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Iraq today is far different from the
Iraq of 2003. This sovereign nation
has transformed rapidly into one that is
able to provide for its own security as a
stable, secure and increasingly demo-
cratic state. Improved security is the
cornerstone of this remarkable prog-
ress and a fact supported by recent
Iraqi Security Force success against
the senior leadership of al Qaida in
Iraq and Ansar al Islam. This success
is meaningful — not only because it sig-
nificantly weakened dangerous terror
networks— but also because it shows
the growing capabilities of the Iraqi Se-
curity Forces.

In 2004, the Iraqgi Security Forces be-
gan rebuilding from the ground up. In
the past six years, they improved their
skills through constant training and
became a capable force, recognized
and trusted by the vast maijority of the
citizens of Iraq. The seamless security
provided at approximately 11,000 na-
tionwide polling sites on Election Day
in March was a powerful example of
how far the security forces have come.
More than 62 percent of the population
defied al Qaida threats and came out
to vote.

Building an effective security force is
difficult work even under ideal condi-
tions. It is especially difficult to do so

under combat conditions. While it is
easy to simply hire recruits, arm them,
and put them on the streets, it takes
time, training and modern equipment
to make them an effective force. Yet
the Iraqi Security Ministries have done
just that—built effective and profes-
sional forces while engaged in combat.

The Defense Ministry has built an
army, navy and air force that are de-
veloping the conventional defensive
capabilities needed for regional stabil-
ity after December 2011. More than
250,000 patriots have joined these
military services to ensure Iraq’s sov-
ereignty is respected in the years to
come.

The Interior Ministry is adopting
modern business practices to manage
its more than 400,000 - member net-
work of police, civil defense and judi-
cial agencies. Local police are in the
communities protecting the people, re-
solving issues at their source, while the
federal police are targeting gangs and
terrorists across the country. These
brave men and women from all parts
of Iraqi society live with the threat of
deadly attacks every day. However,
city by city, they are reclaiming their
rightful role, protecting citizens from
terrorist threats inside the country.

Similarly, the forces of the Counter-

Terrorism Service are conducting mis-
sions to protect the citizens from harm.
These highly skilled officers are taking
apart the terrorist networks here, link
by link. They are a powerful deterrent
to any individual or group who threat-
ens the security and safety of the peo-
ple of Iraq.

The lIraqgi Security Forces—forces
of the Interior Ministry, the Defense
Ministry, and the Counter-Terrorism
Service—are learning to fight as an
integrated team, a team undivided by
sectarian ideology—united by a com-
mon threat, a desire to rebuild Iraq af-
ter decades of neglect and war, and a
growing sense of national pride.

It has been a little more than a year
since the Iraqi Security Forces took
sole responsibility for securing the na-
tion’s cities. In that short time, they
have made remarkable progress and
have provided the security that is the
foundation of any stable society. This
security allows the Iraqgi people to con-
tinue to chart their own future...one
that will be as bright and prosperous
as they make it.

Lt. Gen. Michael D. Barbero is the
deputy commanding general for Advis-
ing and Training, United States Forc-
es Iraq and the commander of NATO
Training Mission-Iraq.
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Elite troops see base improvements

If  Hollywood ever
makes a movie about
Special Forces in Iraq,
the commander* at Fire-
base Morehead could
play himself. Wearing
dark sunglasses and hair
a little longer than most
Soldiers, he speaks as if
he doesn’t have enough
time to say everything he
wants to say.

“Our mission is to train
and advise the ISOF
[Iraqi Special Operations

Forces] 8th Regional
Commando Battalion,”
he said. “And the 8th’'s

mission is to target any
terrorist network in the
Diyala Province.”

With words flowing as
fast as rounds from an
automatic weapon,
he describes
a typical
mission.

“We
usu-
ally roll
out at

night--

ISOF in

the lead, ac-
companied by
American  advi-

sors,” he said. “We \"'*x.

detain individuals who
have been warranted,
gather Intel at the site
and disseminate the in-
formation we find. Mis-
sion dependent, we also
do air assaults.”

Living conditions for
the Iragi soldiers at the

forward operating base
are rough. But that is
about to change. A new
base with climate-con-
trolled barracks, a dining
facility, motor

pool and
medical
clinic 4
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scheduled to be ready
within a few months.
“The Iraqi Special
Forces here are going to
get everything they need
to have a self-con-
. tained, SF camp,”
said U.S. Army
Brig. Gen.
Patrick Hig-
gins, com-
mander of
W Joint Forc-
.| €s Spe-
cial Op-
erations
Compo-
, nent Com-
/‘ mand — Iraq.
-, “This is go-
. ing to be a new,
clean, modern
base that
. will

%

.
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\\is already pretty fo-
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raise morale consider-
ably.”

There is a reason be-
hind the big investment.

“‘Diyala is strategic,
key terrain,” Higgins
said. “There are numer-

ous bad actors operating
here.”

As the U.S. command-
er at Fire Base More-
head sees it, sustaining
pressure on terrorist net-
works is the key to the fu-
ture-- one of the reasons
the new FOB at Diyala is
so important.

“What you see here
is a huge improvement
from what they’re operat-
ing out of now,” said Hig-
gins. “This place is going
to allow them to be more
focused on their mis-
sions.”

Judging by comments
from their American SF
counterparts, ISOF

15} cused.

: “The strength of
ISOF is close-
quarters battle,”
said a U.S. SF
" advisor*. “They
are very profi-
cient in

mounted operations, and
they can take down an
objective as well as any
American unit I've been
with.”

Higgins, whose army
career has spanned 30
years, spoke without
hesitation about Iraqg’s
Special Forces. “ISOF is
the most effective unit in
the Iraqi Army. They’re
very good at close-
quarters combat and di-
rect action. And they've
proven again and again
their ability to plan and
execute missions.”

There are many un-
certainties about the
way ahead in Iraq, but
one thing is certain: the
enduring relationship
between U.S. and lraqi
Special Forces.

“The bond between
ISOF and ODAs [Op-
erational  Detachment
Alpha] sounds cliché,
but it's true,” said the
U.S. commander at FB
Morehead. “We train to-
gether; we fight together;
we’re brothers. We have
that kind of relationship.
It doesn’t matter if you're
wearing the American
flag or the lIraqi flag.
We’re working through
this together.”

Story & photo by U.S. Army
Lt. Col. Terry Conder,
Joint Forces Special Op-

erations Component
Command - lIraq
Public Affairs Officer

*U.S. and Iraqi Spe-
cial Forces Soldiers’
names are with-
held for opera-
tional security
purposes.



River Police rise above sectarian harriers

finding the unconscious man could be a
coordinated dance of instinct and luck.

Shivan, a staff sergeant from Duhuk,
Kurdistan, used all of the skills he gained
while training at the Baghdad River Police
Training Center to locate and maneuver
the limp body of the man to the riverbank.

This demonstration was part of a gradu-
ation ceremony for the most recent stu-
dents of the Waterborne Operations and
the Dive Search and Recovery courses at
the BRPC June 6.

The students, both Arabs and Kurds
from various locations in Iraq, have
returned to their provincial police units to
help combat insurgent and other criminal
activities.

“There is no difference between Arabs,
Kurds, Shi’a, Sunni -- we are all Iraqis.
We all want to protect our country,” said
Shivan. He hopes the Kurdistan Regional

Government will continue to support this
type of training by sending more students
to future courses.

Students enrolled in the 12-week Dive
SAR course learned advanced diving
skills and performed search and recovery
operations in the black water conditions
presented by the Tigris River. Nearly half
of the graduates are from Kurdistan.

“The most important part about this cen-
ter is that it is the only one in the whole
of Iraq that receives people from all over
Iraq,” said Iraqi 2nd Lt. Baha Mahmud
Salim. “We don't distinguish between Arab
and Kurd. We are all Iraqis,” said Baha,
who like Shivan was in the Fire Rescue
Police before becoming a diver. “The
most important part is now | have brothers
from Kurdistan, from Anbar, from all over
Iraq.”

In the eight-week Waterborne Opera-
tions Class for inexperienced boaters,
students learn the basic concepts of wa-
terborne operations and perform practical

exercises on boat operations and conduct
hands-on training such as driving a boat,
performing maneuvers and conducting
insertions and extractions.

U.S. Coast Guard Adm. Charles Ray,
the Iraq Training Assistance Mission Min-
istry of Interior commander, congratulated
students as Brig. Gen. Sabah, the BRPC
commander handed them their diplomas.

Ray told Sabah that USF-I was happy to
support the BRPC. “It's important for the
safety and security of the Iraqi people,”
he said. “The key is the leadership you
are providing for the officers who return to
their provincial governments and continue
to train the next generation of Iraqi police
officers.”

Story and photos by U.S. Army 1st Lt. Ol-
ivia Cobiskey, United States Forces — Iraq,
Deputy Commanding General (Advising
and Training) Public Affairs
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Advisor course covers it all

A common national bond as the
foundation for a state structure
seems to be in contradiction to
Islam, Dr. Adel Hansen, an advisor
with the Iraq Training and Advising
Mission, told the nearly 50 people
assembled for the Advisor Training
course June Tribal, ethnic and reli-
gious affiliations have a stronger pull
for people than nationalism.

This manifests itself in the unique
way that Iraqis do business — where-
in the importance of family and
friends is pervasive throughout the
culture.

they get enough information so they
can be more helpful to their counter-
parts.”

It's a goal appreciated not only
by the U.S. contractors and service

members but by the linguists as well.

Leedoosh Nersesian, a U.S. Army
translator for ITAM Intelligence,
moved to the U.S. as a young girl.
Now, 35 years later, she’s learning
about how to do business in Iraq as
an adult.

Nersesian said she wants to help
her Iraqi counterparts be indepen-
dent and to help them understand

for ground troops.

“Before, everyone was working
toward a show of force; this deploy-
ment is more about the transition --
everyone is working toward sustain-
ment,” Thompson said.

One of the key lessons to learn,
said Pinchin, is that “we may give
advice and they may not accept it.”
It's a hard lesson to learn; however,
once their Iraqi counterparts make a
decision, the advisors should sup-
port it and help their counterparts be
as successful as possible.

Hansen said in
order to under-
stand this, advi-
sors must appreci-
ate the history of
Iraq.

“Historically,
there are events
in Iraq that have
affected their way
of life,” Hansen
said. “Democracy ¥
is not yet deeply
rooted in Iraqi his-
tory. That’s why
we [teach this
course] to help
them understand
that democracy is
taking small steps
here.”

History is only one area students
explore in the course that provides
advisors for ITAM and Iraq Security
Assistance Mission with some tools
for their new roles as mentors in
Iraq.

“We want to give them a flavor for
the language, culture and customs
they are going to encounter,” said
Donald Pinchin, deputy chief for the
School of the Advisor. “Hopefully,
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) .
that the time has come for them to
become self sufficient.

For U.S. Air Force Capt. David
Thompson, an ITAM Intel advisor for
MoD and Mol, the language training
was the most helpful.

Thompson said learning the lan-
guage, even just basic pleasantries,
is a big step forward.

Thompson said this deployment
is very different from his last one in
2007, when he provided air support
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“The Iraqis decide; we advise. If
the advisors grasp that one concept,
they will be much more successful,”
Pinchin said.

Story and photo by U.S. Army 1st Lt.
Olivia Cobiskey

Photo: U.S. Air Force Capt. David
Thompson, an ITAM Intel advisor for
MoD and Mol, practices basic greet-
ings in Arabic with Leedoosh Nerse-
sian, a U.S. Army translator.
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Developing doctrine in the new Iragi armed forces

Military doctrine is not the work of scien-
tists or magicians. Senior Iraqgi military and
Defense civilians alongside their mentors
and advisors at all levels play a key role in
the doctrinal development process.

Doctrine is authoritative but it requires
judgement in its application. It draws on
the lessons learned from operations and
training to give it relevance and coherence.
Iraqgi Staff Maj. Gen. Samer Mahde Basha,
Director of the Basic and Tactical Training
Directorate, recently said this more direct-
ly, “Good doctrine is written with the blood
of the Army.”

Gen. Babakir Zebari, Iragi Joint Forces
Chief of Staff, said the Iragi Armed Forces
have “many doctrinal publications dating
back to the 1960s — some of which were
adopted when different countries had part-
nerships with the Iraqis.”

“Our doctrine needs to be updated as
our force structures are evolving and ca-
pabilities are being developed to meet the
future needs of the Iragi Armed Forces. It
must be based on the principles and stan-
dards of democratic countries, which stand
for human rights and uphold the rule of
law,” he said.

One recent example of the effectiveness
of updating doctrine comes from NATO. A
high percentage of British soldiers were

being injured by IED attacks. Using les-
sons learned, the British Army reviewed
its pre-deployment training package and
adapted it to provide more focused coun-
ter-IED training, improving their tactics,
techniques and procedures to fit the cur-
rent situation. By creating new doctrine,
they were able to reduce British casualties
and save lives.

Now, as the Iragi Armed Forces prepare
to transition from focusing on internal se-
curity to developing conventional defen-
sive capabilities the Iraqgi military and its
counterparts are looking at past experi-
ences, coupled with current policies and
practices, to develop doctrine.

As the development process unfolds,
original ideas and views from all stake-
holders will be taken into account to create
coherent and unified Iraqi military doctrine.

The combined efforts of the Iragi Armed
Forces, United States Forces and the
NATO Training Mission in Iraq will enable
Iraq to develop its military doctrine to meet
the needs of the next decade and beyond.
As part of the process, a doctrine confer-
ence is planned for August for senior Iraqi
military personnel, their mentors and train-
ers. The aim will be to discuss current
doctrine and prioritize future development
of doctrine products.

Iraq’s Deputy Chief of Staff for Train-
ing, Staff Lt. Gen. Hussain Jasim Dohi,
expressed the importance of teamwork in
this effort. Hussain said he was “ready to
cooperate” with the proposed Iraqgi doctrine
development initiative and that he looks
forward to “working together with the U.S.
and NTM-I to develop new Iraqgi doctrine.”

In the last half of 2010, a team of profes-
sional doctrine authors will visit Irag. Their
task will be to assist the Iraqi Armed Forc-
es to develop their doctrine writing capac-
ity, to revise outdated manuals and craft
new doctrine to enhance Irag’s operational
capability and provide consistency across
the training establishments.

Story by British Army Lt. Col. John Caiger
and British Army Maj. Sam Stuthridge,
Doctrine Coordinators, NATO Training
Mission-Iraq, GBR Army

Photo: British Army Maj. Sam Stuthridge,
Iraqi Army Staff Col. Rafia, Iraqi Army Staff
Brig. Gen. Sadeq and Lt. Col. John Craiger
review new manuals prior to distribution to
Iraqi military training establishments and
the Iraqi Ground Force Command. (Photo
by British Army Maj. Tom Mouat, NATO
Training Mission-Iraq, GBR Army)
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Iraqi
Soldiers §

chemical
munitions

The locals called it in.

An lIraqi Explosive Ordnance Dis-
posal soldier moved slowly among the
trash toward the artillery round. He
pushed aside the empty plastic water
bottles, kneeled down and inspected
the discarded round.

The soldier, with the Iragi Army
Chemical Defense Company, was from
one of two platoons of soldiers who
performed weapons of mass destruc-
tion removal training.

“It is exciting to see how far our pla-
toon has come along in the past few
months,” said Iraqi Army Sgt. 1st Class
Adnan Abdul-Zahraa Jewad, platoon
sergeant for 1st Platoon. “There have
been times it has been very difficult,
but we are making it.”

During two scenarios, one in an
abandoned building, and another out-
side, soldiers remove old chemical
rounds that have been unearthed by
Iraqi citizens.

Once the Iragi EOD soldiers render
the round safe, the CDC soldiers plug
and cover the leaks with plaster (the
type used to set a broken arm) to pre-
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vent it from leaking or releasing vapors,
said U.S. Army Capt. Clifford D. Lat-
ting, 1A Chemical Senior Advisor.

It took nine months of rigorous train-
ing to get the IA’'s only CDC become
technically proficient, said Iragi Army
Pvt. Haider Kareem Deshar.

“The training has been hard at times,
but it has been fun,” Deshar said.

The instructors recognize the ben-
efits and challenges of the training as
well.

“Training the IA EOD Tech Escort
soldiers is very rewarding and it is
also exciting to see their skills develop
throughout the training,” said U.S. Army
EOD Tech, Sgt. Peter Fields, from the
22nd Chemical Battalion and an EOD
trainer for CRT-2.

According to a 2009 UNICEF/United
Nations Development Programme re-
port, there are no reliable nation-wide
figures for the number of unexploded
ordnance that litter Irag’s landscape.

However, numerous Iragi pre-1991
Gulf War chemical munitions have
been discovered in Iraq since 2004,
Latting said.

According to a statement released by
the U.S. House Of Representatives in
June 2006, U.S. forces have recovered
approximately 500 weapons and muni-
tions which contain degraded mustard
or sarin nerve agent. Despite many ef-
forts to locate and destroy Iraq’s pre-
Gulf War chemical munitions, they still
exist.

“[U.S.] forces from the 22nd Chemi-
cal Battalion [are] currently training
the CDC on the elimination process of
chemical munitions,” said Latting. The
CDC'’s efforts contribute to the mission
of providing a safe future for Iraqi citi-
zens.

The CDC will only be alerted if chemi-
cals are suspected or discovered. Once
the munitions have been stabilized, the
Ministries of Defense, Interior, Science
Technology and the Irag National Moni-
tor Directorate decide where the muni-
tions go next.

Story and photo by U.S. Army 1st Lt. Olivia
Cobiskey, U.S. Army Capt. Clifford D. Lat-
ting and Air Force Senior Master Sgt. Hec-
tor F. Andrade, United States Forces — Iraq,
Deputy Commanding General (Advising
and Training)



Iraqis train to protect sensitive information

Iraq is a little more secure today as
four graduates of the Iraq Training and
Advisory Mission — Intelligence Transi-
tion Team intelligence course add their
eyes, ears and new skills to the fight.

ITAM-ITT designed the course to
help new recruits at the Baghdad Po-
lice College learn an improved way to
gather and share information between
different agencies.

“The ultimate goal of the Iraqgi Na-
tional Intelligence Model (INIM) is to
enhance Iragi confidence in their po-
lice,” said U.S. Army Col. R. Twitchell,
director of TQI-TT, who presented cer-
tificates to the graduates.

Twitchell called the training ground-
breaking.

“The Iraqi National Intelligence Mod-
el is new,” said Twitchell, who helped
introduce intelligence training to the

Ministry of Defense takes control ;
of key database system '

Representatives from United
States Forces — Iraq transferred the
Iragi Asset Management Program
database system to Iraqi Ministry of
Defense Chief of Information Officer,
Dr. Ali Taresh,in Baghdad June 21.

The IAMP database system is
the principle reporting tool used
to monitor and report the procure-
ment, maintenance, distribution, and
replacement of materiel for the Iraqi
Army.

“MoD is the first ministry to have
the capability to control and fore-
cast its spending on equipment — it
is good for Iraq,” Taresh said. “The
IAMP also allows the MoD to predict
the future needs of the Iraqgi Army.”

The ministry has developed similar
systems for other departments such
as Human Resources and payroll,
and is mentoring them on their use.

“This is part of the ministry’s policy
of transparency,” said Taresh. “It

Baghdad Police College. “Having the
capacity to make every police officer
or patrolman a donor to the corporate
police knowledge will, undoubtedly,
contribute to the future enhancement
of Iraqi policing and public safety.”

During basic training, recruit-level
students spend 40 hours in the ITAM -
ITT classroom.

It took more than six months for the
Intelligence Training Team to develop,
design, and create the Iraqgi National In-
telligence Model (INIM). Three months
later, the ITT staff was confident the
course was ready, said Naiem Guir-
guis, the Arabic linguist responsible for
the bulk of the material translations.

‘I am introducing a complete Iraqi
National Intelligence System that will
assist the building of relationships,
partnerships and information-sharing

protocols between law and non law-en-
forcement agencies,” said Tim Niven,
a retired British Police Criminal Intel-
ligence Consultant and the creator of
INIM.

Based on INIM’s success, more
courses are being planned, said U.S.
Army Capt. Jackson Drumgoole, the
ITT leader who helped develop the
training program. Each course will be
tailored to suit the requirements of the
organization,” Drumgoole said. “Other
courses will be focused on the devel-
opment of the management skills re-
quired to run an efficient intelligence
unit.”

Story by U.S. Army 1st Lt. Olivia Cobiskey,
United States Forces — Iraq, Deputy
Commanding General (Advising and
Training) Public Affairs

gives the ministry
the capability to
be accountable to
the lraqi people.”

This transfer
has both opera-
tional and sym- |
bolic significance,
said U.S. Navy
Cmdr. Stephany
Hartstirn, Director
of the J-4 For-
ward/lraq Securi-
ty Forces Lo-
gistics Program
Development for USF-I. “The MoD
now has the capability to tailor this
system to their specific operational
needs. This illustrates the transfer
of ownership of the IAMP database
program,” she added. “The CIO now
has all required components — serv-
ers and program source codes -- to
effectively operate and maintain the
IAMP Database.”

Story and photo by U.S. Army 1st Lt.
Olivia Cobiskey, United States Forces
— Iraq, Deputy Commanding General
(Advising and Training)

Photo: U.S. Navy Cmdr. Stephany
Hartstirn, poses with Dr. Ali Taresh after
transferring the Iraqi Asset Management
Program database system to the Ministry
of Defense.
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As dawn breaks, Iraqgi Army tank crewmen fire M1A1 Abrams tanks during their first live gunnery familiarization exercise
at the Besmaya Combat Training Center June 14. (U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Amy McLaughlin, United States Forces
— Iraq, Deputy Commanding General (Advising and Training) Public Affairs)
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