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Lance Cpl.
Michael Rogers
Staff Writer

The new depot mas-
cot completed his first
day of “recruit training,”
Wednesday.

A canine trainer for the
Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion Beaufort Provost
Marshal’s Office, Cody
Tallent and PMO ken-
nel master Staff Sgt. Eric
Zammitt, came to Parris
Island to begin the mas-
cot’s training.

The 11-week-old, white-
and-brown-spotted Eng-
lish bulldog has a long
way to go before he
marches across the Peat-
ross Parade Deck, but the
lively and chubby puppy
shows promise, accord-
ing to the trainers.

While he’s still only a
recruit, the two trainers
said the mascot is intelli-
genr. They used a blend
of conventional and un-
usual methods to teach
obedience.

“The way this is going
to work for his basic obe-
dience is actually quite
simple. It’'s based on re-
ward,” Tallent said. “A
dog, naturally, is going to
want to perform.”

Dogs especially want to
perform and receive praise
from their handler, who
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Sgt. Russell Midori

The new Marine Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island mascot started his first day of ‘“‘recruit training” Wednesday. He will be trained by his
see MASCOT pPAGE 7 handler with help from the K-9 unit trainers at Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort Provost Marshal’s Office.

Parris Island Swamp Romp

Lance Cpl. Michael Rogers
Staff Writer

Competitors longing for the experience
of racing through the mud will gather
Saturday for the second annual Parris
Island Swamp Romp at Page Field.

The course is about a five mile loop,
containing several obstacles for partici-
pants and is designed to be a competitive
and rewarding contest.

“We have medals for teams, individu-
als and the different age groups,” said
Chuck Culpepper, athletic director of

Marine Corps Community Services
South Carolina.

Participants will compete in a range
of age groups determined by the com-
bined ages of all six members of a team,
or individuals can compete alone in the
“schmoe” division.

Teams are required to have all mem-
bers in contact with one another as
they cross the finish line. Competitors
can expect to come away with a sense
of accomplishment and a body covered

see SWAMP paGE 3

This week in Parris Island history

On Oct. 21, 1988, recruits were no longer allowed to use night vision
scopes on their M-16A2 rifles during night fire. They began being aided
by flares fired from an M-203 grenade launcher during basic warrior
training. In addition, night firing became a graded event.

Notice to Mariners

Marine Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island is scheduled to conduct ex-
tended live-fire training Oct. 17 from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. and Oct. 19 from
6 a.m. to 8 p.m. The marsh and waterways in the range impact area, to
include Archers Creek, Ribbon Creek and Edding Creek, will be closed

to boater traffic.

For questions regarding firing times and waterway closures, please con-
tact the Weapons and Field Training Battalion Range Control at 228-3170.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Sgt. Russell Midori

Cpl. Christopher Smith sights in with his Howa 308 rifle on a plantation in the
Ace Basin Oct. 13,2009, during the 5th Annual Wheelchair and Wounded Warrior
Hunt. Coordinators are seeking volunteers for this year’s event.

Volunteers needed for
wounded warrior hunt

Lance Cpl. F. J. Abundes
Staff Writer

Volunteers are needed for the 7th
Annual Wheelchair and Wounded
Warrior Hunt Oct. 24 and 25 at Nem-
ours Plantation.

The event organizers strive to provide
a memorable experience to disabled
hunters, sick or injured youths and
wounded warriors by giving them the
opportunity to enjoy outdoor recreation
despite their disabilities.
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“I've done a lot of volunteer work, but
by far this is the one I feel strongest
about,” said Sgt. James Raney, event
volunteer coordinator. “I have seen the
joy and happiness on these guys’ faces,
so I know what we’re doing is a good
thing.”

Raney said different kinds of disabled
hunters show up for the event, each one
with their own unique handicaps. The
event is therapeutic for them.

see VOLUNTEERS paGE 3
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Graduates

GOLF COMPANY GRADUATES

Golf Company honor graduates

Pfc. P. T. Snead, Laurel Hill, N.C.

Snead was recruited by Staff Sgt. Torres
and trained in Platoon 2080 by Staff Sgt. J. R. Jensen

Pfc. T. S. Cerrato, Pine Plains, N.Y.

Cerrato was recruited by Staff Sgt. Ruberte
and trained in Platoon 2082 by Gunnery Sgt. S. Salas Jr.

Pfc. S. J. Dawson, Millington, Tenn.
Dawson was recruited by Sgt. Hardy
and trained in Platoon 2081 by Staff Sgt. I. S. Gragg

Pfc. C. J. Brady, Sparta, N.J.

Pfc. J. R. Wurm, Sudbury, Mass.
Wurm was recruited by Staff Sgt. Tillman
and trained in Platoon 2085 by Staff Sgt. B. W. Steele.

Brady was recruited by Sgt. Daville
and trained in Platoon 2083 by Staff Sgt.C. A. Aguilar

Pfc. A. L. Hurlock, Cary, N.C.

Pfc. M. E. Hens, Greensboro, N.C.
Hens was recruited by Sgt. Barker

and trained in Platoon 2084 by Staff Sgt. J. E. Stearns

Hurlock was recruited by Sgt. Gaskins
and trained in Platoon 2086 by Staff Sgt. P. A. Covington

Platoon 2080 Platoon 2081 Platoon 2082  Platoon 2083 Platoon 2084  Platoon 2085 Platoon 2086

Pfc. T. R. Allen Pvt. M. A. Acosta Pvt. S. L. Anderson Pvt.J. M. ArriagaRamirez Pvt. K. G. Alarcon Pvt. E. Arteaga Jr. Pvt. N. A. Bell

Pvt. N. T. Austin Pvt. J. A. Adams Pvt. W. J. Aponte Pvt. J. E. Benavides Pfc. J. C. Arenstein Pfc. W. J. Barrett Pvt. C. J. Bordelon

Pvt. N. S. Bender Pyt. M. A AriasDominguez Pvt. J. D. August Pvt C.]. Bennett Pvt. D. L. AyllonQuintana Pvt. J. W. Barrie Pvt. T. R. Boyce

Pfc. D. J. Benson Pvt. H. A. Ashong Pvt. D. R. Barber c. C. J. Brady Pvt. C. M. Bailey Pfc. A. Blanco Pfc. K. M. Brown

Pvt. M. J. Blackmon  Pfc. Z. S. Baer Pfc. D. L. Bedwell Pvt C. A. Brown Pvt. R. D. Barclift Pvt. C. W. Boutwell Pfc. J. T. Bush

Pfc. R. C. Blevins Pvt. J. W. Barlow Pfc. D. J. Berard Pvt. D. T. Brown Pvt. M. D. Barnes Pvt. W. A. Brooks Jr.  Pvt. N. D. Bush

Pvt. S. J. Bowen Pfc. C. M. Boomer Pvt. C. G. Bingham Pfc. J. E. Calderas Pvt. N. A. Barr Pvt. N. A. Burkhead  Pfc. K. T. Byers

Pvt. A. B. Britt Pfc. M. D. Bott Pvt. N. R. Brishee Pfc. T B. Carlin Pvt. E. E. Barreranina Pvt. W. D. Bush Pfc. B. M. Calhoun Jr.

Pvt. D. M. Brown Jr.  Pvt. Z. H. Chandler Pvt. E. M. Brown Pvt. S. Chhan Pvt. J. A. Bendokas Pvt. N. J. Caliendo Pfc. M. S. Carle

Pvt. G. A. Burnette Pvt. F E. Chavez Pfc. K. T Brown Pvt. M. Cisneros Pvt. D. J. Birchard Pvt. P. J. Carney Pvt. S. C. Caye

Pfc. R. J. Callahan Pvt. C. L. Coleman Pfe. J. H. Buck Pvt. C.J. Claridy Pvt. B. K. Brock Pvt. J. R. Choate Pfc. T. P. Collins

Pvt. R. Campuzano Pvt. S. A. Cominsky = Pyt. J. C. Bulger Pvt. K. C. Cobble Pvt. L. R. Caicedo Pvt. A. S. Cipolone Pvt. T. S. Coutee

Pvt. A. R. Cathey Pvt. D. R. Cover Pvt. M. B. Burkette Pvt. N. A. Conner Pfc. A. A. Capozzelli  Pfc. R. Class Pvt. N. W. Crouch

Pvt. D. Cepeda Pfc. R. A. Crumpton III Pyt J. M. CandelariaGonzalez Pvt. C. S. Corriveau  Pfc. R. Castillo Pvt. C. T. Coffelt Pvt. N. T. Culberson

Pfc. J. S. Cooper Pfc. S. D. Davis Pfc. T S. Cerrato Pvt. R. S. Corriveau Pfc. J. B. Castro Pfc. R. C. Cronin Pfc. A. R. Doherty

Pfc. J. L. Corbitt Pfc. S. J. Dawson Pvt. M. P Chatagnier Pfc. K. J. Countryman IVt R L CervoaniValentin Pvt. Y. CuestaRodriguez Pfc. B. A. Doyle

Pfc. J. R. Davis Pfc.]J. E. Decarlucci  pyt. J. W. Coleman Pvt. K. Derival Pfc. S. M. Clancy Pvt. A. M. Curti Pfc. J. M. Dubois

Pfc. J. C. Dixon Pvt. S. D. Dreer Pvt. M. C. Devries Pvt. T. M. Diederich  Pfc.D. V. Coste‘llo. Pfc. L. C. Demichele Pvt. T. W. Eddings

Pfc. T. K. Dixon Pvt. D. J. Dwyer Pvt. T. W. Duderstadt Pvt. M. J. Driscoll Pfc. B. M. Dam.lam Pfc. J. A. Ezersky Pvt. B. D. Espinosa

Pvt. D. M. Edison Pvt. D. S. Eberhardt  pyt B 1. Easterday  Pvt. A. C. Euromdecker Pfc. S. T. Danisi Pvt. T.P. Fe{dler Pvt. S. D. Evans

Pvt. D. N. Evans Pvt. T. K. Edenfield Pvt. J. Z. Eddings Pvt. K. T. Fenton Pvt. B. C. Deniston Pvt. R. M. Fields Pfc. J. P. Farnsworth

Pvt. T. A. Farris Pfc. K. L. Epperson Pfc. C. A. Eduardothen Pvt, T. A. Fenty Pvt. S. M. Desiderio  Pvt. D. A. Frank Pfc. R. M. Fitzpatrick

Pfc. M. A. Fedd Jr. Pvt. J. B. Foulkrod Pfc. Z. R. Emighty Pvt. D. C. Fye Pfc. J. R. Doran Pvt. A. R. Freehling  Pvt. V. J. Flannery

Pvt. J. M. Fe.r1a Pvt. R. T. Franks Pvt. A. D. Fedorosko  Pvt. A. J. Gaiter Pvt.J.J. Dougherty  Pvt. D. M. Gagne Jr.  Pvt. C. R. Fortner

Pfc. W. D. Givens Pvt. J. T. Greer Pvt. S. D. Gillet Pvt. J. M. Gaspar Pvt. K. M. Dougherty Pfc.]. A. Garcia Pvt. N. R. Fuller

Pfc. Z. E. Greeley Pfc. T. W. Gugel Pvt. B. N. Goodno Pyt. S. M. Gray Pfc. A. D. Dunkley Pfc. L. J. Garcia Pvt. G. Gandolfi

Pvt. C. A. Hairston Pfc. S. P Hambrick Pfc. M. J. Grant Pvt. D. Gurino Pvt. C. J. Fallon Pfc. E. D. Gomez Pfc. J. A. Garay

Pvt. T. S. Hall Pfc. R. E. Harris Pyt. J. L. Guillory Pvt. D. A. Hammond Pvt. G. Feliciano Jr. Pvt. T. M. Graf Pvt. D. L. Gibson III

Pfc. D. A. Harn1§h Pfc. F. B. Higgins Pyt. R. A. Hamilton IIl Pvt. S. J. Hannenjann Pvt. J. V. Freshour Pvt. C. Grajales Pvt. C. J. Gillis

Pvt. W. H. Hayg,hp Pfc. J. D. Horton Pvt. R. J. Hart Pvt. D. Hernandez Pvt. J. M. Funches Pvt. W. A. Guerrero  Pvt. J. W. Hildreth

Pfc. D. C. Herrin Pvt. . P. Jennings Pvt. R A. Hayde II Pvt. A M. Hernandez LVt K A. Garcedvalle Pfc. T. M. Hebert Pfc. A. L. Hurlock

Pvt. D. L. Hoffman Pfc. D. B. Johnson Pvt. A. J. Hendrickson Pvt. A. F. Hernandez Pvt. A. D. Grant Pfc. N. T. Hess Pvt. M. D. Jacques

Pfc. A. D. Hosenfeld  Pfc. T. G. Keller Pvt.]. A. Hodson Jr.  Pvt. P W. Houck Pvt. D. J. Hahn Jr. Pvt. B. M. Hull Pvt. C. D. Johnson

Pvt. R. B. Hughes II  Pvt. J. L. Kimbrell Pvt. C. T. Hotchkiss ~ Pvt. S. . Kenned Pfc. M. E. Hens Pfc. B. R. Irons Pvt. K. P Kertiss

.C.T. y

Pvt. Q. S. Jackson Pfc. D. L. Logan Pvt. T. E. Huddleston Pvt. R. B. Kliphan Pfc. P. B. Ing Pvt. J. A. Jennette Pvt. K. L. Lord

Pfc. P.D. Jennings IV Pvt. J. C. Lorusso Pfc. T. D. James Jr Put. G. W. Knox Pvt. S. Islam Pvt. K.R. JL'111.an Pvt. J. A. Lunan

Pfc. K. Kankienza Pfc. D. R. Lowenthal Pvt. K. W. Jones Jr. Pyt R. A Kravec Pvt. S. P. Jennings Pfc. C. Justiniano Pvt. C. .MagGlbbon

Pfc. K. S. Keaton Pvt. N. Malkowski Pvt. C. M. Jones Pfc. . B. Little Pfc. D. J. Jettie Pfc. N. Keo Pvt. K. L. Madison Jr

Pvt. J. D. Keen Pvt. S. A. Malmrose Pfc. B. D. Jones Pfc. J. R Kerr Pfc. A. J. McDonald III

Pyt S. P Kogelschatz Pvt.C.W. Mantz  Lic: D-D- Jones IViB. R LOROTY? SRR Todel Pyt. D. M. Lefebvre  Pvt. C. T. McLaughlin

Pfc. K. R Kurinec ~ Pvt.L A Marquez ~ LvvB-FJuneJr  Pvt.C. M. Lowe Pvi' B, CuiKadfihann  Pvt. S. R. Lewis Put. C. M. Miller

Pvt.D. C.Leonard  Pvt.]. R Martz o {\)[G' ! ﬁf"t MPDMM”Sha“ Pyt. A. Kitson Pyt. A. J. Lobo Pfc. J. F. Mot

Pvt. J. T. Marion Pvt. M. Masmela c. M.J. Kigker €. J. E hgarg Put. D. L. Kutz Pvt.D. C. Lucker  Pvt. M. A. Napier

Pfc.].IL McBroom  Pvt.S.J. McBrine ~ LVi-M. E. KiiSfle=  Pvt. A Mar finez Put. J. M. Lovett Pyt. J.T. Macri Pfe. C. C. Nunes

Pvt. R. M. McKinney  Pvt. J. McGee Pic. D. J. Ko™ Pvt. JERCIERp< Pvt. H. R. Mable Pvt. T. M. McDonald  Pvt. M. A. Oakley

Pvt. J. C. Meister Pfc. R. N. Miller Pvt. D. P Leblane Pvt. J. B. McLeary Pfec. J. E Margiotta Pfc. Z. A. Meuse Pvt. K. M. Oliver

Pfc. A. Melton Pvt. D. J. Mills Pfc. D..S digmard Pyt Dt iller Pvt. T, J. Martin Pvt. C.S. Misheff  Pvt. C. J. Olmstead

Pfc. D. J. Miller Pfc. A. J. Mitchell Pvt. G. O. Lopez Pvt. A. R. Moulton Pvt. J. E Mastanduno Pfc. E. I. Mitchell Pvt. J. M. Orrisbruno

Pvt. A. C. Mims Pfc. Z. B. Moon Pvt.]. N. Lucurto PVt N.J. Mullison™ " pyt 7 'B Matheny  Pfc. M.J. Mitchell  Pvt. R. S. Pepe

Pic. M.A. Moody  Pfc. M. S. Musick PVt C.T.Mackey = Pvt. D. ]. Nagy Pvt. W. B. Mayer Pvt'T. E. MoncadaSalazar Pvt. J. . PerezJusino

Pic. T. L. Moore Jr.  Pvt. C. C. Myers Pvt.R. A. Marincortes Pvt. M:S. Nobs Pvt. M. T. McDonald Pvt.N.D.Murillo  Pvt. R. J. Reed

Pvt. C. R. Moore Pvt. J. C. Neal Pyt.J.D. Martinho ~ Pyt.'T. C. OliverBarnes pys 1 B Merritts Pfc. N. W. Palmer Pvt. M. V. Reichers

Pvt. T.L. Morman  Pfc. M. A. Newell Pfc. L. E. Mascorro Jr. 'Pvt. S. U. Patel Pyt. D. J. Mimms Pvt. F. A. Parada Pvt. J. F. Rodriguez

Pfc. T. M. Onolan Pvt. T. J. Noyes Pvt. C. J. Mateu Pvt. D. J. Pavelko Pvt. T. J. Minier Pvt. J. E. Parisi Pfc. D. A. Rojas

Pvt. C. W. Parkhurst  Pvt. F. G. Page IV Pvt.J.R MelvinIIl Pvt. G. G. Petruzzi = py A M. Mocerino ~ Pfc. D. R. Perry Pyt. T. M. Russ I

Pfc. M. . Perez Pvt. Z. T. Peoples Pfc. A.J. Menard Pvt.J. M. Philippi  pyt j.I. Mullen Pfc. G. M. Pinilla Pic. A. Saldarriaga

Pfc. R. M. Pruitt Pfc. A. M. Perry Pvt. B. L. Monteiro Pvt.'S. A. Richardson  pyt K M. Nyambariga Pfc. J. D. Pinto Pvt. C. M. Schafer

Pfc. C. D. Riley Pvt. C. M. Pittman Pfc. O. S. Nelson Pvt. K. Rogers Pvt. W. D. Ogilvie Pvt. T. W. Pippin Pvt. J. N. Scotto

Pfc. A. D. Roberts Pvt. R. L. Price Pyt. J. L. Noble Pfc. T.T. Rossman Pvt. S. M. Ortega Pvt. P. S. Polise Pvt. C. R. Singer

Pvt.]. D. Santiago ~ Pvt. M. O.Purcell ~ Pfc.J.G. Ormsby Pvt. B. T.Rowland - pyt, L. T. Pacl Pvt. N. I. Pope Pfc. S. K. Smith IV

Pvt. N. L. Self Pvt. T. L. Purcell Pvt. A. V. Paulose Pvt. J. C. Russell Pvt. P T, Pica Pvt. K. J. Quist Pfc. E. V. Smith

Pfc. K. L. Shabi Pvt. T. D. Quick Pvt. J. A. Phillips Pvt. E.E.Sandoval * pyt, W. C. Piatek Pvt. A. E. RutmannBriceno Pvt. J. E. Smith

Pfc. K. T. Shaffer Pyt. O. C. RandolphFuller. Pvt. T. C. Pound Pvt. J. B. Schooley  Pfc. J. T Plasterer Pvt. J. B. SaintGermain Pfe. C. A. Sparks

Pfc. D.J. Shaw Pvt. S. A. Reeves Jr. Pvt.E. M. Prince Pvt. N. Serrano Pvt. J. Rodriguez Pfc. A. A. Santos Pvt. T. . Spengler Jr.

Pvt. D. L. Shaw Pfc. C. G. Russell Pvt. D. R. Rhodes Pvt. G. H. Stuart Pvt. E F. Romero Pvt. Z. S. Schomaker Pfc. B. A. Steinhauer

Pvt. R. B. Short Pvt. D. T. Scott Pvt. R M. Robertson Jr. Pvt. P A. Sweetnich  pyt, A. T, Saldutti Pvt. R. D. Sharpe Pvt. T. R. Strugar

Pyt. C. T. Simpson Pfc. M. T. Sheehan = Pvt. L. C. Rubiserrano Pvt. M. J. Thompson  Pfe. S. M. Savage Pfc. J. W. Shelton Pvt. M. E. Swan

Pvt. J. W. Smith Pfc. J. D. Shinault Pfc. R. D. Sanders Pvt. R. L. Tipton Pfc. J. E. Schramm Pfc. C. P, Staton Pvt.J. F. Tan

Pvt. J. E. Smith Pvt. Q. L. Spence Pfc. D. A. Scheerbaum Pvt. L. K. Tyler Pfc. T. J. Schwartz Pyt. M. L. Straka Pfc. R. J. Toler

Pfc. P T Snead Pvt. T. A. Stanley Pfc. M. A. Schwenk  Pvt. E.D. Upham Pvt. D. M. Sheffield  Pvt. J. Subervi Pyt. J. A TorresRodriguez

Pvt. J. L. Thornton Pfc. M. D. Steadman ~ Pvt. J. R. Slapikas Pvt. G. S. Valley Pfc. W. Silessantillan  Pvt. J. J. Tapia Pvt. J. K. Vincent

Pfc. A. D. Toalaanzules  Pvt. D. M. Strader Pfc. W. G. Stamato Pvt. T. T. Webb Pvt. M. J. Smith Pfc. C. T. Terry Pvt. A. T, Vladick

Pvt. J. Uriostegui Pfc. J. L. Tench Pvt. J. C. Stuard Pvt.S. G. Wiggand  Pvt. T. L. Solberg Pvt. C. E. Thomas III  Pfc. M. C. Vokey

Pvt. K. J. Waters Pfc. B. R. Thorpe Pfc. J. D. Sullivan Put. J.J. WilsonMcDonald Pvt. J. D. Spencer Pvt. S. J. Thomas Pvt. B. P West

Pfc. T. J. Werth Pvt. K. Tokuno Pfc. J. B. Tickle Pvt. B. O. Wischer Pvt. S. A. Stiely Pfc. S. A. Thorgerson Pfc. D. R. White

Pfc. B.'C. Whitfield Pvt. M. D. Tucker Pvt. E. T. Tidwell Pfc. R. P. Wyatt Pvt. A. G. Stone Pvt. C. E. Tomlinson  Pvt. R. K. Wilkinson

Pvt. D. E Wilkie Pvt. B. M. Turk Jr. Pvt. J. A. Weisbecker Pvt. M. J. Wynne Pvt. A. M. Vousden Pfc. T. E. Tschida Pvt. A. S. Wise

Pvt. K. A. Wilson Pvt. M. C. Vellahunlock Pfc. W. A. Wight Pvt. C. D. Zeeuw Pvt. J. M. Younger Pvt. E. M. Valencia Pvt. J. T. Wolverton

Pfc. A. C. Wrenn Pvt. J. B. Venners Pvt. M. L. Wolfe Pvt. C. Zhao Pfc. B. L. Zack Pfc. D. S. White Pvt. W. P. Youst

Pvt. A. F. Zesati Pfc. J. J. Wilkinson Pvt. ]J. Zera Pic. E. T. Zimmerle Pvt. D. J. Zigler Pfc. J. R. Wurm Pvt. D. Zafar
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Special to The Boot

Volunteers at last year’s Wheelchair and Wounded Warrior Hunt help put up a tent.
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Volunteers will set up for the event,
decorate, welcome the hunters, serve
food and provide security. Some volun-
teers will also help the hunters claim
their game and others will clean it.

“(This event helps) show that no mat-
ter their injuries, whether physical or
mental, that Marines still care and are
willing to do anything for them,” said
Cpl. James Goodwin, a volunteer for
the event.

Goodwin strongly encourages Ma-
rines to take part as volunteers.

“We always preach that Marines
leave no man behind and that doesn’t
have to be just on the battlefield - it

can be at home,” he said. “We need
to help Marines as much as we can
and we should never forget the ones
who are both mentally and physically
scarred for life. We should always be
there for them.”

Raney said the event fosters friend-
ship among participants by providing
an environment to do something that all
hunters or outdoorsmen love to do.

“I've been to numerous military funer-
als and I've had a bunch of friends, espe-
cially ones I went to Afghanistan with,
that were wounded in combat,” Good-
win said. “So I figured this is a good way
to give back to the Marine Corps and to
my fellow Marines.”

For more information or to volunteer
at the event, contact Raney at 228-2191.

SWAMP
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in mud to show for their hard work.

“I hope there’s more mud this year,”
said Anne Doty, a returning competitor.

“We had a little over 300 participants
last year,” Culpepper said. He expects
the turn out to be larger this year.

Race check-in starts at 6 a.m., and the
race will begin at 7:30 a.m. Saturday, but
last-minute contestants are welcome on

Marines competing in last year’s Swamp Romp, jump
into mud after making it over an obstacle at Marine
Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island Oct. 23,2010.

a first-come, first-served basis.

The money earned from the cost of
the entrance fee last year helped fund
local military birthday ball celebra-
tions and this year’s earnings will do
the same.

Culpepper said he hopes everyone
can come out Saturday to support this
growing Parris Island tradition and
that hopefully it can be held annually
in support of the depot’s civilian com-
munity and Marines.

Marines, sailors and }
civilians participate in
last year’s Swamp Romp
at Marine Corps Recruit
Depot Parris Island Oct.
23,2010. This year’s
competition will consist
of about a five mile loop
with wet and muddy
challenges throughout.
Last-minute contestants
are welcome on a first-
come, first-served basis.

A competitor in last )
year’s Swamp Romp,
dives into mud after
hurdling over one

of the man-made
obstacles Oct. 23,2010.
This year’s event will
include categories for
different age groups

and participants can
compete in teams or as
individuals.The proceeds
from the competition
will help fund local
military birthday ball
celebrations.

s_:.byalzg_nce Cpl. Rodion Zabolotniy
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Photos by Lance Cpl. Javarre Glanton

Sgt.Andres Garcia, a drill instructor for Platoon 2098, Echo Company, 2nd Recruit
Training Battalion, counts recruits in his platoon as he marches them around
Echo Co. barracks Oct. 6. Garcia’s work ethic and reputation have distinguished

him among his peers in the battalion.

Lance Cpl. Javarre Glanton
Staff Writer

Parris Island’s mission of making Ma-
rines requires many hands to efficiently
complete the task. Of all the depot’s Ma-
rines who support the mission, drill in-
structors help in the most direct manner.

Drill instructors like Sgt. Andres
Garcia, with Platoon 2098, Echo Com-
pany, 2nd Recruit Training Battalion,
spend countless hours dedicated to
turning civilians into warfighters.

“I'm a firm believer that every re-
cruit deserves a chance and the train-
ing,” said Garcia, from Houston. “We
enforce the core values and warrior
ethos into the recruits so they can
leave here with the right mindset.”

On the “drill field” there are three
levels of seniority among drill instruc-
tors — senior drill instructor, heavy hat
and kill hat. The heavy hat’s primary
role is to educate recruits on subjects
like close-order drill and Marine Corps
common sKills. Garcia is the lead heavy

in his company and his leadership abili-
ties and professional achievements have
distinguished him among his peers.

“He’s probably one of the hardest
working Marines I've ever met — re-
gardless of rank,” said Capt. Stephen
Kulawiak, Echo Company commander.
“He cares a lot about what he does.”

With five cycles under his belt, three
as a heavy hat, Garcia is responsible
for coordinating and helping less ex-
perienced drill instructors with sched-
ules and equipment.

“He’s an experienced drill instruc-
tor,” said Kulawiak, of San Hope, N.J.
“He’s great at what he does and he’s
always working to better himself.”

Garcia is a black belt instructor of the
Marine Corps Martial Arts Program,
has completed the Staff Noncommis-
sioned Officer’s Course and 17 Marine
Corps Institute courses as a sergeant.

“In boot camp I was that chunky kid
who couldn’t do anything right,” Garcia
said.

He said he knew he would work to

Inside feature

Sgt.Andres Garcia marches his recruits around the Echo Co. barracks Oct. 6.

become a drill instructor when he was
meritoriously promoted to the rank of
sergeant while in Afghanistan in 2008.

“I really looked up to my drill in-
structors, so I wanted to give back to
the Marine Corps,” he said. “Ninety
percent of these recruits want to be
me. They want to be in my shoes and
they’re hungry to learn.”

Drill instructors regularly work
around 18 hours each day and have to
be there when the recruits go to bed
and when they wake up.

“I'love my job,” Garcia said. “It’s tiring
and demanding but I know that I can't
show them that — I have to show them
that they can't be tired and lazy either.”

The drill instructors of the depot
teach their recruits how important
honor, courage and commitment are
while making decisions.

“On family days and graduation days
alot of families come up and thank me,”
Garcia said. “I tell them that they don’t
need to thank me for just doing my job
— this is what I'm supposed to do.”
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Around the Corps

Empathy & War: Fighting an enemy while fighting to understand enemy

Cpl. James Clark
Regimental Combat Team 8,
2nd Marine Division (FWD)

HELMAND PROV-
INCE, Afghanistan - In
fairy tales, it’s the wicked
witch who desperately
wants a pair of shiny
shoes or the brutish
baron of some dark and
spooky tower who really
just needs a hug.

This individual car-
ries a number of names,
from villain to foe - it’s
the nemesis with a mil-
lion faces or the shad-
owy figure hiding in the
alleys of the mind and
riding on the back of
one’s thoughts. It is the
enemy.

Out here in the knee-
deep “moon” dust of the
Sangin District, the en-
emy is often formless,
and faceless. For a squad
of Marine infantrymen
patrolling small patches
of land teaming with life
and color, known as the
green zone, it’s a violent
phantom whose face is
rarely seen.

In today’s war, Marines

and coalition forces are
required to exhibit a level
of restraint rarely seen on
the battlefield. Marines
and sailors build rapport
with the local people on
an individual level. They
learn names and histo-
ries, forge bonds and after
enough time and shared
hardship - friendships.

For men at war, there
are always questions they
ask themselves, and at
times, one another: Who
are these men we're fight-
ing? What drives them?
What makes them want
to do us harm? Do they
have a family? Will they
be missed?

“My very first challenge
with being a Marine in the
infantry was when we did
a [Battle Damage Assess-
ment] on a target that was
killed,” said Sgt. Daniel
Pluth, with 1st Battalion,
6th Marine Regiment. “I
got to talking with some-
one and it popped into my
mind; that guy, what was
he doing afew days before
that? What was he doing
ten minutes before? Was
he drinking tea? Twid-

dling his thumbs waiting
for us to show up?”

For Marines like Pluth
who have been part of the
war effort since Operation
Phantom Fury in 2004
and when he took part in
the push to take Fallujah,
Iraq, the nagging of his
conscience has caused
his thoughts to wander to
the men he and his peers
are called to fight.

“I've talked to others
about not knowing who
these men we’re fight-
ing are, and wanting to
know what they did,”
Pluth explained. “Maybe
it’s just one of my things,
but I'd really like to try
to understand where the
thought comes from.
Why are you going to put
that [bomb] in the road,
to kill me? Is that it; is
that your only answer?
But, what if his answer
is, 'm doing it so they
don’t die; my family, my
children. That’s some-
thing I would do for my
family, if I was stuck in
that situation.”

The thought of a warrior
with a conscience may

LY A
Photo by Cpl. James Clark

Sgt. Daniel Pluth, from San Marcos, Texas, patrols the city of Marjah, March
10,2010. Pluth is now on his fourth deployment where he serves with Ist
Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment.

seem like an overused
cliché but in a war with
no clear line in the sand
dividing combatants from
civilians it may prove in-
strumental.

“The significance of
empathy [in combat] is
you then begin to put
a face to the war and
you're not just going out
and hunting after some-
body,” explained Navy
Lt. Nathan Rice, a chap-
lain with 1st Battalion,
6th Marine Regiment.
“You're actually think-
ing; that is someone’s
son, someone’s child.
The other side of it is,
you also have to protect
yourself. I think the im-
portance of empathy is
you begin to understand
your actions in regard
to the mission at hand.
Not to question it, but to
help retain your human-
ity while at war.

“It's almost like a nec-
essary evil, but you have
to remind [Marines] that
this is what we’re called
to do,” Rice said.

Though the moral strain
can at times seem too
much to bear, and one’s in-
ner monologue so littered
with doubt that peace of
mind seems as hard to at-
tain as regaining one’s lost
innocence, that voice can
be what is most needed to
stay both moral and sane.

Conscience, explained
Rice, and a Marine’s or
sailor’s ability to empa-
thize, not only with his
brothers in arms, but
those they meet on the
battlefield can be their
saving grace.

“Conscience plays
heavy in war. [Service
members] get back
home after the war and
they kind of close up,”
said Rice. “I spend a lot

of time dealing with op-
erational stress. The first
[casualties] we had, my
job was limited because
the Marines were already
doing it - talking among
one another. They were
opening up and talking;
they truly were feeling
like brothers, sharing
how they felt. To come to
peace with yourself you
have to deal with it — you
can’t just bottle it up.”

Like those heroes and
villains in fairy tales, the
impact Marines and their
enemies have on one an-
other goes far beyond
the physical. The marks
left on flesh are no less
deep than those left on
the mind, but by carrying
the heavy moral weight of
one’s conscience, service
members can grow from
their experiences at war,
rather than being haunt-
ed by its memory.
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More of the story

Sgt. Russell Midori
The new Marine Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island mascot stands beside one of his trainers after receiving a
reward for responding to the ‘“come” command.

Lance Cpl. F. J. Abundes

Sgt. Eric Zammitt, PMO kennel master, visit Parris Island public affairs to begin the new mascot’s training.

MASCOT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE |

takes on a father figure in
the dog’s eyes, Tallent said.

Using this reward
method Tallent was able
to teach him the staple
trick: “sit,” in about 15
minutes.

Tallent said for the han-
dler to be identified the
dog needs to know his
smell. So, the handler is
to allow the dog to smell
his underarms for recog-
nition purposes.

“The dog wants praise
from the handler,” Tallent
said. “It’s got to be a con-
tinuous thing from the
handler.”
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The trainers explained
that for the mascot to
learn to act appropriately
the handler will have to
be constantly vigilant and
show praise and love to
the dog.

“It’s about the dog, you
would laugh watching us
work, but that’s what they
need, that's what they
work for,” Zammitt said.

“A dog is so loyal, he
is man’s best friend, it
couldn’t be said any bet-
ter,” Tallent said. “A dog
will do whatever it takes
to please its master and
receive that praise. And
because of that you can
easily train a dog to do
amazing things.”

Sgt. Russell Midori
Cody Tallent, (left) a canine trainer for the Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort Provost Marshal’s Office and Staff The new Marine Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island

mascot is rewarded after sitting on command.
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A children’s section was set up with arts and
crafts and pinatas filled with candy.

Cpl. Erin Tansey
Design Editor

Flags from countries
across Central and South
America hung from the
walls in the Lyceum on
Parris Island Oct. 7. The
building filled with the
scent of fresh food and
the sound of music and
chatter, signifying the
celebration of Hispanic
Heritage Month.

Depot personnel and
their families paused to
recognize the contribu-
tions Hispanic nations
gave to our country and
to the armed forces.

Petty Officer 1st Class
Roberto Medrano, chair-
man of the Hispanic Her-
itage Committee, said
he was pleased with the
turnout and impressed
by the performance put
together by the dancers.

Thenightwas filled with
music, food, a display
of traditional clothing
and dancing performed
by Marines, sailors and

guest performers from
Hampton County, S.C.

It kicked off with a
small slideshow of His-
panic service members
from the World Wars up
to modern times.

After the meal, a small
fashion show displayed
the traditional dress of
countries including El
Salvador, Brazil and Mex-
ico. The dancers took to
the stage and performed
dances such as the salsa,
cumbia and the jarabe ta-
patio, also known as the
Mexican hat dance.

Medrano  said he
was thankful for the
hard work and dedica-
tion shown by his team
throughout the planning
process, in which they
choreographed dances,
set up the event and even
spent 24 hours cooking
as part of a fund raiser.

In the end, Medrano said
he was happy to have been
made chairman and would
be honored to fill that role
for future events.

Photos by Lance Cpl. Javarre Glanton
Cpl. DyY'mond McCray and Lance Cpl. Deandre
Coleman performed cumbia from the country of
Colombia.The cumbia was the first of many dances
during the Hispanic Hertiage Celebration Oct.7



