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ANNUAL ʻSEMPER FI RIDE  ̓SUPPORTS 
MIRAMAR AVIATION MUSEUM

MCAA HOSTS SYPOSIUM FOR 
PAST, PRESENT AVIATORS
Hundreds of Marine and Navy aviators 
of all ages gathered in San Diego for 
the Marine Corps Aviation Associa-
tionʼs Symposium and Reception. See 
pages 5 & 6 for full story.
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Motorcycle riders from around San Diego 
County came together for the 2nd Annual 
Semper Fi Ride in support of the Fly-
ing Leatherneck Museum and Historical 
Society. See page 4 for full story.

1st Lt. Maureen Dooley

An MV-22B Osprey from Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 161 prepares to receive 
fuel from a KC-130J Hercules from Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron 352 
while flying over the Pacific off the coast of San Diego. In-flight refueling allows the 
pilots to provide longer airborne support to troops on the ground. 

As the first West Coast Osprey squad-
ron to meet final operating capability re-
quirements, Marine Medium Tiltrotor 
Squadron 161 is now “an official squad-
ron in the Fleet Marine Force,” said 
Houston native Maj. Jeffery D. Cabana, 
the aircraft maintenance officer for the 
“Greyhawks.”

VMM-161 reached its milestone in 
the allotted 18 months with 26 pilots 
flying approximately 2,388 flight hours, 
110 maintenance personnel, 12 MV-22B 
Ospreys and obtaining a T-3 rating in 
Defense Readiness Reporting System – 
allowing the squadron to enter into a Pre-

deployment Training Program or Marine 
expeditionary unit work-up cycle.  

However, what makes this significant 
for VMM-161 is that it is now eligible 
to enter the deployment cycle and take 
pressure off the East Coast VMMs – or 
other aviation squadrons – that are de-
ploying more often due to the non-op-
erational status of the West Coast squad-
rons, explained Capt. Ahron K. Oddman, 
a Greyhawksʼ pilot training officer from 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Furthermore, the squadron can be 
“Fraged,” or given a fragmentary or-
der, to facilitate and support other units 
with their training, which can range from 
troop transport to amphibious shipping 

Staff Sgt. 
Christine Polvorosa

COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

GO TO VMM-161, PAGE 3

VMM-161 reaches milestone

Col. Thomas D. Weidley
OUTGOING COMMANDING OFF ICER

Col. Shaun L. Sadler
INCOMING COMMANDING OFF ICER

MAG-39 receives new commanding officer

Col. Thomas D. Weidley relin-
quished command of Marine Aircraft 
Group 39 to Col. Shaun L. Sadler dur-
ing a change of command ceremony 
on the Marine Corps Air Station Camp 
Pendleton, Calif., flight line today. 

Weidley was commissioned a sec-
ond lieutenant in the Marine Corps 
Reserve following his graduation 
from Ohio Northern University in 
1987, where he earned a bachelorʼs in 
mechanical engineering.

Weidley was designated a naval 
aviator in July 1989. He completed 
initial training at Marine Light At-
tack Helicopter Training Squadron 
303 and reported to Marine Light At-
tack Helicopter Squadron 367 aboard 
MCAS Camp Pendleton in January 
1990. Weidley completed the AH-1W 
Cobra transition with the squadron 
and deployed to the Persian Gulf in 

support of Operations Desert Shield 
and Storm. 

Weidley reported to Marine Avia-
tion Weapons and Tactics Squadron 
One in Yuma, Ariz., in May of 1994, 
where he served as an AH-1W instruc-
tor and assistant operations officer. 

He then reported to the United 
States Central Command in Tampa, 
Fla., where he participated in Opera-
tions Enduring and Iraqi Freedom.

Weidley graduated from the Naval 
War College in Newport, R.I., in June 
of 2004, where he earned a masterʼs 
in national security and strategic stud-
ies. After, he reported to HMLA-369, 
this time serving as the unitʼs com-
manding officer. 

Upom returning from a combat de-
ployment in support of OIF, Weidley 
relinquished command of the Gun-
fighters in May 2006 and proceeded to 
Quantico, Va., for his next assignment 
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Religious Services

The Chaplain s̓ Offi ce, 
located in Building 5632 
on Bauer Road, coordi-

nates regularly scheduled 
services. For the location 
and meeting schedules of 
religious activities, call 
(858)-577-1333, or visit 
www.miramar.usmc.mil.

Sunday:
9 a.m. Protestant 
Worship Service

9:30 a.m. Protestant 
Children s̓ Worship

11 a.m.
 Roman Catholic Mass

Religious Education/Sunday:
9:30 – 10:45 a.m. 

Catholic CCD Children K-12

10 a.m. Protestant 
Adult Bible Study

Weekday Worship Service:
Mon. – Fri. 11:30 a.m. 

Catholic Mass

Mon. 6:30 p.m. Contemporary 
Praise and Worship Service

Wed. 7 p.m. Baptist Service

Study Groups:
Mon. 7 p.m. 

Night Bible Study,
 Classroom in the Chapel area

Tues. 6 a.m. 
Morning Prayer Service 

and Study Group 

Islamic Worship Service:
Fri. at noon.

Located in the Chapel or visit 
www.icsd.org

Jewish:
Jewish Outreach at 
(858) - 571 - 3444

www.jewishinsandiego.org

From Memorial Day to Labor Day, the sun 
is shining and service members are participat-
ing in more outdoor activities.

During this warmer weather, Marines and 
sailors should remember their part in taking 
care of one another and ensuring the safety of 
family and friends.

To remind service members of this, Gen. 
James F. Amos, commandant of the Marine 
Corps, wrote the following message:

“Throughout our Nationʼs rich history, great 
sacrifice has been required to protect our coun-
try and to preserve the American way of life. 
This Memorial Day, I ask everyone to reflect 
on the lives and actions of all Marines, sailors, 
airmen, Coast Guardsman and soldiers, past and 
present, who have made the ultimate sacrifice. 
Nations are judged by those they honor. It is 

fitting, then, that we honor the memory of all 
Americans who have died in defense of our 
great nation, and pay remembrance along with 
their families and loved ones.

“In addition to honoring our fallen warriors, 
this weekend traditionally begins the summer 
holiday and travel season. As you celebrate 
with family and friends, I urge you to guard 
against reckless behavior and remain focused on 
preserving our most precious asset – the indi-
vidual Marine. Take this opportunity to remind 
one another of your importance to our mission 
– whether in combat, garrison or on liberty.

“Remember that I need you ready for the 
fight. I wish you a pleasurable Memorial Day 
holiday and look forward to your safe return. 
Enjoy your well-deserved liberty period.”

Remembering the commandantʼs words and 
following a few simple rules could mean the 
difference between a summer of memories or 
one of tragedy.

Sgt. Deanne Hurla
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Fun in the sun, summer 
safety go hand-in-hand

Tip 1: Grill Safety  
Thoroughly clean a grill of any grease or dust. Check the tubes leading into the burner for any block-
ages from insects or food grease that can cause an uncontrolled fi re. Replace any connectors which 
can lead to a gas leak and keep cigarettes, matches or open fl ames away from a leaking grill. Do not 
use a grill in a garage, breezeway, carport, on a porch or near any surface that can catch fi re. Also, 
always follow the manufacturerʼs instructions that accompany the grill.

Tip 2: Water and Sun Safety 
Avoid alcohol when swimming or boating. Wear a lifejacket while boating. Make sure young children 
are supervised at all times when near the beach, on a boat or by a pool. Learn to swim and teach chil-
dren to swim. Protect against sunburn and heat stroke. Wear sunscreen with at least an SPF of 15 or 
higher and apply it generously throughout the day. Wear a hat outdoors and a good pair of sunglasses 
to protect eyes. Drink plenty of water, especially when in the sun or if sweating heavily. If feeling 
faint or nauseous, get into a cool place immediately. 

Tip 3: Travel Safety 
Do not drink and drive or travel with anyone who has been drinking. Wear seatbelts at all times. Make 
sure vehicles have been properly serviced and are in good working shape before a long road trip. 
When in an unfamiliar place, become familiar with surroundings and know where the nearest hospital 
is at all times in case of an emergency.

Tip 4: Motorcycle Safety 
Required gear includes properly fastened (under the chin) protective helmet, which meets the stan-
dards of the Department of Transportation. Impact or shatter resistant goggles or full-face shield 
attached to the helmet. A windshield, eyeglasses or fairing alone are not considered proper eye 
protection. Wear over the ankle, hard-soled shoes with heels. The use of leather boots is encouraged. 
Properly worn long sleeve shirt or riding jacket. Jackets constructed of abrasion resistant materials 
such as leather, kevlar or cordura and containing impact-absorbing padding are strongly encouraged. 
Full fi ngered gloves are also required.

Summer Safety Tips:
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Lt. Col. Brian M. Kennedy relin-
quished command of Marine Light At-
tack Helicopter Training Squadron 303 to 
Lt. Col. Robert Morgan during a change 
of command ceremony on the Marine 
Corps Air Station Camp Pendleton, Ca-
lif., flight line May 26.

Kennedy attended Ohio State Univer-
sity where he graduated with a bache-
lorʼs in civil engineering. He was com-
missioned as a second lieutenant in June 
1989.  

Kennedy was designated a naval avia-
tor on September 20, 1991 and was as-
signed to HMLAT-303 for AH-1W Co-
bra training. After completing training, 
he was reassigned to Marine Aircraft 
Group 26 where he served with HMLA-
167 from 1992 until 1997.  During this 
tour, he served on three shipboard de-
ployments to the Mediterranean and Ca-
ribbean Seas in support of operations in 
Haiti and Bosnia.  

Kennedy is a graduate of the Weapons 
and Tactics Instructor course at Marine 
Aviation Weapons and Tactics Squadron 
One in Yuma, Az.  In May 1997, Ken-
nedy returned to the unit to serve as an 
AH-1W Cobra instructor.      

Kennedy reported in January 2000 to 
MAG-49 in Willow Grove, Pa., where 
he served as the assistant operations and 
then the operations officer.  He was re-
assigned in September 2000 as the site 
commanding officer in Johnstown, Pa., 

in support of HMLA-775, Detachment A, 
and Marine Wing Support Squadron 474, 
Detachment A.    

He then deployed as part of the 2nd 
Marine Expeditionary Brigade in support 
of Operation Iraqi Freedom and complet-
ed 72 combat missions during the inva-
sion of Iraq. He returned to Iraq in 2005 
with HMLA-775 and completed an addi-
tional 150 combat missions.

Kennedy was promoted to his pres-
ent rank in July 2006. In July 2007, he 
was transferred to Headquarters Marine 
Corps Aviation at the Pentagon where 
he served as the air-to-ground weapons 
requirements officer. Kennedy was then 
reassigned as the executive officer of 
MAG-39 at MCAS Camp Pendleton in 
June of 2009.     

Kennedyʼs personal awards include: 
a Distinguished Flying Cross with “V” 
denoting combat valor, a Meritorious 
Service Medal with gold star in lieu of 
second award, an Air Medal with two 
single mission awards and 11 Strike and 
Flight awards, a Navy and Marine Corps 
Commendation Medal and a Navy and 
Marine Corps Achievement Medal with 
gold star.  

Morgan enlisted in the Marine Corps 
Reserve in 1987 and was activated with 
Bravo Company, 4th Combat Engineer 
Company in Roanoke, Va., for Opera-
tions Desert Shield and Storm.  He was 
commissioned a second lieutenant in 
May of 1993.  Prior to attending The Ba-
sic School, he attended Harvardʼs Gradu-
ate School of Arts and Sciences.  

Morgan was designated a naval avia-
tor in May 1997 and subsequently as-
signed to HMLAT-303 for training in the 
AH-1W Cobra.

Morganʼs first fleet assignment was 
with HMLA-167 from 1997 until 2001.  
During this period, he supported multi-
ple Combined Arms Exercises at Marine 
Air Ground Combat Center Twentynine 
Palms, Calif., and deployed with Ma-
rine Medium Helicopter Squadron 264 
(Reinforced) as part of the 26th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations 
Capable). 

Morgan then served as an AH-1W 
instructor pilot with HMLAT-303 from 
2001 until 2003.

In August 2003, Morgan reported 
to Marine Helicopter Squadron One in 
Quantico, Va., where he flew the VH-3D, 
VH-60N and CH-46E.  Morgan flew the 
president and  vice president of the Unit-
ed States, as well as other dignitaries. 

Morgan reported to MAG-26 in July 
2007 and deployed to Iraq as the Al 
Qaim airboss and also flew with multiple 
HMLA detachments in support of Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom. Upon his return, he 
served as the Naval Aviation Enterprise 
coordinator for the MV-22. Morgan re-
turned to TBS in July 2010 and served as 
the executive officer. 

His personal awards include: a Meri-
torious Service Medal with two gold 
stars, an Air Medal with Strike and Flight 
Numeral “1,” a Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal with gold star and a 
Combat Action Ribbon.

Compiled by 
The Flight Jacket Staff

Lt. Col. Brian Kennedy
OUTGOING COMMANDING OFF ICER

Lt. Col. Robert Morgan
INCOMING COMMNADING OFF ICER

HMLAT-303 welcomes new commanding officer 

and shore-to-base operations.
Another major accomplishment the 

Greyhawks attained while achieving 
FOC was completing a large “overtrain” 
requirement, which meant in addition 
to the squadron training its own pilots 
and maintainers to meet FOC, they also 
trained dozens of other pilots and main-
tainers from the follow-on West Coast 
VMMs – namely VMM-166 and 561 
– to be better postured to achieve their 
FOC milestone on timeline, added Odd-
man.

“Itʼs an added tax from which we 
didnʼt have, but makes the West Coast 
MV-22 transition more seamless,” he 
continued.

Now that the squadron has its FMF 
status, the Greyhawks look forward to 
getting into the deployment rotation cy-
cle as early as this fall or as late as next 
summer.

VMM-161,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

at Headquarters Marine Corps, Manpower and Reserve Affairs. 
Weidley assumed his current assignment as commanding of-

ficer of MAG-39 in the spring of 2009.
Weidleyʼs personal decorations include: a Legion of Merit, a 

Bronze Star, a Defense Meritorious Service Medal; a Meritori-
ous Service Medal with gold star in lieu of second award; an 
Air Medal with “V” device denoting combat valor, one gold star 
and 11 Strike and Flight awards; a Joint Service Commendation 
Medal with oak leaf cluster, a Navy and Marine Corps Commen-
dation Medal, a Joint Service Achievement Medal, and a Navy 
and Marine Corps Achievement Medal.

Sadler graduated with a bachelorʼs in psychology from the 
University of South Carolina in 1986. He was commissioned a 
second lieutenant in December 1986 and was designated a naval 
aviator in February 1989. 

Sadler later deployed with HMLA-269 and the 4th Marine 
Expeditionary Brigade in support of Operations Desert Shield 
and Storm. During this deployment, he was diverted to the USS 
Trenton where he participated in Operation Eastern Exit in Mog-
adishu, Somalia. 

Sadler deployed again in 1992 with Marine Medium Helicop-
ter Squadron 365 and the 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit, with 

whom he supported Operation Provide Promise off the shore of 
the former Republic of Yugoslavia. After returning to HMLA-
269, Sadler attended Aviation Safety School in Monterey, Calif. 

In May 2000, Sadler deployed to Puerto Rico with Special 
Purpose Marine Air Ground Task Force Vieques in support of 
Operation Eastern Access. 

Sadler took command of HMLA-267 on May 28, 2004. Sadler 
worked with all three West Coast MEUs during his tenure. Sadler 
immediately deployed in support of OIF as the 3rd Marine Air-
craft Wing officer in charge after relinquishing command of his 
unit. After returning from Iraq, he was assigned as the senior 
Marine fellow at the Research And Development  Corporation in 
Santa Monica, Calif.

Sadler was frocked to his current rank in October of 2007 
and he assumed the duties of chief of staff for 1st MAW in June 
2008. Sadler returned to 3rd MAW July 2010 and was assigned 
chief of staff 3rd MAW (Forward), Afghanistan. After returning 
from deployment, he reported to his current assignment. 

Sadlerʼs personal awards include: a Legion of Merit with 
gold star, a Defense Meritorious Service Medal with oak leaf 
cluster, a Meritorious Service Medal with two gold stars, an 
Air Medal, a Joint Service Commendation Medal, a Navy and 
Marine Corps Commendation Medal with “V” and gold star, a 
Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal and the Combat 
Action Ribbon.

COMMAND,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Cloudy skies made for a chilly 
ride to kick off the 2nd Annual 
Semper Fi Ride in support of the 

Flying Leatherneck Museum and Historical 
Society May 22.

The ride began at Fun Bike Center, the event 
sponsor, and ended about an hour later at the mu-
seum, located on the north side of Marine Corps Air 
Station Miramar.

With the option to ride one of three routes, riders 
departed to the museum at 10:30 a.m. and arrived to 
the smell of hamburgers and hotdogs provided by 
Banginʼ Burgers.

After arriving at the museum, riders were auto-
matically entered in a drawing and then went on a 
poker walk. 

The walk consisted of fi ve stations throughout the 
outdoor exhibits of aircraft, showcasing helicopters 
and fi ghter jets of the past.

“This is our museum, and there is no other like 
it,” said Maj. Gen. Andrew OʼDonnell Jr., the assis-
tant wing commander for 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing. 
“These volunteers work really hard to keep it running 
and are working on a wing and a prayer. We as 
Marines need to take pride in this museum, and thatʼs 
why I came. If we can do one small part of helping it 
reach its goal, then thatʼs what we need to do.”

Miramar has the only museum in the world dedi-
cated to preserving the contributions made by Marine 
Corps aviators and ground-support personnel. It is 
operated by an all-volunteer and curatorial staff. It is 
home to more than 25 vintage aircraft and houses an 
indoor display of memorabilia and artifacts dating to 
the earliest days of Marine Corps aviation.

“[The Semper Fi Ride] is a lot of fun to coordi-
nate,” said Marcus Harrel the sales, marketing and 
events coordinator for FBC. “We gain funds for the 
museum and get people out on their motorcycles.”

FBCʼs general manager decided to start the 
Semper Fi Ride after learning of the museum during 
the 2009 Miramar Air Show. The museum oper-
ates solely from donations and doesnʼt receive any 
government funds, so FBC wanted to do its part to 
support the museum, explained Harrel. 

Both Banginʼ Burgers and FBC feel it is impor-
tant to support the Marines and the museum, espe-
cially since both are located so close to base.

The event ended with the drawing in which win-
ners received cup cozies, hats, t-shirts and bandanas 
from Law Tigers, a law center that represents motor-
cyclist who have been in an accident.

“It was a fun day, and all riders had a great time 
on the routes,” said Susan Hathaway, the Flying 
Leatherneck Historical Foundation public affairs 
director. “We look forward to next year, which will 
be the 100th anniversary of Marine Aviation.”

Story and photos by
Sgt. Deanne Hurla

COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Dana Harbaugh, a motorcyclist from Las Vegas, takes off at 
the start of the 2nd Annual Semper Fi Ride to support the 
Flying Leatherneck Museum and Historical Society May 
22. Riders chose one of three routes to follow during the 
ride, which lasted approximately an hour. The ride ended 
at the Flying Leatherneck Museum where riders were 
entered in a drawing and participated in a poker walk.

Motorcyclists line up before starting the 2nd 
Annual Semper Fi Ride, which supports the Flying 
Leatherneck Museum and Historical Society May 22. 
The ride is completely sponsored by Fun Bike Center 
of San Diego. Marine Corps Air Station Miramar has 
the only museum in the world dedicated to preserving 
the contributions made by Marine Corps aviators and 
ground-support personnel.

Semper Fi Ride keeps history 
alive at Flying Leatherneck Museum
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3rd MAW takes top honors at MCAA

Maj. Gen. Thomas L. Conant (far left), the 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing commanding general, and Sgt. Maj. 
Don Gallagher (far right), the 3rd MAW sergeant major, pose for a photo with retired Gen. John K. Davis 
and his wife, Jane Davis, during the Marine Corps Aviation Association Symposium and Reception at the 
Convention Center at the Town and Country Hotel in San Diego May 20.  (Photo by Cpl. Alexandra M. 
Vazquez) 

Kenneth Best, left, director of Marine Corps business development for Sikorsky Aircraft 
Corporation, explains the planned changes to the CH-53K Super Stallion helicopter to 
Richard and Norman Ewers, father and son, as well as Marine Corps Aviation Association 
members, during the week-long 2011 MCAA reunion and industry expo in San Diego May 
19. Aviation industry representatives, and active and retired service members congregated 
in San Diego for the annual event. (Photo by Lance Cpl. Lisa M. Tourtelot)

Capt. Gregory J. Youngberg, a pilot with Marine Light Attack Helicopter Squadron 
367, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing, is the receipient of the Marine Corps Aviation 
Association Alfred A. Cunningham/Marine Aviator of the Year Award. Youngberg 
received the award for his contributions as the fl ight planner for several aircraft 
during the assault in Marjah, Afghanistan in 2010. (Photo by Cpl. Steven Posy)

Lt. Gen. Terry G. Robling, the deputy commadant of aviation, sinks a putt 
while playing in the Marine Corps Aviation Association’s golf tournament 
aboard the air station May 20. The MCAA donated most of the proceeds 
from the golf tournament to the Injured Marine Semper Fi fund. (Photo 
by Cpl. Ryan Rholes) 

Since 1972, the Marine Corps Aviation As-
sociation has recognized the contributions of 
hundreds of aviation Marines for their perfor-
mance, on and off the battlefi eld.

Each year, 28 awards are presented to Ma-
rines and aviation units that have shown the 
greatest dedication to completing the Marine 
Corps mission. 

Overall, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing received 
six of the 13 unit awards and four of the 15 in-
dividual awards. 

Third MAW was also honored with the 
recipient of the Marine Aviator of the Year 
Award, which was presented to Capt. Greg-
ory J. Youngberg, a pilot with Marine Light 
Attack Helicopter Squadron 367, for serving 
as the fl ight planner of several aircraft during 

the assault on Marjah, Afghanistan in 2010.
The Marine Aviator of the Year Award is 

named after Alfred A. Cunningham, the “Fa-
ther of Marine Corps Aviation,” and was fi rst 
presented in 1962 to Lt. Col. John H. Glenn Jr. 
The award is presented in recognition of the 
most outstanding contribution made to Marine 
aviation, whether in combat, research and de-
velopment, weapons employment or to overall 
Marine aviation.

The MCAA 40th Annual Symposium and 
Reunion was held from May 19 to 21 to cel-
ebrate the centennial of Marine Corps aviation. 
The three-day event kicked off with the sympo-
sium, then a golf tournament and ended with an 
awards banquet.

Vendors who sponsored the awards program 
began the symposium with a business conven-
tion for active duty and retired aviators. The 
convention allowed vendors to show patrons 

what they contribute to Marine Corps aviation.
The golf tournament was held to raise funds 

for the MCAA program and the Wounded War-
riors Semper Fi Fund. This year s̓ goal was 
$20,000.

Support such as this is what allows the 
MCAA to host and recognize Marines of the 
aviation community during the awards ban-
quet.

 “[The events] all went well this year,” said 
Earl Wederbrook, MCAA member and site 
manager for Raytheon, which is an MCAA 
sponsor. “The reality of it is that these guys 
are very busy, but still make the time to come 
out.”

This year s̓ reunion and banquet kicked-off 
the year-long centennial celebration of Marine 
Corps aviation. MCAA sponsors several events 
throughout the year in support of Marines, ac-
tive and retired.

Sgt. Deanne Hurla
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Unit Awards

Donald E. Davis Award/Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron of the Year 
– MALS-16
John P. Giguere Award/Marine Light Attack Helicopter Squadron of the Year 
– HMLA-367
Edward C. Dyer Award/Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron of the Year 
– HMM-165
Keith B. McCutcheon Award/Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron of the Year 
– HMH-466
Henry Wildfang Award/Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron of the Year 
– VMGR-352
Robert M. Hanson Award/Marine Fighter Attack Squadron of the Year 
– VMFA-232

Individual Awards

Alfred A. Cunningham Award/Marine Aviator of the Year
– Capt. Gregory J. Youngberg, HMLA-367
Jack W. Demmond Award/Aviation Ground Marine of the Year 
– Gunnery Sgt. Tracy Wilson, MWSS-272
Danny L. Radish Award/Enlisted Aircrew Marine of the Year 
– Staff Sgt. Bart C. Davis, HMLA-369
Robert Guy Robinson Award/Marine Naval Flight Offi cer of the Year
– Maj. Marc E. Blankenbicker, VMGR-352

3rd MAW Award winners
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MALS-39 CO receives NAE award

Courtesy of Lance Cpl. Giancarlo Molliconesotomayor

MARINE CORPS AIR STATION CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. - Lt. Col. Andre Harrell (right), former 
commanding officer of Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron 39, is presented with an award from 
Naval Aviation Enterprise for significant contributions to the aviation community during his 
change of command ceremony on the flight line here May 26.

Hulk Hogan picking up the 
500-pound Andre the Giant and 
body slamming him onto the 
canvas in front of 100,000 people 
at Wrestlemania III was one of 
those memorable moments in 
sports history that seems to last 
forever. For children of the 80ʼs, 
the World Wrestling Federation 
was a larger than life sport with 
characters to match. 

Since 1985, 116 professional 
wrestlers have died before reach-
ing the age of 65. An even more 
alarming number is 75 of them 
died before reaching 50. What is 
causing some of the most athletic 
people in history to die early?

Randy “Macho Man” Savage 
is the most recent of iconic figures 
in pro-wrestling to die at an early 
age. He suffered a massive heart 
attack while driving his car, 
leading to an accident. He was 58 
years old.  

It is no secret that many of 
these “larger than life” athletes 
achieved their freakish physiques 
with the aid of anabolic steroids. 
Could steroids be the reason why 
some of the greatest athletes of 
all time are dying? Maybe not all 
of the deaths can be attributed to 
steroid use, but there is certainly 
an alarming trend involved with 
professional wrestlers.

Sure it is entertaining to watch 

these giants climb up on the top 
rope of the ring, jump 15 feet into 
the air and land on each other, but 
at what cost? 

The forefront of the steroid era 
began with living-legend Terry 
“Hulk” Hogan, who made a point 
of telling children to “Say their 
prayers” and “Eat their vitamins” 
after his performances. What he 
should have said was, “Hey kids, 
itʼs not normal to be this big with-
out using anabolic steroids, that 
will eventually kill you.”

“Macho Man” was one of 
many wrestling phenoms, who 
clearly used anabolic steroids 
during their wrestling careers. 
Looking back, Savage was always 
“pumped up,” intense and looked 
like he was ready to explode. 
His signature catch phrase “Oh 
Yeah!” resonated with all of his 
fans.

Savageʼs death may have 
come as a surprise to many, but 
his heart failing is not an uncom-
mon side effect of steroid use. 
Kidney failure, liver disease and 
heart failure are also side effects 
that have contributed to the grow-
ing number of professional wres-
tlers who have died too young.

When Chris Benoit snapped 
and killed his wife, strangled 
his seven-year-old son to death 
and then took his own life in 
2007, the eyes of the world were 
opened to the steroid problem in 
pro wrestling. For some reason, 
it is still the only remaining sport 
that seems to look past the illegal 
substance. 

Lance Armstrong, Mark McG-
wire, Barry Bonds, Jose Can-
seco, along with a slew of other 
professional athletes have faced 
the gauntlet of the media, and 
even Congress, for alleged steroid 
use. Why havenʼt there been any 
investigations or convictions in 
wrestling? Perhaps billionaire 
owner Vince McMahon knows 
the answer, or has found a way to 
keep the pressure off.

Regardless, something needs 
to be done. 

How many more dead athletes 
will it take to end the era of ste-
roids in professional sports?

Cpl. Steven H. Posy 
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Editorʼs note: Cpl. Posy is a 
regular contributor to the sports 
section of the Flight Jacket and 

an avid sports fan.

Is ‘juice’ killing 
pro athletes?
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OPEN COCKPIT EVENTS AT THE FLYING LEATHERNECK AVIATION MUSEUM
Make sure to include the Flying Leatherneck Aviation Museum in your summer plans. They will be 
hosting the open cockpit events again this year. Experience sitting in the F-5 Tiger cockpit, the F/A-
18 Hornet cockpit, the CH-46 Sea Knight cabin section and the T-34 Mentor. The open cockpit events 
will be held from 9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday, May 28 and 29. Call 858-693-1723 for 
additional dates throughout the summer or for more information.
 
LIFE SKILLS CLASS: SPACE A TRAVEL BRIEF
It is summer time and that means family time and travel. Learn how to travel on the cheap by booking 
a Space A flight at the PAX Terminal. This brief will be held on Wednesday, June 1 from 5:30 – 7 p.m. 
Children are welcome under parent supervision. Email Secret Brown at secret.brown@usmc.mil to 
register. Call 858-577-4473 for more information.

Get help paying for child care
Visit the National Association of 
Child Care Resource and Referral 
Agencies website at www.
naccrra.org to see information 
on eligibility for assistance to pay 
for and find child care services. 
Contact 1-800-424-2246 for 
information. 

ICE ready for use
The Interactive Customer Evaluation 
set up for Miramar is ready for 
use. ICE is the internet version of 
the “Customer Suggestion Box.” 

It collects feedback on services 
provided by installations throughout 
the Department of Defense. To 
submit a suggestion visit the ICE 
website at http://ice.disa.mil.

Important Phone Numbers
Victim Advocacy 24-hour 
Hotline
858-864-2815

Eagle Eyes
877-356-EYES (3937)

Military OneSource
800-342-9647

D-Stress 24-hour Hotline
877-476-7734 
(All calls are strictly confidential)

•  Sports Complex Marine Teen training  Tues. & Sat. 858-577-4128/4129 
•  Deployment support for preschoolers, elementary and teenagers Mon. 
through Wed. 858-577-4588
•  QOL Golf: Two Hours After Twilight free Golf for Active Duty
858-577-4155

Fri. May 27: 
Hop (PG) 6:30 p.m.
Hanna (PG-13) 9 p.m.

Sat. May 28:
Arthur (PG-13) 6:30 p.m.    
Source Code (PG-13) 9 p.m.

Sun. May 29:
*Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Rodrick Rules (PG) 1 p.m.
*The Lincoln Lawyer (R) 6:30 p.m. 

Wed. June 1: 
Soul Surfer (PG) 6:30 p.m.

Thurs. June 2:
Soul Surfer (PG) 2 p.m.
*Source Code (PG-13) 6:30 p.m.

*Indicates Last Showing

   friday      saturday     sunday     monday      tuesday   wednesday  thursday
         27                 28       29            30                  31                   1                    2

     
SHOP MCX

Super Summer Slam 
Sale

June 1 - 5

Memorial Day Sale 
May 25 - 30

Prevention & 
Relationship 

Enhancement 
858-577-1333

 
Career Resource 

Center 
“Resume Preparation” 

858-577-6710
    

Fair Fighting for 
Couples  

858-577-6585 
to register

    
*Life Skills Class: 

Space A Travel Brief 
858-577-4473 

to register

Fish & Chips Special 
Legends Sports Grill 

858-693-1543

  Anger Management I 
1 – 3 p.m. 

Counseling Center 
858-577-6585 to register

Life Skills Class 
“Lunch & Learn: 
Family Care Plan” 

11:30 a.m. 
L.I.N.K.S. House 

858-577-4473 Book Signing – 
Just Grill This!  

by Sam Zien 
(Sam the Cookin Guy) 

3 - 5 p.m. 
MCX Main Store

MCCS FREE PRIZE 
GIVEAWAYS...

ITT/Travel Offi ce: San 
Diego Zoo Gift Pack

Winner will be drawn on 
May 31

Stop in and fi ll out an 
entry form today!

MCAS Miramar 
reminds everyone 
to recycle plastics, 
paper, cardboard 

and electronics at the 
Miramar Recycling 

SMP Las Vegas Trip for Single Enlisted Service Members 
The Great Escape 

858-577-6171

*Open Cockpit Event, F-5, F-18, CH-46 & T-34,
9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

Flying Leatherneck Museum 
693-1723

Women s̓ Summer Golf Classes June 1 - Aug. 31
Weds at 5:30 p.m. 

858-336-3565
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