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FOB KALSU – The Babil Pro-
vincial Reconstruction Team held 
their fi rst forensics conference for 
30 local judges, prosecutors, and 
investigators, Dec. 12 at Forward 
Operating Base Kalsu.

The Babil offi  cials were given 
a tour of the FOB Kalsu forensics 
lab, shown a case study of how 
eff ective modern evidence gath-
ering techniques are and given 
an opportunity to question their 
American counter-parts as part 
of the conference.

“It was very helpful,” Judge 
Mohanad al Dolaimi, the general 
prosecutor for the Babil province, 

said through a translator. “Ev-
erything we saw today, we have 
a great need for. We are missing 
much of this technology.”

Ed Freyer, an assistant to 
the 3rd Heavy Brigade Combat 
Team, 3rd Infantry Division’s 
rule-of-law expert, spent about 
45 minutes going through one 
of his cases when he was with 
the FBI in 1994. Freyer said he 
thought his presentation was an 
eye-opener for many of the Babil 
offi  cials.

 “They understood most of what I was saying and see its value. They aren’t quite 
at our level yet, but they see what their forensics labs can be in the future.”

Babil Province judges learn more about forensics

— Ed Freyer 
Assistant to the 3rd Heavy Brigade Combat Team 

3rd Infantry Division’s rule-of-law expert

Ed Freyer, an assistant to the 3rd HBCT, 3rd Inf. Div.’s rule of law 
expert, explains one of his forensics cases from when he was 
with the FBI to 30 judges, prosecutors and investigators from 
Babil Province at FOB Kalsu, Dec. 12. 

By Sgt. Ben Hutto,
3rd HBCT Public Affairs Offi ce

Ed Freyer, an assistant to the 3rd HBCT, 3rd Inf. Div.’s rule of law expert, listens to an Iraqi 
prosecutor following Freyer’s forensics presentation at FOB Kalsu, Dec. 12. Freyer’s presentation 
focused on the value of forensic evidence and how it can be used to help convict criminals.

Photos by Sgt. Ben Hutto
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FOB KALSU – Over 300 lett ers from 
the students of Brookstone Academy, of 
Columbus, Ga., were distributed Dec. 
8 to 3rd Heavy Brigade Combat Team, 
3rd Infantry Division Soldiers stationed 
at Forward Operating Base Kalsu.

Students ranging from pre-kinder-
garten to high school seniors sent lett ers 
encouraging the Soldiers and inquiring 
about their lives and loved ones back in 
the United States.

As Soldiers read their lett ers aloud, 
questions ranging from “Are you 
scared?” to “What is your favorite 
sport?” fi lled the rooms at FOB Kalsu.

“This is a good opportunity for stu-
dents to see that Soldiers are people just 
like them,” said Sgt. 1st Class Christo-
pher Harris, the non-commissioned of-
fi cer in charge of civil operations for the 
3rd HBCT. “We are hoping to use these 
lett ers as an opportunity to further build 
our relationship with Brookstone Acad-
emy.”

Before the unit’s current deployment, 
middle school students from Brookstone 
visited Kelley Hill, the home of the 3rd 
HBCT at Fort Benning, Ga., and experi-
enced the day in the life of a Sledgeham-
mer Soldier in a garrison environment.

Col. Pete Jones, the 3rd HBCT com-
mander, is encouraging all of his Sol-
diers to write back and help the students 

Brookstone Academy 
reaches out to Soldiers
By Sgt. Ben Hutto,
3rd HBCT Public Affairs Offi ce

understand what is going on in Iraq.
“I think it’s a great opportunity,” he 

said. “I’ve already have my two lett ers 
I’ll be responding to.”

In addition to responding, Jones will 
be fi lming holiday greetings for each 
class at the school.

“We want to get in touch with all the 
teachers at the schools and see if we 
can help any of their history classes,” 
he said. “The brigade is currently in a 
very historic place. Not far from here 
are the ruins of Babylon. Alexander the 
Great died near where our FOB is. We’d 
love to send pictures and video back 
of places like that to help make those 
places more real to those students.” 

Cpt. Joan Hollein, commander, Headquarters Troop, 3rd Bde. Special Troops Bn., laughs as she reads a 
letter from a Brookstone Academy student at her company’s headquarters on FOB Kalsu. Soldiers assigned 
to the 3rd HBCT, 3rd Inf. Div., received over 300 letters from the school’s students.

Photos by Sgt. Ben Hutto

Spc. Dwayne Williams, a Soldier assigned to 
“B” Company, 203rd Bde. Support Bn., reads a 
letter from a Brookstone Academy student at his 
company’s headquarters on FOB Kalsu
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designated a 12-mile section of the Mississippi 
south of St. Cloud part of Minnesota’s Wild 
& Scenic Rivers Program in 1976. It has 30 
undeveloped “Beaver Islands”, multiple 
channels and sandbars, and no major rapids, 
and is popular for day trips by canoe.

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

COB BASRA – The benefi ts a 
grateful nation makes available to 
its military are numerous, but con-
necting those service members to 
the resources in their local areas – 
especially National Guard and Re-
serve – can be a challenge.

In conjunction with the commu-
nity of St. Cloud, Minn., the 34th 
Infantry Division hosted a city hall 
teleconference at COB Basra Dec. 

Connecting Soldiers to hometown benefi ts
By Sgt. Benjamin R. Kibbey
367th MPAD

The be

17, showcasing the individuals and 
organizations the Soldiers of central 
Minnesota will deal with.

The conference was proof of 
concept, said Capt. John Donovan, 
Red Bull Visitor’s Bureau and event 
coordinator.  The hope is that this 
event will not only help St. Cloud 
Soldiers, but also open the way for 
similar coordination between local 
communities and their deployed 
service members in the future.

“The purpose of this event it to 

take macro-information and put it 
at a micro-level, to take information 
that would be disseminated state-
wide, to all the soldiers in Minne-
sota, and now provide it to their 
specifi c zip codes,” Donovan said.

“The hope today is that people 
could actually take out their Sol-
dier notebook and be writing down 
telephone numbers that start with 
their area code,” he said, “and walk 
away with the telephone number, 
the name and a face of the person 
that they’ll interface with when 
they get back home.”

Sgt. Nicholas Buskey, from the 
St. Cloud area, 34th Military Police 
Co., was one of approximately 40 
Minnesota Soldiers who att ended 
aft er hearing about the teleconfer-
ence through his chain of com-
mand.

“I just want to see what resourc-
es are out there, kind of open my 
mind, broaden what I know.” he 
said.

Buskey, who has taken advan-
tage of medical Veterans Adminis-
tration benefi ts in the past, said he 
had been to other briefi ngs during 
his previous deployment, but never 
before anything this localized.

“I know there’s some stuff  out 
there,” he said, “but, like I said, I 
don’t know if there is any more out 
there.”

The teleconference provided a 
unique opportunity to inform the 
Soldiers, as well as giving them the 
chance to ask questions.

Maj. Jeff  Howe, 34th Inf. Div. 
transportation offi  cer, asked local 
VA representatives about a resource 
he had used in the past, the Transi-
tion Assistance Program. 

Not just a tool for those seeking 
employment, TAP helps Soldiers 
looking to move up or on with a 
current employer, putt ing their 
military skills into use in a civilian 
environment, Howe said.

“It was actually open to spouses 
too,” he said.  “So, my spouse went 

BENEFITS
Page 7

Brig. Gen Gerald Lang, deputy commander-maneuver, 34th Infantry Division, opens the Soldier assistance 
video teleconference at Contingency Operating Base Basra with a few words of gratitude to the people who 
made it possible Dec. 17.  In conjunction with the community of St. Cloud, Minn., the 34th Inf. Div. hosted the 
city hall teleconference to showcase the individuals and organizations the Soldiers of central Minnesota will 
deal with when seeking veteran’s benefi ts.

Photo by Sgt. Benjamin R. Kibbey
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Uhum – theyUhum – they

489th 
TOA

Capt. Janet C. Sapata-Ellis, assistant Intel. Offi cer and native of Mililani, Hawaii and Warrant Offi cer Daminique M. Ward, property book offi cer and Baltimore, Md. native, 
both of 17th Fires Brigade, hang decorations on the Christmas tree in the 17th Fires Brigade Headquarters at COB Basra, Iraq.

Photo by Spc. Maurice A. Galloway

Holiday spirit sweeps through the 17th FB HQ
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Word Search: 

For puzzle solutions, visit: www.TheRedBulls.org/PuzzleSolutions

ANGEL
BELLS
BETHLEHEM
CANDLES
CANDY CANE
CAROLS
DECORATIONS
EGGNOG
FAMILY
FRANKINCENSE
FRIENDS    
FRUITCAKE
GABRIEL
GIFTS
GOLD
GREETING 
CARDS
HOLLY
ICICLES
JESUS
JOSEPH

LIGHTS    
MANGER
MARY
MISTLETOE
MYRRH
ORNAMENTS
POINSETTIA
SANTA
SHEPHERDS
SKATES
SLEIGH    
SNOWFLAKES
SNOWMAN
STABLE
STAR
STOCKING
THREE WISE MEN
TOBOGGAN
TOYS
TREE
WREATH 

Christmas

18 Dec, 1900, Gospel Choir Concert  Extravaganza, Interim Chapel

19 Dec, 1600, Hanukkah Candle Lighting Service, Interim Chapel

24 Dec, 2200, Christmas Eve Candle Light Service, NEW Chapel

24 Dec, 2330, Christmas Eve Mass, NEW Chapel

25 Dec, 0900, Christmas Mass, NEW Chapel

25 Dec, 1030, COB Basra Christmas Service, NEW Chapel
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JANUARY 10, 2010
RACE DAY REGISTRATION STARTS AT 0600 AT THE USO

RACE STARTS AT 0715
SUGGESTED DONATION OF $10; T-SHIRTS FOR THE FIRST 400 REGISTERED

ALL PROCEEDS CONTRIBUTE TO A MINNESOTA MEMORIAL IN HONOR OF:
SPC Daniel Drevnick, SPC James Wertish, and SPC Carlos Wilcox

(MEMORIAL COINS WILL ALSO BE FOR SALE FOR $20 EACH)
PRE-REGISTRATION:

27 DECEMBER, MAIN PX 1100-1500
03 JANUARY, USO 1200-1400

08 JANUARY, DFAC2 LUNCH & DINNER
CASH/CHECK/EAGLE CASH ACCEPTED DURING PRE-REGISTRATION; RACE DAY CASH/CHECK ONLY

PRIZES FOR TOP MALE/FEMALE FINISHERS
1ST: Apple Ipod Touch

2nd: Oakley Sunglasses
3rd: Nike+ Sportsband

RACE DAY REGISTRATION STARTS AT 0600 AT THE USO
RACE STARTS AT 0715

SUGGESTED DONATION OF $10; T-SHIRTS FOR THE FIRST 400 REGISTERED

ALL PROCEEDS CONTRIBUTE TO A MINNESOTA MEMORIAL IN HONOR OF:
SPC Daniel Drevnick, SPC James Wertish, and SPC Carlos Wilcox

(MEMORIAL COINS WILL ALSO BE FOR SALE FOR $20 EACH)
PRE-REGISTRATION:

27 DECEMBER, MAIN PX 1100-1500
03 JANUARY, USO 1200-1400

08 JANUARY, DFAC2 LUNCH & DINNER
CASH/CHECK/EAGLE CASH ACCEPTED DURING PRE-REGISTRATION; RACE DAY CASH/CHECK ONLY

PRIZES FOR TOP MALE/FEMALE FINISHERS
1ST: Apple Ipod Touch

2nd: Oakley Sunglasses
3rd: Nike+ Sportsband

JANUARY 10, 2010
RACE DAY REGISTRATION STARTS AT 0600 AT THE USO

RACE STARTS AT 0715
SUGGESTED DONATION OF $10; T-SHIRTS FOR THE FIRST 400 REGISTERED

POC: brandin.foos@gmail.com
ALL PROCEEDS CONTRIBUTE TO A MINNESOTA MEMORIAL IN HONOR OF:

SPC Daniel Drevnick, SPC James Wertish, and SPC Carlos Wilcox
(MEMORIAL COINS WILL ALSO BE FOR SALE FOR $20 EACH)

PRE-REGISTRATION:
27 DECEMBER, MAIN PX 1100-1500

03 JANUARY, USO 1200-1400
08 JANUARY, DFAC2 LUNCH & DINNER

CASH/CHECK/EAGLE CASH ACCEPTED DURING PRE-REGISTRATION; RACE DAY CASH/CHECK ONLY
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“I could see a lot of nodding heads 
when I was speaking,” he said. “They 
understood most of what I was saying 
and see its value. They aren’t quite at 
our level yet, but they see what their 
forensics labs can be in the future.”

Judge Mohanad hopes that his labs 
will be able to catch up soon.

“We must dismiss about 25 per-
cent of our cases because we cannot 
prove who committ ed the crime,” he 
said. “We need more training, we need 
more qualifi ed teams to go through 
evidence and we need bett er technol-
ogy. Of course, this was a good start, 
but we need to keep improving on 
what we have.”

www.theredbulls.org
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through it.  It was a great program.”
Given his own past experiences, 

Howe said he felt the teleconference 
was an excellent concept, and that 
the execution went well.  A program 
like this helps to cover the areas not 
fully taken care of by the briefi ngs 
Soldiers receive 30, 60, and 90 days 
aft er deployment, he said.

 “You’ve got the 30-60-90, but 
there’s a gap in there of 30 days,” he 
said, “and now, if somebody needs 
help, they can put a face on, ‘this is 
where I need to go.’”

“And besides that,” he added, 
“when they go through the 30-60-
90, now they know they’ve got those 
resources that they’re going to have; 
they can put a face with a name of 
who is in their town that they need 
to go to.”

Some of the assistance Soldiers 
need, they need before the deploy-
ment is even over, and Donovan is 
familiar with the help someone local 
can provide in those circumstances.  

With the advent of the new Post-
9/11 GI Bill, he had the opportunity 
to do something he had been look-
ing at for 10 years: transfer his edu-
cation benefi ts to his daughter. Yet, 
when these benefi ts became avail-
able, he was thousands of miles 
away at COB Basra.

 “Because the program is so 
new, they’re building the ship while 

they’re fl ying it,” he said.  “So, they 
were inundated with some 250,000 
applications of Soldiers who want 
to use it for themselves, and for Sol-
diers, like me, who want to transfer 
it to their dependents.”

Though there are stop-gap mea-
sures in place for Soldiers, Donovan’s 
daughter, like many dependents, 
has nearly completed a semester 
without receiving any payments.

Though the issue has yet to be 
fully resolved, Donovan was able to 
take the problem to his local county 
Veterans Service offi  cer, and deal di-
rectly with someone for an issue that 
might otherwise be solved in a face-
less manner.

Now, Donovan wants to make cer-
tain that other soldiers, when faced 
with questions and issues, know ex-
actly where to fi nd that individual 
att ention the local community is so 
eager to provide.

The event was coordinated in co-
operation with the “Warrior to Citi-
zen Campaign,” a local St. Cloud 
group, and included St. Cloud State 
University, St. Cloud Technical & 
Community College, the Minnesota 
School of Business and Rasmussen 
College, as well as the St. Cloud Vet-
eran’s Administration Medical Cen-
ter, the Minnesota Workforce Center 
and the Stearns County Veterans 
Services. 
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Around the world in 34 seconds
RIO DE JANEIRO - The American father of a boy at the center of a Brazil-U.S. custody dispute made an emotional appeal to be 
reunited with his son on Friday, calling the situation “cruel, tragic and sad.” A Brazilian Supreme Court judge blocked the return 
of 9-year-old Sean Goldman to the United States on Thursday, saying the boy’s own will should be taken into account in order to 
resolve the long-running custody dispute that has reached top government levels. New Jersey resident David Goldman had fl own 

to Brazil on Thursday after another Brazilian federal court ruled that Sean must be handed over to U.S. authorities within 48 hours, giv-
ing him hope that the fi ve-year-long saga might fi nally be over. “I’m on my knees, begging for my son to come home, begging for justice,” 
Goldman told reporters outside a Rio de Janeiro hotel. “Why is it so hard? Why?” The United States said on Friday it was disappointed with 
the Supreme Court judge’s ruling, saying the delay in returning Sean risked damaging his emotional health.

WASHINGTON - With the clock ticking toward a self-imposed Christmas deadline, Senate Democrats scrambled on Friday to 
win over a potential defector and line up the 60 votes needed to pass a broad healthcare overhaul. Senate Democratic leader Harry 
Reid and others spent hours negotiating with wayward Democratic Senator Ben Nelson, an abortion rights opponent who refuses 
to pledge his support until he gains stronger restrictions on the use of federal funds to pay for abortions. Nelson, potentially the 

crucial 60th vote for the bill, said he was studying new language containing “revised concepts” to see if it suffi ciently barred the use of public 
funds for elective abortions. “The discussion is ongoing,” Nelson told reporters as an evening negotiating session broke up. “I’m focused on 
getting this right rather than trying to do it according to a deadline.”

CHARLOTTE - Cincinnati Bengals wide receiver Chris Henry died on Thursday from injuries suffered in a fall from a pickup 
truck, police said. Henry died at 6:36 a.m. EST at Carolinas Medical Center in Charlotte, where he had been taken by paramedics 
after the fall on Wednesday, the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department said. Police said the 26-year-old Henry was involved 
in a “domestic situation” with his fi ancee and got into the bed of a pickup truck as she drove the vehicle away from a home. Henry 

“came out” of the back of the vehicle, though police would not say whether he fell out or was forced out. No charges have been fi led and 
police are still investigating. Drafted by the Bengals in the third round of the 2005 draft.

SANDUSKY, OHIO - A man who appeared drunk walked into a Taco Bell restaurant earlier this week and handed the manager 
$72 for one taco, the manager said. The manager told police near the northern Ohio town of Sandusky that the customer, who 
seemed to be in his early 20s, refused to take back the money and told workers “Merry Christmas.” Manager Aaron Ohm said he 
thought for sure the man would return for his money, but he so far he hasn’t shown up. Police decided to hold on to the money as 

evidence. They said if the cash wasn’t claimed in 60 days, the store manager would receive the Christmas gift.
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