Cloudy

Story and photo,s,

é’h‘eckjng the local ‘weather, the forecast is s_b udy k1es
with no chance of rain ~ «wi gl §$!-ﬂ Diegt, Ca alifornia.
Just off the coast, USS'Bonho JU-!!}J Richard (__:j_)-\) is
steaming with the su ek ng do wh throu gh the cloudsion
its 844-feet long, 1% fe t wide s "i}j ne ﬂj‘_&_ skies con-

tinue to clear, and. . w _xr 0TS ' N J«-U'OJ! ,_gg*?j o}
deck of the ‘f t1 ] t ".Jdonn

suits. "ﬁi B .
They know they are go n gget wet, th%y even know

when it will happen. y
As they ﬁnlsh dressing, the1r Chief g}(ves the go ahead,
“Start zone one.” After a five second countdown over. hand-
held radios, rows of nozzles resemble hom’é‘Mmpb
ing in geysers on the deck. Those few Sailor nds

J:nj,v' C IOW
drenched from head to toe.
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d 0 C
ease pencﬂ She

~.,w1thhef£rease pencil ]usf‘as another Sailor yells “There’s,an-

other one over here!” = .
- They continue checklng eVery sprmkler embedded in the 2.4
acres of ﬂlght deck,.and for very good reason.
“Thls is pot youi rdlhary, sprinkler system used to water
ship s,self defense against some pretty




Sailors aboard USS Bonhomme Richard
(LHD-6) test the ship’s counter-measure wash
down system. The counter-measure washdown
system is used to minimize the affects of chemi-
cal, biological and radiological exposure.




“...I have to say this was the most successful washdown I
have ever been apart of in my four years onboard.”

- DCC Willie Cordova
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The system is made up of approximately 500 sprinkler heads, and

“My guys planned for this all week, coordinating with other de-
partments to make sure everything was ready to go. They were up late

when activated will wash the ship’s exterior in its entirety. last night doing pre-maintenance checks, and I have to say this was

Before activating the washdown system, there were pre-mainte- the mostbsucc(ieisful washdown [ have ever been apart of'in my four

nance checks that had to be completed. The firemain had to be complete- years onboard. . .

Iv flushed so that : q Fwat 1d 20 throush each sori As BHR sails today, there is no threat of exposure to any sub-

ushed so that maximum flow of water could go through each sprin-

Y ] ) ) g ) g p stance that could harm the crew. The Sailors being drenched by the

kler. Aside from maintenance, all the aircraft and vehicles on the flight . . . . .
i washdown are doing routine maintenance, and will check every sprin-

deck had to be stowed due to the corrosiveness of salt-water. . .

kler head for damage that could prove detrimental in an emergency.

This was a complete team effort,” said Damage Controlman Chief

“It’s not a fun job, it’s cold, wet and takes a long time to complete
Petty Officer Willie A. Cordova.

the checks but the safety of the crew depends on it,” said Luna.

KBHR MOVIE SCHEDULE SUNDAY 1/15

TIMES CH3 CH4 CH3
0600-0800 THE RITE 127 HOURS ZOMBIELAND
0800-1000 RESIDENT EVIL AFTERLIFE VEGAS VACATION FIGHT CLUB
1000-1200 VAN HELSING Harry Potter Deathly Hollows BOOK OF ELI
1200-1400 BLADE Harry Potter Deathly Hallows 2 AVATAR
1400-1600 DAYBREAKERS OLD DOGS DESPICABLE ME
1600-1800 UNDERWORLD 3 YOUR HIGHNESS EASY A
1800-2000 THE WOLFMAN 127 HOURS ZOMBIELAND
2000-2200 NIGHT OF THE LIVING DEAD VEGAS VACATION FIGHT CLUB
2200-0000 DAWN OF THE DEAD Harry Potter Deathly Hallows BOOK OF ELI
0000-0200 CITY OF THE LIVING DEAD Harry Potter Deathly Hallows 2 AVATAR
0200-0400 DAYBREAKERS OLD DOGS
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