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Lt. Cmdr. John
Steely, a medical
officer with Ma-
rine Air-Ground
Task Force Sup-
port Battalion
11.2, 2nd Marine
Logistics Group
(Forward), ), re-
cords the vitals
of an Afghan
National Army
soldier at the
medical facilities
aboard Forward
Operating Base
Delaram Il,
Afghanistan,
Oct. 23.

Photo by
Cpl. Katherine M. Solano

Shock Trauma Platoon brings relief,
relationships to Afghan locals

Cpl. Katherine M. Solano
2nd MLG (FWD) Public Affairs

FORWARD OPERATING BASE
DELARAM 11, Afghanistan — There
is a battle of sorts being won in southern
Helmand province. The Marines and Sail-
ors at Forward Operating Base Delaram I,
and specifically the Shock Trauma Platoon
there, take pride in ‘winning’ the hearts and
minds of locals.

The STP is comprised of enlisted and
commissioned Sailors ranging from corps-
men to private practice family doctors,
from nurses to surgeons. As part of Bravo
Surgical Company, Marine Air-Ground
Task Force Support Battalion 11.2, 2nd

Marine Logistics Group (Forward), it is
the primary duty of the medical person-
nel based here to support the Marines with
Regimental Combat Team 8.

However, since the area surrounding
the FOB is relatively peaceful, accord-
ing to those working at the STP, they
are afforded a unique opportunity, a fact
for which they are very thankful. While
the sister STP at FOB Edinburgh treats

mainly battle-injured servicemembers,
the patients of Delaram’s STP are pre-
dominately Afghan National Army sol-
diers, Afghan Uniformed Policemen and
locals, including multiple children.

Positive, growing relationships have
resulted with locals due to the level and
caliber of care the STP continuously pro-
vides. They treat injuries ranging from
cuts and scrapes, to gunshot wounds and
injuries from improvised explosive de-
vice explosions.

“They don’t really have a healthcare sys-
tem, at least not in this part of the country,”
said Navy Lt. Scott LaPanne, a nurse with
the STP. “For anything drastic, they can’t
go to their field doctor, so they come here.

“I think that the military here has shown
a very good presence and I believe that the
local nationals here like us more than they
hate us. So we don’t get to see some of the
bad stuff happening that there is in the oth-
er areas of the country. We are more into
winning the hearts and minds of the local
nationals,” he said.

When asked, several of the corpsmen
who work with LaPanne agreed when he
said that their job at the STP is both re-
warding and fulfilling.

“We get to help people get medical care
and not always just because of the war,”
LaPanne concluded.

Check out the Delaram Shock
Trauma Platoon in action:

ditds

28 October 2011 - A Marine with Combat Logistics Regiment 27 reported an
unknown person(s) slashed his tires, scratched the passenger side doors and
severely cracked the grill of his vehicle. An investigation revealed no leads or
suspects. The estimated value of damage to personal property was $897.

31 October 2011 - A Marine with 8th Engineer Support Battalion reported an un-
known person(s) stole various electronic items from his secured barracks room.
An investigation revealed no leads or suspects. The estimated value of stolen per-
sonal property was $350.



http://www.dvidshub.net/video/128452/winning-hearts-and-minds-shock-trauma-platoon-brings-relief-relationships-afghan-locals
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Photo by Cpl. Katherine M. Solano

Cpl. Jaymie Ahumada sits atop a vehicle during a pause in operations aboard Camp Dwyer,
Afghanistan, Oct. 15. This is Ahumada’s second deployment to Afghanistan, both with CLB-1.

Marine volunteers to do a second deployment,
requests added responsibilities to boot

Cpl. Katherine M. Solano
2nd MLG (FWD) Public Affairs

CAMP DWYER, Afghanistan — Afghani-
stan left such an impression on one Marine,
she requested a second tour the very next
year. Cpl. Jaymie Ahumada, a native of Thor-
ton, Colo., is spending another seven months
deployed with Combat Logistics Battalion 1,
2nd Marine Logistics Group (Forward).

She deployed with CLB-1 at the same
time last year. The base is the same and the
unit is the same, but the duties she performs
and the country she is in have undergone
some major changes in the last year.

Ahumada, who is a motor transport opera-
tor by trade, spent her first deployment with
a motor pool, conducting combat logistics
patrols to deliver supplies and other logisti-
cal assets. For her second deployment, she
requested to work in the company office.

In fact, Ahumada extended her enlistment
just for the opportunity to experience the
country again, but in a different environment.
She then made the decision to re-enlist.

So what motivates a Marine, newly-married
with a combat deployment already under her belt,

to raise her hand to do it all again? Big expecta-
tions for her future, high standards for herself and
dreams of something more all motivated her to
request a second tour in Afghanistan.

“I want to be put on a meritorious sergeant
board,” Ahumada stated, with more than a
hint of confidence. “Then I want to work to-
ward becoming a commissioned officer.”

Armory custodian, safety NCO, armory
NCO for training, camp commandant as-
sistant, company training NCO, legal and
administrative responsibilities all fall under
Ahumada’s realm of duty. She takes on re-
sponsibility without hesitation. She trains
Marines and helps them in their careers,
both on and off deployment, in order to be
better. She takes her job seriously.

Her go-getter attitude and hard work eth-
ic are well-known around the camp. Her
superiors constantly ask her to go above-
and-beyond her traditional duties, to which
she responds with gusto and diligence.

Ahumada knows deployment and the hard-
ships it brings, but she saw it as her duty to
come back and continue to lead Marines. She
volunteered for Afghanistan. Some might call
her crazy; others call her a heck of a leader.

CORPORAL
JAYMIE AHUMADA

]OB: Motor Transport Operator

HOMETOWN: Thornton,
Colorado

Q: If you were stranded on a
deserted island, what is one
piece of gear you would want

with you and why?

A: “A Gerber tool, because you
can use it for almost anything
except to eat (metal would not
go down well and | don'’t be-
lieve it would be very filling).”

Q: What is your favorite part
about your job in the Corps?

A: “Mentoring and teaching
Marines.”

Q: What is your favorite mo-
ment in Marine Corps history?

A: “The flag raising on lwo
Jima.”
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Photos by Sgt. Justin J. Shemanski and Cpl. Katherine M. Solano
(Top) Cpl. Daniel Tabor, a supply administrator
with Marine Air-Ground Task Force Support Bat-
talion 11.2, bench presses 185 Ibs. during the Iron
Man Competition aboard Camp Leatherneck, Af-
ghanistan, Oct. 22. Dozens of troops from units
across the base participated in the competition,
which began with a 10 kilometer run. (Above)
Master Sgt. Thomas Lutz, the operations supply
officer with 2nd MLG (FWD), throws a shot put
during the Iron Man Competition aboard Camp

Leatherneck, Afghanistan, Oct. 22.

Fitness and strength tested in 2nd
MLG(FWD)-hosted competition

Sgt. Justin J. Shemanski
2nd MLG (FWD) Public Affairs

CAMP LEATHERNECK, Afghanistan — Are you tough enough?

That was the proverbial question posed when the masterminds of the 2nd Marine Logis-
tics Group (Forward) sat down to design a test of pure fitness and strength, which mani-
fested itself in the form of the Iron Man Competition aboard Camp Leatherneck, Oct. 22.

Open to all ranks and all services, the contest featured six events. The morning began with
each participant completing a 10 kilometer run and then circulating through 5 other events,
which included pull-ups, shot put, abdominal crunches, bench press and a 400 meter run.

The fastest or strongest participants per gender, per event, were named winners.

Dozens of troops from across Regional Command Southwest participated in the event,
though the Marines took the challenge to heart.

“You get together so you can compete,” said Sgt. Maj. William T. Stables, the ser-
geant major for 2nd MLG (FWD). “More importantly, you get to see the caliber of the
Marines in the Corps.”
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Photos by Sgt. Justin J. Shemanski and Cpl. Katherine M. Solano
(Above) Marines with 2nd Marine Logistics Group (For-

ward) participate in a pull-up contest during the Iron Man
Competition aboard Camp Leatherneck, Afghanistan,
Oct. 22. (Below) Marines with 2nd MLF (FWD) execute ab-
dominal crunches. The Iron Man competition was open to
Marines, Soldiers and Sailors throughout Regional Com-
mand Southwest.

2

Photo by Sgt. Justin J. Shemanski
(Above) Cpl. Robert Esparza, a combat engineer with 7th Engineer
Support Battalion, 2nd Marine Logistics Group (Forward), hurls an
8 pound shot put during the Iron Man Competition aboard Camp
Leatherneck, Afghanistan, Oct. 22. The 2nd MLG (FWD) hosted
the event, which was open to all who wished to test their might
against fellow warrior athletes.

Photo by Sgt. Justin J. Shemanski
Runners dash toward the finish line during the 400-meter run portion of the 2nd Marine Logistics Group (Forward)’s Iron Man Competition
aboard Camp Leatherneck, Afghanistan, Oct. 22.
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WHY WE RAN:

Ediitor’s Note: ‘Why We Run’was a three-part series highlighting runners of various backgrounds as they
prepared for the Marine Corps Marathon aboard Camp Leathemeck, Afghanistan, Oct. 30, 2011.

A quick look at the 2nd MLG (FWD) runners from the
series after they completed the Marine Corps Marathon

Cpl. Katherine M. Solano
2nd MLG (FWD) Public Affairs

CAMP LEATHERNECK, Afghanistan
— The Marine Corps Marathon, open to
all ranks and all services, saw runners
from around the world meet aboard Camp
Leatherneck, Oct. 30.

The morning began chilly and dark, but
quickly warmed up with the rising of the

sun. Runners shed layers as the morning
wore on. Water, Gatorade and running gels
were consumed in mass quantities at every
checkpoint along the route.

Runners crossed the finish line in
varying states of physical and mental
exhaustion. Despite the blistered feet,
aching muscles and mental fatigue, each
wore a look of pride and relief at com-
pleting the marathon.

The marathon traced the perimeter of
the base for five laps, equaling 26.2 miles.
“Milestone,” was the word used to
describe the race by 1st. Lt. Jeff Clem-

ent, a current operations officer with
Combat Logistics Battalion 6, 2nd Ma-
rine Logistics Group (Forward), and the
first Marine interviewed in the ‘Why
We Run’ series.

Ist Lt. Hannah Paxton, a supply officer
with CLB-6 and the second interviewee,
used the word “enjoyable” to describe her
marathon experience.

The third runner highlighted in the
series, Sgt. Jasman Anderson, a supply
administrator with 7th Engineer Support
Battalion, 2nd MLG (FWD), said the run
was ‘life-changing’. This was Anderson’s
first marathon, which she completed in
under six hours.

Each of the three runners described
their marathon experience as rewarding.
They all stated they were happy with their
performance, and eager to move on to the
next fitness challenge in their future.

Photos by Cpl. Katherine M. Solano

(From left to right) 1st Lt. Hannah Paxton, 1st. Lt. Jeff Clement and Sgt. Jasman Anderson after
completing the Marine Corps Marathon aboard Camp Leatherneck, Afghanistan, Oct. 30.
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Photo by Pfc. Franklin E. Mercado

Marines with Combat Logistics Regiment 2, 2nd Marine Logistics Group, and 2nd Battalion, 10th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, work
together to assemble a .50-caliber machine gun during a gunner’s course at the Division Training Center aboard Camp Lejeune, N.C., Oct. 26.

Marines prep for deployment
with gunner’s course

Pfc. Franklin E. Mercado
2nd MLG Public Affairs

CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C. — Marines with
Combat Logistics Regiment 2, 2nd Ma-
rine Logistics Group participated in a
gunner’s course at the 2nd Marine Divi-
sion Training Center aboard Camp Leje-
une, N.C., Oct. 26 - 29.

The training is a part of pre-deployment
training for their upcoming tour in support of
International Security Assistance Forces in
Helmand province, Afghanistan, next year.

During the four-day training exercise
Marines with the battalion learned the ins-
and-outs of several machine guns the Ma-
rine Corps uses in Afghanistan.

The M-249 squad automatic weapon,

.50 Caliber Machine Gun, Mk 19 Grenade
Launcher, M240 Golf and M240 Bravo
were the weapons systems shown during
the class. Not only did they get a chance to
learn about the weapons, but they also got
hands-on training with each one.

The Marines learned how to assemble and
disassemble weapons, and how to load and
fire the weapon during practical application.

“I like the fact that we are getting all the
hands on training,” said Pfc. Eduard Yakob-
chuk, a motor transportation mechanic with
CLB-2. “It’s a lot better than just reading a
book. Actually getting to do the steps and
learning them as we go along is great.”

COMMANDING GENERAL
BRIG. GEN. MICHAEL G. DANA

PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICERS
IST LT. JOSHUA SMITH

2ND LT. JAMES F. STENGER (FWD)

SERGEANT MAJOR
SGT. MAJ. WILLIAM T. STABLES

COMBAT CORRESPONDENTS

PRESS CHIEF

SGT. RACHAEL K. MOORE

COMMAND MASTER CHIEF
CMDCM RUSSELL W. FOLLEY

CPL. BRUNO J. BEGO
CPL. KATHERINE M. SOLANO (FWD)
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