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From the Commander’s Desk...

Brig. Gen. Philip R. Fisher 
JSC-A Commanding General

Throughout the years, 
the change of command 
process symbolizes the free 

exchange of authority from one 
person to another. Always held in 
a public arena, it is freedom’s way 
of telling the world that we exist 
in a society that values “order over 
overthrow” and a selection process 
for our leaders versus a dictatorial 
government.
   Whether the change of authority 
takes place in our government, 
with a public swearing in 
ceremony - or in the military, the 
basic purpose remains constant. 
One person takes responsibility for 
a particular job and the burdens of 
that job.
   Most people in attendance 
remember the fluttering flags, 
the upbeat music, and the many 
speeches of praise for the outgoing 
leader followed by hope for the 
incoming leader. While often these 

speeches go on too long – at a 
command school, the instructor 
warned us that no one remembers 
what you say, only how long it 
took you to say it – it is important 
to focus on the very act of a 
peaceful change of authority.
   This privilege comes at a 
cost and generations paid in 
full to assure the peaceful and 
orderly transfer of authority. 
The symbolism of furling and 
unfurling the changing unit’s 
colors remains the most visible 
moment of the process, but the 
reading of each unit’s history 
gives the process meaning. In its 
own way, it remembers all those 
who previously stood in those 
ranks and their dedication to cause 
and country.
   Remember, the change of 
authority you witness resulted 
from an orderly process of 
selection, not by riots or violence.     

   Remember, this process puts 
someone in authority for a set 
period and the outgoing authority 
willingly passes authority to the 
incoming authority at the end of 
that time.  Finally, remember, your 
service today assures your place in 
the history future generations read 
as they transfer authority.

Warrior’s Call

Command Sgt. Maj. Jeffrey L. Riggs
JSC-A Command Sergeant Major

   I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Sgt. Maj. 
William Hatten for filling my role 
while I was on R&R. This truly has 
been a busy month for the JSC-A 
team. It brings me great pleasure to 
recognize the great work of the 43rd 
Sustainment Brigade’s Command 
Sgt. Maj. Varner, 87th Combat 
Sustainment Support Battalion’s 
Command Sgt. Maj. Howard and 
the 529th CSSB’s Command Sgt. 
Maj. Smith as they return to their 
respective homes. I wish them a safe 
trip and a warm reunion with their 
families. Job well done, Warriors! 
   We welcome the warriors of 

the 7th SB’s Command Sgt. Maj. 
Escalona, 298th CSSB’s Command 
Sgt. Maj. Ward and 530th CSSB’s 
Command Sgt. Maj. Johnson, 
and the mission they will do for 
the people of Afghanistan and the 
sustainment community of the 
JSC-A.
   This issue of the “Warriors Call” 
will focus on the JSC-A Sgt. Audie 
Murphy Club. 
   The JSC-A Sgt. Audie Murphy 
Club is the only Combined Joint 
Operations Area-Afghanistan and 
unit sustaining club in Afghanistan 
that I am aware of. The JSC-A club 
was established in 2010, under 
the leadership and direction of 
135th Expeditionary Sustainment 

- Warrior Call
Continued on pg. 4
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Operation Outreach: Helping local Afghans
Story by 1st Lt. Andrew B. Adcock, JSC-A Public Affairs

Command and subordinate units. 
The club has had and continues 
to have members from all MOSs 
(not just sustainers). We welcome 
all Soldiers to be members, 
regardless of unit. The club has 
in the past held a benefit run and 
has contributed some $3,000 
to a National Wounded Warrior 
Organization.
   Currently, the JSC-A Senior NCO 
president is Sgt. Maj. Ruby Murray 
of the 7th SB, out of Fort Eustis, 
Va.  Her high-spirited drive and 
dedication will take the club to new 
heights. If you are a Sgt. Audie 
Murphy member looking for a 
club, you have found it. If you are a 
non-member and have what it takes 
and you want to be a servant of 
your fellow Soldiers, contact Sgt. 

- Warrior’s Call
Continued from pg. 3

Maj. Murray at this email address 
woowoo.murray@afghan.swa.
army.mil.
   The original Sgt. Audie Murphy 
club was started at Fort Hood, 
Texas, early in 1986. There were 
several key people at Fort Hood 
(officer, enlisted, civil service, and 
a Killeen civilian). These personnel 
were instrumental in getting this 
club up and running.
   Audie Murphy was just about 
everything but a cowboy. Born in 
Texas, Murphy left school after 
the fifth grade and home at the 
age of 15. He enlisted in the Army 
just shy of his 18th birthday and 
became the most decorated Soldier 
of World War II. In fact, Murphy 
earned the Congressional Medal of 
Honor for standing down a German 
attack in France in January of 1945.
   The Sergeant Audie Murphy Club 
is a private U.S. Army organization 

for enlisted non-commissioned 
officers (NCOs) only. Those NCOs 
whose leadership achievements 
and performance merit special 
recognition may possibly earn the 
reward of membership. Members 
must “...exemplify leadership 
characterized by personal 
concern for the needs, training, 
development, and welfare of 
Soldiers and concern for families of 
Soldiers (FORSCOM Reg. 600-8, 
paragraph 1).”
   If an NCO meets these 
prerequisites, the Soldier may 
then be recommended by his 
non-commissioned officer chain 
of command to participate in the 
rigorous board examination process. 
   NCOs, do you want to be the best 
Warrior among Warriors. Take the 
challenge.
   “You lead from the front.” 
                             ... Audie Murphy

KABUL, Afghanistan – After a military career spanning 
some 30 years, U.S. Army Master Sgt. Danny K. 
Plunkett is on his second overseas deployment to the 
Middle East, and, despite the austere environment, 
is making a difference in the lives of Afghans at the 
grassroots level.
   Plunkett is a member of the Mississippi Army 
National Guard’s 184th Expeditionary Sustainment 
Command, headquartered in Laurel, Miss. The 184th 
ESC is currently deployed in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom and assumed responsibility of 
Joint Sustainment Command-Afghanistan (JSC-A) in 
October.  The Joint Sustainment Command directs all 
military logistics support for American and coalition 
forces throughout the theater of operations. 
   Based out of Camp Phoenix, Afghanistan, Plunkett 
serves as a mentor to the Afghan National Army 
supply and maintenance office under JSC-A. As a 
member of the NATO training mission, Combined 

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Stacey L. Haga, ISAF HQ PAO
U.S. Army Master Sgt. Danny K. Plunkett poses with a 
group of Afghan children during a recent humanitarian 
mission to deliver blankets, clothing and food to a local 
village on Feb. 17.

Security Transition Command, Plunkett has become 
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‘Resolute’ Brigade assumes 
sustainment mission in Afghanistan

Story by Staff Sgt. Alexander 
Burnett and Spc. Krista Payne, 

7th SB Public Affairs

Staff Sgt. Alexander Burnett  |  
7th SB PAO

knowledgeable of ANA regulations and regularly 
makes recommendations on improvements to supply 
and maintenance procedures. His recommendations are 
then reported to higher logistics commands on a weekly 
basis. 
   When asked to describe his mission, Plunkett 
commented, “Every day I have to travel by convoy to 
the ANA base where I work. Each day I see children 
digging in trash heaps for food or anything they might 
be able to use for clothing or burn for heat. I see a lot of 
poverty. By working with the Afghan National Army, 
I have learned that these people are seeking the same 
things in life as we do in America. They want to provide 
for their families and hope for a better future.” 
   During a recent humanitarian mission, known as 

Operation Outreach, Plunkett worked with his ANA 
mentors to deliver blankets, clothing, fuel, food and 
candy to a local village. 
   “Today I got the chance to go visit one of these poor 
villages, just like the ones I pass each day, and give a 
few things that will make their lives a little bit better,” 
said Plunkett. “It really makes you humble to think 
how blessed we are in the U.S.A. Our trash would be 
a treasure to some of these people over here. I saw 
children, dirty, and with no shoes, some dressed in what 
we would call rags.”
   Stateside, Plunkett works full-time for the Mississippi 
Army National Guard in the surface maintenance office.  
   “I hope that one day the children I see every day 
will have a country to live in that is free of bombings, 
killings and so much hurt,” said Plunkett. “I hope that 
one day, we can look back on all we have done here and 
say that it was worth it.”

- Outreach
Continued from pg. 4

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan - It is 
an occasion attended by so many 
Service members. Soldiers, Sailors, 
Marines, Airmen, civilians and 
coalition partners all gather in a 
small tent with the rain pouring 
outside to bid farewell to one unit 
and welcome another.
   The 7th Sustainment Brigade 
assumed control of the sustainment 
mission in Afghanistan during a 
transfer of authority ceremony with 
the 43rd Sustainment Brigade at 
Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan, 
Feb. 28.
   The ‘Rough Rider’ brigade 
assumed control of the sustainment 
mission in Afghanistan March 
22, 2010, establishing themselves 
as the first sustainment brigade 
to control logistical operations 

Col. Lawrence Kominiak, left, 
the 7th Sustainment Brigade 
commander, and Command Sgt. 
Maj. Tony Escalona, the 7th SB 
command sergent major, uncase 
the brigade colors during a transfer 
of authority ceremony at Kandahar 
Airfield, Feb. 28. The uncasing of 
the brigade colors symbolizes the 
“Resolute” brigade’s assumption of 
the logistical mission in the south, 
southwest and western regions of 
Afghanistan from the 43rd SB.

in southern Afghanistan. The 
six battalions controlled by the 
brigade would be designated Task 
Force Rough Rider and consisted 
of Soldiers, Airmen, Marines and 
Sailors.
   During their tenure, the 43rd 
Sustainment Brigade was 
responsible for driving nearly 12 
million miles in convoys across 
the country of Afghanistan, 
dropping over 24 million 
pounds of supplies, moving 
over 2,400 pallets and shipping 
15.5 million pounds of mail. 
They also partnered with eight 
Afghan National Security Force 
units and provided $1.9 million 
in Commander’s Emergency 
Response Program funds to the 
surrounding communities of the 
Kandahar Province, said Col. Ed 
Daly, the 43rd Sustainment Brigade 
commander.
   “These Soldiers have been 

committed to excellence every 
single day,” said Daly. “They 
are warrior logisticians who 
live the Soldier’s Creed in the 

- Resolute
Continued on pg. 8
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“Watch what people are cynical about, and one can often 
discover what they lack.”

                                 - General George Patton Jr.

   From the Inspector General’s office… 
By Lt. Col. Mathyn D. Williams
  

- IG
Continued on pg. 7

   As stated in last month’s JSC-A 
newsletter, the Inspector General 
(IG) “advises the commander on 
existing conditions relating to the 
performance of the mission and 
the state of discipline, efficiency, 
morale, esprit de corps and 
economy within the Army, ARNG 
or USAR.”  To do this, the IG must 
work to ensure the commander, 
and his subordinate commanders 
are part of the process to address or 
solve problems and are not left out 
of the equation. Therefore, if you 
are thinking of coming to the IG to 
get help with a problem, there are 
some processes that you need to 
follow.
   First, be sure you have a 
problem, not just a peeve. For 
example, are the cooks turning 

out lousy chow or was it just one 
bad meal? Next, give your chain 
of command a chance to solve 
the problem, as many problems 
must be addressed to the chain 
of command for resolution 
anyway, and it is far better to go 
through them before you come 
to the IG, rather than afterward. 
Many issues can be corrected by 
bringing attention to your first level 
supervisor and working through 
the chain of command, rather than 
from the top down. However, if 
you have addressed your issues or 
concerns to your boss, and still feel 
that your problem is legitimate, yet 
has not been corrected, then you 
should request to see the next level 
and next in progression, etc. A 
person should also understand that 

there might not be a fix in place as 
soon as they think it should be, and 
a corrective action might not be the 
one that the complainant wants, but 
rather, the one that the command 
element deems appropriate. For 
example, providing every person 
or section with a vehicle to conduct 
business with might be addressed 
by making arrangements for a bus 
to start making runs, or one or 
more vehicles might be procured 
for each section to share, etc. 
   If, after going through one’s 
chain of command, the complainant 
feels that the IG’s assistance is 
needed, one should try to contact 

Photo by Petty Officer 1st Class 
Sandra M. Palumbo,  
JSC-A Public Affairs

MSARNG NCO 
Association honors 
Staff Sgt. Wallace

Staff Sgt. September Wallace 
recieved a certificate of 
appreciation for her hard work 
and dedicaton to the Mississippi 
National Guard NCO Association, 
Jan 30. Her efforts in membership 
allowed the 184th Expeditionary 
Sustainment Command to be the 
first 100% unit in the state for 2011.
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their ‘local’ IG first, not an IG from 
another unit or back in CONUS. 
When an IG is contacted outside 
of the locally assigned IG, that IG 
will usually merely find out what 
unit the complainant belongs to 
and then pass the complainant’s 
issue to the local office.  Also, IGs 
at higher commands (such as the 
USFOR-A to JSC-A OCONUS 
relationship or the JFH-MS IG to 
184th ESC in CONUS relationship) 
will normally refer the case to the 
local IG for action. In the current 
deployed situation, Soldiers aligned 
with the JSC-A command will 
contact the command or Assistant 
Inspector’s General office located 
at Kandahar Airfield (KAF). These 
IGs are Lt. Col. Mathyn “Matt” 
Williams or Sgt. 1st Class Jonathan 
“Jay” Golden.

   When you come to the IG with 
a problem, always be honest 
and don’t provide misleading 
information. IGs will discover the 
truth quickly in most cases and 
there are penalties for knowingly 
providing false information. Also, 
the IG cannot accurately advise 
you if you are not truthful and 
forthright with all of the pertinent 
details and chain of events related 
to your problem. It is advisable to 
actually sit down and type or write 
down your issue and see if it makes 
sense to you before you file a 
complaint. If you cannot articulate 
an argument that would convince 
yourself, then don’t expect the 
IG to work some sort of magic to 
convince the commander that you 
are right. 
   As IGs, we are bound to use 
the regulations and policies that 
have been established to set the 
standards or direct actions, so we 

cannot simply make things up as 
we go to help someone get their 
way. Also, keep in mind that IGs 
are not policy makers. If you 
believe that a policy is flawed 
you can submit proposed change 
requests on a DA Form 2028, but 
you cannot simply expect the IG 
or command element to exempt 
you from policies that are written 
for the benefit of the entire unit 
and larger military community. 
Finally, keep in mind that IGs 
can only recommend, not order 
a resolution. Only commanders 
can order; the role of the IG is 
to “advise” the commander, not 
tell the commander what to do. If 
after considering all of this, please 
contact your local IG office, Lt. 
Col. Mathyn D. Williams, DSN 
318-421-6568 / Email mathyn.
williams@afghan.swa.army.mil or 
SFC Jonathan J. Golden, jonathan.
Golden@afghan.swa.army.mil. 

- IG
Continued from pg. 6

Reserve component leaders receive JSC-A sustainment brief

(Center, from left) U.S. Army Maj. Gen. Gregory J. Vadnais, Michigan National Guard adjutant general, Maj. Gen. James 
D. Tyre, Florida Army National Guard assistant adjutant general, Maj. Gen. Adolph McQueen Jr., commander of the 
200th Military Police Command, and Brig. Gen. Gary M. Hara, Hawaii National Guard land component commander, 
attend a sustainment operations briefing at Joint Sustainment Command – Afghanistan headquarters at Kandahar 
Airfield, Afghanistan, on Feb. 4, 2011. U.S. Army Brig. Gen. Philip R. Fisher, commander of Joint Sustainment 
Command – Afghanistan, hosted the briefing with Col. Clint E. Walker, JSC-A chief of staff, and Col. Craig M. Weaver, 
JSC-A support operations officer, leading the event. JSC-A is a Mississippi Army National Guard unit, headquartered 
in Laurel, and has been deployed to Afghanistan since early October in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.

1st Lt. Andrew B. Adcock | JSC-A PAO
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Black History Month observance at Kandahar Airfield
Photos by 1st Lt. Andrew B. Adcock, JSC-A Public Affairs

harshest deployed operational 
environment.”
   As the 43rd Sustainment Brigade 
redeploys to Ft. Carson, Colo., 
the 7th Sustainment “Resolute” 
Brigade assumes the logistics 
mission. The newly designated 
Task Force Resolute will consist of 
four battalions and 3,000 Soldiers 
from the active Army, National 
Guard and Reserve.
   “To the U.S., Coalition, and 
Afghan National Security Forces, 
the 7th will give nothing less 
than 110 percent,” remarked 
Col. Lawrence Kominiak, 7th 
Sustainment Brigade commander.

- Resolute
Continued from pg. 5

Master Sgt. Jacqueline A. McDonald (right) serves a Black History Month 
food sampling to participants of the Feb. 17 observance on KAF. The food 
sampling included chicken wings, macaroni and cheese, and various fruits.

U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Jeffrey B. 
Kendall gives closing remarks at 
the Black History Month, “African 
Americans and the Civil War” 
celebration.  

Members of the Kandahar Airfield Gospel Choir sing the Negro National 
Anthem during the Black History Month “African American and the Civil 
War” celebration. The celebration also included key note speaker Col. 
Charles R. Hamilton who spoke on the contributions of African Americans. 
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BALKH PROVINCE, Afghanistan – Soldiers of the 
101st Sustainment Brigade visited a local hospital in 
the Dehdadi District here to evaluate the building and 
necessity of medical supplies and equipment, Feb. 22.
   The project is part of the continuing Commander’s 
Emergency Response Program of the 87th Combat 
Sustainment Support Battalion, 101st Sust. Bde., 
and a partnership between the U.S. Soldiers, Afghan 
National Army and the local government in Dehdadi.
   “We visited the clinic to asset the structural and 
medical needs to help create a CERP project for the 
local population to provide healthcare support for the 
community,” said Maj. Deidre Lockhart, officer in 
charge of medical operations, 101st Sust. Bde.
   The 87th CSSB CERP team coordinates with the 
population of the Dehdadi District to find ways to 
improve the community. “Every month, we go to the 
sub-governor’s meeting with the village elders,” said 
Sgt. 1st Class Nakya McDaniels, CERP team paying 
agent. “Other than education, they all talked about this 
hospital.”
   The hospital has the capabilities to support about 50 
people, yet supports nearly 200,000 people throughout 
the Dehdadi District as the only hospital in the district, 
McDaniels said.
   “Right now, they have limited area, limited operating 
room space, no mom and children equipment,” 
Lockhart said. “They are limited in support of their 
own population. We have to help the locals as much as 
possible.”
   A majority of the equipment at the clinic is about 
a decade old, Lockhart said. “They really need 
incubators and bili lights to help the children, because 
the area has a horrible infant mortality rate,” she said.
   The CERP team plans to provide up-to-date medical 
equipment, as well as the skills to sustain it. “They 
need a medical maintenance plan,” Lockhart said, 
“Now they take the equipment back to whoever gave 
them the equipment. We’re looking to give them 
equipment that will require less maintenance to make 
them self-sufficient.”
   The team also assessed the ability of the hospital to 
power the medical equipment. “It’s outdated, corroded 

Lifeliners aid local clinic
Story by Spc. Michael Vanpool, 101st SB Public Affairs

and in poor condition,” said Charles O’Bryant, brigade 
safety officer. “They’re looking to get new equipment, 
but the current electrical setup will not work for the 
new equipment.”
   The hospital also needs more space to provide 
medical care for the thousands of locals in the Dehdadi 
District. There is not enough space for the hospital to 
expand out, but the CERP team plans to expand up, 
O’Bryant said.

Maj. Deidre Lockhart, officer in charge of medical 
operations for the 101st Sustainment Brigade, shows a 
local child her iPhone during a humanitarian aid mission 
to a local hospital in the Dehdadi District, Feb. 22.

Spc. Michael Vanpool | 101SB PAO

Spc. Michael Vanpool | 101SB PAO

Maj. Deidre Lockhart, officer in charge of medical 
operations for the 101st Sustainment Brigade, speaks 
with one of the doctors of the Dehdadi Clinic during a 
visit to the hospital to assess the hospital’s needs for 
medical equipment and building expansion, Feb. 22.

- Lifeliners
Continued on pg. 11
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Surviving the Kandahar Airfield flooding in Afghanistan

1st Lt. Andrew B. Adcock | JSC-A PAO1st Lt. Andrew B. Adcock | JSC-A PAO

1st Lt. Andrew B. Adcock | JSC-A PAO1st Lt. Andrew B. Adcock | JSC-A PAO

Petty Officer 1st Class Sandra M. Palumbo | JSC-A PAO
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   “We went to check the structures to see if the 
hospital could hold and support a second floor, instead 
of tearing it down completely,” said Sgt. 1st Class 
Jerome Parker, CERP team purchasing officer.
   The CERP team plans to expand the clinic, without 
disrupting its operations during the construction. 
“They don’t have the room to move somewhere else in 
the mean time,” Parker said.
   The local population will be hired by the CERP team 
for the improvements to the hospital. “The contractors 
are from this area and know how important it is,” 
McDaniels said. “They may subcontract to hurry up 
and get the hospital up and running.”
   The development of the hospital is being funded 
by the CERP team with the operations controlled by 
the clinic and local population. “We’re trying to get 
them to build their own medical industry, so they can 
trust their own government, own healthcare system,” 
Lockhart said.

- Lifeliners
Continued from pg. 9

1st Lt. Andrew B. Adcock | JSC-A PAO 1st Lt. Andrew B. Adcock | JSC-A PAO

1st Lt. Andrew B. Adcock | JSC-A PAO 1st Lt. Andrew B. Adcock | JSC-A PAO

1st Lt. Andrew B. Adcock | JSC-A PAO
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Master Sgt. Michael L. Box | JSC-A J4 Master Sgt. Michael L. Box | JSC-A J4

Master Sgt. Michael L. Box | JSC-A J4Master Sgt. Michael L. Box | JSC-A J4

Master Sgt. Michael L. Box | JSC-A J4Master Sgt. Michael L. Box | JSC-A J4
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Staff Sgt. Ian Terry | 43rd SB PAO
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From the Headquarter’s Company Commander...by 1st Lt. Rodney L. Hall,  Acting Commander
   Selfless service - Put the welfare 
of the nation, the Army and your 
subordinates before your own.
   Selfless service leads to 
organizational teamwork and 
encompasses discipline, self-
control and faith in the system. 
   This concept is instilled in 
Service members from day one of 
initial entry training to the day of 
retirement. 
   With contingency operations 
still in effect, the question leaders 
should be asking subordinates is, 
“What is in it for me?”  
   This may seem like a selfish 

question especially in the Army 
where teamwork, team building 
and selfless service are a few of our 
core values. However, this question 
should not be used to selfishly seek 
gratification or go against the Army 
values, it should be the concept 
leaders address to subordinates in 
order to seek their goals, values 
and ambitions.   
   To fully understand, every 
Service member has a goal or an 
ambition to be what they want to 
be in the future. However, it takes 
the leader to seek out what Service 
members want in order to assist 

them in their quest of fulfillment. 
   This concept coincides with self-
actualization in Maslow’s hierarchy 
of needs and can be used to help 
junior ranking Service members 
reach their full potential. 
   When Service members feel 
they are working towards their 
inner goals, their team unity will 
be elevated to a level beneficial 
to them, their unit, and the Armed 
Forces. 
   So, the next time you are sitting 
with a junior Service member ask 
them, “What’s in it for you,” and 
help them reach their objectives.

DUBAI: A U.S. Army officer 
serving in Afghanistan has won 
the lucky draw to play with Tiger 
Woods during the Omega Dubai 
Desert Classic Pro Am at the 
Emirates Golf Club on Feb. 9.
   Over 16,000 amateur golfers 
from all over the world registered 
online for the Tiger Woods Pro 
Am Competition that offered 
“the chance of a lifetime” to play 
alongside arguably the greatest 
golfer of modern era in the 
traditional curtain-raiser to the 
European Tour event.
   Lt. Col. Michael Rowells, the 
winner of the competition, was 
picked by Mohammad Yahya of 
Dubal, a long-time sponsor of 
the tournament, in the presence 

Lt. Col. Rowells wins online 
competition to join Woods at Omega 

Dubai Desert Classic Pro Am

of Mohammad Juma Bu Amim, 
Vice Chairman and CEO golf 
in DUBAi, the promoters and 
organizers of the Omega Dubai 
Desert Classic.
   It’s just a great coincidence 
that the winner of the online 
competition happens to be an army 
officer like Woods’ late father 
Earl, who himself had retired as a 
lieutenant colonel from the U.S. 
Army. In fact, the pet name “Tiger” 
was borrowed from a Vietnamese 
soldier and friend of his father.
   Lt. Col. Rowells, who plays 
off a decent nine handicap, will 
join Woods along with two other 
amateurs in a marquee four-ball 
during the Pro Am, and he is 
looking forward to the experience 
of a lifetime.
   “I am thrilled and can’t believe 

my luck,” said an ecstatic Rowells, 
who will also receive two seasons 
of  ‘golf in DUBAi’ hospitality 
tickets.

Source:

Lt. Col. Michael Rowells of the 
Army Sustainment Command’s 
401st Army Field Support Brigade 
poses with Tiger Woods before the 
Omega Dubai Desert Classic Pro-
Am tournament at the Emirates Golf 
Club on February 9. Rowells was 
among 16,000 amateur golfers who 
entered an online contest and was 
picked to play in a foursome with 
the world’s third-ranked golfer.

- Rowells
Continued on pg. 15
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Support              
Operation’s

Corner 
By:  

Maj. Danny J. Scanlon  
&  

  Capt. Kelly S. Carey

   The Joint Sustainment 
Command-Afghanistan (JSC-A) 
Support Operations (SPO) 
directorate is compromised of 
highly experienced logisticians 
who provide management and 
oversight over the services that are 
required to sustain the war fighter. 
The JSC-A SPO chief, Col. Craig 
M. Weaver, is responsible for 
synchronization of sustainment in 
order to ensure all ground and air 
transportation, service and supply 
activities, human resources and 
munitions support are provided. All 
of this is linked together by organic 
and contract services. Sustainment 
operations cannot function without 

the vital support of contracts and 
the funding that pays for them and 
that is why the operational contract 
support (OCS) branch exists.  
   What is OCS? To many junior 
officers, OCS is associated with 
physical pain and the mental 
torment of officer candidate school. 
But in the world of logistics, OCS 
is known as operational contract 
support. Not to be confused with 
“contracting,” OCS provides 
oversight and planning for all 
contract activities within the 
JSC-A. It does not, however, write 
contracts.
   Lt. Col. Milton L. Griffith serves 
as the OCS branch chief and his 
team provides planning support 
to all the SPO branches and 
every subordinate unit. They also 
provide oversight for all contracted 
activities within the JSC-A. 
The branch is comprised of five 
logisticians that perform liaison 
functions in order to facilitate 
the coordination of requirements 
and plans with U.S. Forces-
Afghanistan, Defense Contract 

Management Agency, Central 
Command Contracting Command, 
Regional Contracting Centers, 
Logistics Civilian Augmentation 
Program (LOGCAP), and Rock 
Island, Ill.  
   OCS is a team effort so let’s 
meet the rest of the team, which 
has over 117 years of experience 
in the military combined. Maj. 
Danny J. Scanlon, with 23 years 
of service, is the deputy branch 
chief responsible for synchronizing 
the daily operational schedule and 
coordinating all staff activities. 
Additionally, Scanlon is the 
primary planner and point of 
contact for major contracts such 
as Host Nation Trucking (HNT), 
National Afghan Trucking (NAT) 
and Afghan Regional Trucking 
(ART). He also serves as the 
branch chief in his absence. 
   Capt. Laketter M. Cannon, 
with 19 years of service, is the 
theater support officer responsible 

- SPO
Continued on pg. 17

(Left) Lt. Col. Michael Rowells of the 
401st Army Field Support Brigade 
blasts a shot from the sand during 
the Omega Dubai Desert Classic 
Pro-Am tournament at the Emirates 
Golf Club on Feb. 9. Rowells won 
the honor of playing in a foursome 
with Tiger Woods, the No. 3 golfer 
in the world, through an online 
contest with 16,000 other amateur 
golfers. 

   “I registered with little hope 
of actually being selected. What 
a shock I received when I was 

- Rowells
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contacted by my wife with 
the news that I have won. I 
immediately had visions of the first 
tee with Tiger.
   “Miracles do happen, and I am 
overwhelmed with the prospect 
of playing not only with Tiger, 
but also the Majlis course as well. 
Truly a dream come true,” said the 
army officer, currently deployed to 
Afghanistan with the 401st Army 
Field Support Brigade.
   “I would like to thank ‘golf 
in DUBAi’ for coming up with 
this unique Tiger Woods Pro Am 
competition and wish them all the 
best for the tournament.”
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This Month in Army History

Chaplain’s Message... by Petty Officer 2nd Class William McCall

   What does “over the hump” really 
mean?  According to the website, 
www.thefreedictionary.com, over 
the hump implies going past the 
most difficult or dangerous part of 
something. 
   As I was asked to write this 
article, it was “suggested” to write 
something to the effect of the 
184th Expeditionary Sustainment 
Command being over the hump. 
The first thing that came to mind 
was complacency.  
   In the military, we have a phrase 
for complacency – Complacency 
KILLS. Does it always?  No. 
Complacency in the office or at 
the wash rack is most likely not 
going to kill you. However, letting 
simple rules and regulations slip 
on a daily basis can turn into bad 
situations very quickly. The most 
seasoned workers are often called 
upon to do the difficult tasks, and 
get the work done quickly and 
efficiently. They are recognized and 
rewarded for their ability to solve 
problems. They also are rewarded 
for doing the job quickly with no 

fuss and teaching younger Service 
members “the tricks of the trade.”  
Unfortunately, they skip tiresome 
and time-consuming safety rules. 
Most of our rules and regulations 
are written in blood. Someone has 
gone before you and used the same 
unsafe method and chopped a finger 
or two off, and now there are safety 
guidelines in place to allow you to 
keep all of your phalanges.
   As a Sailor coming to war with 
the Army, I had to attend the Navy 
Individual Augmentee Combat 
Training Course located at Fort 
Jackson, S.C.  Our drill sergeant 
instructors taught us how to 
line up in formation, speak and 
shoot the Army way. During our 
indoctrination brief towards the end, 
the command master chief said a 
few words. He talked about how 
Sailors like to leave ammunition 
in the weapons and make their 
way back to the barracks’ clearing 
barrel and discharge the firearm in 
the clearing barrel. We all laughed 
and thought – that will NEVER 
happen to me. Guess what? On 

the way to the barracks on the last 
day of the training cycle, a Sailor 
did just that. She somehow slipped 
past the range barrels and made it 
back to the clearing barrel outside 
of her barracks with a round in the 
chamber. Complacency enabled 
this Sailor to walk up to the barrel, 
place the weapon on fire and pull 
the trigger. BANG! Fortunately, the 
round was a blank and the situation 
ended with no injury. Needless 
to say, this Sailor was completely 
embarrassed and had to answer to 
the command staff as to why she did 
not follow the rules.  
   Although we may not clear 
our weapons everyday and have 
an opportunity to experience a 
negligent discharge, attention to 
detail is key. Let us not have to learn 
from experience that SOPs and 
guidelines are created to keep us 
safe. We may be over the hump, but 
the 184th ESC is still in Kandahar, 
Afghanistan. Know your individual 
roles and responsibilities for every 
situation pertaining to you and your 
section. Be vigilant and God bless.

1802 -- Congress establishes the U.S. Military Academy 
at West Point, N.Y., March 16. 
1848 -- Maj. Gen. Winfield Scott conducts the Army’s 
first large amphibious assault, at Vera Cruz, Mexico, 
landing 13,000 men and supplies on March 9. He 
captures the town and marches on to attack Mexico City 
in September. 
1853 -- The Army Corps of Engineers, under Brig. Gen. 
Montgomery Meigs, begins construction of the north 
and south wings of the U.S. Capitol. 
1882 -- The U.S. Army Hospital Corps is established. 
1918 -- Signal Corps pilot Lt. Paul Baer attacks seven 
German aircraft, downing one. He is the first aviator to 

receive the Distinguished Flying Cross. 
1962 -- The Vietnamese Advisory Campaign officially 
begins, March 15. It is the first of 17 campaigns of the 
Vietnam War.  
1973 -- Capt. Floyd J. Thompson is released after 
nine years as a prisoner of the Viet Cong. He was the 
longest-held POW of the war. 
1991 -- The 24th Inf. Div., under Maj. Gen. Barry 
McCaffery, defeats the Iraqi Hammurabi Division when 
it violates the cease fire. 
2003 -- After dark on March 20, V Corps troops cross 
the berm separating Kuwait and Iraq and begin the 
drive to capture Baghdad.



March 2011 | 17

overseeing and reporting all direct 
support requirements for the JSC-A. 
Cannon has the additional duty of 
Joint Acquisition Requirements 
Board (JARB) administrator for 
the JSC-A, and is responsible for 
ensuring requirement packets from 
the JSC-A and its subordinate units 
are staffed, prepared correctly and 
ready to be reviewed for validation 
by the U.S. Forces-Afghanistan 
(South) JARB.
   Sgt. Maj. Joseph J. Elder, by far 
the senior member of our team 
with over 32 years of service, is 
the operations noncommissioned 
officer-in-charge, responsible 
for performing all coordination 
activities and ensuring that branch 
status reports and accountability 
reports are submitted correctly and 
in a timely manner. Additionally, 
Elder serves as the contract officer 
representative (COR) of the General 
Dynamics Information Technology 
contract which augments the JSC-A 
with 38 contractors. 
   Finally, Capt. Kelly S. Carey, 
with over 20 years in service, is the 
external support officer responsible 
for overseeing and reporting on 
all LOGCAP or external support 
requirements within the JSC-A. 
Additionally, he serves as the “in-
theater” training officer for OCS, 
currently teaching the two-day “in-
theater” COR class three to four 
times monthly and the Acquisition 
Requirements Packet Orientation 
Course once a month. These 
classes are available to all United 
States government and Uniformed 
Service members who will serve 
as CORs or prepare requirement 

- SPO
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packets.
   The goal of JSC-A is to improve 
the overall sustainment process. 
In order to accomplish this effort, 
the command relies upon the SPO 
branch to serve as the logistics 
nerve center to synchronize and 
optimize multiple efforts across the 
Combined Joint Operations Area-
Afghanistan. While the sustainment 
of the CJOA-A is in fact a joint 
effort conducted by the Depart-
ment of Defense, the reality is that 
uniformed personnel are not per-
forming the majority of life support 
activities so the alternative solution 

is to overcome the gap in support 
capability by contracting services 
which free up Soldiers to perform 
other critical war fighter operations.  
   The OCS branch is “Ever There” 
to provide critical planning, 
reporting and oversight on all the 
contracting requirements for the 
JSC-A necessary to insure that 
our war fighters are equipped 
with everything they need to 
successfully complete their 
missions and assist the Afghan 
people in creating a more secure, 
stable and viable foundation upon 
which to build their future.

March
As we look back over the months,

We pick up the pace of our March.
Counting down the days we have left,

We pick up the pace of our March.
 

Remembering the time away from our families,
We continue to March.

Step by step, day by day, taking on each mission,
We continue to March.

 
We are halfway through this time away,

Soon we’ll be marching away.
Hoping these last few months pass very fast,

Soon we’ll be marching away.
 

As we mark off the days on the calendar,
We look forward to our final March.

Boarding that plane headed for home,
We look forward to our final March.

 
                                   --- Sgt. Daniel A. Brown

                                       JSC-A Munitions Section
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Story and photos by  
Petty Officer 1st Class  
Sandra M. Palumbo,  
JSC-A Public Affairs

Soldier spotlight...

Spc. James D. Walton prepares 
pancakes for breakfast as members 
of his unit fill his office and wait.

- Walton
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KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, 
Afghanistan – Spc. James D. 
Walton, of the 184th Expeditionary 
Sustainment Command (ESC) 
boosts morale of unit Soldiers by 
providing a taste of home through 
his unique waffle and pancake 
breakfasts.
   “We are grateful to have Spc. 
Walton be a part of our team,” 
said 184th ESC 1st Sgt. Olan M. 
Manning. He makes our Soldiers 
happy by offering a home cooked 
breakfast which is a welcomed 
break from the food served at the 
dining facilities here.” 
   Walton, a Hattiesburg, Miss., 
native, is assigned as a Supply NCO 

(non-commissioned officer) in the 
Headquarters and Headquarters 
Company (HHC) of the 184th ESC.  
His daily responsibilities include 
accounting for all equipment 
inventories and ensuring supply 
orders are fulfilled timely so the 
184th ESC can be mission ready to 
complete sustainment operations 
throughout Afghanistan. 
   “Supply is a part of the backbone 
of this unit,” said Walton. “It’s 
very important we make sure other 
sections have what they need to 
complete their mission here.” 
   Walton has served in the 
Mississippi Army National Guard 
for more than 14 years, and 
served one year with the Air Force 
reserves. Walton said he joined 
the military because of his father, 
Swayze Walton, who served in 
World War II as a sergeant in the 
U.S. Army, and his two brothers 
who both served in Vietnam.
   “All my family was in the Army 
and that is what I wanted when 
I joined,” said Walton. “I knew I 
wanted to make a career out of it. 
Even though I had a 22-year break, 
the military never left my mind.”
   During his 22-year break from the 
Army, Walton worked as a project 
manager at Albey Custom Painting. 
Walton originally joined the 
Mississippi National Guard in 1976 
and served 12 years. He reenlisted 
in 2007. Currently, he is deployed 
in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom on Kandahar Airfield in 
Afghanistan.
   Walton said he decided to start 
cooking breakfast because he did 
not like the food provided by the 
dining facility and did not want to 
go hungry. Walton further explained 
that once he started cooking 
breakfast for himself other unit 

Soldiers would join him. Cooking 
breakfast for unit Soldiers soon 
became an ongoing occurrence.
   “In the beginning, I started to cook 
breakfast by section on Fridays 
where everyone could get a taste of 
home cooking,” said Walton.  “But 
then as word started to spread, more 
and more people would show up 
and I wasn’t going to turn anyone 
down. So, now I cook breakfast 
three times a week and sometimes 
more if asked.”
   The home-cooked breakfasts are 
made possible because Walton’s 
wife, Karen, sends most of the 
mix used to cook the reoccurring 
breakfasts. Walton also is supported 
by the people who eat the pancakes 
and waffles because their family 
members stateside send supplies, as 
well, explained Walton.
   “I enjoy cooking waffles and 
pancakes here for the Soldiers,” 
Walton said. “It gives them a little 
piece of back home cooking. When 
I see a smile on their face and 
receive a thank you, it is all worth 
it.”  
   Members of the unit appreciate 
the efforts that Walton puts into his 
breakfast meals. 
   “I enjoy what Spc. Walton does 
cause some mornings it’s just good 
to be able to walk to work and have 
a little taste of home,” said Cpl. 
Benjamin J. Pharris. “It breaks the 
monotony of the day to day life of 
being away from home.”
Walton plans on continuing to 
provide a home-cooked breakfast, 
three times-a-week, as long as he 
has the supplies handy throughout 
the rest of the deployment. 
   In civilian life, Walton is a 
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regional maintenance supervisor 
at Travel Center of America. He 
ensures the stores stay operational 
and keeps a good preventative 
maintenance schedule on all the 
equipment. Also, after deployment, 
Walton will be resuming the role 

of assistant fire chief and medical 
officer of the Volunteer Fire 
Department of Flora, Miss.  
   Walton married his wife, 
Karen, in 1989, and they have 
six children; Brigette 32, Debra 
and Jessica both 29, Thomas 25, 
who is also in the Army as a staff 
sergeant, Robert 24, Brandon 22 
and 13 grandchildren. Two more 
grandchildren are on the way.  

   Walton said he misses his family 
the most while he is on deployment 
and that his wife, Karen, and his 
kids is what keeps him going. 
  “I look forward to being with 
my wife again,” said Walton. 
“Also, I am looking forward to just 
spending some quality time with 
all the members of my family. I 
am sure the kids are growing up so 
much while I am gone.” 

Surgeon’s Section...by Col. Gordon S. Moshman
   The last few weeks in Kandahar, Afghanistan, 
have seen cool wet weather, one day of some sleet, 
multiple days of rain with secondary flooding, mud 
and “gumbo” accumulation. The weather forecast 
for the next few weeks looks like the cool spell we 
are currently experiencing will lift and the relatively 
warmer weather will return. Historically, the wettest 
months have been February through April.
   With the warmer weather and with standing water 
comes the threat of malaria. To be fair, most of the 
malaria in Afghanistan is in the eastern part of the 
country near the flooded fields along the rivers moving 
east to lower elevations in Pakistan. However, it is still 
a factor in Regional Command-South. Malaria is of 
four different types spread by a mosquito vector which 
feeds at dusk to the early evening time frame. What 
concerns us most acutely is the falciparum variety 
which can be overwhelming and result in cerebral 
malaria and, if not recognized, rapidly fatal.  To that 
end, I have tried to reinforce Central Command’s 
directive to maintain proper malaria chemoprophylaxis. 
Most of us are taking or should be taking doxycycline 
100 mg daily. This is a tetracycline compound 
no different than what is often given long term to 
teenagers for facial acne or to adults for another skin 
condition called acne rosacea.
   I often hear how this medicine is bad for us or can 
cause condition “X” or condition “Y”, but everything 
in life is a trade off. The benefit is protection from 
the various types of malaria. The most common 
adverse effect of this medicine seems to be associated 
with a photodermatitis or skin reaction to the sun. 
Occasionally, it is not tolerated for gastrointestinal 
reasons even if taken with food. Also, occasionally, it 
is associated with a yeast infection, most commonly in 

women.  In those cases, mefloquine 250 mg weekly is 
then prescribed as an alternative.
   We are directed to take the doxycycline for four 
weeks after leaving Afghanistan for the continental 
United States, or the mefloquine for two weeks after. 
Besides these prophylactic measures, there is another 
medicine called primaquine which is to be given for 
14 days at 15 mg of the base with and in addition to 
the doxycycline or mefloquine. This latter medicine 
treats the extra-erythrocytic phase of two types of 
malaria, plasmodium vivax and plasmodium ovale, 
where the parasite effectively “hides” in the liver rather 
than appears in the blood. Service members who have 
deficient levels of an enzyme called G6PD (Glucose 6 
Phosphate Dehydrogenase) are not offered this dosage 
because of a severe hemolytic reaction where the red 
blood cells are broken down causing severe anemia. 
They can, however, be offered an attenuated dose 
of 45 mg of the base weekly for eight weeks under 
consultation with a tropical medicine or infectious 
disease expert. All Service members are checked for 
adequate levels of G6PD early in their military career 
and those deficient are notified and  notated accordingly 
in their medical records.
   There have been documented cases of Soldiers 
returning from Afghanistan, not taking the 
recommendations seriously, and some 150 days later 
coming down with clinical malaria. In the states, 
it is not the first thing on a clinician’s mind when 
approached by a patient with chills and fever, so the 
diagnosis is often not made immediately. The disease 
can progress and when the diagnosis is made, the 

- Surgeon
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Angie Carnes, FRG Lead :
angelia.h.carnes@us.army.mil, 601-408-6375
Timony Winstead, FRG Lead:
tbwinstead@cvty.com, 601-209-6948
Kimberly Gunter, FRG Co-Lead:
 kimberlyg129@gmail.com, 228-217-6698
Brenda Walker, Treasurer: 
bwalker@cellularsouth.com, 601-624-7540
Karen Walton, Secretary
 karenwalton2010@live.com, 601-500-3261
Tamara Bullard, Fundraiser Co-Chair: 
tkbullard@gmail.com, 601-898-8248
Meri Drago, Fundraiser Co-Chair:
mdrago_27@hotmail.com, 601-310-9894
Carol Elder, Refreshment Chair:
celder@trustmark.com, 601-264-2818

Leigh Cliburn, Newsletter Chair:
 leighcliburn@yahoo.com, 601-297-1023
Jamie Bowman, Phone Tree Chair: 
jamiehb@comcast.net, 601-606-0925
Donna Manning, FRG Advisor:
donna.manning1@us.army.mil, 601-319-2233,  
601-583-2903
Michele Williams, Facebook Site Manager:
michelewilliamscpa@comcast.net, 601-549-5850
Ellen Bond, E-Mail Distribution:
ebond1984@att.net, 601-273-1307
SSG Alma Boyd, Rear Detachment Family Readiness 
Coordinator:
alma.boyd@us.army.mil, 
601-583-2902/2903/2756

184th ESC Family Readiness Group Update

Leadership Team

   The FRG for the 184th has been in full swing 
since deployment. Monthly meetings are held at the 
Hattiesburg Armory and at Ridgecrest Baptist Church 
in Madison, Miss.  Statewide meetings have included 
a fun trip in October to Mitchell Farms Pumpkin Patch 
in Collins, Miss. Families had a great time picking 
pumpkins, feeding animals at the petting zoo, taking a 
hay ride and playing fun kids games.
   At Christmas, a potluck lunch was held at the 
armory and kids received gifts from Santa.  Families 
were treated to $25 gift cards to Wal-Mart from an 
anonymous donor. More than 15 boxes were sent with 
candy and goodies for Christmas, including a tree for 
the unit to enjoy in Afghanistan.
   On Feb. 12, the FRG held a Yellow Ribbon Event 
in Ridgeland, Miss. Families went to the Mississippi 
Arts and Crafts Museum and enjoyed lunch with the 
Mississippi Murder Mystery Theater.
   The FRG has sent many boxes to the Morale Tent 
with goodies and decorations for Valentines and Mardi 
Gras. We are working on boxes for Easter.
   We are working hard to increase communications with 
our families. A Facebook account has been created and 
we encourage families to request to join at the 184th 
ESC FRG. Regular updates are posted on Facebook.   

   E-mail updates are also sent out. If we do not have a 
current e-mail address for you and you would like to be 
added to the list for e-mail updates, please e-mail Ellen 
Bond at ebond1984@att.net.
   We encourage everyone to get involved. Upcoming 
meetings are:

March 19th - 1 p.m. at the Hattiesburg Armory – this 
will be a potluck lunch and Spring Fling
April 16th - 3 p.m. at the Hattiesburg Armory
April 17th - 2 p.m. at RidgeCrest Baptist Church in 
Madison, Room 105
(These duplicate meetings held in separate locations for 
ease of travel.)
May 14th - 3 p.m. at the Hattiesburg Armory
May 15th - 2 p.m. at RidgeCrest Baptist Church

 RidgeCrest Baptist Church
 7469 Old Canton Road
 Madison, MS 39110

   Contact Timony Winstead at 601-209-6948 or 
tbwisntead@cvty,.com for information and directions if  
needed.
   Childcare is provided at all meetings.
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From left to right, Everett Sorrells, husband of Sgt. 1st Class Rosie 
M. Sorrells; Margaret Matthews, wife of Capt. Jared Mathews; Carolyn 
Critz, mother, and Debbie Critz, wife of Sgt. John M. Critz, fellowship 
during the Yellow Ribbon event, Feb. 12.

Courtesy Photo

Donna Manning, wife of 1st Sgt. Olan 
M. Manning, is arrested by Mississippi 
Murder Mystery Theater during the 
Yellow Ribbon event, Feb. 12.  
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Safety
By: 1st Lt. Rodney L. Hall Jr. 

    Over the past few months, there has been an 
increase in slips, trips and accidental falls. Here are 
some simple ways to reduce your risk:
   • Practice good housekeeping – keep work areas 
clean and free of spills or debris; clean or draw 
attention to spills immediately and clean up or report 
any debris as soon as practical.
   • Wear proper footwear for environmental 
conditions, such as ice, snow and rain. 
   • Change light bulbs as needed – report flickering 

or burnt out lights to ensure properly lit workspaces.
   • Use a flashlight – if you will be walking through 
or working in a dim environment, bring your own 
source of light to help you identify hazards.
   • Be a cautious carrier – don’t carry a load that will 
obstruct your view while walking and make sure you 
have a clear walkway to utilize before picking up 
large objects.
   • Take your time – if you anticipate slip or trip 
hazards, walk with caution and make wide turns at 
corners.
   Always use your best judgment and be cognizant 
of the hazards during weather changes in your work 
area. 
   With these steps, you can better ensure your safety 
and reduce your risk of tripping hazards.

Promotions at JSC-A

Petty Officer 1st Class Sandra M. Palumbo | JSC-A PAO

1st Lt. Andrew B. Adcock | JSC-A PAO Lt. Col. David F. Jolly | JSC-A PAO

Petty Officer 1st Class Sandra M. Palumbo | JSC-A PAO

Lt. Col. Vincent M. Orlando was promoted from Maj. on 
Feb. 8 by Brig. Gen. Philip R. Fisher.

Capt. Jared T. Matthews was promoted from 1st Lt. on 
Mar. 1 by Brig. Gen. Philip R. Fisher.

Sgt. Benjamen J. Campbell was promoted from Spc. on 
Feb. 26 by 1st Sgt. Olan M. Manning. 

Sgt. Tamara N. Nelson was promoted from Spc. on Feb. 
22 by 1st Sgt. Olan M. Manning. 
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Comics on Duty World Tour visits JSC-A on Kandahar Airfield
Photos by 1st Lt. Andrew B. Adcock, JSC-A Public Affairs

(Left) U.S. Army Chief Warrant Officer 2 Jody E. Kyzar 
proudly displays matching combat patches with 
(right) comedian Dave Mischevitz prior to a comedy 
show at Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan, on Feb. 19, 
2011. Mischevitz is part of the Comics on Duty World 
Tour that stopped in Kandahar for a show to support 
troops serving throughout Southwest Asia. The group 
has been entertaining Service members since 1992 
and performed over 3,000 shows worldwide. Kyzar 
serves as the human resources plans and operations 
chief for the Mississippi Army National Guard’s 184th 
Expeditionary Sustainment Command, headquartered 
in Laurel, Miss. The unit has been deployed to 
Afghanistan since early October.

(Center) U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Jeremy W. Trafelet poses 
for a photo with comedians from the Comics on Duty 
World Tour at Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan, on Feb. 
19, 2011. Pictured are from left, John Bizarre, Dave 
Mishevitz, Trafelet, Chris Alpine and JR Brow. The 
Comics on Duty World Tour stopped in Kandahar for 
a show visiting troops throughout Southwest Asia. 
Trafelet serves as a human resources sergeant for the 
643rd Regional Support Group stationed at Kandahar 
Airfield. Trafelet is a resident of Tomah, Wis.

(Left) U.S. Army Lt. Col. Mathyn D. Williams proudly 
displays his most recently gained patch from (right) 
comedian Dave Mishevitz. Mischevitz is part of the 
Comics on Duty world tour that stopped in Kandahar for 
a show to support troops serving throughout Southwest 
Asia.Williams serves as the Inspector General of the 
Mississippi Army National Guard’s 184th Expeditionary 
Sustainment Command, headquartered in Laurel, Miss. 

Comedian JR Brow entertains Service members during 
a comedy show at Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan, on 
Feb. 19, 2011. Brow is a member of the Comics on Duty 
World Tour. The group has been entertaining Service 
members since 1992 and performed over 3,000 shows 
worldwide. Also performing during the show were 
comedians Chris Alpine, Dave Mishevitz and John 
Bizarre.
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Awards at JSC-A

Lt. Col. David F. Jolly | JSC-A PAO1st Lt. Andrew B. Adcock | JSC-A PAO
U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Donato S. Powell, receives a 
Joint Service Commendation Medal from Brig. Gen. 
Philip R. Fisher, JSC-A commanding general. Powell 
served as the logistics liaison officer between 1st 
Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward) and JSC-A.

Col. Gordon S. Moshman, receives a Defense 
Meritorious Service Medal, Afghanistan Campaign 
Medal and NATO service medal from Brig. Gen. Philip 
R. Fisher, JSC-A commanding general. Moshman 
served as the unit surgeon for the 184th ESC. 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Marquis P. Adams receives an 
end of tour Joint Commendation Medal from Lt. Col. 
Harry A. Gunter, Feb. 23.  

Mr. Gene R. Boss receives an Achievement for Civilian 
Service Medal for his work with the 184th ESC Supply 
and Services Section, Feb. 11. 

1st Lt. Andrew B. Adcock | JSC-A PAO 1st Lt. Andrew B. Adcock | JSC-A PAO

parasite burden is substantial and 
the disease is serious. No one needs 
this kind of problem, not the Service 
members or their families. There is 
some possibility that some of these 
recommendations may change such 
that daily or weekly prophylaxis 

- Surgeon
Continued from pg. 19

will be conducted year round in RC-
East as it is now, but in RC South, 
medicine will be given from March 
into November, with the primaquine 
or “terminal prophylaxis” provided 
in theater, rather than waiting to 
receive it after returning home. No 
prophylaxis will be given during 
the winter months. However, that 
decision may be months off. In the 
interim, I ask all to take seriously 
the recommendations put into place 

to prevent malaria.
   As I prepare to return to my 
wife, my children, my dog, my 
practice and my life on the ranch in 
Nebraska, it has been an honor and 
privilege to work with a group as 
competent and professional as the 
184th Expeditionary Sustainment 
Command/Joint Sustainment 
Command-Afghanistan. I truly wish 
all of you and your families the best. 
God bless and stay safe.  
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March Birthdays
The JSC-A would like to wish the    

    following people a  

Happy Birthday!
Staff Sgt. Stephanie Atkins
Mr. Brian Bell
Mr. Kenneth Boyd
Capt. Laketter Cannon
Chief Warrant Officer 2 Phillip Cliburn
Lt. Col. Lourie Formby
Sgt. Jason Frazure
Sgt. David Grayson
1st Lt. Anthony Harrell
Lt. Col. Beverly Hartfield
Sgt. Kenny Hatten
Maj. Rodney Hodge
Col. Ruth Irwin
Lt. Col. David Jolly
Lt. Col. Fintan Kilmurray

Mr. Michael Lackey
Staff Sgt. Randall Lowe
Chief Warrant Officer 3 Terence Lowery
Airman 1st Class Chiffon Lyles
Mr. Todd Mulvay
Chief Warrant Officer 2 Jerry Myrick
Sgt. 1st Class Heather Oehlke
Warrant Officer Arnold Olander
Maj. Todd Pohnert
Staff Sgt. Sondra Price
Mr. Lauren Rhea
Sgt. Edwin Rogers
Staff Sgt. Brandi Simmons
Maj. Craig Thompson
Mr. Brian Webb

Information provided by JSC-A, J1 Section


