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B l u e  d   a m o n dThe

MARINE CORPS AIR GROUND COMBAT CENTER TWENTYNINE PALMS, Calif. – Machine gunners with Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, provide suppressive fire for Marines 
entering Range 220 Military Operations in Urban Terrain town, at Marine Corps Air-Ground Combat Center Twentynine Palms, Calif., Jan. 25. The training evaluated the Marines in dismounted 
movements in an urban environment. Alpha Co. conducted the range as part of their Enhanced Mojave Viper pre-deployment training package.

Story and photos by Lance Cpl. Benjamin 
Crilly

1/5 clears, holds, builds during Enhanced Mojave Viper

MARINE CORPS AIR GROUND COMBAT 
CENTER TWENTYNINE PALMS, Calif. – 
“Go! Go! Go!” resounded, as boots slammed 
down the ramp of the amphibious assault vehicles. 
      Marines and sailors with Alpha Com-
pany, 1st Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, 
participating in a clear/hold/build exercise 
during Enhanced Mojave Viper conduct-
ed the Clear phase at Range 220, Jan 25.  
       The training evaluated the Marines’ dis-
mounted movements in an urban environ-
ment during the 21-day training exercise. 
           The exercise began with the Marines pil-
ing into the AAVs, which transported them to 
the edge of the Range 220 Military Operations 
in Urban Terrain town. 
   From there, Marines provided sup-
pressive fire, allowing them to en-
ter and gain a foothold in the town. 
    The Marines sprinted from the berm, 
two at a time, to begin clearing operations 

throughout the town. The squads maneu-
vered through the buildings, eliminating the 
enemy role players and securing objectives.  
      “This training gets us ready for deploy-
ment and gets us as close to reality as we can 
get by getting off the tracks, clearing the rooms 
and setting everything up,” said Lance Cpl. 
Sean M. O’Conner, a squad automatic weapon 
gunner for Alpha Co., 1/5. “It gets the Marine 
used to the whole mindset and aggressive-
ness you need to be effective on deployment.” 
              Elements  of 1st Tank Battalion and 2nd 
Amphibious Assault Battalion provide suppres-
sive fires for the Marines sweeping the open areas 
within the town for improvised explosive devices.  
         “The  MOUT  town  lane  is  not  some-
thing that will necessarily happen, since in 
Afghanistan it’s mostly counterinsurgency 
operations. However, if we have to do a push 
then we have to be prepared for that,” said 
Staff Sgt. Rick J. Meyers, platoon sergeant 

MARINE CORPS AIR GROUND COMBAT CENTER TWENTY-
NINE PALMS, Calif. – Cpl. Mario Ramirez, a squad leader for 
3rd Platoon, Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 5th Marine Regi-
ment, directs a gun team to firing position after a mechanized 
dismount on the edge of the Range 220 Military Operations 
in Urban Terrain town, at Marine Corps Air-Ground Combat 
Center Twentynine Palms, Calif., Jan. 25. Ramirez was re-
sponsible for giving his Marines targets and placing them 
to provide effective fires on the enemy positions. conducted 
the range as part of their Enhanced Mojave Viper pre-deploy-
ment training package. Ramirez, 24, is from Frederick, Okla.

(MOUT, page 5)
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MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP PENDLE-
TON, Calif. – Headquarters Battalion, 1st Ma-
rine Division hosted an Armed Services Blood 
Program sponsored blood drive and health fair 
at the 33 Area Fitness Center, Feb. 14.
        Marines and volunteers sacrificed their time 
to donate blood needed by doctors and corps-
men for the wounded and ill of Operation En-
during Freedom. 
      “All of the blood we collect here stays within 
the military,” said Caesar Fontanilla, adminis-
trative supporter of the Armed Services Blood 
Program. “The first shipment of blood goes out 
to Afghanistan, and the rest trickles down to sur-
rounding military hospitals in the area.”
    ASBP mission is to provide quality blood 
products for Service members and their fami-
lies, during both peace and wartime.  The pro-
gram has provided over 50 years of service to 
military members and their families.  The pro-
gram has supported the Army, Navy, and Air 
Force in major conflicts, including World War 
II, the Korean War and Vietnam War.
    “The mission itself is self-fulfilling,” said 
Fontanilla.  “A majority of our crew are civil-
ians and a lot of them are family members.  It’s a 
great feeling for them knowing not only is their 
partner or spouse out there serving the country, 
but also knowing they themselves are support-
ing their loved ones by what they’re doing.”
      “I’m very proud of this. I’m glad to help 
out,” said Sgt. Eric Justus, the blood drive and 
health fair coordinator. “I believe very strongly 
that if you can be there directly to help out the 
fight, then you should do everything in your 
power to help those service members.  We all 
have a part.”
         Representatives from Marine Family Team   
Building and Semper Fit Counseling Services 
also came out to support the health fair.
      “It’s extremely important for us to come 

out and promote a healthier lifestyle for the 
Marines,” said Cristina McDonough, a Semper 
Fit health promotion coordinator.  “Marines are 
paid athletes. They have to keep their body fat 
down, they have to be prepared for any unit 
obligations, whether it’s deployment, combat 
readiness or anything that has to do with going 
out in the field.”
      Marines, donors and volunteers continued 
their day with a sense of fulfillment, and also 
a better sense and understanding of their health 
and nutrition.
      “Everybody should do it, its effortless and 
only takes a little bit of your time,” said Cpl. 
Huy Huynh, a blood donor and technical net-

work specialist with Communications Compa-
ny, Headquarters Battalion.  “I’ve been donat-
ing for the past few years, and I usually donate 
every two months. It’s just another way for me 
to give back.”

Camp Pendleton hosts Armed Services Blood Program
Story and photos by Lance Cpl. Alfred Lopez

MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP PENDLETON, Calif.– Blood donors like Cpl. Ismael Gomez, a supply clerk with Supply Company, 
1st Reconnaissance Battalion, 1st Marine Division, squeeze a stress ball to maintain continuous blood pressure while their 
blood is drawn during an Armed Services Blood Program sponsored blood drive and health fair at the 33 Area Fitness Center, 
Feb. 14.  Representatives from Marine Family Team Building and Semper Fit counseling services supported the health fair by 
promoting better health and better quality of life. 

MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP PENDLE-
TON, Calif. – Maj. Gen. Micheal R. Regner, 
Commanding General of 1st Marine Divi-
sion, presents 1st Marine Division’s Fis-
cal Year 2010 Career Retention Specialist 
of the Year Award to Staff Sgt. Howard A. 
Seals during the division’s Annual Career 
Planner Awards Luncheon at the South 
Mesa Staff Non-Commissioned Officer’s 
Club, Feb. 10.  The award is presented 
to the planner who demonstrated profes-
sionalism, integrity, and personal dedica-
tion, and enabled Marines to make sound 
decisions about their careers.  Seals, 
battalion career planner with 5th battal-
ion, 11th Marines, won the award with a 
division-best 150 percent of his first term 
alignment plan mission and 130 percent 
of his subsequent term alignment plan 
mission.

Division honors Career Planner of the Year

MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP PENDLETON, Calif.– Cpl. Eric 
Sears, a supply clerk with Supply Company, 1st Reconnais-
sance Battalion, 1st Marine Division, squeezes a stress ball 
to maintain a continuous blood pressure while donating 
blood during an Armed Services Blood Program sponsored 
blood drive and health fair at the 33 Area Fitness Center, Feb. 
14.  
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Marines, ANSF find weapons caches, secure southern river valley
Story and photos by Cpl. Ned Johnson

COMBAT OUTPOST PAYNE, Afghanistan— 
“The Jungle” is one of the many Taliban strong-
holds in the Southern Helmand River Valley. 
      “The Jungle”  is  what the Marines call 
the area due to its dense foliage and brush 
along the river’s edge. The Taliban have 
been using heavy brush, to conceal their 
movement and to hide weapons and bomb-
making materials, at least up until now. 
        Marines with 3rd Light Armored Recon-
naissance Battalion, 1st Marine Division (For-
ward) partnered with two companies of Afghan 
Border Police and a company of Afghan Uni-
formed Police to clear “The Jungle” and the 
villages in the river valley of Taliban activity 
during a five-day operation called “Big Valley.” 
         “The insurgents are intimidating the peo-
ple of Khan-Neshin District, and they are using 
the river valley as a facilitation zone for other 
parts of Helmand province,” said Capt. Aus-
tin Murmane, the assistant operations officer 
with 3rd LAR Bn. “We want to disrupt their 
transit routes and lines of communication.” 
        Operation Big Valley, which put the Af-
ghan National Security Forces in the driver’s 
seat, was a success, said Lt. Col. Ken Kass-
ner, battalion commander of 3rd LAR Bn. 
“We have found several weapons and ammo 
caches.  We also found multiple improvised 
explosive device making materials and drugs.” 
      This mission, however, would not have 
been possible without the hard work of the 
previous months according to Kassner, who 
said a lot of intelligence came from local peo-
ple telling the Marines what they have seen. 
    “This operation continues to capital-
ize on the prior successes in the area, 
and helps reinforce the relationships we 
have established with the locals,” said the 
43-year-old native of Coupland, Texas. 
    Afghan forces were also one of the 
most important parts of the operation. 
    “The Afghan police weren’t just there 
with us, they were involved,” Kassner said. 
“They were heavily involved in the plan-
ning and rehearsals, but they also took 
a large leading role on the missions.” 
   An Afghan  leading   role  is  

COMBAT OUTPOST PAYNE, Afghanistan— Marines with 3rd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, 1st Marine Division 
(Forward), search local farmers during Operation Big Valley, Feb. 1. The 3rd LAR Marines, who call themselves the Wolf pack, 
went on a five-day operation along with their Afghan partners to clear areas where the Taliban was believed to store weapons 
and bomb-making materials.

COMBAT OUTPOST PAYNE, Afghanistan— Cpl. Erik Moody, an infantryman with 3rd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, 
1st Marine Division (Forward), looks across the Helmand River during a patrol to clear the areas close to the river during Op-
eration Big Valley, Feb. 1. The Taliban is believed to hide and travel through the dense brush in the river valley known as “The 
Jungle,” so Marines partnered with the Afghan police to clear the areas.

(JUNGLE, page 5)
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A glimpse of 2/1 Marines at Patrol Base Gorgak 

HELMAND PROVINCE, Afghanistan– 
Staff Sgt. George Saggeth, a team chief 
with 3rd Civil Affairs Group, patrols to 
Belush, in Garmsir District, Helmand 
province, Afghanistan, with Redemption 
II, Weapons Company, 2nd Battalion, 1st 
Marine Regiment, Feb. 13. Saggeth and 
the Marines of Redemption II headed 
there to survey damage from flooding the 
night before. Redemption II and Weapons 
Company live at Patrol Base Gorgak in 
Garmsir District. 

PATROL BASE GORGAK, Helmand province, Afghanistan– 
Cpl. Herb Hartfield, a team leader with Redemption II, Weap-
ons Company, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, snuggles 
with Susie, one of Redemption II’s bomb detection dogs, be-
fore heading out on a patrol of Belush, a village in Garmsir 
District, Helmand province, Afghanistan, Feb. 13. Weapons 
Company’s headquarters in Patrol Base Gorgak in Garmsir 
District.

GARMSIR DISTRICT, Helmand Province, Afghanistan– Lance 
Cpl. Arturo Valtierra, a mortarman with Redemption II, Weap-
ons Company, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, scans for 
IEDs during a foot patrol to a local Afghan National Police 
station near Patrol Base Gorgak in Garmsir District, Feb. 13.

PATROL BASE GORGAK, Helmand province, Afghanistan– 
With a little bit of creativity and supplies from military sup-
porters at home, the cooks at Patrol Base Gorgak, home of 
Weapons Company, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, 
scrounge up ingredients to grill a pizza, Feb. 11. 

PATROL BASE GORGAK, Helmand province, Afghanistan– 
Cooks at Patrol Base Gorgak, home of Weapons Company, 
2nd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, prepare pizza for the 
Marines, Feb. 11.

Photos by Sgt. Jesse Stence



The official newsletter of 1st Marine DivisionVol. III No. 3 February 24, 2011

5

Brought to you by:

1st Marine Division Public Affairs 
Office

To contact - 
Please call (760) 725-8766

1st MAR DIV HQBN, H&S Co.,PAO
Box 555381

Blg. 1138, Mainside
Camp Pendleton, California 92055

This tabloid, The Blue Diamond, is 
an authorized publication for mem-
bers of the U.S. Marine Corps. Con-
tents are not necessarily the official 
views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. 
government, the Department of De-
fense, or the U.S. Marine Corps. The 
editorial content of this publication 
is the responsibility of the 1st Ma-
rine Division Public Affairs office.

1st MAR DIV Commanding General
Maj. Gen. Michael R. Regner

1 MAR DIV Sergeant Major 
Sgt. Maj. Anthony Sammartino

1st MAR DIV Public Affairs Officer
1st. Lt. Joseph Reney

Public Affairs Chief
Staff Sgt. Luis Agostini

for 3rd Plt., Alpha Co., 1/5. “We have to hit 
everything and make sure Marines are ready 
and have that training they could need.” 
     Every exercise in EMV is a stepping 
stone. The clear lane allows the squads to be-
come proficient within their small-unit lead-
ership and at fundamental maneuver exer-
cises before moving on to platoon attacks. 
      On the individual level the training allowed 
Marines to practice the tactics, techniques 
and procedures they will use in Afghanistan.  
        “Today’s exercise taught me how to oper-
ate in a MOUT environment with an IED threat, 
and reinforced the basic infantry principles 
I will use throughout EMV and on deploy-
ment,” said O’Conner, 21, from Douglas, Wyo. 
     Upon securing the town, the Marines 
of 3rd Platoon transitioned to their fi-
nal exercise, the Range 220 “kill house.” 
        The  Marines patrolled to a house that 

good for  the  locals  as  well. 
      “When they see us working with their 
national forces, they realize the Marines 
are here to help and it bolsters their con-
fidence,” Kassner said. “Seeing their own 
forces increases their feelings of security 
because literally, ‘Seeing is believing.’” 
             More than just taking the lead, the Afghans 
are beginning to take pride in what they do. 
          “They are performing quite well,” Kassner 
said. “Most notably is their motivation.  I pa-
trolled with several policemen who personally 
told me, ‘It is a great honor to serve my country.’” 
       “Big  Valley”, which increased security 
in the area, was good for the Marines as well. 
         “When    my   Marines  see  more and 
more of the Afghan forces and that we 

had been notionally hit by indirect fire. React-
ing to the attack, Marines posted security as 
their aid and liter team entered the building 
to begin treating the role-player casualties.  
              Real  amputees with prosthetic simulating 
combat injuries served as role players for the 
kill house. The Marines and sailors are forced 
to work under pressure from the corpsmen run-
ning the house and the role players’ intensity.  
    “The kill house is as accurate as they 
could get it, and they had some very good 
actors here,” said Meyers, 27, from Riv-
erbank, Calif. “It’s designed to put Ma-
rines in that situation and conditions 
them if one of their buddies goes down.” 
              Alpha Company will use these experiences 
and lessons learned from Range 220 to enable 
them to effectively complete EMV in prepara-
tion for an upcoming Afghanistan deployment. 
        Having this MOUT training will enable 
the Marines of 1/5 to be effective in combat 
and counterinsurgency operations the next 
time they hear the resounding command – 
“Go! Go! Go!”

MARINE CORPS AIR GROUND COMBAT CENTER TWEN-
TYNINE PALMS, Calif. – Seaman Michael C. Winberry, a 
corpsman with Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 5th Marine 
Regiment, provides medical attention to a role player in the 
Range 220 “kill house,” at Marine Corps Air Ground Combat 
Center Twentynine Palms, Calif., Jan. 25. Real amputees with 
prosthetic simulating combat injuries served as role players 
for the kill house. The Marines and sailors are forced to work 
under pressure from the corpsmen running the house and 
the role players’ intensity. Alpha Co. conducted the range as 
part of their Enhanced Mojave Viper pre-deployment training 
package.

MOUT
(cont. from page 1)

are finding contraband items, it lets them 
know that what we are doing here is im-
portant and it matters,” Kassner added. 
     The Marines, who call themselves the 
Wolf pack, are not finished yet, though. 
       “Our  next  step  is  to  continue  active-
ly engaging with the local population and 
we will continue to aggressively patrol the 
area,” Kassner said. “We will keep the el-
ders informed and work closely with the dis-
trict government.  Unless security and gov-
ernance are working together, we will not 
achieve the perfect security environment.”  
        The    Marines    will    also    con-
tinue to help their Afghan partners 
for the betterment of Afghanistan. 
      “We are here to help professionalize the 
Afghan forces,” Kassner said. “We will con-
tinue to lead by example and continue to see 
more of the improvements that will make 
them a fully-capable, self-sufficient force.” 

JUNGLE
(cont. from page 3)

COMBAT OUTPOST PAYNE, Afghanistan— Lance Cpl. Jona-
than Ricky Medrano, an infantryman with 3rd Light Armored 
Reconnaissance Battalion, 1st Marine Division (Forward), 
crosses an irrigation canal during a patrol, to clear an area 
near the Helmand River during Operation Big Valley, Feb. 1. 
Medrano, a 21-year-old native of Lansing, Mich., and fellow 
Marines partnered with Afghan National Security Forces to 
clear areas that locals said the Taliban use to travel and hide 
weapons and bomb-making materials.
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From the everyday stressors of 
life to the stressors related 
to combat, stress can affect 
even the strongest Marine. 
The DSTRESS line was devel-
oped by the Marine Corps to 
provide professional, anony-
mous counseling for Marines, 
their families and loved ones 
when it’s needed most.

•	 For any stress related is-
sues including work, per-
sonal, relationship, fi-
nancial and family

•	 Available 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week

•	 Anonymous conseling pro-
vided by trained profes-
sionals

•	 exclusively for Marines, 
their families and loved 
ones.

For more photos and news from around the 
1st Marine Division, visit our facebook site at: 
http://www.facebook.com/1stmarinedivision.
“Like” us today to get the updates as more is 
posted to the site!

Follow the 1st Marine Division on twitter for 
historical events, current happenings and 
links to stories from the different units in our 
division.
Tweet us at: 
http://twitter.com/#!/1stMarDivision


