
CONTINGENCY OPERATING 
BASE BASRA, Iraq – Two 36th 
Infantry Division Band Soldiers were 
recently chosen to receive prestigious 
awards from the School of Music, the 
military occupational skill school for band 
members of all branches of service.

Sta! Sgt. Maurice Kelley, electric 
and upright bass player, was chosen as 
the Army Reserve Component Senior 
Non-Commissioned O"cer of the 
Year for 2010, and Sgt. Charles Fricker, 
percussionist, was one of 12 military 
band members chosen for the #rst Col. 
Finley R. Hamilton Military Outstanding 
Musician Award, which acknowledges 
enlisted musicians from each branch of 
service in the U.S. military who show 
exceptional qualities in military leadership 
and music.

“I’m very thrilled and humbled to 
receive the award,” said Fricker, a 32-year-
old native of Philadelphia, Pa., who works 
as a percussion instructor for grades six 
through 12 for the Angleton Independent 
School District in Angleton, Texas. “$e 
process for the award started during 
pre-mobilization at ( Joint Base Lewis-
McChord, Wash.), and the recipients were 
announced while we were here in Iraq.”

“I feel I’ve grown as a Soldier, especially 
after being a reserve-component and 
National Guard Soldier for so many 
years,” added Fricker, a 14-year veteran 
who is on his #rst deployment. “Being an 
active-duty Soldier, especially deployed, 
has allowed me to grow as a leader, as a 
non-commissioned o"cer. It’s been a 
great experience.”

Kelley, a 10-year veteran who also 
began his service in the Army Reserve, 
said he agreed that receiving a prestigious 
award was an honor.

“I’ve been fortunate to drill with many 

bands, and I know there are a lot of really 
good NCOs out there,” said Kelley, a 
40-year-old native of Sedalia, Mo., who 
holds a doctorate in music from the 
University of Nebraska. “People may say, 
‘Well, but you have your doctorate.’ $ere 
are really a lot of NCOs with doctorates 
in the bands, at least on the reserve 
component side. So it is pretty humbling, 
because I know the competition is pretty 
sti!.”

“$ese are two Soldier-musicians who 
have distinguished themselves through 
their continued every-day commitment to 

the 36th Infantry Division Band, the Texas 
Army National Guard and the United 
States Army,” said Chief Warrant O"cer 
2 Je!rey Lightsey, band commander. 
“$rough our pre-mobilization training 
at Fort Lewis to our current assignment 
in Basrah, Iraq, they have distinguished 
themselves in every facet of mission 
performance. I can think of no two Soldiers 
who better represent the Army Values and 
the NCO Corps. I am extremely proud of 
them and their selection above their peers 
throughout the military band #eld. $ey 
are truly deserving.”
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CONTINGENCY OPERATING STATION GARRY 
OWEN, Iraq -  More than 50 members of the Iraqi Police (IP) 
Emergency Response Unit in Maysan Province are now better 
prepared to react to riots and organized protests after receiving 
riot-control training by the “Warhorse” troopers of 3rd Battalion, 
8th Cavalry Regiment, 3rd Advise and Assist Brigade, 1st Cavalry 
Division.
$e Riot-Control Training Course is focused toward enhancing 

the Iraq Police and Emergency Response Unit basics of civil 
disorder management as it pertains to frontline personnel.

Its emphasis is geared toward hands-on defensive tactics, group 
arrests, and team movements with riot-control gear. $e Maysan 
Provincial Chief of Police, Gen. Ishmael, wanted to enhance his 
unit’s ability to control civil disorder.
$e riot-control training, organized by “Warhorse” Battalion’s 

Bulldog Company Civilian Police Tactical Trainers, focuses 
on various techniques on how to disarm an opponent, arrest an 
aggressive person, and neutralize the leader/instigator by removing 
him from the group. $e Iraqi Police also learn and rehearse 
movement formations designed to safely approach a disorderly 
crowd and enforce order.
$is training was a #rst for many of the Iraqi Police.
“I really enjoy working with and training the local police. $ey 

are interested in all the training they receive. Very focused,” said 1st 
Lt. Greg Lee, Bulldog Company’s Military Police platoon leader.

“$is is great training,” said Capt. Talib, one of the o"cers in 
charge of the IPs at the training. “$is gives my policemen a chance 
to work with the U.S., to make the Iraqi Police even stronger.”

After mastering basic baton skills, they begin to practice 
working as a single unit, much like a riot control o"cer would.

“It’s essential to know this non-lethal skill,” said 1st Lt. 
Muhammad, one of the IP o"cers conducting the training. “IPs 
are supposed to know how to non-lethally control and manage a 
hostile crowd such as a riot or organized protest.”
$ey then practice stacking formations and wielding batons 

so as not to hit the Shurta (policeman) next to them. $is team-
building practical exercise helps them transition easily into the 
next phase of training with riot shields. Dressed in riot-control 
equipment, members of the military police platoon show the IPs 
ways to divert and stop a crowd using their shields.  “My favorite 
part of the training was using the shields,” said Talib.

Each class ends with a culminating practical exercise 
demonstration of how to use the techniques and commands they 
have trained on against a resistance. MPs played the role of a hostile 
crowd, dashing at the wall of shields, trying to break through the 
Iraqi Police formation.

“Everything I learned in this course was new and extremely 
necessary,” said Muhammed. “I’ve never received any of this training 
before and now I am very proud to be part of this group.”



CONTINGENCY OPERATING BASE 
ADDER, Iraq – Charlie Medical Company 
(CMC), 215th Brigade Support Battalion, 3rd 
Advise and Assist Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division, 
scheduled the month of April to focus on 
preventing injury and illness by educating Soldiers 
on hazardous materials (HAZMAT) used in day-
to-day operations.

Spc. Wei Ni of Preventive Medicine, CMC, 
215th Bde. Support Bn., who calls Lancaster, S.C. 
home, completed the United States Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration’s (OSHA) 
Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency 
Response (HAZWOPER) training. $e 
HAZWOPER course is a national certi#cation 
class that teaches individuals like Ni, 3rd AAB’s 
only Preventive Medicine Specialist, the rules and 
regulations of dealing with HAZMAT waste and 
how to respond in an emergency situation.
$e course encompasses #ve di!erent areas 

dealing with HAZMAT to include emergency 
response to spills, clean-up operations required 
once a spill has occurred, and corrective actions to 
prevent a future spill from occurring.

It is important for individuals to know that 
materials used in day to day operations must be 
labeled as hazardous.

“$e greatest (environmental) concern in our 
brigade in which we must continue to focus on is 
the motor pool %uids,” said Ni.  A simple spill of a 
%uid used to keep vehicles in working condition can 
equate to a bigger problem if the proper steps are 
not taken to keep the spill under control.

Another important area of focus on Contingency 
Operating Base Adder is the water plant, where 
chlorine is used to purify the drinking water 
supply. $e in-ground water and sewage system can 
potentially become a threat due to the con#ned space 
workers are put into when going underground to 
correct problems. $e levels of hazardous materials 
can be fairly high depending on the problem being 
repaired.

Understanding the potential risk these materials 
may cause, and taking precaution to use them 
properly, is the most important step to preventing 
unnecessary HAZMAT-related injuries.



CONTINGENCY OPERATING BASE ADDER, Iraq – 
Back in High Ridge, Mo., a suburb of St. Louis, David Curtis is 
a hero, a local police o"cer who has given 28 years to the force.

Here in Iraq, #fty-two year old Curtis plays an integral part 
in Operation New Dawn, and he is not alone.  A member of an 
elite community, law enforcement professionals, better known as 
LEPs in Iraq, are police o"cers from the United States recruited 
by private companies to advise and work with U.S. Forces while 
training the Iraqi Police and Army.

Curtis and other law enforcement professionals come from 
many di!erent police backgrounds.  $eir experiences range in 
everything from narcotics divisions, Fugitive Apprehension Strike 
Teams (FAST) and detective units.  Because of their diverse 
backgrounds, they bring a wide array of knowledge and experience.

While they may or may not be military veterans, LEPs like 
Curtis have shown they are not hesitant to go on patrols and help 
out where they are needed. $eir eagerness to interact with the 
Iraqi population is instrumental in molding Iraqi police o"cers 
into a professional force.

Curtis played professional baseball for a short stint when he 
was younger and regrets that he missed his chance to serve in 
the Armed Forces.  “Doing this, being here in Iraq, working with 
America’s heroes has given me the opportunity to directly serve 

my country,” Curtis said.  “I am an old man, working with these 
great young warriors who are dedicated to a cause greater than 
themselves.  It has inspired me to make a di!erence as well.”

Curtis is the father of three children, Casey, Matthew and 
Elizabeth.  Casey is a Sta! Sgt. in the Army and currently deployed 
to Afghanistan while Elizabeth is about to begin her #rst year at 
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point.

Attached to Task Force 2nd Battalion, 82nd Field Artillery 
Regiment, 3rd Advise and Assist Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division, 
Curtis has been helping investigate recent improvised explosive 
device attacks.  He tags along with patrols on the International 
Highway to gauge the attitude and security status for U.S. Forces 
and Iraq citizens. Curtis occasionally rides on missions with 
Capt. Grady Dacus, from Denton, Texas, a platoon leader for 
Headquarters Battery, Task Force 2nd Bn., 82nd FA Regt. Dacus 
said “He [Curtis] is a valuable asset for key leader engagements 
and in building relationships,” said Dacus. “His demeanor and 
appearance demands respect in the Iraqi culture which helps us 
gather important intelligence which we might have never been 
able to receive.”

Operation New Dawn presents new and interesting challenges.  
Our hometown heroes dressed in blue are important to the success 
of a country with an unsure future.  From Afghanistan to Iraq, all 
the way to small town U.S.A., law enforcement professionals like 
Curtis are a small but necessary piece of a stable, sovereign, and 
self-reliant Iraq.





Chaplain Programs and Religious Services

Paralegal Specialist
858.4098 (VOIP)
768.0213 (S-VOIP)
genevie.plaza@iraq.centcom.mil

We may need YOU
to save your battle 

buddy’s life.
COB Basra Troop Medical 

Clinic Lab Department.
Call Monday to Saturday for a 
screening appointment from

0830-1130 or 1300-1600.
Walk-ins welcome!
NIPR: 858-4832
SIPR: 241-2426

“Give blood, and give the gift of life.”

Go to the home page on the 
SIPR computer web portal. 
Click “Effects” on the drop-down 
menu, and scroll down to Public 
Affairs. Then click on the PAO 
Asset Request button! Follow the 
directions and submit your request. 
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$ink your photos are good enough for the Photo of 
the Week? Send them in! Just e-mail us your photo 
in a high-quality format, along with your full name 
and rank and a description of what your photo is 
about and when it was taken. Remember to include 
full name, rank and job title of each person in your 
photo. We look forward to seeing what you can do.

Send your photos to:
36idpao@gmail.com


