advertising 
from that source. The appearance of advertisements in 
this publication does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Department of the Army of the products or 
services advertised.

Printed by Aerotech News and Review, Inc.  
(877) 247-9288, www.aerotechnews.com.

SEND US FEEDBACK
Send your questions, suggestions, or problems to:

1. Your chain of command
2. ICE (Interactive Customer Evaluation)
3. CG’s Hotline: 380-5463

SUBMISSIONS 
Story and photos may be sent to the High Desert 

Warrior at least two weeks prior to the desired publica-
tion date. Items submitted to the High Desert Warrior 
are always subject to editing. Submissions should 
include subject’s names, ranks and work affi  liation (unit 
or organization) of everyone in the photograph. Group 
photos of four or more people don’t require individual 
names. Submissions may be e-mailed to the editor at 
chicpaul.becerra@us.army.mil.
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ICE Program Gives Customers a Voice
ICE Year-To-Date Report

Jan. 10, 2010–May 31, 2010

Organization No. of Comments Rating Percent Satisfied
916th Support Brigade 9 ● 44
AAFES 166 ● 31
Commissary 50 ● 44
Fort Irwin Garrison 4160 ● 90
Veterinary Services 64 ● 81
DENTAC 379 ● 96
MEDDAC 495 ● 80

ICE Weekly Report
May 17, 2010–May 31, 2010

Organization No. of Comments Rating Percent Satisfied
916th Support Brigade 1 ● 0
AAFES 18 ● 44
Commissary 7 ● 29
Fort Irwin Garrison 393 ● 88
Veterinary Services 3 ● 33
DENTAC 32 ● 100
MEDDAC 63 ● 81

Fort Irwin Garrison Organizations

Organization No. of Comments Rating Percent Satisfied
Fort Irwin Garrison 438 ● 88
Family, Morale, Welfare, and Recreation 125 ● 85
Civilian Personnel Advisory Center 0 [NOT RATED] —
Equal Employment Opportunity 0 [NOT RATED] —
Human Resources 154 ● 100

Rating Key: ●   atis ed  ●   atis ed  ●   atis ed

See ICE, page 13

I have moved many times in my career, 
within the United States and overseas. I have 
deployed several times, leaving my wife to pull 
double duty at home. I know the good, the 
bad and the ugly of moving firsthand from my 
Family’s experience and the stories shared by 
other Soldiers, civilians and family members. 
Every move brings new opportunities but also 
challenges and stress that can have a negative 
impact on work and home life. 

I also know from personal experience 
that sponsors can be the determining factor 
between a good or bad move. An excellent 
sponsor plays a key role in making a positive 
first impression and helping the new person 
and Family integrate into the unit, workplace 
and community. 

During the past several years, the Army has 
been experiencing a high volume of transition 
due to Army Force Generation, modularity, 
Grow the Army, Base Realignment and Clo-
sure and troop mobilization. Now more than 
ever, we need effective sponsorship to mitigate 
the stress of transition; however, Soldiers, civil-
ians and families continue to express frustra-
tion with the Army’s Sponsorship Program. 

Sometimes, our personnel and family 
members have an exceptional sponsor — 
someone who truly makes them feel welcome 
and gets them off to an excellent start — but 
that is not always the case. There may be spon-
sors who are not well-equipped or motivated 
to provide the needed assistance or, even 
worse, no sponsorship at all. These experiences 
make sponsorship a pressing Army Family Ac-
tion Plan issue. I am taking this opportunity 
to improve on our Total Army Sponsorship 

Program (TASP) to enhance the readiness of 
our Soldiers and Civilians, and deliver on our 
promise to take care of Families.

The Army’s Sponsorship Program, as 
prescribed in AR 600-8-8, The Total Army 
Sponsorship Program, requires every first-
term Soldier have a sponsor. The sponsor 
acts as a big brother or sister and helps the 
Soldier learn Army standards and develop a 
sense of responsibility and teamwork. After 
that initial assignment, TASP offers sponsors 
for every Soldier, private through colonel, and 
likewise for every civilian in grades up to GS-
15. A vital part of the Sponsorship Program 
that is often forgotten or overlooked is the 
rear detachment support provided to family 
members of deployed Soldiers and civilians. 

So we have in our regulations a Sponsor-
ship Program that covers all members of our 
community. I want to make sure that what 
is outlined on paper is also happening in our 
communities. Soldiers, civilians and family 
members will have a sponsor to provide infor-
mation and support before, during and after 
transitions, mobilizations and deployments.

�������� � �����
Sponsorship: Start Strong to Be Strong

Lt. Gen. Rick Lynch

See Strong, page 9
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Team, it’s with 
great sadness that 
I report that the 
National Training 
Center and Fort 
Irwin recently lost 
a truly great per-
son and one of 
our key members. 
Mr. “Electric” Et-
ric Smith passed 
away unexpect-
edly last weekend.

Most know Etric as the “voice” of the Na-
tional Training Center through his morning 
radio shows on KNTC — The Heat. What 
you perhaps don’t know is what I personally 
want to honor him for in this column.

Etric’s official job in our Public Affairs 
Office was as our Media Relations Officer. 
As you can imagine, this was often a thank-
less job involving long hours in dealing 
with reporters and media outlets covering 
everything from blotter reports and rota-
tional unit training to resource conservation 
and stories stemming from new DA and 
DoD policies. 

What differentiated Etric Smith from 
the many Media Relations persons that I’ve 
personally dealt with is Etric handled each 
media outlet with great pride in balancing 

the professional needs of the represented 
organization with the needs of the person or 
the personality of each individual reporter. 
It’s through his “Golden Rule” approach 
to media relations that lead not only to his 
personal success, but to the success of the 
National Training Center and Fort Irwin as 
portrayed in the media.

Etric was one of the good guys. He made 
everyone around him better. Etric believed in 
the saying that “People don’t care how much you 
know, until they know how much you care.” 
Etric Smith believed in our mission with the 
same enthusiasm and conviction as his ACU 
wearing counterparts. He cared about everyone 
around him and he showed it everyday. Etric 
went the extra mile to do things “right” and 
he never looked for the credit. Dedicated and 
selfless, Etric made an impression on everyone 
he came in contact with. His infectious smile, 
that put meaning to the name “Electric,” and 
his passion made the world a better place, and 
better aware of what we do to train America’s 
war fighters for combat. 

Those of us who dealt with Etric on a 
routine basis may remember that he often 
signed his e-mails with “Best Effort”… and 
most recently, “Proudly Serving.” His signa-
ture was a gentle reminder to all of us to do 
our very best everyday and be proud to serve 
our country as he was. 

Best Effort achieved Etric Smith! Rest 
in peace my friend. You will be missed and 
forever remembered by all of us whose lives 
you touched both personally and profes-
sionally. I ask all of you to remember Etric 
and the Smith family in your prayers this 
week. I break the tradition of ending this 

column with “TRAIN THE FORCE” and 
simply say:

“Proudly Serving”

Brig. Gen. Robert ‘Abe’ Abrams
Commanding General
NTC & Fort irwin

Lead 6 Sends
In Memory of: “Electric” Etric Smith

GUSTAVO BAHENA

Electric Etric interviews Brig. Gen. Robert “Abe” Abrams, during a ‘Wednesday 
Newsmakers’ radio program.

Brig. Gen. 
Robert ‘Abe’ Abrams

congressional liaison to the Surgeon General, Wash., D.C. In 
1999, Col. Kiefer was selected to participate in the Training 
with Industry Post Graduate Fellowship with Inova Health 
System’s Medical Group Practice.

Upon completion of TWI, Kiefer spent two years at 
Medical Command as chief, Analysis Branch in the Program 
Analysis and Evaluation Directorate. He served in four suc-
cessive positions as deputy commander for administration for 

USA MEDDAC, Fort Huachuca, Ariz.; USA MEDDAC, 
Fort Drum, N.Y.; Carl R. Darnall Army Medical Center, Fort 
Hood, Texas, and Tripler Army Medical Center.

Col. Kiefer’s recent assignment was as Chief of Staff, Pacific 
Regional Medical Command and Deputy Commander for 
Administration, Tripler Army Medical Center, Hawaii. 

Col. Kiefer’s numerous awards and decorations include 
the Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal with six oak 

leaf clusters and Army Commendations Medal with two oak 
leaf clusters.

Col. Bock’s next assignment will be as Regional Nurse 
Executive, Pacific Regional Medical Command and Deputy 
Commander for Nursing, Tripler Army Medical Center, Hawaii.

Editor’s note: Lorraine Sanders is currently cross-training at 
the Public Affairs Office as part of the Army Materiel Command’s 
Journey to Leadership program.

MEDDAC, frompage 1

GUSTAVO BAHENA

Etric Smith speaks during NTC Com-
munity Relations Officer Kelsy Hus-
tead’s farewell luncheon last month.

BY GUSTAVO BAHENA
Warrior Staff Writer

You heard his soothing voice on the radio three 
times a week. You saw him escort media to “The 
Box,” time and time again. And you could always 
count on him to lift your spirit. These are  just a 
few of the great memories he has left us with since 
his passing.

Etric Peron Smith, 44, passed away Saturday 
near his home in Helendale, Calif., on June 5.  He 
is survived by his wife, Leslie, and three children — 
Erica, Genesis, and Gianna.  Etric was originally 
from Bogalusa, La. He joined the Army and served 
for less than a decade, having completed all of his 

enlistment time at the National Training Center 
and Fort Irwin. He lived in Barstow for many years, 
becoming active in his community and church. It 
wasn’t until recently that he and his family moved 
to Helendale to enjoy a resort lifestyle in the small 
community of Silver Lakes.

John Wagstaffe, public affairs director here, 
remembers Etric as a friend of 22 years. Etric actu-
ally served as a Soldier under, then Maj. Wagstaffe, 
at the Public Affairs Office from 1989 to 1992. 
Wagstaffe assisted in getting Etric reassigned, who 
was a wheel-vehicle mechanic, to write for the post 
newspaper. Etric eventually progressed to becom-
ing station manager of KNTC, the radio station for 
Fort Irwin and the NTC, said Wagstaffe. Wagstaffe 

recalled that ever since knowing Etric, he always 
had a positive outlook on him.

“He was never down,” Wagstaffe said. “I never 
saw him down a day in his life. He could be upbeat 
about anything. Everything that he dealt with, he 
took a positive attitude towards. And that was also 
true with all the people he dealt with. He dealt with 
everybody with dignity and respect. I don’t believe 
he has an enemy on this post.”

In 2008, Etric began serving as the NTC and 
Fort Irwin media relations officer. After an initial
training period, Etric took full charge of the media
relations duties, Wagstaffe said. He coordinated 
and facilitated visits by the media to this post and

We’ll dearly miss you Etric
Long time NTC employee, friend, family man, passes away

See Etric, pages 4 and 5
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COURTESY PHOTOS

(ABOVE) Etric Smith with his wife Leslie, 
second from left, and three children, 
Erica, 21, Genesis, 13, and Gianna, 5.

(RIGHT) Etric Smith escorts broadcast 
media reporter at one of NTC’s training 
box villages.

then onwards to the training area. He facilitated 
visits by CNN, ABC, NBC, CBS, the New York 
Times, the Los Angeles Times, local broadcast af-
filiates, small town newspapers, and documentary 
filmmakers.  Those media outlets and countless 
others reported on the training and community 
life of this military installation. Etric’s work pro-
moted the mission of  NTC and the U.S. Army 
to world-wide audiences. His personality and 
work ethic made the media relations program a 
huge success. 

“He developed the [media relations] program 
himself and turned it into an amazing program,” 
Wagstaffe said. “I personally believe he was the 
best media relations officer in the Army, but 
I’m not the one who says that. All the public 
affairs officers who come out with rotational 
training units, and all the media, all make that 
same comment — that he is the best media 
relations officer that they’ve dealt with. And 
that played a tremendous impact on getting the 
NTC story out.” 

Etric also was known as “Electric Etric” on 
KNTC, the radio station of Fort Irwin and NTC. 
He was on the air three times a week, playing 
popular tunes, taking on-air phone calls, and 
providing command information to the com-
munity. He hosted the show “Newsmakers” on 
Wednesdays, interviewing a wide range of guests 
from the commanding general to Fort Irwin 
school children. 

Jackie Hoggins, marketing director for Family, 
Morale, Welfare, and Recreation here, attested to 
Etric’s character as the key to positive media rela-
tions and successful radio interviews.

“Etric just had that magic — whoever he 
touched, he made you feel like he was your best 
friend,” Hoggins said. “It didn’t matter how hur-
ried he was, or how busy, he took a minute. He 
never talked about himself. He was always ask-
ing about you and how your family was. I think 
people just felt good to be in his presence. He 
had good energy.”

Before joining the Public Affairs Office, Etric 
served with various contractors on post sup-
porting the NTC mission. With Raytheon, he 
advanced to a lead position for a system repair 
support team working on the technical aspects of 
after action reviews during training rotations. In 
that capacity he supervised Ernie Dutton, who is 
now a technician with Tybrin. Dutton described 
Etric as a mentor who helped him during his early 
20’s when he was starting a family.

“He helped me out in a lot of situations — 
just in general life,” Dutton said. “He helped me 
through the 19, 20, 21-age period. I had a new 
daughter at the time, a new wife, and he helped 
me through all of that by just being a big brother.”

Always treating others as a brother — that’s 
how Chicpaul Becerra, editor of the High Desert 
Warrior newspaper, also remembers Etric. 

Etric, frompage 3

See Etric, page 5
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GUSTAVO BAHENA

‘Electric Etric’ with garrison commander, Col. Jim Chevallier, and Fort Irwin 
school children do a live broadcast inside the KNTC, 88.3fm, radio station. 

Etric, frompage 3

“I’m going to miss Etric, because he treated you 
like a brother,” Becerra said. “He treated you like a 
friend and family member. I’ll miss his smile and his 
energetic, soft-spoken, humble lifestyle.”

Becerra described Etric as a very caring and sincere 
individual.

“His personality hadn’t changed since I first met 
him in 1988,” Becerra said. “He was a very caring 
and loving husband and father to his three children.”

As Soldiers, both Becerra and Etric were assigned to 
the Public Affairs Office in the late 1980s. Etric served 
as a photojournalist for the post newspaper, then called 
The Combined Arms Monitor. Becerra recalls Etric be-
ing introduced to and performing the different aspects 
of public affairs, including media relations and media 
escort duty at the NTC during Operations Desert Shield 
and Desert Storm. 

Agustin “Auggie” Rodriguez, office administrator for 
PAO, talked about Etric’s respect and support of others.

“He always tried to make you feel at ease and 
comfortable,” Auggie said. “He was always support-
ive and tried to make you feel good. He was always 
complimenting people instead of criticizing them.”

Auggie especially remembers the time Etric took 
him to the training area. He was probably one of the 
few non-media to receive an introduction to “the 
Box” by Etric. He also remembers Etric as completely 
redesigning the look of the public affairs office when 
he began working there two years ago. Auggie recalls 
that Etric “was on fire” during his mission to give the 
shop a patriotic, NTC ambiance.

“Etric was always looking for things that could be 
better — not only in the office, in general, but indi-
vidually, as a person as well,” Auggie said. “He always 
saw that a person could do better in a certain area. He 
tried to somehow help get that improvement for that 
person. We’ll remember him for the rest of our lives, 
because he was the kind of person that makes an impact 
on other people.”

Kelsy Hustead, new media specialist, Strategic 
Communications Office at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., 
remembers Etric as a kind, patient, and caring friend 
and colleague. He appreciated folks for who they were 
and saw the best qualities in everyone he encountered, 
said Hustead, who worked with Etric.

“I am fortunate to have known him, served with 
him and to have had him as my personal battle buddy,” 
Hustead said. “Etric provided balance to the team and 
was truly admired. His spirit for the team, the mission, 
and the United States Army encouraged me.”

Hustead also said that Etric often reminded her 
that life experiences, good or bad, served to shape us 
as individuals.

“This week, I was having a really tough time 
understanding why this happened,” Hustead com-
mented. “Another friend shared a special quote with 
me that helped put things in perspective: ‘To have 
touched so many lives and left us all better for it, is 
an unbelievable act by an amazing friend.’  Etric was 
that amazing friend for me, and for so many others. 
Thank you for positively influencing my life. Rest in 
peace Etric.”
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Room, 9 to 10 a.m., on Monday and July 12. Multiples Sup-
port Group is for parents of twins, triplets or more children. 
Group provides emotional support and a means of discussing 
experiences associated with having multiple children. Call 
380-8344/4021.

New Parent Support
New Parent Support is a program designed to assist you 

every step of the way with raising your children in a nurturing, 
safe, and healthy environment. Childcare is provided for all 
New Parent Support classes offered. Infant care classes offered 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays by appointment only. 
Classes are held in the Army Community Service conference 
room. Point-of-contacts are Kahalia Anderson, 380-8344 and 
Shawn Robinson, 380-4021.

Skeet and Trap Open
Skeet and Trap’s hours of operation are Mondays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

while Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays and Sundays, 10 a.m.-
8 p.m. Operation closed on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Range 
closes half hour before dark. For more information, call 380-4327.

Weight Watchers 
Weekly meetings are on Thursdays, at 12 noon, Bldg. 317 

(2nd Street and Avenue E). Sign-up and weigh-in start at 
11:30 a.m. Public is free to check out the meeting. More infor-
mation call Christine at 298-3438 or getfit@ww-Christine.com.

EDGE! For Children
Check out June classes at www.fortirwinfmwr.com and 

program descriptions. Read Santa Monica Pier trip information 
and let your children know what is available for them at the end 
of the school year. Register your children now for fun EDGE! 
programs. For more information about EDGE! programs, con-
tact Angela Austin, MWR partnership specialist, Child Youth 
and School Services at 267-5067.

Radio Broadcast Streaming 
Public Affairs Office is streaming radio broadcast on KNTC 

88.3FM. The link can be accessed at the Fort Irwin home Web 
page. Listeners can click on the KNTC logo, located at the top right 
of the home page, which will open the media player and play the 
broadcast. If anyone has questions about the stream, call 380-3450. 
KNTC broadcasts live: Mondays to Fridays, 6-9 a.m. and is on 
automated broadcast the rest of the day and night. 

Youth and School Activities
Middle School Teen Center Summer Camps 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Bldg. 1313

Week 3 *June 7-11: Train the Force Week (Soldier for a day, 
outdoor scavenger hunt of Fort Irwin, paintball, healthy living)

Week 4 *June 14-18: Cooking Around the World (commis-
sary trip, preparing dips and snacks, Mexican Cuisine, Filipino 
Cuisine, Italian Cuisine, French Cuisine)
MST 1-6 p.m.

Learn to play spades, badminton, tie die pillow cases, 
painting, patriotic wreath, guitar tournament, dodge ball, and 
much more.

Cooking Club: Banana Pudding, Chicken Salad, Peanut 
butter cornflake cookies, Cinnamon toasties
Hours of Operation:

Middle School: Mon.-Fri. until 6 p.m.
Teen Center:
Friday: 6-11 p.m.
Saturday: 3:30-11 p.m.
Sundays and Holidays: Closed
More information: Kristin Morgan at 380-3732.

GSAB FRG Events
Following are upcoming General Support Aviation Battalion, 

Family Readiness Group events:
HHD, GSAB

June 10: HHD FRG meeting; Time: 6 p.m., Location: Bldg. 
1200 Forum. Topic: TBD. If you should have any questions 
please contact Ms. Hunter at 380-7781 or email: hhdfrg507@
gmail.com.
AAD, GSAB 

AAD FRG meeting has not been scheduled as of yet. If you 
should have any questions, contact Ms. Hunter at 380-7781or 
email: aadfrg@gmail.com.

AVCO FRG meeting has not been scheduled as of yet. If you 
should have any questions, contact Robin Stewart at 252-7592 
or email: acanrobin@yahoo.com. 

Bowling Tournament
Strike Zone will host a 7-8-9 No Tap Tournament from June 

10-July 10. Contact the bowling alley for more information.

Community Happenings
is Open to Child, Youth, and School Services’ registered youth 
in Grades 6-12. Register at the Parent Central, Bldg. 1323. 
Call 380-5816 for more information or the EDGE! Web site 
at www.fortirwinfmwr.com.

Rock Climbing
Outdoor Recreation is offering a Rock Climbing/Boulder-

ing trip at Joshua Tree National Park, July 31. The cost is $11 
for transportation and $25 (in cash, the day of the trip) for 
Rock Climbing. The tour will leave Bldg. 976 at 6:30 p.m. 
The minimum age for participation is eight-years-old. Bring 
plenty of water/sports drinks and a sack lunch and snacks. Dress 
in layers appropriate for weather, wear sunscreen and bring a 
camera. Registration deadline is July 23. For more information 
call 380-4327. 

Car Design Competition
Military and Army civilian employees are invited to a car 

design competition. For more information, rules and guidelines, 
go to Battle of the Builds Web site http://battleofthebuilds.com/
or call 380-9275. Win bragging rights for Fort Irwin and do 
the installation proud. 

Airport Shuttle Available
If you have plans for Block Leave, stop by Tickets and Tours 

for discount tickets or schedule a shuttle to the airport. Tickets 
and Tours staff has a lot of great travel ideas to suit your needs.

Pet Grooming Available
Sgt Fuzzbuddy’s Kennel does pet grooming on Tuesdays 

and Wednesdays. It’s convenient and very affordable. Check 
them out.

Multiples Support Group
New Parent Support Program will host a Multiples Support 

Group meet at the Army Community Services Conference 
Send Community Happenings briefs at least two weeks in advance of 

event to the editor, chicpaul.becerra@us.army.mil

At the Movies

This schedule is subject to change at the last minute to accommodate 
changes in movies and free showings. ID cards are required from all 
personnel not in uniform when purchasing movie tickets. For more 

information and movie updates, call 380-3490.

Thursday, June 10 
7 p.m. Closed

Friday, June 11
7 p.m. Furry Vengeance (PG)
7 p.m.  Death at a Funeral (R)
9:30 p.m. A Nightmare on Elm

Street (R)
9:30 p.m. The Losers (PG-13)

Saturday, June 12
7 p.m. Furry Vengeance (PG)
7 p.m.  Death at a Funeral (R)
9:30 p.m. A Nightmare on Elm

Street (R)

9:30 p.m. The Losers (PG-13)

Sunday, June 13 
4 p.m. Closed

Monday, June 14
7 p.m. Closed

Tuesday, June 15
7 p.m. Closed

Wednesday, 
June 16
7 p.m. Closed

Skeet, Trap Clinic
Outdoor Recreation and EDGE are teaming up to provide a 

free Skeet and Trap Clinic for teens, ages 16-18, every Thursday 
in July from 5:30-7 p.m. The clinic covers firearm safety, firearm 
handling, and skeet shoot. Teens must be registered at Parent 
Central, Bldg. 1323. For more information, contact 380-5816.

Youth Sports Camps
Sign up now for Youth Sports Summer Camps. For more 

information, call 380-7044. Youth must be registered with 
Parent Central to participate.

Land Sailing Adventure
Join Outdoor Recreation on a Land Sailing Adventure at 

China Lake. Cost is $17.50 per person. Transportation and 
land sailing equipment is included. The trip will leave Bldg. 
976, 1:30 p.m., today. Participants must wear closed toe shoes, 
long pants, and sunglasses for sun protection. Bring water/sports 
drink and a sack lunch or money for food. For more informa-
tion, call 380-4327. 

Santa Monica Trip
EDGE! Program will host a trip to Santa Monica Pier on 

tomorrow. Bus will leave at 6:15 a.m. and return at 7 p.m. En-
joy Pacific Park, the Aquarium and the Beach. The cost is only 
$30 (includes admission fees and one meal voucher). The trip 
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Fort Irwin Community Calendar

Thu., June 10
Land Sailing Adventure
1:30 p.m.
China Lake
Bldg. 976, 380-4327

Thu., June 10
Safety Day
10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Army Field

Thu., June 10
FI Consolidated 

Graduation
Ceremony

6 p.m.
Fort Irwin Post Chapel
Education Center
380-4218

Thu., June 10
Coffee with the Chief
7:30-8:30 a.m.

Starbucks
Chief of Police
380-3869

Thu., June 10
GSAB/HHD-

FRG Meeting
6 p.m.
The Forum, Bldg. 1200
Ms. Hunter, 380-7781

Fri., June 11
EDGE Trip to Santa 

Monica Pier
6:15 a.m.-7 p.m.
Teen Center,

Bldg. 1313
380-5816

Fri., June 18
White Water Rafting 

Trip
4:30 a.m.

Tickets & Tours,
Bldg. 976

Outdoor Recreation
380-4327

Wed., July 14
Coping with

Deployments 
Course

8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
FI Red Cross

Station
Heather Adams
380-3697

Sat., July  31
Rock Climbing/

Bouldering Trip
6:30 a.m.
Joshua Tree

National Park
Bldg. 976, 380-4327

Check out these upcoming activities at Fort Irwin

MAIN STORE PX
Mon.-Sun., June 14-July 2 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

MCSS & FURNITURE STORE
Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sat./Sun. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

DUST BOWL TROOP STORE
June 13-27 CLOSED

BURGER KING EXPRESS
Mon.-Sun. 8 a.m.-8 p.m.

POPEYE’S
Mon.-Sun. 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

DUST BOWL BURGER KING
June 13-27 CLOSED

ANTHONY’S PIZZA AND
CHARLEY’S STEAKERY

Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
ROBIN HOOD

Sat./Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sun. CLOSED

BASKIN ROBBINS
Mon.-Sun. Noon-5 p.m.

STARBUCKS
Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sat.-Sun. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

THEATER
Sun.-Sat. One Showing

EINSTEIN BAGEL:
Mon.-Fri, 7 a.m.-Noon
Sat,/Sun. CLOSED

TACO BELL:
Mon.-Sat. 10:30 a.m.-8 p.m.
Sun. 11 a.m.-7 p.m.

MANCHU WOK:
Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
Sat./Sun. Noon-6 p.m.

CLASS 6
Sun.-Thu. 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Fri./Sat. 10 a.m.-9 p.m.

24 HOUR SHOPPETTE OPEN
SERVICE STATION

Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sun. CLOSED

Post Exchange Facilities Block Leave Hours of Operation



I feel safe.  I am protected.  I have Life Alert®.

When 

ALONE
I am home 

One touch of a button sends help quickly in the event of a medical 
emergency, fall, home invasion, fi re or carbon monoxide poisoning.

For a FREE brochure call:

1-866-216-3648

 Your choice of help buttons

Now we have two systems available: New!
Life Alert Classic  for seniors

Life Alert 50+  for people 50+

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

Vonage 911 service operates differently than traditional 911. See www.vonage.com/911 for details. High-Speed Inter-
net or Broadband Required. Alarms and other systems may not be compatible. † Rates exclude: broadband service, regula-
tory and activation fees and certain other charges, equipment, taxes, & shipping. International calls billed per minute. Offer 
valid in the US only. See Terms of Service for details.  < 30-day money back guarantee is refunded for any paid activation 
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tain a valid return authorization number from 1-VONAGE-HELP, and return of equipment in original condition and packag-
ing within 14 days of cancellation. Refund will not include charges for taxes, international usage, payphone calls to Vonage  
toll free numbers and directory assistance. Offer revocable. ^ Where available. The number transfer process takes approximately 
10 business days from the time you confirm your transfer request. ©2010 Vonage.

$24.99
FREE UNLIMITED Calls Around the World

Per Month†

SAY NO TO HIGHER PHONE BILLS!
• Our price STARTS LOW AND STAYS LOWSM. 
   Satisfaction Guaranteed<!
• No bundles, no hassles, no introductory 
   pricing — just reliable phone service at a 
   reliable price!

EASY TO SWITCH, EASY TO SAVE
• Keep your existing phone number^.
• Vonage® works with your existing home 
   phone and high-speed Internet connection.
• 25 Premium Features at no extra cost.
• FREE calls to more than 60 countries.

Now call the U.S. for only $24.99/mo† plus more than 
60 countries for FREE!

Call: 1 .877.631.3945

30 Day 
Money-Back 
Guarantee<
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Soldiers in Combatives Level III Class
trains, graduates

Fort Irwin graduates are: 1st Lt. Gilbert Draughon, Sgt 1st Class Catherine Harris, Staff Sgt. Terik Ocasio, Staff Sgt. David Jar-
quin, Staff Sgt. Adam Sahlberg, Staff Sgt. Shelton Stansbury, Staff Sgt. Miguel Martinez, Sgt. Mario Yarbrough, Sgt. Ignacio 
Cruz, Sgt. Raul Doss,  Sgt. Erick Martinez, Sgt. Damon Dunavan, Sgt. Andrew Montano, Cpl. Jeffery Cornett, Spc. Nathan Loyola, 
Spc. David Aziz, Spc. Feliciano Castiliiano, Spc. Leionides Magallonmata, Spc. Christopher Sleister, Spc. Carlos Luna, Pfc. Alfred 
Gernon, Pfc William Rogers, Pfc. David Sanchez, Pfc. Daniel Leos, Pfc. Harold Bruno, Pfc. Rahmel Nelson, Pfc. Zachery Carlson, 
Pfc. Dean Weaver, and Pvt. Zachary Resar.

STORY AND PHOTO BY SGT. 1ST CLASS 
CATHERINE HARRIS
NTC/Fort Irwin Operations

The first NTC and Fort Irwin Combatives 
Level III class graduated on May 20. Students 
had to have successfully trained and received 
certification in Level 1 and II prior to attend-
ing Level III.

Fort Benning, Georgia is the only autho-
rized program to train and certify Combatives 
level III.

Mr. Carl Arias, Sgt. 1st Class Sartain and 
Staff Sgt. Trivitt worked very hard to bring this 
training to Fort Irwin. Thousands of dollars 
were saved having the training conducted here 
instead of sending 43 Soldiers on temporary 
assignment to receive this training. The train-
ing was conducted at Bldg 828 next to MCC 
in the Fort Irwin Fight house.

Three instructors, Sgt. 1st Class Patrick 
Dunleavy, Staff Sgt. Troy Cochran, and Spc. 
Scott Burton came from Fort Benning, Geor-
gia’s Modern Army Combatives School to train 
our Soldiers. A fourth instructor, Staff Sgt. 
Bobby Trivitt is stationed here at Fort Irwin.

See COMBATIVES, page 9



We Want To Know
Have any comments, suggestions, compliments, or complaints

regarding the services IAP World Services provides? Call our

Customer Service Line
at 380-6788

Our Customer Service Representative is on duty from
8:00 am to 4:00 pm, Monday through Friday.

After these hours, our voice mail will record your name, number, 
and any message. Our customer Service

Representative will return your call at the first available
moment. We are dedicated to complete Customer Satisfaction.

In addition to the above mentioned phone number, you may also
E-mail us with any concern or comment at the following e-mail address:

ntccustomer.fisp@iapws.com
Please be sure to include a telephone number where you can 

be reached in case we need to contact you personally.
We welcome your feedback. 

Please feel free to complete our online 
Customer Satisfaction Survey available on 

our website at www.ntc-iapws.com.

Defining Beauty Education Since 1905

Get Hands-on Training in:
• Cosmetology
• Esthetics 
 (Skin Care)
• Manicuring

Enjoy Great Salon Services for Less

15% OFF SERVICES
May not be combined with any other discount. This 
coupon is limited to one per client per visit. Most 
services vary by location. Services are performed by 
student stylists supervised by licensed instructors. Only 
valid at Marinello Schools of Beauty. AN-PLM

NACCAS Accredited. Programs vary by
location. Career placement assistance
for graduates. Financial aid available for
those who qualify.

641 W. Palmdale Blvd., Suite. A-C • Palmdale, CA 93551

877.215.7294
www.marinello.com

1010 E. Main St. Barstow
Mon. – Fri. 8:00 – 5:00 • Sat. 8:00 – 12:00 

Extended Hours by Appt.

760256-6765★MILITARY DISCOUNTS!
★BNSF DISCOUNTS!

$2495
+ tax + disposal

With coupon • Expires 07.31.10

OIL CHANGE
5 qts. 5/30 or 10/30 Oil
Filter
28 Point Inspection
Top Off Fluids
Most Cars & Trucks

(Synthetics & Diesel Extra Costs)

•
•
•
•
•

SUMMER MAINTENANCE PACKAGE
Lube, Oil & Filter - 5 qts. oil
Cooling System Service (Drain & Fill) 2 gal.
Tire Rotation & Pressure Check
Visual Brake Check
28 Point Inspection
(Most Vehicles) (Synthetics, Dexcool, Diesel Extra Costs)

•
•
•
•
•

$9995
+ tax 
+ disposal

With coupon • Expires 07.31.10

STAY

$2995

AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE

RECHARGE
& SERVICE
With coupon • Expires 07.31.10

+ Freon
+ parts

JOYCE WILSTON
General Manager

Outlet Center • 1-15 at Lenwood Road
2700 Lenwood Road • Barstow, CA 92311

Phone: 760/253-9200 • Fax 760/253-9201
E-mail: hotel@hiebarstow.com • www.hiexpress.com/barstowca

Government Rates Available

Free High Speed 
Internet Access
Conference Rooms
Fitness Center

•

•
•

Business Center
Pool & Spa
Free Hot Breakfast 

•
•
•

Summer is Here…
MEDICAL

WEIGHT LOSS
Appetite Suppressants

Fat Burner & B12 Injections
School & Sports Physicals

TB Testing
Cash/Credit/Debit • No Insurance Accepted

Se Habla Español  • M-F 9-5 & Sat 9-1

Mention This Ad 

for $20 Off 1st 

Medical Weight 

Loss Visit!

Now
Offering

Therapeutic

Massage
HEALTH FIRST

Perry Weldon Beal, Jr., M.D.
Serving the High Desert for 14 Years

16061 Bear Valley Rd., Ste. 7 • Hesperia • 760-948-0980
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The class was conducted from April 26 to May 21. The 
class graduated 34 students out of the initial 46 Soldiers 
from Fort Irwin and Fort Richardson, Alaska: 24 Soldiers 
from Regiment, five Soldiers from 916th Support Brigade,
two Soldiers from MEDDAC, and three Soldiers from 58th
Engineer Company.

Day One consisted of in-processing while Day Two 
consisted of a Level 1 entrance 

exam and a record Army Physical fitness test. The next
28 days were 6-8 hour days of boxing and advance Mod-
ern Army combatives techniques in accordance with AR
3-25.150. The training was extremely physical and chal-
lenging. The class conducted three fights per Soldier each 
Friday to ensure proper technique, 

Combatives, frompage 8Strong, frompage 2

We must make sure sponsors are well-
equipped for their important role. Spon-
sors must understand their role and have 
the necessary information and resources 
to fulfill it. Even more so, sponsors must 
be willing to reach out and make human 
contact, especially with new Soldiers, 
first-time civilian employees, and fam-
ily members who are unfamiliar with the 
Army way of life.

Above all, I want to ensure that com-
manders are invested in the success of the 
Sponsorship Program within their commu-
nity. TASP is a commander’s program. Its 
success is contingent upon the commander’s 
involvement and support. It is leadership’s 
responsibility to send the message that spon-
sorship is something important to do and 
to do it right. At the most basic level, that 
means having an adequate pool of sponsors 
to meet the needs of the community and 
supporting those sponsors with reasonable 
time and resources to do a good job. 

I have asked Command Sgt. Maj. Neil 
Ciotola to lead a working group to review 
sponsorship from a holistic perspective 

and to update the program to meet the 
needs of Soldiers in today’s Army. Two 
important aspects of the Sponsorship 
Program under examination are integra-
tion and tracking. We must have a means 
to collect, transmit and follow up on their 
needs and issues. We do not want Soldiers 
carrying unresolved issues from assign-
ment to assignment. We do not want 
families to fail to connect or to become 
disconnected from their community, 
especially if their Soldier is deployed. 
We are looking at the feasibility of using 
current systems to integrate and track 
TASP processes Army-wide, among other 
possible improvements. I anticipate that 
new recommendations, guidance, and 
requirements will be forthcoming as a 
result of our review. 

We are approaching summer, the tradi-
tional moving season for the military. Most 
of us in an Army environment, Soldiers, 
civilians and family members alike, know 
what it is like to relocate. We know what a 
difference it makes to have a helping hand 
along the way. 

Leaders, your direct experience alone, 
whether good or bad, should be enough 
incentive to make the Sponsorship Pro-
gram in your sphere of influence as effective 
as possible. 

With a successful sponsorship program, 
we can treat every one of these moves as an 
opportunity to show that we will do right 
by Soldiers, civilians and families. The time 
and effort invested up front will pay big 
dividends in the satisfaction, commitment, 
and increased cohesion and mission readiness 
of Army units. All Soldiers, civilians and 
family members must be provided with 
quality programs and safe communities that 
meet their needs while enabling them to 
thrive and maintain resiliency. We will keep 
our promise.

Support and Defend.

Lt. Gen. Rick Lynch
Commanding General
Installation Management Command

(Lt. Gen. Lynch is also Assistant Chief of Staff 
for Installation Management).

News Briefs
Personal ID Training

Personal Identifiable Information Training, man-
datory for all service members, DoD employees, and 
contractor personnel, will take place on July 22, Aug. 5, 
and Sept. 2 in Bldg. 552, Avenue G, from 8:30-10:30 
a.m. For more information, call 380-4540/5337.
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Kilo goes deep during
grenade launcher 

uali cation
STORY AND PHOTOS BY 
SGT GIANCARLO CASEM
11th ACR Public Affairs

A Soldier looks down his sights. He looks up 
to recheck his target’s distance and lowers his face 
onto his weapon and looks down the sights, align-
ing his target, an old armored vehicle, with the 
notches on the sight post once again. 

With a quick squeeze of the trigger, a swift 
“thwoomp” sound emanates from his weapon. As 
the round flies through the air, the Soldier intently 
follows its arch. A few short seconds later, a cloud 
of orange paint rises from the vehicle and the 
Soldier lets out a satisfied sigh.

This scene was repeated numerous times 
throughout the day as Soldiers from K Troop, 
2nd Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment 
conducted an M203 qualification range at the 
National Training Center on Fort Irwin, Calif., 
May 25.

The noncommissioned officer-in-charge of the 
range, Sgt. 1st Class Roger Ordish, said that train-
ing on the M203 weapons system helps his Soldiers 

be better-rounded in their overall Soldier training.
“We need to be familiar and competent on all 

weapons systems,” said Ordish, a native of Peck, 
Mich., who now serves as the 1st Platoon Sergeant 
of K Troop. Ordish said that even though all his 
Soldiers may not necessarily be assigned M203s 
with his unit or their next, it is still an important 
training to possess.

“You have to be trained and proficient be-
fore you go to combat, you train as you fight,” 
he said.

To qualify, the Soldiers had to hit various 
targets at different ranges and from a myriad of 
positions. Some targets required them to shoot 
a grenade round through a window, while some 
required them to hit enemy personnel or vehicles. 
Orange paint marked where the Soldiers had hit 
their targets. The rounds used were training rounds 
that resembled those used in paint ball matches. 

For junior Soldiers like Pfc. Max Harris, a na-
tive of Janesville, Wis., they considered the range 
good training, albeit a fun one.

“The best part was firing the grenade launcher 
itself, it was kind of fun.” 

Spc. Jesus Gonzalez, K Troop, 2nd Squadron, 11
M203 grenade launcher during a live-fire qualifi

Pfc. Austin Cox, K Troop, 2nd Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, and a native of Pikevilla, Ky., takes aim with his gre-
nade sights for his M203 grenade launcher during a live-fire qualification range, May 25. 

A cloud of orange paint rises from behind a simulated window during K Troop
through the window. 
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Sgt. 1st Class Roger Ordish, a platoon sergeant with K Troop, 2nd
Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, and a native of Peck,
Mich., aims down the sights of his M203 grenade launcher during
K Troop’s M203 live-fire qualification range, May 25

Pfc. Harden, K Troop, 2nd Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regi-
ment, gauges the distance of his target during an M203 live-fire
qualification range, May 25. 

Pfc. Brian Jones, K Troop, 2nd Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry
Regiment, and a native of Hanford, Calif., loads a training grenade
during K Troop’s M203 live-fire qualification range, May 25. 

1th Armored Cavalry Regiment, and a native of Glendale, Calif., takes aim with his grenade sights for his 
fication range, May 25

p’s M203 grenade launcher qualification range, May 25. The Soldiers were required to fire a grenade round 

P`ive of Pikevilla, Ky., takes aim with his grenade sights for his M203 grenade launcher 
during a live-fire qualification range, May 25. 

Pfc. Max Har-
ris, K Troop, 2nd 
Squadron, 11th 
Armored Cav-
alry Regiment, 
and a native of 
Janesville, Wis., 
watches his gre-
nade’s flight dur-
ing an M203 live-
fire qualification 
range, May 25
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credit if you are military or civil service.

1-866-751-7333
or visit us online at

CHECK US OUT ONLINE

HD/PLASMA TVS

STATE OF
THE ART

 DESKTOPS & 
LAPTOPS

YOUR INCREDIBLE CREDIT STORE®

• NO MONEY DOWN*
• IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
• ALLOTMENTS WELCOME!

HUGE
SELECTION
OF JEWELRY
AND
FURNITURE

RIM SIZE
17” to 26”

BW

WWW.USADISCOUNTERS.NET

Credit approved in 
minutes! Apply online 

or by phone.

THE LATEST IN 
AFTER-MARKET

CUSTOM WHEELS, RIMS 
AND HI-PERFORMANCE 

TIRES!

To Order visit www.OmahaSteaks.com/print36 or Call 1-877-605-6304

Limit of 2 packages. Free Gifts included per shipment.
Standard shipping and handling will be applied per address. Offer expires 6/15/10.

SAVE 64%
on World Famous Omaha Steaks

Premium Quality Guaranteed! Omaha Steaks brings you the finest steaks 
and gourmet favorites available anywhere. Plus, The Family Value Combo offers 

you something to please all your family and friends. Order today!

3 FREE Gifts
Order now and we’ll send 
6 FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers
FREE 6-piece Cutlery Set
FREE Cutting Board 
to every shipping address!

Family Value Combo 45069ZPT
2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons
2 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Gourmet Franks
4 (4 oz. approx.) Boneless Chicken Breasts
4 (5 3⁄4 oz.) Stuffed Baked Potatoes

Reg. $13900. . . . . . .Now Only $4999    

©2010 OCG  OmahaSteaks.com, Inc. 11889 - 1

Save 
$8901
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Bob’s Corner

Flag Day is For Everyone!
BY BOB LUCAS
Commentator

Why is our American flag so controversial 
to so many people? It would be great if those 
folks joined other patriotic Americans in 
celebration of the flag. I guess that is what 
makes us a diverse society … the ability to 
make one’s own decisions. Nevertheless, the 
flag is for everyone. 

This is the Day to celebrate and show 
respect for the flag. The flag celebration is 
always on June 14th. Flag Day, although 
not an official holiday, and commemorates 
the adoption of the flag of the United States. 
The day was created by a resolution of the 
Second Continental Congress in 1777. In 
1916, President Woodrow Wilson issued a 
proclamation that established 14 June as Flag 

Day; National Flag Day was established in 
August 1949 by an Act of Congress. 

Our flag is representative of our indepen-
dence and unity as a nation. The flag has 
been at the forefront of every battle fought 
by Americans, even standing proudly on the 
surface of the moon years ago. Now, here are 
the basics for flying our great American flag: 
It is normally flown from sunrise to sunset; 
should not be flown in rain or inclement 
weather; should not be flown at night with-
out a light on it; raise the flag quickly in the 
morning and at sunset, lower it slowly. After 
a great tragedy or death, the flag is flown at 
half staff for 30 days. The American flag is 
flown at the top of the pole with the state 
and other flags flown below it. Never let the 
flag touch the ground…never! The union is 
always on top. When displayed in print, stars 

and blue field are always on the left. When 
flown vertically on a pole, the stars and blue 
field, or “union”, is at the top and at the end 
of the pole (away from your house). Fold 
the flag when storing. Don’t just stuff it in a 
drawer or cabinet. 

When the flag is old or tattered, it is 
time to retire it. Old flags should be burned 
or buried. Do not throw them in the trash. 
Wow! That was a rushed synopsis of the flag. 
Now you know everything about our flag, go 
out and watch it wave gently in the wind as 
sunrise and sunset approaches. 

Two other tidbits: Francis Scott Key 
penned the lyrics to our National Anthem 
while our American flag flew in the breeze 
as the British bombarded Fort McHenry and 
Betsy Ross was the seamstress who made 
clothes for George Washington. In June 

1776, Washington approached Betsy to make 
the country’s first flag. 

Symbolic thoughts: The flag consists of 
13 horizontal stripes, seven red alternating 
with six white to represent the 13 colonies. 
Red symbolizes hardiness and valor and white 
symbolizes purity and innocence. The blue 
symbolizes vigilance, perseverance and justice. 

Lastly, if you like to study flags, then you 
are a Vexillologist! Thank goodness I do not 
study flags. Also, thank you to everyone who 
has served or continues to serve our Nation 
whether they be veterans, retirees, civilian, 
military, and our families. Honoring the 
flag is a good thing, and everyone should be 
proud to be an American.

Editor’s note: Bob Lucas can be reached at 
barstowbob@yahoo.net
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Fort Irwin Garrison Organizations

Organization No. of Comments Rating Percent Satisfied
Information Management 5 ● 100
Legal 2 ● 50
Logistics 4 ● 75
Pinnacle Housing 49 ● 84
Plans, Analysis & Integration Office 0 [NOT RATED] —
Police/Provost Marshall 2 ● 0
Public Affairs 0 [NOT RATED] —
Public Works 6 ● 100
RCI Housing 0 [NOT RATED] —
Religious Support 2 ● 100
Resource Management Office 1 ● 100
Safety 16 ● 100
NTC HQ Adjunct General Office 0 [NOT RATED] —
American Red Cross 0 [NOT RATED] —
Armed Forces Bank 1 - Main Branch 0 [NOT RATED] —
Armed Forces Bank 3 - PX Branch 0 [NOT RATED] —
Community Information Manager 1 ● 100
Landmark Inn 2 ● 100
Military Family Life Consultants 0 [NOT RATED] —
Plans, Training, Security 0 [NOT RATED] —
WIC (Woman, Infants, and Children) 0 [NOT RATED] —
Plans, Training, Security 0 [NOT RATED] —
WIC (Woman, Infants, and Children) 0 [NOT RATED] —
WIC (Woman, Infants, and Children) 0 [NOT RATED] —

ICE, frompage 2

The following are a sampling of ICE submissions 
at Fort Irwin in the past three weeks. If the customer 
requests a response, service providers are expected 
to respond to the customer within three business 
days and post follow-up notes in ICE.

AAFES-Car Center
Customer Comment: I recently saw the opening of 

the smog center on post. This is excellent! This service 
will greatly help Soldiers on post and prevent long trips 
into Barstow. I wanted to pass along a recommendation 
to see if the post has looked into trying to get the DMV 
to come here on post. They won’t come permanently, 
but even once or twice a month would help troopers and 
keep them at work instead of having to waste a day or 
ruin a comp weekend. Agency Response: Thank you 
for the comment. I am glad that the smog machine 
is a desired item for the installation. We have been 
working with DMV for the past two months in 
trying to get them onto the installation. But with 
all of the budget problems with the State Govern-
ment, it has been a struggle to get them to commit 
to coming to the installation. We are in contact 
with them (weekly) to see if they have gotten the 
final verdict on whether they will come out or not. 
Our point-of-contact this past week was not very 
positive on this occurring. There is a possibility of 
another option, and we will begin start heading 
in that direction within the next couple of weeks. Rating Key: ●  86 -100  Satis ed  ●  6 -8  Satis ed  ●  0 -64  Satis ed



MARILYN C. CELLI
– ATTORNEY AT LAW –

DIVORCE  LEGAL SEPARATION
DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIP
PATERNITY  CUSTODY
SUPPORT  VISITATION
RESTRAINING ORDERS

Serving the High Desert for over 30 Years

HESPERIA
17027 Sycamore St. 

(760) 244-6464

BARSTOW
 (760) 256-2777

(760) 386-3399
910 LANGFORD LAKE RD., FT. IRWIN

Now doing Basic Area 

California Smog  on Post. 
Call for appointment.

MENTION QHDW DISCOUNT CODE

1520 E. Main St., Barstow 

(760) 256-6891
www.VisitBarstow.com

• HOT BREAKFAST

• FREE WIRELESS INTERNET

• LARGE COURTYARD

• RESTAURANT, BAR & LOUNGE

760-256-1381

KITCHENETTE SUITES
FOR EXTENDED STAYSThe World’s Greenest

Carpet Cleaner®

760-240-6152
www.oxifresh.com

Fast One Hour Drying Time

225 East Main Street, Barstow, CA 92311
(Located on Route 66)

(760) 256-6211 
Fax (760) 256-6206

Brunner’s
Tiny Time Shop

J    E    W    E    L    E    R    S
Jewelry   °  Watches   °  Plaques   °  Trophies   °  Engraving

Established 1946
Robert Brunner

Great
Gift Ideas

Hours:
Mon - Fri 9:30 - 6:00

Closed for Lunch 
11:30 -12:45

Red Cross Station needs volunteers 
Put your professional, administrative skills to use

BY HEATHER ADAMS
Fort Irwin American Red Cross Station
Publicity Chairwoman 

Are you looking to put your professional and administrative 
skills to use? Do you have some spare time and want to contrib-
ute towards the lives of the Soldiers and families of Fort Irwin? 
If so, you might be a good fit for one of the vacant leadership 
positions with the Fort Irwin Red Cross Station. Stephanie Luce, 
Red Cross Station manager, is currently looking to fill three chair 
positions: Hospital Chair, Volunteer Chair and Station Chair, 
and other key volunteer positions. 

Currently, the Fort Irwin Red Cross Station has approximate-
ly 35 volunteers. The Volunteer Chair manages these volunteers 
and recruits, trains and develops new volunteers to effectively 
use their skills and talents. This Chair works with the Station 
Management Team to develop a volunteer staff to support the 
community in delivering Red Cross Services. 

Nationwide, the American Red Cross has its greatest rep-
resentation of volunteers in hospitals and medical clinics, and 
Fort Irwin is no different. The primary function of the Hospital 
Chair is to liaise between the Red Cross Station and MEDDAC 

regarding Red Cross services, particularly concerning volunteers. 
A medical background isn’t necessary for this chair position, but 
strong communication and administrative skills are important. 

The Fort Irwin Red Cross Station also needs a Station Chair. 
This position partners with Station Manager Stephanie Luce 
and directs, guides, and implements Red Cross programs and 
services at Fort Irwin. This position appoints and supervises 
all station leadership volunteers, participates in developing 
station objectives and action plans and participates in the 
budget process. This is a very important position and therefore 
requires strong leadership, administrative, communication, and 
management skills. 

The Red Cross Station also needs additional CPR and AED 
instructors. The Station offers these classes just about every 
month, but the number of instructors is limited. If you are 
certified to instruct this class, your help is needed. 

If you would like to learn more about any of these opportu-
nities or if you would be interested in volunteering one or two 
days a week to answer phone calls, stop by the Fort Irwin Red 
Cross Station in Bldg. 573, call 380-3697, or e-mail Station 
Manager Stephanie Luce at luces@usa.redcross.org.

High Desert Warrior
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American
Red Cross

Together, we can save a life



BY MARK LAURY
DPTMS
Post Anti-terrorism Officer

Sirens blared, two individuals lie fatally 
injured in a parking lot off of B Avenue on 
Apr. 21. This nightmarish scene imitated a 
real incident, providing training for emergency 
responders. Post emergency responders par-
ticipated in a Active Shooter attack as part of 
a force protection exercise. Fort Irwin Antiter-
rorism Officer Mark L. Laury said the situation 
mimicked some intelligence the FBI provided 
installation staff.

“The training reflects what we might be 
looking at,” he said.

At about 8:30 a.m., emergency personnel 
responded to a call of a shooting incident, at 
the intersection of B Avenue and First Street. 
When they arrived, they found 2 simulated 
casualties – fatally wounded by gunshots. 

Fort Irwin Firefighters and Police first tried 
to determine what caused the shootings to oc-
cur. After an investigation, it was determined 
that an argument started between a husband, 
wife and a male associate of the wife, which 
fueled the tension between the couple.

Military police officers manned the emer-
gency call center and directed traffic around 
the scene, and military working dogs and their 
handlers ensured no other threats existed in 
the area. 

In order to coordinate all the activities, 
directorate leaders determined they needed 

Emergency responders participate in 
Active Shooter Exercise

PHOTOS BY LINCOLN MARINI

Shooter, Sgt. Burke of the Military Police Company, gives specific instructions to the hostages.

Law enforcement and paramedics come 
together to gather important informa-
tion pertaining to the wounded hostag-
es and the shooter.

(ABOVE) Hostage Donna Vernon of 
Plans, Analysis and Integration Of-
fice (PAIO) sits and waits patiently to 
be rescued.

(BELOW) Role playing shooter shouts 
out instructions to his hostages, and 
tells them, if anyone does anything oth-
er than what he says, they will be killed.

to establish an incident command post near 
the site.

The exercise culminated training staff mem-
bers undergo daily, CPT Weiner said.

“They do little bits of this every day. It’s 
not as intense, but they get trained every day 
doing their jobs,” he said, adding military po-
lice direct traffic and medical responders treat 
people every day.

Weiner thought all parties involved per-
formed well, something outside evaluation 
teams also concluded, Laury said.

“The team auditing us was very impressed. 
They had nothing but kudos,” he said. “They 
took away some ideas they want to implement 
at other installations.”

Post staff conducts smaller force protection 
exercises quarterly, events that Laury believes 
contributed to this exercise’s high marks. He 
added the team noted emergency response per-
sonnel’s cohesiveness as an exercise strong point.
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NEW! FORT IRWIN NATIONAL TRAINING CENTER SPECIFIC

For advertising opportunities 
online and in High Desert Warrior
Call 877.247.9288 Today

WWW.FORTIRWINNEWS.COM
Local Fort Irwin News & Features
US Army News
Searchable Website!
Updated Daily
Also contains complete print edition of 
High Desert Warrior, base paper of Ft. Irwin
View Archived editions of High Desert Warrior

Local, regional and national news

Local, regional and national advertising

www.fortirwinnews.com

•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•

AEROTECH
MULTI
MEDIA

News from over a dozen southwest 
U.S. military bases online at

www.aerotechnews.com

PRE OWNED • CHEVROLET • CADILLAC • CHEVROLET • PREOWNED

PRE OWNED • CHEVROLET • CADILLAC • CHEVROLET • PRE OWNED
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15425 DOS PALMAS • VICTORVILLE

STOP BY AND SEE THE
NEW 2010 MODELS

Serving the High Desert since 1971

View online at 
www.RanchoMotorCo.com

CERTIFIED DEALER
New Military Auto

Loan Program!
Active Duty Military who 
do not qualify through 

their bank or credit union. 
The Miles program 

can work!
Call us or 

come by today!

www.RanchoMotorCo.com



ALFA APARTMENTS

• Newly Remodeled Units
• Great Specials
• 1 & 2 Bedrooms

• Pool
• Laundry Facility
• Starting at $550/month

$$ CALL FOR OUR MOVING SPECIAL $$
JESSE PEREZ 
onsite manager 

2011 Borrego Drive, Barstow CA 92311 
Phone (760) 252-5731

CLUBHOUSE

POOL & SPA

RECREATION
FACILITY

FAMILY
COMMUNITY

Close to Schools & Shopping
Located approx. 1 hour from Ft. Irwin
Sales or Lease Options on 2 & 3 
Bedroom Manufactured Homes

•
•
•

1000 Windy Pass Barstow, CA

sunrisepass@mpam.com

(760) 252-3000

MILITARY
FAMILIES

  WELCOME
Quality Manufactured Homes 
No Reasonable Offer Refused!

Starting at 
$600

plus utilities. 
Including Space Rent

BARSTOW APTS FOR RENT
$525/mo 1 Bedroom
$625/mo 2 Bedroom

 Broadway Apartments 
2010 Borrego 

Near Rimrock

760-900-0200

Casa Del Sol 
1250 Barstow Rd. 

Near Windy Pass

760-514-2100

CENTRAL AIR • LAUNDRY ROOM • POOL

applevalleyinn@gmail.com

HIGH DESERT WARRIOR CLASSIFIEDS
Homes For Sale

Make Sure Everyone Knows
You’re Selling Your Home.

Advertise Here. Call
877-247-9288. 

Aerotech News & Review 

Homes For Rent

FIND THE RIGHT RENTER!
HIGHLIGHT YOUR AD IN
YELLOW TO GET MORE

ATTENTION! CALL
877-247-9288 TO PLACE

YOUR AD TODAY!
Aerotech News & Review 

Apartments For Rent

FILL YOUR VACANCIES!
REACH THOUSANDS OF

READERS! HIGHLIGHT YOUR
AD IN YELLOW TO GET

MORE ATTENTION! CALL
877-247-9288 TO PLACE

YOUR AD TODAY!
Aerotech News & Review 

Roommate Wanted

In New Home on Lake, 10-Min-
utes from Ft Irwin Rd. $500/mo. 
760-220-3840. 

Cars & Trucks

1989 Chevy 1 Ton Dulley. Red 
w/Camper Shell. Excellent Con-
dition. New Tires w./Chrome 
Wheels. New Motor Has About 
60K Miles on it. Must See. 
$4,000 obo. 661-810-4847 

Don’t Let it Sit! 
Get it Sold!

Call 877-247-9288 
to Place your Ad.

Aerotech News & Review

Announcements

Nethal A.M.E. Church 2nd An-
nual Community Banquet. July 
10th, 2010 at Hampton Inn, 
Lanwood. Tickets $25. Call 760-
985-1992 

PLEASE REMEMBER
DEADLINE FOR ALL
CLASSIFIED ADS IS
TUESDAYS AT NOON
FOR THAT WEEK’S

EDITION! 

Announcements

 AVON CALLING!!
Do You Have Skin Issues? Call 

Me Today and Lets Get You on a 
Great Skin Regimine! Are You a 
Young Adult and Love the MARK 
Products? Call me and Lets Get 
You a New Order. Do You Need 
a New Campaine Book. Call Me 

and I Will 
Send You One. 

Father’s Day Is Coming, Do 
You Have A Gift For Dad? 

Check Out Our Great Gift Ideas! 
Call Me Today For More 

Information
661-435-9866 or

youravon.com/larenaclark

Services

Do You Have an Event Com-
ing Up and You Don’t Have 
Any Promotional Items to 
Give to Potential Clients? 
Don’t Worry I am Here to 

Help.  Call or Email Me What 
You Are Looking For and Let 
Me Find You The Best Deals 

Out There. Contact Me at 
661-435-9866 or Larena@

AdPromosOnline.com.

Garage & Yard Sales

One Person’s Junk is
Another Person’s Treasure!
You’ll be Amazed How Many

Treasure Hunters will
Respond When you place
an Ad in the Paper! Call
877-247-9288 Today to

Place your Ad!
Aerotech News & Review 

We are currently accepting applications for 
the following position:

• Front Desk (full & part time, hourly)

• Maintenance (full time, hourly)

• Porters (full & part time, hourly)

• Housekeepers (full time & part time weekends)

Walk-in applications or emailed resumes 
accepted for all positions. 

Stop by the Landmark Inn, 
39 Inner Loop Road, Fort Irwin, CA.

phone: 760-386-4040
email: pcallan@realmgroup.com

You can now get your 
Paid Classified Ads 
highlighted in 

Yellow!

Beautiful and Spacious 2 
Master Bedrooms/2.5 Baths/2 
Car Garage. 1332 sq. ft. in 
Gate Community. Appliances 
included. Fenced Yard, 
Community Pool. $995/mo.

Homes for Rent

Sample

For information, call Judy 
toll free 877-247-9288

NEW FOR CLASSIFIED ADS

Homes for Rent 
Apartments for Rent 

Employment Opportunities 
Cars & Trucks

Furniture & Appliances 
Yard Sales 

Services and many more…

BONUS REWARDS!!
Call Now & Save!

Large 1-Bedroom w/ Large Kitchen • $475/mo
Large Furnished (all utilites paid) • ONLY $700/mo
Large 2-Bedroom w/Large Kitchen • $625/mo

No Pets
Call 760-475-1846 or 909-496-4808 for more info



D.R. Horton is proud to assist qualified military 
personnel with the financing of their new homes.

 No down payment option

 Private mortgage 
 insurance not required

 A variety of fixed rate and 
   adjustable loan options

 Flexible income, debt 
 and credit requirements

 VA funding fee can 
 be  included in loan

 Competitive Interest Rates

& LOW PAYMENTS

$

UP TO $18K IN TAX CREDIT INCENTIVES*  
PLUS

VA LOANS MAY OFFER THE FOLLOWING BENEFITS:

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Sierra
Victorville

3 to 5 Bedrooms
From the Low $100,000s

760-241-7842

Marisol
Adelanto

3 to 5 Bedrooms
From the High $100,000s

760-246-1798

Solana
Victorville 

3 to 5 Bedrooms
From the High $100,000s

760-241-7842

Visit any D.R. Horton community for our 
best rate and payment on your new home.

All rights reserved. Prices subject to change without notice or obligation. *Federal tax credit of up to $8,000 available to fi rst-time, qualifi ed service member homebuyers (or up to $6,500 for repeat buyers) who enter into a binding contract to purchase a home on or before April 30, 2011, and close escrow on or before June 30, 2011.  
A “qualifi ed service member” is a member of the uniformed services of the United States, a member of the U.S. Foreign Service or an employee of the U.S. intelligence community, who served overseas for at least 90 days between January 1, 2009 and April 30, 2010.  Income limitations apply.  Amount of tax credit, if any, is not paid 
to buyer upon close of escrow.  Buyer must claim the tax credit on buyer’s federal income tax return.  Not all buyers will qualify.  This information is provided for general guidance only and does not constitute tax advice.  Please consult an accountant or attorney for your particular situation.  Visit www.federalhousingtaxcredit.com 
for complete details. California state tax credit of up to $10,000 available to new home buyers who close escrow on a qualifi ed new home on or after May 1, 2010 and before August 1, 2011 (as long as a binding contract is signed by December 31, 2010). The amount of any CA state tax credit is applied in equal amounts over three 
successive tax years and is allocated by the state on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. Amount of tax credit, if any, is not paid to buyer upon close of escrow. Buyer must claim the tax credit on buyer’s state income tax return. Not all buyers will qualify. This information is provided for general guidance only and does not constitute tax 
advice.Please consult an accountant or attorney for your particular situation. Visit www.ftb.ca.gov for complete details. Financing offered by seller’s affi liated lender, DHI Mortgage Company, Ltd., CA Dept of Corporations License # 4130364. Licensed under the CA Residential Mortgage Lending Act. Additional restrictions may apply. 
Please see a D.R. Horton sales agent for complete details. D.R. Horton Los Angeles Holding Company, Inc. – CA DRE License #01258550. Western Pacifi c Housing Management, Inc. – CA DRE License #01256083. 06/10

Brokers Welcome***

DRHorton.com

Brokers Welcome***

DRHorton.com



JONES INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY®

866.427.1311 www.jiumilitary.com

Your success is our mission.

Up-front tuition 
assistance through 
GoArmyEd

Servicemember 
Opportunity College

Army ConAP partner

TOP MILITARY
FRIENDLY EDUCATION

Jones International University (JIU®) is one of the top military 
friendly universities in the world. JIU is dedicated to providing 
the value and fl exibility to help military students easily achieve 
their goals by offering affordable tuition, waived fees, fl exible 
online class and degree policies, professional career counseling 
and multi-dimensional support from admissions to graduation. 

AFFORDABLE EDUCATION
Reduced undergraduate tuition—military tuition assistance rates.
20% graduate tuition scholarship—graduate scholarships for military 
personnel and their dependents.
Military Undergrad Book Program

TOP TEN ONLINE UNIVERSITY
Top 10 Online University—by The Best and Worst in 
Online Degree Programs.
Top 20 Online MBA—by CEO Magazine in 2009.  

■ Pharmacy Tech
■ Vocational Nurse 
■ Medical Assistant
■ Dental Assistant 
■ Medical Billing / Coding 
■ Massage Therapy
■ and Many Others

Start your career in health care 
at Four-D College today!



You can use your Military Star card for your dental treatment.

Our state-of-the-art dental facilities are outfitted with 
the latest advancements in dental technologies and 
comfort features. 

Our facilities are equipped with the latest game consoles 
(Xbox 360, Playstation III, Wii) and games for your 
enjoyment, such as the new Guitar Hero Aerosmith 
version.

Plus, we have massaging dental chairs and video googles 
so you can receive massages and watch movies during 
your dental treatment.

Come and visit Fort Irwin’s newest dental facility.

FORT IRWIN FAMILY DENTAL
What you can expect from your dental visit:

Excellent Service Massaging Dental Chairs DirecTV During Procedures  
High Tech Dental Equipment 1 Hour Zoom Whitening Wii, PS3 & XBox 360

402 Langford Lake Rd.  Fort Irwin, Ca 92310
(We are behind the PX and next to the Fire Station.)

THE CLINIC IS NOW ACCEPTING DOD CIVILIANS AND CONTRACTORS!!!

WE ACCEPT ALL INDEMNITY AND MOST PPO INSURANCES.
(TRICARE DENTAL, UNITED CONCORDIA, DELTA, AETNA, METLIFE, CIGNA, ETC.)

www.basedental.com
(760) 386-7777

Keep up to date 

with the latest 

developments in 

the aerospace 

and defense

industries!

Visit the 
Aerotech
News & 
Review
website.

www.aerotechnews.com


