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With its capability of vertical takeoff and 
landing, the AV-8A Harrier could have been 
viewed as an aircraft enigma when it debuted 
in the early 1970s. This first generation jet 
made some individuals slightly skeptical and 
nervous, but for Lt. Gen. Thomas H. Miller it 
was a welcomed challenge.  


Miller was a naval aviator, test pilot and 
the first American to fly the Marine Corpsʼ 
jet. He also made his mark in aviation history 
by setting the 500 kilometer Closed Course 
World Speed Record at 1,216.78 mph in an F-
4H-1 Phantom aircraft at Edwards Air Force 
Base, Calif., on September 5, 1960.


Years before he made aviation history, the 
Texas born native enlisted in the U.S. Naval 
Reserve in June 1942 shortly after the out-
break of World War II. He was designated as 
an aviation cadet and underwent flight train-
ing at Naval Air Station Dallas and NAS Cor-
pus Christi, Texas. 


When Miller was nearing completion of 
flight school, he heard a conversation from 
several WWII Marine combat aviators and 
was impressed enough by these men and their 
accounts of combat that he, along with class-
mate John Glenn opted for the Marine Corps. 
Their reasoning was the Marine Corps of-


fered a better chance to fly fighter jets than 
did the Navy. Miller was commissioned a 
Marine second lieutenant and designated a 
naval aviator on March 1, 1943.


Miller served in numerous job billets dur-
ing his career, including commanding officer 
of Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 513 and 
executive officer of Marine Aircraft Group 11 
when it was located in Japan. In 1969, Mill-
er was ordered to the Republic of Vietnam, 
where he served as the director of operations 
of III Marine Amphibious Force until 1971.


In April 1975, he assumed the duties as 
commanding general, Fleet Marine Force 
Pacific and in August 1975, he reported to 
Headquarters Marine Corps and was assigned 
the Deputy Chief of Staff for Aviation. He 
was promoted to lieutenant general on Jan. 1, 
1976, and retired from active duty on July 1, 
1979.


Tom Miller passed away peacefully at his 
home in Arlington, Va., on Nov. 27, 2007, af-
ter a battle with cancer. His wife of 64 years, 
Ida Mai, was at his bedside.


Millerʼs personal decorations and awards 
include the Distinguished Service Medal, the 
Legion of Merit with Combat “V” and one 
gold star, the Distinguished Flying Cross with 
three gold stars, the Air Medal with two silver 
stars and four bronze stars, the Navy Commen-
dation Medal with Combat “V” and the Presi-
dential Unit Citation with one bronze star.
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Religious Services


The Chaplain s̓ Offi ce, 
located in Building 5632 
on Bauer Road, coordi-


nates regularly scheduled 
services. For the location 
and meeting schedules of 
religious activities, call 
(858)-577-1333, or visit 
www.miramar.usmc.mil.


Sunday:
9 a.m. Protestant 
Worship Service


9:30 a.m. Protestant 
Children s̓ Worship


11 a.m.
 Roman Catholic Mass


Religious Education/Sunday:
9:30 – 10:45 a.m. 


Catholic CCD Children K-12


10 a.m. Protestant 
Adult Bible Study


Weekday Worship Service:
Mon. – Fri. 11:30 a.m. 


Catholic Mass


Mon. 6:30 p.m. Contemporary 
Praise and Worship Service


Wed. 7 p.m. Baptist Service


Study Groups:
Mon. 7 p.m. 


Night Bible Study,
 Classroom in the Chapel area


Tues. 6 a.m. 
Morning Prayer Service 


and Study Group 


Islamic Worship Service:
Fri. at noon.


Located in the Chapel or visit 
www.icsd.org


Jewish:
Jewish Outreach at 
(858) - 571 - 3444


www.jewishinsandiego.org


The American Harrier pioneer 


Naval aviator and test pilot, Lt. Gen. Thomas H. Miller, made history by becoming the first 
Marine to fly the AV-8A Harrier as well as setting the 500 kilometer Closed Course World Speed 
Record at 1,216.78 mph in an F-4H-1 Phantom on Sept. 4, 1960.


Courtesy photo


Sgt. Justin M. Martinez
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Sgt. Maj. Gary T. Bow relinquished his post as the Headquarters and Headquarters 
Squadron sergeant major to Sgt. Maj. Karyl J. Sisneros during a relief and appoint-
ment ceremony at the parade deck here July 14. Sgt. Maj. Bow has completed mul-
tiple deployments, which include supporting Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi 
Freedom. Sgt. Maj Sisneros came to H&HS after helping Marine Medium Helicopter 
Squadron 165 transition to Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 165 earlier in the year 
with the introduction of the MV-22B Osprey.


Compiled by 
The Flight Jacket Staff


H&HS welcomes Sgt. Maj. Sisneros 


Sgt. Maj. Gary T. Bow
OUTGOIN G SERGEANT MAJOR


Sgt. Maj. Karyl J. Sisneros
IMCOMING SERGEANT MAJOR


Savannah, Ga., native. “I personally like 
answering all the questions the children 
can come up with about the aircraft.”


Marines and their families with 3rd 
Marine Aircraft Wing made up a large 
number of the approximate 600 guests in 
attendance.


“I always check the website for Open 
Cockpit Days, and I really wanted to let 
my son sit in the planes to see what it 
was like,” said Sgt. Andrew Blanchette, 


a communication and navigation tech-
nician with Marine Aviation Logistics 
Squadron 11 and a San Diego native. 
“Todayʼs event was his fi rst time to see 
the planes up close.”


The museum is free and open to the 
public six days a week. It offers more 
than 45 aircraft, thousands of artifacts, 
books and photographs that can be en-
joyed by patrons. In addition, it is the 
only offi cial Marine Corps Aviation 
Museum in the country. Similar Open 
Cockpit Days are held throughout the 
summer every year and can be found on 
the website www.fl yingleatherneck.org.


MUSEUM,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1


Lance Cpl. Erica DiSalvo


The Bell AH-1J Sea Cobra is displayed with a shark paint job during the Flying 
Leatherneck Aviation Museum Open Cockpit event here July 9. The Cobra is one of 45 
aircraft available for viewing at the museum, which is open Tuesday through Sunday. 


‘Grease Lightning’ keeps HMH-466 fl ying
Marines from 
Marine Heavy 


Helicopter 
Squadron 466 
remove used 


grease and apply 
new grease to a 


swash plate of an 
aircraft here July 


7.  The swash 
plate allows 


stationary flight 
controls to rotate. 
The new grease 


decreases friction 
when in the flight 


controls are in 
motion. 


Lance Cpl. Erica DiSalvo


Maj.  Daron Mizell (center), the provost marshal, presented James Gallenberger 
(right) and Duane Blake (left), Marine Corps civilian police offi cers, with the 
Commendation for Meritorious Civilian Service Award here July 13. The 
offi cers earned the commendation for their actions in apprehending an armed 
individual using minimal force here earlier this week. 


Pfc. Kevin Crist


PMO civilian offi cers awarded 








Miramar Marines 
help homeless vets
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Photos by Cpl. Lisa M. Tourtelot
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT


SAN DIEGO – (Below) Marines from Marine Wing Support 
Squadron 373 assemble a tent at San Diego High School July 11. 
The Marines of MWSS-373 will put their logistics skills to the test 
as they prepare tents for lodging, dining and shower facilities for 
more than 1,000 homeless San Diego veterans during the 2011 
San Diego Stand Down July 15 through 17. Volunteers for Stand 
Down treat local homeless veterans and their children to three 
days of hearty meals, new clothes, entertainment and safe places 
to sleep. Veterans Village of San Diego hosts the Stand Down. 


SAN DIEGO – Sgt. Benjamin Webdell, a Gary, Ind., 
native who serves as a heavy equipment operator 
with Marine Wing Support Squadron 373, helps unroll 
a tent at San Diego High School July 11.


tepping up      
for the


Stand Down 


S SAN DIEGO – Pfc. Allison Wright, an Atlanta native and 
motor transportation mechanic with Marine Wing Support 
Squadron 373, and Cpl. Salvador Sanchez, a Winter Haven, 
Fla., native and food service specialist with MWSS-373, 
secure a tent pole at San Diego High School July 11. 








The Flying Leath-
erneck Aviation 
Museum held an 


Open Cockpit Day here 
July 9 and 10, which fea-
tured four military aircraft 
including three planes and 
a helicopter. 


An F/A-18 Hornet and 
an F-5E Tiger II fighting 
planes, a T-34B Mentor 
training plane as well as 
the CH-46E Sea Knight 
helicopter were open to 
the public for viewing 
and handling. Marines 
and community members 
brought their children to 
come sit in, take photos 
of and ask questions about 
aircraft.  


The highlight of the 
event was the open view-


ing of the helicopter, which 
evacuated the ambassador 
and his staff out of Saigon 
on April 30, 1975. 


The staff for the event 
included both retired and 
active duty military per-
sonnel who volunteered 
from Marine Corps Air 
Station Miramar and Ma-
rine Corps Base Camp 
Pendleton to speak on all 
aspects of the aircraft for 
inquiring visitors. 


“I have been volunteer-
ing here since February, 
and I think it is important to 
get active-duty [Marines] 
involved with the public, 
so I tell all the guys in my 
shop to come out here if 
they can,” said Sgt. Jason 
Sparks, a crew chief with 
Marine Light Attack Heli-
copter Squadron 369 and a 
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MCAS Miramar 
Website


www.miramar.usmc.mil


ʻWOLFPACK  ̓TAKES MIDSHIPMEN INTO 
THEIR RANKS FOR CORPS EXPERIENCE


MIRAMAR MARINES LEND A 
HELPING HAND FOR STANDOWN
Marines from Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion Miramar volunteer for the 2011 
San Diego Stand Down for homeless 
veterans. For full story see page 4.


REACH US


EDITORIAL
(858)-577-6000


HMH-466 brought midshipmen on-
board for a day to allow them to get 
a hands-on experience with the 3rd 
Marine Aircraft Wing. For full story 
see pages 5 and 6.


(Above, from left to right) Mark Comora, president of 
Fortistar Methane Group LLC, Col. Frank A. Richie, the 
commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, 
Calif., U.S. Navy Capt. Keith Hamilton, the commanding 
officer of the Naval Facilities Engineering Command 
Southwest and Jerry Sanders, the mayor of San Diego, 
participate in the Miramar Landfill Gas to Energy Expansion 
Project ground-breaking ceremony here July 12. The 
project is a partnership between MCAS Miramar, the 
Fortistar Methane Group LLC, Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command Southwest and the city of San Diego. Miramar 
will use the facility to capture methane gas from the 
landfill and waste water, turning waste into a reliable and 
renewable energy source. By the first of the year, roughly 
50 percent of the station’s power will come from this cost 
effective and dependable source of energy. 


Breaking ground, busting barriers


Lance Cpl. Erica DiSalvo


Conner Brashear, 6, sits inside the cockpit of the 
McDonnell Douglas F/A-18 Hornet during an Open 
Cockpit Day here July 9.  These events are scheduled 
throughout the summer and allow Marines and their 
families to sit in various aircraft on display.  


GO TO MUSEUM, PAGE 3


Museum opens cockpits
Lance Cpl. 


Erica DiSalvo
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT


New landfill facility to turn trash to gas


(Right) Mark 
Comora, president 


of Fortistar 
Methane Group 


LLC, speaks 
with Col. Frank 
A. Richie, the 
commanding 


officer of Marine 
Corps Air Station 
Miramar, Calif., 


before the 
ground breaking 
ceremony here 


July 12. 


Photos by Sgt. Justin M. Martinez





