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Ninety percent of the injuries 
and illnesses that people have 
can be treated through sick 
call, because we have a 
physician’s assistant assigned 
to the battalion. 

- Sgt. Sarah Jean Wicker
STB medic section NCOIC 

Photos by 2nd Lt. Sophia Volz

Medics conduct critical mission
By 2nd Lt. Sophia Volz 
4th Brig., 1st Armd. Div.

Medics and personnel at the 10th Combat Support Hospital triage injured victims during an exercise with 
Army and Air Force personnel, as well as civilian contractors.

The 4th Special Troops Battalion Medic Section:  Sgt. 
Vanessa Bessa, Spc. Cathlin Irvine, Capt. Isaritza 
Rosello, Sgt. 1st Class Michael Dees, Pfc. Erin Lake, 
Pfc. Bianca Ragan, and Sgt. Sarah Jean Wicker. 

COB ADDER, Iraq – Across the Army, 
the primary job of medics is to provide 
medical treatment to wounded soldiers. 
They are a staple of Army combat func-
tionality, and are found in every stage of 
medical treatment in a combat zone. 

Yet, their job encompasses much 
more than just emergency care.

The medic section at the Special 
Troops Batt alion, 4th Brigade, 1st Ar-
mored Division, fulfi lls many critical 
roles at Contingency Operating Base 
Adder and the outposts in the sur-
rounding areas.  

The ten-person section, headed by 
Capt. Isaritza Rosello, from Puerto Rico, 
is trained to initiate medical treatment at 
the accident or injury location, maintain 
medical treatment during evacuation to 
healthcare facilities and provide medi-

cal treatment in the medical facilities.
However, some may not realize what 

a key role they play in the day-to-day 
medical treatment of Soldiers.

Medics Pfc. Bianca Ragan and Pfc. 
Erin Lake currently work at the 10th 
Combat Support Hospital.  They screen 
patients, administer vaccinations and as-
sist with procedures.  They do rotations 
through the emergency room and are in-
volved with all patients who are triaged 
through the CSH.  

Several of the medics also see to 
patients through “sick call” Monday 
through Saturday.  

“Ninety percent of the injuries and 
illnesses that people have can be treat-
ed through sick call, because we have 
a physician’s assistant assigned to the 
batt alion,” said Sgt. Sarah Jean Wicker, 
Woodbury, Minn., native and noncom-
missioned offi  cer in charge  for the 
medic section. “Most people we can 
treat without having to send them to 
the Combat Support Hospital.”

Specialized requirements, such as 
physical therapy and internal medicine, 
are sent to the CSH.

Another medic, Spc. Courtney Sloat 

from Grand Blanc, Mich., is currently 
serving a rotation at Joint Security Sta-
tion Soto, an outpost in the Highlander 
Area of operations. 

“My primary job is to provide medi-
cal coverage for the Special Troops 
Batt alion’s Military Police there,” Sloat 
said, “but I also assist with any emer-
gencies that arise with the armor unit 
at Soto.”

The Special Troops Batt alion medic 
section is also hosting a post-wide mass 
casualty exercise at COB Adder.  It will 
include Army and Air Force personnel, 
as well as civilian contractors. 

For more of 1st Lt. Torres’ stories, visit:
www.TheRedBulls.org/Torres
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As U.S. forces in Iraq prepare for 
their eventual withdrawal from the 
country, the fruit of their partnership 
with Iraqi forces is beginning to ripen.

The mechanics of “Enforcer” (E) 
Company, 121st Brigade Support Bat-
talion work alongside their Iraqi coun-
terparts from the Headquarters Sup-
port Company and all fi ve Iraqi Army 
Brigades that 4th Batt alion, 6th Infan-
try Regiment is partnered with.

“The partnership is working prett y 
well.  The mechanics all have a good 
working relationship,” said Staff  Sgt. 
Ed Brown, team chief of (A) Combat 
Readiness Team from Pennsylvania.  
“The Iraqis are prett y good mechanics, 

and they appreciate the help that they 
receive from our Soldiers.” 

Sgt. 1st Class Gary Parks, mainte-
nance control sergeant from Louisville, 
Ky., said the planning can be a chal-
lenge, and the CRT has worked long 
hours with the Iraqis. Still, the interac-
tion has been rewarding.

“[The partnership] off ers a great op-
portunity for the Soldiers to interact; 
not only through our cultures, but also 
through our work ethic,” said Parks.

Vehicle mechanics Sgt. Jimmy Hib-
bler from Caruthersville, Mo., and Spc. 
Clayton Fesender from Longwood, 
Fla., were called upon to provide as-
sistance with a humvee oil change and 

some other basic services.  
“The Iraqis are good people,” said 

Hibbler. “Sometimes it is diffi  cult to 
communicate with them, but they are 
easy-going and easy to work with.”

“Enforcer” is working on a more 
in-depth joint training schedule with 
their counterparts from Sparrowhawk, 
an Iraqi training base nearby.  The 
company is looking forward to doing 
more training and establishing stron-
ger relationships to help them and 
their Iraqi partners be successful now 
and in the future.

Teaming-up 
with ISF helps 
maintain 
forces

For more of 2nd Lt. Brandon Duncan stories, visit:
www.TheRedBulls.org/Duncan

By 2nd Lt. Brandon Duncan
121st BSB,4th Brig., 1st Armed. Div.

The public saw an electric light for the fi rst 
time in Louisville. Thomas Edison introduced 
his incandescent light bulb to crowds at the 
Southern Exposition in 1883.

Sgt. Jimmy Hibbler, a Bradley Fighting Vehicle Systems Maintainer assigned to E CO, 121st Brigade 
Support Battalion from Caruthersville, Mo., poses for a picture with Iraqi Army Soldiers after over-watching 
an oil change and basic services. 

Photo by Spc. Jayson Carr  

“Combat Stress 
Clinic”
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The ancient ziggurat of Ur
A lesson in history: 
Photos Illustrations by Pfc. J. Princeville Lawrence
34th Red Bull Infantry Division PAO

Sumerian king Ur-Nammu built the ziggurat of Ur in the 21st century B.C. as a shrine 
to the moon god Nanna. The step pyramid is thought to have towered 100 feet.

Of 25 known ziggurats in Iraq and Iran, The ziggurat of Ur, near the modern 
city of An Nasiriyah, Iraq, is the best preserved. It was restored in the 6th 
century B.C. by King Nabonidus, last king of the Neo-Babylonian Empire.

In the shadows of the ziggurat of Ur lie several ruins, including 
this archway, often considered the oldest in the world.

The ziggurat 
of Ur was 
damaged in the 
fi rst Gulf War 
by some 400-
bullet holes. 
In addition, 
the structure 
was shaken 
by explosions, 
recognizable 
by four nearby 
bomb craters.

“Do not walk on top of these rocks. Keep our history safe.” Since 2003, security of the 5000-year 
old ziggurat of Ur has mainly been under control of Coalition forces. However, responsibility for 
the ziggurat was transferred to Iraqi Security Forces, May 13, 2009.
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The E-pledge is the fastest, most convenient way to give. All you 
have to do is go online to www.cfcoverseas.org  Once you are there 
click on “e-giving”. If you already have an account with CFC, just 
log-in. If not, you need to register. 

After you are done registering you can do a charity search to fi nd 
the right charity for you.  The CFC-O has over 2,000 national and 
international organizations you can donate to such as Books for 
Africa, Pet life Line or National Inventors Hall of Fame Foundation. 

To do a charity search, click on programs and look at the different 
categories such as Animal related or Youth development. Select 
one, then hit “GO.” When you scroll down the page, you get a list of 
charities to choose from. After you pick the one you want to support, 
simply add it to your “Basket”. You can designate the amount you 
want to give, starting out at as low as  a one-time donation of $1.

On the e-pledge you will be asked to provide a Reporting Unit 
Code. These codes help your section get credit and awards for your 
donations. 

Can you spare a dollar?
Do you earn $47,000 or more in a year? As an E-5 
or higher on deployment, you do, putting you in 
the top 1% of income earners in the world. Why 
not give some of that money to the Combined 
Federal Campaign- Overseas Organization?

••  Get a paper pledge card from   Get a paper pledge card from 
your CFC-O representativeyour CFC-O representative

•  Go online and print one off •  Go online and print one off 

• E-pledge online using your • E-pledge online using your 
credit or debit cardcredit or debit card

34th DSTB, HHC- 8170025

34th DSTB, NSC-  8170026

34th DSTB, HSC-  8170027

34th DSTB, MP’s-8170028

34th DSTB, Band-8170029

3-58 AOB- 8170030

305 PSYOP- 8170031

343/367 MPAD- 8170032

4-5 ADA BTRY- 8170033
This year’s CFC-O Campaign ends on 4 December so sign up to make a difference in someone’s life. 

Reporting Unit Codes

For puzzle solutions, visit: www.TheRedBulls.org/PuzzleSolutions

3 ways to give:3 ways to give:
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Around the world in 34 seconds
LONDON - The Afghan government would quickly be overthrown if NATO troops pulled out of the country now, British 
Foreign Secretary David Miliband said Friday. “If international forces leave, you can choose a time -- fi ve minutes, 24 hours 
or seven days -- but the insurgent forces will overrun those forces that are prepared to put up resistance and we would be 

back to square one,” he told the Guardian newspaper. At the end of a visit to Kabul for the inauguration of President Hamid Karzai, 
Miliband said Afghans were “sad that they need anyone, but if they weren’t here their country would be rolled over.” More than 230 
British troops have been killed in Afghanistan since 2001, and British public opposition has grown to involvement in the interna-
tional coalition fi ghting the Taliban.

MIAMI - The ringleader of a group of Miami men convicted of plott ing to blow up Chicago’s Sears Tower and government 
offi  ces was sentenced to 13-1/2 years in prison on Friday. The sentence for Narseal Batiste was handed down by a federal 
court judge in Miami, who earlier this week announced lighter prison terms ranging from fi ve to eight years for Batiste’s 

four co-conspirators. The case was touted as a major blow against terrorism and a victory in government eff orts to dismantle do-
mestic “sleeper cells” when federal agents arrested the men in Miami’s poor and predominantly black Liberty City neighborhood in 
June 2006. 

   
PARIS - The French Football Federation (FFF) has ruled out a replay of their controversial World Cup playoff  against 
Ireland, saying on Friday world governing body FIFA’s decision that the result should stand was fi nal. The FA of Ireland 
(FAI) appealed to FIFA for a replay aft er France striker Thierry Henry handled the ball sett ing up William Gallas’s extra-

time equalizer in Wednesday’s 1-1 draw in Paris. FIFA wasted litt le time in rejecting the plea. The FAI board met on Friday and 
issued a statement saying it had called on the French federation to “join with it and the captains of the French and Irish teams... to 
request a replay from FIFA that would protect the integrity of the game worldwide and the pride of the French national team.”

WELLINGTON - A Santa in New Zealand with a droopy eye has received a NZ$100,000 ($74,000) face-lift  in the run-up 
to Christmas, so that his aging face does not scare children. The 66-foot tall fi berglass Santa has been among the festive 
decorations in  Auckland since 1960 but in recent years began to struggle with one of his eyes that was made to wink and a 

mechanical fi nger that moved in a welcoming gesture. “There was a concern the guy did look a litt le creepy,” Heart of the City chief 
executive Alex Swney told local media. His face remains bandaged ahead of a public unveiling on Sunday. 
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