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Spc. Charles Burnett, 659th Engineer Company (Combat Support), guides a truck which dumps fresh asphalt into a paver at the As Sindyah Pontoon Bridge near Balad.
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An engineer uses a rake to put the finishing
touches on the newly laid asphalt.

By Sgt. Monika Comeaux
Staff writer

Soldiers from the 659th Engineer
Company (Construction Support) worked
tirelessly to build a section of a road
leading up to the As Sindyah Pontoon
Bridge on the east side of the Tigris River
near Balad, Iraq between July 25 and Aug.
13.

 “What has happened in the past is,
with the old approach, large rigs, espe-
cially the heavy equipment transporters
were coming in at an angle and they were
hitting the bridge.

“So what we are doing is making a
new approach to the bridge, widening the
curve so that the trucks will be a lot
straighter coming onto the bridge,”
explained Capt. Jon T. St. John, com-
mander of the 659th Engineers.

A combat heavy engineer company

had to come in and cut and fill to get the
ground even, do the drainage and get a
good sub base.

“Without a good sub base, the asphalt
is not going to do you any good,” St. John
said.

“If you have a firm sub base, the
asphalt will sit right on top of it and you
will have a great road,” confirmed Sgt.
Joshua Hansen, a concrete and asphalt
equipment operator from the 659th
Engineers.

Hansen was cross-leveled into the unit
from Utah. He had to reclass from being a
combat engineer to his current military
occupation specialty.

“Our unit is about 50 percent cross-
leveled. We had about two months to
prepare for the deployment,” St. John
said.  Most of these Soldiers went to
school to learn these jobs right before they
came to the annual training leading up to
the deployment, he explained.

 “I have a lot of combat engineers that
have trained to be asphalt pavers and
quarry operators. They are doing an
excellent job,” said St. John.

“I did not know anyone when I first got
to the unit but we have all gotten to know
each other and I think we get along very
well,” said Sgt. Jennifer Smolen, a heavy
equipment operator from the 659th
Engineers, who is a special events
coordinator in her civilian life.

Doing my job here with this unit
allows me to work with some amazing
people, who know a lot and who want to
do the job,” she said.

The work was conducted at night, with
the use of generators and light-sets to
provide proper illumination.

“It is very warm during the day,
around 120 F. You work around the

See ENGINEERS on page 10



PAGE 2 AUGUST 21, 2005ANACONDA TIMES

Anaconda Times is authorized for publication by the
1st COSCOM for the LSA Anaconda community. The
contents of the Anaconda Times are unofficial and are
not to be considered the official views of, or endorsed
by, the U.S. Government, including the Department of
Defense or Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Anaconda Times is a command information newspa-
per in accordance with Army Regulation 360-1.

Anaconda Times is published weekly by the Stars

and Stripes central office, with a circulation of
5,000 papers.

The Public Affairs Office is on New Jersey Ave.
in building 4136, DSN 318-829-1234. Anaconda
Times, HHC 1st COSCOM, APO AE 09391. Web

site at www.mnf-iraq.com/coalition-news/publications/
anaconda.htm

Contact Sgt. Marshall Thompson via e-mail at
chokehold.thompson@us.army.mil or Sgt. 1st Class
Jeffrey S. Mullett at jeffrey.mullett@us.army.mil
1st COSCOM Commanding General
Brig. Gen. Yves J. Fontaine

Chief of the Anaconda Consolidated Press Center
Lt. Col. Virginia Zoller

Deputy Public Affairs Officer
207th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment Commander
Maj. Curtis Carney

207th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment NCOIC
Sgt. 1st Class Jeffrey S. Mullett

Editor
Sgt. Marshall M. Thompson

Staff Writers
Staff Sgt. Engels Tejeda
Sgt. Monika Comeaux
Sgt. Mitch Armbruster
Sgt. Jason Mikeworth
Sgt. Ty D. Stafford
Spc. Jerome Bishop
Pfc. Spencer Case

Rebecca Campbell started the Children
of Fallen Soldiers Relief Fund in 2003 to
raise college tuition for the children of
servicemembers killed in the war on terror-
ism.

The fund has since expanded to encom-
pass other financial needs. It now aims to
provide a wide range of assistance to the
children and spouses of troops who have
been killed or injured.

“These funds may be awarded to appli-
cants of U.S. military families who are in
need of assistance with housing, utilities,
medical expenses, groceries, clothing,
school supplies and other expenses deemed
necessary in order to provide them with
some support
and alleviate
their need,”
Campbell said.

She said she
feels a real need
for this type of
allocation be-
cause of the fi-
nancial void of-
ten experienced
by a death in a
military family.
“Often, when a
loss occurs in these families, what was a
two person income becomes one. The finan-
cial hardships placed on these families are
very difficult to deal with,” she said.

CFSRF raises money through direct do-
nations and fundraisers. The organization
began collecting donations in May 2004,
Campbell said.

“Through the generosity of the public we
have raised a little over $85,000 and have
kept administrative costs in 2004 to less
than 9 percent,” Campbell said. “All pro-
ceeds go directly to qualified families.”

The nonprofit organization has also re-
ceived the help of country singer Brad Cot-
ter, the 2004 winner of USA Network’s
show “Nashville Star.” The fund has been
chosen as the beneficiary of a portion of the
proceeds from Cotter’s new single, “An

American Dream,” Campbell said.
CFSRF is made up exclusively of volun-

teers, and in an effort to keep expenses to a
minimum Campbell does most work, such
as Web site design, IRS filings, printing, ad-
vertising and mailings from her home, she
said.

Campbell noted that none of the
organization’s board members has been af-
fected personally by the loss of a
servicemember. Campbell said her son,
David, 25, served in Iraq for a year with the
82nd Airborne. “I cannot begin to explain
the fearful and sleepless nights during his
year of deployment,” she said.

“The Children of Fallen Soldiers Relief
Fund is simply
a group of indi-
viduals who
have a tremen-
dous amount of
respect for our
servicemen and
women,” she
said. “We are
an enthusiastic
group of family,
friends and
b u s i n e s s
people who

choose to never forget the sacrifices made
by others on our behalf.”

CFSRF began taking applications from
military families in January and granted its
first round of awards, totaling $17,000, to
families in California, Pennsylvania and
Indiana in June.

Campbell concedes that there is no way
to erase the pain of losing a loved one, but
she still aims to lessen the blow.

“There is no substitute for a parent, but
we strive to ease their pain and suffering
and honor the memories of our fallen sol-
diers,” she said. “I realize only too fully that
each and every day that I have to live as a
free person is only because of them and their
sacrifices as well as their families.”

(American Forces Press Service)
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Despite a seven-day deadline extension for
drafting a new Iraqi constitution, Defense
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld told report-
ers traveling here with him today that he’s
confident the slight delay won’t push back
the Oct. 15 deadline for a national vote on
the constitution.

Rumsfeld joined other U.S. officials in
acknowledging he wishes the constitution
had been ready for a vote Aug. 15 as origi-
nally scheduled. He emphasized, however,
that he doesn’t see the extension as a stum-
bling block to political progress.

“I think what you are seeing is the Iraqi
people for the first time wrestling with very
tough fundamental issues that are impor-
tant to them and important to their regions,
to their futures,” he said.

The United States went
through the same chal-
lenges with its own con-
stitution, the secretary
noted. “Think of the argu-
ments and discussions
and debates the United
States had over federalism
ourselves,” he said, noting
that the U.S. Constitution
has been amended more
than two dozen times.

The Iraqis “have made very good
progress,” proceeding with their delibera-
tions in “a very orderly and peaceful way”
that Rumsfeld called “admirable.”

And the faster they complete their work
and come up with a constitution that the
Iraqi people can live with, the better, he said.

“I have always believed that the sooner
the constitution was completed and the
sooner it was voted on, the greater the like-
lihood that the Iraqi people would feel they
have a stake in the country and that they
have an acceptable set of compromises that
would protect them from each other, and
have a set of arrangements that they could
live with peacefully,” Rumsfeld said.

That will have “a big effect” on Iraq, re-
sulting in more stable conditions and fewer
Iraqi, U.S. and coalition deaths, he said.

Asked about a timetable for withdrawal
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of U.S. forces from Iraq, Rumsfeld reiterated
that any plans to draw down the U.S. pres-
ence will be based on conditions, not an
artificial deadline.

“The president has said over and over
and over again that it is condition-based,”
Rumsfeld said. A wide range of variables
affect those conditions: progress on the po-
litical front with the constitution, progress
in training and equipping Iraq’s security
forces, economic progress, and behavior of
Syria and Iran among them, he said.

Countries that supply or provide a pipe-
line for terrorists or the weapons and financ-
ing that support them further destabilize
Iraq, requiring greater capabilities on the
part of Iraqi security forces to deal with
them, the secretary noted.

Iranian weapons are be-
ing found inside Iraq,
Rumsfeld said. He added
that Iran would like to see its
brand of government repli-
cated in Iraq.

That kind of government,
basically run by “a handful
of clerics,” is “fundamen-
tally inconsistent with the
kind of constitution being
drafted in Iraq,” the secretary
said. “And an Iraq that is

democratic and representative will stand
in stark contrast to Iran.”

The war in Iraq boils down to “a battle
of wills,” Rumsfeld said, adding that the
Iraqis and coalition have no intention of
losing their will.

He cited continued progress in training
Iraq’s security forces, with help from NATO
and other countries, to provide for their
own security. “And as the president has
said, when they stand up, the coalition
forces will stand down,” he said.

Rumsfeld spoke to reporters en route to
his first visit to Paraguay as defense secre-
tary. He was slated to meet with President
Nicanor Duarte Frutos to affirm the two
countries’ ties and lay the groundwork for
a stronger cooperative relationship in the
future.

(American Forces Press Service)
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Question of the Week

Sgt. George Dixon
C Co., 115th Infantry Regiment

“I’m going to spend it in Hawaii.
It’s a nice, romantic place.”

Spc. Shane Holmes
41st Transportation Company

“I’m stationed in Germany, so
I’m going to travel wherever I
can.”

Pfc. Lee Greenwood
54th Signal Battalion

“I’ll probably go to the beach,
relax, visit some friends and
travel to Israel.”

Spc. James McCollum
Corps Distribution Command

“I want to spend it with my wife
and kids and take them to New
York City.”

Sgt. Jerry Halloway
HHD, 18th Personel Service Bn.

“I’ll probably go out to visit my
parents in Arizona with my wife
and kids.”

The Anaconda Times has a dedi-
cated Web site containing the cur-

rent and past issues at www.mnf-
iraq.com/coalition-news/publica-

tions/anaconda.htm
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With the smell of sawdust hanging heavy
in the air, the Soldiers cut and hammer away
at their latest project - turning a parking
garage into a barracks. This complicated
project and others like it are critical to the
ongoing shift of responsibility from U.S. to
Iraqi units.

The newly-converted barracks will soon
be a home for Soldiers of the Iraqi Army.

“Anything we can do to get (Iraqi Secu-
rity Forces) set so they can take on the re-
sponsibilities for their mission helps,” said
U.S. Army Lt. Col. Keith Landry, 92nd En-
gineer Battalion commander, who was vis-
iting his Soldiers and the work site July 14.

This is not the first project the 92nd En-
gineers have tackled in support of the Iraqi
Security Forces. It is, however, significant.

“This is probably the largest single
project that we’ve worked on,” said Landry.
The former garage will be divided into 20
large rooms, with a total capacity of more
than 800 soldiers, he added.

Sgt. 1st Class Sheila Stewart of B Com-
pany, the noncommissioned officer in
charge of the site, says her engineers are
more than up to the task. The Soldiers be-
gan June 21 and plan to complete the trans-
formation in just over a month, Stewart said.

To accomplish their mission, the engi-
neers are building walls, running wires,
and fixing an existing drainage system. The
carpenters, electricians and plumbers of the
crew each face unique challenges with this
project.

Spc. Michael A. Hasselbrick, an electri-
cian with B Company, said Iraqi wiring is
a little different than in the US.

  “In the states, cables are labeled,” said
Hasselbrick. “Not here,” he added with a
smile.

But Hasselbrick is lucky, he said, be-
cause his supervisor, Staff Sgt. Martin
Clark, has experience with electrical work
here from a previous tour of duty. Accord-
ingly, he was able to watch and learn.

Several Soldiers at the site said they
value these kinds of challenges.

“It’s a good experience,” said
Hasselbrick, “You learn a lot when there
are so many obstacles to overcome.”

Supplying this massive project has been
a challenge, although that job is now nearly
complete.

“We’ve sent out several (large cargo
trucks) and trailer-loads full of wood,”
Landry said, “and right now we’re just
waiting on the air conditioner units to fin-
ish the project up.”

The Soldiers working on the project seem
to be enjoying themselves as they work,
despite the cruel heat. With all the sights,
sounds and smells of a construction site in
the U.S., it might be easy to concentrate on
work and forget where the site lies on the
map. As all the work adds up, an old park-
ing garage begins to look like a military
barracks.

Whether they are building for their fel-
low U.S. servicemembers or for their Iraqi
allies, Landry said, the 92nd Engineers love
to get out and do the job.

“We’re doing a lot of good things here,”
he said, looking proud.

(Multinational Forces Iraq)
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KEEP IT LOCKED ON...KEEP IT LOCKED ON...KEEP IT LOCKED ON...KEEP IT LOCKED ON...KEEP IT LOCKED ON...
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Al Asad 107.3 FM
Ali Base 107.3 FM
Ar Ramadi 107.3 FM
Baghdad 107.7 FM
Balad 107.3 FM
Fallujah 105.1 FM
Kirkuk 107.3 FM
Kirkush 107.3 FM
Mosul 105.1 FM
Q-West 93.3   FM
Taji 107.3 FM
Tal Afar 107.3 FM
Taqqadum 107.3 FM
Tikrit 100.1 FM

AAAAAviation troops build perviation troops build perviation troops build perviation troops build perviation troops build personal MWRsonal MWRsonal MWRsonal MWRsonal MWR
By Spc. Jerome Bishop
Staff writer

With the airfield cutting Logistics
Support Area Anaconda in half, Soldiers
of the west side have difficulty getting to
the east side to enjoy places like the Main
Morale, Welfare, and Recreation building.

However, Soldiers from B Company,
1st Battalion, 126th Aviation Regiment
have come together to construct their
unit’s own place to relax and enjoy
themselves.

“It’s like a little MWR building for our
company and our battalion that started as
something to do in our spare time while
we weren’t flying and then we started
getting more serious,” said Sgt. William
D. Miller Jr., a crew chief from B Co. and
construction manager for the project.

Getting the materials for the “Outer
Banks Bar and Grill,” as it is called by the
Soldiers, presented problems that the
Soldiers were able to over come.

“We had a little problem at first getting
the permit from the Air Force. We got a lot
of the wood from the Class II yard and
then the 30th Engineer Brigade helped us
out with some too,” Miller said.

“The windows were donated by a
contractor in North Carolina and the
Family Support Group had a fundraiser
to raise money to ship the windows over
here,” he said.

Once the materials were gathered,
construction began in the spare time of
Soldiers working on the project.

“We started Easter Sunday. We went to
church then came back and started the
floor. They actually put the piers in a
week before,” Miller said. “We’ll only
have five months left to enjoy it. Doing it
part-time, it took four and a half months
to complete.”

Now that most of the work is done, the

Soldiers are preparing to open the newest
addition to their unit’s location.

“We should be finished in the next few
days,” Miller said. “We’re waiting for the
electricians to get it hooked up.”

Being a contractor back in his civilian
life, Miller brought his invaluable exper-
tise to the project.

“I build custom homes,” Miller said.
“It helps in just making everything
happen as far as knowing where to get
the materials, knowing the right materials
to get and coordinating everybody to put
it together.”

Once completed, the Soldiers will have
a whole array of activities to choose from.

“There’s going to be a ping-pong
table,” Miller said. “We have a projector

for movies, we have a cooler for drinks
and we get all sorts of food and stuff from
the family support groups. It’s going to be
a break room for flight crews too. You can
also sit out on the deck and watch the
sunset.”

“It’s starting to progress more and
more people are starting to get more
involved and they’re bringing all sorts of
decorating from home to get that beachy
feel. The style came from an old North
Carolina-style beach house.”

Soldiers from the 1-126th are looking
forward to having a new way to enjoy
their home away from home

“When the project first began, I saw
footings go in the ground and walls going
up. It was so big,” said Chief Warrant

Officer Greg Childs,  a UH-60 Blackhawk
pilot with B Co. “Every morning coming
into the office, the North Carolina Flag
was flying by the growing land mark. I
felt a sense of pride in what they were
creating.”

It wasn’t any single team or group of
Soldiers who put together their unit’s
personal resort, it was all of them, and
their help isn’t being over looked.

“We appreciate all the support from
everyone who helped us put it together,”
he said.

For any Soldier stationed on LSA
Anaconda for a year, good means to relax
and enjoy themselves in their free time is
an essential, even if they have to build it
themselves.

Photo by Spc. Jerome Bishop

A Soldier with B Company, 1st Battalion, 126th Aviation Regiment makes some last minute touch-ups on a table inside the battalion's new
"Outer Banks Bar and Grill" recreational building.
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Photos by Sgt. Mitch Armbruster

Sgt. Randall Bailey and Spc. Derek Ayers, Soldiers with the 1173rd Transportation Company, load their vehicle in preparation for their mission to protect convoys.

Virginia Guard protVirginia Guard protVirginia Guard protVirginia Guard protVirginia Guard protects conects conects conects conects convvvvvoooooysysysysys
By Sgt. Mitch Armbruster
Staff writer

The 1173rd Transportation Company, Virginia
National Guard escorted fuel trucks to Forward
Operating Base Warhorse in the early hours of an
August morning.

The spark of a broken power line hitting the ground
and the flash of light reminded the gunners of the danger
that could be waiting for them at any moment.

Soldiers of the 1173rd TC are tasked to escort convoys
from Logistics Support Area Anaconda to many of the
forward operating bases.

Members of the 1173rd TC work on LSA Anaconda as
security for convoys that include servicemembers or
civilian contractors going to forward operating bases for
deliveries or picking up items that need to come back to
LSA Anaconda.

“Getting to know people and learning a lot about
them has been the most redeeming part of the deploy-
ment,” said Sgt. Randall Bailey, a gunner for 2nd pla-
toon with the 1173 rd TC.  “You learn to live together and
find who you work well with.  It’s an advantage because
when you’re with someone that long they become you
family, your life.”

The men and women of the 1173rd TC take care of
each other like a family.  The pride they take in their

team shows in their attitudes and in their work.
“My personal mission is to make sure that these

people get home safe,” said Spc. Derek Ayers, a driver
for the 1173rd TC.

“When you get a group of people like this together you
realize that we are all in this together.  We have to look
out for each other,” he added.

The Soldiers of the 1173rdTC learned to respect the job
due to the increased danger on the roads of Iraq.

“Our aircraft landed under fire and on our initial
mission,” Ayers recalled, “the truck was hit with an
improvised explosive device.  It was an eye opener.”

“Every situation is different.  Every time you get
ambushed, every time that you take small arms fire,
rocket propelled grenades, the concept can be the same,
but the scenario is always going to be different.”

Each person reacts differently to challenges that
face them on the road, but Soldiers of the 1173rd TC rely
on each other to accomplish the mission.

“You never know what’s going to happen when you
step outside the confines of the post,” said Spc. Barbra
Stump, a driver with 2nd platoon, 1173rd TC.

The last truck rolls past the gate, with everyone
accounted for, unharmed and ready to take on the
next mission that they are given.

The 1173rd will keep running missions from LSA
Anaconda to the outlying areas with the utmost care for
each other and the mission.

Spc. Derek Ayers, 1173rd Transportation Company, fuels up
the humvee just before moving out with the convoy.
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U.S. Army photo

A U.S. Army, 116th Brigade Combat Team, medic tries to coax an Iraqi child during a medical assistance visit to the village of Husseinia August 1.

U.S. troop visit brings medical
care to Iraqis

Soldiers from the 116th Brigade Combat Team’s Task
Force 1-163 Infantry delivered much-needed medical care
to the village of Husseinia Aug. 1.

The medical assistance visit was done at the remote vil-
lage because of the lack of availabile of medical care. Many
smaller villages in the western portion of Kirkuk Province
are far from hospitals and medical clinics.

“The visit was intended to be a mini-(medical assistance
visit) but it turned out to be a full-blown (medical assis-
tance visit),” said U.S. Army Capt. Jeff Westfall, Task Force
1-163 Infantry officer. “We were expecting maybe 30 pa-
tients, but we ended up with over 100.”

According to Task Force 1-163 Infantry, some villagers
may not see health care professionals for years at a time,
making it tough on the community and particularly the
young. The task force also credits the success of the visit to
the improved security provided by an ever-growing num-
ber of Iraqi security forces in the area.

Helping bring critical services to Iraqis in the province
of Kirkuk is part of the 116th Brigade Combat Team’s mis-
sion while deployed in north central Iraq. The unit’s mis-
sion also includes assisting Iraq’s new government, sup-
porting economic development, facilitating communica-
tions and improving general security.

(Multinational Forces Iraq)

Iraqis progress in conditions for
troop withdrawal, official says

Iraqis are continuing progress toward meeting the two
primary conditions for the reduction of coalition forces, a
Multinational Force Iraq spokesman said August 11.

In a press briefing from Baghdad, Army Maj. Gen. Rick
Lynch, a Multinational Force Iraq deputy chief of staff,
stressed that the decision to move U.S. troops out of Iraq
will be based on the political process in the country and on
the training and capability of Iraqi security forces.

If progress continues the way it has, it is possible that
there could be “fairly substantial reductions” in coalition
forces after the elections in December, Lynch said.

Polls show that the Iraqi people have increased confi-
dence in their government, are optimistic about the future
and intend to vote in the referendum and election, he said.

Iraqi security forces also continue to progress in train-
ing and operations, Lynch said.

“We are amazed, on a daily basis, with the capabilities
and improvements of the Iraqi security forces,” he said.

Reconstruction efforts throughout Iraq are also strength-
ening the country’s development, he said. Construction
began this week on an electrical distribution project that
will bring power to about 128,000 residents in Sadr City
and a maternity and children’s hospital is half way com-
plete.  Both projects are slated to be completed by this spring.

(American Forces Press Service)

More Iraqi units involved in
country’s defense

More than 110 Iraqi battalions are involved in the fight
against terrorists, officials in Baghdad said August 11.

The Iraqi ministries of Defense and Interior have devel-
oped readiness assessment criteria for units. The criteria
measure capabilities in six different areas including per-
sonnel, command and control and training.

Different readiness levels indicate different capabilities.
Level 1 is the highest rating, where units are fully indepen-
dent in all aspects.

Level 2 means units that are “in the lead” in the
counterinsurgency effort. The units plan and execute their
own operations, but they do require coalition support.

Level 3 indicates units fighting alongside coalition units.
An Iraqi company will be embedded with a coalition bat-
talion. Level 4 indicates units just forming.

Officials speaking on background said there are many
Iraqi units capable of “fully independent operations, but
not yet fully independent.” They said nearly three dozen
Iraqi army or police units are assessed as in the lead or
independent - Levels 1 and 2. The bulk of the units are in
Level 3 - fighting alongside coalition units.

Coalition officials in Baghdad said that 15 more combat
battalions will complete their training and deploy before
the constitutional referendum October 15.

(American Forces Press Service)
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Courtesy photo

U.S. Navy Adm. Edmund P. Giambastiani, left, is adminis-
tered the oath of office as the 7th vice chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff by U.S. Air Force Gen. Richard B. Myers, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, during a Pentagon ceremony
on August 12. Giambastiani succeeds Marine Gen. Peter
Pace as the nation’s second highest-ranking military officer.

U.S. Army photo

Iraqi policemen and U.S. Soldiers secured the area moments
after a car bomb exploded in the eastern part of Baghdad
August 6. The attack wounded a local resident who was
treated by U.S. medics and then taken to a nearby hospital.
Two U.S. Soldiers suffered minor injuries and were treated
on the scene. The driver of the vehicle was killed.

Giambastiani replaces Pace as
vice chairman

Joint Chiefs Chairman Air Force Gen. Richard B. Myers
swore in Adm. Edmund P. Giambastiani Jr. as the nation’s
seventh vice chairman during a ceremony August 12.

Giambastiani replaces Marine Gen. Peter Pace. Pace will
replace Myers as chairman at the end of September.

During the small, private ceremony in Defense Secre-
tary Donald H. Rumsfeld’s Pentagon office, Giambastiani
assumed responsibilities as the second-highest ranking
member of the U.S. military.

The admiral had been commander of U.S. Joint Forces
Command and NATO’S Allied Command Transformation
until he relinquished those offices Aug. 1.

Giambastiani is a 1970 graduate of the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy. He is a career submariner serving aboard the USS
Puffer, USS Francis Scott Key and the USS Richard B.
Russell.

The admiral commanded the NR-1, the Navy’s only
nuclear-powered, deep-diving ocean and engineering sub-
marine.

The admiral also has served in various capacities
ashore, including assignments with the Navy’s Recruit-
ing Command, on the staff of the Chief of Naval Opera-
tions and as the senior military assistant to Rumsfeld.

(American Forces Press Service)

Rapid Equipping Force speeds
new technology to front lines

The Army’s Rapid Equipping Force is revolutionizing
the way the service gets new technology into the hands of
warfighters, its director told Pentagon reporters August
12.

That high-tech equipment ranges from miniature robots
that can seek out roadside bombs to handheld airplanes
that can peek over hills and around corners and report
back their findings.

The Rapid Equipping Force concept is the traditional

military acquisition system on steroids.
It identifies an immediate warfighting need, seeks out

the best way to meet it and quickly gets the technical solu-
tion into the hands of the people who need it, explained
Army Col. Gregory Tubbs.

Tubbs’ sense of urgency comes across particularly
strong when he talks about improvised explosive devices
that continue to claim American military lives and limbs.

Tubbs said feedback is key to improving on devices sent
to the field through the Rapid Equipping Force.

He and his staff actively seek input, traveling to Iraq
and Afghanistan to talk with troops using the equipment,
chatting with servicemembers when they redeploy, even
visiting military hospitals to meet with wounded troops.

“You really don’t want to discount any input because
you don’t know where your next good idea is going to
come from,” he said.

(American Forces Press Service)

Iraqis help Soldiers find bombs;
stolen child recovered

Iraqi citizens tipped off U.S. Soldiers patrolling the north-
west part of Baghdad about the whereabouts of two road-
side bombs Aug. 10.

The Iraqis told a Task Force Baghdad patrol at 9:15 a.m.
the bombs were placed near a major highway in the area.

The Americans found two landmines and two mortar
rounds wrapped in detonation cord.

The Soldiers secured the site and called in an explosive
ordnance disposal team to safely detonate the munitions.

At 4:45 p.m., a third task force unit found two 100-pound
bombs hidden under some grass laid on a major highway
in northwest Baghdad.

The Soldiers secured the site and called in an EOD team.
The U.S. Soldiers then noticed some people gathered

around a car about 100 yards away from the bomb.
The Soldiers questioned the group to determine the car’s

owner. After the owner was identified, the Soldiers
searched the vehicle’s trunk and found the same kind of
grass used to cover the bombs.

And Iraqi police and U.S. Soldiers teamed up to capture
two kidnappers and return a 2-year-old child to his par-
ents in the Bayaa district of south Baghdad August 9.

The Iraqi police arrested the kidnappers and returned
the child to his parents.

(American Forces Press Service)

U.S. military set to take part in
Moscow Air Show

Eight U.S. military aircraft and 100 personnel will be
present and participate in the Moscow International Air
Show 2005 at Ramenskoye Airfield, Zhukovsky, Russia
August 16 to 21.

Aircraft will include two F-15E Strike Eagles, two F-16C
Fighting Falcons, a KC-10 Extender, a KC-135 Stratotanker
and two B-1B Lancers.

The B-1B will perform an aerial demonstration through-
out the air show.

Other activities will include presentations by senior of-
ficials, static displays of aircraft and discussions with air-
crew.

The year 2003 marked the first time U.S. military aircraft
were on public display in Russia, according to an Air Force
Print News story at the time.

That visit was also the first time a U.S. B-52 bomber was
open to the public at the air show.

Reportedly another B-52 had been in the country in the
early 1990s on a military-to-military contact visit.

The Moscow air show is a premier event of its type in
the world. U.S. participation is part of a greater military-to-

military contact program that fosters good relations be-
tween countries, according to officials.

(American Forces Press Service)

Task Force not deterred by car
bomb attack

A terrorist failed to cause significant U.S. casualties or
damage in a vehicle-borne improvised explosive device
attack August 6 in east Baghdad.

Two U.S. soldiers and one Iraqi civilian sustained mi-
nor wounds from the attack.

The vehicle, described by soldiers on the scene as a
Volkswagen van, approached the halted convoy of 1st Bat-
talion, 9th Field Artillery, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 3rd
Infantry Division around 9:30 a.m.

The battalion soldiers were investigating a tip from a
local Iraqi about a terrorist in the area who was associated
with the July 13 vehicle bomb attack at the same location
which killed one U.S. soldier and 24 Iraqi children.

While they were moving in to detain the suspected ter-
rorist, the bomb detonated.

“(I was) 15 to 20 feet from the explosion,” said U.S. Army
Sgt. Eric Hollis, F Company, 26th Forward Support Battal-
ion, attached to 1st Battalion, 9th Field Artillery.

“We were standing right there - nothing hit us!”
At the time of the explosion, U.S. soldiers assigned to

1st Battalion, 64th Armor, 2nd Brigade Combat Team in a
nearby observation tower noticed two suspected terrorists
in a vehicle over-watching the attack. Personnel with 1st
Battalion, 64th Armor dispatched a quick-reaction force
which detained the men.

Additionally, a 155-millimeter artillery round was dis-
covered near the vehicle-borne improvised explosive de-
vice attack site.

An explosive ordnance disposal team was called in to
perform a controlled detonation.

The vehicle-borne improvised explosive device attack
also failed to deter the Task Force Baghdad soldiers from
their original mission. Soon after the attack, they found
and detained the terrorist for whom they were looking.

(Multinational Forces Iraq)
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Screaming Eagles get doScreaming Eagles get doScreaming Eagles get doScreaming Eagles get doScreaming Eagles get down and dirwn and dirwn and dirwn and dirwn and dirtytytytyty... again... again... again... again... again
By Pfc. Spencer Case
Staff Writer

Every Soldier has fired an M-16 on a
range but not many have fired four
different weapons in one exercise after an
exhausting run in full battle rattle. Even
fewer can claim to have gotten up before 5
a.m. the next day to do an extended
version of the Army physical fitness test.
But this is exactly what selected Soldiers
from 129th Logistics Task Force (LTF) did
between Aug. 10 and 12.

Those events are part of a larger
training scheme called Basic Skills
Enhancement Training (BSET), which
will continue into September, said 129th
LTF Command Sgt. Maj. Sultan
Mohammad. Company first sergeants
selected approximately 50 Soldiers to
compete based on Soldier skills, he
added.

 “The purpose of this training is to get

Soldiers to understand [that] although we
are in a state of operational war, training
is always required,” Mohammad said.
“We must refine our skills, we must
maintain our skills and the only way to
do that is to conduct training like this.”

The 129th LTF kicked off BSET with a
six-mile rucksack march to Smith Range
that began at 2 a.m.

The next day, the 129th LTF returned to
Smith Range for a combat drill, arriving
in groups of five after a .9- mile run with
their armor and weapons.

Participants continued to do physical
training in full armor once they had
reached the range, including pushups
and flutter kicks, while the range cadre
selected Soldiers one at a time to go
through the course.

On the course, Soldiers moved from
one firing position to another utilizing a
variety of weapons and individual
movement techniques. Participants fired
an M-16, low crawled under barbed wire

to an M-249 squad-automatic weapon,
then moved in three-to-five-second rushes
to fire an M-4. Finally, participants were
handed an M-9 pistol from a simulated
casualty and fired while advancing on a
target.

 “My main goal was to give them
confidence,” said Staff Sgt. Shea
McCracken, who set up the range training
exercise.

“I wanted to make every Soldier know
that they can pick up a weapon that
they’ve been unfamiliar with, with just
minimal training, and fire that weapon
safely and accurately.”

At 5:30 a.m., Aug. 11, at the Main Gym,
the same soldiers who went through the
range training were anxiously stretching
their limbs in preparation for their
physical fitness test. But they were taking
no ordinary APFT.

The test included not only the three
standard events—pushups, sit-ups and
two mile run—but also pull ups, dips and

a 250 meter swim at the indoor pool.
“I think [the training] is very success-

ful,” said Mohammad. “The Soldiers are
very motivated as I walk through. They’re
happy. Some Soldiers have never been
exposed to this type of training before and
each one I talk to thanks us for the time
and preparation this training took.”

None reflect that better than Spc.
Lonnie Gamble, a Soldier in the 372nd
Transportation Company, who partici-
pated in the training.

“I felt honored that they selected me in
this training,” Gamble said. “They could
have picked anybody, but I’m glad it was
me because I enjoyed this training and
I’m glad I had it.”

BSET training is expected to continue
into September. Soldiers from the 129th
LTF will train in setting up a security
perimeter and reacting to indirect fire.
Later, they will also train on land naviga-
tion, nuclear, biological and chemical
attacks and medical evacuation skills.

Upper left: Soldiers from the 129th LTF
do chinups as an addition the normal
Army physical fitness test.
Photo by Pfc. Spencer Case.
Left: Soldiers finish a ruck march with
a .9 mile run in full battle rattle and
weapon.
Photo by Spc. Laura E. Ruscio.
Above: High fives are exchanged at the
end of the weapons portion of the train-
ing which included four different
weapon systems.
Photo by Spc. Laura E. Ruscio
Upper right: One of the weapons used
in the training was a 9 mm pistol.
Photo by Pfc. Spencer Case.
Right: A Soldier finishes low-crawling
between events at the training.
Photo by Spc. Laura E. Ruscio.
Far Right: A logistics Soldier shows his
strength doing situps during the exer-
cise.
Photo by Spc. Laura E. Ruscio.
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If you have any suggestions for Quotable Quotes contact Public Affairs at DSN 318-829-1412 or e-mail the editor at
chris.m.williams@us.army.mil

On LDRSHIP
“Courage is not the lack of fear, it is acting
inspite of it.”

Mark Twain

Housing Area H-1 to DFAC 1/

H-4, H-3/5 & H-7 to DFAC 4:

Depart: 6 &11a.m.  5:15p.m.

Return: 7:30a.m., 12:30 &

6:45p.m.

to BLDG 7001:

Depart: 7:15p.m.

Return: 9:30p.m.

(SUNDAY)

to BLDG 7001:

Depart: 8:15a.m. , 1:30, 3:15,

7:15 & 9:30p.m.

Return: 10a.m. 2:15, 4:15, 8:15

& 10p.m.

LSALSALSALSALSA
AnacondaAnacondaAnacondaAnacondaAnaconda

housing bushousing bushousing bushousing bushousing bus
schedulescheduleschedulescheduleschedule

**DFAC hours remain the same**DFAC hours remain the same**DFAC hours remain the same**DFAC hours remain the same**DFAC hours remain the same
for Sunday.for Sunday.for Sunday.for Sunday.for Sunday.

**BLDG 7001 is near the PX/**BLDG 7001 is near the PX/**BLDG 7001 is near the PX/**BLDG 7001 is near the PX/**BLDG 7001 is near the PX/
gym, pool, stadium and theater.gym, pool, stadium and theater.gym, pool, stadium and theater.gym, pool, stadium and theater.gym, pool, stadium and theater.
**Bus will depart from housing**Bus will depart from housing**Bus will depart from housing**Bus will depart from housing**Bus will depart from housing

offices.offices.offices.offices.offices.
**The bus rides are non-stop to**The bus rides are non-stop to**The bus rides are non-stop to**The bus rides are non-stop to**The bus rides are non-stop to
the locations mentioned above.the locations mentioned above.the locations mentioned above.the locations mentioned above.the locations mentioned above.

Soldiers from the 659th Engineer Company (Construction Support) measure the width of the freshly laid asphalt to ensure it meets stan-
dards. This was the company’s first off post mission since they have deployed to LSA Anaconda in January of 2005.

ENGINEERS page 1

310 F asphalt. So with that heat we
would go through a lot more people. At
night it is cooler, we did not have to
rotate as many people through,” St.
John said. “During the day there is much
more traffic, especially civilian traffic that
runs on the bridge, which would have
made the work more complicated.”

 U.S. and coalition forces pulled
security together around the clock to
ensure the engineers could concentrate
on their mission.

To make this project happen, the

engineers used “around 670 tons of
asphalt and have put in close to a 1,000
man-hours,” St. John said.

They also used other engineer  equip-
ment like dump trucks, pavers and rollers.

“As a combat engineer, it was nice to
blow things up,” Hansen said.

“Getting to build stuff as a concrete
and asphalt equipment operator and
seeing the product being used is one of
the highlights of my job,” he added.

Smolen said, “I think it is nice to be
able to do our job outside of the wire and
feel like we are contributing to the lives of
the people here in Iraq.”

The engineers check the settings on the paver.
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TTTTTroops gather froops gather froops gather froops gather froops gather for “Night of Joor “Night of Joor “Night of Joor “Night of Joor “Night of Joy”y”y”y”y”
By Sgt. 1st Class Jennifer
K. Yancey
27th Public Affairs Detachment

The Eastside Morale, Welfare
and Recreation Center played
host to a celebration as civilians
and servicemembers of numer-
ous denominations gathered in
fellowship to rejoice in the one
thing they all had in common –
their love for Christ – sharing
this expression of love through
song, dance, and praise.

They called this congregation
of saints, the “Night of Joy.”

Christians throughout LSA
Anaconda met at the Eastside
MWR Aug. 12 to witness the first
gathering of this kind.

Maj. Andre Williamson, 42nd
Infantry Division liaison officer
and event organizer, felt “over-
whelmed” by the huge response.

“I can’t tell you how much
God has worked to put this
together,” he said.

While there are many praise
and worship teams around the
installation,  they rarely cross
paths.

“God sent the idea to put all

of the choirs together,”
Williamson said. “I just made
the suggestion, and it all rolled
into place.”

On this night, no one laid
claim to a particular religious
group. Though the numbers in
attendance were many, they all
sang and prayed with one voice.

“There are different denomi-
nations, different ways of
worshipping – but only one
God,” Williamson said describ-
ing his personal beliefs.

“It’s very uplifting to see
people of all denominations
unite under Christ,” said Spc.
Antonio A. Bingert, a microwave
radio systems operator and
maintainer from B Company,
50th Signal Battalion.

Those who participated cited
their inspiration behind the
Night of Joy.

“Jesus was the inspiration for
this tonight,” said Capt. Nicholle
Gousie, Provider Chapel Catho-
lic Choir member from Head-
quarters Company, 507th Corps
Support Group.

Air Force Tech. Sgt. Denise
Watson, 332nd Expeditionary

Mission Support Group, said,
“God was smiling on us.”

The event’s emcee noted the
significance of having such a
celebration amidst combat.

“God is everywhere,” said
Watson, “even in a war zone.”

And the daily hostilities we
face in this war zone “bring
reality to the need for prayer,”
said Gousie. “But it’s not going
to hurt our spirit in any way.”

“It’s great that we could have
this kind of activity in Iraq,” said
Spc. Melanie J. Reese, 578th
Signal Company, 440th Signal
Battalion, 22nd Signal Brigade.
“People back home don’t believe
we have church here.”

Though the event successfully
connected Christians of different
faiths, some felt the Night of Joy
held another purpose.

Bingert, a member of the
Tuskegee Chapel Praise and
Worship Team, said he hoped
the event would result in a
spiritual breakthrough for those
who want to give themselves to
Christ.

Bingert said, “That was our
goal tonight.”

Photos by Sgt. 1st Class Jennifer K. Yancey

Chaplains minister during an altar call at the Night of Joy August 12.

Troops show their excitement with hugs and high-fives during the celebration.

The Provider Chapel Catholic Choir enchanted the crowd with melodious hymns.
Members of the Freedom Chapel Gospel Ensemble reminded the faithful that it truly was a
Night of Joy at LSA Anaconda’s East MWR Center August 12.
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East MWREast MWREast MWREast MWREast MWR
ScheduleScheduleScheduleScheduleSchedule

WWWWWesesesesest MWRt MWRt MWRt MWRt MWR
ScheduleScheduleScheduleScheduleSchedule

PilaPilaPilaPilaPilatestestestestes
The LSA Anaconda Fitness Center

offers Pilates classes at 5:45 a.m.  Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday.

AerobicsAerobicsAerobicsAerobicsAerobics
There will be an aerobics class Mon-

day, Wednesday and Friday at 6 p.m.
Freestyle aerobics is Saturday at 9
a.m., and today at 1 p.m.

KKKKKarararararaaaaatetetetete
Karate classes will be today, Mon-

day, Wednesday and Friday at 7:15
p.m.

TTTTTae Boae Boae Boae Boae Bo
The LSA Anaconda Fitness Center

offers Tae Bo classes Tuesday, Thurs-
day and Saturday at 5:30 a.m.

KKKKKobobobobobushi Sessen Jushi Sessen Jushi Sessen Jushi Sessen Jushi Sessen Jutsuutsuutsuutsuutsu
The LSA Anaconda Fitness center

offers classes in the feudal warrior
combat art Tuesday, Thursday and
Saturday at 8:30 p.m.

CaCaCaCaCapoeirpoeirpoeirpoeirpoeiraaaaa
The LSA Anaconda Fitness Center

offers capoeira classes today at 6 p.m
and Monday, Wednesday and Friday
at 8:30 p.m.

Nihon Goshen AikidoNihon Goshen AikidoNihon Goshen AikidoNihon Goshen AikidoNihon Goshen Aikido
The LSA Anaconda Fitness Center

offers Nihon Goshen Aikido classes at
5:30 p.m. every Tuesday, Thursday
and Saturday in the Sprung Gym.

BrBrBrBrBrazilian Jiu-Jitsuazilian Jiu-Jitsuazilian Jiu-Jitsuazilian Jiu-Jitsuazilian Jiu-Jitsu
CombaCombaCombaCombaCombatititititivvvvveseseseses

Classes will be today at 8:30 p.m.
and Wednesday and Friday at 9:30p.m.

LSLSLSLSLSA AnacondaA AnacondaA AnacondaA AnacondaA Anaconda
Fitness CenterFitness CenterFitness CenterFitness CenterFitness Center

KKKKKarararararaokaokaokaokaoke Nighte Nighte Nighte Nighte Night

Open-mike nights will
be every Saturday at 8 p.m.

TTTTTaaaaabbbbble-Tle-Tle-Tle-Tle-Tennisennisennisennisennis
TTTTTourourourourournamentnamentnamentnamentnament

A Table-tennis tour-
nament will be every
Sunday at 3 and 8 p.m.

DarDarDarDarDartststststs
TTTTTourourourourournamentnamentnamentnamentnament

A darts tournament
will be Today at 8
p.m.

8-Ball8-Ball8-Ball8-Ball8-Ball
TTTTTourourourourournamentnamentnamentnamentnament

An 8-ball tourna-
ment will be held
every Monday at 3
and 8 p.m.

SpadesSpadesSpadesSpadesSpades
TTTTTourourourourournamentnamentnamentnamentnament

Spades tourna-
ments will be
Today at 8 p.m.

DOMINOESDOMINOESDOMINOESDOMINOESDOMINOES
“Doubles”“Doubles”“Doubles”“Doubles”“Doubles”

TTTTTourourourourournamentnamentnamentnamentnament
August 30

at 3 and 8 p.m.

Game NightGame NightGame NightGame NightGame Night
Game night will

be every Friday at
8 p.m.

Games featured
will include Risk,
Battleship and

Dominoes.

8-Ball8-Ball8-Ball8-Ball8-Ball
TTTTTourourourourournamentnamentnamentnamentnament
8-Ball tournaments will
be Wednesdays at

8 p.m.

PingpongPingpongPingpongPingpongPingpong
TTTTTourourourourournamentnamentnamentnamentnament

Pingpong tournaments
will be Tuesdays at

  8 p.m.

Dedicated to providing a variety of
services including:

Powers of Attorney and Notaries
Citizenship Application Preparation and Immigra-

tion Issues
Divorce and Family Law Issues

Guardianships
Tax Services

Servicemember’s Civil Relief Act Issues
FLIPL and Reprimand Rebuttals

Personnel Claims and Wills

LSA Anaconda Soldiers
Legal Center

DSN 829-1533/1538

A NBA Live 2005 tourna-
ment will be held

Friday at 3 and 8 p.m.

A Counter
Strike tourna-
ment will be

held Thursday
at 8 p.m.
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RRRRReligious Sceligious Sceligious Sceligious Sceligious ScheduleheduleheduleheduleheduleMovie Schedule

SustainerSustainerSustainerSustainerSustainer
RRRRReel Timeeel Timeeel Timeeel Timeeel Time

TheaterTheaterTheaterTheaterTheater
(schedule is subject to change)

  August 21
3 p.m. Shark Boy and Lava Girl
6 p.m. Dukes of Hazzard
9 p.m. Mr. & Mrs. Smith

   August 22
3 p.m. Dukes of Hazzard
6 p.m. Deuce Bigalow II
9 p.m. Shark Boy and Lava Girl

   August 23
3 p.m. Honeymooners
6 p.m. Dukes of Hazzard
9 p.m. Batman Begins

   August 24
3 p.m. Sahara
6 p.m. Constantine
9 p.m. Monster In-Law

   August 25
3 p.m. Shark Boy and Lava Girl
6 p.m. Dukes of Hazzard
9 p.m. Mr. & Mrs. Smith

   August 26
3 p.m. Batman Begins
6 p.m. Deuce Bigalow II
9 p.m. Deuce Bigalow II

   August 27
3 p.m. Land of the Dead
6 p.m. Deuce Bigalow II
9 p.m. Batman Begins

Roman Catholic Mass
Wednesday 11 a.m. Air Force Hospital
Saturday 5 p.m. Tuskegee Chapel
Sunday 8:30 a.m. Freedom Chapel
Sunday 9 a.m. Tuskegee Chapel
Sunday 11 a.m. Provider Chapel
Sunday 8 p.m. Provider Capel Annex
Mon.-Fri. 7 p.m. Tuskegee Chapel

Sacrament of Reconciliation
(30 minutes prior to each mass)

Church of Christ
Sunday 11 a.m. Aviation Village 1/245th ATS
Conference Room

Islamic Prayer
Friday 12:30 p.m. Provider Chapel

Samoan Congregational Service
Sunday 4 p.m. Provider Chapel

Latter Day Saints
Sunday 1 p.m. Provider Chapel
Sunday 3 p.m. Freedom Chapel
Sunday 7 p.m. Tuskegee Chapel

Jewish Prayer
Friday 6:30 p.m. Provider Chapel Annex

Liturgical- Protestant
Sunday 8 a.m. Provider Chapel

Protestant-Gospel
Sunday 11 a.m. Sustainer Indoor Theater
Sunday 11:30 a.m. Freedom Chapel
Sunday 7 p.m. Provider Chapel

Protestant Praise and Worship
Sunday 9:30 a.m. Sustainer Indoor Theater
Sunday 5:30 p.m. Tuskegee Chapel
Sunday 6:30 p.m. MWR Tent 29th Spt. Bn.
Sunday 7 p.m. Freedom Chapel
Wednesday 7:00 p.m. Freedom Chapel

Protestant-Contemporary
Sunday 11 a.m. Town Hall

Protestant-Traditional
Sunday 7:30 a.m. Air Force Hospital Chapel
Sunday 9:30 a.m. Provider Chapel
Sunday 10 a.m. Freedom Chapel

Movie Synopsis for August 21- 27
Dukes of Hazzard
PG-13, Action/Comedy, 106 min
Seann William Scott, Jessica Simpson

Set in present day, the story follows the adventures
of “good old boy” cousins, Bo and Luke Duke, who with
the help of their eye-catching cousin Daisy  and moon-
shine running Uncle Jesse, try and save the family farm
from being destroyed by Hazzard County’s corrupt com-
missioner Boss Hogg. Their efforts constantly find the
“Duke Boys” eluding authorities in “The General Lee,”
their famed 1969 orange Dodge Charger that keeps them
one step ahead of the dimwitted antics of the small south-
ern town’s Sheriff Roscoe P. Coltrane.

Batman Begins
PG-13, Action, 134 min
Christian Bale, Ken Watanabe

The origins of the Batman legend and the Dark
Knight’s emergence as a force for good in Gotham. In
the wake of his parents’ murder, disillusioned indus-
trial heir Bruce travels the world seeking the means to
fight injustice and turn fear against those who prey on
the fearful. He returns to Gotham and unveils his alter-
ego: Batman.

Deuce Bigalow: European Gigolo
Not Rated, Comedy,
Rob Schneider, Eddie Griffin

Deuce Bigalow is seduced back to his unlikely plea-
sure-for-pay profession, when his former pimp T.J. Hicks
is implicated in the murders of Europe’s greatest gigo-
los. Deuce must go back to work in order to clear his
good friend’s name. Along the way, he must compete

against the powerful European Union of prosti-dudes
and court another bevy of abnormal female clients.

Mr. & Mrs. Smith
PG-13, Action, 120 min
Brad Pitt, Angelina Jolie

John and Jane are an ordinary suburban couple with
an ordinary, lifeless suburban marriage. But each of them
has a secret — they are actually both legendary assas-
sins working for competing organizations. When the
truth comes out, John and Jane end up in each other’s
cross-hairs.

Land of the Dead
R, Horror, 93 min
Simon Baker, Asia Argento

In a modern-day world where the walking dead roam,
the living try to lead “normal” lives behind the walls of
a fortified city. Outside the city walls, an army of the
dead is evolving. Inside, anarchy is on the rise. With the
very survival of the city at stake, a group of hardened
mercenaries is called into action to protect the living
from an army of the dead.

The Adventures of Sharkboy and Lavagirl
PG, Action/Adventure
Taylor Lautner, Taylor Dooley,

Max is an outcast little boy who has become lost in
his own fantasy world in an attempt to escape the ev-
eryday worries of dealing with parents, school bullies
and no-fun summer vacations. When Max realizes the
characters in his imagination might be more real than
anyone else believes, his whole world changes.

Religious schedule subject to change
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By Sgt. Traci Varrasso
Staff writer

The American Red Cross Armed
Forces Emergency Services hosted an
open house on Aug. 13, to invite Soldiers
in from the heat to learn about what
they have to offer deployed Soldiers,
what their mission is and where they
are located at Logistical Support Area
Anaconda.

“The mission of the American Red
Cross Armed Forces Emergency Service
is to be a line of communication be-
tween families and all [servicemembers]
and civilians who are deployed. We are
the voice of the families here in Iraq,” said
assistant station manager, Edwin
Miranda.

Although they are well known for their
emergency communication system
between families and deployed
servicemembers, the American Red
Cross also offers Soldiers a place to relax
and get away from the wartime environ-
ment by providing movies and television.
They distribute quality of life items such
as toiletries and books, and they offer a
canteen service providing Soldiers with
hot and cold drinks.

During an emergency situation from
home, families can contact their local
Red Cross.  The Red Cross in theatre will
receive a verified message that they
will, in turn, pass on to that individual
Soldier’s chain of command.

 “During my last deployment I received
a Red Cross message,” said Spc. David
Parvin from the 183rd Maintenance
Company from Fort Carson, Col.  The
open house is a good idea for Soldiers to
become familiar with what the Red Cross
has to offer, Parvin said.

“When I was stationed in Germany,
my father and brother passed away. The
Red Cross was able to help me to get
home both times,” said Staff Sgt. Gloria
Fatuesi, an automated supply specialist
acting as a logistical liason officer from
the 3rd Infantry Division.

Fatuesi had a great experience with
the Red Cross on her past deployments.
Through them she was able to donate
toys and books to local children.

 With three American Red Cross
stations functional in the theater of
operations, volunteers are here to offer
support and aid to those Soldiers in need.
After 25 years of American Red Cross
experience, station manager Sandy
Chambers claims, “I can not imagine
doing anything else. This job is very
rewarding and I like the comradery
amongst the Soldiers and how accepting
they are to our service”.

The American Red Cross is located at
Building 4141 B, across from the Post
Exchange. They are open seven days a
week, 24 hours a day. To contact the
American Red Cross for more informa-
tion and for family contact cards you
can call DSN 829-1522 or 829-2986.

RRRRRed Cross holds open houseed Cross holds open houseed Cross holds open houseed Cross holds open houseed Cross holds open house

Photo by Sgt. Monika Comeaux

Sgt. Matthew Shepard, an aircraft power train repairer from F Company, 238th Aviation
Maintenace Battalion marks his hometown on the U.S. map posted at the Red Cross office.

Women’s EqualityWomen’s EqualityWomen’s EqualityWomen’s EqualityWomen’s Equality
DayDayDayDayDay
hosted byhosted byhosted byhosted byhosted by

     301st ASG301st ASG301st ASG301st ASG301st ASG
at theat theat theat theat the

East MWR CenterEast MWR CenterEast MWR CenterEast MWR CenterEast MWR Center
August 26 at 7p.m.August 26 at 7p.m.August 26 at 7p.m.August 26 at 7p.m.August 26 at 7p.m.

“Celebrating women’s“Celebrating women’s“Celebrating women’s“Celebrating women’s“Celebrating women’s
right to vote.”right to vote.”right to vote.”right to vote.”right to vote.”



PAGE 15AUGUST  21, 2005 ANACONDA TIMES

ArmArmArmArmArmy calls Air Fy calls Air Fy calls Air Fy calls Air Fy calls Air Force torce torce torce torce to swimming poolo swimming poolo swimming poolo swimming poolo swimming pool
Photos by Staff Sgt. Engels Tejeda

1st Lt. Gil Florez, a platoon leader with the 394th Adjutant General Postal Company, challenged Airmen and civilians to join him at the pool for some friendly competition.

By Staff Sgt. Engels Tejeda
Sfaff writer

Soldiers challenged Airmen and
civilians to “show their skills” as the
Logistical Support Area Anaconda’s
Morale, Welfare and Recreation coordi-
nators kicked off the camp’s intramural
swimming training at Turner Indoor
Swimming Pool.

“Our goal is to [develop] a fun and
competitive environment where they
can also have a group of people to
workout with,” said Erin Rogers, the
MWR coordinator in charge of the
intramural swimming program.

Rogers, a veteran swimmer of more
than nine years, designed a training
program expected to wave into shape
those who jump into the pool.

He wants participants to eventually
swim between 1,500 and 2,000 meters
during practices, which are scheduled
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
either from 5:45 a.m. to 7 a.m. or 7:30 p.m.
to 8:45 p.m.

“The workouts consist of a warm-up, a
main set to get their hearts pumping,
some drill work and then a cool down,”
said Rogers. “Swimming will work you
in ways that you are not used to.”

1st Lt. John S. Leake agreed, noting that
swimming “is a good way to improve my
(physical training) score and it’s a lot
better than running.” Leake, a targeting

officer for the 29th Brigade Combat Team.
He said he started swimming

intramurals to improve his breathing
while at the same time getting a head start
on the day.

More than providing an alternative to
running, intramural swimming will also
provide a venue for some friendly compe-
tition, Rogers said.

“Eventually, I want to have swim
meets where they can compete . . . I
would like to get some fun rivalries
going like Army versus Air Force. But
that’s down the road,” he said.

Perhaps not too far down the road.
Though only two out of 16 swimmers
who originally signed up attended the
first day of morning practice, a fluke
probably attributable to a surprise dust
storm that hit Anaconda, by the begin-
ning of the second week 19 people swam.
Even though not everyone was ready to
swim for the gold, swimmers seemed
eager to start competing.

“I’m going to stay in intramurals
because Army is the best,” joked 1st Lt.
Gil Florez, a platoon leader with the
394thAdjutant General Postal Company.
“My dad was in the Air Force and it
would be good to rub it in.”

Who will be doing the bragging, of
course, remains to be seen as the Air
Force promises to answer the challenge.

For more information on intramural
swimming contact Rogers at
Erin.Rogers@Halliburton.com Erin Rogers (center) times 1st Lt. John Leake while 1st Lt. Gil Florez takes a break.
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No flames left behindNo flames left behindNo flames left behindNo flames left behindNo flames left behind
Fire fighters go the distance to make sure no flames are left behind during a fire fight at the
29th Support Battalion’s gym and MWR tent August 13.

Photo by Sgt. Monika Commeaux

Cowboy-upCowboy-upCowboy-upCowboy-upCowboy-up
A Soldier takes a break from working hard to have a little fun.

Photo by Sgt. Marshall Thompson

WWWWWhhhhhy did the comic come to Iry did the comic come to Iry did the comic come to Iry did the comic come to Iry did the comic come to Iraq ...?aq ...?aq ...?aq ...?aq ...?
Dave Mishevitz, headlining comedian, reminisced signing-up for Airborne school during the
Comics on Tour show at LSA Anaconda’s East MWR Center August 7.

Photo by Sgt. Marshall Thompson

MakMakMakMakMake ye ye ye ye your bour bour bour bour budududududdddddy smiley smiley smiley smiley smile
Soldiers battle it out during the LSA Anaconda soccer league championship.


