Phase Inspection

checks aircraft from nose to tail, S
"keeps E-3A fleet in top condition

— o = - See article on page 8
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Busy with installing the tail during

the phase inspection last December:

Mr. Dany Molemans (left),

M. Chris Matte (center) and

Mr. Johan Hooijmans.

Photo A1C Nick Baderschneider
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2008 BMW 316i Sedan (A126765)
Sparkling Graphite metallic, Black Dakota Leather, 4
Doors, Air Conditioning, Armrest, Alloy Wheels, Fog
Lamps, Floormats, Leather Steering Wheel, Lights
Package, Moonroof, Multifunction for Steering Wheel,
Navigation, Park Distance Control, etc.

total delivered price € 21,995.-

2008 BMW 325i Sedan (A262518)
Alpine White, Anthracite Cloth/leather upholstery,
Automatic, Air Conditioning, Automatic, Alloy Wheels,
Cruise Control, Comfort Package, Floormats, Fog
Lamps, Leather Steering Wheel, Lights Package,
Moonroof, Multifunction for Steering Wheel, Park
Distance Control, Rain Sensor, Smoker’s Package.

total delivered price € 23,995.-

=

Silver Gray metallic, Black Nevada leather upholstery,

All Wheel Drive, Adaptive Headlights, Armrest, Alarm,
Autmatic Tailgate, Automatic, Alloy Wheels, CD Changer,
HIFI Loudspeaker System Professional, Heads Up Display,
Lights Package, Moonroof, Navigation, Park Distance
Control, Power Seats, Smoker’s Package, Xenon Lights

total delivered price

BAVARIAN

€ 40,000.-

NATO BMW
Best stock deals.

2008 BMW 530xi Sport Wagon

| = ~
(WH74048)

i '-i -,'. 4

(CN02978)
Amthyst Gray, Gray Dakota Leather, All Wheel Drive,
Adaptive Headlights, Alarm, Active Cruise Control,
Automatic, Comfort Access, CD Changer,
Floormats, HIFI Loudspeaker System Professional,
Heads Up Display, Heated Steering Wheel, Heated
Front Seats, Night Vision, Navigation, Park Distance
Control, , Xenon Lights

total delivered price € 29,995.-

2008 BMW 530xi Sport Wagon
Oxford Green metallic, Beige Dakota leather, All Wheel
Drive, Adaptive Headlights, Armrest, Alarm, Automatic,
Alloy Wheels, CD Changer, HIFI Loudspeaker System
Professional, Heads Up Display, Lights Package,
Moonroof, Navigation, Park Distance Control, Power
Seats, Smoker’s Package, Xenon Lights, etc.

(CNO0009)

total delivered price

€29,995.-

o = = ™ o I .'l '.

2008 BMW X5 4.8i
Alpine White, Beige Nevada leather, Adaptive
Headlights, Air Conditioning, Blue Tooth, BMW Assist,
DVD, Floormats, Heated Front Seats, | POD Adapter,
Lights Package, Moonroof, Navigation, Park Distance
Control, Power front seats w driver memory, Sport
Seats, Third Row Seating, Xenon Lights

(L096915)

total delivered price € 61,500.-

BMW Military Sales

The Ultimate
Driving Machine

"y

2009 BMW 328i Sedan

(E126947)
2,604 miles, Space Gray metallic, Black Dakota leather,
4 Doors, Automatic, Cold Weather Package, | POD
Adapter, Multi-function Steering Wheel, Navigation,
Premium Package, Park Distance Control, Sport
Package, Xenon Lights, etc

total delivered price

$39,995.-

2008 BMW 328i Convertible (PX17765)
Barbera Red metallic, Cream Beige Dakota leather,
Automatic Steptronic, Premium Package, Sport
Package, Cold Weather Package, | POD Adapter,
Navigation, Park Distance Control, Paddle Shifters, etc.

total delivered price $42,995.-

2008 BMW M3 Coupe (PY39873)
1,313 miles, Jerez Black metallic, Black Novillo leather
upholstery, Premium Package, Technology Package,
| POD Adapter, Premium Sound, etc.

total delivered price $ 55,000.-

For more details on these or any other BMW stock call one of our agents now.

www.BavarianMotorCars.de
E-Mail: info@BavarianMotorCars.de

GRAFENWOHR

Phone 09641 9240414
Phone 09641 9240416

GRAFENWOHRII

Phone 09641 9260615

Frankfurt
Phone 06151 7007413
Phone 0152 29512868

MANNHEIM

Phone 0621 728495 0

WURZBURG

Phone 0931 27885 890
Phone 0931 27885 891

SCHWEINFURT

Phone 09721 67527 35
Phone 09721 67527 32

VILSECK

Phone 09662 8779

KATTERBACH

Phone 09802 957 377
Phone 09802 957 378

ANSBACH

Phone 0981 9700127

Motor Cars GmbH

BAMBERG

Phone 0951 9370500

GARMISCH

Phone 08821 94339 41
Phone 08821 73036 40

DARMSTADT

Phone 06151 7007413

BMW Military Sales
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Canadian Contingent
receives Golden Hawk Award

By Maj. Josiane Roberds

On the 25 November 2008, the
Commander of 1 Canadian Air
Division, Maj. Gen. Marcel Duval
visited the Canadian Contingent
(CC) in Geilenkirchen. He took
the opportunity to tour an E-3A
aircraft and speak to all the
members of the CC during a
Commander’s Call. At this time,
he also presented the Air Force
Association 2008 Golden Hawk
Award to the Component. The
nomination for the Golden Hawk
Award stated:

“For more than 25 years, Canada
has been one of the most highly
regarded nations of the NATO Airborne
Early Warning and Control Force
(NAEW&CF). Despite its relatively
small size, ranking third in numbers of
personnel behind the U.S. and Germany,
as is true of Canadian involvement in
any international effort, CC-NAEWF

has ‘punched well above its weight' by
directly and demonstrably contributing
to the remarkable performance of the
NAEW&CE "'

The inscription on the Golden
Hawk Award plaque says:

“In recognition of their leadership,
professionalism, dedication, teamwork
and outstanding contribution to the
operational capability, effectiveness,
and transformation of the NAEW&CF,
the Canadian Contingent NAEW&CF
is hereby awarded the 2008 Air Force
Association of Canada Golden Hawks
trophy."?

During the Commander's Call, Maj.
Gen. Duval also gave updates on new
and upcoming aircraft acquisition
programs as well as the latest news
on current operations. He finished
the talk by mentioning new initiatives
and further restructuring currently
underway with the Canadian

Col. Manfred Arndt (right),
Canadian Contingent Commander,
receiving the 2008 Golden Hawk
Award from Maj. Gen. Marcel
Duval, Commander 1 Canadian
Air Division, during his visit to the
Canadian Contingent.

Photo courtesy Cpl Peter Larsen

Forces. An informal meet and greet
concluded the visit itinerary.

Notes 1 and 2: Courtesy of the Air Force Magazine
Vol 32/No.3 page 23.
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Vacancy announcement

Applications are invited for the
following post:

Laboratory technician, AGK SMS
0330, Advertisement Number

08031, NATO Grade B-3, assigned
to the Laboratory Branch, Medical
Squadron, Base Support Wing. This
post is due to be filled as soon as
possible. Closing date: 2 March 2009.

Q
Q
Q
Q
Q
Q
Q
Q
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O @y °5Gy PAOarchive : e
Sleleivlvlvioleivtvlolole

333338333330

review the advertisement posted in
Building 8.

Note: Only applications of qualified
personnel will be considered.

For further details, please visit
the Component Information Portal
(WISE) under Headquarters, PEC,
Recruitment/Services Section or

$# NATN SKYWALCH
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VAT Office — busier than ever before

By Heidi Soerensen

“We just finished the 2008
Valued Added Tax (VAT) financial
report, which summarizes last
year's VAT business, and this
report shows the busiest year
ever. So this is perfect timing

for a Skywatch article about the
VAT Office,” says Admin Officer
(Finance) Mr. Roland Becker
with a proud smile.

The VAT office located in Building
80 is one of the well-known offices
here at the Component, especially
for Component members eligible
for tax-free privileges. Since the
very beginning of the Component's
history in 1982 the VAT Office has
been supporting personnel who are
entitled to purchase tax-free on the
local economy.

“l was here when the VAT office
opened 27 years ago and the overall
concept is still the same, but the
procedures are much clearer now
than in the past. | remember in the
very beginning how some Component
members tried to arrange tax-free
purchase of a racehorse, a pedigree
dog, and even a coffin. Of course

this was never approved, since such
transactions are not in agreement
with the principles laid down in

the E-3A Component procurement
philosophy. Throughout the many
years the European tax landscape

has changed a lot, borders have been
opened, and the laws for international
trade have become more detailed. All
that together resulted in more clearly
defined procedures for tax free sales,”
says Mr. Becker.

The VAT Office is a part of the
Services Squadron's Accounting
Branch. Policy guidance is provided
by Budget and Finance Division
together with Legal Office. The
tasks of the VAT Office are many,
and on an average workday more
than 65 Component members use
its service.

One of its main tasks involves
transactions for the purchase of
tax-free merchandise on the local
economy. In 2008 a total of 5,000
transactions were completed, with
each of these involving several steps
and paperwork such as cost estimates
and purchase orders. Contact with the
company,/shop concerned is often
needed to finalize the transaction.

The Disbursing Office handles the
payments for these transactions.

The VAT Office also administers the
tax-free utility programme. Last year
1,480 Component members were
customers for the tax-free supply of
electricity, gas or telephone services.
This programme also involves
the VAT Office in arranging de-
registration within the three utility
categories and the administration
involved in telecom matters, such
as change of address, new numbers
and transfer to ISDN network.

Various ration cards are managed
by the VAT Office, and last year 6,250
ration cards were handed over the
counter. The VAT Office maintains a
ration card database monitoring the
number and validity of ration cards
and the details of ration cardholders.

Mrs. Edeltraut Hoben has been
working in the VAT Office for
19 years. Due to recent manpower
cuts she is currently the only person
assigned to the VAT Office. Needless
to say that with so many tasks, and
with 2008 being the busiest year
ever, there is a lot for her to do every
day. “Most of the time 1 really like my

New opening hours
for the VAT Office

Monday-Friday 0900-1130
(VAT service)
Monday-Friday 1400-1530
(Ration Card service)

l

job and 1 feel that working with so
many different nationalities is a great
benefit. However, it happens once in
a while that people try to make their
own rules and they forget that there
are certain procedures that have to
be followed. It is not an individual's
right to buy goods and services tax-
free, but a privilege that we have
been granted. The right to purchase
tax-free rests solely with the E-3A
Component,” she says.

Last year the VAT Office helped
Component members save around
1 million euros in taxes. The success of
the VAT Office also greatly benefits the
Morale and Welfare activities on base,
because part of the profit generated
by the VAT Office is used for a variety
of activities on the Component.

Last but not least, the surrounding
German and Dutch community
benefits from the increasing tax-free
shopping. For purchases from the
local economy in 2008, the VAT Office
processed transactions with a value
of more than 5.3 million euros. This
impressive figure includes an increase
of almost 700,000 euros in one year,
thus adding yet another record to the
2008 VAT financial report.

il

2008 VAT financial report reveals impressive
economic impact on the local community

Ms; Edeltraut Hoben'servicing one ofithe
-many daily customers'in the VAT-office.
o TR ey __'-“_'_Pho_t(_)ﬁqdrea Hohénforst
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%eX® Superior

Lt# dftotel

First House in Town ¢ 3-Star Hotel

* Exclusive single, double & triple rooms
with shower/WC, minibar

« Suites equipped with modern appliances
such as kitchenette, microwave, coffee
machine, DVD player, balcony

 Apartments for families fully equipped with
modern appliances, two bedrooms, living
room, kitchen, microwave, coffee machine,
bathroom/WC, DVD player or video recorder

« Appliances for entire hotel: Wireless
LAN, color tv, ASTRA, Premiere Pay-tv,
direct dial phone, washers & dryers, sauna =%

Our bistro g% yé{% is open daily from 0700 to 2400 hrs
Breakfast Buffet « Lunches (like Mom’s) from 4.80 € to 6.50 €  Take away meals
e‘t Theodor Heuss Ring 15 phone: +49 (0)2451 627-0
RS 52511 Geilenkirchen fax:  +49 (0)2451 627300
a‘lo tel

e-mail: office@cityhotel-geilenkirchen.de
URL: www.cityhotel-geilenkirchen.de

Theodor Heuss Ring 15
52511 Geilenkirchen
Tel. +49 (0)2451-1082

Tuesday-Sunday
1200-1500 & 1800-2300 hrs

Italian cuisine that’s the talk of the town
Varied lunchtime menus at great prices

We proudly introduce A“ianz @ and welcome ALL NATIONALITIES.

Haihoverstrasse 11

D-52511 Geilenkirchen

Email: geilenkirchen@culpeck.com e ﬁ G |J'\. ERALI
Web: www. culpeck.com e

Call 02451 2983

Only 9 miles from base and only
1 mile to the centre of Heinsberg.

Cosima’s Lodge

Indoor pool, playgrounds and
jogging path within walking distance.

Equipped with:

Modern complete kitchen, washer,
dryer, SAT-TV, DVD- and CD Player,
W-LAN, babybed, highchair, toys,
backyard, basket-ball.

" Enjoy your transition in this
new independent guesthouse.

Gdstehaus Cosima
Kuhlertstral3e 71
D-52525 Heinsberg-Schafhausen

Tel.: +49 (0) 2452-930600  Fax:+49 (0) 2452-930700
www.gaestehauscosima.de  gaestehauscosima@t-online.de

For further information or reservations
please contact Mrs.Cosima Godde at:

Experience the Fascination of a Mobile World

BMW. MINI. Land Rover. Opel. Renault. Dacia. Motorbike. Car rental. Emotions.
Insurance. Harley-Davidson. Events. Kohlibri gastronomy. Offroad tracks.
Tuning. Clothing. Infotainment. B&O. Accessories. Service. Fun. Lifestyle.
Premium Quality.

KOHL automobile GmbH - Heinsberg Branch

Industriestrasse 53 - 52525 Heinsberg
Tel.02452/91350+-Fax02452/91 35 40 -

www.kohl.de
@ [ ©
- ERALLT

Only we can make you feel at home

APARTMENT FOR RENT
www.petra-guesthouse.com

Our house is exclusively equipped.
Best location in GK. Singles & families.

With washer/dryer, digital satellite
receiver with over 400 programmes,
cable or wireless DSL connection,
and garden furniture.

info@kohl.de

pi=
SCHNITZER
va

The house is eqmpped with dis hw#sher

Pets allowed.WeIcome gift
j :Your own fencéﬂ 8a

Roat "

petra goertz@yahoo de
For information/reservation call: PETRA GOERTZ
phone +49 (0)177 8808882 or +49 (0)2451 64957

mulder

ADMINISTRATIVE AND FISCAL SYSTEMS OFFICE

Member of the Dutch Association of Tax Consultants, CB.

Specialised in consultancy and advice for inpats and expats
on all tax related issues.

We can take care of your tax returns for you and will give you professional and
personally tailored advice to maximise the potential of your tax-financial assets.

For more information or to make an appointment please contact us:

Location: Alexander Battalaan 44, 6221 CE Maastricht
Phone: +31 (0)43 - 3627506, Fax: +31 (0)43 - 3620990
E-mail: info@mulderadviesgroep.nl
www.mulderadviesgroep.nl

H\atlng oil

low price

top service

Bischoff, Vliex & Schongen GmbH und Co. KG
Berliner Ring 15-17 = 52511 Geilenkirchen = +49 (0)2451 68001
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AWACS aircraft model displays

Cre Ci

. TRV

Frank Jordine proudly presents his masterpiece.
' Photo courtesy Frank Jordine

By Leonie Schoelen

A scale of 1:11, a wing span of
four metres, a 4.2 metres length,
30 kg weight (when ready to
fly), and two fully functional
engines and a rotodome which
does rotate: These are the basic
data of Frank Jordine's aircraft
model, a detailed replica of a
‘real’ AWACS.

However, the layman cannot
imagine what they mean until he
sees a photo of the model next to a
child in order to get a feeling for the

actual dimensions of the huge model.

Except for the other two engines,
which are dummies and will later
on be used as tanks, the model will
have exactly the same functions like
flaps, retractable landing gear and
will in no aspect be inferior to its
‘big brother’, the AWACS aircraft
currently in action on base.

The 35-year-old civilian aircraft
maintenance technician (Crew Chief)
at NATO Air Base Geilenkirchen has

ultimately made his hobby

his profession. “I've been building
models for 20 years,” Frank says.

He has been working on the AWACS
model for five years, including longer
interruptions. In parallel to his main
projects and other repair works, he

is also building his own house.

It is his first military aircraft model
within countless fantasy aircraft
models, helicopters and - to a lesser
extent - car models. No wonder
that his workshop is bursting at
the seams: “Meanwhile, the AWACS
model does not fit in there anymore,”
says Frank. "l have to dismantle some
components every time | work on
it or in order to transport it."

Even though it is hard to believe
when looking at the highly
professional outcome, he claims not
to have a specific method or scheme
when beginning a model.

A starting point is often marked by
a "spontaneous liking followed by
a first plan and a few drafts."

How, then, has the AWACS model
developed to its fantastic condition as
of today?

f’'s passion for model makin

First of all, the wooden material
needed to be worked on with
adequate tools like carpenters do.

He then built a fuselage out of
lightweight balsa wood, orienting
himself by maintenance books and a
little plastic model, which he had cut
in pieces to copy true to scale. Moulds
for the engine cowlings were made
by pouring plastics around a core
made of styrofoam, whose parts were
afterwards laminated with glass fibre,
a building material especially suitable
to stabilize. To top it all, Frank Jordine
intends to apply the original paint -
whether it will be the blue anniversary
paint scheme or the traditional grey
colour he has not decided yet.

“As a child, 1 was always watching
the AWACS doing their touch-and-
goes," Frank outlines his fascination
about the aircraft. Speaking about
motivation, “There are lean times,
of course. But I have always managed
to overcome them relatively quickly,”
he says with a smile.

Given Frank's extraordinary
engagement for his hobby, one will

PR L S
i ; - - -

not be surprised to hear that he
is an active member of the bases’
international model aircraft club.
About 40 model aircraft enthusiasts,
most of them external, gather every
weekend in order to indulge in flying
their own, self-built models and
take partin air shows. Models can
fly up to 3 km but they should still
be visible. Surprisingly, according to
Frank, models can reach a weight of
150 kg and will still fly although a low
take-off weight is always desirable.
What is most challenging about
making a model fly from the
constructional aspect is calculating,
and, of course, creating the correct
angle of the wings with pinpoint
accuracy. Otherwise, the aircraft
will not fly.

Flying models is very tricky as
one can imagine and it needs to
be learned from an experienced
instructor. The worst thing that can
happen is a crash, which usually
results in the model being broken.

See AWACS MODEL on page 9



Café Restaurant Partyservice

Polish-MyRide

o
Simply The Bast For Your Car ™=

’ auls
amachHer<

52538 Gangelt » Am Freibad 10

Website: www.polish-myride.com From 20 unfil 24 February
GRAMAM &, CLARKSOM  Mobile: 401707381431 E-mail: info@polish-myride.com

Big Carnivaisbuffet Daily

To place an advertisement in All day long, on Friday starting at 1700 hrs =
T NATH SKYWATLH All you can eat for euro 13 per person
— T [ Please make your reservations in time
e Hub Durlinger meti o R i o oo 02464999
Phone +31 (0)46 4529292 Open: daily from 1100 hrs ¢ Reservations highly recommended
Skywatch s che only authorized Mobile +31 (0)6 54726473

Phone +49 (0)24 54 - 14 14
Fox  +49 (0)24 54 - 93 9301 www. Haus-Hamacher.de

RECREATIEPFARE DAGSTRAND OOST - MAARLAND B.V, @ @
N —— onoa onen goim
=]

NATO AWACS Base Newspaper. hub@durlingermedia.nl

- .
F L Authorized Honda partner, Acura and Citroén workshop
M T Large selection of new and used cars
Spare parts (Honda, Acura and Citroén)
F RI E N DLY F I RE | Maintenance and services (for US-spec. also)
o Body repair and spray paint jobs

Interesting
PAINTBALL offers

Look at: www.paintballmaastricht.nl &
or call: +31 (0)43 409 36 71 Starting price € 21.419 Starting price € 20.449
Since 15 years Erkelenzer Strale 76 - Heinsberg-Dremmen

the biggest and best paintballsite in Dutch Limburg. e)

TAX
FREE

Workshop & spare parts: Bernd Schiiller
schueller@autohaus-conen.de — Phone +49 (0)2452 9510 16

Sell: Waldemar Bader — bader@autohaus-conen.de — Phone +49 (0)2452 9510 13 @
RECREATIEPFARK DAGSTRAND ©OOST - MAARLAND B.V, HONDMA Fax +49 (0)2452 9510 20 — www.autohaus-conen.de — English spoken

G @ RESTAURANT S, i
THE REAL GREEK CUISINE

NEW < Lunch ;

¥ I "~
Monday Saturday from € 4,30 i
1200-1430 hrs to € 6,20
Also monthly lunch id-card (with name and id no.) for € 160,-
valid for the whole month, Monday-Saturday,
lunch including one beverage (0.4 Itr)
; 10% discount :

for NATO ID card holders

valid from Monday to Sunday (excluding lunch)

We hope you will feel at home with us

Open:
Monday-Saturday 1630 - 2400 hrs
M Sunday & Holidays 1200 - 2400 hrs M
Kitchen open until 2200 hrs
LUNCH: MONDAY-SATURDAY 1200 - 1430 hrs

BundesstraBe 163, 52538 Gangelt (Stahe)
Phone +49 (0)2454 969569 www.greco-palace.de
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Phase Inspection checks aircraft from nose to t:

By SMSgt. Johan Hijmenberg

To maintain the airworthiness
condition of our E-3A aircraft,
a phase inspection is conducted
at intervals of 180 days or

460 flying hours, whichever
comes first. This inspection is a
systematic check and breakdown
of every nook and cranny of the
aircraft. Every part and piece of
equipment is examined, and if
necessary repaired, modified or
changed. “We inspect the entire
aircraft from nose to tail,” says
CMSgt. Arno Poeschkens, who
supervises the multinational
branch and its 35 aircraft
inspectors.

The main goal of a phase inspection
is to simply make the aircraft better
than it was prior to the inspection.

A typical phase inspection lasts seven
to eight working days. It starts with

a pre-dock meeting at Hangar 3
involving several organizations from
Logistics Wing (LogWing). “A pre-
dock meeting takes place before each
inspection,” says CMSgt. Poeschkens.
“At this meeting, responsibility for the
aircraft is handed over from the flight
line crew chief to the phase dock chief.
The discussions cover the phase flow
and any special aspects potentially
influencing the time frame, such as
tasking from Force Command and/or
extra maintenance that has to be done
on the aircraft. If necessary, the whole
work flow and the timeframe have

to be adjusted.” While the pre-dock
meeting is still ongoing the aircraft

is already being towed into Hangar

2 for a thorough wash. Late evening
this first day the aircraft is ‘docked’ on
its spot in Hangar 1, so that the actual
inspection can start next day.

“Before the maintenance stands
are placed next to the aircraft, several
checks, like hydraulic system leak
checks and servicing of the flaps,
are performed,” says Mr. Karel
van't Hoog, who brings 25 years of
experience to the branch. “When the
stands have been placed the de-
panelling starts and the inspection
team carry out their checks."

The work performed by Phase
Inspection Section includes
preparation and inspection (the ‘look
phase"), lubrication and corrective
actions (the 'fix phase’), and finally
the bottom-up inspection. The post-
dock phase with a series of functional
checks concludes the phase inspection.

“The entire phase inspection
workflow consists of 500 individual
phase tasks and an additional 320
other tasks that are performed by
other maintenance trades of the
Logistics Wing," explains CMSgt.
Poeschkens. “Overall control,
monitoring, coordination and
supervision are accomplished by
the phase dock chiefs."

To help the aircraft inspector and
to ensure he doesn’'t miss a critical
part of his inspection, the items
contained in a look-phase inspection
are generally listed on inspection
work cards. That way the items can
be tracked as they are inspected.

While the aircraft inspectors
and other trades conduct their
inspections of the airframe, engines,
and all electronic, hydraulic and
environmental control systems
others are already busy repairing
items found not airworthy.

“When we discover something
that can't be handled by our section,

we inform the respective specialized
section as soon as possible. There

are 14 of these specialized branches
in Log Wing. In such cases they
schedule their work on the aircraft to
meet the deadline of the inspection
period.” Unfortunately the deadline
can't always be met. “There are times
when a ‘major item’ is discovered, an
item that needs more time to repair,”
says Mr. Van't Hoog.

While the Structural Repair
Section starts dealing with a cracked
flap, the Electric & Environmental
Control Systems Section is busy
exchanging the Avionics Forced Air
Cooling System fans near the wheel

MSgt. Nikolaos Drosos (left)
and M. Tevfik Hesapcioglu
exchange the Avionics Forced
Air Cooling System fansuear
the wheel suspension. =

suspension. “A Time Compliance
Technical Order specifies that this
exchange has to be done on all the
aircraft within a certain timeframe,”
says Mr. Patrick Feyen. “Of course,
when an aircraft is inside the hangar
for a phase inspection we take

A phase inspection is
conducted at intervals
of 180 days or 460
flying hours, whichever
comes first.

advantage of this. This provides a
much more comfortable situation
than working outside. Nevertheless
most of the aircraft have to be fixed
on the flight line."

For obvious reasons, personnel
working in the Inspection Section
are specialists in their own field.
Relevant training for new personnel
is provided ‘in house' by an
experienced and qualified principal
technician within the section, who
also ensures the quality of their work
on a daily basis. “The students reach
full qualification within a period of
six to eight months,” says Mr. Jost
Schreiber, who is responsible for the
training. “When new students arrive,
they first receive a 30-day classroom
training course on all safety and
general administration matters,
Technical Orders and documentation,
as well as an E-3A familiarization
course. After that the actual phase
inspector training begins, which
consists of some preparatory
classroom lessons immediately



il, keeps E-3A fleet in top condition

completed all the necessary work
area training and conducted their
minimum inspections in each work
area. The last inspection in every
work area will be accomplished in
accordance with task sheets, followed
by a written test. This is the final
qualification in that area.

“Trainees are required to complete
these sheets to show their ability to
work on the areas concerned. After
all work areas have been completed,
a final written test and evaluation
in accordance with evaluation check
sheets for those areas is required,”
explains Mr. Schreiber. After
evaluation, the person concerned is
fully qualified to perform calendar-
based phase inspections and mid-
phase inspections.

What might sound like overkill in
DS r R ATy e sl A training is actually part of the aircrew's
s A te s Ry life insurance. “The aircrews trust us
AN EC RSN EE S with their life to inspect the aircraft,
find anything that might impair its
airworthiness, and repair it", states
CMSgt Poeschkens. “If the aircrews
followed by quite a lot hands-on- encounter a problem during flight
training on the aircraft.” they can'tjust stop, turn on the
warning signals and wait for Road Side
For phase inspections, the aircraft ~ Assistance to show up and help them."
is divided into several work areas

which are worked by a team of To ensure every single part of the
aircraft inspectors; the forward aircraft is being inspected regularly
fuselage, aft fuselage and rotodome each phase inspection includes

form the first area; the flight deck specific inspection items, which after
and main cabin, forward lower lobe,  a complete run of six alternating

aft lower lobe, and the hell hole are inspections add up to a complete

combined into the second group;
and, finally, the third area consists
of the left and right wing. “For each
of these work areas, we developed a
7 to 10 day training course covering
all general and special aspects of
this area,” says Mr. Schreiber. “The
trainees learn about all carded
inspection and lubrication items
required by technical orders. After
each area training course, trainees
will perform supervised work on that
area four times in order to become
proficient.”

Experience shows that this offers
several advantages; the trainees gain
practical experience, while is already
conducting important inspection

The main goal of a
phase inspection is
to simply make the
aircraft better than
it was prior to the
inspection.

work; and ultimately repetition of the
tasks helps to better imprint what
they have just learned. The training
continues until the trainees have

and in-depth inspection of all the
areas accordance with the inspection
technical order. Special attention is
being paid to those areas likely to
contain defects. The whole process
takes three years, after which the
cycle repeats once more, before the
aircraft is scheduled for depot level
maintenance.

In addition, a one-day mid phase
inspection takes place every 90 days.
At that inspection, all accessible
aircraft areas and surfaces are
intensively checked for defects and
developments of corrosion.

Just recently in December 2008
during the inspection of tail # 452 an
inspection specialist detected a crack
in the rudder. As a result, the rudder
had to be completely dismantled
from the aircraft. “This had a huge
impact on the inspection programme
because it took us a good week
before the rudder was repaired and
everything was back in place again”,
says CMSgt Poeschkens, “But if we
wouldn't have found that cracked
piece, it could have eventually come
off the aircraft causing quite some
damage in the process.”

With the fleet of 17 E-3A aircraft
projected to fly approximately
until 2035, the aircraft inspection
specialists will have to conduct a
huge number of phase inspections,
each of them guaranteeing the
airworthiness of our aircraft.

MSgt. Daniel Fernandez checks
the electronics inside the aircraft.
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AWACS MODEL

Continued from page 6

In this case, not only a lot of
time, but also money is involved:
“The AWACS model will
probably have cost me around
10,000 Euro once it is finished,”
Frank estimates. Another
reason why the model making
sometimes comes to a standstill:
parts necessary to carry on are
simply over the budget.

Finally, what abilities are
needed in order to become
a good model maker? In
particular, it is essential to
have a profound knowledge
about motors and electronics,
proficiency to appreciate
technical feasibility, skilfulness
in working with metal and
wood -the two most important
building materials- and,
inevitably, steady hands and a
lot of patience paired with fun.
Additionally, the eye for details

and being creative help a lot
when constructing models, of
course.

Frank cannot say yet when
his masterpiece will be finally
exposed. “It will probably still
take some time,"” he says. But he
is already certain about what
he will do with the model once
finished. He wants to fly the
AWACS, of course, as well as
taking the model to air shows
and expositions like the one
in Gangelt last year where it
could already be admired. On
behalf of Frank's family, friends,
colleagues, fellow model aircraft
club enthusiasts and prospective
fans, they are certainly looking
forward to seeing the impressive
AWACS model and the rotation
of the rotodome with their own
eyes.

At the Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron Wise page you can
find a power point presentation
about the AWACS model.
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German Sports Award Winners 2008

By Fritz Stelten

On 22 January, the
Representative of the
‘Kreissportbund’, Mr. Klaus
Frese presented the 2008
German Sports Award to

18 Component members at the
E-3A Component Officers’ Club.

In 2008, more than 250 bronze,
silver and golden awards were won,
establishing a new Component
record. Unfortunately, not all winners
were able to join the presentation.
The overall results can be found
on the WISE Sports Department
website.

If you are interested in joining
the above winners and competing
to receive one of these awards, the
following information will help:
The ‘Deutsches Sportabzeichen’, a
program promoted by the Deutscher
Sportbund (DSB) is an annual test
for men and women to assess their
general overall fitness within five
different categories. They must
achieve satisfactory results in
swimming, throwing, jumping, a long
distance run and a fast run (sprint),
based on their age and gender. The
only category without an option is

the 200 meter swim, which all must
complete.

The times, distances, etc. needed to
certify for the award are demanding,
but can be achieved by the average
person with some training. One
calendar year, January-December,

Component members show
their 2008 German Sports
awards.

is available in which to complete Photo Andrea Hohenforst

the requirements. Individuals that
successfully achieve the DSB award
requirements will receive a bronze
pin for their first and second year
achievements, silver for their third
and fourth year and gold for their
fifth year on.

For more information, practice
and certification, please contact Fritz
Stelten, Sports Department, Bldg
206, ext. 4920 or via email.

The new Porsche Center Aachen.

Since the end of November 2008
in a new corporate design.

PORSCHE

Porsche Center Aachen

Fleischhauer PZ GmbH
Europaplatz 10

D-52068 Aachen

Tel. (+49) 0241 5180314
Fax (+49) 0241 5180367
info@porsche-aachen.de
www.porsche-aachen.de




Special February offer
valid throughout February

—
——
| —

# 2 hour entrance to the slopes # Bread with herb butter
# Steak medallions with a red wine sauce, mixed salad and Résti croquetes

Package price: € 39 ,50 P.p.

A week of winter sports fun for everyone from 4 to 18 years!

CHECK WWW.SNOWWORLD.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE KIDS FUN WEEKS DURING THE CARNIVAL HOLIDAY.

SnowWorld Landgraaf - Witte Wereld 1 - NL-6372 VG Landgraaf - T : +31(0)45-54 70 700 - www.snowworld.com
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The flag is waving in red-yellow-
green, announcing three fun days

Parades in Limburg,
the Netherlands

(starting around 1330):

Sunday 15 February, Sittard,
Children's parade; Sunday,
22 February, Heerlen, Maastricht,
Sittard, Geleen; Monday,
23 February, Roermond, Brunssum,
Hoensbroek; Tuesday, 24 February,
Landgraaf, Children's parade.

Parades in North Rhine
Westphalia, Germany
Thursday, 19 February, Cologne,
start 1300; Friday, 20 February,
Cologne, start 1800; Sunday,
22 February, Cologne, start 1030,
Diisseldorf, Children's parade,
start 1411; Aachen, Children’s
parade, start 1111; Monday,
23 February, Cologne, start 1111,
Diisseldorf, start 1235, Aachen,
start 1111, Eschweiler, start 1200,
Geilenkirchen, start 1311. Tuesday,
24 February, Moenchengladbach,
start 1311.

Upcoming
events

Bucky Covington show
Thursday, 19 February, starting
1800 at the AFNORTH International

School. Food and refreshments
available. Open to all USA &
NATO ID Card holders. For more
information, please contact M\WB
at 0031-45-526-2626.

By Maureen Geraets-Head

If you did not grow up with
Carnival traditions, the special
Carnival fever might not catch you.
Although, it is not hard to get hit by
this crazy custom at a later stage of
life and it might turn you into one of
the many Carnival fools too.

First, if you want to get involved in

Carnival, what you need is a costume.

It does not have to be fancy, yet
funny and colourful and important
accessories like a wig, a crazy hat and
a music instrument complete the
look. Don't forget to get some face
paint in different colours to apply a
creative make-up. Visit one of the
many specialized Carnival stores and
you find all the accessories that will
make the transition into a Carnival
fool easier.

For the fanatics, Carnival season
begins with a ceremony on the 11th
of the 11th (11 November), at 1111,
since 11 is after all the fool's number.
Numerous carnival committees no
matter whether they are from big
or small cities, start planning for the
crazy months to come: defining the
parade’s theme, sewing costumes,
composing songs and planning the
new Prince inauguration. Every year
a new Prince is selected and nobody
gets to know who it will be, until the
moment of the ‘unveiling’'.

This year, Carnival weekend starts
off on 19 February with the ‘Old
Ladies' Carnival. On this day, all men
are warned because the ladies rule
and they are entitled to cut off men'’s
ties, also at the E-3A Component! In
Limburg, the Netherlands, on this
day ladies go out at night, dressed
like old ladies, wearing black old-
fashion skirts and coats, wigs, hats
and a mask, making fun of the male
audience but only until midnight,
then the masks will be removed.

Right before Carnival starts, the
local mayors will hand over a key of

Free Dutch Friendship Gospel
choir concert

Saturday, 21 February, at the
Schinnen Activity Center. Doors
open at 1500, concert starts at 1600.
Refreshments will be available.
Open to all JEC Brunssum, USAG
Schinnen and Geilenkirchen AB
personnel and their families and
guests. For more information
please call 0031-46-4437370.

Free Blues night at the Frisbee
Club
Friday, 6 March, 2000-2200.

the town to Prince Carnival and

his council of 11 men, symbolizing
that they will govern during the

next three days. From 21 until

24 February you can watch the many
Carnival parades in Germany and the
Netherlands, live or on TV since big
cities like Cologne and Diisseldorf
will have their parades broadcasted.
You will find people partying in the
streets and pubs. It's a fraternizing,
fun experience. At midnight on

24 February, the festivities end

and the costumes can be put away
until next year.

The term Carnival derives from
the Latin carne vale (farewell to
meat). Carnival was celebrated on
Shrove Tuesday, the last day before
Lent when everybody could still
enjoy consuming meat and beer.
For the Catholics, Ash Wednesday
announced the 40 days of Lent and
no meat but only fish was allowed
on the menu until Easter. That's why
nowadays on the Wednesday after
Carnival many pubs will serve a
pickled herring with your beer.

Featuring Danish Blues musician H.P.
Lange. Lange, a professional blues
musician who plays in traditional
acoustical style, plays more than

100 gigs a year throughout

Europe and in the USA. For more
information, please contact the
Frisbee Club Manager, Mr. Snackers,
at ext. 4992 or 4994.

Free concert — Sugarland
Friday, 13 March, 1930 at the JFC
Sports Complex. Doors open at
1830. Open to all JEC, US, NATO,
USAG Schinnen, Geilenkirchen

; roew "MHHU

‘Old Ladies Party’

The famous ‘Old Ladies Party’
(Altweiberfastnacht) at the
Frisbee Club starts 19 February
at 1400.

The bar is open from 1400-2400,
the kitchen will be serving snacks
from 1400-2200. The International
Carnival Association (IKV) from
Teveren pays a visit at 1500 with a
Tanzmariechen performance. For
your entertainment, the music band
Ander Kovver and DJ Ronnie play
Carnival and dancing music. No
entrance fee.

A shuttle bus from the
Frisbee Club to Geilenkirchen
(Bahnhof), Teveren, Gillrath
and Niederheid area will be
available, starting at 1700.

AB personnel and the Brunssum
community.

Aqua Coach

At the swimming pool JFC HQ
Brunssum; aquarobics Tuesday's
0900 and 1730, adult swimming
Tuesday's 1000, aqua motin
65+ Tuesday's 1100, hydro-gym
Monday's/Tuesday's 1400, trim
swimming Monday's/Tuesday's
1430, aqua jogging Thursday's 1730.
Sign up at Monique Biermans, www.
aquacoach.nl, info@aquacoach.nl,
tel. +31-6-10390797.




LIFE IS BETTER LIVED TOGETHER
BY AUTO KALLEN GELEEN! Autohau S

- New Car Sales =
- US and Canadian Specs I n m

- European specs

- Diplomat Sales .
- Specials on Military Sales BO rS|g Str. 39
- Original Spare Parts 52525 HeinSberg

- Frien_dly Englisl.r-speaking staff
- Service and Maintenance M ITS U B I s H I Phone: +49 (012452 85450
Official Volvo Military Sales agent MOTO RS Fax:  +49 (0)2452 954515

Just 15 km from Geilenkirchen and 8 km from Brunssum!

Rijksweg Zuid 320 6161 BZ Geleen +31 (0)46 4238686 www.autokallen.nl
r.vossen@autokallen.nl

WOLVO
for life

Karin's Guesthouse ;i iments suitabie

Located less than 10 minutes from Base for single persons

+49 (0)2451-72015 or +49 (0)178 414 0855  www.Karins-guesthouse.com

or families

All our apartments are fully equipped
with modern appliances such as:

Fully equipped kitchen with dish-
washer, microwave, oven and
fridge-freezer, washer and dryer
Free English SKY Satellite TV
DVD player (mult- regional)
ISDN Telephone Line

Free High Speed DSL Internet . . g
Baby ot & nappy changing facility Mitsubishi Lancer

BBQ and own patio with garden

Free parking available and pets are We offer new and used cars imported from the USA.
Duty and tax free sales.

Credit Card & VAT Form accepted

] LAl i Parts, maintenance and services
_ _ . _ visA| [ ’ i int j
For more information or reservation call: @ as well as body repair and paint jobs.

LIVE IN STYLE...

...with our selected collection of
solid Belgian style and oak furniture.
Please come and see

for yourself!

A
® Bedrooms Iarge
@ Occasional furniture va riety
® Suites of clocks
® Clocks
® Wall units at the

® Lamps E@@@ﬂ;

® Dining room corner units E@Fﬁ@@g

How to find us:
From Geilenkirchen/Brunssum take the motorway
E314 direction Antwerpes, exit Maasmechelen
or from Aachen over the Holland border direction
Antwerpes, 1200-m after the Belgium custom,
exit Maasmechelen.
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GKES Students help dedicate
Teveren Grundschule’s new field

By Cindy Gehrmann

Mr. Bruce Ullery's fourth grade
students from Geilenkirchen
Elementary School (GKES) were
invited to the Teveren School
(TGS) to help dedicate their new
Mini-Soccer Field. ‘1,000 Mini-
Soccer Fields for Schools and
Clubs’ is a program sponsored by
the Deutschen Fussballbundes
(DFB). Over 170 schools and
clubs in the Mid-Rhine area
requested money from DFB

to build a soccer field.

Four schools in the area were then
chosen. The DFB invested €20,000
in creating the Teveren field. The
objective to the ‘1,000 Mini-Soccer
Fields' is to promote youth sports,
girls in soccer, and social integration.

According to Mrs. Monika
Lichtenberg, principal from the TGS,
the long time partnership between
the GKES and TGS was one of the
reasons why the Teveren school
received such a field. The new field
is something the TGS can be proud
of. The DFB also wants to promote
girls in soccer since Germany will be
hosting the Ladies Soccer World Cup
in2011.

After the speeches, Camill Hauser,
a champion free-style soccer player,
entertained the American and
German students. The students
enjoyed the many tricks Camill
performed, such as bouncing a
soccer ball off his nose and landing
it on his finger. Then it was time for
the students to perform. After Mrs.
Lichtenberg kicked the first ball on

the field, the American and German
boys and girls played two friendly
games of soccer. The light snow
flurries did not spoil the enthusiasm
the students had while playing.

To top off the day, the soccer
club FC 1910 Germania-Teveren
presented the both the Teveren
school and the base's IYA with
complete soccer uniforms with
the NATO AWACS on front. Also,
each child received a T-shirt from
the DFB.

With the combined help from Mrs.
Lichtenberg, Stephanie Chalmers
from the IYA, Walter Marienberg
from FC 1910 Germania-Teveren and
Cindy Gehrmann from GKES, the day
was a great success and a day all the
students will soon not forget.

International Dining Hall

MWA Opening Hours Carnival

Officers’ Club International Youth Activities (1YA)
19 Feb: Club closed as of 1500 hrs 19 Feb: Normal operating hours
20 Feb: Normal operating hours 20 Feb: Normal operating hours
21-22 Feb:  Closed 21-22 Feb:  Closed
23 Feb: Closed (Component holiday) 23 Feb: Closed
24 Feb: 0900-1730 hrs : IYA trip to
Frisbee Club Kinderstad Indoor Playpark
19 Feb: Opens at 1400 hrs for children aged 6+
for Carnival Party
20 Feb: Closed for cleaning International Pre-School (SWPS)
21-22 Feb:  Closed 19 Feb: Early release for all children
23 Feb: Closed (Component holiday) at 1111 hrs
20 Feb: Normal operating hours
Sentry Club 21-22 Feb  Closed
19 Feb: Opens 0730-1400 hrs 23-27 Feb  Carnival break — No school
(last call for food and drink orders:
1330 hrs) Sports Department
20 Feb: Normal operating hours 19 Feb: 0600-1330 hrs
21-22 Feb:  1000-1800 hrs 20 Feb: Normal operating hours
23 Feb: Closed (Component holiday) 21-23 Feb:  0800-1700 hrs
24 Feb: 0800-2200 hrs

19 Feb: Normal Operating hours Sauna & Tanning Beds
20 Feb: Normal Operating hours 19-23 Feb:  Closed
21-22 Feb:  Normal Operating hours
23 Feb: Weekend opening hours, i.e. Library
Breakfast 0730-0930 hrs and 19 Feb: Normal operating hours
Lunch 1100-1330 hrs. No Dinner. 20 Feb: Normal operating hours
21-22 Feb  Closed
Billeting 23 Feb Closed (Component Holiday)
19 Feb: Closed as of 1045 hrs
20 Feb: Normal operating hours Thrift Shop
21-22 Feb:  Closed 19 Feb: Normal operating hours
23 Feb: Closed (Component Holiday)
MWA Store
VAT /Disbursing Offices/Building 80 19 Feb: Closed as of 1100 hrs
19 Feb: Closed as of 1045 hrs 20 Feb Normal operating hours
20 Feb: Normal Operating hours 21-22 Feb:  Closed
21-22 Feb: Closed 23 Feb: Closed (Component Holiday)
23 Feb: Closed (Component Holiday)

Extended sauna

opening times

As of 2 February, the sauna is open Mondays-Fridays
1100-1400 (mixed), Mondays-Thursdays 1400-2030 (mixed),
Tuesdays 1400-2030 (men), Wednesdays 1400-2030 (women).

JFC HQ Alliance

Theatre presents

The theatre is located in Building #406,
JFC HQ Brunssum, the Netherlands.
Doors open 30 minutes prior to film

start. Admission for

adults is €4,
and for
children

(11 and

under)

Four Christmases
(PG-13)

Friday, 13 February, 1930
Reese Witherspoon,
John Facreau

Nothing like the
Holidays (PG-13)
Saturday, 14 February,
1600

John Leguizamo,
Debra Messing

The Day the Earth
stood still (PG-13)
Saturday, 14 February,
1900

Keanu Reeves,
Jennifer Connelly

College (R)

Friday, 20 February,
1930

No actors mentioned

The Tale

of Despereaux (G)
Saturday, 21 February,
1300

Matthew Broderick,
Emma Watson

Delgo (PG)
Saturday, 21 February,
1600

Jennifer Love Hewitt,
Michael Duncan

Cadillac Records (R)
Saturday, 21 February,
1900

Adrien Brody,

Jeffrey Wright



MiNI cooPER. PURE MINI.

MINI Cooper
City 28 mpg
Hwy 37 mpg

LMII\I_I COOPER ]

MINI Cooper starts at $17,450°

It's quirky. It's cool. It's fun. And it’s available at very special
factory-direct prices through MINI Military Sales at Pentagon
Car Sales. Drop by and take one for a spin. You'll fall in love!

*Price subject to change without notice.

Im Kreuzgarten 1 A

54529 Spangdahlem
N AR Y e Tel: 06565 93 699 269 www.PentagonCarSales.com




+ALL YOU CAN PHONE" 1w13¢/montn

The exclusive tariff for NATO-
personnel from the one and
only original E-Plus Shop
Geilenkirchen!

 Domestic and E-Plus for free Iff
e 2.500 SMS for 3.90 € -'
e No connetion charge

BEZAaag). || N

The ultimate NATO-PLAN! Mach Plus! +
Only available at the one and only original E-Plus Shop Geilenkirchen e'pl us

The NATO-PLAN in the overview!

Basic charge per month'

Domestic? BASE and E-Plus®(per min)

To other mobile phone networks (per min)

ALl prices excl. 19% V.A.T.

SMS/Short message service'(per SMS)

SMS - Option 2.500 SMS —> 3.90 € / Month’

Need a Mobile? Price for the additional Mobilephone

Illustration similarly!
Select your Mobile in

Check out our options 4.20 or 8.40 € / Month our E-plus-Shop.

*Prices excl. 19% V.A.T. this offer applies while stocks last and subject to the simultaneous conclusion of a new E-Plus Service card contract by 31.01.2008 ta-
riffs and terms as indicated in the table above. Subject to changes without notice. Efrors and omissions expected. **On the conclusion by 31.01.2008 of a
mobile phone contract with the Professional tariff an’a minimum period of 24 months a credit is granted which is deducted over 12 months from the gross bill.
Only two contracts per apé_)licant can be concluded. *** Only applicable after booking and technical activation of the supplementary MMS service with an MMS-
capable handset and an E-Plus Service mobile phone contract {for costs involved see above). Can be sent to other German mobile phone networks as SMS
Rathaus with internet address at which the information can be viewed and, where there is an existing agreement between E-Plus and the respective network operator,
as a direct MMS (information at 01 77-10 00, form the E-Plus network free of charge). Transmission to the mobiles without MMS function or to mobile phone cu-
stomers without MMS service is by SMS with internet address. Uncharged transmission of the information only possible between the same handsets. 1 mini-
church mum contractual period 24 months. 2 Applies to calls in Germany to fixed line connections and from E-Plus to E-Plus excluding special numbers. 3 Calls from
anywhere in Germany to a selected German local code excluding special numbers. 4 SMS transmission to other domestic mobile phone networks and within
the E-Plus network. 5 SMS transmission to BASE and the E-Plus network. Each further SMS costs 0.01 €/ Transmission.

Die neve Redefreiheit

E-Plus Shop

Markt 19

52511 Geilenkirchen
Tel.: 02451 / 3003
Fax : 02451 / 929448



