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Happy Birthday,
Marines!

Marines with 2nd Marine Logistics Group celebrated the Corps’ 236th Birthday in ceremonies across the globe, to include those stationed 
aboard Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C., and forward deployed to Afghanistan. See Photo Feature on Page 4
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4 November 2011 - A Marine with Combat Logistics Battalion 24 reported an 
unknown person(s) stole her CIF-issued gas mask from her unsecured vehicle. 
An investigation revealed no leads or suspects. The estimated value of dam-
age to personal property was $277.

7 November 2011 - The spouse of a Marine with 2nd Supply Battalion reported  
unknown persons dmamged her mailbox by knocking it to the ground. She fur-
ther stated she heard a loud noise and ran outside to observe unknown persons 
laughing and running to a vehicle down the street. An investigation revealed no 
leads or suspects.

PUSHING NORTH

Photo by Sgt. Justin J. Shemanski
A local Afghan boy looks on as Marines with 7th Engineer Support Battalion, 2nd Marine Logistics Group 
(Forward), build a causeway near Forward Operating Base Sabit Qadam, Afghanistan, Oct. 22. Marines 
from different elements of 2nd MLG (FWD) are currently building patrol bases, combat outposts, and vil-
lage stability platforms between Kajaki and Sangin in support of Operation Eastern Storm.

2nd MLG (FWD) Moves Along 611, Supports ‘Eastern Storm’
2nd Lt. James F. Stenger
2nd MLG (FWD) Public Affairs              

CAMP LEATHERNECK, Afghanistan 
– Elements of the 2nd Marine Logistics 
Group (Forward) are pushing north on 
Route 611 in support of Operation Eastern 
Storm in Helmand province, Afghanistan.
   More specifically, Marines from Combat 
Logistics Battalion 6 and 7th Engineer Sup-

port Battalion, 2nd MLG (FWD), are current-
ly in the process of building numerous patrol 
bases, combat outposts and village stability 
platforms along Route 611, as well as con-
stantly patrolling the tumultuous road.
   “We will run combat logistics patrols on 
this route in order to resupply the forces in 
zone to sustain their [counterinsurgency] 
efforts,” said Lt. Col. Ralph J. Rizzo, com-
manding officer of CLB-6.

   An increased Coalition and Afghan National 
Security Forces presence on the road, which con-
nects Kajaki in the north and Sangin in the south, 
has already helped to deter the Taliban from in-
habiting these key strategic areas in Helmand.
   “While attacking to clear through Ka-
jaki and Sangin, coalition forces have cre-
ated sufficient standoff between themselves 
[and] the enemy,” reported Lt. Col. Daniel 
H. Dubbs, commanding officer of 7th ESB.
     The structures being built along the road 
vary in size and scope, but will all ben-
efit Coalition forces and ANSF currently 
fighting from Sangin to Kajaki. According 
to Dubbs, these structures will be a place 
where Marines and their Afghan counter-
parts can conduct operational planning, as 
well as take some much needed rest. 
     “With a constant presence in the [upper Sangin 
Valley], Kajaki, and along Route 611 coalition 
forces are provided the ability to maintain over 
watch over critical infrastructure, interact with 
the locals and their elders, and provide the ci-
vilian population with security as they eliminate 
the enemy presence in the area,” said Dubbs.
     The building projects also have a higher 
purpose – to keep locals safe and increase their 
freedom of movement. Village stability plat-
forms are specifically designed to protect local 
populations from dangerous insurgent activity, 
as well as host key leader engagements where 
village elders and senior coalition leaders meet 
to ensure the villagers’ needs are being met.
     “Freedom of movement for the Afghan peo-
ple in this area will mean great access to com-
merce, trade, [and] goods and services, which 
are critical to promote stability,” said Rizzo.
    “My combat logistics patrols have already 
experienced a great change in the way the lo-
cals react to us while traveling this route, such as 
people waving and children giving thumbs up,” 
he concluded.



Staff Sgt.
William J. Hermann

Job: Sustance Abuse Control
Hometown: Pittsburgh

Q: Why did you join the Marine 
Corps?
A: “I was inspired to enlist in a 
U.S. military service by my fa-
ther, becasue he was not able to 
and the Marine Corps is the most 
honorable service to serve.

Q: What is your favorite uni-
form and why?
A: “I prefer the Dress Blue 
Alpha uniform, because it is 
traditional, classy and is easily 
identified as a symbol of the 
United States Marine Corps.

Q: Do you have a hero? 
A: “Yes, my father, because he 
is why I am who I am.”
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Dedicated
CLR-27 SACO honored as best in East
Pfc. Franklin E. Mercado
2nd MLG Public Affairs                          

CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C. – A Pitts-
burgh, native was recognized as the 
Marine Corps Installations East’s Sub-
stance Abuse Control Officer of the 
Year Oct. 25.
   Staff Sgt. William J. Hermann, a substance 
abuse control officer with Combat Logistics 
Regiment 27, 2nd Marine Logistics Group, was 
honored with the award for his dedication to his 
work, and though he takes his job seriously, that 
wasn’t always the case, 
Hermann explains.
    “When I was first 
told that I was go-
ing to be the SACO 
I wasn’t too happy 
about it,” he said. “I 
didn’t like the idea 
of having to do urinalysis every day.”
    When he first took the reigns as the 
regiment’s SACO, it was apparent he 
didn’t know what to expect; however, he 
quickly learned there was more to it than 
just taking urinalysis.
   “As I kept working and learned more 
about what I was doing, I began to enjoy it 
a lot more,” Hermann said. “I began to re-
alize that people doing this job really help 
Marines, not catch them. Marines can come 

to us for help with their drug and alcohol 
abuse problems. Working with them is the 
best part of the job.”
   Hermann earned this award as he says 
goodbye to the SACO field and enters a 
new chapter in his career. He will be report-
ing Marine Corps Security Guard Battalion 
aboard Quantico, Va., to begin training for 
MSG duty. It’s something he’s wanted to 
do for a long time.
    “I’m excited about this opportunity,” Her-
mann said. “I’ve wanted to do a B-billet, and 
being a military policeman by trade, natu-

rally, I wanted to do 
MSG duty.”
     It’s an opportu-
nity he doesn’t take 
lightly. He’ll take on 
the challenge with 
someone in mind, he 
said.

    “My dad was a big influence on a lot 
of the things I’ve done thus far,” Hermann 
said. “He wanted to join the Marine Corps 
back in his day, but he couldn’t because of 
an ailment. That’s the reason I joined.”
    The 14-year veteran isn’t ready to call 
it quits, he mentioned, and though he will 
be leaving the unit for a new journey, Her-
mann still keeps working with his fellow 
SACOs’ at the regiment and proves that his 
award wasn’t luck, but skill.

“I began to realize that 
people doing this job really 

help Marines.”
Staff Sgt. William J. Hermann
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236th 
Marine Corps Birthday

 A Message from the Commanding General of the 2d Marine Logistics Group

On November 10th we celebrate the 236th birthday of our beloved Corps. For the past 10 years, Marines and Sailors of 
the 2d Marine Logistics Group have served honorably in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as in humanitar-
ian missions around the world. On this most memorable day, I want to thank you for your service to our Corps and 
to our nation.

When elements of the 2d Marine Logistics Group deployed to Afghanistan in February of 2011, my guidance was to 
take care of the grunts, take care of the equipment and take care of our Afghan partners. Thanks to your courage, 
hard work and dedication, you have accomplished this with professionalism and distinction. The team at Camp Leje-
une has done a tremendous job of generating forces for the fight, supporting the Marine Expeditionary Units and 
supporting the II Marine Expeditionary Force. Both the 2d Marine Logistics Group (Forward) in Afghanistan and the 
2d Marine Logistics Group (Force Generation Element) at home have done great work under very demanding condi-
tions and the Sergeant Major, Command Master Chief and I want to extend to you our sincere thanks and apprecia-
tion for your exemplary service and selfless sacrifice.

To our Marines and Sailors inside and outside the wire in Afghanistan, thank you for a job well done.

To the Marines we have lost and had wounded in combat in Afghanistan, you will never be forgotten and you and 
your families have our unrelenting admiration and support.

To our Marines and Sailors in the United States, preparing and training for deployment, thank you for your com-
mitment, dedication and focus.

To our civilian work force, families and friends that support us each day, thank you for your continued and much 
appreciated support.

To all Marines, Sailors and families of the 2d Marine Logistics Group, 
Happy Birthday and Semper Fidelis!

Michael G. Dana, 
Brigadier General, U.S. Marine Corps

Lt. Col. David S. 
Gibbs (left), the com-

manding officer of 
Marine Air-Ground 

Task Force Support 
Battalion 11.2, 2nd 

Marine Logistics 
Group (Forward), 
cuts a traditional 

Marine Corps birth-
day cake during the 
unit’s 236th Marine 

Corps Birthday 
celebration aboard 

Camp Leatherneck, 
Afghanistan, Nov. 9.
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Photos compiled by Combat Camera and 2nd MLG Public Affairs
(Above) Marines and Sailors with the 2nd Marine Logistics Group hit the pavement during the 
unit’s Marine Corps Birthday Run aboard Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C., Nov. 8. The 
run was followed by a traditional cake-cutting ceremony at Soifert Field. Other traditions include 
the recognition of the oldest and youngest Marines present and the reading the Gen. John A. 
Lejeune’s birthday message. (Right, Top) Marines with MSB 11.2 take a brief pause in daily opera-
tions to celebrate the Corps’ birthday aboard Forward Operating Base Nolay, Afghanistan, Nov. 
10. (Right, Center) A cake honoring the 236th Marine Corps Birthday aboard Forward Operating 
Base Nolay, Afghanistan, Nov. 10. (Right, Bottom) As the oldest Marine present at the Headquar-
ters and Service Company (FWD)’s birthday celebration aboard Camp Leatherneck, Afghanistan, 
Nov. 10, Col. Kenneth Enzor, 2nd MLG (FWD) chief of staff), takes a bite of cake before passing it 
to the youngest Marine present. This symbolizes the passing of knowledge. 

The 2nd Marine Logistics Group (Forward) Color Guard prepares to march during the 
Headquarters and Service Company (FWD) Marine Corps birthday celebration aboard 
Camp Leatherneck, Afghanistan, Nov. 10
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Photo by Sgt. Justin J. Shemanski
Sgt. Jonathan Hill, the air delivery chief for Landing Support Company, 2nd Marine Logistics Group (Forward), was presented with the Marine 
Corps League’s Sergeant Harry D. Myers Award at a ceremony aboard Marine Corps Base Quantico, Va., Sept. 28.

Hill Named Marine Corps League Award Recipient

Courtesy Photo
Sgt. Jonathan Hill (center) receives a con-
gratulatory handshake from Sgt. Maj. Michael 
Barrett, sergeant major of the Marine Corps, 
during an awards ceremony aboard Marine 
Corps Base Quantico, Va., Sept. 28.

Sgt. Justin J. Shemanski
2nd MLG (FWD) Public Affairs              

CAMP LEATHERNECK, Afghanistan – 
“It’s a direct reflection of every Marine at 
2nd Air Delivery.”
    During a break in his year-long tour to 
Afghanistan, Kansas City, Mo., native Sgt. 
Jonathan Hill proudly walked across a 
stage aboard Marine Corps Base Quantico, 
Va., Sept. 28, to claim the Marine Corps 
League’s Sergeant Harry D. Myers Award.
    The moment was his, but Hill, the air 
delivery chief with Landing Support Com-
pany, 2nd Marine Logistics Group (For-
ward), noted during an interview back in 
his parachute loft aboard Camp Leather-
neck Nov. 7, that it was a total team effort 
that got him there.
    The award is bestowed annually upon 
an enlisted Marine within a combat ser-
vice support element of the operational 
forces whose contributions have signifi-
cantly impacted operations and readiness 

within the unit assigned. 
   For the 2nd MLG (FWD), Hill was 
their man.
    After arriving in country last February, 
Hill took it upon himself to take an already 
solid support program - thanks to the efforts 
of his predecessors with 1st Air Delivery, 
based aboard MCB Camp Pendleton, Calif. 
- and increase its efficiency and tempo even 

further. The first changes were implement-
ed after he made several visits to others in 
the parachute rigger community.
    “I looked into what the Army was do-
ing here and also went to Kandahar, Ba-
gram and Al Udeid Air Base in Qatar,” 
explained Hill. 
    Changes he introduced within his own 
unit included the transition from stationary 
to assembly line-style rigging and modifi-
cations to the preparation phase of upcom-
ing drops. In doing so, his team has dou-
bled the amount of drops completed when 
compared to previous months.
    “My predecessor with 1st Air Delivery 
had a lot of the same things in mind before 
they left, but just didn’t have the time to 
push through them,” he said. “We had the 
time to turn their intent into action.”
    Hill noted that his team has greatly in-
creased the survival rate of their drops due to 
changes in the packing process. They have

See HILL, Page 7

Action
Turning Intent 
Into



Commanding General   Public Affairs Officers   Public Affairs Chief
Brig. Gen. Michael G. Dana  1st Lt. Joshua Smith    Staff Sgt. Theresa E. Seng
    2nd Lt. James F. Stenger (FWD)
Sergeant Major      Press Chief
Sgt. Maj. William T. Stables  Combat Correspondents Sgt. Justin J. Shemanski (FWD) 
    Sgt. Rachael K. Moore 
Command Master Chief Cpl. Bruno J. Bego
CMDCM Russell W. Folley  Cpl. Katherine M. Solano (FWD)
    Pfc. Franklin E. Mercado
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HILL,
continued from Page 6              

also cut the loading and assem-
bly time of a Container Delivery 
System bundle from 20 minutes 
to a mere 10. 
    In perhaps one of their 
grandest accomplishments to 
date, they have dropped nearly 
3 million pounds of food, wa-
ter and ammunition to front-
line troops. This includes di-
rect support to reconnaissance 
Marines as well as elements of 
the 2nd Marine Division and 
Georgia’s 33rd Light Infantry 
Battalion as they conduct com-
bat and security operations in 
Helmand province.
    Just a few months remain in 
his deployment, but the work 
ethic that prompted Hill’s supe-
riors to recommend him for the 
Myer’s Award it still evident.    
Three million is an ambitious 
number in any context, but for 
the Marines of 2nd Air Delivery, 
the sky is the limit. They would 
still like to clear three and a half 
million pounds of drops before 
redeploying, he said. 
    “It was an honor to represent 
the MLG in Quantico,” said 
Hill, who also made note of the 
fact that he was the only Marine 
present at the awards presenta-
tion who actually flew in from 
Afghanistan. 
    “…But I enjoy my job and was 
just doing what any Marine would 
do. We do our best at all times.”

Dancon March

Photos courtesy of Sgt. Clayton Lassiter
Marines attached to 2nd Marine 
Logistics Group (Forward) joined 
troops from all over the world to 
participate in the Danish Contingent 
(Dancon) March at Camp Bastion, 
Afghanistan, Nov. 6. The 25-kilo-
meter march is an individual effort 
event that requires each participant 
to carry a weighted pack and every 
one who finishes the grueling con-
test within 5 hours is awarded a cer-
tificate of completion and medal. For 
more than 30 years, the Royal Dan-
ish Army has hosted such events 
wherever its troops are deployed.


