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Deputy Commander’s
Corner

S " v ' eare well under way in
-\ \] Operation New Dawn —
\ the next phase of our mis-
sion in Irag. In the time
ahead, we will continue our efforts
to advise, train, assist and equip our
Iragi partners, increasing the capabili-
ties and readiness of the Iragi Security
Forces, as they continue to cultivate
public confidence in their ability to
provide a safe and secure environment.

Great strides have been made by all
elements of the ISF in building forces
capable of providing security for the
Iragi people. While in the lead for pro-
viding security against internal threats
to the Iraqi people, Iraq is simultane-
ously building its military capabilities
to defend Iraqg’s sovereignty against
external threats. This is important,
since, | believe, an Irag that can de-
fend its sovereignty will be a force for
stability in this critical region.

We are seeing the growth of these
capabilities first-hand, and recently we
shared in the success of our Iragi Navy
partners as they celebrated Navy Day
at Umm Qasr, marked by the comple-
tion of a vital sea wall and the arrival
of the first of 15 new American-built
“Swiftship” patrol boats. These boats
will be used to protect Irag’s territorial
waters and secure Iraq’s off-shore oil
infrastructure, which is vital to secur-
ing economic growth and stability.

In 2003 Iraqi naval forces were non-
existent. Since its re-establishment in
2005, the Iraqi Navy has been steadily
building its capabilities and infra-
structure, and progressively assuming
greater responsibilities for protecting
Irag’s most vital assets.

Today the Irag Navy has 60 ves-
sels, including four large patrol ships.
Additionally, Iraqi naval forces have
assumed responsibility for perimeter
and point defenses of the Khawr Al
Amaya Oil Terminal (KAAOT) and
will assume the perimeter defense of

the Al Basrah Oil Terminal (ABOT) in
the near future.

Currently, the Iraqi Navy and Iraqi
Marines have 3,128 personnel, and
with the largest recruiting drive since
2003 underway, the Iragi Navy will
add as many as 850 new personnel
by the end of this year. As part of this
drive, 190 new officers are currently
undergoing training in Umm Qast.

Iragi Marines are now two battal-
ions strong and are similarly growing
in capabilities. The first Iraqi Marine
battalion is responsible for conducting
vessel boarding, search and seizure,
and oil platform security missions. The
second battalion has responsibility for
conducting ground security at the ports
of Umm Qasr and Az Zubayr.

Iragi naval forces were put to the
test in early August when they re-
sponded to reports of armed robberies
on four commercial vessels within
Iraqi territorial waters. Upon receiving
a distress call, Iragi Navy and Coastal
Border Guard units gave chase along
the Shatt Al-Arab waterway, inter-
cepted, and stopped one of two suspect
vessels. Their actions resulted in the
arrest of two suspects and the success-
ful return of a portion of the stolen
property to its rightful owners.

While much work has been done,

a lot of hard work remains. After an
increase in personnel numbers from

a very successful recruiting drive the
personnel upsurge has strained the
training and domestic infrastructure
causing the Iragi Navy leadership to
address the concerns. While infra-
structure remains a challenge the area
of most concern is sustainment. The
Iragi Navy’s resupply and maintenance
systems are limited in capacity and
hinders recent progress made by the
Iragi Navy to maintain a strong pres-
ence in and around the Iragi oil termi-
nals and territorial waters. In order to
meet the substantial growth of naval

forces personnel, an extensive con-
struction program is currently under-
way at Umm Qasr Naval Base to build
new barracks, maintenance and sup-
port facilities, training facilities, and
an operational headquarters. Roughly
$100 million is being spent on Umm
Qasr expansion projects, which also
include the construction of a seawall
and floating pier that together will
facilitate an increased number and
type of vessels the Iragi Navy can ac-
commodate in its inventory. Additional
projects include the construction of a
new munitions magazine; ship repair
facility; training simulation building;
as well as a fuel facility. The Coali-
tion Naval Advisory Training Team
is working diligently with a profes-
sional cast of Iragi Navy leadership to
address the supply and maintenance
challenges, and in spite of these trials
the Iragi Navy continues to demon-
strate proficiency in operations.
Ultimately their resolve to build
a fully capable naval force for their
country and continued advice and as-
sistance from the coalition team will
have them positioned to provide a
foundational defensive capability by
the end of 2011.

— Lt. Gen. Michael D. Barbero is the
deputy commanding general for Advising
and Training, United States Forces-lraq
and the commander of NATO Training
Mission-lrag.
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Navy Day celebration highlights accol

By Sgt. David A. Scott
DCG A&T PAO

Irag’s Navy marked a number of
recent significant accomplishments
in its continued growth as it cel-
ebrated Iraq Navy Day at Umm Qasr
Naval Base Sept. 26.

Several high-ranking members of
the Iragi Navy, Iragi Marines and the
Iragi Ministry of Defense, along with
coalition visitors and trainers from
the United States and United King-
dom attended the celebration.

The day’s events included a pass-
in-review; a review of the Iragi Navy
fleet; and the opening of several
parts of Iraq’s Umm Qasr naval base
that have recently been improved or
upgraded, of which visitors were in-
vited to tour. The highlight of the day
came with the christening ceremony
for Iraq’s first-ever Swiftship.

This boat is the first of 15 Swift-
ships to be delivered to the Iraqi
Navy. Built in the United States, it
arrived in Umm Qasr recently. These
vessels represent a new class of war-
ships in the Iraqi Navy’s fleet.

Irag’s Navy is currently under-
going a rapid fleet modernization
program, and the Swiftship is the
third class of patrol boats added to
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the Iraqi fleet in as many years. In
October of 2008, the first of the 26
Defender-class patrol boats arrived at
Umm Qasr; followed in 2009 by four
Italian-built 700-series patrol craft.
The fourth and final ship class to be
introduced in this program was not
on display, as the planned acquisition
of two Offshore Support Vessels is
scheduled for next year.

These vessels are intended to
extend the reach of the Iragi Navy
by freeing Iraq’s patrol ships from
their currently restrictive logistical
parameters.

In preparation for the Swiftships’
arrival, Iragi sailors underwent a
ninety-day, state-of-the-art course
in Morgan City, La., to learn how
to crew the craft. The first class of
43 Iraqi sailors began last April. A
second class of 47 Iraqi sailors cur-
rently underway, and a third class is
scheduled to start before year’s end.

The course of instruction,
formulated by the U.S. Navy in
conjunction with the manufacturer
(Swiftships Shipbuilding), consisted
of instructor-led classroom train-
ing, integrated scenario training and
underway familiarization aboard an
actual 35-meter patrol boat.

Currently, Iraq’s fleet is organized
into two squadrons — the Patrol Ship/

Iragi Marines and sailors rehearse techinques for conduct
(VBSS) operations with the mentorship of members of the
members of the Coalition Naval Advisory Training Team p¢
val personnel in the proper method for conducting VBSS ¢

Patrol Boat Squadron and the Small
Boat Squadron. A third, the Auxil-
iary Squadron, will be added to the
fleet in 2011 when the OSVs enter
service.

Ships were not the only Navy Day
highlight. In order to accommodate
its rapidly-growing navy, Iraq is in
the process of a significant effort to
upgrade and increase the the Umm
Qasr Naval Base’s infrastructure.
Nearly $100 million is being spent
on a number of major projects.

An expansion of the seav
located on the edge of the be
was opened as a part of Nav
activities. The completed se
expansion will increase the |
and type of ships the Iragi N
incorporate into its inventor

Another significant impr
opened for display is the flo:
pier. Once complete, this pie
support Iraq’s Defender-clas
sels, as well as future classe:
combat vessels. It will also 1
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ing Visit, Board, Search and Seizure

U.S. Coast Guard at Qmm Qasr. To date,
2rsonnel have trained some 850 Iragi na-
yperations.

valuable mooring space along Umm
Qasr’s already crowded piers.

Many other improvements to
the base are either well under way
or nearly complete. They include a
new munitions magazine; ship repair
facilities; training simulator build-
ing; a dining facility; a fuel facility;
an expansion of the chiller plant; and
additional administrative space for
the Iragi Navy and Marines.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Amy McLaughlin

Iragi Navy divers take a break following a dive team demonstration for the Navy

Day celebration at Umm Qasr Sept. 26.

LEFT: Iragi Navy perosnnel overtake a ship that has been hijacked as part of a
demonstration of Visit, Board, Search and Seizure (VBSS) operations during the

Navy Day Ceremony.

By Sgt. David A. Scott
DCG A&T PAO

The Iragi Navy recently took possession
of the first of 15 Swiftships being manufac-
tured in the United States.

Prior to entering service, a crew of
engineers and mechanics inspected the
ship to ensure its seaworthiness following
shipment. They also mounted equipment
and final fittings that had been packed for
transit.

The Swiftship is a diesel-powered
35-meter patrol boat ship that uses con-
ventional propellers, said United Kingdom
Royal Navy Lt. Cmdr. Paul Morris, a train-
ing officer with the Coalition Naval Train-
ing and Transition Team in Umm Qasr. The
hull and superstructure are made of alumi-
num alloy, and the vessels are designed to
operate in Irag’s territorial coastal waters at
distances up to 200 miles from shore.

These crafts are durable and can oper-
ate in weather conditions from calm seas
to average waves, according to the ship’s
manufacturer, Swiftships Shipbuilding.
Every Swiftship has a maximum beam of
7.32 meters and a draft of 1.5 meters, and
its maximum speed under normal load is 25
knots.

Umm Qasr welcomes addition,
new warship class to Iraqi fleet

Photo by Sgt. Jacob Fadley
Iragi Swiftship-Class PB-301.

Constructed in three different locations
in the United States, the newest addition
to the Iraqi fleet is equipped with the latest
navigation and communications packages
and can accommaodate up to eight enlisted
personnel and four officers. The ship is
multi-mission capable and is equipped with
a rigid-hull inflatable boat, fitted in a stern
launching well for vessel boarding search
and seizure missions.

Key tasks to be performed before the
first Iraqi Swiftship is determined to be
available for service include a shakedown
cruise followed by an extended underway
period and evaluation, according to Morris.
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Ali Hhalif Jassim, Iraqi Police commissioner and diving instructor, hands
arecovered 9 mm pistol to Iraqi Police Sgt. Sarmeed Hamzah Hamed, a
student at the Baghdad River Police Training Center, during a dive demon-
stration.

TOP: Sgt. Sarmeed Hamzah Hamed prepares for diving training.
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Story and photos
By Sgt. Eunice AliceaValentin
DCG A&T PAO

l ommissioner Ali Hhalif Jassim
launches himself from a search
and rescue speedboat, fall-
ing backward into the Tigris
River, which runs through his
native Baghdad. The weight of an oxygen
tank pulls him into the water, his flippers
hit the murky surface with a flop, and a
splash follows.

Oxygen bubbles rise to the surface as
Jassim, a dive instructor, delves deeper in
search of evidence during a dive dem-
onstration at the Baghdad River Police
Training Center in late September. A few
moments pass, then a nine millimeter
pistol grip breaks the water’s surface, fol-
lowed by Jassim, who hands the evidence
to a student diver.
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rmen, 68 search and rescue
35 waterborne operations

aid 1st. Lt. Laith Mouad a

cer at the center.

ol was not officially recog-
q’s Ministry of Interior until

2003, we had no boat crew
d terrorists controlled the
Ve control these areas now,”

TC offers classes in Dive
Rescue, Waterborne Opera-
Itboard Engine Repair. Stu-
ding to their area of concentra-
rn basic to intermediate skills
\avigation, diver theory, and

r and maintenance.

dents graduate from the center
Police Sgt. Sarmeed Hamzah
abylon native — they are now
train others in their provinces.
the training center accepts

aqi Police Staff Sgt. Alaa Hussein, a waterborne instructor at the
River Police Training Center, leads a graduation class proces-
21 during a graduation ceremony that produced 40 new divers
sorne operations personnel.

aduates of the Baghdad River Police Training Center march in

n during the graduation ceremony.

students from all provinces and security
forces throughout Iraq, Hamed said, Iraq’s
waterways are more secure.

“The first job of the police is to protect
the people and their property,” Mouad
said, “We prepare police to work for the
good of the Iraqi people.”

In September, the BRPTC added 40
additional divers and waterborne opera-
tions personnel to the ranks, as 12 students
concluded the 12-week Dive Search and
Rescue course, and 28 students (including
seven Kurdish students) concluded the
six-week Waterborne Operations course.

“These 40 students are an example of
Irag’s long term commitment to provid-
ing internal security and stability for its
citizens,” Lt. Gen. Michael D. Barbero,
United States Forces-Iraq deputy com-
manding general for Advising and Train-
ing said during the graduation ceremony.
“It is an example of the enduring commit-
ment of the United States Forces-Iraq for
building Iraqi security force capabilities.”
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Border enforcement instructors complete medic course

By Sgt. Michael Carden
DCG A&T PAO

Eight Iragi Diwaniyah Di-
rectorate of Border Enforce-
ment instructors graduated
from a combat life saver
class Aug. 30 at Camp Echo.

The course, conducted by
the DBE 5% Region’s Train-
ing Command and in partner-
ship with its United States
Forces-Iraq Stability Transi-
tion Team counterpart, was
designed to equip Diwaniyah
DBE Regional Training Cen-
ter instructors with necessary
skills to teach life-saving
techniques to other border
enforcement personnel.

USF-I medical personnel
challenged these instructor-
students with courses that

included first responder and
combat life-saving tactics,
techniques and procedures.
The students also par-
ticipated in several practical
exercises with scenarios that
required them to stabilize and
prepare patients for transport
to a medical facility.

“You now have skills that
will help you assist other
DBE Shurta to better com-
plete their mission of provid-
ing security to Irag,” said
Iraqi Lt. Moshan Abd, the
dean of the Diwaniyah DBE
Regional Training center.

Diwaniyah DBE Train-
ing Center is a regional
training center that provides
in-service advanced train-
ing for border enforcement
personnel assigned to the 5
Region.

Courtesy photo
Iraqi instructors at Diwaniyah Directorate of border enforcement
training center practice administering intravenous fluids at a combat
life saver course jointly conducted by a partnership of United States
forces and the DBE’s 5th Region’s Training Command.

Maysan ERB graduate raid planning, search warrant course

By Sgt. Michael Carden
DCG A&T PAO

from a week-long raid planning
and search warrant course Sept.

Twenty members of the
Maysan Province 8" Emergency
Response Battalion graduated

movement, sectors of fire and security of the Iragi people.

2 at Contingency Operating Site
Garry Owen.
The course included instruc-
tion in all phases of raid planning

including: building entry, urban

8 The Advisor ¢ October 2010

close quarters battle. Training
consisted of class-room discus-
sion, desktop scenarios and
hands-on practical exercises.
The course was conducted
jointly by U.S Forces-Irag and a
U.S. Department of State Police
Adpvisor Training Center support
team to enhance the 8" ERB’s
capabilities to provide for the

“The training you have re-
ceived will better prepare you for
success as the Maysan Province
and the Republic of Irag moves
forward,” said Iragi Col. Sayed
Sadiq, commander of the 8" ERB.

The course culminated with
a live-fire shoot-house course,
where the students honed their
skills.

Courtesy photos

Members of the 8th Emergency Response Battalion, along
with instructors with USF-l and the Department of State
Police Advisor Training Center Support Team take part in a
joint live fire multi-room clearing operation Sept. 1 during
the Raid Planning and Building Entry Course conducted at
Contingency Operating Station Garry Owen.

RIGHT: Students with the 8th Emergency Response Brigade
make entry during the live fire shoot-house phase of the
Raid Planning and Building Entry Course.



Iraqi Air Force Academy opens in Tikrit

By Tech. Sgt. Mike Edwards
321st Air Expeditionary Wing PAO

More than 150 cadets from around Iraq be-
gan class at the newly re-built Iraqi Air Force
College in Tikrit Sept. 1.

The inaugural class’s arrival was marked by
an Iraqi C-130 aircraft, flown by Iraqi pilots,
picking up the students from New Al Muthana
Air Base in Baghdad and transporting them to
Tikrit.

“This truly is a historic day for the Iraqi air
force,” said Brig. Gen. Scott Hanson, the 321st
Air Expeditionary Wing commander and di-
rector of Iraq Training and Advisory Mission-
Air Force. “This latest development represents
yet another milestone for their program to
develop airmen.”

The Iraqi Air Force College mission is
similar to that of the U.S. Air Force Academy
in that it is designed to train, educate and

commission both rated and non-rated officer
candidates.

“From the beginning, this was designed to
give the Iragis ownership in moving and pro-
cessing these cadets,” said Col. David Blanks,
the 321st Expeditionary Mission Support and
Advising Group commander. “In all, the Iraqis
completed three sorties to move all 157 cadets

to their new home, the Iraqi Air Force College.

Our advisors were at the ready to assist where
needed, and the whole operation went very
smoothly. The Iragis should be proud of this
great accomplishment.”

From the moment the cadets boarded the
aircraft until landed at Tikrit for student pro-
cessing, they were under the tutelage of senior
Iraqi Air Force officers.

“When developing the Iraqi Air Force Col-
lege, they modeled our Air Force Academy in
many ways,” Hanson said. “Academic rigor,
discipline and physical education mark the
curriculum.

“Naturally, we worked side by side with
our lragi counterparts to make adjustments to
the model to fit their needs and requirements,
but the education and training these cadets
will receive is designed to be top notch,” he
said. “We have been advising and assisting the
Iraqi Air Force as they’ve built this program,
designed to develop their airmen.”

Select cadets will go on to be pilots and
others will learn various specialties, such as
logistics and maintenance; but all cadets will
receive their basic officer training and become
commissioned officers in the Iraqi Air Force,
Hanson said.

“Iragi airmen are an indispensable asset,
and the future leaders of the Iraqi Air Force
stepped off their own aircraft in Tikrit,” he
said.

Additionally, on Sept. 21, the Iraqi Air

See AIR ACADEMY on page 10

Iraqis forge partnership, further legal training capabilities

By 1st Lt. Olivia Cobiskey
DCG A&T PAO

AMMAN, Jordan — Members
of the Iragi Defense and Interior
ministries traveled to Jordan this
summer on a mission to establish
a professional relationship with
legal and judicial professionals

and Ministry of Interior.

Iragi MoD and Mol chief
counsels and judges from the cas-
sation courts met with their Jor-
danian counterparts to develop a
regional enduring partnership, and
develop joint training initiatives.

Their discussions focused on
education and training of law-
yers and judicial personnel, and

military legal training opportuni-

ties that may be available through

the JAF or IMOL.

“The Jordanian Armed Forces
and Jordanian Military of Inte-
rior have a well-established and
functional legal corps, and courts
that serves as a good model for
the Iraqi legal system,” said Col.
Marianne Burtnett, legal counsel

Deputy Commanding General As-
sisting and Training, who attended
the meeting.

“The quality legal and judicial
training opportunities presented
by Jordan exceeded all expecta-
tions, and will greatly enhance the
professional development of Iraqi
lawyers and judges as we move
forward to arrange for training

from the Jordanian Armed Forces

developing an understanding of

Courtesy photo
Members of Iraq’s Defense and Interior ministries meet with their counterparts in Jordan in
efforts to forge aregional enduring partnership and discuss legal training opportunities.

for United States Forces-Iraq,

with the Jordanians in the few
months,” Burtnett said.

The Jordanians provided infor-
mation on training opportunities
as well and briefs on the structure
and processes within the Jorda-
nian judicial and penal systems
for both members of the military
and police.

“The Iraqi delegation was
very impressed with the brief,
and perceived this as the most
relevant and useful future training
opportunity,” Burnett said. “In
particular, Maj. Gen. Yousef A.
Al-Faouri, the Jordanian Military
Judicial Director, provided infor-
mation on the overall structure
of the Jordanian State Security
Courts and prosecutorial systems
and methods; and offered to pro-
vide training tailored to whatever
the Iraqgis were interested in.”

The initiative not only im-
proved a regional relationship, but
also strengthened communication
between the MoD and the Mol as
the delegation worked together to
further implement USF-I Rule of
Law’s strategic goals.
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NATO partnerfills key role in NTM-I mission

Capt. Yuriy Vivcharenko
NTM-I PAO

The NATO Training Mission-Iraq is not
only supported by NATO member-countries,
a small contingent of NTM-1 personnel are
deployed in support of the mission from one
of NATO’s “Partnership for Peace” Program
nations — the Ukraine

Currently, 10 Ukrainian officers perform a
host of specialized tasks as part of NTM-I’s
commitment to providing assistance to the
Government of Iraq to build and train Iraqgi
Security Forces.

Some of the Ukrainian officers, such as
Lt. Col. Oleh Burashnikov, Lt. Col. Andriy
Myloserdov, and Maj. Andriy Paiuk, are
tasked with advising and mentoring leaders
within several strategic-level operations cen-
ters, including: the Prime Minister’s National
Operational Center; Ministry of Defense’s
Joint Operational Center and the Ministry of
Interior’s National Command Center.

Among the services these officers pro-
vide are the creation and implementation of
operational procedures, as well as improving
existing procedures; and training operations
center staff in the conduct of Command Post
exercises.

Ukrainian officers have also helped launch
some important projects, particularly in the
area of crisis management and interaction with
Iragi ministries, and have introduced alterna-
tive methods of communication.

In addition to strategic- and operational-
level training, Ukrainian officers are also
providing Iragis with training at the tactical
level. The NTM-I’s NCO/Battle Staff Training
and Advisory Branch is composed mostly of
Ukrainian personnel. This staff which includes
Lt. Col. Illia Yehorov, Maj. Ivan Timukov,
Maj. Sergiy Andriichuk, Maj. Olexiy Cher-
netskyi and Capt. Yuriy Vlasenko, provides

advice and training support for Iragi senior en-
listed personnel, as well as to Iraqi Army units
in support of the IA Warrior Training Program.
During their rotation here, Ukrainian of-
ficers conducted a series of courses for [A
senior NCOs at the Regional Training Center
in Taji. Additionally, they conducted several
regional courses for battalion headquarters-
level instructors throughout Iraq, as part of
a “train-the-trainer” approach to building a
strong corps of trained Iragi service members.
The NATO mission also receives support
from Ukrainian personnel in the NTM-I Train-
ing Equipment Synchronization Cell, where
Maj. Serhii Serheyev, a plans equipment

10 The Advisor * October 2010
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Photo by Capt. Yuriy Vivcharenko
Ukrainian Lt. Col. lllia Yehorov discusses a “Code Words Table” with sBrig. Gen. Mohee
Aldine Jawad, deputy director of the Iraq Ministry of Interior’'s National Command Center.

officer, deals with training and equipment
requirements associated with equipment that
has been donated to the ISF.

While the Ukraine is not a NATO member,
it has supported NATO operations for many
years, and currently has personnel serving
with NATO missions here, in Afghanistan as
well as an entire mechanized unit deployed in
Kosovo. For the small contingent of Ukrainian
personnel serving here, their NATO colleagues
say that they are doing a fine job and are mak-
ing valuable contributions to the mission.

Editor’s note: Vivcharenko is a Ukrainian
officer assigned to the NTM-I Public Affairs

Office.

Force pilots — eight fixed-wing and
12 rotary-wing — trained as part
of a self-sustaining pilot training

fighter aircraft.

Photo by U.S. Army Sgt. Ry Norris

Force took possession of three
T-6A aircraft in Amman, Jordan
and flew them to Tikrit, bringing
the total T-6A inventory to 11.
These aircraft are used in pilot
training to prepare Iragi pilots to
fly more sophisticated multi-role

The arrival coincided with the
graduation of 20 new Iraqi Air

program that will strengthen the
foundation for a professional, cred-
ible and enduring Iraqi Air Force,
said U.S. Air Force Maj. Eric Wein-
gaertner, a training advisor with
ITAM-AF.

This graduation now brings the
total number of Iraqi Air Force
pilots trained through this program
to 102 — 55 fixed-wing and 47
rotary-wing.

U.S. Army Spc. Levi Feltus, a signal support systems special-
ist with 3rd Infantry Division, scans the retina of an Iragi Air
Force cadet at Contingency Operating Base Speicher, Tikrit,
Sept. 2. The Iraqi Air Force College cadets were required to get
biometrics taken to receive a security clearance.
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