
Platoon 1096’s recruits 
pushed through Noo-
nan’s Casualty Evacua-
tion at Page Field during 
the Crucible, Dec. 8. The 
event simulates a scenario 
in which recruits have to 
evacuate their wounded 
comrades.

The course began with 
the recruits running from 
a simulated helicopter 
crash site while carrying 
recruits posing as casu-
alties along a stretch of 
wooded terrain.

“If you leave with 16 Ma-
rines, then you come back 
with 16,” said Staff Sgt. 
Noe Castillo, senior drill 
instructor of Platoon 1096, 
Bravo Company, 1st Re-
cruit Training Battalion.

Recruits are chosen to 
be casualties and must 
be carried by their fellow 
recruits just as Marines 
would do in a real situa-
tion, Castillo said.

The course can be tiring 
on recruits, both mentally 
and physically.

“It was very challenging, 
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Bravo saves their own  
during Crucible event
Lance Cpl. 
Michael Rogers
Staff Writer

Photo by Lance Cpl. Michael Rogers
Rct. Brandon Brown from Platoon 1096, Bravo 
Company, 1st Recruit Training Battalion, carries his 
fellow recruit, Rct. Anthony Bloss, from Raleigh, N.C., 
through Noonan's Casualty Evacuation during the 
Crucible, Dec. 8 at Page Field.

The deputy director of 
Parris Island’s regional 
contracting office was 
awarded the Navy’s third 
highest civilian medal 
Dec. 6.

Linda Stroh earned the 
Navy Meritorious Civilian 
Service Award after 38 
years of civil service for 
the Marine Corps.

“I have enjoyed work-
ing on Parris Island, and 
it has been an honor being 
part of the Marine Corps 
team[and making a differ-
ence]” she said. “I will miss 
my Marine Corps family as 
I enter retirement.”

Stroh began working at 
the depot January 1974 
and held five different 
jobs since then. She is 
scheduled to retire Janu-
ary 2012.

Depot icon retires 
after 38 years 
Lance Cpl. 
Michael Rogers
Staff Writer

Marine Corps Community Services South Carolina will host a gift wrapping 
service at the Parris Island exchange, Dec. 16 - 17 and 19 - 23. The event will 
from 2 - 8 p.m. on all days except for Dec. 17, which will run from 2 - 6 p.m.

The service is only available for purchases made at the exchange. For more 
information, call 228-1662.

Courtesy photo
Linda Stroh, deputy director of Parris Island’s regional 
contracting office, was awarded the Navy Meritorious 
Civilian Service Award after 38 years of service.

Photo by Lance Cpl. F. J. Abundes
A recruit with Papa Company, 4th Recruit Training Battalion, climbs a net rope as part of Battle of Mariana Islands, a part of the Crucible, Dec. 9 at Page Field.



Pvt. E. J. Albarrcin, Pvt. C. A. Ayala Jr., Pvt. V. F. Baldini, Pfc. M. A. Benedict, Pvt. A. H. Bowden, Pvt. J. D. Brown, Pfc. E. D. Browning 
Jr., Pvt. J. A. Carpenter, Pvt. A. C. Casper, Pfc. R. M . Cervantes, Pvt. M. A. Ciance Jr., Pfc. J. A. Collins, Pvt. A. L. Cortes, Pvt. G. M. 
Day, Pvt. D. G. Death, Pvt. J. V. Deblasio II, Pvt. A. Delavega, Pfc. A. P. Detommaso, Pfc. D. J. Dibiase, Pvt. T. L. Duplechian, Pvt. C. S. 

Duquebeltran, Pvt. C. M. Edler, Pvt. E. I. Feliciano, Pvt. D. Filliez, Pvt. J. D. Fiore, Pfc. D. A. Garrett, Pfc. M. A Gillette, Pfc. S. J. Greenwood Jr., Pvt. R. K. Greff, Pvt. 
M. J. Grenier III, Pfc. R. G. Heslip II, Pvt. P. A. Hine, Pfc. F. M. Hinspeter II, Pvt. O. A. Hurtadomejia, Pvt. D. T. Inge, Pvt. Z. Karderinis, Pvt. K. M. Karshick, Pvt. M. 
G. Kudaligamage, Pfc. A. S. Kutlucinar, Pvt. S. A. Larocque, Pvt. K. N. Lemus, Pvt. N. P. Linn, Pvt. J. R. Livingston, Pvt. B. T. Lorys, Pvt. D. M. MacKenzie, Pfc. M. C. 
Maloney, Pvt. I. L. Marcano, Pvt. C. B. McDonough, Pfc. M. W. McKeon, Pvt. V. M. Mendez, Pvt. J. S. MooreJones, Pvt. J. T. Murray, Pvt. V. A. Oquendo, Pvt. T. J. 
Ouillette, Pvt. C. L. Pullen, Pvt. J. M. Raimondi, Pfc. E. Ramirez, Pvt. C. J. Rapos, Pvt. B. K. Reese Jr., Pvt. C. R. Rice, Pvt. C. E. Rodriguez, Pfc. J. A. Rosario, Pvt. T. R. 
Russell, Pvt. Y. T. Samir, Pfc. R. K. Shaw, Pvt. J. R. Siebold, Pfc. P. M. Simpson, Pvt. A. J. Smothers, Pvt. D. P. Sullivan, Pvt. S. J. Szendi, Pfc. K. D. Thomas, Pvt. C. P. 
Timian, Pvt. D. L. VargasRomero, Pvt. M. P. Watt, Pvt. W. M. Watts, Pvt. P. R. Workman, Pvt. D. R. Zeigler, Pfc. E. T. Zeitler

Pfc. N. R. Abram, Pvt. J. S. Arenas, Pvt. J. Arreola, Pfc. J. S. Blankenship, Pvt. A. M. Bloss, Pfc. C. G. Bossi, Pvt. D. T. Brantley, Pfc. B. S. 
Brown, Pfc. G. E. Carlisle, Pvt. J. A. Carlton, Pfc. D. M. Cash, Pfc. M. J. Casper, Pvt. C. D. Chambers, Pvt. R. R. Clayton II, Pvt. R. T. 

Coleman, Pfc. K. W. Covington, Pvt. J. R. Dail, Pvt. C. P. Deyton Jr., Pvt. G. I. Drew, Pvt. J. L. Dyal, Pvt. G. C. Fonceca, Pvt. J. A. Frazeur, Pvt. W. F. Garrett, Pvt. T. L. Greene, 
Pfc. C. L. Guimond, Pvt. J. W. Gullick, Pfc. C. S. Hayslip, Pvt. C. T. Henrickson, Pfc. P. M. Herman, Pfc. R. J. Hicks, Pfc. M. A. Higginbotham, Pfc. B. J. Hildreth, Pvt. M. C. 
Hinson, Pvt. M. S. Hossain, Pfc. D. R. Hudson, Pvt. C. T. Johnson, Pvt. B. T. Jones, Pvt. E. A. Jones, Pvt. S. A. Lanier, Pvt. M. J. Lewis, Pvt. Z. E. Livingston III, Pvt. T. M. 
Livingston, Pfc. L. Juan, Pvt. K. R. Lucero, Pfc. J. C. McCarty, Pvt. J. D. McFalls, Pvt. M. P. McGillicuddy, Pvt. T. A. McKinnon, Pvt. P. T. Meadows, Pvt. S. J. Newsome, Pvt. 
T. Olter, Pvt. F. A. Panella, Pfc. J. M. Pruitt, Pfc. P. M. Joseph, Pvt. C. T. Robertson, Pfc. R. J. Rooney, Pvt. K. T. Rowe, Pvt. J. D. Rusnak III, Pvt. J. P. Russo, Pvt. C. A. Ryan, 
Pfc. J. C. Sewell, Pvt. S. C. Sink, Pvt. K. R. Smith, Pfc. C. G. Spivey Jr., Pvt. W. J. Spoon, Pvt. B. J. Steele, Pfc. B. E. Tingle, Pvt. C. D. Treadaway, Pvt. R. Vazquez, Pvt. J. R. 
Watkins, Pvt. M. L. Weathers, Pfc. M. S. Whitley, Pfc. W. J. Wilkerson, Pvt. T. D. Wilkerson, Pvt. W. S. Wilkins, Pvt. D. J. Witmer, Pvt. B. L. Yako

Pvt. W. S. Alford, Pvt. S. A. Alharbi, Pvt. C. Ann, Pfc. A. J. Blakenship, Pfc. A. C. Blankenship, Pfc. V. C. Bordonaro, Pfc. R. J. Brennan, 
Pvt. T. J. Burse, Pvt. J. P. Calliontzis, Pvt. T. G. Carpenter, Pfc. D. W. Carraway, Pfc. C. L. Castillo, Pvt. C. P. Castillo, Pvt. A. M. Chang, 
Pvt. A. D. Coutumas, Pfc. J. D. CuevaHernandez, Pvt. M. S. Dascoli, Pvt. W. B. Davis, Pvt. J. A. DelosSantos, Pvt. N. M. Divittorio, Pvt. 

D. D. Dow, Pvt. M. C. Dunn II, Pvt. J.  Duroseau, Pvt. S. E. Fendler, Pfc. M. Fiallo, Pfc. C. L. Fielder, Pfc. S. M. Fontanez, Pvt. K. P. Fouhy, Pfc. C. K. Gardner, Pvt. M. 
A. Genelien, Pvt. D. G. Grass, Pvt. S. D. Graziosi, Pfc. W. S. Hamilton, Pvt. A. S. Hooghuis, Pfc. T. A. Hooper, Pvt. T. A. Hopkins, Pvt. A. J. Houston, Pvt. D.  Huang, Pvt. 
B. M. Huff, Pfc. D. E. Jose, Pvt. T. S. Kelley Jr., Pfc. S. L. Klein, Pvt. A. P. Knox, Pvt. K. T. Lamar, Pvt. R. S. Lashomb, Pvt. A. J. Lee, Pfc. E. L. Leon, Pvt. R. E. Lidgard, 
Pvt. A. A. Magana, Pvt. D. G. Mann, Pfc. J. M. Maples, Pfc. I. J. Marrow, Pvt. T. W. Merritt, Pvt. N. A. Montoya, Pvt. S. J. Muhammad, Pvt. M. R. Newman, Pvt. W. S. 
Patrick, Pfc. T. D. Pattillo, Pvt. J. E. Pomeroy, Pvt. M. A. Richard Jr., Pvt. S.  RiveraMorel, Pfc. O. T. Roberts, Pvt. M. E. Rodriguez, Pvt. L. C. Samuel, Pfc. S. L. Schmitz, 
Pvt. E.  SemanJarrez, Pvt. J. C. Shepard, Pvt. S. P. Sochacki, Pvt. R. J. Soggs, Pvt. J. B. Sutphin Jr., Pfc. T. A. Taylor, Pvt. T. J. Tillison, Pvt. C. G. Vangennep, Pvt. C. D. 
Vassallo, Pvt. M. A. Wheeler, Pvt. C. M. Wilkison, Pfc. C. J. Wolfe

Pvt. J. S. Adams, Pvt. A. A. Artiga, Pvt. K. S. Bandoo, Pvt. M. J. Baney, Pvt. P. A. Beardslee, Pfc. J. R. Binkley, Pvt. W. F. Bixler, Pfc. C. 
M. Burgess, Pvt. A. J. Cerbus, Pvt. Z. A. Chiles, Pvt. J. D. Coffelt, Pvt. B. S. Cooney, Pvt. M. V. Crespo, Pvt. C. D. Crutchfield, Pvt. J. M. 
Curtis, Pvt. M. A. Curtis, Pvt. A. J. Dashner, Pvt. H. R. Davis, Pvt. N. T. Day, Pvt. J. F. Decker, Pvt. Z. D. Defevers, Pfc. K. M. Degener, 

Pfc. A. L. Demunn, Pfc. W. Diazmorales, Pvt. R. L. Dibattiste, Pfc. C. M. Fago, Pvt. T. M. Farnstrom, Pvt. J. P. Fetterhoff, Pvt. N. A. Fiame, Pvt. E. A. Guardado, Pvt. D. 
L. Harris, Pvt. J. R. Hernandez, Pfc. M. A. Hernandez, Pvt. E. B. Hoff, Pvt. J. R. Hogenauer, Pfc. K. L. Hughes, Pvt. J. C. Jacobs, Pfc. R. C. James, Pvt. J. L. Johnson II, 
Pvt. K. R. Jones Jr., Pvt. J. R. Lamothe, Pfc. C. R. Legeune, Pvt. J. M. Lockett, Pfc. C. M. Lopez, Pvt. C. MartinezCortes, Pvt. J. D. Mobley, Pfc. C. W. Niemeyer, Pfc. C. 
E. Padillasierra, Pfc. P. R. Parsons, Pvt. D. Perez, Pvt. J. R. Phelps, Pfc. J. A. Pinzon, Pvt. J. D. Pitts, Pvt. N. J. Quella, Pfc. A. M. Quinones, Pfc. J. R. Renelique, Pfc. V. 
E. Richardson, Pfc. J. M. Rosscave, Pfc. Z. P. Schneider, Pvt. C. A. Seiei, Pvt. T. A. Seltenreich, Pvt. S. E. Sharrak, Pvt. E. A. Shippy III, Pvt. C. A. Sprankle, Pvt. M. J. 
Swanson, Pvt. R. B. Tillman, Pvt. M. A. Watson, Pvt. B. C. Werth, Pfc. C. T. Wiegers, Pvt. H. D. Wilson, Pvt. K. S. Wulff

Pvt. T. S. Alexander, Pvt. D. A. Anderson, Pvt. E. L. Andrews III, Pfc. W. R. Averett, Pfc. S. M. Baker, Pvt. M. S. Banks, Pvt. A. J. Barbera, 
Pvt. N. O. Bonacci, Pvt. J. D. Bond, Pvt. B. J. Brewington, Pvt. P. A. Brooks, Pvt. C. S. Brown, Pfc. P. J. Carroll IV, Pfc. A. T. Chaney, Pvt. 
Z. T. Crouch, Pvt. A. R. Cura, Pvt. D. T. Daniels, Pvt. R. Deleo V, Pvt. P. D. Dempsey, Pvt. J. B. Dominguez, Pvt. R. W. Duehring, Pfc. K. 

B. Dyar, Pvt. M. S. Gambill, Pvt. I. R. Gomes, Pfc. J. R. Grawey, Pvt. G. E. Gray, Pfc. M. L. Hall II, Pvt. J. T. Hayes, Pvt. T. B. Henson, Pvt. J. W. Hill, Pvt. W. P. Hinson, 
Pvt. S. H. Jordan, Pfc. C. P. Kelly II, Pvt. D. E. Ladouceur, Pvt. C. W. Lockert, Pvt. T. J. Loury, Pvt. W. L. Maynard Jr., Pvt. J. A. McCall, Pfc. C. I. McCloud, Pfc. S. O. 
McCrickard, Pvt. C. E. McGathey, Pvt. B. A. Miller, Pvt. D. H. Molett IV, Pvt. B. C. Morrison, Pfc. A. M. Ortiz, Pvt. C. S. Owen, Pvt. B. A. Parks, Pfc. C. H. Payne, Pvt. 
S. R. Petras, Pvt. J. L. Pickerill, Pfc. G. Ramos, Pvt. A. V. Reyna, Pvt. C. L. Rice, Pvt. J. J. Rife, Pvt. J. A. Roberson, Pvt. H. Rodriguez, Pvt. E. RosalesHernandez, Pvt. J. 
A. Ruiz Jr., Pfc. G. D. Samra, Pvt. C. M. Schaf, Pvt. M. A. Sinclair, Pvt. J. D. Smith, Pvt. J. S. Smith, Pvt. W. D. Stallings, Pfc. D. K. Stidham, Pvt. J. E. Talley, Pvt. T. N. 
Tomlin, Pvt. D. M. Tracy, Pvt. R. N. Utter, Pvt. A. C. Verdi, Pvt. J. M. Wadsworth, Pfc. J. D. Watson, Pvt. L. B. Whisenhunt, Pfc. D. M. Wilker, Pfc. T. E. Williams, Pfc. 
D. M. Willis, Pvt. A. S. Wilson, Pvt. C. D. Winsett, Pfc. R. M. Witkowski, Pvt. T. W. Wright

Pvt. J. J. Acevedo, Pvt. D. M. Allen, Pfc. B. Alzate, Pfc. C. W. Baer, Pvt. B. J. Basham, Pvt. T. P. Brown, Pvt. R. P. Butler, Pvt. B. M. Capach, 
Pvt. D. J. Carfora, Pvt. W. Cody, Pvt. B. J. Contreras, Pvt. R. J. Curtin, Pvt. M. S. Davis, Pvt. D. Diaz, Pvt. D. J. Distin, Pfc. J. T. Dixon, 
Pvt. A. P. Donahue, Pvt. K. A. Dorfield, Pfc. D. I. Driscoll, Pvt. T. C. DunstonCarter, Pvt. J. R. EschenBrenner, Pfc. N. C. Fields, Pfc. J. R. 

Fox, Pfc. N. D. Funk, Pvt. W. A. Gaviria, Pvt. J. J. Gomez, Pvt. M. P. Goulet, Pfc. R. M. Guglielmo, Pfc. J. S. Gutierrez, Pvt. N. M. Hand, Pvt. D. D. Harrisford, Pfc. T. D. 
Haywood Jr., Pvt. J. M. Henry, Pvt. E. Jimenez, Pvt. G. B. Johnson, Pvt. T. N. Kha, Pvt. J. D. Kincaid II, Pfc. Q. M. Le, Pfc. M. S. Leary, Pvt. C. D. McDonald, Pvt. J. C. 
McNeil, Pvt. O. A. Mendezpaz, Pvt. B. T. Mims, Pfc. A. T. Mosley, Pvt. D. J. Moussavi, Pvt. J. Murphy, Pvt. R. M. Murphy, Pvt. G. A. Noskowiak Jr., Pvt. Z. M. Olbrys, 
Pvt. M. W . Ouden, Pvt. M. A. Peek, Pvt. K. A. Phelps, Pvt. J. R. Pilkington, Pfc. N. A. Podboreski, Pfc. L. A. Portilloreyes, Pfc. D. M. Puckett, Pvt. J. Reinstein, Pfc. A. 
J. Rice, Pfc. E. M. Ruckel, Pfc. C. J. Seigh, Pvt. T. D. Seigler, Pvt. Q. M. Simmons, Pvt. J. D. Sirimartinez, Pfc. C. D. Smith, Pvt. S. M. Spinks, Pfc. J. A. Stephens, Pfc. D. 
S. Stevens, Pfc. T. W. Stone Jr., Pfc. R. D. Stover III, Pvt. F. M. Strine, Pvt. B. E. Swain, Pfc. S. P. Sweeney, Pvt. J. L. Tallhamer, Pfc. F. J. Vargas, Pfc. J. T. Verdree, Pvt. 
C. A. Voorhees, Pvt. N. J. Wible, Pvt. K. M. Williamson
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Bravo and papa company graduates
Pfc. J. C. Sewell, Woodstock, Ga. 

Platoon 1096, Sewell was recruited by
Staff Sgt. Harris and trained by Staff Sgt. Castillo

Pfc. N. Wible, Washington, Pa.
Platoon 1097, Wible was recruited by

Gunnery Sgt. Finger and trained by Gunnery Sgt. Williams

Pfc. W. Heatherly, Mechanicburg, Pa.
Platoon 1100, Heatherly was recruited by

Staff Sgt. Rogers and trained by Sgt. Henderson

Pfc. M. L. Hall II, Stoneville, N.C.
Platoon 1098, Hall was recruited by

Staff Sgt. Santos and trained by Staff Sgt. Canevari

Pfc. F. M. Hinspeter, Harrington, Del.
Platoon 1101, Hinspeter was recruited by

Staff Sgt. Arroyo and trained by Sgt. Hernandez
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Bravo Honor Graduates

Platoon 1096

Pfc. C. Moore, Cleveland
Platoon 1102, Moore was recruited by

Staff Sgt. Torres and trained by Staff Sgt. Lowther

Pfc. K. Plata, Kensington, Md.
Platoon 4040, Plata was recruited by

Sgt. Gonzales and trained by Staff Sgt. Bacolod

Pfc. V. A. Kiszka, Bristol, Conn.
Platoon 4041, Kiszka was recruited by

Sgt. Wetherspoon and trained by Sgt. Charbonneau

Papa Honor Graduates

Platoon 1099

Platoon 1100

Platoon 1101

Platoon 1098

Platoon 1097

Pvt. A. N. Ahmed, Pvt. C. I. Amorosdiaz, Pfc. V. H. Benavideslemus, Pfc. S. B. Blackall, Pvt. C. M. Braun, Pfc. Q. D. Brown, Pvt. C. A. 
Cantrell, Pvt. D. M. Corkery, Pvt. O. J. Crum, Pfc. A. M. Dallas, Pvt. J. M. Dern,Pvt. S. Z. Desind, Pvt. T. M. Dewar, Pvt. E. M. Deya, Pvt. A. 
J. Diaz, Pvt. T. Q. Do, Pvt. E. H. Drake, Pvt. M. A. Echeverriamorante, Pfc. C. J. Frabotta, Pvt. E. D. Garber, Pvt. S. M. Garvey, Pvt. M. M. 

Gomes, Pvt. J. T. Gullett, Pvt. D. D. Howe, Pfc. T. K. Hughes, Pfc. L. B. Jacobs, Pfc. A. E. Keller, Pfc. K. E. Kessinger, Pvt. L. E. Keyes, Pvt. C. G. Klein, Pvt. Q. W. Larkin, Pvt. 
A. J. Laurie, Pvt. W. M. Lee, Pvt. L. T. Lees, Pvt. T. W. Lindsay, Pvt. F. S. Lituma, Pfc. J. H. McDowell, Pvt. S. E. Mijangoschavarria, Pfc. M. B. Montgomery, Pfc. C. Moore 
III, Pvt. K. B. Mullen, Pvt. J. I. Munoz, Pvt. M. A. Ozkan, Pvt. L. W. Palmer, Pvt. T. Pasang, Pfc. M. L. Piechowski, Pvt. J. L. Polanc, Pvt. S. J. Potes, Pfc. J. K. Puha, Pvt. J. K. 
Riley, Pvt. I. X. Rivera, Pfc. R. C. Rivera, Pvt. J. V. Rodriguez, Pvt. J. R. Romine, Pvt. A. L. Rooney, Pfc. B. T. Roosa, Pvt. D. A. Routh, Pfc. C. E. Roy III, Pfc. J. F. Rush, Pvt. G. 
A. Salas, Pfc. M. C. Scuderi, Pvt. B. J. Sowers, Pfc. B. Stlouis, Pvt. M. E. Swartz, Pvt. N. G. Symansky, Pvt. H. C. Taylor, Pfc. S. D. Thomas, Pfc. M. J. Timpanaro, Pvt. C. J. 
Tomblin, Pvt. A. J. Vanwoudenberg, Pvt. D. J. Vasquez, Pvt. L. R. Vincent Jr., Pvt. E. M. Vorce, Pvt. S. C. Watson, Pvt. B. J. Whaley, Pvt. T. B. Willett

Platoon 1102

Pvt. F. C. Altamiranodelgado, Pvt. A. M. Bak, Pfc. T. A. Bales, Pvt. F. N. Barrow, Pvt. M. A. Bates, Pfc. R. M. Borges, Pvt. L. M. Bowman, 
Pvt. K. K. Bynum, Pvt. M. R. Catalina, Pvt. A. L. Cavazos, Pvt. C. G. Chanchavac, Pvt. A. I. Charroud, Pvt. E. R. Elenbum, Pvt. S. D. Ellis, 
Pvt. D. G. Figueroa, Pvt. J. Gatica, Pvt. A. E. Gilchrest, Pvt. L. A. Gregson, Pvt. D. Grimes, Pvt. E. J. Harper, Pvt. M. D. Hester, Pvt. K. 

M. Hunter, Pvt. C. M. Johnsonralph, Pfc. S. E. Kerns, Pvt. S. D. Lambert, Pvt. S. N. Lambert, Pvt. B. L. Latham, Pvt. A. D. Lee, Pfc. K. E. Mulleavey, Pvt. L. E. Penland, 
Pfc. K. A. Plata, Pfc. R. A. Pollard, Pfc. C. O. Pool, Pvt. D. R. Poynter, Pvt. K. M. Rivera, Pfc. A. E. Salas, Pvt. M. M. Sauer, Pfc. E. M. Schenck, Pvt. A. S. Simsmedlin, 
Pfc. A. M. Sutton, Pfc. T. A. Threat, Pvt. C. J. Vanbibber, Pvt. Y. Vargas, Pvt. B. A. Warwick, Pvt. J. A. Wilson

Platoon 4040

Pvt. R. A. Alvarez, Pfc. J. M. Bartlett, Pvt. S. E. Belleperche, Pvt. R. P. Campbell, Pvt. D. S. Carlo, Pvt. J. V. Cortezmalpica, Pvt. Y. E. 
Flores, Pvt. J. Giurici, Pvt. C. A. Gonzalez, Pvt. V. A. Greenlee, Pfc. E. D. Hance, Pfc. C. R. Heckathorn, Pvt. S. E. Henriquez, Pvt. A. 
M. Hetrick, Pvt. B. M. Holley, Pfc. N. M. Janelle, Pvt. K. R. Johnston, Pvt. K. E. Kaasch, Pvt. A. C. Kimmel, Pfc. V. A. Kiszka, Pfc. T. R. 

Krebsbach, Pfc. C. M. Lack, Pvt. P. K. Long, Pvt. N. M. Louthanramirez, Pvt. T. A. Milligan, Pvt. M. D. Morris, Pvt. T. L. Nguyen, Pfc. C. Ortiz, Pvt. G. M. Perrone, Pvt. 
A. H. Reed, Pvt. A. R. Roybal, Pfc. A. Sanchez, Pvt. K. E. Schaum, Pfc. P. R. Segundo, Pfc. N. R. Stands, Pvt. T. M. Storey, Pvt. D. M. Strait, Pfc. D. R. Surrat, Pvt. B. C. 
Vanham, Pfc. M. M. Villareal, Pvt. H. N. Weppler, Pvt. S. D. Whitson, Pvt. J. N. Wilson, Pvt. P. E. Wilson

Platoon 4041

Pfc. V. E. Richardson, Detroit
Platoon 1099, Richardson was recruited by

Staff Sgt. English and trained by Staff Sgt. Colon-Soto
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but I expected it to be,” said Rct.Garrett 
Carlisle, a 20-year-old from Greenco 
Springs, Fla.

When the recruits arrived at the fin-
ishing point Staff Sgt. Dejuan Rudolph, 
a drill instructor from Platoon 1096, in-
structed them to change the casualties 
and start the course over again. He said 
this helps to further instill a combat 
mindset into the recruits.

“You can’t become complacent and 
start thinking it’s all over in combat,” 
Rudolph said. “That’s when you’re most 
likely to get attacked.”

While Noonan’s Casualty Evacuation 
was designed to challenge all recruits, 

some recruits had a harder time than 
others.

Rct. Nicholas Abram, an 18-year-old 
from Smryna, Ga., and the smallest 
recruit in his group, had to carry Car-
lisle, the largest recruit in his platoon, 
from one end of the course to the 
other.

“You don’t get to choose who falls in 
combat,” Castillo said, as he motivated 
Abrams to push through the course.

The recruits’ drill instructors put 
them through the course, hoping that it 
would help prepare them for what may 
wait in the future.

“It’s one of the best events in the Cru-
cible,” Rudolph said.” “It teaches them 
to always be ready and in this job, being 
ready can mean the difference.”

BRAVO
COntinued fROm pAge 1

Photos by Lance Cpl. Michael Rogers
Rct. Christopher Bossi, Platoon 1096, Bravo Company, 1st Recruit Training 
Battalion, drags Rct. Nicholas Abram, Plt. 1096, during an event known as 
Noonan's Casualty Evacuation at Page Field during the Crucible, Dec. 8.

A recruit 
from 
Platoon 

1096 carries a 
dummy that 
simulates 
a casualty 
through the 
woods.

Rct. Brandon Brown, Platoon 1096, crawls along a dirt road during the event. 
Brown is 18 years old from Albany, Ga.

Recruits from Platoon 1096 listen to a briefing about the mission before begining 
Noonan's Casualty Evacuation.

3
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On Dec. 2, President 
Barack Obama signed a 
bill to award Montford 
Point Marines the Con-

gressional Gold Medal.
The medal, which is the 

nation’s highest honor 
awarded to civilians, will 
be awarded to the men 
who became the first 
African-Americans in 
the Marine Corps during 

World War II.
The bill, proposed by 

the House of Represen-
tatives, passed with a 
unanimous decision of 
422-0.

During World War II, 
black Marines were not 
trained at the two tradi-
tional recruit depots of 
Parris Island, S.C., and 
San Diego. They were 
instead segregated and 
trained at Camp Mont-
ford Point in Jacksonville, 
N.C., from 1942 - 1949.

“These men served in 
battle, provided critical 
supplies to those on the 
frontlines and evacuated 
the wounded to safety,” 
wrote Commandant of the 
Marine Corps Gen. James 
Amos in All-Marine Mes-
sage 047/11.

The Montford Point Ma-
rines were involved in all 
of the major battles fought 
in the Pacific, such as Iwo 
Jima, Okinawa and Saipan.

“They did their jobs 
with professionalism and 
ably proved their courage 
in epic battles of the Pacif-
ic,” Amos said in the mes-
sage published Dec. 2.

President Harry S. 
Truman issued Execu-
tive Order 9981 in July 
1948 to end segregation 
in the military. In 1949, 
Camp Montford Point 
was deactivated.

About 20,000 men 
trained at Montford Point 
during the seven years. 
Of that number, close to 

200 men are still alive to-
day.

In remembrance of the 
Montford Point Marines 
and their achievements, 
a portion of the Crucible 
at Parris Island has been 
renamed in their honor.

During this station, re-
cruits discuss the core 
values of being Marines 
among themselves and 
their drill instructors. 
The first recruits to use 
the newly renamed sta-
tion will be from Fox 
Company during the 

Crucible, Dec. 29-31.
“The Congressional 

Gold Medal will honor 
all Montford Point Ma-
rines from a grateful na-
tion and Marine Corps,” 
Amos said in the mes-
sage. “This recognition 
is made possible through 
the dedicated and persis-
tent work of the Mont-
ford Point Marines As-
sociation, numerous ac-
tive, reserve, retired and 
civilian Marines, and the 
faithfulness of members 
of Congress.”

Parris Island Marine Band dazzles Beaufort crowd

The Parris Island Marine Band performed its 3rd An-
nual Lowcountry Christmas Concert, Dec. 11, at the 
Community Bible Church in Beaufort. This concert was 
free and open to the public and was the only holiday con-
cert the band performed this year.

Photos by Lance Cpl. Michael Rogers

Montford Point Marines awarded Gold Star
Lance Cpl. 
Javarre Glanton 
Staff Writer

Courtesy photo
A group of the black volunteers salute in their dress uniforms, May 1943. 
Although a dress uniform was not a part of the regular equipment, most of 
the black Marines spent $54 out of their pay for what is generally considered 
the sharpest-looking uniform in the armed services.

Courtsey photo
A platoon of black "boot recruits" listen to their drill 
instructor, Sgt. Gilbert Hubert Johnson, whose 
job is to turn them into Marines at Montford Point, 
Jacksonville, N.C., April 1943.
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As a CH-53 Sea Stallion 
touches down in the open 
desert, it whips up moon 
dust, creating a sand-
storm obscuring the land-
ing zone to the onlookers 
near a stopped vehicle.

A squad of Marines 
disembarks the ‘bird’ in 
a well-choreographed 
display of force and be-
gins moving toward the 
vehicle.

The air interdic-
tion force has landed. 
Marines and sailors of 1st 
Battalion, 25th Marine 
Regiment, and 2nd Bn., 
11th Marine Regiment, 
conducted the mission 
in support of an Afghan 
Border Police-led clear-
ing operation in Khan-
Neshin district, Afghani-
stan, Dec. 7-8.

“Insurgent forces were 
fleeing to the south dur-
ing the operation,” said 
Capt. Stephen Barto-
szak, executive officer of 
Charlie Company 1/25, 
and a 27-year-old na-
tive of Centereach, N.Y. 
“Our mission was to stop 
any of those forces, and 
deny them the freedom 
of movement in the open 
desert.”

As the border police 
conducted the clearing 

operation in Khan-Neshin 
district, southwest of the 
Helmand River, the Ma-
rines circled in the air, 
searching for suspicious 
vehicles or personnel. 

“We were searching for 
insurgent activity,” said 
Capt. Darren Wallace, 
Charlie Company com-
mander. “The area is a 
hotbed for smugglers 
transporting weapons, 
improvised explosive 
device components and 
narcotics.”

Once a target has been 
identified, the team lands 
and moves toward the 
vehicles or individuals in 
question.

“It’s a very dynamic situ-
ation,” said Bartoszak. “We 
have to treat everyone we 
encounter as a threat, but 
we still have to be profes-
sional with them.”

The task at hand was 
not an easy one. The team 
often had to search large 
groups of people and ve-
hicles in a very short win-
dow of time.

The Marines also col-
lected biometric data from 
each individual they en-
countered, which is then 
added to a databank used 
to identify insurgents in 
southern Helmand prov-
ince.

The largest group the 
force stopped during 
their mission included 
nearly 35 individuals, 

Wallace said. Having 
performed numerous 
missions of the same 
scope, the Marines had 
the experience to deal 
with challenges, such as 
communicating in the 
noisy confines of their 
helicopter and through 
the ‘brown-outs’ created 
by sand during their ex-
tractions.

“It’s very difficult to 
communicate while we’re 
in the bird,” said Barto-
szak. “So, we developed 
basic hand-and-arms 
signals to let each other 
know what targets we 
have on the ground.”

The Marines acts as a 
quick reaction force from 
above, playing a unique 
role in support of counter 
insurgency operations in 
southern Helmand.

“With the limited time 
we have on the ground, 
it’s our job to find weapons 
and improvised explosive 
device components to 
deter these insurgents,” 
said Wallace.

Mission success for the 
force depends heavily on 
the speed, discipline and 
professionalism of its Ma-
rines and sailors.

“I came out to the op-
eration to see my Ma-
rines perform,” said 
Wallace. “They worked 
very well, and they were 
very professional with 
the locals.”

Cpl. 
Alfred Lopez
Regimental Combat Team 5

Marines assist Afghan Border
Patrol surveillance from above

Photos by Cpl. Alfred Lopez
Sgt. Eric Colley, a 23-year-old native of Caldwell, Idaho, posts security during 
an air interdiction force mission in Khan-Neshin district, Afghanistan, Dec. 7. 
The mission supported an Afghan Border Police-led clearing operation in Khan-
Neshin. During the mission, Marines and sailors from Charlie Company, 1st 
Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, and 2nd Bn., 11th Marine Regiment, circled 
above in helicopters, searching for suspicious vehicles or personnel. 

Capt. Stephen 
Bartoszak, 
executive officer of 
Charlie Company, 
1/25 and a 27-year-
old native of 
Centereach, N.Y., 
posts security 
during an air 
interdiction force 
mission, Dec. 7.

Lance Cpl. John Lynch, a 22-year-old Brookfield, Conn., native and motor transport 
operator with the battalion, posts security during a mission.
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The wooden helicopter rumbled. Inside, more 
than 30 women sat pounding the floor with their 
combat boots. 

“You all hear the helicopter?” asked Sgt. Reanne 
Charbonneau, a Papa Company drill instructor. “It’s 
moving, right?”

The recruits shouted their response, “Yes ma’am!” 
They were ready. The Papa Company recruits had 

45 minutes to navigate a three-mile course known as 
the Battle of Mariana Islands, Dec. 9, before the heli-
copter “left” without them.

The course provided challenges like crossing a rope 
bridge, climbing a 20-foot net, crawling under barbed 
wire and scrambling over a seven-foot wall.

“We employed combat tactics and teamwork to ne-
gotiate obstacles and accomplish the mission,” Char-
bonneau said.

The mission began with the recruits climbing off 
the helicopter. They rushed across the pavement until 
they reached the edge of the woods. They slowed to a 
light jog and kept an eye out for anything suspicious. 

The recruits rounded a corner and came up to the 
rope bridge. They quickly dropped to the ground and 
set up a security circle. 

One by one, the recruits took turns maintaining se-
curity while the others traversed the bridge. After ev-
ery recruit crossed the bridge, they then had to climb 
over a 20-foot net. When everyone finished, they stood 
up and continued the course. 

Before long they arrived at zigzagging platforms 
made of logs. They walked across them and then 

continued on their way. Everything was fine, so far.
Suddenly, they heard their drill instructor yelling that 

enemy fire was incoming. They quickly dropped down 
to the ground a few yards away from barbed wire.

They carefully crawled through the dirt the rest of 
the way toward the wire. When they arrived at the 
barbed wire, they turned on their backs and inched 
under it as fast as they could while using their rifles to 
lift the wire away from their bodies.

When every recruit made it to “safety,” they  split up 
into smaller teams and advanced through the rest of 
the course.

The group pushed on, not letting the fatigue they 
felt slow them down as they approached the most dif-
ficult obstacle.

“The hardest thing they struggled with was the 
wall,” Charbonneau said. “When they get to it, they 
rush to get everyone over, but forget about the last 
recruits and have trouble finding ways to get them 
over too.”

Although the wall was not very high, the recruits 
dealt with the added weight of their rifles, flack vests 
and kevlar helmets. 

“With our weapons and gear, it was complicated get-
ting over the wall,” said Pfc. Kristine Plata, an 18-year-
old from Kensington, Md.

Eventually, everyone got over the wall, and they 
were able to finish the course. With the end of the 
mission came a valuable lesson -- teamwork.

“If they don’t have teamwork, they won’t be able to 
accomplish the mission,” Charbonneau said. “Wheth-
er they’re strong enough or fast enough, they will nev-
er accomplish the mission without having the other 
recruits by their side.” 

Lance Cpl. F. J. Abundes
Staff Writer

Papa battles through Mariana Islands

Papa Company recruits wait inside a mock helicopter before starting their mission.

Photos by Lance Cpl. F. J. Abundes
Recruits from Papa Company, 4th Recruit Training Battalion, crawl through dirt before coming up to the next obstacle, Dec. 9 during an event of the Crucible 
known as Battle of Mariana Islands.

Battle of Mariana Islands is a three-mile course recruits 
must finish in less than 45 minutes.

Rct. Brandi Latham, Platoon 4040, crawls under 
barbed wire during the Crucible event.

Rct. Danilyn Grimes, Platoon 4040, crosses a rope bridge 
during a Crucible event known as Battle of Mariana Islands.

Rct. Tracey Milligan, Platoon 4041, climbs a rope net 
during Battle of Mariana Islands.

A recruit crosses a rope bridge as her fellow recruits 
provide security during the event.
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CHANGI NAVAL BASE, 
Singapore   — Marines 
and sailors with the 11th 
Marine Expeditionary 
Unit began a cooperative 
exercise with elements 
of the Singapore Armed 
Forces, Dec. 12.

The training focused 
on air-to-air training with 
the Singapore Air Force, 
urban environment train-
ing and the exchange of 
tactical knowledge tech-
niques from subject mat-
ter experts.

“We look forward to 
working with these pro-
fessional warriors, in the 
air and on the ground,” 
said Col. Michael Hud-
son, 11th MEU’s com-
manding officer. “We 
take pride in sharing all 
that this agile, forward-
deployed Marine air-
ground-logistics team 
has to offer.” 

The MEU’s AV-8B Har-
riers will participate in 
Commando Sling, an 
exercise with the Singa-
pore Air Force and U.S. 
Air Force at Paya Lebar 
Air Base. The ground 
training will be primarily 
the Marines and sailors 
of the MEU sharpening 
their skills at the Murai 
Urban Training Facility 
and Mandai Range. 

The exchange of knowl-
edge from the experts 
allowed the Marines and 
the Singaporean service 
members to share experi-
ences and best practices. 

“The venues and knowl-
edge offered by our gra-
cious hosts will give our 
Marines a different kind 
of training as they stay 

sharp for their deploy-
ment as America’s pre-
mier fighting force [near 
the shore].” said Hudson. 

The Marines and sail-
ors taking part in the ex-
ercise came ashore from 
the amphibious assault 
ship Makin Island, which 
departed its San Diego 
homeport, Nov. 14.

Photos by Cpl. Gene Aisworth III
Marines serving with the 11th Marine Expeditionary 
Unit depart USS Makin Island to begin a training 
exercise in Singapore, Dec. 12. The Camp Pendleton, 
Calif., unit embarked on three U.S. Navy ships in 
San Diego, Nov. 14 and arrived in Singapore Dec. 12 
as part of a regularly scheduled deployment to the 
Western-Pacific and Middle East regions.

Capt. 
Roger Hollenbeck
11th Marine Expeditionary Unit

Marines in Singapore

Marines serving 
with the 
11th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit 
prepare to depart 
USS Makin Island 
to begin a training 
exercise.
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