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Individual Deployment 
Training expands

See page 6 & 7

By Heidi Soerensen

Component members gathered at 
the flight line in front of Hangar 
IV on 9 July to view the very last 
Legacy E-3A taking off. Before 
take-off, E-3A Component 
Commander Brig. Gen. Stephen 
Schmidt met the maintenance 
and flight crew at the flight line 
to mark this historical event. 

At 0935 N-17, tail number 446, 
departed for its NATO Mid-Term 
(NMT) upgrade in Manching, 
Germany. During its four-month 
stay in Manching, EADS Military Air 
Systems and the Boeing Company 
in cooperation with the E-3A 
Component are responsible for 
the NMT upgrade work.  N- 17 is 
expected to return to the Component 
on 3 November this year.

Since 1982, the Legacy E-3A has 
successfully been part of historic 
NATO operations, flying for peace 
and security. After more than 25 
years, the Legacy era is about to come 
to an end as the entire E-3A fleet will 
be NMT retrofitted this year. Also 
the Component’s mission simulators 
will be completely NMT upgraded 
before the year is over. But the work 
does not stop there, and maybe it is 
even more appropriate to say that 

most of the Component has been 
NMT retrofitted. This major upgrade 
is affecting not only the Flying 
Squadrons and Operations Wing 
(OW), but also Training Wing (TW), 
Logistic Wing (LW) and Information 
Technology Wing (IW), which 
are heavily involved in the NMT 
transformation too.

After three years of planning, the 
NMT Programme commenced in 
1997 to enhance the capabilities of 
the E-3A fleet as a force multiplier 

and to enable it to face the new 
challenges of the coming years 
by improving its overall combat 
capabilities. The NMT Programme 
has been treated as a single-block 
upgrade consisting of nine integrated 
system enhancements, including 
modern software architecture for 
future growth.

Plans and Programmes Division 
(PPC) is one of the NMT key players 
and a good place to start taking a 
closer look at the NMT upgrade 
process at the Component. PPC are 

the organizers and planners of NMT 
and other requirements for the 
Component’s aircraft. As I enter PPC, 
my eye catches a Winston Churchill 
quote on the wall, “There is only one 
thing more difficult than getting a 
new idea into the military mind… and 
that is getting the old one out.”

“Looking back, the NMT upgrade 
has been an extensive process. In 
November 1999 N-01 (tail number 
453) departed to Boeing Wichita 
Maintenance & Modification Center 
in Kansas for the very first NMT 
upgrade. After six months N-01 
transferred to Boeing Seattle for 
its test phase. More than 100 test 
flights were made in order to meet 
the specifications and requirements. 
Each flight focused on various details 
and functionalities, such as data 
transmission link, communications, 
jamming and even flight vibrations,” 
explains Assistant Program Manager 
MSgt. Toine Kuipers, who was 
stationed for 3 years as a Component 
representative at the Boeing site in 
Seattle.

Four years later, N-01 returned to 
the Component and the first NMT 
AWACS was a reality. “

See N-17 on page 3

Last Legacy aircraft takes off for its 
NMT upgrade in Manching, Germany 

Farewell N-17 – Farewell Legacy

Maintenance crew (from left to right): Crew Chief Mr. Michael Webb, Crew Chief 
SSgt. Scott Albee, Aircraft Maintenance Supervisor 1Lt. Markus Michels and Crew 
Chief CMSgt. Luigi Grazioli. 

Photos Andrea Hohenforst

Flight crew (from left to right): First Pilot Capt. Chris Lak, Flight Engineer TSgt. 
David Stoner, Aircraft Commander Maj. Fabio Incagli, Navigator Lt. Col. Ekkehard 
Heinichen, Passive Controller, Capt. Gary Sandt.



BMW Military Sales
A salute to those who serve

BMW Military Sales

www.Bavarian
MotorCars.de

The Ultimate
Driving Machine

BMW 335i Converible     (PX51226)
Monaco Blue Metallic, Saddle Brown Leather, 
Alarm, Automatic, Comfort Access, Cold Weather
Package, I POD Adapter, Paddle Shifters, Sport
Package, Satellite Radio, etc.

total delivered price $ 44,995.-

BMW 335xi     (A007489)
Sapphire Black, Black Leather, All wheel drive,
Automatic, Dark Burl Wood Interior, Heated Seats, I POD 
Adapter, Sport Package, PowerWindows, Power Sun Roof, 
Power Locks, Remote Keyless Entry, etc.

total delivered price $ 37,995.-

BMW 528i    (BY65061)
Monaco Blue Metallic, Saddle Brown Leather, 
Air Conditioning, Alarm, Cold Weather Package, CD
Player, Cruise Control, Comfort Package, Heated 
Frontseats, I POD Adapter, Navigation, Power Seats, 
Premium Package, Power Windows, Power Sun Roof, 
Power Locks, Park Distance Control, Xenon Lights, etc.

total delivered price $ 44,995.-

BMW 335i    (PA66199)
Monaco Blue met., Terra Dakota Leather, Alloy Wheels, 
Comfort Access, Heated Frontseats, Navigation,    
Premium Package, Sport Package, Fog Lamps,   
Floormats, Leather Steering wheel, Multifunction for
Steering Wheel, Rain Sensor, etc.

total delivered price $ 39,995.-

BMW 528xi     (BZ45010)
Arctic Metallic,  Black Leather, 4 wheel drive, Automatic,
Cold Weather Package, Front Comfort Seats, 
Navigation, Park Distance Control, Premium Package, 
Xenon Lights, Cruise Control, CD Player, Power
Windows, Power Locks, etc. 

total delivered price $ 46,995.- 

BMW 328i Coupe    (PU89368)
Sparkling Graphite Met., Black Dakota Leather, Air
Conditioning, Cruise Control, Comfort Access, Fog 
Lamps, Heated Frontseats, I POD Adapter, Lights 
Package, Moonroof, Park Distance Control, Power front
seats w driver memory, Rain Sensor, Smoker´s Package, 
Tire Pressure Monitor System, Xenon Lights etc.

total delivered price $ 35,995.-  

BMW 535i     (CN56996)
Jet Black, Beige Dakota Leather, Air Conditioning,
Armrest, Alloy Wheels, Alarm, Automatic, Cruise
Control, Chrome Line Exterior, Moonroof, Navigation, 
Power front seats w driver memory, Smoker´s Package, 
Tire Pressure Monitor System, Xenon Lights, etc.

total delivered price $ 45,995.-

BMW 650i Convertible     (CX58154)
Black Sapphire Metallic, Chateau Pearl Leather, 
2 Doors, Air Bag, Cold Weather Package, Comfort
Access, Heads Up Display, Leather Interior, Premium 
Package, Sport Package, etc.

total delivered price $ 75,995.-

Over 101 cars in stock.
Same day delivery.

www.BavarianMotorCars.de
All listed cars are in stock. For more Details call our authorized agents.

E-Mail: info@BavarianMotorCars.de

KATTERBACH
Phone 09802 957 377
Phone 09802 957 378

BAMBERG
Phone 0951 9370500

GRAFENWÖHR I
Phone 09641 9240414
Phone 09641 9240416

WÜRZBURG
Phone 0931 27885 890
Phone 0931 27885 892

GARMISCH
Phone 08821 73036 40
Phone 08821 94339 41

SCHWEINFURT
Phone 09721 67527 35
Phone 09721 67527 32

VILSECK
Phone 09662 8779

ANSBACH 
Phone 0981 9700127

GRAFENWÖHR II
Phone 09641 9260615

DARMSTADT
Phone 06151 7007413

MANNHEIM
Phone 0171 7869250

BMW 328i  Convertible 2007   (PX11093)
Space Gray Metallic, Cream Beige Leather, Cold 
Weather Package, I POD Adapter, Navigation, Premium 
Package, Park Distance Control, Sport Package, Cruise 
Control, CD Player, Power Windows, Power Locks, etc.

total delivered price $ 43,995.-
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N-17
Continued from front page

The first upgrade was very 
challenging and we all learned to 
be patient. Even though the E-3A is 
handed over to Boeing during the 
NMT upgrade, we work in very close 
collaboration, especially for the test 
flights and ground acceptance tests,” 
says Kuipers. In November 2005 N-02 
(tail number 458) departed to the 
EADS Manching site in Germany and 
completed its NMT upgrade in less 
than a year. The following upgrades 
all took place in EADS Manching and 
lasted an average of four months per 
aircraft, including test flights.

The NMT upgrade provides an 
expanded command and control, 
intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance capability. Among 
many major updates the NMT 
includes new IFF interrogators and 
transponders, five additional display 
consoles and a digital audio system. 
Last but not least is the hallmark 

Maintenance of the E-3A is 
sometimes overlooked but 
nevertheless crucial for mission 
accomplishment. Before the 
NMT modification work, special 
preparations and inspections are 
required. In the case of N-17 this 
work began on 24 June this year 
with N-17’s return from Depot 
Level Maintenance (DLM). 

DLM involves a Major Inspection 
of the Aircraft Structure and 
takes place every six years for the 
E-3A. After an aircraft returns 
from DLM, Logistics Wing (LW) 
performs a Receiving Inspection, 
which includes the reinstallation 
of several parts, such as all 
mission seats, all ESM antennas, 
all crypto equipment and the 
radar transmitter. Ten working 
days with two shifts per day are 
scheduled for accomplishing that 
inspection. 
Before an E-3A leaves for NMT 
upgrade, LW performs a Transfer 
Inspection, starting with a de-
modification part, followed by 
the official handover to Boeing. 
The duration of a normal 
Transfer Inspection is 12 working 
days.
 “To get N-17 ready for its NMT 
upgrade was a challenge due to 

the fact that the return from 
DLM was delayed by more 
than a month. The aircraft was 
originally scheduled to return 
on 14 May, but returned on 24 
June. The NMT input day was 
scheduled for 9 July, and every 
day of delay would cost NATO 
€40,000. Since we had only 
12 working days (normally 22 
are needed) between receiving 
the aircraft from DLM and 
transferring it to Boeing, Capt. 
Frank Lorek and I created a work 
flow for a combined Receiving 
and Transfer Inspection, which 
was based on 24 hours duty 
(for some Maintenance Shops) 
including the weekends. Now 
we had a lot of pressure to 
keep to what we promised. 
MSgt. Bernd Schreiber and 
MSgt. Mike Weisbecker were 
assigned as Dock Chiefs to cover 
the shifts. They managed the 
shops to ensure all maintenance 
requirements were accomplished. 
With very good planning, 
coordination between all the 
agencies involved, plus motivated 
people, we were successful, and 
N-17 took off as scheduled,” 
explains the proud LW Plans & 
Scheduling Branch Chief, Capt. 
Harry Walter.

Maintenance working day 
and night to get N-17 ready 

of NMT, the new Human Machine 
Interface (HMI) flat-panel display, 
which was mainly developed with 
input from AWACS operators. 
It allows a user-friendly set-up 
providing the crewmembers with 
improved situational awareness. 

“Understandably, a program 
of this magnitude has presented 
many challenges, and even though 
the entire E-3A fleet will be NMT 
retrofitted by the end of the year, the 
work will continue,” says Component 
NMT Program Manager Maj. Joe 
Dillis. 

“We will continue to rely 
on Component expertise to 
integrate hardware and software 
enhancements, while operators 
will apply best practices and lessons 
learned to optimize how we train 
with and employ the many new NMT 
capabilities. In the end, no one will 
ever claim that NMT was easy, but we 
can all take great pride in knowing 
we helped to develop the most 
formidable Airborne Command and 
Control platform in the world.”

By Heidi Soerensen

The building site next to the NATEX 
retail store can no longer escape 
ones attention and is now attracting 
curious looks from Component 
members. The NATEX retail store is 
a popular shopping outlet and the 
current centralized warehouse facility 
in building 75 is no longer sufficient 
to meet the customers demand. 
Consequently NATEX decided to build 
a 222m² new retail warehouse. 

“The new retail warehouse will 
improve overall efficiencies through 
the added convenience of being 
adjacent to the actual store. This 
will expedite the merchandise 
replenishment process, ultimately 
being in a better ‘in-stock’ position, 
and improving our overall customer 
service. Having more retail 
(warehouse) space will also enable us 
to buy more strategically, extending 
the savings/better prices to the 
customer,” explains NATEX Vice 
President, Ms Diana Sousa. 

Besides taking good care of the 
customers, NATEX is also nursing its 

employees and prioritizing a better 
work environment. With the high 
demand for office space on base, 
NATEX is also building an additional 
236m² office building next to the 
new warehouse and will house the 
NATEX Accounting Department’s 15 
employees.   

“We also took this opportunity to 
better accommodate our employees; 
the Accounting Department is 
currently located in building 99 and 
they too require more space and a 
better overall work environment. It is 
a priority for us to continue to ensure 
a high level of job satisfaction and 
well-being for our employees,” says 
Ms Sousa.

The planning of the building 
activities started several years ago 
and was endorsed by the Base 
Support Wing. Thereafter the Base 
Infrastructure Office sends the 
project particulars out for tender and 
ultimately arranges all construction 
requirements. The new retail 
warehouse and the accounts building 
will be completed by approximately 
October this year and is 100% funded 
by the NATEX.

Upon completion of the new warehouse and accounts building, NATEX has 
funded more than 4,200 m² new building space on the Component, and 
approximately 780 m² in parking lots.                           Photo Amn Daniel Schmitz

NATEX adds 458m² 
to its successful business

By Mark Beauchamp

The Component Civilian Staff 
Association held its Quarterly Hail 
and Farewell on 9 July at the Frisbee 
Club. E-3A Component Commander 
Brig. Gen. Stephen Schmidt was on 
hand to congratulate Mr. Eckhard 
Lippe (pictured) who retired from 
the Component after serving 
since May 1986 as a Civil Engineer 
(Infrastructure - Base Support 
Wing).

Brig. Gen. Schmidt also presented 
Component Certificates of 
Appreciation for 25 years of faithful 
service to the Component mission 
to Mr. Peter Stredder, Mr. Joseph 
Heerings, Mr. Friedrich Franken, Mr. 
Frans Snackers, Mr. Hermann Roth 

and Mr. Karel van ‘t Hoog. Members 
present were privileged to hear an 
update on a number of important 
issues by the E-3A Component 
Commander, as well as enjoy the 
company of many retired former 
Component members who also 
attended the event.

CSA holds quarterly Hail and Farewell

Photo Andrea Hohenforst
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By Col. Angel Burgos

Sargento (OR6) Fernando Alonso 
joined the Spanish Air Force in 
July 1994, at the Command, 
Control and Telecommunications 
School in Madrid. After his 
graduation as an electronics 
technician, he was posted to 
the Air Combat Command, 
where he held appointments 
in Electronic Warfare (EW) & 
Communications Branch. His 
commitment to the job, and his 
passion for technology made it 
possible for him to be selected to 
train as a Satellite Maintainer 
and Operator by Indra Space 
Corporation. 

His international career began 
shortly thereafter at the CAOC 8 as 
a crypto custodian; and continued in 
the aftermath of 11 September, 2001, 
when he deployed to Peter Ganci AFB, 
located in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, with a 
squadron of Spanish C-130s.

“Working in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom, 6,000 kms away 
from Zaragoza, our home station, 
was really remarkable”, says Fer-
nando.

 “We had to fly those aircraft no 
matter what; there was no such thing 
as a working schedule or time-off 
for the coalition troops fighting in 
Afghanistan, and it was up to us to 
deliver the supplies and provide the 
air medical evacuation they required 
to carry on the mission”.

Spanish NCO Spotlight

With this background, Sargento 
Alonso arrived at MOB Geilenkirchen 
in 2003 as a Display Technician in 
Squadron 1. His unwavering ‘can 
do’ attitude, ability to quickly grasp 
new concepts, and inherent talent 
to prioritize multiple taskings, put 
him in the Component nucleus of 
highly dedicated personnel operating 
under high tempo. “Two years later 
I was faced with the possibility of 
going to Seattle and training for the 

July’s fitness event

On Thursday, 31 July this 
month’s fitness event will be 
held, a 20-km road biking on 
base. The start will be at the 
New Gym at 1100.

More details on the Sports 
WISE page 

NATO Mid Term; a challenge I fully 
embraced without hesitation,” says 
Fernando. “Integrated in the NMT 
Squadron 1 team, we completed 
our own training on the modified 
E-3A and came up with the Systems 
Technician training package to con-
vert the rest of the crews.” He adds: 
“Now that I work as an instructor in 
the Squadron 1 Training Section, I 
always keep in mind that some of the 
most qualified technicians around the 

globe are sitting around me. Teaching 
is more about sharing than passing 
on knowledge, for me.” 

As the Spanish Senior Representa-
tive, it is my privilege to wholehear-
tedly acknowledge this accomplished 
NCO. Skilled, friendly, positive, 
enthusiastic, he leads by example, 
and these qualities, coupled with his 
boundless energy, are an inspiration 
to all his NCO comrades.

Sargento Fernando Alonso in front of the 
NAEW&CF E-3A Component welcome sign.

Photo courtesy NSESP

Accompanied by ACOS J1 SHAPE, 
Brig. Gen. Jan-Peter Spijk, the Japa-
nese Defence Attaché to Belgium, 
Col. Keitero Akiyama flew on an E-3A 
mission with Squadron 3 on 10 July. 
During the flight E-3A Component 
Commander Brig. Gen. Stephen 
Schmidt gave a Component overview 
briefing about the mission and capa-
bilities of the NATO AWACS.

Japanese Defence Attaché flies mission

Brig. Gen. Stephen Schmidt welcomes 
Japanese Defence attaché to Belgium 
Col. Keitero Akiyama, while Brig. Gen. 
Jan-Peter Spijk, ACOS J1 SHAPE, is 
watching.

Photo Andrea Hohenforst



First House in T

 Exclusive single, double & triple rooms  
with shower/WC, minibar 

 Suites equipped with modern appliances
such as kitchenette, microwave, coffee
machine, DVD player, balcony

 Apartments for families fully equipped with
modern appliances, two bedrooms, living 

 room, kitchen, microwave, coffee machine, 
bathroom/WC, DVD player or video recorder 

 Appliances for entire hotel: Wireless 
LAN, color tv, ASTRA, Premiere Pay-tv,  
direct dial phone, washers & dryers, sauna

Theodor Heuss Ring 15 phone:

  
+49 (0)2451 627-0    

52511 Geilenkirchen fax:      +49 (0)2451

 
627300

                          e-mail: office@cityhotel-geilenkirchen.de                  
          URL: www.cityhotel-geilenkirchen.de 

  Superior

Our r   fr    

Only we can make you feel at home

GUESTHOUSES • APARTMENTS FOR RENT
Our houses are exclusively equipped. 
Best location in GK. Singles & families.

With washer/dryer, digital satellite receivers 
with over 400 programmes, cable or wire-
less DSL connections, and garden furniture.

All houses are equipped with dishwasher.

Pets allowed. Welcome gift. 
Landscaped gardens.

w w w . p e t r a - g u e s t h o u s e . d e

For information/reservation call: PETRA GOERTZ
phone +49 (0)177 8808882 or +49 (0)2451 64957

Rimburgerweg 2A
Brunssum
Tel. +31 (0)45 5254770
fax  +31 (0)45 5259913
www.eastern-delight.nl

All you can eat buffet. More than 50 dishes!

Parties on weekdays are welcome

 

 

CARE BY VOLVO       =      CARE FOR YOU 
    BY AUTO KALLEN GELEEN! 

      

            

          
 
 

 
 

 

- New Car Sales 
- US and Canadian Specs 
- European specs 
- Diplomat Sales 
- Specials on Military Sales 
- Original Spare Parts 
- Friendly English-speaking staff 
- Service and Maintenance 

Only Official Volvo Military Sales agent 
            for the Netherlands! 

                                              Just 15 km from Geilenkirchen and 8 km from Brunssum! 

  Rijksweg Zuid 320 6161 BZ Geleen +31 (0)46 4238686 www.autokallen.nl 
info@autokallen.nl 

www.ambridge.nl   winkel.ambridge.nl   046 - 485 37 35   
service centre: Fischerpad 105  Sittard    store:  Limbrichterstraat 10  Sittard

the new  
Apple Premium Reseller 

store  Sittard 

Authorized merchant

tax free shopping

Service and repair 
of all iPods, Macs 

and Macbooks

Airport Shuttle Service
Zentrale Schumacher

Phone: +49 (0)2452 - 7777  
Call for information/reservations and ask for Mary
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JFC HQ Alliance 
Theatre presents

The theatre is located in Building  #406, 
JFC HQ Brunssum, the Netherlands. 
Doors open 30 minutes prior to film 

start. Admission for 
adults is €4, 

and for 
children 
(11 and 
under)  

is €2. 

The Strangers  (R)
Friday, 25 July, 1930
Liv Taylor, 
Scott Speedman

The Chronicles of Narnia: 
Prince Caspian (PG)
Saturday, 26 July, 1600
Tilda Swinton,  

The Ruins (PG)
Saturday, 26 July, 1900
Jonathan Tucker, 
Jena Malone

Deception (R)
Friday, 1 August, 1930
Hugh Jackman, 
Michelle Williams

Speed Racer (PG)
Saturday, 2 August, 1600
Emile Hirsch, 
Christina Ricci

Sex and The City (R)
Saturday, 2 August, 1900
Sarah Jessica Parker, 
Kim Cattrall

By Darlene Girod

In 1966 ‘Rheindahlen District’ 
a part of British Scouts Western 
Europe, organized the ‘Rheindahlen 
District Scout Camp’ on an airfield 
near Mönchengladbach. A local Ger-
man Scout Troop (DPSG Rabenhorst, 
Mönchengladbach) and a Dutch 
Scout Troop (Scouting Wellerlooi) 
were invited to participate. This camp 
was a great success and friendships 
were formed. The following year, the 
Dutch and German Troops agreed to 
organize a reciprocal camp at Weller-
looi, Netherlands. This camp (1967) 
was then named Intercamp. Since 
then, the idea of an annual Inter-
national Scout Camp over Whitsun 
Weekend has been nurtured and 
grown into the current Intercamp.

Six Canadian youths, (including 
2 Scouts, 3 Senior Cubs and 1 Girl 
Guide) attended this year’s Intercamp 
from 9 to 12 May with the assistance 
of 3 leaders and a parent volunteer. 
Friday they arrived at camp, set up 
their tents, and had supper. Off to 
bed as it would be a busy weekend. 

On Saturday morning we were all 
ready for the 0930 opening ceremo-
ny. They raised a flag for each country 
represented by the more than 3,000 
participants. There was Canada, UK, 
Poland, France, the Netherlands, USA, 
Switzerland, the Czech Republic and 
of course the host Germany. Fol-
lowing the opening each youth was 
given a letter and was told to find 
youth from the other international 
groups with the other eight letters 
to spell out ‘INTERCAMP’ creating 
mixed teams. Once in a group, they 
were given a map and directions to 
Bernkastel-Kues (3 km walk), and a 
series of site pictures within the town 
where they had to answer questions. 

Scouts gather for 
Intercamp 2008!

The scouts take a break during one of their 
hikes.

Photo courtesy Dean Parsons

Text and photos
Capt. Richard Komurek

The Individual Deployment 
Training (IDT) programme at the 
Component has been expanded, 
extending the course from three 
to four days in order to provide 
enhanced training for all Component 
deployable military and civilian 
personnel.  The training is conducted 
in modules that cover the topics of 
Theatre Awareness Training, Ground 
Defense Capabilities, Recuperation 
Capabilities and Chemical, Biological, 
Radiological and Nuclear Defense 
Capabilities. Some of the new topics 
covered in the expanded training 
are mine awareness training and 
camouflage techniques.  

In addition to an overnight stay 
in tent-city and several hours of gas 
mask and other individual protective 
gear wear, IDT also offers participants 
extensive hands-on training in fire 
fighting and first aid skills for the 
deployment environment.

Once completed, IDT participants 
are qualified for four years with 
the requirement to attend a yearly 
refresher course as a follow-up.

A few hours later, with all the ans-
wers, they returned to the campsite 
and participated in eight activities, 
which relied on cooperation and 
communication to be successful. 
Upon completion, all participants 
were awarded a piece of the 
camp crest. Later, the winning 
team from each of the six sub 
camps competed in challenges to 
determine the overall winner.

Sunday, our leader came back with 
a map. It was a 16 km trek across the 
Mosel River, up the vineyard regions, 
over the ridge far above us, then 
down into the neighbouring valley 
to another town. Hats, sunscreen, 
lunches, first aid kit, snacks and water 
were all prepared and we were off. 
The first 3 km weren’t too bad. But 
then the next 2 or 3 km were almost 
straight up. By the time we reached 
the top of the ridge, we had climbed 
over 400 metres. During the hike 
we participated in several challen-
ges including knot tying, European 
knowledge, orienteering, nature 
knowledge, and neckerchief first aid. 
We all made it into the town and had 
time to enjoy an ice cream at a local 
shop. Once back at the camp, we 
were awarded the second piece of the 
camp crest. That evening, we started 
up a small fire to roast marshmal-
lows and shared some with the Dutch 
troop camping beside us. 

The Canadian Scouting movement 
is back and looking for new members 
boys and girls! If you would like more 
info for your child or to become a 
leader please visit www.scouts.ca or 
contact the 1st Geilenkirchen Scou-
ting Group directly.  Membership is 
open to children of all nationalities. 
We have already begun planning and 
it looks to be another great year, so 
why not enjoy Europe with us?

Individual Deployment Training expands, 
adds additional training scenarios

During the Mine Awareness scenario, students learn to search 
for landmines in order to save a person injured in a minefield.

IDT instructor TSgt Sascha Subreg monitors the control center 
for the indoor shooting range. The control center calculates 
the number of hits on target and the overall score for students 
conducting weapons training during IDT.

Student MSgt. Torsten Wosziedlo fires 
a P-7 9mm pistol during weapons 
training at the indoor shooting range.



25 July 2008 NATO Skywatch 7

Individual Deployment Training expands, 
adds additional training scenarios

Medical Squadron instructor Günther Hellmann directs IDT students on the 
proper technique for loading a patient into an ambulance.

As part of firefighting training, students respond to extinguish a car fire in Tent City.

Fire Department 
instructor Jozef 
Gorski watches as 
Capt. Steven Chung 
practices the use of a 
fire blanket.

During the Mine Awareness scenario, students learn to search 
for landmines in order to save a person injured in a minefield.

Following a simulated chemical attack, students conduct 
Post Attack Reconnasiance in Tent City.

IDT instructor TSgt Sascha Subreg monitors the control center 
for the indoor shooting range. The control center calculates 
the number of hits on target and the overall score for students 
conducting weapons training during IDT.
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The fall session of Volkshochschule 
language courses is starting the week 
of 1 September. Classes are held in 
Bldg 141. Basic price for intensive 
courses: €72 for 24 mornings/eve-
nings. Registration in class. Further 
information at ext. 4954. The fol-
lowing courses are offered:

German
A1 - Beginners – intensive courses, 

Berliner Platz 1, lesson 1: Mon & Thu, 
1000-1130,  instructor Tanja Rzeppa, 
room 109; Tue & Thu, 1900-2030, 
instructor Meral Alkan-Oncu, room 
109; Tue & Thu, 1900-2030, instruc-
tor Christine Mertens, room 118.

A1 - Advanced – intensive courses, 
Berliner Platz 1: Tue & Thu, 1730-
1900, instructor Meral Alkan-Oncu, 
starting with Lesson 7, room 109; 
Mon & Wed, 1000-1130, instructor 
Marita Brinker, starting with Lesson 
7, room 118.

A2 - Intensive course, Berliner Platz 
2, lesson 13: Tue & Thu, 1730-1900, 
instructor Christine Mertens, room 
118.

B1 - Berliner Platz 3, lesson 25: 
Mon, 1800-2030, instructor Christine 
Mertens, room 118, basic price €54. 
This course directly prepares you for 

the Zertifikat Deutsch, an interna-
tionally acknowledged degree. You 
will have the opportunity to take this 
exam.

English
A1 - Beginners - intensive course, 

Headway, beginner, lesson 1: Tue 
& Thu, 1015-1145, instructor Janet 
Budzyna, room 118.

A2 - Intensive course, Headway, 
elementary, lesson 1: Tue & Thu, 
0830-1000, instructor Janet Budzyna, 
room 118.

B1 – Intensive course, Headway, 

intermediate, lesson 1: Tue & Thu, 
1000-1130, instructor Aileen Porter, 
room 125.

The basic price for the following 
courses is €36 for 12 mornings/eve-
nings, B1 - advanced conversation 
class: Mon, 1000-1130, instructor Ai-
leen Porter, room 125. Increase your 
fluency by discussing current topics 
and interesting texts.

Italian
A1 – Beginners, Thu, 1900-2030, 

instructor Angela Borsi, room 125.
A2 - Thu, 1730-1900, instructor 

Angela Borsi, room 125.

Volkshochschule Language Courses

‘Tae Bo’ creator, Billy Blanks, will 
tour USAFE and NATO bases from 
25 July to 2 August promoting the 
annual USAFE Services Extreme 
Summer program. On Monday, 28 
July Billy Blanks will visit the E-3A 
Component.

Billy Blanks® is the creator of 
Tae Bo®, the revolutionary total 
body fitness system that has helped 
millions of people around the world 
get in shape and feel great! He has 
also devoted a great deal of time 
toward helping people through 
his Foundation and by travelling 
around the world to train the U.S. 

Armed Forces. In addition, Billy’s 
extraordinary achievements as a 
world karate champion, actor (The 
Last Boy Scout), author, motivator, 
philanthropist and humanitarian 
continue to earn him acclaim and 
have solidified him as a household 
name in America.

Please join Billy at the New Gym 
(bldg 206) 28 July at 0700 for a 
chance to experience Tae Bo® from 
the man himself. Autograph/photo 
session will follow immediately after 
the workout. No sign up is necessary, 
just show up and be ready to SWEAT! 
Open to all NATO ID cardholders.

Tae Bo Legend Billy Blanks visits E-3A 
Component for Extreme Summer 08

Photo courtesy: USAFE Services Extreme Summer 08’

Ideas for day-trips and excursions for 
children in the Geilenkirchen area

Text Giulia Mariotti

Bad weather? Why not try the 
indoor “PeeWee” Playground

Among many of the E-3A 
Component parent community the 
word “PeeWee” refers to much more 
than to just a place, but to an great 
emergency valve for small and large 
offspring alike who need to work off 
– or rather “play off” – their never-
ending resource of steam!

The fact is that the “PeeWee” keeps 
young and old alike entertained, 
especially in bad weather. Its 400sqm 
of play room with plenty of climbing 
frames, slides, tube slides, rocking 
horses, bouncing and rubber mats, 
toddler playhouses, and hundreds 
of soft harmless colourful balls, 

provides plenty of entertainment 
and running space for the little ones, 
while parents can decide whether 
to join in the fun or simply relax 
with a cup of coffee and a book at 
strategically placed tables with a 
good view over the play area.

For those seeking a less active 
kind of entertainment, there are 
also pay-for bumper cars which 
provide endless fun for drivers and 
passengers alike.

Entrance is free for children 
under 2, €1 for grandparents, €5 for 
children over 2, and €3 for adults. 
Opening Times: Mondays to Fridays: 
1330-1830, Week-ends and holidays: 
1000-1830. The PeeWee is located 
in Max Planckstr. 14 Geilenkirchen 
(Niederheid). For more information: 
www.peeweegeilenkirchen.de, or call: 
02451 – 8228.

Tips for Trips with Toddlers

By Greg Johnson

The Park & Sell - flea market/ga-
rage sale event is normally held the 
second Saturday of every month until 
October. The next one is Saturday, 9 
August. It is located at the U.S. Dental 
Clinic Parking lot (next to the NATEX 
grocery store) on the Geilenkirchen 
NATO Air Base.

Sellers should show up and set 
up between 0900 and 1000 on the 

Park & Sell
morning of the event, no reservation 
required. Sellers pay a $5 or €4, non-
refundable fee.  

Shopping lasts from 1000 to 1300. 
Interesting items and good bargains 
can be found there and it is especially 
good for incoming and departing 
personnel to buy and sell items uni-
que to the area, for example, 220-volt 
items. Open to all NATO ID cardhol-
ders. For more information please 
call (0)2451-63-2258.

By Michael Fohrmann

The NATO Airbase Soccer Team did 
it again! Coach Mr. Werner Schumm 
organized a friendly soccer match 
against the team of Gilze-Rijen Air 
Base, the Netherlands. All players 
were highly motivated to show their 
best soccer. The result of 8-0 for 
the NATO Air Base team was not as 

important as the camaraderie shared 
between the teams. After the match 
all players met together and enjoyed 
a nice BBQ where everybody had a 
drink and talked together. This was 
another good example of friendly 
sports competition between the Ger-
mans and the Dutch.

Component soccer team wins match 
against Dutch air base



Heating oil
low price

top service 

Bischoff & Leeuw oHG 
Berliner Ring 15-17 ● 52511 Geilenkirchen ● +49 (0)2451 68001

VERTRETUNG  
DER ESSO AG

Bischoff, Vliex & Schöngen GmbH und Co. KG

DAY C A R E

Animal Hotel Abdissenbosch
For 30 years the address where your pet feels at home

New cat-place where your cat can move freely. Roomy outside place,  
playgrounds, central heated. Grooming salon,  

also Do-It-Yourself wash salon for pets.

Opening hours: Monday-Saturday 08:00-12:00 and 16:00-19:00 hrs.
Sundays and holidays closed for bringing in or picking-up.

Vogelzankweg 230 • NL-6374 AN Landgraaf • phone +31 (0)45 5317217
www.dierenhotelabdissenbosch.nl (also in English)

Steegh
Insurance

For all your insurance needs
Concessionaire of JFC HQ Brunssum for the past twentyfive years!

Location: Building H-603, JFC HQ Brunssum, ext. 2492
T +31 (0)45 5262492      E JFC@steegh.nl      W www.steegh.nl (JFC HQ)

Vamos de Copas al Café Madrid

TAPAS -  
an expression of a 
fine Spanish life style 

TAPAS -  
are tempting, small 
delicacies that accom-
panied by a good 
beverage, invite to a 
nice chat with friends

Kitchen open daily: 
12.00-15.00  

and 18.00-23.00

Apfelstrasse 16  Heinsberg Downtown  Phone +49 (0)2452-106290

Experience  
the Spanish  

way of life  
at Café Madrid

every first Sunday 
of the month

jazz-breakfast
0900 - 1300 hours

Sheer
driving pleasure

Mokam

www.mokam.nl

Mokam A2 Mobilport
Australiëlaan 30
6199 AA Maastricht-Airport
Tel. +31 (43) 358 80 80 
www.mokam.nl

UNSTOPPABLE.
The new BMW 
R 1200 GS and 
R 1200 GS Adventure. 
Available now!!

Mokam: new and used BMW motorcycle 

sales, service and maintenance.

- Special military sales discount.

- US and Canadian specification available.

- English speaking staff.

- The best service in the region.

080201 Adv Skywatch.indd   1 28.01.08   11:37

Workshop & spare parts: Bernd Schüller
schueller@autohaus-conen.de – Phone +49 (0)2452 9510 16

Sell: Marcel Gehlen – gehlen@autohaus-conen.de – Phone +49 (0)2452 9510 13
Fax +49 (0)2452 9510 20 – www.autohaus-conen.de – English spoken

Authorized Honda partner, Acura and Citroën workshop
Large selection of new and used cars

Spare parts (Honda, Acura and Citroën)
Maintenance and services (for US-spec. also)

Body repair and spray paint jobs

Conen GmbH

Erkelenzer Straße 76 - Heinsberg-DremmenTAX
FREE

TAX
FREE

Starting price € 21.419 Starting price € 20.449
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MWA InforMAtIonAugust
IDH, Officers’, Frisbee and Sentry 
Clubs now on the BASS LAN 
System. Menu information under 
Public Folders/Base Support 
Wing/Services Squadron/Clubs 
or IDH. Also, check out the 
Services Squadron web page for 
programme information and 
upcoming events. 

E-3A Component Clubs 
Sunday brunch will alternate 

between Officers’/Frisbee Clubs. 
Members from both clubs are eligible 
to attend. Brunch prices members 
€10.70, guests €13, children 4-12 
years half price. Reservations should 
be made NLT 1200 on the Friday 
before, Club cards are required. 
For additional information, please 
contact the Officers’ Club, ext. 4990, 
or the Frisbee Club, ext. 4994.

3 No brunch
10 Officers’ Club family brunch,   
 Frisbee Club closed.
17  Frisbee Club lunch, Officers’   
 Club closed.
24 Officers’ Club family brunch,   
 Frisbee Club closed.
31 Frisbee Club brunch, Officers’  
 Club closed. 

  
Officers’ Club (SWPO/4990) 

Operating hours bar Monday-
Friday 1100-1800; restaurant 
Monday-Friday 1130-1330; Sunday 
1100-1400 (alternating with the 
Frisbee Club). Reservations are 
required for Sunday brunch by 1200 
on the Friday before. Club cards 
required when using the Frisbee Club 
(ext. 4994). Lunch at the Officers’ 
Club Monday through Thursday; A 
la Carte menu served, a vegetarian 
menu also available, Friday buffet 
style lunch.

Throughout the month membership 
appreciation. One time each month 
for each Officers’ Club member, buy 
one drink of your choice and get an 
equivalent drink of your choice free of 
charge, Club cards required.

Tuesdays 1700-1800 Happy 
Hour, free snacks available; Fridays 
1430-1700 Happy Hour, free snacks 
available.

The Officers’ Club has rooms 
available for your conferences, meetings, 
presentations, lunches or Commanders’ 
Call, make your reservations now.

For members living on base – if 
you like to watch TV and/or have a 
drink during the weekends while the 
Club is closed – collect the key for the 
Officers’ Club Casual Bar at the Pass/
Visitors’ Office, Main Gate. 

Officers’ Club participation in Frisbee 
Club events: During Frisbee Club 
opening hours, Officers’ Club members 
are eligible to utilize the Frisbee Club for 
breakfast, dinner and Sunday brunch 
(on an alternating basis between the 
Frisbee and Officers’ Clubs). Club cards 
required when Officers’ Club members 
are using the Frisbee Club.

Cancellations for Officers’ Club 
events will be accepted up to two 
days prior to the event on ext. 4990. 
After this time, a cancellation fee of 
€5 per person must be charged for 
non-excused absences.  

Visit the 
Officers’ Club 
Web Page on 
the Component 
Information 
Portal, 
through Base 
Support Wing, 
Services Squadron, 
Clubs, for the latest 
information.

11-14 Salad specials   
 during lunchtime.
26 BBQ on terrace available  
 from 1600-2000, see   
 special flyer.
27-29 No lunch served due to   
 special function. 

Frisbee Club (SWPN/4994) 
Make a reservation today at 

the Frisbee Grill and enjoy the 
cosy atmosphere and good food! 
Remember - the Frisbee Club is open 
for breakfast and dinner to all Frisbee 
and Officers’ Club members (club 
cards required).

Every Monday-Thursday Happy Hour 
from 1700 until 1800; every Friday 
Happy Hour from 1430 until 1900 
(including snacks at 1700).

Every Monday lunch ‘Bratwurst 
Special’. Every Tuesday lunch ‘Frisbee 
Burger’. Every Wednesday lunch 
‘monthly special’. Every Thursday 
lunch ‘Fish Special’. Every Friday 
lunch BBQ buffet. Every Monday 
and Friday steak night (normal 
restaurant times) - steak dinner only, 
reservations required. 

4, 11, 18, 25 
 Country line dance, at 1930.
5 Skat, at 1800.
 Bingo and International   
 Wives Club activities will be  
 back in September.

Sentry Club (SWPJ/4997)
Special information: For any food 

order more than €20 you will receive 
a bottle of wine for free! In addition 
to the daily special, the Sentry Club 
will also offer a weekend special, 
which will include a soup or dessert 
as well as the main course. The 
weekend special will be advertised 
in the Sentry Club and also on the 
Component information web page.

Last Pizza Order at 1930, Monday-
Friday; variety of new pizzas is available 
now, i.e. Pizza ‘Gyros’, Pizza ‘Calzone’ 
and Pizza ‘Spinach’. We also will add 
some new toppings. As soon as the 
preparations are finished, the details 
will be advertised on our Component 
information web page. We will also offer 
little rolls made from pizza dough with 
herb butter or garlic mayonnaise.

Take advantage of our new Salad 
Bar, various types of freshly prepared 
salads available at a reasonable price.

Do you need support for 
conferences or meetings? The Sentry 
Club can assist with coffee, soft 
drinks, half rolls or freshly prepared 

muffins. 
For more 

information, 
please 
contact the 
Sentry Club 

management.
Need supplies 

for a party? The 
Sentry Club is your 

stop for Warsteiner 
Beer in 30 ltr and 50 ltr 

containers, various soft 
drinks in 1 ltr bottles and 

tables, benches and other items to 
help in organising your party. Please 

be sure to order in advance as certain 
items (e.g. tables, benches, beer 
wagons, etc.) must be ordered from 
the supplier.

In addition to our souvenir items, 
we also offer some very nice items of 
our 25th Anniversary: wine €4,50 per 
bottle (6 bottles for €24), T-Shirt child 
€5, T-Shirt adult €6, textile patch €3, 
wrist watch €65, art print of AWACS 
anniversary aircraft €12 (signed by 
artist €15).

Additional information on any of 
the above can be obtained from the 
Sentry Club Manager, ext. 4996.

 
Sports Department (SWPT/4946)

31 Monthly Sports Event
31 Closure Swimming Pool

Check our WISE page for latest classes 
and schedules.  

 
International Library (SWPL/4956)

The operating hours are 1100-1500, 
Monday through Friday.

Come and check out our collection 
of DVD’s, CD’s and books at your 
International Library at Bldg 96. 
Additionally we have a wide selection of 
New York Times Bestsellers or check out 
one of our DVDs. We have over 200 of 
them.

Relax and enjoy the nice 
atmosphere while browsing through 
the daily Stars and Stripes or one of 
our many magazine titles, including 
People, Cosmopolitan, Business Week 
and Travel & Leisure.  

Looking for new music? Check out 
one of our more than 300 CDs on 
hand. Movie night tonight? Check 
out our DVD selection. Taking a road 
trip? Check out our large selection of 
audio books on CD & cassette. Ever 
heard of a ‘Playaway’? Come and see for 
yourself, this small portable pre-loaded 
digital Audio Book comes with a set of 
earphones or you use it with external 
speaker or a car adapter. Available at 
your library.  

We are pleased to offer our ‘retired’ 
videocassettes to you for sale at the 
reduced price of €0,50. 

International Pre-school 
(SWPS/4957) Summer Break!

1 Bokrijk Open Air Museum &  
 Playground (Genk).

8 Monkeys Indoor Playground  
 (Heinsberg).

For more information and 
registration, please call the school’s office 
at ext. 4957 or visit us!

Thrift Shop (SWPG/4919) 
Open on Thursdays only, from 

1000 to 1400. 
 

International Youth Activities 
(SWPY/4954/5) 

Registration and further information 
at the IYA Office in Bldg 95, ext. 4955.

Summer Break program
Until 15 August, 0800 to 1730, the 

IYA is organizing weekly sessions 
for children aged 6+. The program 
includes fun games, swimming, arts 
& crafts, sports, scavenger hunts, free 
play, special projects, and movies, but 
will also depend on the weather. Cost 
is €40 per child, including lunch on 
Friday, plus the cost of the field trip. 
The 3rd child only pays half price, and 
additional children are free. Slots are 
limited. 

Summer Break trips for international 
Component children aged 6 and up:

Movie Park Germany, 30 July, 
0800-1900, €29; Beekse Bergen 
Safaripark & Adventure Playground, 
NL, 6 August, 0800-1900, €28; 
Phantasialand Amusement Park, 13 
August, 0800-1900, €34. Chaperones 
go free. Slots are limited. 

Trip to Eltz Castle and Cochem on the 
Mosel

The IYA is offering a bus trip to the 
Mosel valley on Saturday, 30 August, 
0800-2000. First we will visit the 
huge medieval fairy-tale castle Burg 
Eltz and its treasury. From there we 
will travel on to the beautiful historic 
town of Cochem. On the market 
place in the old town and along the 
Mosel River the local winegrowers 
are celebrating the annual Weinfest 
with music, wine booths and 
traditional food. Cost is €17 for 
adults, €15 for ages 6-17, and €10 for 
ages 5 and under. 

Swimming courses for beginners and 
advanced beginners

The next IYA swimming course 
for children aged 5 and older at 
the Hallenbad Geilenkirchen is 
starting on 26 August. Instruction 
is on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1645 
to 1745. The program is organized 
according to the standards of the 
German Lifesaving Organization 
DLRG. Our certified instructors speak 
English and German, and work with 
the children in groups according to 
the student’s individual skill level. 
Cost for 10 lessons is €42.

Dance classes
The IYA Dance program under the 

experienced and certified instruction 
of Mrs. Stella Schinagl is starting 
again at the IYA multi-purpose room 
the week of 25 August. We are 
offering various levels of Ballet and 
Tap&Jazz. Cost is €14 for 4 lessons. 
Register in class.



Krefelder Straße 674
41066 Mönchengladbach
(Opposite ‘Realkauf ’,
next to McDonalds)

VOLVO
TAX FREE SALES.

Jürgen Bird
Tel +49(0)21 61/96 99 973
E-Mail: jbird@vc.fsoc.de
www.vcmg.de

– Your OFFICIAL VOLVO sales agent in Germany

– ALL specifications; US & Canadian, European, etc.

– NATO Forces discount prices & promotions

– Full VOLVO showroom and workshop facilities

– English & German speaking staff

– 15 years Military Sales experience

Volvo. for life

Bistro - Ice-cream parlor open: 
Tuesday/Saturday 
1200-2100 hrs

Waldschänke GmbH
An der Waldschänke 1  -  52538 Selfkant - Süsterseel  -  +49 (0)2456 5099971

Ice-cream parlor 
home made ice-cream

Bistro  Restaurant

N E W

Restaurant’s kitchen open: 
Friday/Saturday 1700-2100 hrs, 
Sunday 1200-1400 and 1700-2100 hrs
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Authorized Hyundai partner 
in Heinsberg-Dremmen

Diplomat sales
New car sales

Friendly English-speaking staff
Original spare parts

Service and maintenance

Sales: Thorsten Mevissen
Phone: +49 (0)2452 96731 15 • Fax: +49 (0)2452 96731 29

mail: mevissen@car-center-conen.de

Sales: Manuel de Castro
Phone: +49 (0)2452 96731 16 • Fax: +49 (0)2452 96731 29

mail: decastro@car-center-conen.de

Authorized 
Citroën partner

Large selection of new cars

Spare parts for Citroën

Hyundai Santa Fe Hyundai I 30 Citroën C5 NEW Citroën C-Crosser

CAR-CENTER-CONEN
Gladbacherstraße 5 - 52525 Heinsberg-Dremmen

www.car-center-conen.de

Altes Brauhaus
TEMPORARY

LODGING

FAMILY-FRIENDLY ACCOMMODATION 
FOR SHORT OR LONG-TERM STAYS.
Member
Professional
Association
of Innkeepers
International

Each apartment features:

• Private, fully equipped 
kitchen

• English language 
programming with SKY 
satellite

• Free ISDN telephone, wire-
less internet and DVD player

Brauereistraße 4

Gangelt-Langbroich

+ 49 (0)2454 936555

Brauhaus@langbro.de

www.langbro.de



LIVE IN STYLE...

How to find us:  
From Geilenkirchen/Brunssum take the motorway 

E314 direction Antwerpes, exit Maasmechelen  
or from Aachen over the Holland border direction 

Antwerpes, 1200-m after the Belgium custom,  
exit Maasmechelen.

Rijksweg 477 • 3630 Maasmechelen

BELGIUM • Tel. +32 (0)89 76 19 23

www.meubelhof.be

 

A  
large 

variety 
of clocks 

  at the 

 best
 price!

...with our selected collection of solid 
Belgian style and oak furniture.
Please come and see 
for yourself!

• Bedrooms

• Suites

• Dining room 
    corner units

• Wall units

• Lamps

• Clocks

• Occasional furniture

Special Nato Discount 
and Tax Free Sales!A
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auto-himmels.de

Heinsberg Humboldtstr. 13 (Nähe Real) 0 24 52/90 30 30
Geilenkirchen Gutenbergstr. 5 (Niederheid) 0 24 51/40 90 90
Erkelenz Gewerbestr. Süd 73 (Nähe Praktiker) 0 24 31/9 77 77 0

For more information call:
0 24 51/40 90 911


