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Submissions due by:
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IDH - the end
of an era

See page 6

Collecting patches 
is real passion
          See related article on page 4
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Free Maintenance Plan
4 yrs/50,000 Miles
-Stateside to include oil changes with 4yrs/50,000 miles warranty.

Stateside Home Shipping Included
-to U.S. Port or Stateside dealer under direct shipment.

Up to $5,000.00 Trade-in Support Available
-on selected BMC stock models to help with negative equity or devaluation problems.

GARMISCH
Phone 08821 94339 41

GRAFENWÖHR II
Phone 09641 9260614
Phone 09641 9260615

GRAFENWÖHR I
Phone 09641 9240413
Phone 09641 9240418

ANSBACH 
Phone 0981 9700127

FRANKFURT
Phone 069 4036 543

BAMBERG
Phone 0951 9370500
Phone 0951 96830027

DARMSTADT
Phone 06151 7007413

KATTERBACH
Phone 09802 957 377
Phone 09802 957 378

MANNHEIM
Phone 0621 728495 0

SCHWEINFURT
Phone 09721 67527 35
Phone 09721 67527 32

VILSECK
Phone 09662 8779

WÜRZBURG
Phone 0931 27885 892
Phone 0931 27885 886

www.BavarianMotorCars.com
See our website for details.  All trades welcome.

E-Mail: info@BavarianMotorCars.com

300 cars in stock.
Same day delivery.

2010 BMW X3 xDrive 30i                                              (WJ33025)
Alpine White Exterior, Black Nevada Leather, Light
Poplar Wood Trim, Steptronic Automatic Transmission,
All Wheel Drive, Premium Package, Sport Package, Cold 
Weather Package, Navigation, Paddle Shifters, Mulit-Contour
Seats w/lumbar support, etc.

total delivered price $ 42,900.-

Same day delivery available.

Certified Lowest Price Guarantee included!

2009 BMW 128i Coupe                                                  (VK76093)
Monaco Blue Metallic, Gray Boston Leather, Gray Poplar
Wood Trim, Steptronic Automatic Transmission, 
Premium Package, Cold Weather Package, I POD 
Adapter (without cable), Xenon Lights, etc.

total delivered price $ 34,255.-

Same day delivery available.

Certified Lowest Price Guarantee included!

2010 BMW 328i xDrive Sedan                                    (A771241)
Tasman Green Metallic, Black Dakota Leather, Dark Burl
Walnut Wood Trim, 6 Speed Manual Transmission, 
All Wheel Drive, Premium Package, Sport Package, 
Value Package, Navigation, Xenon Lights, etc.

total delivered price $ 38,530.-

Same day delivery available.

Certified Lowest Price Guarantee included!

2009 BMW X5 xDrive 30i                                                (L278743)
Black Sapphire Metallic, Tobacco Nevada Leather, Aluminum
Interior Trim, Steptronic Automatic Transmission, Premium
Package, Sport Package, Cold Weather Package, Navigation, 
Active Steering, Comfort Access, Heated Steering Wheel,
I POD Adapter (without cable), Park Distance Control, Rear
Entertainment, Third Row Seating, etc.

total delivered price $ 60,730-

Same day delivery available.

Certified Lowest Price Guarantee included!
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At the stroke of 1200 on 
Wednesday, 3 March the sword of 
the ‘Hermänner’ Association was 
placed on the wall of the E-3A Club. 
Until then this traditional society 
was based at the Frisbee Club, which 
merged with the Officers’ Club on 
1 March. “I’m quite excited that 
I can welcome one of the oldest 
associations on base in the new 
E-3A Club,” said Mr. René Peeters, 
Food Service Section Manager.“ 
And I want to emphasize that, 
where possible, I would like to 
support other associations also.”

The Hermänner Association 
was established on 07.07.87. “The 
Association got its name from the 
Hermann Statue placed in the 
Teutoburger Forest,” explained 
SMSgt. (Ret) Eugen Toelle, who 
led the initiative to establish the 
association in 1987. “The original 
sword held by the statue is 7 metres 

long and weighs 500,000 kg.  
The statue was erected in 1875 to 
commemorate the victory of the 
ancient Germans over the Romans 
in the Battle of the Teutoburger 
Forest in 8 AD.” The term ‘Herman 
the German’ is also commonly 
used by English speakers as an 
affectionate name for the Hermann 
Statue.

“It is our custom to meet each 
other every Wednesday around 
noon in the vicinity of the sword. 
At 1200 precisely, in an official 
ceremony, the sword is then turned. 
During our time together all kind 
of subjects are discussed. You can 
understand that as we are active 
members and former members 
of the Component, many of these 
issues are related to the base.  
Of course, we are delighted that 
we found a new corner in the E-3A 
Club. After we approached  
Mr. Peeters he immediately gave  
his permission. A very good example 
of how to merge the Clubs.”

Hermänner sword finds new wall

The final work of placing the sword on the wall was done by MSgt. Dieter Mertens, 
SMSgt. Manfred Cordy, MSgt. (Ret) Icke Mankewitz and SMSgt. (Ret) Eugen Toelle.

By NAPMA Staff

Based on a recent initiative to 
streamline efforts among NATO 
Agencies and become more efficient 
in the field of shared services, 
the General Managers of both 
NATO Airborne Early Warning and 
Control Programme Management 
Agency (NAPMA) and NATO Airlift 
Management Agency (NAMA) signed 
a Memorandum of Agreement on 
19 February, whereby NAPMA will 
provide Travel Management Services 
to NAMA. The signing ceremony 
took place at NAPMA’s General 
Manager’s Office. 

Through this agreement NAPMA 
will provide travel services to 
NAMA employees and members 
of the Strategic Airlift Capability 
Heavy Airlift Wing (HAW), 
the multinational military unit 
supported by NAMA, ordering air 
tickets and car rentals in accordance 
with their travel regulations. 

Although the agreement was made 
official by means of this ceremony, 

the NAPMA travel office has already 
been providing this service to NAMA 
and HAW personnel since October 
2008 in order to gain experience. 
During 2009 approximately 310 
NAMA and HAW travels (mostly 
cross Atlantic) were realised through 
NAPMA, saving roughly 20% costs. 
These savings could be achieved due 
to NAPMA, having a huge experience 
in the travel “playing field”, offering 
fares that are in general 20% lower 

than when using a regular travel 
agency. 

Both NAPMA and NAMA have been 
strong supporters of the concept of 
consolidated travel services between 
the NATO Agencies, which was 
initiated by NAPMA in 2007. The 
purpose of this consolidated travel 
concept was to achieve increased 
bargaining leverage by consolidating 
travel purchases in order to gain 

benefits resulting in lower overall cost 
to NATO.

Although many NATO agencies 
were interested in this type of shared 
services for travel, the agreement 
between NAPMA and NAMA is the 
first tangible result.

NAPMA, located in Brunssum, 
the Netherlands, is the executive 
agency responsible for the day-
to-day management of the 
NAEW&C Programme. As such, 
NAPMA manages all aspects of 
the Programme from acquisition 
through delivery of modernization 
products and on through Life Cycle 
Sustainment.

NAMA is responsible for the 
management of NATO’s Airlift 
Management Programme and wide-
ranging support of the HAW. NAMA 
is headquartered in Luxembourg 
with offices in Hungary and the 
United States. The HAW operates the 
NAMO owned fleet of Boeing C-17 
Globemaster III transport aircraft out 
of Pápa Air Base in Hungary.

Signing Ceremony marks consolidated travel 
services partnership between NAPMA and NAMA

Brig. Gen. Ludwig Leinhos, General Manager of NAPMA, and Mr. Gunnar Borch, 
General Manager of NAMA sign the Memorandum of Agreement for Support for 
Travel Management to NAMA.

Photo Paul van Wieringen
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By SMSgt. Johan Hijmenberg

“Is it an infectious disease?,”  
I ask Frank Offergeld, when  
I meet him at the Fire Brigade 
Station. “Hmm,” he says, looking 
over part of his collection of 
2,000 patches spread out in front 
of him on the table. “For 2 years 
someone from Belgium wanted 
to buy the collection. I discussed 
it with my wife and we asked 
ourselves, shall we? In the end  
I didn’t sell them because it’s all 
too valuable to me. No, it’s not  
a disease. But it’s surely a 
passion… and it’s fun.”

Since January 2001 fireman 
Offergeld has been working at NATO 
Air Base Geilenkirchen. It all started 
in that year when he began to collect 
Fire Brigade patches. Soon this area 
of interest became too small for him 
and in 2002 he shifted his attention 
to ‘Airborne Early Warning’ patches. 
Currently he has around 2,000 
patches in his collection, of which 
500 different ones are from the  
E-3A Component itself.

“Many countries in the world, 
from Australia to Japan and from the 
United States to several countries in 
Europe, have airborne early warning 
systems in their national defences,” 
says Offergeld. “This means that all 
over the world there are quite a lot of 
patches.” During these years he won 
several ‘victories’ – patches that are 
hard to get. He describes his latest 
victories as real winners. “Especially 
hard to get are patches from the 
Japanese AWACS, as our patches 
community has hardly any contact 
with that part of Asia. In September 
last year Squadron 1 participated in 
an exercise in Alaska in which the 
Japanese AWACS participated too. 
Crewmember SMSgt. Andre Boschen 
managed to get six different patches 
from the Japanese crews to extend 
my collection. Really great!”

Collectors have been collecting 
military patches for centuries. 
Patches are actually designed to show 
loyalty and courage and are quite 
colourful and unique. All branches of 
the military service wear patches and 
some collectors, like Offergeld, decide 
to collect those from one specific 
branch. Some may also collect other 
military supplies and collectibles. 
But not Offergeld. “Focusing on 
one collection is enough,” he says, 
“although another hobby of mine is 
taking photographs during air shows. 
I returned with more than 12,000 
photos from the last one I attended  
in September in the Czech Republic.”

Visiting air shows is what he has 
already been doing since his youth.  
As his father was an aviation 

enthusiast he took young Frank to 
all kind of air displays in Germany. 
“Nowadays we take a group of up 
to 8 persons from the Fire Brigade 
to visit air shows,” says Offergeld. 
“Depending on the distance or the 

best connection we use our cars or 
book commercial flights. On average 
we do that four to six weekends a 
year.” In addition to the interest in all 
the flying and ground displays the air 
shows are also places to trade. “I take 
my sample book with an overview 
of my patches collection to every 
air show. There is one page of the 
folder that I especially promote to 
other persons because it shows some 
patches that I know exist but are still 
not in my collection.”

Most collectors use the Internet 
as a way of buying, selling, trading, 
and researching patches. This 
provides collectors with greater 
access to a wider variety of patches 
and information than they have 
ever had before. This is something 
that Offergeld acknowledges too. 
“In January 2007 I started my own 
Web page – www.awacs-patches.
com – and since then my contacts 
are worldwide. I have regular contact 
with collectors in Mexico, Spain, 
Portugal, Greece and Brazil, to 
mention just a few countries.”  
As this Web page was his own idea, 
a good friend helped him design it. 
After an air show the sorting out of 
the photos takes quite some time, 
but the time he spends on displaying 
his patches collection on the Web 
is much less. “Once a month I add 
new updates to my Web page. It only 
takes me 2 hours.”

Until now the Web page had 
approximately 30,000 hits. “On 
average 30 persons a day visit the 
page. Much more than I expected 
in the beginning,” says Offergeld. 
Recently the former E-3A Component 
and Force Commander Maj. Gen. 
(Ret.) Axel Tüttelmann came on line. 

“After seeing my collection he offered 
me a very special patch: the E-MACC 
XIII, of which only 30 were made. 
And a few days later I received the 
patch from him, another triumph.”

Offergeld extends his collection via 
the Internet too. “I got most of my 
collection together by trading, and I 
look at e-Bay every day to enlarge my 
assortment.” But he not only collects 
patches – he designs them as well. 
And he has plenty of ideas. “When 
I hear that crews and E-3A aircraft 
are going to particular destinations 
for exercises or air shows it’s always 
a challenge to design a special patch 
for this. As a rule I use Coral Draw 
or Photoshop to prepare designs 
and then I discuss them afterwards 
with my good friend SMSgt. Jürgen 
Wieczarkowiecz, another fervent 
collector of patches, from Squadron 
3.” When the final decision is made 
the design is sent to the embroidery.

The first patch embroidery work 
was done in the United States during 
the 1880s on Irish swing-needle 
machines, but domestic machines 
were also used, and these techniques 
are still used in other countries where 
patches are embroidered with great 
skill and artistry.

Offergeld is especially interested 
in the ‘old’ patches. In the 
‘Unknown Gallery’ on his Web 
page you’ll find AWACS patches, 
but he does not know which 
Wing or Squadron they originally 
came from. “There are plenty 
of unidentified patches in my 
collection,” he says. “ If anyone 
thinks they can help me, they 
shouldn’t hesitate to get in touch 
with me.”

A collection of 2,000 patches
Frank Offergeld  

climbs into the fire truck.
Photos MSgt. Chris Braun

Frank Offergeld’s latest ‘victory’:  
6 Japanese AWACS patches.

The E-MACC XIII patch, received from 
Maj. Gen. (Ret.) Axel Tüttelmann.



Come, Look, Discover.
Your local Audi specialists.

Our offer (including  nancing)

Jacobs automobile sales team looks forward to your visit:
(l. to r.) Achim Käfferlein, Alfred Deffur, Marcel Oellers, Lothar 
Herfs, Michael Wittwer, Gerd Caron, Konstantin Bach. 

Audi A3 1.6 Attraction gasoline
75 kW engine, 5-speed gearbox, brilliant black paint  nish, alloy wheels, automatic 
air conditioning system, Chorus radio, head airbags, electrically adjustable exterior 
mirrors, electronic stability program (ESP), electrically operated front windows, 
central locking system with remote control, etc.

Initial payment: ¤ 4,200.00         4,90% effective APR
Duration of agreement: 36 months
Mileage per year: 15,000 km
Monthly payment: ¤ 178.50*

* An offer from Audi Bank

Fuel consumption in liters/100 km: in
urban areas 9.6; in rural areas 5.6; combined 7.1
CO2 emissions, combined: 169 g/km

A member of the Jacobs group of companies

JACOBS 
automobile

Zweigstelle Audi Zentrum Aachen
Jacobs automobile GmbH & Co. KG

An Fürthenrode 58-60 • Geilenkirchen
Phone: +49 (0)2451 - 987011

Altes Brauhaus
TEMPORARY

LODGING

FAMILY-FRIENDLY ACCOMMODATION 
FOR SHORT OR LONG-TERM STAYS.
Member
Professional
Association
of Innkeepers
International

Each apartment features:

• Private, fully equipped kitchen
• TV/DVD player and hundreds 

of titles
• English language programming 

with SKY Satellite
• Free wireless, local and inter-

national calling

Free washer & dryer
Sauna / Tanning bed / Aerobics 
trainer/Weight machine

Brauereistraße 4
Gangelt-Langbroich

+ 49 (0)2454 936555
Brauhaus@langbro.de

www.langbro.de

Complimentary 
coffee & tea bar

Sauna / 
trainer/W

Fall/Winter Special:
Book now and receive

10 day FREE CAR RENTAL
with a minimum 10-night stay*

* See www.langbro.de  
Fall/Winter promotion
for details and restrictions

satellite

Heating oil
low price

top service 

 
Berliner Ring 15-17             52511 Geilenkirchen              +49 (0)2451 68001   

SHELL
MARKEN
PARTNER

  Bischoff, Vliex & Schöngen, Pfennings GmbH & Co. KG

Call 02451 2983

Culpeck Insurance Broker GmbH

Haihoverstrasse 11
    D- 52511 Geilenkirchen

    Email: geilenkirchen@culpeck.com
Web: www. culpeck.com

We proudly introduce and welcome ALL NATIONALITIES.

Airport Shuttle Service
Zentrale Schumacher

Phone: +49 (0)2452 - 7777  
Call for information/reservations and ask for Mary
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By SMSgt. Johan Hijmenberg

On 25 February the 
International Dining 
Hall (IDH) ‘Star Chef’ 
served its last meals to 
customers as a result of the 
reorganization of Morale 
and Welfare Activities. As 
of 1 March this facility is 
known as the ‘Rotodome’.

An era has come to an end, 
said the majority of the 50 staff 
members. Mr. Eric Stukken is one of 
the 22 cooks, and for the last two 
years he has been shift leader. “But 
there is no time for whining,” he 
said. “We have still our mission to do, 
using our expertise for the benefit of 
our customers.” Like his colleagues 
he chose his profession because of 
the challenges it offers. “I always 
looked for the artistry in my job. 
Our highest priority is our clients’ 
satisfaction.” With the reorganization 
he returns to the Flight Kitchen staff. 
“No more cooking anymore for me,” 
he said sadly.

Stukken chose 25 years ago to take 
a job at the NATO E-3A Component 
because of its international 
environment. At the IDH he worked 
with colleagues of 6 different 
nationalities. “I especially appreciated 
the loyalty of colleagues, and I will 
surely miss them in future.”

E-3A Component personnel 
enjoyed the delicious food provided 
by the IDH since the start of its 
existence in the early 1980s. On 
an average day the kitchen served 
approx. 1,200 meals (breakfast/
lunch/dinner), but this number 
varied depending on the season.  
The kitchen staff ensured that 
they met their aim of offering 
sophisticated home-cooked food  
and international cuisine. The range 
of cuisine represented at the IDH  
was very international, including 
recipes from exotic places like India.

Manager Mr. Jürgen Plohmann led 
the IDH for the past 12 years. “We 
also tried to provide top quality,” 
he said. In view of the fact that the 
seating capacity was often fully used, 
he and his staff clearly succeeded in 
achieving that aim. “In addition to 
Component members themselves, 
their families and military personnel 
from outside agencies like HQ JFC 
AFNORTH Brunssum and Niederheid 
used our facility.” The quality of 
the food and the all-inclusive price, 
instead of having to buy each 
item separately, attracted many 
customers.

Just as the IDH was a dining home 
for families, the staff was a family 
too. “There was real comradeship,” 
said Plohmann. “As you spent much 
more time here in your working 
environment than in your own 
home, the staff felt like a family.  
You work together, you quarrel 
with each other, and you have fun 
together. And as the manager I very 
much appreciated the fact that  
I always could count on them.”

He was also able to count on them 
for special functions. “When there 
were dinners, like the American 
Thanksgiving, that were too big  
for any of the Clubs, then the event 
was held at the IDH,” Plohmann 
explained. “And we were also the 
main supplier for the 4 days of the 
Component’s 25th Anniversary Event 
in 2008, when we provided 4,000 
lunch boxes, 16,000 dinners and a 
large number of VIP buffet dishes,” 
he said. And as another example he 
mentioned the IDH’s involvement 
in last year’s Oktoberfest, for 
which he and his staff provided 
800 ‘Schweinshaxen’, 100 kg of 
‘Leberkäse’ and 1,200 ‘Grillhänchen’.

Teamwork was essential for 
providing that quality over the last 
three decades. The 22 cooks were 
often in the picture, but behind 
the scenes the mess attendants did 
their job with complete dedication 
too. “We were responsible for the 
hygiene within the facility,” explained 
shift leader Mrs. Angelika Winkler, 
who worked at the IDH for 29 years. 
“We cleaned and arranged the 
tables, and we made sure the plates, 
cutlery and tableware were always 
available. We also did the table 
decoration and manned the cash till. 
The customer was always king. We 
tried to give the IDH an atmosphere 
where customers could relax for a 
while before they had to go back to 
their working environment. And we 
did this 365 days a year, because our 
facility was always open, even on 
holidays.”

Like Winkler, most of the other 
attendants worked for many 
years at the IDH. “With the 
closure of the IDH I lost my 
family, my heart died,” she said, 
showing her inner feelings. 
“Until the last day the girls 
worked with complete devotion 
and 100% motivation, all for our 
guests. They will also familiarize 
the Rotodome personnel with 
their new jobs, even though they 
don’t know what the future will 
bring for them.” Tears flowed on 
25 February as an era came to 
its end.

“The staff at the IDH are 
some of the finest food 
service professionals  
I have had the pleasure 
of working with in my 
25+ years of military 
service. Their personal 
contributions went far 
beyond the serving line, 
as they touched so many 
lives in so many positive 
ways.” 

SMSgt. Bob Bell 
Chief, Food Services Branch

The IDH staff poses together during 
the last American Thanksgiving.

Due to the excellent food and 
atmosphere the seating capacity 
often was exhausted at the IDH.

The customers liked the varied choice of food.
Photos Andrea Hohenforst

IDH - the end of an era
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JFC HQ Alliance 
Theatre presents

The theatre is located in Building  #406, 
JFC HQ Brunssum, the Netherlands. 
Doors open 30 minutes prior to film 

start. Admission for 
adults is €4, 

and for 
children 
(11 and 
under)  

is €2. 

Daybreakers (R)
Friday, 19 March, 1930
Ethan Hawke,  
Willem Dafoe

Alvin and the 
Chipmunks:  
The Squeakquel (PG)
Saturday, 20 March, 1600
Anna Farris,  
Justin Long

Sherlock Holmes  
(PG-13)
Saturday, 20 March,  
1900
Robert Downey Jr.,  
Jude Law

International 
Women’s 
Club
All upcoming international 
evenings of the IWC will 
take place in the E-3A Club.

On 18 March a Norwegian Night 
will take place, with special cuisine and 
show hosted by Norwegian Ladies.  
On 15 April there will be the Italian 
Night themed ‘Baci da Roma’ (Kisses 
from Rome) with special cuisine and 
show hosted by the Italian Ladies.

Every lady is welcome to attend 
events. If you aren’t a member, you 
can enter the event for a €10 ticket 
at the door. On 20 May a Bingo 
Night will take place, but this is for 
members only. I hope you can join 
the Club very soon! For any further 
details please contact Francesca 
Romana Concari, IWC President,  
at alefraeri@yahoo.it

This aircraft landed 
at Geilenkirchen 

Air Base

Do you know 
what it is?

SEE PAGE 10

The Airbus A300 (B4 Cargo), which landed on 22 
July at NATO Air Base Geilenkirchen, is a short- 
to medium range widebody aircraft, which is a 
large airliner with two passengers aisles, also 
known as a twin-aisle aircraft. It’s the world’s 
first twin-engine widebody and, launched in 
1972, the first product of the Airbus consortium 
of European aerospace companies, wholly owned 
to day by EADS.

Airbus Industry was formally set up in 1970 
following an agreement between Aérospatiale 
(France), the antecedents to Deutsche Aerospace 
(Germany). They were to be joined by the 
Spanish CASA in 1971. Each company would 
deliver its sections as fully equipped, 
ready-to-fly items.

In 1972 the A300 made its maiden flight. The 
first production model, the A300 B2, entered 
service in 1974. Initially the success of the 
consortium was poor, but by 1979 there were 81 
aircraft in service. It was the launch of the A320 
in 1981 that established Airbus as a major player 
in the aircraft market.

The A300 B4 was the major production version and 
features a centre fuel tank for increased fuel 
capacity. Production of the B2 and B4 totalled 248.

Photo A1C David Pohl

Easter Egg Hunt & Games
On Monday, 29 March, at 1430 the IYA 

is sponsoring a big Easter Egg Hunt for 
children of all nationalities on the IYA 
Playground behind Building 95. Make sure 
to join the fun, meet the Easter Bunny, 
hunt for eggs and enjoy seasonal games and 
attractions. There is no fee. Rain delay date 
is Tuesday, 30 March.

Information and registration at the 
IYA Office in Bldg 95, x 4954/4955.

Spring Break Program for 
children aged 6 and older: 29 March 
to 9 April, 0745 to 1745. Enjoy fun 
games, exciting contests, egg hunt, 
arts & crafts, sports & hikes, free play, 
special projects, movies and much 
more. Session I: 29 March to  
1 April, €59 for 1 child, €118 for  
2 children, and €147,50 for three or 
more children, including lunch on 
Thursday. Session II: 6 to 9 April, €63 
for 1 child, €126 for 2 children, and 
€157,50 for three or more children, 
including lunch on Friday. Fees also 
include one field trip per session. 
Slots are limited.

Spring Break Trips for 
children aged 6 and older: The 
children can be dropped off from 

0745 and need to be picked up 
by 1745. 31 March, 0800-1730, 
Blegny Mine & River Maas Cruise, 
€22. A professional miner will 
take us down to the coalface and 
the underground galleries and 
show us all the processes of coal 
mining. Afterwards the children 
can enjoy the recreation park and 
playground. 7 April, 0830-1730, Euro 
planetarium & Technopolis, €26. 
After a breathtaking audio-visual and 
spectacular laser show we will visit 
the observatory with a specialist. At 
Technopolis hundreds of interactive 
exhibits let you enjoy exploring 
science and technology in a very 
exciting way.

Chaperones go free. Slots are 
limited. Point of departure and 
return is the IYA parking lot next  
to Bldg 95.

International Youth Activities

Photo PAO archive

The customers liked the varied choice of food.
Photos Andrea Hohenforst

IDH - the end of an era



•Every 2nd & 4th Sunday from 9:00 -
10:00 @ Volkel, Zeelandsedijk # 11, 
The Netherlands

•Every Sunday from 13:00 & every 
Wednesday 18:30 @ Treebeek, 
Horizonstraat #73, The Netherlands

For more information:                     
Call: 0031-455234818                      
Fax: 0031-455234819                         
E-mail: cphop@yahoo.com

Christian Powerhouse of Prayer
One Church Two Locations

• Men’s Ministry • Choir • Dance Ministry • Children’s Church • Usher Ministry • 
• Mime Ministry • Teens Ministry • Hospitality Ministry • Women’s Ministry • 

• Audio-Visual Ministry • Nursery • Marriage & Singles Ministry •

Yo u r  c h u rc h  a w a y  f ro m  h o m e !

Pastor Peter D. & 
V. Frances Nunn

Rumpenerstraat 49   6443 CC Brunssum   Phone +31 (0)45 564 01 58   www.elcomal.nl

Workshop & spare parts: Bernd Schüller
schueller@autohaus-conen.de – Phone +49 (0)2452 9510 16

Sell: Waldemar Bader – bader@autohaus-conen.de – Phone +49 (0)2452 9510 13
Fax +49 (0)2452 9510 20 – www.autohaus-conen.de – English spoken

Authorized Honda partner, Acura and Citroën workshop
Large selection of new and used cars

Spare parts (Honda, Acura and Citroën)
Maintenance and services (for US-spec. also)

Body repair and spray paint jobs

Conen GmbH

Erkelenzer Straße 76 - Heinsberg-DremmenTAX
FREE

TAX
FREE

Starting price € 21.419 Starting price € 20.449

Service & parts: Erik Thönnissen
e-mail: erik@honda.ps – Phone +49 (0)2452 951018

Sales: Waldemar Bader
e-mail: bader@autohaus-conen.de – Phone +49 (0)2452 951013

16.800 18.500

Your authorized HONDA, ACURA & Citroen partner
Large range of new & pre-owned cars

Service & parts for american & european spec. HONDA, ACURA & Citroen
Glass exchange & chip repair for all car brands

Body shop; Paint shop

Your car, our care 

Melchiorstraat 5, 6461 HZ Kerkrade 
(t) +31 (0)45-5452865    

kerkrade@care-schadeservice.nl 
(f) +31 (0)45-5455978 

Your car body repair shop www.care-schadeservice.nl 

   DISCOUNT COUPON  valid on a

total treatment

of euro 125,-

� your car is being hand-washed with wax shampoo for only € 12,-

� car cleaning

� Permagard protective coating

� dent removal without repainting

� spot repair

�

��

�
of 

€ 20.00

Heerlen   •   Breukerweg 195   •   Heerlen   •   +31 (0)45 - 522 59 00

for your total car cleaning

Only 9 miles from base and only 
1 mile to the centre of Heinsberg.

Indoor pool, playgrounds and jogging path, 
various shopping facilities and restaurants 
within walking distance.

Fully equipped modern kitchen, washer, 
dryer, SAT-TV, DVD- and CD Player,
free high speed DSL Internet, babybed, 
highchair, toys, backyard, basket-ball.

Free weekly cleaning.

  Gästehaus Cosima
Kuhlertstraße 71

D-52525 Heinsberg-Schafhausen
            Tel.: +49 (0) 2452-930600  •  Fax: +49 (0) 2452-930700

  www.gaestehauscosima.de  •  gaestehauscosima@t-online.de

Kuhlertstraße 71
  Gästehaus Cosima

Kuhlertstraße 71

Enjoy your transition in this 
independent guesthouse.

Cosima’s Lodge

For further information or reservations 
please contact  Mrs. Cosima Gödde at: 

Cosima’s Lodge



DAY C A R E

Animal Hotel Abdissenbosch
For 30 years the address where your pet feels at home

New cat-place where your cat can move freely. Roomy outside place,  
playgrounds, central heated. Grooming salon,  

also Do-It-Yourself wash salon for pets.

Opening hours: Monday-Saturday 08:00-12:00 and 16:00-19:00 hrs.
Sundays and holidays closed for bringing in or picking-up.

Vogelzankweg 230 • NL-6374 AN Landgraaf • phone +31 (0)45 5317217
www.dierenhotelabdissenbosch.nl (also in English)

AH

Steegh
Insurance

For all your insurance needs
Concessionaire of JFC HQ Brunssum for the past twentyfive years!

Location: Building H-603, JFC HQ Brunssum, ext. 2492
T +31 (0)45 5262492      E JFC@steegh.nl      W www.steegh.nl (JFC HQ)

First House in T

 Exclusive single, double & triple rooms  
with shower/WC, minibar 

 Suites equipped with modern appliances
such as kitchenette, microwave, coffee
machine, DVD player, balcony

 Apartments for families fully equipped with
modern appliances, two bedrooms, living 

 room, kitchen, microwave, coffee machine, 
bathroom/WC, DVD player or video recorder 

 Appliances for entire hotel: Wireless 
LAN, color tv, ASTRA, Premiere Pay-tv,  
direct dial phone, washers & dryers, sauna

Theodor Heuss Ring 15 phone:

  
+49 (0)2451 627-0    

52511 Geilenkirchen fax:      +49 (0)2451

 
627300

                          e-mail: office@cityhotel-geilenkirchen.de                  
          URL: www.cityhotel-geilenkirchen.de 

  Superior

Our r   fr    

An authentic dinner in a modern, 
elegant Greek ambience

In down town Heerlen you find now the Greek restaurant El Greco. 
Located behind the church at the Pancratiusplein 39, you enter modern 
Greece. No surplus of plastic grape clusters or the obligatory blue-and-
white interior.  

At El Greco you taste the traditional Greek cuisine with-
in a contemporary design. 
Having dinner at the Greek restaurant puts you to a higher level at 
El Greco. El Greco sets a new norm to style and ambiance.

The ambiance reflects modern Greece, but the cuisine 
is completely authentic. The diverse menu is like a 
poem to connoisseurs and lovers. 
Everyone can find something of his or her choice on the menu. All 
products are of top quality. The close team of El Greco continuously 
works at a high level. From the kitchen to the table, it is pure pleasure.
However, the price of the offered products is completely reasonable. 
That is why El Greco is the perfect address not only for a family dinner, 
but also for your friends, for a delicious Greek night out.

You will certainly experience the authentic Greek cosiness during 
one of our Greek nights with live music, dance and excellent food 
and drinks.

RESTAURANT

THE REAL GREEK CUISINE

Those who would like to pre-taste the 
wonderful cuisine of El Greco, can already 
visit our website www.elgreco-heerlen.nl

Pancratiusplein 30, 6411 JZ Heerlen
Phone: +31 (0)45 574 2096
www.elgreco-heerlen.nl

Opening hours: Mon to Sat 1600-2400 hrs
Sun and Holidays 1300-2400 hrs
Kitchen open until 2230 hrs

As an introduction: 

5 EURO DISCOUNT 
on your bill / 1 coupon per 2 persons



10 NATO Skywatch 12 March 2010

skywatchcLassIFIED
Skywatch Classifieds are free to all NATO personnel. 

Advertisements must be printed or typed, and include your name, 
office symbol and duty extension. The editor will not accept 
advertisements for services that generate a regular income, or 
for housing other than vacation rentals. Submissions for the next 
NATO Skywatch are due to PAO, mail Stop 33, e-mail: pio@e3a.
nato.int, before noon Thursday, 18 March.

Autos
Volvo S-40, 2.4 automatic, 

February 2009, 24.000 km, 
sapphire black metallic, lots of 
accessories, price €15,500, please 
contact Mary-Ann Breuer-Krohn at 
ext. 3820.

Mercedes E220 CDI, automatic, 
mod. 2005, navi, sunroof, grey 
metallic, excellent condition, 
non-smoking garage car, regularly 
inspected. Asking price is €12,900. 
Please call Rainer Faymonville at 
ext. 3543.

This transport aircraft landed on NATO Air Base Geilenkirchen 
recently. It’s a C-295 from the Spanish Air Force.

The C-295 made its maiden flight in 1998 and is used by 
several air forces and some 57 have already been delivered. 
The plane is a further development of the commercially 
successful Spanish/Indonesia transport aircraft CASA 
CN-235 with a stretched fuselage and 50% more payload 
capability and new PW127G turboprop engines.

The aircraft can perform a maximum speed of 576 km/h 
(311 knots), up to 71 passengers can be transported, as 
well as a maximum of three vehicles can be uploaded. 

The C-295 is among others being used by the Brazilian, 
Polish and Portuguese Air Force.

Text and photo Tom McAdow

The 2010 golfing season 
is just a long putt away. 
Weather is improving, 
grass is getting greener, 
and maintenance crews are 
preparing the ‘Openbare 
Golf Brunssummerheide’ 
course for another season. 
Golfers wanting to enjoy 
the 27 hole complex at a 
terrific price can join the 
NATO E-3A International 
Golfing Association (IGA) 
of Geilenkirchen, which 
is holding their Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) and 
membership sign-up on  
24 March at 1600 in the 
Sentry Club briefing room. 

The IGA membership entitles 
golfers to enjoy every-day play at 
Brunssummerheide, tournaments 
at eighteen courses within about an 
hour’s drive, and club competitions. 
Membership fees this year are €280 
if paid on or after 1 April and only 
€250 if paid before 1 April, including 
during the 24 March meeting.

Brunssummerheide Golf Course, 
which is located just minutes from 
the back gate in the Netherlands, 
includes 27 championship holes, an 
executive nine, a par-3 course, and 
a driving range. Each course offers 
a variety of challenging holes. IGA 

members can play on a daily basis  
by reserving tee times over the 
phone with the front desk at the  
golf course.

Playing 9 holes after work is 
a great way to enjoy the long 

summer evenings. The schedule 
of tournaments played at courses 
in the area includes Voerendaal, 
Myllendonk, Spiegelveen, Bruggen, 
Duren, Aachen and twelve other 
beautiful venues. Each tournament 
uses Stableford scoring and costs 
only €30 to members, a substantial 
reduction from the normal greens 
fees. There are usually three 
tournaments each month, many 
held on Saturdays and GK holidays. 
The IGA sponsors it’s own Club 
Championship and a Europeans 
vs. North Americans Ryder Cup 
style tournament. Each Wednesday 
evening, beginning 28 April, is a 
Club Night game featuring many 
fun formats for an informal style 
gets together. There is also a single 
elimination match play Knock-
outs Tournament for both singles 

and doubles played through the 
season. Players and spouses/
partners of all levels are welcome 
and encouraged to participate in all 
events. Associate, junior and par-3 
course memberships are available 
at reduced costs to encourage the 
whole family to get out and play. 

The location of the 24 March 
AGM meeting is the Sentry Club. 
Membership sign-up begins at 1500 
with the general meeting following 
at 1600. Golfers can bring their 
completed applications and money 
to the meeting. More information 
and membership applications can 
be found at the IGA website: www.
igagolf.net. Come on out and  
enjoy a season of good golfing, 
good friends, and good friendly 
competition.

Golf season 
approaches

Brad Arsenault helped the  
North Americans emerge 

victorious in the IGA Ryder Cup 
Tournament over the Europeans 

on 12 September 2009, at 
Brunssummerheide Golf Course.

All Rod and Gun Club members are cordially invited to attend the 
annual general membership meeting at the E-3A Club on 14 April 
at 1400. All related information is distributed on their  
homepage. If you do not have Internet connections  
please contact MSgt. Stefan  
Terheggen at  
ext. 4417.

Photo PAO archive

International Rod and Gun Club



MAXImize mileage. MINImize cost.
If you like the idea of getting 28mpg around town and this typical purchase fits your budget, you 
could be falling in love with a new MINICooper.

$ 1,000.00 Downpayment 
$ 18,200.00 Amount to finance 
$ 328.00 60 monthly payments
Based on 2010 MINI Cooper incl. Moonroof/iPod Port/Germany Del - $19,200. 3.11% APR Typical at Community Bank includes .25% 
reduction for auto-payment from Community Bank checking/savings. Qualified borrowers only. Rates subject to change without notice.

It’s never been easIer tO  
fall In lOve!

MInI COOper
City 28 mpg
Hwy 37 mpg

www.PentagonCarSales.com

*2011 BMW 328i/4 $29,330 inc. Value Pkg. (Leather Seats, iPod Port, 17” Alloys) and local Germany Delivery. $1,000 down payment. APR Typical 3.11% offered at Community Bank reflects .25% reduction 
for automatic payment from a Community Bank checking/savings account Terms & Conditions apply. Rates subject to change without notice.

JOY IS HAVING SOMETHING YOU
THOUGHT YOU COULDN’T HAVE.

Don’t you love having something you thought you couldn’t have? If you’re a US Military/DOD member serving abroad, buying a BMW 
through BMW Military Sales costs a lot less than you think. Why settle for second best, when you could be enjoying your European tour 
of duty behind the wheel of a brand new 2011 BMW and when it’s time to leave, BMW will ship it to a US port of entry at no cost. For more 
details visit a Pentagon Car Sales showroom near you, or visit us at www.PentagonCarSales.com

DRIVE A BMW 1 SERIES FROM $463* A MONTH.  

Pentagon Car Sales • www.PentagonCarSales.com




