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Deputy Commander’s
Corner

Along with most of you, | have been
watching the ongoing political develop-
ments in Iraq closely, but what I've been
watching even more closely are the grow-
ing capabilities of the Iraqi Security Forces.
After seven years of hard and dangerous
work, and the certification of the election
results, the ISF is ready to take on full re-
sponsibility for the internal security of Iraq.
Although there continue to be random high
profile attacks, the overall violence trends
remain encouraging with incidents down
more than 90% since the height of the
U.S.-led surge and down about 50% since
the ISF took over security responsibility for
the cities last June.

On Sept. 1, 2010, Operation Iraqi Free-
dom will become Operation New Dawn.
By that time U.S. forces will be reduced to
50,000 but it's important to understand that
this does not signify any reduction in U.S.
commitment to the people of Iraq. Rather,
it signifies the readiness of the ISF to take
on the full breadth of the internal security
mission here. As U.S. forces across the
country transition from combat operations
to advising and assisting, the importance
of continued training and professionaliza-
tion of the ISF will truly come into focus.

Iraq’s security forces today are better
than ever. In fact almost eight out of 10
Iragis have expressed confidence in their
ability to do their job, but plenty of hard
work remains to ensure the enduring insti-
tutional systems and practices are firmly in
place to sustain them.

The Ministry of the Interior has fielded a
force of more than 410,000 police across
the country, which requires a tremendous
logistical effort to sustain operations. In
July, the warehouse through which most of
those supplies flow began to be managed
by the Iraqis. This is truly a significant step
forward as logistics management emerges
as a major focus area in the coming months
for both security ministries.

The goods from this warehouse will out-
fit the 18 Iraqi run police training centers as
well. In these centers, U.S. advisors are
providing training directly in only a few spe-

cialized areas such as forensics, canine
teams, counter-explosives, and criminal
investigations. While strengthening these
skill sets, the Iraqi police are completely in
the lead today protecting the people in the
cities and gathering evidence when crimes
are committed. That evidence goes to one
of six forensics labs, which are operational
now while even more are planned as the
judiciary begins to rely more and more on
hard evidence to convict criminals.

The Defense Ministry has put more
than 245,000 personnel in uniform and
has managed to build the world’s fastest-
growing Army, Navy, and Air Force. They
are honing the skills needed to protect the
sovereignty of Iraq and help maintain re-
gional stability after December 2011. The
Army has the most capable counter insur-
gency force in the region and is preparing
to transition to building more conventional
defensive capabilities. The first of 140 M-1
tanks will begin rolling in this summer as
the Iraqi tank crews prepare to man them.
Actively training at 11 Iraqgi-run training
centers across the country in unprecedent-
ed numbers, the Army is working on spe-
cialized individual skills and preparing for
a large joint training exercise planned for
April 2011.

The Air Force now operates more than
100 aircraft, has nearly doubled in per-
sonnel in the past year and is set to grow
to 10,000 airmen. lIraq is training its own
helicopter pilots and is building a cadre of
fixed wing trainers who will help provide a
steady flow of skilled flyers to defend Iraqg’s
skies well into the next decade. On elec-
tion day, the Air Force flew more than 120
sorties, providing intelligence, surveillance
and reconnaissance with real time down-
links to national command centers. They
also provided essential airlift and battle-
field mobility.

The Iraqi Navy is also growing in size
and capabilities. They possess more than
50 vessels, used to protect off shore oil in-
frastructure, territorial waters and the com-
mercial ports. The navy now conducts 50
patrols a month in this mission, a 300%
increase in patrols from this time last year.

They have been fully responsible for secur-
ing one of the two critical oil platforms for
over six months. Additionally, the first of 15
new US-built patrol boats are scheduled
to arrive later this summer and the second
group of 50 Iraqi sailors will soon be train-
ing in Louisiana.

Iraqi counterterrorism forces are now
very experienced and effective as they
run both independent and joint operations
maintaining pressure on violent extremists
in Iraq.

So | have no doubt that the ISF are ready
to take on the mission September 1 and
to successfully take the first steps toward
what will indeed be a new dawn for the
people of Iraq. The six U.S. advise and as-
sist brigades will be working at the tactical
and unit level while we at A&T will continue
to assist at the ministerial and strategic
level. We will remain partnered every step
of the way as the ISF continue to develop
and build their skills until December 2011.

With only 16 more months remaining,
our work must take on a renewed urgency.
In tactical terms, we are in “the last 100
meters.” This is the most critical part of
the mission, the point when a commander
brings all of his resources together to close
with and achieve his objective. | believe
we are at this point now — in the last 100
meters of this critical mission.

Lt. Gen. Michael D. Barbero is the dep-
uty commanding general for Advising and
Training, United States Forces Iraq and
the commander of NATO Training Mission-
Iraq.

The Advisor « August 2010 3



National Defense University conducts
first crisis management exercise

The room was stifling and crowded. Men
smoked, shuffled papers, argued. Their
country was on the verge of becoming a
failed state and they had five days to ad-
dress the increased insecurity and growing
insurgency before their country disintegrat-
ed into civil war.

This scene is not uncommon - only the
language and the room change. For these
men, however, the country is ficticious and
the issues are part of a Crisis Management
Exercise at the Iragi National Defense Uni-
versity.

The exercise is set on a fictional island in
the middle of the Atlantic Ocean, said U.S.
Marine Col. Sandy Guptill, director of the
NATO Regional Cooperation Course.

“NATO typically takes this kind of ap-
proach in order to not offend nations or
to have participants get too entrenched in
sensitive national issues,” Guptill told the
students. “However, the issues on this is-
land are very real. There are problems in-
volving security, economy, governance and
corruption, border security and many more
issues.”

The aim of the exercise, which ran from
July 25 - 29, was to provide a practical ex-
ercise to confirm and reinforce an under-
standing of the strategic issues that impact
effective governance, inter-departmental
operations, internal security and the provi-
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sion of essential services.

A team of three instructors from the
NATO Defense College in Rome, Advisors
from NATO Training Mission — Iraq Officer
Education and Training Advisory Branch,
two U.N. Liaison Officers and staff from the
National Defense University — Iraq com-
prised the Directing Staff. Their role was to
help students define the nature of the prob-
lem and decide on a sustainable solution,
to provide recommended objectives in the
security, economy, governance and society
arenas, and to identify which national and
international entities might help achieve a
solution.

“There are no right or wrong answers”,
Guptill told the students. The 19 students —
one military and 18 civilian — have worked
together for a year and are scheduled to
graduate in September.

Jamil Othman Abdulhadi-abdulhadi, a
General Director at the Kurdish Regional
Government Defense Ministry, said the
class has given him the self-confidence
he’ll need to express his opinion during a
crisis. The exercise also highlighted many
of the issues facing Iraq today.

“The Iraqi constitution is very clear. It
deals with everything-- it gives opportuni-
ties to all the people inside Iraq, regardless
of ethnicity or religion,” said Abdulhadi.

“It was the same with the country of Ra-

leigh”, he said. “We learned from this ex-
ercise that if we don’t implement the con-
stitution we will have many of the same
problems in Raleigh.”

The fictitious country of Raleigh is
plagued by piracy, sabotage, civil disorder
as the poverty gap between the north and
south continues to grow.

One of the suggestions to alleviate the
north’s growing feelings of inequity in Ra-
leigh was to develop strong and profes-
sional national armed forces.

Dr. Florence Gaub, an expert on Arab
military society, agreed that multi-ethnic
and religious units will work as a bonding
agent and help solidify a national iden-
tity, regardless of whether it's the fictitious
country of Raleigh or Iraq.

“This is the direction both NTM-I and
USF-I (Advising and Training) efforts are
going into,” Gaub said. “By building a
strong Iraqgi military, we build a strong Iraq;
which in turn, overcomes its sectarian divi-
sions, helping stabilize the region.”

“The five-day exercise provided a key
opportunity to consolidate learning from
the various topics taught during the course
and achieve the long-term goal of training
the staff how to manage and run similar ex-
ercises,” said British Brig. Gen. John Woot-
ton, Chief of the Training Education and
Doctrine Advisory Division of NTM-I.

“The exercise is a vehicle for increas-
ing a broader view of complex situations
and problems that will benefit the senior
officials of the government of Iraq and the
KRG,” Wootton said. “We want them to be
self-supporting and self-sustaining. Every-
thing we do is to develop the capability and
capacity for them to run and develop the
training. Part of that is the ability to critically
analyze the course through internal and
external validation of the course work.”

Story by U.S. Army 1st Lt. Olivia Cobiskey, Unit-
ed States Forces - Iraq, Deputy Commanding
General (Advising and Training) Public Affairs

Photo: Dr. Florence Gaub, Middle East Faculty
of the NATO Defense College - Rome, facili-
tating discussion with students during the Cri-
sis Management Exercise held at the National
Defense College - Iraq July 25-29. (Photo by
U.K. Army Maj Tom Mouat, Officer and Educa-
tion Training and Advisory Branch Military Acad-
emies Coordinator)



NATO facilitates US, Iraqi
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Iragi Army Maj. Gen. Zeyad Mahmood,
Iragi War College staff commandant,
recently made his first visit to the U.S.
Army War College in Carlisle, Pa., as
part of our out-of-country cross-cultural
training program.

Out-of-country visits help Iragi military
achieve their goal of building endur-
ing relationships using a cross-cultural
exchange of experiences and ideas.

NTM-I facilitated Zeyad'’s trip to the
Army War College, where he was able
to share his own military experiences
with his U.S. counterparts and spend
valuable time with the Army War Col-
lege faculty.

At the school, Zeyad spoke to the fac-
ulty and students about his experiences
in Irag. He was also able to spend
time listening to faculty discussions on
education management systems and
look at ways of importing the Army War
College’s successes into the Iraqgi War
College system.

The Army War College’s library in-
spired Zeyad. “This is the beating heart
of education,” he said. “This is where
the knowledge is stored, where people
are learning. How can we get the
American books and publications to the
Baghdad War College, translate it into
Arabic and expand the Iraqis’ vision of
the world? That is one thing | would like

to work on.’

The Iragi War

‘| College, reestab-
lished in 2009,
plays a key role
in Iraqi secu-

| rity by providing
operational and
strategic level
military education
for eligible officers
destined for pro-
motion to senior
level appoint-
ments in the Iraqi
Armed Forces
and Ministries.

Zeyad said his
visit to the Army
War College was a great success and
the two colleges can now further de-
velop interfaculty relations.

Tre Iraqi War College faculty welcomed
a four-member team from the U.S. Army
War College teaching staff here July 12.

The weeklong visit, sponsored by Unit-
ed States Forces — Iraq, Deputy Com-
manding General, Advising and Training
and NATO Training Mission-Iraq, fea-
tured the U.S. instructors sharing their
expertise in the fields of military history,
strategic studies and ethics, operational
studies and educational technology with
their Iraqi counterparts.

The two military colleges, which are
considered gateways for officers des-
tined for senior positions, are seek-
ing to build a mutually supporting and
enduring relationship that will continue
beyond 2011.

“Professional educational relationships
grow over time and this allows senior
military personnel to better see through
the eyes of others. The U.S. team
came a long way to help, did a fantastic
job and this is a great start,” said British
Lt. Col. Matthew Sharp, Iraq War Col-
lege advisor for NTM-I.

Iraqi Army Staff Brig. Gen. Jabbar Nai-
ma Karam, Iraqi War College director
of operational studies is a graduate of

ional partnership

the U.S. Army War College and under-
stands the importance of sharing ideas
and building enduring relationships.
“This visit is an excellent opportunity for
our staff to learn how our sister college
is educating its future leaders and look
at how we can incorporate these ideas
for our professional culture,” he said.

During one of his briefings, Dr. Thomas
McManus, U.S. Army War College
director of educational technology,
explained the importance of using all
educational technologies in the class-
room setting. McManus recognized that
although Iraqg may not have all the latest
classroom technologies, Iraqi educa-
tors can still effectively use their current
tools as they pave the way for future
technological advancements. “We
can assist them in targeting their own
needs,” said McManus, “This is just the
beginning--we look forward to creating a
long-lasting relationship.”

Story by Jennifer Hunnicutt, Joint Forces Com-
mand Naples and U.S. Army Capt. Shannon
Frank, United States Forces - Iraq, Deputy
Commanding General (Advising and Training)
Public Affairs

Photo by Scott Finger, U.S. Army War College
Public Affairs

NTM-I has been training, mentoring and ad-
vising officers in the Iraqi security forces since
2004, in order to help the government of Iraq
resume its important place in the international
community and to improve the security of all
Iraqi people with democratic security forces.

NTM-I officers also provide mentoring and
advice to the Prime Minister’s National Opera-
tions Centre, the Iraqi Ministry of Interior Com-
mand Centre and the Iraqi Ministry of Defence
Joint Operations Centre.
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Iraqis launch patrol boat training in U.S.

Through a partnership with the U.S.
Navy and U.S. industry to help bolster
Iraq’s maritime security, the first group of
50 Iragi Sailors completed training at the
Swiftships Shipbuilding facility in Morgan
City, La., July 16.

The Iraq government is preparing to take
possession of 15 35-meter patrol boats.
The sailors arrived for training in mid-April
and learned to operate, maintain and de-
ploy their newly purchased 15-man PBs.

Prior to graduating, the students com-
pleted a 90-day blended training program
consisting of instructor-led classroom train-
ing, integrated scenario-based simulator
training and under-
way familiarization
aboard a 35-meter
PB.

“We didn't come
up with a blended
solution by acci-
dent,” said Rear
Adm. Jeffery Jones,
director of the Coali-
tion Naval Advisory
Transition Team
Mission. “The Navy
has been studying
blended training for
several years. We
used to teach us-
ing a lot of Power
Point presentations
and reading. | call
it knowledge by ab-
sorption. We discov-
ered it isn’t the most
effective  way to
train. Today we use
a balanced blend of
classroom, simula-
tor and hands-on training.”

Classroom instruction includes core
fundamentals, boat systems, navigation
and integrated watch standing. Interpret-
ers help to alleviate any language barri-
ers. Three simulators and two trainers re-
enforce the classroom instruction through
hands-on experience and provide the crew
with basic shiphandling skills.

“The Iraqgi sailors receive the identical
type of training that a U.S. Navy Sailor
would receive, including the nuts and bolts
of how to maintain and operate a 35-me-
ter boat,” said Chris Meyers, an instructor.
“When they arrived, they had never seen or

6 The Advisor * August 2010

been on the boat. By the time they leave,
the aim is for them to go back to Iraq, take
over the boat and go into full operations”

The full mission bridge, engine room
control and 50 mm gun fire control simu-
lators replicate the PB shipboard systems,
while the firefighting and small arms train-
ers teach the sailors basic shipboard skill
requirements.

The integrated training incorporates mul-
tiple simulators to provide realistic under-
way scenarios and helps to further develop
the crew’s proficiency aboard the boat.

“The patrol boat was built in consideration
of the type of waterways, the oil platforms

A review of the curriculum led by Jones
concluded June 17. Jones met with staff
members from Naval Education and Train-
ing Security Assistance Field Activity, the
Iraq Security Assistance Mission, Naval Air
Warfare Center Training Systems Division,
Navy International Program Office and Na-
val Sea Systems Command, Swiftships
Shipbuilding and Iragi navy senior officers.

They evaluated the mid-term of the first
training class including the curriculum and
how it supports the core training required
to operate and employ the new boats.

“The Iraqi sailors are very professional.
Some have maritime experience, either
commercial or in

and close in support and security require-
ments of the Iraqgi forces,” said Capt. Ed
Turner, commanding officer, Naval Educa-
tion and Training Security Assistance Field
Activity. “It's the right size to support the
river security and big enough to go out and
provide protection for their oil platforms in
the Persian Gulf.”

The capstone event is the underway fa-
miliarization portion of the training, which
consists of 32 hours of at-sea shipboard
training. This period is intended to build
on the knowledge and skills gained in the
classroom and on the simulators. It focuses
on the ship’s operations, damage control
and ridged-hull inflatable boat operations.

the Iragi navy, while
some are new to be-
ing Sailors but have
the aptitude to be
good enough to come
over with the first
group of top-notch
Sailors,” said Turner.
“They are profes-
sional, motivated and
learn very quickly.”

The training also
supports the evolv-
ing state of continual
maritime  readiness
across the globe by
the U.S. Navy and
its international part-
ners.

“Our  partnership
with the Iraqi navy is
critical,” said Jones.
“They are a vital part
of their national se-
curity. We're training
them to protect their economy, which is de-
pendent on their waterways.

“The Maritime Strategy piece of building
cooperative partners isn’t just in lraq, but
throughout the Arabian Gulf,” said Jones.
“If we don’t build on a partner’s capacity,
and they’re one of our coalition partners, it
will require more of our assets to support
them if they’re not as strong as they need
to be to protect their water ways.”

According to Turner, the training enables
the successful execution of the Maritime
Strategy.

“The desired effect of the training is to
support the building of Irag’s maritime ca-



pability, its capacity as a U.S. partner
to help support the Maritime Strate-
gy, and is designed to foster partner-
ships and relationships well into the
21st century.”

The course isn’t taught entirely at
the training village. Aside from the
classroom, simulator training and un-
derway familiarization, the students
are given the opportunity to learn
more about the U.S. and the Ameri-
can way of life by taking field trips to
local museums, restaurants, sport
venues and other cultural spots.

“We have what is known as the
field studies program. Our goal is
to not only provide the best profes-
sional maritime training in the world,
but we also want to expose them to
our culture,” said Turner. “It provides
an appreciation for their culture and
ours”

The 35-meter PB training program
was developed in coordination with
Naval Education and Training Secu-
rity Assistance Field Activity, the Na-
val Air Warfare Center Training Sys-
tems Division, Naval Sea Systems
Command and Swiftships Shipbuild-

ing.

The latest class of 50 sailors is
scheduled to begin later this sum-
mer.

Story and phots by Steve Vanderwerff,
Naval Education and Training Command
Public Affairs / NNS

Photos:

(Facing page) An lIraqi sailor passes
information to the crew while training
inside a full mission bridge trainer as
part of 90 days of operations and main-
tenance training in Morgan City, La. The
Iraqgi navy is preparing to receive their
first 35-meter patrol boat from a partner-
ship between the U.S. Navy and industry
in August 2010. The training is being co-
ordinated through Naval Education and
Training Security Assistance Field Ac-
tivity, Naval Air Warfare Center Training
Systems Division, Naval Sea Systems
Command, and Swiftships Shipbuilding.

(Above) Rear Adm. Jeffery “Scott”
Jones, director, Coalition Naval Advisory
Transition Team Mission (leff) and Com-
modore Muneer Saddam from the Iraqi
navy, walk alongside the 35-meter patrol
boat that Iraqi sailors are being trained
to operate and maintain. The Iraqi navy
will take possession of the boat in late
summer 2010.

Iraqi Navy purchases patrol
boats, training package

The Iraq Security Assistance Mission serves as advi-
sors to the Government of Iraq in a wide range of areas
to include military capabilities. This partnership resulted
in the first Iragi students traveling to the U.S. for training
in April.

The patrol boat will be used to defend the oil platforms
in the Persian Gulf. Ultimately there are at least two ad-
ditional training sessions in Morgan City, La., for up to 50
Iraqi sailors per session, planned for fiscal years 2010
and 2011.

The Patrol Boats will play a vital role in Irag’s ability
to defend its offshore assets while serving as a visible
deterrent while patrolling the coastline between Kuwait
and Iran.

Six boats are currently under construction, and the
first one tested the waters April 5. This contract is part
of a larger program that also delivers spare parts, guns,
ammunition, training, naval simulators and infrastructure
to the Umm Qasr Naval Base in southern Iraq.

The patrol boats and requisite training were purchased
through the Foreign Military Sales, a program through
which eligible foreign governments may purchase de-
fense articles, services, and training from the U.S. gov-
ernment.

By U.S. Air Force Maj. Alonzo Bray, Foreign Military Sales
Training Officer for Iraq Security Assistance Mission, United
States Forces - Iraq, Deputy Commanding General (Advising and
Training)
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Joint team assesses Iraqi English language training

A joint team from lIraq Training and
Advisory Mission — Ministry of Defense,
Iraq Security Assistance Mission, NATO
Training Mission — Iraq and the Defense
Language Institute conducted an as-
sessment of the overall English training
capabilities in Iraq in June.

The team included the following insti-
tutions in the assessment: the Baghdad
Police College, the Noncommissioned
Officer Academy and the Iraqgi Air Force
in Taji, the Joint Staff and Command Col-
lege and the Iragi Military Academy in
Rustamiyah, the Defense Language In-
stitute — Iraq, the Ministerial Training and
Development Center, the Iraq War Col-
lege, Counter Terrorism Service facilities
and various other IgAF facilities.

“ISAM requested DLI to come and
assess lIraqg’s current English Language
Training Program,” said Maj. Maria
Hatchell, ISAM Security Assistance
Training Officer and International Military
Education and Training program Coordi-
nator for Iraq. “The goal was to evalu-
ate in-country capabilities and help iden-
tify potential enduring training locations.
The International Military Education and
Training program funded the project.”

According to U.S. Air Force Lt. Col.
Christopher Lipnitz, ITAM — Air Force A7

Directorate, the IraqiAir Force,
which has seen a growth of
more than 3,000 personnel
in the past six months, is a
prime example of the need
to increase English language
training in lraq. “The require-
ment for English training is
exploding right now. Every
time we turn around there are
more organizations, weapon
systems or training programs
requesting English language
training,” he said.

ISAM personnel are excit-
ed about the work they are doing with the
Iragis. “It's great to be on a team where
you are really involved, make a lasting
impact, and actually see the end result
as we send people to out of country train-
ing”, said 1st Lt. Vanessa Gomez, ISAM
Training.

Irag’s continued success following
the scheduled 2012 troop withdrawal is
the main objective. “Centralized program
management is key for both the U.S.
and Iraqgis,” said Rhonda Fraser, Chief
of Strategic Development for ITAM-MoD.
“We must address the need for higher
student enrollment throughout Iraq while
building a sustainable long-term pro-

gram by identifying and training qualified
teachers.”

The results of the DLI assessment be-
came available in July. ISAM is sched-
uled to take the lead for the program in
September and continue the partnership
with the Iraqgi Security Ministries initiated
by ITAM-MoD as they transition to the
Office of Security Cooperation in 2011.

Story and photo by Lt. Col. Bonnie Burckel,
Iraq Security Assistance Mission Training
Team, United States Forces — Iraq, Deputy
Commanding General (Advising and Training)

Photo: Iraqi Air Force pilots study English in
the training multimedia English language labo-
ratory at Kirkuk Air Base, Iraq.

Senior Leaders hold first police primacy summit

USF-I and Iraqi Police senior
leaders met July 29 to discuss
the growing role of the Iraqi Po-
lice, who are preparing to even-
tually take on full responsibility
for the internal security of Iraq,
at the first police primacy sum-
mit in Baghdad.

The transition of the inter-
nal security responsibility will
enable the Iragi Army to incre-
mentally pull out of the cities
and return to its conventional
defensive role.

“As the police assume re-
sponsibility for security in the
cities and provinces, the Iraqi
Army will focus on the overall
security of the country,” said
Maj. Gen. Richard J. Rowe Jr.,
the outgoing director of Iraqi
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Training and Advisory Mission.
Rowe, who was responsible
for advising and training lIraqi
police forces over the past year,
said he saw three major areas
of improvement: criminal inves-
tigations procedures, counter
explosive efforts, and effective
ministerial support systems
within the Ministry of Interior.
“With U.S. support, the Min-
istry of Interior has trained and
deployed an additional 100 K-9
explosive detection teams to
the provinces and Baghdad,
increasing this Iragi capacity
to detect and deter explosive
threats by 150 percent. Addi-
tionally, the Iraqi Police Gener-
al Counter-explosive Director-
ate will triple their trained and

equipped explosive ordnance
disposal teams by September,
growing from six at the begin-
ning of the year in Baghdad
to 18 throughout the country,”
Rowe said.

The Iraqi Police also will
double their criminal evidence
laboratories by 2011 from five
to 10, Rowe added. And more
than 75,000 Iraqgi police have
conducted a wide range of
training including computer
skills, advanced criminal inves-
tigative courses, police profes-
sionalization and personal se-
curity detachment training.

“The future is very bright
and | am highly optimistic about
the police role and the security
of Iraq,” said Rowe.

Brig. Gen. Bradley W. May,
incoming director for the Iraq
Training and Advisory Team,
said he can appreciate the
sense of urgency as USF-I ap-
proaches the 2011 deadline.

“I am excited to partner with
the Iraqi police and continue to
work with them to ensure they
have the advice, resources,
and assistance they need to fa-
cilitate their move to the front,”
Bradley said. “The role of the
police will continue to be criti-
cally important.”

Story by U.S. Army 1st Lt. Olivia
Cobiskey, United States Forces —
Iraq, Deputy Commanding General
(Advising and Training) Public Af-
fairs



Fallen heroes honored

BAGHDAD-- An Iragi ceremonial Guard stands at attention during a memorial for the
Mi-17 crew that perished when their helicopter crashed during a combat operation on
July 28. (Photo by U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Daniel W. Symonds, United States Forces —
Iraq, Deputy Commanding General (Advising and Training) Public Affairs)

Iraqis graduate U.S. FBI training program

More than 40 senior and mid-level Iraqi
police officers graduated from the U.S.
Federal Bureau of Investigation’s basic
crime scene investigation training program
here at Joint Security Station Shield July
29.

The police officers learned an array
of crime scene analysis and evidence
processing techniques and procedures,
knowledge desperately needed here in
Iraq, where modern forensic techniques
are just beginning to be used.

“This collaborative effort is of great value
to the various police departments and or-
ganizations,” said Brig. Gen. Ayad Abdul-
razzaq, general inspector/director of inves-
tigation for the Iragi Police. “The combined
U.S. and Iraqi effort is helping us become
a more disciplined and professional orga-
nization,” Abdulrazzaq said.

He lauded the efforts of Supervisor/Spe-
cial Agent Ronald D. Curtis and his team
of FBI agents visiting from the U.S. The
team developed a special bond with the
Iraqgis during the course and according to
Abdulrazzaq they intend to remain in com-
munication.

Among the graduating class were 14
police officers who completed more ad-
vanced “Train the Trainer” studies. This
specialized instruction gives the officers
the skill set to teach their staffs and dis-
seminate knowledge throughout the vari-
ous directorates, noted Curtis. “The pro-
gram is designed to build ongoing liaisons
to further partnerships with Iragis and their
U.S. counterparts,” he said.

The current program’s success has
spurred interest on both sides to continue
studies, and the impact on Iraq and its citi-
zens is invaluable, said Abdulrazzaqg. “The
police officers will solve crimes more effi-
ciently by using scientific techniques to de-
termine the perpetrators rather than relying
solely on testimony,” he added. “This will
help them avoid charging innocent people.
The Americans have our deep gratitude
and we hope to continue this program.”

Story by Leslie Sabbagh, Director, Iraq Train-
ing and Advisory Mission - Ministry of Interior
Public Affairs, United States Forces - Iraq,
Deputy Commanding General (Advising and
Training)

Iraqi Army instructors
get back to basics

TN

Thirty Ministry of Peshmerga and Minis-
ter of Interior soldiers graduated from the
second Basic Combat Instructor course at
the Zeravani Training Center at Benesla-
wa July 8.

The 20-day course was a combination
of classroom instruction and hands-on
practical exercises covering subjects such
as leadership, first aid, land navigation,
marksmanship, security operationsand
physical fitness. Students also received
an overarching class to teach the students
how to take this information to their units
and train junior soldiers.

The 30 soldiers, who came from three
Kurdish provinces and two government
ministries, trained side-by-side. “The
course was challenging but fun. The land
navigation course taught me about the im-
portance of attention to detail,” said stu-
dent Zana Naef Arf.

Fellow student Rawaz Jamil Ahmed said
that he and other students had previous
experience before but “not at the level it
was presented at this course. We learned
new techniques that will greatly enhance
our ability to defend.”

The graduates will return to their training
centers and Regional Guard Brigade units.
Qualified instructors from Sulaymaniyah
will report to the Zeravani Military Police
Training Center in Sulaymaniyah to train
the first Basic Combat Training Course
there later this month. They will serve as
the NCO cadre who will begin training all
Regional Guard Brigade soldiers in future
classes.

Courtesy story by lIraq Training and Advisory
Mission - Army

Photo: Students perform security operations
during a practical exercise as part of the basic
combat instructor course at the Zerevani train-
ing center in Beneslawa. (Photo by U.S. Navy
Lt. Cmdr. Michael E. Concannon, United States
Forces - Iraq, Deputy Commanding General
(Advising and Training), Iraq Training and Advi-
sory Mission - Army)
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The Government of Iraq has signed an
agreement with the United States for the
training of 10 Iraqi Air Force pilots.

This agreement follows a March 2010
Iraqi request to purchase 18 new Block 52
F-16 airplanes.

If the F-16 foreign military sale is ap-
proved by the U.S. Congress and the two
governments can reach agreement on the
terms of the deal, the F-16 program would
not only significantly enhance Iraq’s air
sovereignty capability, but also serve as
a key enabler for a long-term partnership
between the two countries.

Brig. Gen. Scott Jansson, director of the
Iraq Security Assistance Mission, said,
“It has been a pleasure to work with our
Iraqi partners to put this program together.

10 The Advisor « August 2010

Through this and other security coop-
eration programs, we have developed a
strong environment of mutual trust and
friendship.”

The pilot training agreement provides for
the training of an initial cadre of selective-
ly-chosen Iraqi Air Force pilots who are
projected to begin training this fall in the
United States. Upon graduation, these
pilots will have completed all prerequisite
flight training necessary to move immedi-
ately into F-16 flying training.

The program will include all necessary
components of T-6A Texan Il and T-38
Talon training including a course called
Introduction to Fighter Fundamentals. The
intensive flight training will be comple-
mented with specialized English language

training for aviation. The training for each
student will last from 12 to 17 months de-
pending on the pilot’s level of experience.

“This agreement is the most signifi-
cant commitment to date by the Ministry
of Defense for an F-16 program that will
prove to be a key element for an enduring
partnership between Iraq and the United
States,” said Lt. Gen. Michael Barbero,
USF-I Deputy Commanding General for
Advising and Training.

Story by U.S. Air Force Col. Stan L. Vander-
werf, Chief, Iraq Aviation Security Assistance,
United States Forces - Iraq, Deputy Com-
manding General (Advising and Training) Iraq
Security Assistance Mission

Photo courtesy U.S. Department of Defense
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