
U.S. Soldiers from Bravo Company, 3rd Battalion, 4th Infantry Regiment, 170th Infantry Brigade 

demonstrated disassembling and reassembling an M240 machine guns at Forward Operating Base Hero, 

Afghanistan, on Jan. 19, 2011.  Afghan National Army soldiers participated in a disassemble/reassemble 

contest.  The winner challenged an American Soldier in a final battle.  The following are translated 

statements from Afghan soldiers. 

 

Sergeant Nawrooz 
Contest winner 
 
How do you feel about winning? 

“I’m feeling very happy.” 

What skills were improved by attending Train the Trainer? 

“I was not here the past three days.  I got here yesterday.  I learned the MOUT operations proficiently.  

Today I learned how to disassemble and reassemble the M240 and M249.” 

Do you think the Train the Trainer course will help you teach your soldiers better? 

“We’ve already trained like this, but right now we’re learning it proficiently.  I just came back from 

vacation, so there are things I forgot, but this helps to remember them.” 

 

 

Sergeant Major Toorylay 
Lead instructor 
 
What kind of difficulties did you experience? 

“In this 5-day course, we had a lot of problems.  The first problem was the instructors.  They didn’t show 

up on time.  When they had a break, some of them didn’t come back.  They didn’t participate in the class 

every day.  It was a big difficulty.” 

“Whenever someone is teaching a class, whether he is American or Afghan he should show respect to 

him.  But some guys were talking during the class.” 

“We didn’t have any problems with the U.S. Army guys.  They had a very good time with us in the 5-day 

course.  We learned more from them.” 

“I appreciated the U.S. Army guys.  I hope when every cycle graduates, they do these courses for 

instructors to improve their knowledge.” 

What do you think the advantage is to Afghans taking the lead in training from Americans? 



“The instructors think that they know everything the Americans are teaching.  That they are stepping 

back because of that.  But they don’t know everything that they’re teaching us.” 

What is something you’ve learned from the course? 

“The instructors didn’t have any problem with the U.S. Army guys.  We need these courses so the 

instructors know how to train the privates well and be professional instructors.” 


