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NATO and Libya - Operation Unified Protector

On March 27, NATO Allies 
decided to take on the whole 
military operation in Libya under 
United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 1973. The purpose of 
Operation Unified Protector is 
to protect civilians and civilian-
populated areas under threat 
of attack. NATO will implement 
all military aspects of the UN 
Resolution.

All NATO Allies are committed to 
fulfill their obligations under the 
UN resolution. Since the resolution 
was passed on March 17, Allies have 
moved swiftly and decisively to 
enforce the arms embargo and no-fly 
zone called for in the resolution, and 
to take further measures to protect 
civilians and civilian populated areas 
from attack. 

NATO is impartial in this operation. 
The UN Security Council Resolution 

applies to all sides. NATO is 
taking action as part of the broad 
international effort and looks 
forward to working with its partners 
in the region.

The handover of operations to 
NATO from the coalition will be 
carefully coordinated to make sure 
that de-confliction is assured and that 
full military coverage is maintained 
throughout. 

Background and timeline
Following the popular uprising 

which began in Benghazi on  
17 February 2011, the United Nations 
(UN) Security Council adopted 
Resolution 1970. This institutes an 
arms embargo, freezes the personal 
assets of Libya’s leaders and imposes 
a travel ban on senior figures.

On 8 March, with international 
concern over the Libyan crisis 

growing, NATO stepped up its 
surveillance operations in the Central 
Mediterranean, deploying AWACS 
aircraft to provide round-the-clock 
observation. These “eyes in the sky” 
give NATO detailed information of 
movements in Libyan airspace. 

On 10 March, NATO Defence 
Ministers supported SACEUR’s 
decision to have alliance ships  
move to the same area to boost  
the monitoring effort. 

On 17 March, the UN Security 
Council adopted Resolution 1973, 
authorizing member states and 
regional organizations to, inter alia, 
take “all necessary measures” to 
protect civilians in Libya. 

On 22 March, NATO responded to 
the UN call by launching an operation 
to enforce the arms embargo against 
Libya. On 23 March, NATO’s arms 

embargo operation started. 

NATO ships and aircraft 
are operating in the Central 
Mediterranean to make sure that  
the flow of weapons to Libya by sea 
is cut off. They have the right to stop 
and search any vessel they suspect  
of carrying arms or mercenaries. 

The NATO ships will not enter 
Libyan territorial waters. NATO has 
no intention of deploying land forces 
anywhere in Libyan territory. 

On 24 March, NATO decided to 
enforce the UN-mandated no-fly 
zone over Libya. The UN resolution 
called for a ban on all flights, except 
those for humanitarian and aid 
purposes, in Libyan airspace, to 
make sure that civilians and civilian 
populated areas cannot be subjected 
to air attack.

Source www.nato.int

E-3A aircraft stationed at FOB Trapani, Italy.
Photo Wiel Borghans
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First House in T

 Exclusive single, double & triple rooms  
with shower/WC, minibar 

 Suites equipped with modern appliances
such as kitchenette, microwave, coffee
machine, DVD player, balcony

 Apartments for families fully equipped with
modern appliances, two bedrooms, living 

 room, kitchen, microwave, coffee machine, 
bathroom/WC, DVD player or video recorder 

 Appliances for entire hotel: Wireless 
LAN, color tv, ASTRA, Premiere Pay-tv,  
direct dial phone, washers & dryers, sauna

Theodor Heuss Ring 15 phone:
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Workshop & spare parts: Bernd Schüller
schueller@autohaus-conen.de – Phone +49 (0)2452 9510 16

Sell: Waldemar Bader – bader@autohaus-conen.de – Phone +49 (0)2452 9510 13
Fax +49 (0)2452 9510 20 – www.autohaus-conen.de – English spoken

Authorized Honda partner, Acura and Citroën workshop
Large selection of new and used cars

Spare parts (Honda, Acura and Citroën)
Maintenance and services (for US-spec. also)

Body repair and spray paint jobs

Conen GmbH

Erkelenzer Straße 76 - Heinsberg-DremmenTAX
FREE

TAX
FREE

Starting price € 21.419 Starting price € 20.449

Service & parts: Erik Thönnissen
e-mail: erik@honda.ps – Phone +49 (0)2452 951018

Sales: Waldemar Bader
e-mail: bader@autohaus-conen.de – Phone +49 (0)2452 951013

12.200 10.250

Your authorized HONDA, ACURA & Citroen partner
Large range of new & pre-owned cars

Service & parts for american & european spec. HONDA, ACURA & Citroen
Glass exchange & chip repair for all car brands

Body shop; Paint shop

TAIFUN
TAI-683

Movement:
ASKANIA 4062 automatic 
25 rubies, reserve 45 hours

Functions:
hours, minutes, seconds
date, turning bezel

Case:
62 HRC hardened steel 
43 mm, inner case  
with anti-magnetic protection 
10 bar

Strap:
high quality natural rubber band

For information:   Dexxer Design   dexxer@hetnet.nl   Phone +31 (0)46 400 73 60

History
In 1871, Carl Bamberg – the son of a horologist and a pupil of Carl Zeiss – established a 
factory in Berlin, producing pioneering precision instruments. Thanks to a high level of in-
novation and reliable technology, ASKANIA is becoming one of the most important German 
companies for aviation instruments. In the early days of aviation, hardly a single aircraft 
was not equipped with ASKANIA onboard instruments, which proved to be reliable in every 
situation and at any time, day or night. The onboard and pilot watches helped the pioneers 
of aviation to achieve their record flights and safely bring the first civilian passengers to 
their destinations.  And now, since January 2006, it’s back – ASKANIA Werke in Berlin.

www.askania-berlin.de

‘Taifun’ was the nickname Elly Beinhorn gave 
to her Messerschmitt Me 108. This airplane 
became legendary for several world records 
flying non-stop from Rio de Janeiro to New 
York in 1938, followed by altitude records in 
1939. Of course the planes were equipped 
with ASKANIA instruments which were used 
to conceive the design for the ‘Taifun’ collec-
tion. Built on this tradition ASKANIA proudly 
presents the ‘Taifun’ watch line.
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On 05 April, at its first Quarterly 
Hail and Farewell event of 2011, 
the Civilian Staff Association was 
delighted to welcome Component 
Commander Brig.Gen. Burkhard 
Pototzky. He presented E-3A 
Component Certificates of 
Appreciation to three recent 
retirees and to four staff 
members, who have achieved 
25 years of service to NATO, and 
he welcomed the newcomers 
present at the meeting. 

Brig.Gen. Pototzky then addressed 
the audience, commenting on 
the current overall situation and 
expressing his great appreciation 
of the excellent teamwork being 
performed by the Component’s 
military and civilian members in 
ongoing operations.

Following the Component 
Commander’s departure, the CSA held 
its Annual General Meeting at which 
the CSA Chairman, Mr. Guy Vandebeek, 
addressed numerous topical issues of 
interest to NATO International Civilian 
staff. The AGM also approved a revised 
version of the CSA Constitution.

Staff members  
honored at this event:

Mr. Leslie Baker-Price served in 
the E-3A Component Logistics Wing 
from May 1984, first as a Pneudraulics 
System Specialist and then as a Senior 
Technician (Fuselage). He retired as of 
01 November last year.

Mr. Heinz Billmann joined the 
E-3A Component Base Support Wing 
in February 1983 as an Assistant 
Cook. He served the Component 
from that time until his retirement  
as of 01 March 2011.

Mr. Johan Gerwe joined 
the E-3A Component Logistics 
Wing in January 1983 as a Radar 
Maintenance Specialist. He served as 
a Principal Technician from October 
1991 until his retirement as of  
17 February this year.

Mr. Rainer Faymonville joined 
the E-3A Component Logistics Wing 
in January 1986 and transferred 
to Procurement and Contracting 
Division in the same year. He 
continues to serve the Component 
within that functional area and has 
been promoted several times, most 
recently to Staff Assistant. He has also 
been an active and well respected 
member of the CSA Staff Committee 
for many years and is currently the 
CSA’s representative on the Morale  
& Welfare Council. 

Mr. Theodorus Collijn joined 
the E-3A Component Base Support 
Wing in February 1984 as a Chief 
Clerk. From that time onwards he 

has continued to work in the field 
of base administration services, 
becoming Principal Assistant in 
2003 and Section Head in August 
2010. He is also Project Manager 
for the Component’s significant 
new Information & Knowledge 
Management project.

Mr. Maurizio de Odorico joined 
the E-3A Component Logistics 
Wing in January 1986 as a Principal 
Technician in the EMS Planning 
Office. In 1991 he was appointed 
Assistant Shop Chief and since  
1996 he has been Chief of the  
ERCS Maintenance Facility.

Mr. Bernd Walz joined the E-3A 
Component Base Support Wing in 
January 1986 as a Senior Clerk and 
was promoted to Assistant in  
January 1992. In May 1998 he 
transferred to Logistics Wing Stock 
Control Section, where has served 
since October 2003 as Senior 
Assistant (Item Manager).

CSA Hail & Farewell event and AGM 2011

Left-right: CSA Chairman Mr. Guy Vandebeek, Mr. Heinz Billmann,  
Mr. Johan Gerwe, Brig.Gen. Burkhard Pototzky, Mr. Leslie Baker-Price.

Left-right: CSA Chairman Mr. Guy Vandebeek, Mr. Maurizio de Odorico,  
Mr. Theodorus Collijn, Brig.Gen. Burkhard Pototzky, Mr. Bernd Walz,  
Mr. Rainer Faymonville.

By Lt.Col. Uwe Schulz,
Head Base Support Division

A joke is a joke, and even better 
when made on 1 April. In the 
last Skywatch, we announced 
that McDonald’s, Burger King or 
Subway would soon operate out 
of the Sentry Club. 

We hoped that this article 
would stir up some good laughs, 

expectations, irritations and 
discussions.

From the responses received 
since then, we have to admit that 
we more than achieved this goal. 
Making a good joke on somebody 
else’s back is a good tradition in 
Germany and worldwide on April 
Fool’s Day, and the more the ‘victim’ 
is fooled the better the joke was. So 
for everyone out there who is still 

angry with the article or with the 
author: It was only a joke on April 
Fool’s Day.

Neither McDonald’s, nor Burger 
King nor Subway will start their 
business on the Component. The 
highly motivated Rotodome staff 
will continue to serve excellent 
food that no commercial fast food 
provider can compete with. And 
for those who have not come 

and enjoyed it - the food is much 
healthier and it tastes much better 
at the Rotodome.

Letter to the editor - April Fool’s joke

NOTE FROM THE EDITORS

We regret that some staff 
members felt offended by 

this April Fool’s joke. It was 
not our intention to hurt any 

of our readers’ feelings.
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In mid March, the Office of 
Transformation (DCOMT) started to 
offer project management training 
for personnel involved in or exposed 
to project support. 

The training package is specifically 
oriented towards our work 
environment and covers a wide 
range of information varying from 
project phases, project traps, risk 
management and several useful tips 
that project teams can directly use, 
even during their daily work. Specific 
issues like our budget process and the 

impact of personnel rotations are also 
covered from an insider’s perspective. 
The many examples – good and bad, 
successes and failures, funny and 
not so funny – of past and ongoing 
projects allow the participants to 
link the information directly to 
a real situation. Another rather 
unconventional part of the training 
is an overview of how project details 
can be documented and visualized. 

The training has been given twice 
so far. At the end of every session, the 
attendees are requested to provide 
feedback on what was good, what 
was bad and whether they have any 

recommendations. This approach 
has resulted in several excellent 
suggestions that have already been 
incorporated into the training 
package. 

In parallel with the training 
package, DCOMT also prepared the 
first version of a Component Project 
Management Handbook, which is 
given to trainees during the training. 
This handbook solution diverges 
from the original idea of creating 
some kind of a project management 
directive or instruction. That idea was 
abandoned because attendees at the 
first sessions unanimously agreed 
that a binding directive would create 
too many restrictions and remove 
some of the flexibility required for 
handling projects.

By excluding all theory and 
academic issues that are not relevant 
for the Component, it was possible 
to condense the training into a one-
day session. This serves a two-fold 
purpose as the training still covers 
everything required for our purposes 
and it does not unnecessarily take 
people away from their busy jobs. 

As one of the attendees of the 
second session, I can confirm it is 
really worthwhile attending. The 
training consists of a refreshing 
presentation with lively discussions 
and a good dialogue between the 
presenter and the audience. The 

interactive approach provides an 
excellent forum for exchanging 
experience and expertise, and it has 
also proven to be a very valuable 
‘networking event. Last but not least, 
it gives the audience an excellent 
jumpstart in project management 
and is highly recommended for 
future project managers and project 
team members.

Phases: 
Initiation  definition  
development  implementation  
closure 

Project management training on base

Who can attend?  
All Component personnel 
involved in or exposed to project 
management are more than 
welcome to participate in this 
one-day training that usually 
lasts from 0830-1600. 

The training sessions are 
organized as required and an 
optimum attendance is between 
6 and 10 persons. 

Please contact Mr. Leon 
Koolen, DCOMT, ext 2082, for 
more detailed information or to 
request a project management 
training session. Training 
certificates are provided after 
successful completion of the 
training session. 

Mr. Leon Koolen from DCOMT 
presenting key factors for the successful 

completion of a project. 

By Maurizio De Odorico  
and Richard Ojeda

Between December 2010 and 
January 2011 four ERCS-IMF (LWEJ) 
technicians and two radar (LWER) 
technicians from the Electronics 
Maintenance Squadron (EMS) 
completed two courses at the PIEK 
International Education Centre 
(I.E.C.) in Heerlen, the Netherlands. 

The courses, subsidized by 
SHAPE and NAMSA Air Defence 
Programme, provided industry 
standards training in rework and 
repair of electronic assemblies 
and requirements, acceptance for 
cable and wire harness assemblies. 
Such training is a requirement 
for the ERCS-IMF technicians as a 
result of their newly assigned task 
as depot level maintainers of the 
JTIDS Class-1 hardware and its 
related test equipment. The radar 
technicians were very pleased to 
have this training opportunity as, 
due to the big manpower turn-over 
in their section, they lacked expertise 
in these fields, and this know-how 
is a requirement for professionally 

performing their maintenance duties. 

For the very first time in the 
history of the E-3A Component, EMS 
technicians have been certified to a 
worldwide industry standard. This in 
itself is unique and sets a precedent. 
These courses are subject to the strict 
requirements set by interconnecting 
and packaging electronic circuits 
(IPC) standards. The IPC Association 
has developed the ‘de facto’ industry 
standard for electronic soldering and 
printed circuit board repair as well as 
connector and harness assembly and 
inspection. 

IPC membership includes industry 
giants such as Northrop Grumman, 
Lockheed and Tektronix as well as 
many national government agencies 
(NGA). The course participants had to 
meet stringent requirements for both 
written and practical assessments, 
testing their knowledge and skills 
in soldering, PC board rework and 
repair. Additionally, they were 
tested in wire wrapping, rigid cable 
fabrication and assembly techniques 
as well as wire harness assembly and 
inspection standards. 

However, the training does not 
stop here. These newly certified 
technicians are also required to 
recertify every two years in order 
to maintain their qualifications as 
Certified IPC Specialists (CIS). 

It goes without saying that with the 
demands placed on today’s electronic 
components, especially in a military/
airborne environment, such specific 
skills acquired by these technicians 
will undoubtedly benefit greatly the 

Component and NATO Agencies in 
general in the coming years.

From left to right: Mr. Richard 
Ojeda (LWEJ), Mr. Rob Walls (PIEK 
Managing Director), Mr. Marcel 
Weckseler (LWER), Mr. Niels Jensen 
(LWEJ), Mr. Ralf Drees (LWER), 
Mr. Joseph Lamerichs (LWEJ), Mr. Gerd 
Niessen (LWEJ) and Mr. Maurizio De 
Odorico (ERCS-IMF Supervisor), who 
attended the final graduation ceremony 
at Piek International Education Centre.

Industry standard training for technicians 

Photo courtesy  PIEK
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    D- 52511 Geilenkirchen

    Email: geilenkirchen@culpeck.com
Web: www. culpeck.com

We proudly introduce and welcome ALL NATIONALITIES.

DAY C A R E

Animal Hotel Abdissenbosch
For 30 years the address where your pet feels at home

New cat-place where your cat can move freely. Roomy outside place,  
playgrounds, central heated. Grooming salon,  

also Do-It-Yourself wash salon for pets.

Opening hours: Monday-Saturday 08:00-12:00 and 16:00-19:00 hrs.
Sundays and holidays closed for bringing in or picking-up.

Vogelzankweg 230 • NL-6374 AN Landgraaf • phone +31 (0)45 5317217
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Altes Brauhaus
temporary

lodging

family-friendly accommodation 
for short or long-term stays.
Member
Professional
Association
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International

Apartments feature:

•	With	or	Without	Kitchen
•	TV/DVD	player	and	hundreds	 

of titles
•	English	language	programming	 
with	SKY	Satellite
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Book now and receive

FREE CAR RENTAL
minimum 10-night stay, 30-day maximum*

* Visit  
   www.langbro.de   
   for details and restrictions

Vamos de Copas al Restaurant Madrid

tapas -  
an expression of a
fine Spanish life style 

tapas -  
are tempting, small 
delicacie s that accom
panied by a good 
beverage, invite to a 
nice chat with friends

Kitchen open daily: 
1200-1500  

and 1800-2300

Apfelstrasse 16 • Heinsberg Downtown • Phone +49 (0)2452-106290

Experience  
the spanish  

way of life at  
Restaurant 

Madrid
weekdays only
from Monday to Friday

breakfast
1000 - 1300 hours
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Text Food Services System
Photos Andrea Hohenforst

Someone once said that ‘an army 
marches on its stomach’. This was not 
meant literally, of course, but in the 
sense that food is very important for 
soldiers’ personal stamina and morale. 
E-3A Component members (except 
those in the International Marching 
Team) are more likely to fly or drive 
than to march, but a reliable provider 
of enjoyable meals is still essential.

As we all realize, tasty food plays 
a key role in keeping up morale and 
helping people’s welfare (known 
more simply as ‘feeling good’). That 
is why the Food Services system at 
Main Operating Base Geilenkirchen 
operates under the flag of Morale 
and Welfare. 

The main catering facility on base 
was known until last year as the ‘Star 
Chef’, the International Dining Hall 
(IDH). With the budgetary cutbacks 

Our Rotodome – a great place to eat
imposed on the Component last year, 
the entire MWA system had to be 
restructured. MWA is making good 
progress in its efforts to recover from 
this major setback, and the renamed 
Rotodome dining facility is playing 
the central role in this. The other 
available facilities are the E-3A club, 
Red Lion, Bavaria Cellar, and Building 
60 (the former Frisbee Club) where 
the Kegelbahn can be rented through 
the Activity Manager’s Office.

Food Services provide the 
Component not only with daily food 
and beverages, but also support all 
official visits and special events at the 
Component: VIP lunches and dinners, 
official receptions, brunches, national 
celebrations, Altweiberfest, Christmas 
dinners, Sports Day, and more. This 
also includes the regular task of 
supplying coffee and beverages to the 
guests of the Component through the 
Public Affairs Office.

“We are very proud of our 
Rotodome,” says Activity Manager 
Mr. René Peeters. “We are open to 
Component members and visitors 
and we look forward to seeing even 
more people eating here in future as 
the number of MWA card holders 
increases. Mondays to Fridays, except 
on Component Holidays, we open 
at 0600. We offer several breakfast 
options until 1100, two main meal 
options at lunch, a buffet-style 
dinner, and fast food anytime from 
1100 until we close at 1900.”

“The staff of the Food Services 
System can be divided into two main 
groups: Service and Kitchen,” Peeters 
adds. “We have 22 staff members -  
8 full timers and 14 part timers -  
to cover our operations and serve 
the Component. On a weekly basis, 
Monday through Friday, the Rotodome 
is open for 65 hours and the E-3A 
Club for 55 hours. We do this with 
the available staff. They have to work 
very hard on a tight schedule. Every 
member of the staff is multifunctional. 
The Kitchen staff have to help out at 
the cash register when needed, and the 
Service staff have to clean, serve food, 
rearrange the Club several times per 
week, and so on.” 

In March 2010, the Rotodome 
attracted 260 guests to lunch on the 
first day. In the meantime the staff 
have worked very hard to increase 
these numbers. “In January 2011 
we were at a level of more than 500 
guests per day!” says Peeters with a 
smile. “Breakfast is a growing part of 
our business too – we changed the 
concept and variety after talking with 
our customers. For dinner, which we 
serve in buffet style, we offer two 
menus at our customers’ request. 

Our two Chefs, Mr. Wilhelm 
Diener and Mr. Neil Cuthbert, have 
worked hard on all the menus, 
constantly changing the variety of 
the meals we offer and buying the 
necessary products for the best 
price. We mustn’t forget that these 
two Chefs are not sitting in their 
office the whole day. We have five 
cooks aboard (including Diener and 
Cuthbert), which means they are 
all cooking daily and can watch the 
quality of the food. Of course, we aim 
to keep our costs as low as possible 
so that the Food Services system 
remains viable. The kitchen helpers/
short order cooks of the Food 
Services System are doing a great job 
too. They cook the tastiest pizzas and 
hamburgers and also clean all the 
pots and pans, plates and cutlery, fill 
up the salad bar, prepare breakfast, 
fill up the juice, and so on. Without 
them, the Rotodome and the E-3A 
Club would not be a success.”

All the buildings controlled by  
Food Services -including the former 
Sentry Club- have their regular  
needs. Cleaning, running water 
through the pipes, filling up the  
beverages at the Kegelbahn, bringing 
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Our Rotodome – a great place to eat
coffee to the PAO room, lending 
out benches and chairs to different 
Component agencies. This is a very 
time consuming business that has 
to be done by the Service Staff and 
the Activity Manager. The Service 
group consists of only five persons, 
who have to operate the cash register 
at the Rotodome and also run the 
Bar in the E-3A Club during normal 
operating hours and at special 
functions. Mr. Josef Vreuls plays a 
key role in helping to meet all these 
requirements, travelling around the 
Base from one facility to another 
to perform various tasks whenever 
he is not at the cash register of the 
Rotodome or in the bar at the  
E-3A Club.

A concluding word from René 
Peeters: “When I talk with customers, 
I write down every one of their 
wishes, criticisms or suggestions so 
that I can think about changes and 

improvements that can be made 
here. One wish was a terrace which 
we managed to get built and has 
just been opened. But also wishes 
about the food. At the moment we 
are thinking of offering something 
for guests who like to eat Vegetarian. 
And of course, a big salad option is 
already available at the Rotodome.”

The Food Services staff provide 
essential support to the Morale 
& Welfare of our international 
community. They look forward to 
welcoming you to the Rotodome, 
where you can enjoy the food and 
visit the new terrace. See you there!

Your Food Services Staff:
Jo, Carl, Marlies, Sigrid, Susanna, 

José, Wiel, Neil, René, Markus,  
Bernd, Markus, Astrid, Marlies,  
Helga, Sonja, Myrese, Monika, 
Georgia, Ramona, Ingrid, Angelika, 
Rheinhilde, René.

By Maj. lker Kurt

Voluntary stage performances 
by a single child or a group of 
children such as playing a musical 

instrument, singing or dancing 
are more than welcome. Those 
interested in such activities should 
contact NSTUR, ext. 2196.  
So, come and let us have fun!

Text and photo Marc Kooijman

At the Internatonal Tennis Club (ITC) 
on base we have been playing tennis 
for more than 20 years. Our doors are 
open to everybody and we  would like 
to welcome anyone who wishes to 
become a member and play tennis in 
an international environment. We have 
two fun tournaments per year, where 
everyone can participate and get to 
know each other. Participants have the 
chance to get to know other players of 
their level with whom they can then 
play during the season. With our four 
gravel courts we provide plenty of 
opportunities for all tennis players from 
mid-April until the end of October. Our 
courts give you the chance to serve, hit, 
slide and smash, all close to your work. 
The courts are open to all ITC members. 
It is very easy to become a member. 
More information can be found on the 
E-3A Component page under MWA and 
approved clubs. Going to play sports in 
the sun with your kid is good fun and 
if you learn it at a young age you will 
never forget it. Point of contact is  
Mr. Marc Kooijman, ext. 3745. 

The International Tennis Club on base
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petra.goertz@yahoo.deVisit my website www.petra-guesthouse.com to 
view a wide range of images from the guesthouse

The guesthouse 
in bungalow style
Attached to a luxurious main house. 
2 Bedrooms for singles and 
families in a noble residential area, 
fully exclusively equipped.
Self-evident for you:
desk corner with DSL flat rate, washer, dryer, dishwasher,  
big flat tv (400 programmes), dvd, babybed, high chair.

Around 200-500 meters:
restaurants, super 
markets, chemist’s 
shop etc. New invested 
public children’s play-
ground on the opposite 
side of the street.

New style
Lounge furniture in 
your own private  
fenced garden. 
Pets allowed.

always a little bit more

For information/reservation call Petra Goertz
phone +49 (0)177 8808882 or +49 (0)2451 64957

Top location in Geilenkirchen
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•	for	singles	and	families
•	free	Internet	-	Desk	corner
•	free	English	speaking	TV	

on	a	big	flat	TV
•	exclusively	fully	equipped
•	7	minutes	from	NATO	Air	Base
•	2	minutes	from	Canadian	Base
•	special	offer	for	long	term	

visitors

Your car, our care 

Melchiorstraat 5, 6461 HZ Kerkrade 
(t) +31 (0)45-5452865    

kerkrade@care-schadeservice.nl 
(f) +31 (0)45-5455978 

Your car body repair shop www.care-schadeservice.nl 

To place an advertisement in

                              contact

Skywatch is the only authorized  
NATO AWACS Base Newspaper.

Hub Durlinger media
Phone  +31 (0)46 4529292
Mobile +31 (0)6 54726473
hub@durlingermedia.nl

Concessionaire for JFC HQ Brunssum for the past twenty five years!

For all your insurance needs
Opening hours: Monday-Friday 9.30-12.30 and 13.30-16.30 Location: Building H-603, 
JFC HQ Brunssum, ext. 2492 T +31 (0)45 5262492 E jfc@meeus.com W www.meeus.com

Serving the NATO Community
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The streets of Heerlen are 
decorated with 40 different 2 meter-
high elephant creations.

The colorful works of art are part 
of the largest open air exhibition in 
the world, called the Elephant Parade, 
and are to promote the conservation 
of the Asian elephant. Many well-
known Dutch artists have painted 
elephants. 

This exhibition is a project of the 
association “Women make Heerlen 
smile”. Mrs. Margriet Kousen, 
chairwoman of this association, 
explains that the elephants are 
cheering up the streets in Heerlen 
and will also bring in a considerable 
sum of money during an auction at 
the end of May.

Elephant auction
The auction of the art elephants 

will take place on 28 May at the 
APG Pensioengroep under the lead 
of the well-known auction house 
Christie’s. Since the start of the 

elephant parade in 2007 more than 
7 million euros have been raised at 
auctions in Antwerp, Rotterdam, 
Amsterdam and London. From that 
sum, about 4 million euros have been 
donated to a good cause. The Asian 
Elephant Foundation makes sure that 
the money reaches various projects 
throughout Asia.   

Elephant Parade Gallery Store 
Replicas of some of the designed 

elephant objects can be purchased. 
These replicas are hand painted 
by professional fine art painters in 
Thailand and are available in limited 
quantity. During the elephant parade 
in Heerlen these replicas can be 
bought from the Elephant Parade 
Gallery Store, Promenade 14-26 
in Heerlen, or from the web shop: 
webshop@elephantparade.com.

During Elephant Parade Heerlen 
2011 you can admire an artwork by 
Richard Krajicek. The Wimbledon 
champion of 1996 painted one of 
the art elephants for the elephant 
parade. He was inspired by the place 
he prefers to spend most of his life: 
the tennis court. With help of a 
professional artist, Anja Frenaij,  
the elephant ‘Wimby’ came to life 
with tennis balls as eyes and a fine 
line play. Richard Krajicek’s artwork 
will also be auctioned off on  
May 28.

Art elephants make 
Heerlen colorful

Photo courtesy  
Elephant Parade

May tree tradition in Germany 
Photo and text Janina Bien 

For the late evening of 30 April in the Rhine region there is a special 
tradition: the May tradition. A young man can place a May tree nicely 
decorated with colorful crepe bands outside his beloved girl’s home. 
From region to region there are different traditions, varying from placing 
very colorful trees (mostly birch trees), a self-made May heart or May 
pictures, but also painting a line from the boy’s home to the girl’s one. This 
‘decoration of love’ also demonstrates that a boy and a girl are already 
in love, and placing another tree in front of the girl’s house is not usually 
allowed. In a leap year it is also now quite common that this tradition takes 
place the opposite way around: in that special year girls are allowed to 
place May decorations at their boyfriends’ homes. 

IYA Easter Egg Hunt & Games: 
18 April, 1430, on the IYA 

Playground behind Bldg. 95.  

Make sure to join the fun, meet the 
Easter Bunny, hunt for eggs and play 
seasonal games. No fee. Rain delay 
date is 19 April.

IYA Easter break trip to 
LEGOLAND Discovery Centre  
and SEA LIFE Aquarium for 
children aged 5+: 

20 April, 0830 - 1745, the children 
can be dropped off from 0745. 
LEGOLAND boasts a 4-D cinema, 
rides, adventure trail, hall of heroes, 
build and test centre as well as a 
factory tour. At SEA LIFE you watch 
sharks, rays, green turtles, seahorses, 
star fish and many more marine 
inhabitants through giant panoramic 
windows. Enjoy the views of the 
walk-through tunnel and the huge 
tropical sea tank. Cost is €32 per 
child, pay only €25 with your valid 
MWA Card. Chaperones go free.  
We stop for lunch at the famous  
food court of the CENTRO mall.

For further information please 
contact the IYA Office in Bldg. 95,  
ext. 4954 / 4955.

Photo courtesy www.englisch-blog.de 

IYA Easter activities

Dear Skywatch readers, 

Giving and receiving feedback is 
essential in order to know what other 
people think about a specific topic. 

Constructive feedback can 
provide new insights and lead to 
improvements. As we would like 
to know what you think about our 
base magazine and what do you like 
best or do not like in Skywatch, you 
now have the option to provide us 
with your constructive feedback. 
On WSS, either on the main page 
or under PAO, is a link to a feedback 
feature that will enable us to make 
improvements reflecting your 
preferences. You can also send 
recommendations to us via e-mail or 
the internal mail service. We would 
like to thank you in advance for your 
support and time! 

Public Affairs Office

Skywatch survey



   DISCOUNT COUPON  valid on a
total treatment

of euro 125,-

•
•
•
•
•

 your car is being hand-washed with wax shampoo for only €  13,50
 car cleaning
 Permagard protective coating
 dent removal without repainting
 spot repair

✁

✁✁

✁
of € 10.00

Heerlen   •   Breukerweg 195   •   Heerlen   •   +31 (0)45 - 522 59 00

for your total car cleaning

info@houxdigiprint.nl | www.houxdigiprint.nl

DIGITAL PRINT &
OFFSET CENTREXL

DIGITAL PRINT & 
OFFSET CENTREXL

Prints - offset and digital 
Design / DTP
Birth- / Weddingcards
Personalized mailings
Mobile presentation systems
Corporate design
XL prints
Banners (with frames)
Manuals
Price lists
Plastic bags
Printed binders

Arendstraat 3
6135 KT Sittard
Phone +31 (0)46 4582111

Brusselsestraat 134
6211 PJ Maastricht
Phone +31 (0)43 3256505

Come, Look, Discover.
Your local Audi specialists.

Our offer (including financing)

Jacobs automobile sales team looks forward to your visit:
(l. to r.w) Achim Käfferlein, Marcel Oellers, Gerd Caron, Lothar Herfs, Matthias 
Schroers, Michael Wittwer, Martin Deffur, Alfred Deffur, Konstantin Bach. 

Audi A3 1.6 Attraction gasoline
75 kW engine, 5-speed gearbox, brilliant black paint finish, alloy wheels, automatic 
air conditioning system, Chorus radio, head airbags, electrically adjustable exterior 
mirrors, electronic stability program (ESP), electrically operated front windows, 
central locking system with remote control, etc.

Initial payment: ¤ 4,200.00         4,90% effective APR
Duration of agreement: 36 months
Mileage per year: 15,000 km
Monthly payment: ¤ 178.50*

* An offer from Audi Bank

Fuel consumption in liters/100 km: in
urban areas 9.6; in rural areas 5.6; combined 7.1
CO2 emissions, combined: 169 g/km

A member of the Jacobs group of companies

Unser Finanzierungs-Angebot für Sie

Audi A3 1.6 Attraction
75 kW, 5 Gang, Brillantschwarz, Alu-Gussräder, Komfortklimaautomatik, Radio 
Chorus, Kopfairbags, elektr. Außenspiegel, ESP, el. FH., ZV mit FFB u.v.m.

Anzahlung: € 4.200,- 
Laufzeit / Monaten: 36
Fahrleistung / Jahr: 15.000 km
Monatliche Rate: € 178,50*

*Ein Angebot der Audi Bank. 

Ein Unternehmen der Jacobs Gruppe

Kommen. Sehen. Und entdecken.
Die Audi Spezialisten in Ihrer Region.

Ihr Jacobs automobile Verkaufs-Team freut sich auf Ihren Besuch:  
v.l.n.r. Konstantin Bach, Marcel Oellers, Lothar Herfs, Jürgen 
Wings, Gerd Caron, Achim Käfferlein, Alfred Deffur

An Fürthenrode 58-60 · Geilenkirchen 
Telefon: 02451-987011

JACOBS 
automobile

Zweigstelle Audi Zentrum Aachen
Jacobs automobile GmbH & Co. KG

Kraftstoffverbrauch l/100 km: innerorts 9,6; 
außerorts 5,6; kombiniert 7,1; 
CO2-Emissionen g/km: kombiniert 169

An Fürthenrode 58-60 • Geilenkirchen
Phone: +49 (0)2451 - 987011

For reservations please call: +49 (0)2454 1414, or fax: +49 (0)2454 939301
All-Day Dining as of 1100 hrs • Reservations highly recommended

Phone +49 (0)24 54 - 14 14
Fax       +49 (0)24 54 - 93 9301 www. Haus-Hamacher.de

Café Restaurant Partyservice

52538 Gangelt • Am Freibad 10

We are the perfect start- or finishpoint  
for your hiking trips in the nature park  
“Rodebach”.

THe  aspaRagus season 

          Has sTaRTed!

English  
spoken



Pentagon Car Sales

Ramstein
Kindsbacher Str. 47
66877 Ramstein-Miesenbach
Tel: 06371 61 39 90

Germany
Kaiserslautern
Kaiserstrasse 1
67661 Kaiserslautern
Tel: 0631 351 90 40

Heidelberg
Hebelstrasse 3
69115 Heidelberg
Tel: 06221 144 90

Mainz/Wiesbaden
Ludwig-Wolker-Str. 14
55252 Mainz-Kastel
Tel: 06134 567 80

Spangdahlem
Im Kreuzgarten 1 A
54529 Spangdahlem
Tel: 06565 93 69 90

Aviano
Via Pordenone 48D
33081 Aviano (PN)
Tel: 0434 676 61-2/3/4

Italy Spain
Naples
Tel: 0434 676 61-2/3/4
Email: Naples@
pentagoncarsales.com

Sigonella
Tel: 0434 676 61-2/3/4
Email: Sig@
pentagoncarsales.com

Vicenza
Viale Della Pace 254
36100 Vicenza (VI)
Tel: 0444 91 09 38

Rota
Plaza Del Triunfo 6
11520 Rota (Cadiz)
Tel: 956 840 201

• www.PentagonCarSales.com

JOY COMES IN THREES.
The BMW 3 Series was recently voted on to the “Car & Driver 10 Best List” for the twenty 
consecutive year. It’s continued presence was acknowledged by *Car & Driver Magazine with 
the comment, “a feat unmatched by any other vehicle on the market”. To find out why the BMW 
3 Series has become the benchmark to which all others aspire, drop by a Pentagon Car Sales 
showroom and experience a dynamic new 3 Series for yourself. If you’re unable to make a 
personal visit but would still like to learn more about the many benefits offered exclusively 
through BMW Military Sales, visit us at www.pentagoncarsales.com

THE BMW 3 SERIES. FROM $29,370.

+ BMW Factory Direct Prices

+ BMW Factory Warranty

+ BMW Home Shipping incl.

+ PCS Trade-In Program

+ Online Ordering Service

*Published by Car & Driver Magazine – December 2010. Prices subject to change without notice.


