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U.S. Army North PAO
FORT SAM HOUSTON, Texas – U. S. Army North (Fifth Army) has received orders from the Secre-
tary of the Army to resume the role of senior mission command at Fort Sam Houston and Camp Bullis 
effective April 30.

Fifth Army, in its own lineage and current occupancy of the Quadrangle, recognizes the historic 
importance and value of Fort Sam Houston and its mission. 

Lt. Gen. Guy Swan III, the commanding general of U.S. Army North (Fifth Army), assumed com-
mand in December 2009.

As the U.S. Northern Command Joint Force Land Component Command, U. S. Army North (Fifth 
Army) is charged with specific mission tasks:

• Homeland defense and defense support of civil authorities missions.
• Provide training and readiness oversight of state National Guard Weapons of Mass Destruction 

Civil Support Teams and training assistance to the Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear 
and high-yield Explosive Consequence Management Response Forces.                            

• Conduct the Army-to-Army theater security cooperation with Canada and Mexico.
• Coordinate the activities of defense coordinating officers and their elements assigned in each 

Federal Emergency Management Agency region.
• Task organize up to two task forces that, with augmentation, can become joint task forces and 

deploy within the operational area to command and control DoD forces responding to homeland 
defense or civil support operations.

Fort Sam Houston is home to more than 50 units from the Army, Navy and Marine Corps.  Included 
in those units are U.S. Army South, U.S. Army Medical Command, U.S. Army Medical Department 
Center and School and the U.S. Army Installation Management Command. 

For more information, contact the ARNORTH media relations staff at (210) 221-0015/0754.  

U.S. Army North (Fifth Army) named 
senior command at Fort Sam Houston

Lt. Gen. Guy Swan 
III, commanding 
general, U.S. Army 
North, speaks to the 
command’s military 
and Civilian members 
during the Army North 
Quarterly Recognition 
Ceremony and Town 
Hall Meeting at the 
Roadrunner Audi-
torium in the Army 
Community Service 
building on post. 
Swan assumed the 
role as senior com-
mander for Fort Sam 
Houston and Camp 
Bullis effective April 
30. 



Army North leaders pay homage 
to fallen heroes of Alamo

Photo by Staff Sgt. Keith Anderson, U.S. Army North PAO

Lt. Gen. Guy Swan III, commanding general, U.S. Army North, and Command Sgt. Maj. David Wood, 
ARNORTH’s senior enlisted leader, place a wreath in front of the Alamo in San Antonio during a Fi-
esta wreath-laying remembrance ceremony April 19 to pay homage to the fallen heroes of the Alamo.

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Manuel Torres  
U.S. Army North PAO

Col. Tyler Harder, staff judge advocate, 
U.S. Army North, pays tribute to Ruth Elaine 
Stiner, who was lost her life April 26. Stiner 
served as the Administrative Support Spe-
cialist from 1992. Stiner, 72, was posthu-
mously awarded the Meritorious Civilian 
Service Award for her 29 years of dedicated 
service to Fifth Army and Army North. “I think 
it is proper and fitting that the sun is shining 
and it is a beautiful day. I think Ruth would 
have liked that,” said Harder. “Thank you for 
your service, but more important, thank you 
for what you brought to our lives every day.”

ARNORTH remembers Ruth Stiner
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By Patti Bielling
ARNORTH Public Affairs

CAMP ATTERBURY, Ind. – A 
major field training exercise is one 
step closer to execution following a 
final planning conference conduct-
ed by U.S. Army North at Camp 
Atterbury, Ind., May 4-7.

Approximately 180 participants 
from nearly 30 National Guard, 
Army Reserve and active units 
attended the conference to help 
design Exercise Vibrant Response 
10.2, which will be held in July at 
the Indiana National Guard camp 
and associated training facilities. 

The exercise will simulate a 
federal military response to a 
major disaster involving Chemical, 
Biological, Radiological, Nuclear 
and high-yield Explosives – other-
wise known as CBRNE.  The event 
is intended to validate the 10.2 
CBRNE Consequence Manage-
ment Response Force, known as 
CCMRF. 

In addition, the Indiana National 
Guard will train elements of its 
Joint Forces Headquarters and its 
Civil Support Team.

“This planning conference is 
the last time that all the exercise 

planners will convene to square 
away all the details, from train-
ing objectives and transportation 
to billeting and communications,” 
said Paul Condon, Army North 
exercise planner.  “The Director of 
Logistics, Lt. Col. Felicia Brokaw, 
and all the staff at Camp Atterbury 
have been strong supporters of this 
important training mission. I can’t 
thank them enough for planning 
this exercise stride-for-stride with 
us.”   

Army North conducted the first 
Vibrant Response exercise in No-
vember 2009 and trained CCMRF 
10.1 units from around the country 
to serve as a unified force. The 
units responded rapidly to rescue 
injured from rubble piles, perform 
decontamination, clear routes, 
evacuate wounded and resupply 
units. 

The July training event promises 
to be just as dynamic, with more 
than 3,300 personnel and 1,100 
vehicles from multiple services 
responding to a notional nuclear 
detonation.

The training venues include 
Camp Atterbury and Muscatatuck 
Urban Training Center as well as 
numerous federal and National 

Guard sites in southern Indiana. 
The sites are ideal for civil sup-

port exercises because they include 
airfields, networks of roads, a hos-
pital, homes, trailers and numerous 
other buildings, said Mike Rozsyp-
al, Army North exercise planner.  

“The Army North intent is to ex-
ecute the most realistic ‘free play’ 
civil support exercise possible to 
facilitate the readiness of the 10.2 
force,” Rozsypal said. “When a 
Soldier walks into ‘the box,’ he 
smells smoke, sees blocked roads 
and burning vehicles, and hears 
role-players crying for help – it 
doesn’t get any better than that.”

The event is part of Army 
North’s mission to train the na-
tion’s federal military CBRNE 
response capability.  Exercises such 
as this help to ensure so that the 
units – regardless of service, com-
ponent or state – are interoperable, 
speak the same language and are 
able to operate as regional CBRNE 
responders. 

Federal military units such as 
CCMRF may be employed as part 
of a larger U.S. government re-
sponse when requested by a state 
to respond to natural or manmade 
disasters.

Planning continues for CBRNE response
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Photo by Patti Bielling, U.S. Army North PAO 

Pariticipants pay close attention 
to a briefing part of a final plan-
ning conference held May 4-7 
by U.S. Army North at Camp 
Atterbury, Ind. Approximately 
180 participants from nearly 30 
National Guard, Army Reserve 
and active units attended the 
conference to help design Exer-
cise Vibrant Response 10.2.
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Moon celebrates career
Photo by Sgt 1st Class Manuel Torres
U.S. Army North PAO

Lt. Gen. Guy Swan III, commanding 
general, U.S. Army North, awards Lt. 
Col. Richard Moon the Meritorious 
Service Medal for his outstanding 
service as the training assessment 
chief, G-37 training management divi-
sion, and for his service to the nation 
during a retirement ceremony April 23 
at Army North’s historic Quadrangle. 
Moon joined the Army in 1983 as an 
enlisted Soldier and became a cav-
alry officer in 1989. Moon honored 
his Family, parents and friends for 
their help and support throughout his 
career. “There is no better place to 
be than here in the United States, the 
state of Texas and San Antonio,” said 
Moon. “I am a member of the greatest 
organization in the world. I love Ameri-
ca. I love Texas. I love the Army!” 

ARNORTH welcomes

John Driscoll, G5

Cecil Carter, G3

ARNORTH says goodbye

MOTHER’S DAY IS JUST 
AROUND THE CORNER

Mother's Day is celebrated on 
various days in many parts of the 
world, most commonly in May, 
as a day to honor mothers and 
motherhood.  Following a cam-
paign by Anna Jarvis, the holiday 
was nationally recognized in the 
United States in 1914.  Miss Jar-
vis was also quite specific upon 
the placement of the apostrophe, 
making “Mother’s” singular pos-
sessive; this signifies the com-
memoration is meant for each 
individual family to honor its 
own mother.

     In the United States, Mother’s 
Day is celebrated the second 
Sunday in May each year.  Go 
to http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Mother's_Day for a lengthy look at 
Mother’s Day and its history.

Sunday, May 9
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Incoming NORTHCOM 
CoS visits Army North

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Manuel Torres-Cortes, U.S. Army North PAO
Air Force Maj. Gen. Howard Thompson, incoming chief of staff, U.S. Northern 
Command, receives an overview brief on the mission and capabilities of U.S. 
Army North by Col. Richard Francey Jr., chief of staff, ARNORTH at Fort Sam 
Houston April 14.  
Thompson and Francey discussed ARNORTH’s areas of responsibility as well 
as its capabilities and extensive mission requirements. Army North serves as 
NORTHCOM’s Army Service Component Command and its Joint Forces Land 
Component Command.

Maj. Thomas LaFlash, DCO Rgn I

Sgt. 1st Class Robert Rose, G3 

Sgt. 1st Class David Dodd, PMO

Staff Sgt. James Altizer ,G2

Lt. Col. Arthur Hobbs, G3

Sgt. Ruth Nash, DCO Rgn. II

Sgt. 1st Class  Darrell Simpson, HHC

Sgt. 1st Class Varryron, G1

Staff Sgt. Kristian Matthew, CG

Maj. Joanne Galvin, G3

Kevin Gainey, G2

Timothy Murphy, G2

Luis Camacho, G4

Daniel Shine, G6
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Photo by Sgt. Maj. Eric Lobsinger, U.S. Army North PAO
A peacock swaggers his vibrant feathers as Army North community members 
gather together April 30 for the Army North Annual Prayer Luncheon at the 
command’s historic Quadrangle. 



Photo by Sgt. Maj. Eric Lobsinger, AR-
NORTH PAO

Army North community enjoys festive Fiesta
Photos by Staff Sgt. Keith Anderson, U.S. Army North PAO
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Top Right: Lt. Gen. Guy Swan III, commanding general, U.S. Army North, presents a framed commemorative gift, 
adorned by military coins of the major units on base, along with a placard, to Mary Begia, president, Fiesta San Antonio 
Commission, during the Army North Commanding General’s reception at Army North’s historic Quadrangle April 18. More 
than 250 invited guests attended the event and enjoyed the festivities, which featured a gift exchange, a performance by 
the Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps and music by the U.S. Army Medical Command Band.  Bottom: The U.S. Army Old 
Guard Fife and Drum Corps marches into U.S. Army North’s historic Quadrangle during the Army North Commanding 
General’s reception April 18. Their performance served as one of the highlights of the daylong Fiesta events on post. 

Left: Capt. Loron 
Grantham, 
aide-de-camp, office 
of the deputy com-
manding general, 
U.S. Army North, 
discusses the unit’s 
mission with passers-
by at the Fiesta and 
Fireworks Extrava-
ganza at 
Fort Sam Houston 
April 18. 

Photo by Sgt. Maj. Eric Lobsinger, U.S. Army NorthPAO
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By Sgt. 1st Class Manuel Torres
U.S. Army North PAO

FORT SAM HOUSTON, Texas 
— Lt. Gen. Guy Swan III, com-
manding general, U.S. Army 
North, welcomed Fiesta lead-
ers, royalty, military and Civil-
ian community members and 
invited guests to the Army North 
Command General’s recep-
tion at the historical ARNORTH 
Quadrangle April 18. 

The annual event brought 
together the San Antonio 

Royalty, Family and friends with 
the Fort Sam Houston military 
community in honor of the rela-
tionship. While guests enjoyed 
one another’s company, they 
also had the unique opportunity 
to enjoy performances by the 
U.S. Army’s Old Guard Fife and 
Drum Corps and a jazz ensem-
ble from the U.S. Army’s Medi-
cal Command Band.

“More than 250 invited guests 
gathered underneath the Oak 
Tree to witness the gift ex-
changes between Army North, 
Fort Sam Houston’s senior mili-
tary leaders and the Fiesta roy-
alty,” said Sgt. Maj. Daniel Adle, 
G3 sergeant major, Army North. 
“Afterward, everyone gathered 
around the food tables and took 
advantage of the opportunity 
to engage with the Fiesta roy-
alty, the military leaders of the 
Army, Air Force and Navy, and 
with the Fiesta ambassadors 
from Fort Sam Houston units, 
and the highlight of the evening 
was the performance of the Old 
Guard Fife and Drum Corps.”  

Members from the U.S. Mili-
tary Veterans Parade As-

sociation took advantage of the 
opportunity to meet and speak 
with many military service men 

and woman. 
“Since arriving at the Quad-

rangle, all the guests and hosts 
were together for common pur-
pose, which was to spend time 
together and share one anoth-
er’s stories,” said Delia Guaja-
rdo, president, U.S. MVPA. “The 
entire evening was perfect; the 
entertainment was superbly pro-
fessional, and the whole crowd 
spent good quality family time 
with each other – and what bet-
ter place to spend it then at Fort 
Sam Houston.”

Not only did the guests get to 
enjoy the historic Quadran-

gle, they were able to take ad-
vantage of events 
through- out the 
day at the Fort 
Sam Houston 
festival at the 
post’s MacArthur 
Field. The festival 
featured nu- merous 
enter- tain-
ment op-
portuni- ties, 
such as vari-
ous carnival rides, 
vendors and food booths.  
The festival also featured nu-
merous information and display 
booths by the commands based 
at Fort Sam Houston, such as 
the ARNORTH display.  

Crowds of people visited the 
Army North display, which fea-
tured two of the command’s key 
vehicles: the Sentinel and the 
Emergency Response Vehicle. 
Army North personnel met with 
the community members and 
spoke with them about the com-
mand, its mission and answered 
their questions of curiosity.  

“Some people I spoke with 
didn’t know what ARNORTH 
was or even did,” said Glen 

McLaughlin, network manager, 
Army North. “Once I explained 
what we do and how we help 
the community, they were very 
thankful they had some extra 
support.”

Many people were drawn to 
the vehicle due to its sheer 

size. Some even mistook it as a 
festival ride. 

“The visitors were very im-
pressed after getting a brief 
inside the Sentinel vehicle,” said 
Sgt. 1st Class Kuoway Ho, de-
fense travel system administra-
tor, Army North. “Many visitors 
were willing to pay an entrance 
fee to get look inside.”

Entry, of course, was free and 
all were welcome to learn more 
about the vehicle and the unit’s 
various missions.

Venues such as this provide 
the best opportunity to reach 
out to the local community and 
show the support they get from 
the military community. 

“We were all ready to tell the 
Army story,” said James Skid-
more, operations officer, Army 
North. “Everyone was very 
interested, and it was a great 
chance to speak with them and 
hand out informational pam-
phlets.” 

The 2010 Fort Sam Houston 
Fiesta continues the tradi-

tion of cohesiveness of military 
and civilian communities.  

“Since the Army first arrived 
in San Antonio, the Fort Sam 
Houston community has always 
enjoyed a warm and prosperous 
relationship with the San Anto-
nio community,” said Adle. “It 
allows both communities to con-
tinue to build the many distinct 
partnerships and friendships 
fostered through the unique 
spirit of Fiesta.”
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(Above) Fort Sam Houston leaders 
present Fiesta royalty with Command-
er’s awards for Public Service at the            
MacArthur Pavilion April 18. (Above left) 
Children rode ponies, made arts and 
crafts, and enjoyed rides during the Fi-
esta and Fireworks at Fort Sam Houston. 
(Left) Fiesta participants pose for pic-
tures in front of a U.S. Army North Senti-
nel vehicle.

ARNORTH 
Photos by Staff Sgt. Keith Anderson, U.S. Army North PAO
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(Right) Fiesta princesses pose in front 
of Army North’s Quadrangle clock 
tower during the commanding gener-
al’s reception April 18. (Bottom right) 
A young boy checks out Army North 
flashlights during the Fiesta on base. 
(Below) More than 20,000 people par-
ticipated in Fiesta and Fireworks at Fort 
Sam Houston.

Fiesta
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Individual racers, guidon teams and 28-man formations welcome!

Register at The Athlete’s Foot, Run Gear Run, Soler’s Sports, Fleet Feet,
Joseph’s Bakery or the Jimmy Brought Fitness Center before May 15.

 Early Entry Fees before May 15 — Entry Fees after May 15
 Competitive individuals — $20-Non-competitive individuals — $15

Non-Competitive military— $10 — For more information call (210) 385-8248.
Race Schedule

May 21: Packet pick-up & Late registration — 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Joseph’s Bakery 3420 N. St. Mary's St.
May 22: Check-in — 6 to 7:15 a.m. Individual Racers & Guidon Teams — 7:30 a.m.

28-man formations — every two minutes starting at 8 a.m.
Awards will be given to the top three finishers in 13 age groups. 

In five-year increments, starting from 13years under to 70 years and older. 
Also the top three guidon teams. 

For More information, contact John Purnell, Race Director, Military City USA 5K:
P.O. Box 90928, San Antonio,TX 78209

Army North Soldiers push ‘selves’
Photos by Staff Sgt. 
Keith Anderson 
U.S. Army North PAO 

Staff Sgt. John Jenkins 
peers intently at Staff 
Sgt. Richard Garcia as 
he knocks out yet 
another early-
morning 
push-up 
April 15 
during 
Headquarters 
and Headquar-
ters Company, 
U.S. Army North’s 
semi-annual Army 
Physical Fitness Test 
at Fort Sam Houston’s 
MacArthur Parade 
Field.
      Jenkins, a native 
of Ozark, Ala., evalu-
ated Garcia, a native of 
Chicago, on his ability 

to perform push-ups to 
Army standards. Garcia 
“pushed” out 77 push-
ups in two minutes to 
achieve the maximum 
score for his age group. 
 "I probably could 

have squeezed out 
one more," he 

joked after-
ward. For 
the APFT, 
Soldiers 
perform as 

many push-
ups as they can 

in two minutes, fol-
lowed by as many sit-
ups as they can in two 
minutes, before head-
ing out for their two-
mile run (see bottom 
right), which must be 
completed within the 
time allotted for their 
age groups.

Military City USA 5K
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U.S. Army North  
employee honored for 
service to U.S. Army 
Chemical Corps
By Christy Lindberg
Army Chemical Review 

 
The U.S. 
Army Chemi-
cal Corps 
Hall of Fame 
award is the 
highest form 
of recognition 
offered by the 
Regiment. 

This coveted award honors those 
who have made landmark contri-
butions to the overall history and 
traditions of the Chemical Corps 
or continue to work in ways that 
benefit the Corps. 

These individuals have distin-
guished themselves through ad-
vances in science and technology, 
a lifetime of service and devotion 
to the Corps, or gallantry in battle. 
The ranks of the Hall of Fame 
are inundated with scientists who 
tirelessly worked to protect the 
force through innovations and with 
Soldiers who exemplified the tenets 
of courage and honor. Command 
Sergeant Major James A. Barkley 
was born 29 May 1958 in Colum-
bus, Ohio. He enlisted in the U.S. 
Army in September 1976.

Command Sergeant Major 
Barkley has held numerous lead-
ership positions. His final active 
duty assignment was as the last 
chemical senior enlisted advisor 
and command sergeant major of 
the U.S. Army Soldier Biological 
and Chemical Command, Aber-
deen Proving Ground, Maryland. 
He also served as the 8th Chemical 
Regimental Command Sergeant 

Major. Other previous assignments 
include commandant of the III 
Corps NCO Academy, Fort Hood, 
Texas; command sergeant major 
of 2nd Chemical Battalion, Fort 
Hood; faculty advisor, U.S. Army 
First Sergeant Course; NCO in 
charge, V Corps NBC Course; first 
sergeant, 44th Chemical Com-
pany, 4th Infantry Division, Fort 
Hood; first sergeant, 54th Chemi-
cal Troop, 11th Armed Calvary 
Regiment, Fulda, Germany; first 
sergeant, Maintenance Troop, 11th 
ACR; first sergeant, 89th Chemi-
cal Company, 3rd ACR, Fort Bliss, 
Texas; decontamination platoon 
sergeant, 89th Chemical Company; 
NCO in charge, 503rd Chemical 
Detachment, Germany; and drill 
sergeant and drill instructor, 2nd 
Basic Training Battalion, Fort Mc-
Clellan, Ala.

 Command Sergeant Major Bar-
kley’s military education includes 
the Primary Leadership Develop-
ment Course, Basic NCO Course, 
Advanced NCO Course, Jungle 
Warfare Course, Master Fitness 
Course, Drill Sergeant School, Air 
Assault School, NBC Reconnais-
sance Course, Battle Staff Course, 
First Sergeant Course, Sergeants 
Major Academy, Command Ser-
geants Major Course, and more 
than 100 hours of other military 
and civilian training courses. He 
holds a bachelor’s degree in man-
agement from Excelsior College, 
Albany, New York.

Some of Command Sergeant 
Major Barkley’s awards include 
the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star 
Medal, Meritorious Service Medal 
(4th award), Army Commendation 
Medal with two oak-leaf clusters, 
Army Achievement Medal with six 
oak-leaf clusters, National Defense 
Service Medal, Kuwait Liberation 
Medal, Southwest Asia Medals, 

Drill Sergeant Identification Badge, 
Order of St. George, Ancient Order 
of the Dragon, and Honorable Or-
der of the Dragon.

Command Sergeant Major 
Barkley is a lifetime member of 
the CCRA. He is also an annual 
member of the NCO Association, 
Association of the U.S. Army and 
National Education Association.

After his retirement in 2004, 
Command Sergeant Major Bark-
ley joined the U.S. Army North 
Civil Support Readiness Group. 
He served as a senior trainer and 
evaluator for weapons of mass de-
struction civil support teams from 
2004 to 2006 and as an operations 
officer from 2006 to 2008; he has 
served as the deputy team chief and 
operations officer for C Division 
since 2007. In his current position, 
Command Sergeant Major Barkley 
(Retired) designs, develops and co-
ordinates readiness training for 55 
National Guard civil support teams; 
twelve National Guard chemical, 
biological, radiological, nuclear, 
and highyield explosives enhanced 
response force package units; and 
25 U.S. Army Reserve decontami-
nation reconnaissance and casualty 
decontamination companies in the 
ARNORTH area of operations. 
These organizations are engaged in 
CBRNE detection, identification, 
mitigation and, in some instances, 
elimination. Barkley does not just 
train chemical, biological, radio-
logical and nuclear Soldiers — he 
mentors and coaches them. 

He continues to instill pride in 
members of the Chemical Corps. 
Through his leadership, Barkley 
has improved communication 
between the U.S. Army CBRN 
School and ARNORTH leaders 
regarding issues that affect CBRN 
Soldiers across the Regular Army 
and Reserve Components.
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Hurricane Rehearsal of Concept exercise readies responders 
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Courtesy photo National Hurricane Center

Story and photos by 
Sgt. 1st Class Manuel Torres 
U.S. Army North PAO

FORT BELVOIR, Va. – With the threat of a Cat-
egory 5 hurricane edging toward the eastern coast 
of the United States, U.S. Army North, along with 
various military and civilian agencies, coordinate 
possible supply package deployments, food and 
water distribution and assistance to local residents 

of affected areas. 
This notional hurricane is one of the many emer-

gency responses U.S. agencies must be prepared 
for. The 2010 Joint Force Land Component Com-
mand Interagency Hurricane Rehearsal of Concept 
exercise at Fort Belvoir, Va., April 29 is designed to 
help military and civilian organizations and agen-
cies that respond to support citizens before, during 
and after a hurricane and other disasters.

“The time to meet is not at the state after a  
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disaster happens,” said Lt. Gen. Guy Swan III, 
commanding general, U.S. Army North. “If you 
look at the forecast for the hurricane season, it is 
highly possible we will be seeing each other again 
in the summer. So when we are dealing with each 
other in the future we can say, ‘Do you remember 
how we did it at Fort Belvoir?’” 

According to a Colorado State University’s study 
for hurricane forecast, there is likely to be a total of 
27 storms, 15 tropical storms, and eight hurricanes 
– with four at category 3 or higher. 

“You can’t have assets at two places at one 
time,” said Swan. “The most challenging part is 
that we don’t know where the hurricane is headed. 
We rely on our interagency partners and our local 
and state officials to help provide us information on 
what is going on in order for us to determine where 
to place assets.”

Throughout the exercise, regions discussed the 
phases of operations and support elements they are 
able to activate in order to start recovery and assist 
procedures. Each state has its own capability, and 
other states not directly affected by the notional 
hurricane are still responsible for providing back-
up support when needed. 

“We have learned throughout the years that an 
essential player in any disaster response is the pri-
vate sector,” Swan said, to a local and state delega-

tion attending the exercise. “Representatives from 
Wal-Mart Corporation and Volunteer Organiza-
tions Active in Disasters are participating in these 
exercises in order to support local officials during 
times of need.” 

It’s a coordination of all federal, state, local and 
private sectors that will determine the success of 
relief and support. Working together will provide 
the best possible solution.

Relief support is a bottom-up effort, said Swan. 
Timely decisions need to be made at the local level 
in order to get support faster. 

“I encourage all elected officials local, state and 
federal to participate in these exercises and drill so 
they understand what support and assets they have 
once they request assistance for their area,” Swan 
added. 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency 
provided information on past, current and even 
future emergency response measures. 

Lessons learned from Katrina and past hur-
ricanes help plan for current events such as Haiti 
relief and the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico.

“Support for response is more of an art than sci-
ence. It requires a lot of trust and confidence in our 
partners, and more importantly will maintain the 
public’s trust and confident in their government, 
local and state agencies, said Swan.”

Maj. Thomas Jones, planning officer, office of the 
surgeon, U.S. Army North, briefs a notional hur-
ricane projected path in a breakout session April 
28 during the 2010 Joint Force Land Component 
Command Interagency Hurricane Rehearsal of 
Concept exercise at Fort Belvoir, Va. 

Col. Quill Ferguson, G6, U.S. Army North, 
speaks with participants April 28 about the signal 
and communications ability of the Emergency 
Response Vehicle during the 2010 Joint Force 
Land Component Command Interagency Hur-
ricane Rehearsal of Concept exercise at Fort 
Belvoir, Va. 
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Army North community comes    
together for spiritual luncheon

Pfc. Jody Alger, a combat medic student with Company G, 
232nd Medical Battalion, bows his head in prayer as local 
peacocks seemingly watch on April 30 during the Army 
North Annual Prayer Luncheon at the command’s historic 
Quadrangle. Alger and his fellow Soldiers helped set up 
for the event and enjoyed lunch and camraderie with Army 
North community members. 

Army North community members gather to enjoy a good 
food and fellowship April 30 during the Army North Annual 
Prayer Luncheon at the command’s historic Quadrangle. 

Photos by Sgt. Maj. Eric Lobsinger, U.S. Army North PAO

Lt. Gen. Guy Swan III, commanding general, U.S. Army 
North, speaks with the command’s community members 
who gathered together April 30 during the Army North 
Annual Prayer Luncheon at the command’s historic Quad-
rangle. “We are a very mature group,” said Swan. “All of us 
need to be taking care of ourselves. That’s how you build 
resilience. It is important that we do spiritual exercise to go 
with the physical exercise.”

Staff Sgt. Glenn Hambrick and his wife, Lori, sing uplift-
ing songs and spiritually entertain Army North community 
members April 30 during the Army North Annual Prayer 
Luncheon at the command’s historic Quadrangle.  The 
luncheon featured prayer, musical entertainment and pro-
vided a great opportunity to relax and enjoy each other’s 
company.
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May 1-31: Commissary Commando Competition 
2010: Celebrate commissary savings by partici-
pating in our annual Commissary Awareness 
Month single enlisted service member competi-
tion in May! 
     Telling people about the commissary is one 
thing, but the best way to tell them about the sav-
ings is to let them experience it for themselves. 
     Over the last eight years, single service mem-
ber and FTAC tours have been a highlight of the 
Defense Commissary Agency's, Commissary 
Awareness Month program in May. 

     With your help this program can be a fun, 
educational and rewarding! The commissary's 
industry partners sponsor both $100 commis-
sary incentives for your participation and CASH 
GRAND PRIZES for best performance, and many 
local vendors also come forward with additional 
prizes or food. 
     You can also team up with MWR, Services 
and other organizations on the installation for a 
bigger event. 
     The possibilities are endless!!  
     Judson Elementary Summer Camp: Judson 
Elementary is looking for volunteers from 01 June 
to 26 July to help mentor students during their 
2010 Summer Camp.  
     Volunteers are needed to read and talk with 
students for about an hour.  More information will 
be provided in May.
     BOSS Volunteer Incentive Program: For every 
hour volunteered and logged, individuals will 
receive that percentage off the next trip, event or 
program BOSS offers.  
     If you volunteer 25 hours, you will receive 25% 
off the next trip or event.

Civil Service Retirement System, May 25.
TIME:  From 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
PLACE:  Blesse Auditorium, Army Medic Department Center 
and School, Bldg. 2841.
COST:  Free to federal employees.
How to register:  Complete this form and submit to John Thompson at john.wesley.thopson@
us.army.mil, 210-221-9345 or Ray Mendoza at ray.mendozajr@us.army.mil, 210-221-1607 by 
May 18.
WHO: Anyone interested in “long- or short-range” retirement planning and learning about 
yourretirement system.
Topics Include:  CSRS Retirement System; Thrift Savings Plan; Federal Employees’ Group 
Life Insurance and Survivor Benefits.
INSTRUCTOR:   Mark Smith, Certified Federal Employee Benefits Specialist.

Alamo Federal Executive Board to 
host planning, retirement seminar



Army North Soldier earns 
Volunteer of the Year award
By Staff Sgt. Keith Anderson 
U.S. Army North PAO

A U.S. Army North senior noncommissioned officer 
here was recognized for her volunteer efforts both on 
base and in the local community during a ceremony, 
April 15 at the Sam Houston Club.

Sgt. 1st Class Melanie Locklear, who serves as an 
equal opportunity advisor with Army North, was one 
of 25 Fort Sam Houston community members present-
ed a 2010 Fort Sam Houston Volunteer of the Year 
award by Col. Mary Garr, Fort Sam Houston installa-
tion commander, during the ceremony.

Along with her fellow award winners, she was 
presented with a framed rendition of the Fort Sam 
Houston Quadrangle and clock tower by a local artist. 
She had previously earned recognition for her efforts 

with the award 
of the Military 
Outstanding 
Volunteer Ser-
vice Medal in 
January.

"This is a 
superb senior 
noncommis-
sioned officer 
who volunteers 
her personal 
time to support 
the commu-
nity," said Col. 
Richard Francey 
Jr., ARNORTH 
chief of staff. 
“Her self-
less service is 
indicative of the 
professionalism 
she exhibits on 
a daily basis in 
support of her 
unit’s missions. 
The award is 

well deserved."
Locklear, a native of St. Pauls, N.C., said volunteer-

ing is part of who she is.
"I've been volunteering my whole career," Locklear 

said. "If I can make a difference in one individual, I've 
done my job."

Locklear, a mother of two daughters, Jaclyn, 10, 
and Alisha, 9, said she encourages others to volunteer 
– including her daughters.

"I get them involved," she said. "They go with me."
Cynthia Rodriguez, Army Volunteer Corps coordi-

nator, Army Community Service, said Locklear stays 
very busy.

"Sgt. 1st Class Locklear has always been a strong 
supporter of the Army Family Action Plan and a Fort 
Sam Houston community supporter," Rodriguez said. 
"She has volunteered with outside organizations, such 
as Camp Agape, a summer camp designed for children 
who have suffered the loss of a loved one; the All-
American Bowl, providing food to the athletes and 
other Civilians; the National Kidney Foundation, the 
San Antonio Food Bank and other organizations."

Locklear said her parents, David and Maria Lock-
lear, motivate her to help others and put others first.
      
     see Locklear, Pg. 27

Courtesy Photo 

Col. Mary Garr (right), garrison com-
mander, Fort Sam Houston, presents 
a 2010 Fort Sam Houston Volunteer 
of the Year award to Sgt. 1st Class 
Melanie Locklear, equal opportunity 
advisor, U.S. Army North. Locklear 
was one of 25 individuals recognized 
during the ceremony. Locklear and her 
fellow award winners were presented 
with a framed rendition of the Fort 
Sam Houston Quadrangle and clock 
tower by a local artist.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Keith Anderson, U.S. Army North PAO 

Sgt. 1st Class Melanie Locklear, equal opportunity advisor, 
U.S. Army North, trades Fiesta medals with Fiesta partici-
pants during Fiesta and Fireworks at Fort Sam April 18. 
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The Army Medical Department Center and School, Fort Sam 
Houston, will host an Asian Pacific American Heritage Month 

event.
(Free event!)

Harlequin Dinner Theatre 
  Location:   Bldg. 2652, Harney Road

Fort Sam Houston
Date/Time:  May 25, 11:30 a.m. — 1 p.m.

Point of contact: Master Sgt. Mary Peters (210) 295-0561

To request reasonable accommodation, please contact 
Maria Preda at 221-9356

101st Annual NAACP 
National Convention 
Armed Services and 
Veterans Affairs din-
ner in Kansas City, 

Mo., July 13, 2010

The National Association 
for the Advancement of Col-
ored People, in conjunction 
with the Department of De-
fense, is hosting the 36th 
Annual Armed Services and 
Veterans Affairs dinner and 
awards ceremony for the 
Roy Wilkins Renown Ser-
vice Award and the NAACP 
Meritorious Service Award 
in Kansas City, Mo., July 13, 
2010. 

The Wilkins award is pre-
sented annually to members 
of the U.S. Armed Forces 
for outstanding accomplish-
ments in human relations, 
equal opportunity and civil 
rights. 

Last year’s winner, Maj. Gen. 
Dennis L. Via, former com-
manding general of the CE-
COM Life Cycle Management 
Command (LCMC), won the 
Wilkins award for distin-
guishing himself through in-
novative leadership practic-
es that facilitated diversity 
within his command and in 
minority advancement and 
attainment of several key 
promotion goals. 

To register for the dinner, go 
to: 

h t t p : / / w w w . n a a c p . o r g /
events/convention/101st/
Advance_Registration_%20

Observer.pdf



Story and photos by 
Sgt. 1st Class Manuel Torres 
U.S. Army North PAO 

Civilian and military community 
members often are first re-

sponders to a crisis that happens in 
local areas.  As such, those who are 
trained to handle events are critical 
in getting the right amount of sup-
port and information for those who 
are affected within time. 
      The Chaplain Ministry Team 
from U.S. Army North participated 
in the Community Crisis Response 
Team training held by the National 
Organization of Victim Assistance 
at the San Antonio Baptist Associa-
tion April 22. 

The ARNORTH Chaplain Team 
became involved with this training 
because of their interest in helping 
military members and survivors 
maintain resiliency during disaster 
response operations, said Col. Dan 
Franklin, chaplain, ARNORTH.  

Knowing of this interest, the 

president of the San Antonio 
Volunteer Organizations Active in 
Disaster requested the assistance 
from him to help the SAVOAD 
develop a plan to address the issue 
of encouraging spiritual and emo-
tional needs of evacuees at the city-
run shelters following disasters.  
Franklin worked with members of 
the SAVOAD to develop a plan 
and the NOVA training is a key 
ingredient to this plan.

This training, given one day a 
week for five weeks, focused on 
training crisis responders to assist 
survivors of disasters cope with 
the emotional and spiritual impact 
of the disaster.  Training modules 
included understanding the trauma 
response, the impact of death and 
loss, understanding stress reac-
tions, dealing with the media and 
the impact of culture on the trauma 
response.  

 “This is a training tool used 
to effectively help people who 
have been affected by tragedy 

and crisis,” said 
Glenn Hall, retired 
Army chaplain and 
volunteer. “This 
has been one of the 
best trainings this 
community has 
done for its resi-
dents.” 

“This training 
definitely can help 
me – not only dur-
ing times of great 
tragedy in a com-
munity but also in 
everyday life and 
events,” said Dex-
ter Brown, who 

works at a Hospice.
Volunteer groups such as these 

are often supporting communities 
who suffer from great loss of life 
whether it is from a natural disas-
ter, catastrophic event or a widely 
publicized death in the community. 

“I wanted to do it for my own 
development and to help prepare 
me to help the people I work with 
and definitely work for,” said Staff 
Sgt. Glenn Hambrick, office of the 
chaplain, Army North. “This is 
unique training they are giving us. 
It is very specific and very details 
on how to help people through 
times of crisis. I have not had any 
type of this training before in the 
military so it will help benefit my 
ability to assist in more ways than 
one.”

            see Volunteer, Pg. 22

ARNORTH chaplain team helps prepare 
Civilian volunteers to respond to crisis

Col. Dan Franklin, chaplain, U.S. Army 
North, talks through a fictional feel-
ing exercise to try to help victims and 
those affected by any crisis to gather 
their feelings in hopes to encouraging 
the healing process April 22 during the 
Community Crisis Response Team 
training at the San Antonio Baptist 
Association.

Staff Sgt. Glenn Hambrick, office of the chaplain, Army 
North, talks with Dexter Brown, hospice worker and 
volunteer, about a notional topic during the Commu-
nity Crisis Response Team training at the San Antonio 
Baptist Association April 22. Civilian volunteers, such as 
Brown, assist those who have been affected by any type 
of crisis.
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By Capt. Bruce Hill Jr. 
JTF-CS PAO

HAMPTON, Va.  — One hundred 
members of Joint Task Force Civil 
Support returned from a one-day 
Joint Operations Center Exercise at 
the Virginia National Guard Ar-
mory in Hampton on April 22.

The monthly exercise provided 
training to maintain readiness for 
a potential chemical, biological, 
radiological, nuclear or high-yield 
explosive attack that could occur 
anywhere in the U.S. 

Members spent the morning set-
ting up the joint operations center 
and discussed best practices prior 
to implementation later in the day.  
By afternoon, they began executing 
based on various scenarios present-
ed by the training section.  

“The JOCEX was very enlight-
ening and was a wealth of informa-
tion,” said Michael Zerniak, JTF-
CS deputy of plans and orders.  

The exercise helped standardize 
processes, define roles and provide 
reinforcement to JTF-CS members 
as to how they should operate in a 
crisis.

“The exercise was key in iden-
tifying the need to standardize the 
FRAGO and WARNO number-
ing system, which was previously 
inconsistent,” Zerniak said.  

The improved numbering system 
will more readily tie the order to 
the right mission assignment for 
improved efficiency.  

Most participants are experi-
enced in the JTF-CS exercise en-
vironment because they constantly 
train to accomplish the primary 
mission, which is to provide coor-
dination of Department of Defense 
forces to save lives, prevent further 

injury and provide temporary criti-
cal support following a CBRNE 
incident.

JOCEX, a shortened version of 
the longer exercises like Sudden 
Response and Vibrant Response, 
is designed to “walk through the 
procedures of the mission assign-
ment and orders process in prepa-
ration for those exercises,” said 
James Hopkins, training specialist 
for JTF-CS.  

The outcome is to provide a 
meaningful learning experience to 
Joint Operations Center members 
and achieve synchronicity through-
out the JOC. 

DOD established JTF-CS in 
1999 to serve as a dedicated joint 
task force capable of providing 
command and control, deliberate 
planning expertise, and the inte-
gration of DOD’s support to the 
primary agency for a CBRNE event 
in the United States, its territories, 
and possessions.  

To prepare for such potential 
disasters, JTF-CS constantly trains. 

The JOCEX, one of many exer-
cises throughout the year, has been 
around for about as long as JTF-
CS.

“The JOCEX is a recurring event 
that has been going on at least since 
I came to JTF-CS three years ago,” 
Hopkins said.  

The training helps keep members 
up to speed with the collaboration 
tools and requires either getting 
acquainted or reacquainted with 
various types of equipment.  

We use several collaboration 
tools, Hopkins said. 

“Joint Task Force Civil Support 
Incident Management System and 
Department of Defense Automated 
Source System work is performed 

on a laptop.  
JIMS was developed internally 

to JTF-CS for efficiency in devel-
oping warning orders and fragmen-
tary order.  DDASS is used by the 
Defense Coordinating Officer and 
Defense Coordinating Element to 
provide visibility to Northcom for 
approval and acknowledgement 
after the mission assignment is 
placed into the system.

“DDASS is a tool in which 
FEMA enters requirements and 
needs for support, which gets dis-
seminated to all federal agencies 
involved in the crisis,” Zerniak 
said.  “DDASS is a tool for us to 
monitor what’s going on.” 

Use of JIMS and DDASS, as 
well as other collaboration tools 
like Defense Knowledge Online, 
Web Emergency Operations Cen-
ter, Command Post of the Future, 
and Jabber Chat throughout the 
exercise assists players, not only in 
identifying areas for improvement, 
but they help facilitate focus neces-
sary to mission execution.  

 “At JTF-CS, constant training 
is a must,” Zerniak said.  “Monthly 
training is particularly beneficial 
because it is reinforcing as well 
as provides a good foundation to 
newcomers.” 

JTF-CS exercise elevates expertise

Navy photo by Petty Officer 1st Class Steven  
Weber, JTF-CS PAO

Navy Cmdr. Monty Hasenbank briefs 
the Joint Operations Center members 
during Joint Task Force Civil Support’s 
JOCEX April 22. 
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    from Volunteer Pg. 20
This training was available 

to volunteers and was spon-
sored by SAVOAD, the San 
Antonio Community of Con-
gregations, with funding assis-
tance from the Texas Baptist 
Convention and the Methodist 
Healthcare System. 

The SAVOAD also offers a 
four-hour introductory NOVA 
Course that addresses the need 
to rapidly integrate volunteers 
to serve as members of the 
Crisis Resiliency Team.  

The course addresses topics 
such as The National VOAD 
Points of Consensus; Impact of 
Trauma on Individuals; Ele-
ments of Crisis Intervention, 
and Spiritual Dimensions of 
Trauma.

All volunteers must com-
plete the blocks of instructions 
in order to serve as a member 
of the Team.  

The SAVOAD recognizes 
that many volunteers will come 
with skills and training that far 
exceeds the training level of the 
Introduction to NOVA Course, 
but it is still essential that all vol-
unteers undergo the training.  

This ensures that all members 
of the Team have a common 
level of understanding on the 
role of the Team and the Points 
of Consensus, according to 
SAVOAD.

“We need to ensure that we 
have a team of trained volunteers 
who are ready to respond within 
24 hours of a request,” said 
Franklin. “Not only do we need 
to build resiliency in our victims 
and those affected, but we also 
have to build resiliency in our 
volunteer crisis responders.”
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463rd Engineer Detachment (Firefighters) 
conducts CCMRF collective training

By Donald Gardiner 
TEC Civil/Military 
projects officer

HOUSTON — The 463rd En-
gineer Detachment Firefighters 
recently conducted a three day 
exercise to continue to refine 
their individual Soldier tasks and 
continue work on their collective 
level unit proficiency.  

The 463rd is on a two-year 
rotation to immediately mobi-
lize and deploy to provide Urban 
Search and Technical Rescue 
support to the US Army Re-
serve’s Chemical Biological, 
Radiological and Nuclear Con-
sequence Management Response 
Force.   

The 463rd is headquartered in 
Houston and is part of the 980th 
Engineer Battalion.  

From Feb.18-21, the 32 Soldier 
unit conducted extensive training 
at the Houston Fire Department 
Training Academy near Hous-
ton’s Hobby Airport.  

During the four days, the unit, 
in conjunction with the Houston 
Fire Department, the US Army 
Maneuver Support Center and 
School, U.S. Army North and the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, practiced their skills in 
using literally hundreds of tech-
nical tools and highly technical 
skills to simulate rescuing people 
from confined spaces.  

The Soldiers did so while 
simulating being in a chemically 
contaminated environment which 
required them to wear chemical 
protective suits and masks in ad-
dition to their normal fire-fighter 
gear and protective helmets.  

During the final exercise sce-
nario, the Soldiers practiced sup-
porting FEMA and were required 
to conduct a chemical reconnais-
sance of a building that was a 
suspected drug lab.  

The building had also partially 
collapsed after an earthquake.  
After the reconnaissance, the Sol-
diers used sensors to locate two 
bodies inside.  

First however, the Firefight-
ers had to breech a large cement 
block that had fallen over the 
buildings only safe entrance.  

The Soldiers drilled a small 
hole in the cement, placed a cam-
era inside to see what was on the 
other side and, after determin-
ing that the other side, was safe, 
they then cut a hole in the ce-
ment block to safely get Soldiers 
inside the building. 

Soldiers had to do all this in 
three separate shifts because 
they were only allowed to spend 
forty-five minutes at a time in the 
chemically contaminated “hot” 
zone.  

Once inside, the Soldiers were 
required to properly search the 
building and vent the building so 
that there was fresh air inside.  

Finally, the Soldiers had to 
shore up the buildings structure 
so that they could find the two 
trapped individuals and extricate 
them to safety.  

First Lt. Yazim Feliciano, the 
detachment commander, said that 
it was the most realistic exercise 
that the unit has yet to conducted 
at the collective level and that 
her Soldiers look forward to do-
ing more difficult training during 
their CCMRF assignment.
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Gates approves more 
National Guard to re-
spond to oil slick
By Adam Entous, Reuters

WASHINTON — Defense Secre-
tary Robert Gates has approved re-
quests from the governors of three 
additional Gulf Coast states to fund 
the deployment of thousands of 
National Guard troops to respond 
to the oil slick, the Pentagon said 
on Tuesday.
     In addition to backing Louisi-
ana’s request for up to 6,000 Guard 
members, Colonel David Lapan, a 
Pentagon spokesman, said Gates 
has given “verbal approval” to 
requests from Mississippi for 6,000 
guard members, Alabama for 3,000 
and Florida for 2,500.
     Of the 6,000 requested by Loui-
siana, about 1,200 members have 
been activated so far to provide 
command and control support to 
the cleanup effort. The other states 
have yet to go activate their forces.
     The Pentagon must authorize 
the deployments but BP Plc, which 
has been struggling to stop oil 
gushing unchecked from a ruptured
undersea well in the Gulf of Mex-
ico, is responsible for reimbursing 
the federal government for cost.

BP oil leak may soar 
12-fold if dome-cap 
plan fails 
By Jim Polson, Lisa Lerer and 
Mark Chediak, 
Bloomberg / Businessweek

Oil leaking from a BP Plc well 
in the Gulf of Mexico could 

surge to 60,000 barrels a day if 

plans to cap it with a containment 
dome fail, Representative Edward 
Markey said yesterday after a 
meeting with industry executives.
     “The amount of oil per day 
could actually rise from 5,000 to 
60,000 barrels,” Markey, a Mas-
sachusetts Democrat, told reporters 
after meeting with company execu-
tives. 
     “Although in a worst-case sce-
nario, the most likely number was 
in a 40,000-barrel range.”
     John Curry, a BP spokesman, 
said he didn’t have any worst- 
case-scenario data and could not 
comment.
      BP expects to have the dome in 
place on the seafloor and trapping 
oil within five days, Doug Suttles, 
chief operating officer of explora-
tion and production for London-
based BP, said at a press confer-
ence.
     The 125-ton, 40-foot-tall steel 
box designed to capture 85 percent 
of the oil will be shipped today at 
noon, and it will take an additional 
60 hours to put it on the seafloor, 
Suttles said. A drill ship would col-
lect the oil from a 5,000-foot riser 
and separate it from water and gas.

Mexico sees no quick 
victory in drug war
By Anahi Rama, 
Reuters

Mexico’s drug violence that 
has killed 23,000 people 

could rage for years before being 
curtailed, judging by past anti-
crime fights in Italy, Colombia and 
the United States, the government 
said on Tuesday.
     Security Minister Genero Garcia 
Luna told the Reuters Latin Ameri-
can Investment Summit in Mexico 
City that his country could not 

expect a quick victory in the army-
backed offensive launched in late 
2006 against powerful drug cartels 
fighting over lucrative smuggling 
routes into the United States.
     “In every case, the average is 
between six and eight years,” Gar-
cia Luna said in his headquarters in 
the Mexican capital. “In the case of 
Italy, in the case of Colombia, New 
York and Chicago, the curve was 
six years on average ... In Italy it 
lasted almost seven years.
     “I hope that in Mexico it will be 
sooner,” he added.
     With strong support from Wash-
ington, President Felipe Calderon 
has sent more than 70,000 soldiers, 
elite navy units and federal po-
lice across Mexico to take on the 
cartels.
     Despite record drug seizures 
and arrests, violence has escalated 
to horrifying levels. Once-quiet 
manufacturing and colonial tourist 
towns feel terrorized by daylight 
shootouts between rival gangs and 
the army.
     Some companies are freezing 
investment along the U.S. border, 
local business leaders say.

No-fly rules tightened 
after failed attack
By Jerry Markon, Spencer S. 
Hsu and Anne E. Kornblut
Washington Post

The U.S. government on 
Wednesday began requiring 

airlines to check no-fly lists much 
more quickly as a way to screen out 
terror suspects, officials said, after 
revelations that the man suspected 
of trying to detonate a car bomb in 
Times Square was able to board an 
international flight even though his 
name was put on a watch list. 
     Until now, airlines have had 24 

News
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hours to check the list after they are 
notified that a name has been added 
to it through a special, expedited 
process that indicates a high level 
of potential risk. Starting Wednes-
day, they must check within two 
hours. 
     Faisal Shahzad, the 30-year-old 
Pakistani-American arrested for 
Saturday’s bombing attempt, was 
placed on the expedited no-fly list 
Monday morning. But he was able 
to purchase a one-way ticket to 
Pakistan shortly before the flight 
was scheduled to leave. 
     After he boarded the Emirates 
airline flight at John F. Kennedy 
International airport, federal of-
ficials were alerted to his presence 
and entered the plane to escort him 
off. 
     “In his case, the airline seem-
ingly didn’t check the name, and 
the suspect was allowed to pur-
chase a ticket and obtain a boarding 
pass,” a senior administration of-
ficial said Wednesday. “Under the 
new measure, the airline would be 
required to re-check the list within 
two hours of being notified of a 
special circumstance expedited No 
Fly name.”

Tough-talking admin 
officials keep ‘Boot on 
Neck’ of BP 
Mike Soraghan
New York Times

BP used to stand for “British 
Petroleum.” Now the company 
wants people to think “Beyond 
Petroleum.” But in the eyes of the 
Obama administration it’s starting 
to mean “blame petroleum.”
They cannot cite a specific com-
plaint beyond a desire that the 
company work faster to find a solu-
tion to the river of crude pouring 

out of its well. But Obama’s Cabi-
net secretaries have started poking 
some verbal kidney punches at the 
oil giant.

That was most apparent on the 
Sunday talk shows when Interior 
Secretary Ken Salazar in two sepa-
rate appearances used the imagery 
of a Wild West bar fight to describe 
how the administration was dealing 
with the company, whose well is 
shooting 5,000 barrels of oil a day 
into the Gulf of Mexico.

“Our job is basically to keep 
the boot on the neck of British 
Petroleum,” Salazar said, who 
often sports a Stetson and who four 
months ago stirred the ire of the oil 
business by saying unlike under 
his predecessors in the George W. 
Bush administration, oil compa-
nies would no longer be treated 
like “kings of the world.” When he 
was a senator, he had to apologize 
after calling Christian conservative 
leader James Dobson “the anti-
christ of the world.”

And Obama press secretary Rob-
ert Gibbs made clear yesterday that 
the step-on-the-neck image had the 
White House seal of approval.
“I think that kind of sums up in that 
Western Colorado way how -- what 
we’re trying to convey,” Gibbs 
said.

It was more subtle when Cabi-
net officials started calling the 
company “British Petroleum,” a 
moniker that reflects the company’s 
foreign ownership but also a name 
it shed in 2000, when it became BP 
Amoco. 

It later dropped Amoco and 
started using the “Beyond Petro-
leum” slogan.
     When he spoke in Venice, La., 
yesterday, President Obama cor-
rectly referred to the company as 
BP, and stuck to the basic message 
regarding the company’s role as the 

“responsible party.” 
     He said, “Let me be clear: BP is 
responsible for this leak; BP will be 
paying the bill.”
     But as Salazar, Homeland Se-
curity Secretary Janet Napolitano 
and Coast Guard Commandant 
Thad Allen made the rounds of the 
Sunday talk shows, each referred to 
BP at least once as “British Petro-
leum.”
     “British Petroleum needs to get 
the spill stopped,” Napolitano said on 
“FOX News Sunday.”
     Administration officials hit nearly 
every talk show yesterday, emphasiz-
ing that while the federal government 
was on the job, BP would pay the 
tab. 
They also indicated frustration with 
the London-based oil company 
but did not raise specific criticisms 
beyond a desire that it work more 
quickly to find a solution to the con-
founding stream of pollution flowing 
from a mile below the surface.
     The shots across the company’s 
bow come as the administration 
has stepped up its involvement and 
started working furiously to show the 
federal government doing everything 
possible. 
     The administration seems both 
fearful and enraged by comparisons 
to Hurricane Katrina, another Gulf 
Coast disaster, but one that claimed 
more than 1,800 lives.
     The elbows are being thrown even 
as BP has sought to assure the Gulf 
Coast and the country that it takes 
responsibility for the response to the 
Deepwater Horizon spill and will pay 
compensation for legitimate claims 
for property damage, personal injury 
and commercial losses.
     “We are responsible, not for the 
accident, but we are responsible for 
the oil and for dealing with it and 
cleaning the situation up,” said BP 
CEO Tony Hayward.
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USNORTHCOM, 
Homeland Defense and DSCA
NORTHCOM with-
draws from nuclear 
attack test
Washington Times

U.S. Northern Command in 
Colorado withdrew from 

major participation in this month's 
National Level Exercise, a large-
scale drill that tests whether the 
military and the Department of 
Homeland Security can work with 
local governments to respond to an 
attack or natural disaster. 
     The exercise was canceled 
recently after the planned site for a 
post-nuclear-attack response — Las 
Vegas — pulled out in November, 
fearing a negative impact on its 
struggling business environment. 
A government official involved 
in NLE planning said a new site 
could not be found. Maj. Michael 
Humphreys, a Northern Command 
spokesman, said the military of-
ficials decided to delink the Ardent 
Sentry exercise from the national 
level exercise, but he stressed that 
the command conducts other exer-
cises at other times.

La. Gov. Jindal calls 
on National Guard for 
assistance in oil spill
WWL, New Orleans

Louisiana Governor Bobby 
Jindal has sent letters to federal 

officials, asking them to approve 
funding to activate up to 6,000 
National Guard soldiers and airmen 
to assist in the response to the Gulf 
oil spill.

Alaska hosts      
Vigilant Guard 
National Guard Bureau
Members of the Alaska National 
Guard have been joined by 50 
other state and federal organiza-
tions to take part in Vigilant Guard, 
a disaster-based training scenario 
that tests the coordination of these 
disaster preparedness organiza-
tions.               
     “We are testing an unbelievable 
amount of effort and synchroniza-
tion," said Army Maj. Gen. Thom-
as H. Katkus, adjutant general for 
the Alaska National Guard. Guard 
resources taking part in the exer-
cise include Chemical, Biological, 
Nuclear and high-yield Explosive 
Enhanced Response Force Package 
teams, who specialize in search and 
rescue and medical triage; Expedi-
tionary Medical Support teams that 
provide rapid, on-site medical care; 
and Civil Support Teams, whose 
mission is to detect and identify 
chemical agents.

NYC firefighters,     
Marines conduct drill
WCAX, Vermont

Firefighters and U.S. Marines 
conducted a large-scale drill 

April 22, simulating a response 
to a terror attack on a New York 
City bus and subway. Local first-
responders and Marines tested 
coordinated responses to a terror 
attack, including the release of a 
toxin in a subway car. About 200 
firefighters and Marines took part 
in the exercise.

Evidence-based di-
saster planning key to 
success
HHS - Agency for Toxic Sub-

stances and Disease Registry

Disaster planning is only as 
good as the assumptions on 

which it is based. However, some 
of these assumptions are derived 
from a conventional wisdom that 
is at variance with emprical field 
disaster research studies. 
     Knowledge of disaster research 
findings might help planners avoid 
common disaster management 
pitfalls, thereby improving disaster 
response planning. To illustrate the 
point, this article examines several 
common assumptions about disas-
ters, compares them with research 
findings, and discusses the implica-
tions for planning.

EPA stages ‘Dirty 
Bomb’ exercise
Global Security Newswire

The U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency conducted a 

large-scale exercise this week to 
assess the ability of government 
agencies to rehabilitate land and 
communities following detonation 
of a radiological "dirty bomb." 
     In excess of 700 staffers from 
local, state and federal government 
departments and the private sector 
participated in the drill in Philadel-
phia. 
     The drill, dubbed Liberty Ra-
dEx, simulated the conditions that 
would be found one month after an 
improvised radiological bomb was 
set off in the city's Independence 
National Park. Unlike many other 
disaster simulations, the exercise 
focused on radiation assessment, 
cleanup and community restoration 
rather than the immediate aftermath 
of an incident.                    
      Among the participating agen-
cies were the city Emergency 
Management Office, the U.S. Coast 
Guard, the FBI and FEMA.
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FCC establishes cen-
ter for public safety
Federal Computer Week

The Federal Communications 
Commission has created an 

Emergency Response Interoper-
ability Center to support its plans 
for a national broadband network 
for first responders. 

The center will lead develop-
ment of a framework for interoper-
able public safety communications. 

The new center will support the 
FCC’s plans to create a broadband 
network for public safety that 
would operate as part of a com-
mercial network and give priority 
to first responders during an emer-
gency.

Coast Guard sees big 
risk from oil spill
Reuters

The Coast Guard is scrambling 
to prevent a giant slick from 

an oil rig blowout from reaching 
the U.S. Gulf of Mexico shoreline, 
Admiral Thad Allen, Coast Guard 
commandant, said April 28.  
   "This is potentially a very serious 
issue ... We are under no illusion of 
the risk that's involved here," Allen 
said. 

 The Coast Guard said that the 
crude slick had a circumference of 
about 600 miles, covering about 
28,600 square miles. 

That is slightly bigger than the 
U.S. state of West Virginia.
Military pay competi-
tive with private sec-
tor pay rate

By Lisa Daniel, 
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — Military 
compensation is competing 

well against the private sector, as 
evidenced by the high rate of re-
cruitment and retention, a Defense 
Department official told a Senate 
subcommittee today.

Therefore, the department is 
focusing on targeted special pays 
and bonuses as an efficient means 
to give incentives for people to 
sign up for hard-to-fill and hard-to-
retain specialties, William J. Carr, 
deputy undersecretary of defense 
for personnel policy, told the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee’s 
personnel subcommittee.

Using regular military compen-
sation  —  basic pay combined with 
housing and food allowances and 
federal tax advantages  —  as a 
comparison, military members are 
paid higher than 70 percent of their 
private-sector peers of similar edu-
cation and experience, Carr said.

A $340 million investment in 
such pays could provide $30,000 
bonuses to more than 11,000 ser-
vicemembers the military especial-
ly needs, Carr said, while the same 
amount would buy only a 0.5 pay 
raise for all servicemembers. 

At the same time, however, it is 
important to ensure regular com-
pensation remains competitive, 
he said, noting the department’s 
request for a 1.4 percent across-the-
board pay increase for next year.

Carr called specialty and incen-
tive pays “essential,” especially 
for special operations forces and 
people with medical, dentistry, 
mental health, aviation and nuclear 
skills. 

The services paid out $6.4 bil-
lion in specialty pays last year, 
comprising 4.4 percent of the per-
sonnel budget. 

The department is requesting 
$5.6 billion for 2011.

The decrease does not mean 
such targeted incentives are less 
important, Carr said. 

Rather, he explained, it reflects 
less need to use them during the 
slow economic recovery.

When recruiting and retention 
dropped in the strong job market of 
the late 1990s, Congress and De-
fense Department officials reacted 
quickly, Carr said. 

Since 2002, pay has risen 42 
percent, housing allowance has 
gone up by 83 percent, and the 
subsistence allowance has grown 
by 40 percent, he said, compared to 
a 32 percent rise in private-sector 
salaries.
 
DSCA Daily News  
input welcomed
www.dsca.army.mil/DSCA/News.
aspx  

As always, we’re eager to hear 
feedback on the usefulness 

of this service, your suggestions 
on improving it, as well as any 
potential information or articles 
you think might be valuable for 
readers of the DSCA News Alert. 
     If you have a question, please 
reply to this message with your 
request: DoD DSCA Course Dis-
tance Learning Manager 
staff@arnorth.org
     Disclaimer: The purpose of 
this news brief is to increase your 
situational awareness concern-
ing events that may impact your 
mission. Articles are taken from 
established and diverse profes-
sional periodicals, news articles 
and editorial commentaries. 
Opinions expressed in the arti-
cles/commentaries do not consti-
tute endorsement by the Depart-
ment of Defense, U.S. Northern 
Command, or U.S. Army North.

Disasters
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Army North responds to support 
federal response to oil spill

"I'm 34, and they've been inspiring me for the last 39 
years they've been together," Locklear said. David is 
a retired Army first sergeant.
Volunteer work makes her a better noncommis-
sioned officer, she said, because it helps her relate 
to and develop Soldiers – even those Soldiers facing 
personal or professional issues.
"Sometimes it just takes that one NCO to turn a Sol-

dier around," she said.
Garr thanked the individual award winners during 
the ceremony. 
"For some of you, your selfless service during duty 
days isn't enough; a career of services has become a 
lifetime of service. My heartfelt thanks to all those 
who volunteer," Garr said. "We honor you today. 
The millions of dollars' worth of volunteer hours 
don't begin to describe the value that you have."

Story and photo by 
Don Manuszewski 
U.S. Army North PAO

ROBERT, La.  — Several Army 
North subordinate units deployed 
to various locations in the southeast 
United States to support the overall 
federal and commercial response for 
the Mississippi Canyon 252 Incident 
Response to the oil spill in the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

The Defense Coordinating Offi-
cers and Elements from Regions IV 
and VI deployed to Mobile, Ala., and 
Robert, La., respectively, in support 
of the Unified Area Command.

Additional forces from Contin-
gency Command Post 1, led by Maj.  
Gen. John Basilica, deployed to 
Robert as well to assist other federal 
agencies supporting local, state and 
private industry personnel.

“This is a unique situation where 
you have a private company request-
ing support from the federal govern-
ment,” said Lt. Gen. Guy Swan III, 
commanding general, U. S. Army 
North.  “The dynamics are interest-
ing – we need to capture observa-
tions for future operations.”

The overall effort is being led by 
British Petroleum, with the U. S. 
Coast Guard leading the Administra-
tion-wide response effort.

“We are here to help,” said Lt. 
Col. Perry Seawright, DCO, Region 
IV.   “We plan and prepare every 
day with our local, state and federal 
partners for events like this, and 
we’re fully integrated into the Coast 
Guard’s response efforts.

For example, the first thing Region 
IV did, within six hours of hitting 
the ground, was  coordinate Strategic 
Airlift of 6,000 feet of Boom from 
Travis Air Force Base,  Calif., to 
Mobile,  Ala. The boom was im-
mediately deployed around Dolphin 
Island at the mouth of Mobile bay. 
Including flight time, this was done 
in 12 hours.  

“That’s what we can do – provide 
the right capability at the right time,” 
said Seawright. “I couldn’t ask for a 
better team  of professionals in DCE 
IV.”

This event marks the first time 
ARNORTH personnel have de-
ployed to support a non-governmen-
tal agency as well as the extended 
deployment of a portion of a CCP.  

Designed to command and control 
a task force, the oil spill mission, at 
this time, isn’t one that is expected to 
require a great deal of land forces.

“We say it all the time, but truly, 
we’re here to make others suc-
cessful,” said Basilica.  “Our goal 
here is not to lead the charge but to 

help where we can.  If that’s strate-
gic planning, assisting in the joint 
information center or wherever else 
– that’s what we’ll do.”

Another difference between this 
operation and others that ARNOR-
TH has deployed to is the process 
Department of Defense capabilities 
are requested.

“Normally, we receive a mis-
sion assignment from the primary 
agency,” said Maj. John  Depew,  
operations officer, DCO, Region VI. 
“However, in this case, we’re work-
ing Requests for Assistance from the 
Coast Guard.”

from Locklear, Pg. 18

ROBERT, La. – Maj. Marsha Tutt (cen-
ter), operations officer, Contingency 
Command Post 1, U. S. Army North; 
along with Air Force Maj. Dani John-
son (left) public affairs officer, Joint  
Public Affairs Support Element, Joint 
Forces Command, Norfolk, Va., and 
Melissa Terry, financial management 
analyst, USARNORTH, coordinate a 
potential Request for Assistance.  



Fiesta participants pose for 
pictures in front of a U.S. Army 
North Sentinel vehicle.
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Photo by Staff Sgt. Keith Anderson 
U.S. Army North PAO

Fiesta participants pose for pictures in 
front of a U.S. Army North Sentinel vehi-
cle during the Fort Sam Houstion Fiesta  
Extravaganza April 18.


